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THE  AL  TEBNA  TION  OF  MEDICINES. 


BY    DR8.    MAKTIKY    AND    BKRKAKD. 


Translated  from  the  Bev.  Horn,  Beige  by  Rosweix  D.  Valkntibx, 

M.  D.,  Canton,  Fulton  Co.,  111. 


Definition. 

We  understand  here  bj  alternation  the  succeBBive  adminis- 
tration of  two  or  more  remedies,  which  are  given  by  turns  in 
a  regular  order,  and  at  intervals  sufficiently  near  that  the  du- 
ration of  action  of  one  medicine  shall  not  be  entirely  exhaust- 
ed at  the  time  when  another  succeeds  it. 

It  is  not  the  simultaneous  administration  in  a  single  mix- 
ture of  various  medicinal  substances,  nor  is  it  the  systerr.atic 
administration  of  a  single  remedy,  the  exhaustion  of  whose 
action  is  awaited  before  having  recourse  to  another. 

Now  for  a  long  time  we  have  observed  and  we  think  we 
shall  be  able  to  demonstrate  that  in  general  the  methodic 
alternation  of  homoeopathic  remedies  constitute  an  important 
progress  in  practice.  We  estimate  that  this  alternation, 
already  practiced  at  the  bedside  of  the  patient  by  a  great 
number  of  our  brethren,  ought  to  be  more  often  made  use  of 
than  at  present. 

This  proposition  will  doubtless  appear  revolutionary  to 
many  of  our  confreres.     But,  before  sketching  a  sort  of  the- 
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cry,  we  shall  take  care  to  establish  solidly  the  value  of  our 
affirmation. 

HiSTOEIC. 

The  question  which  occupies  us  is  far  from  being  new.  It 
was  born,  so  to  speak,  with  homoeopathy,  since  Hahnemann, 
in  ,the  first  edition  of  his  Organon  (1810),  expressed  himself 
in  these  terms : 

"It  is  only  in  some  cases  of  inveterate  chronic  diseases, 
which  are  not  subject  to  notable  changes,  and  of  which  some 
fundamental  symptoms  are  permanent,  that  one  may  some- 
times alternate  with  .  success  two  remedies  almost  equally 
homoeopathic.  This  procedure,  says  Hahnemann,  is  explained 
by  the  insufficient  number  of  proven  remedies  at  this  time." 
It  was  then  for  the  master  only  a  last  resource,  and  what 
proves  it  is  the  suppression  in  the  later  editions  of  the  Orga- 
non of  the  lines  reproduced  above. 

The  first  disciples  of  Hahnemann  were  divided  upon  this 
question.  Amongst  them  several,  and  not  the  least  distin- 
guished, have  admitted  in  different  degrees  the  alternation  of 
hemoeopathic  remedies. 

"The  alternate  repetition  of  remedies,  writes  Hering,  has 
been  too  little  discussed,  but  it  is  far  from  being  without  im- 
portance. Already  in  the  first  years  of  my  homoBopathic 
practice,  in  1822, 1  cured  a  disease  of  the  liver,  with  icterus, 
by  the  alternate  use  of  ruta  in  tincture  and  ignatia^  fourth 
potency,  alterating  them  every  three  or  four  days  ;  a  durable 
cure  was  thus  eftected  in  a  few  weeks.  Later,  when  I  found 
that  a  remedy  of  short  action  and  one  of  long  action  res- 
ponded, each  to  a  part  of  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  I 
alternated  these  two  remedies,  and  that  with  the  greatest  suc- 
cess. Dr.  Ihm,  of  Philadelphia,  cured  dropsy  in  a  child,  by 
the  alternate. use. of  hryonia  Siud  Pulsatilla.  I  could  cite 
many  analogous  cases.  Very  often  one  may  equally  cause  to 
follow  rapidly,  with  much  success,  one  remedy  after  another, 
particularly  an  apsoric  remedy,  that  is  to  say  one  of  short 
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action,  after  an  antipsoric  remedy,  as  this  has  very  often  hap- 
pened to  me  with  aconite  after  aulphv/r^  hepar  eulph  after 
Micea  or  zincum^  ntcx  vomica  after  arseniCf  without  intend- 
ing to  thus  destroy  the  action  of  the  preceding  remedy. 
There  is  then  produced  a  third  eflfect,  answering  to  the  symp- 
toms which  diifer  in  these  two  remedies.'' 

Hering  has  still  the  habit  of  prescribing  promptly  one 
^ntipsoric  remedy  after  another,  when  each  of  them  corres- 
ponds only  to  a  part  of  the  symptoms  ;  thus,  he  has  given 
'with  success  in  a  case  of  disease  of  the  liver,  at  iirst  kcUi  carb, 
and  a  few  days  afterwards  carho  veg.  In  analogous  cases,  accord- 
ing to  him,  neither  of  the  two  remedies  could  have  effected 
separately  8  uch  a  cure, 

Hering  adds  in  another  place,  in  relation  to  the  alternate 
repetition  of  a  remedy  with  its  antidote,  that  he  used  it  the 
first  time  to  moderate  the  effects  of  colocynth  in  the  "rfry 
helly  ache^'^  that  terrible  colic  of  the  West  Indies,  by  strong 
coffee.  Gross  manifests  also  great  confidence  in  the  alterna- 
tion of  homoeopathic  medicines.  Ilis  data  have  been  con- 
firmed by  Muhlenbein  :  aconite  and  hell,  alternated,  mutually 
complete  their  sphere  of  action.  It  is  the  same  in  hell,  with 
ZacJhesiSj  in  hell,  with  sepia, 

Rummel  extols  the  alternation  of  mere,  with  hellad.  in 
angina  ;  of  china  with  the  appropriate  homoBopathic  remedy 
in  incipient  intermittent  fever;  of  ipecac  with  antimon^ 
against  gastric  affections  ;  and  of  hell,  with  graphites  in 
lupus. 

When  one  medicine  does  not  correspond  to  the  whole 
image  of  the  disease,  Aegidi  employs  successfully  analogous 
remedies ;  in  acute  affections  every  hour,  every  two  or  three 
hours  ;  in  chronic  diseases  only  morning  and  evening. 

Koempfer,  although  little  favorable  on  principle  to  the 
alternation  of  medicines,  declares  that  when  we  do  not  find 
the  true  homoeopathic  remedy,  not  only  the  alternate  use  of 
two  which  present    an  analogy  in  their    symptoms  is  per- 
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missible,  but  is  strictly  indicated.  In  a  very  serious  case  of 
croup,  Koempfer  gave  first  a/rsenw^  30,  then  phosph.  30, 
spong.  6,  and  finally  hepar.  4  (one  drop  of  each  in  water);  the 
three  last  were  employed  in  rotation  every  fifteen  minutes,  in 
doses  of  one  teaspoonful ;  at  the  end  of  two  hours  all  danger 
had  disappeared. 

Hirsch  is  also  in  favor  of  the  use  "  of  a  series  of  homoeo- 
pathic remedies  at  short  intervals." 

All  those  who  have  read  the  works  of  Hartmann  can  appre-^ 
ciate  the  high  value  of  his  judicious  and  practical  mind.  In 
his  introduction  to  the  hom(Bopathic  therapeutics  of  acute 
and  chronic  diseases,  Dr.  Hartmann  uses  the  following 
language : 

**  It  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  real  perfection  of  homoeo- 
pathic therapeutics,  a  practice  very  useful  in  certain  cases, 
above  all,  complicated  ones,  that  of  alternating  one  with 
another,  at  suitable  intervals,  two  medicines  which  correspond 
to  the  observed  symptoms.  It  is  not  rare  to  meet  in  the  same 
subject  scarlet  fever  and  purple  rash;  bell,  corresponds  to 
one  and  aeon,  to  the  other;  one  secures  a  decided  advantage 
then  from  alternating  these  two  medicines  every  tliree  hours. 
The  same  is  the  case  with  dulcamara  and  belladon7ia  in  the 
anginas,  to  which  they  both  appear  to  agree.  The  conditions 
of  erethism,  which  are  not  rare  in  phthisis,  demand  often 
that  besides  the  specifics,  properly  so-called,  there  should  be 
given  from  time  to  time  acon.y  Pf^ussic  acid^  laurocerasusj 
etc.,  and  there  is  always  advantage,  as  long  as  the  erethism 
persists,  to  alternate  some  of  these  remedies  with  the  princi- 
pal remedy.  Several  physicians  have  been  much  pleased  with 
having  administered  alternately  in  croup,  aeon,  and  spongia^ 
or  the  latter  and  hepar  sulphy  etc. 

Let  us  hear  finally  one  of  the  last  disciples  admitted  to  the 
intimacy  of  Hahnemann,  Dr.  Perry.  The  uncertainty  of  the 
choice  of  the  remedy,  and  the  too  frequent  impossibility  of 
tilling  with  a  single  remedy  the  various  indications  which 


Alternation  of  Medicines.  5 

present  themselves  in  almost  every  morbid  case:  such  is  the 
double  difficulty  which  induces  him  often  to  have  recourse  to 
the  alternation  of  medicines.  "  It  is  very  rare  in  fact,"  adds 
he,  *'  that  a  single  one  covers  exactly  the  whole  picture  of  the 
symptoms,  and  above  all  answers  altogether  to  the  principal 
indications  which  these  express.  It  is  one  of  the  great  diffi- 
culties of  homoeopathic  practice  to  meet  with  the  remedy 
which  unites  these  necessarv  conditions.  We  lose  in  search- 
ing  for  it  considerable  time,  and  very  often,  not  finding  it,  we 
are  compelled  to  fill  altogether  only  a  part  of  the  indications 
and  to  attack  the  disease  only  successfully  and  in  detail." 

"As  to  the  combination  of  homceopathic  medicines  with 
each  other,"  continues  Perrj%  "alternation  is  the  process  which 
ought  to  be  preferred  and  recommends  itself  for  several  rea- 
sons. It  not  only  allows  action  upon  several  points  at  once, 
and  filling  all  the  indications  to  which  a  single  medicine  res- 
ponds only  rarely,  but  it  has  the  advantage  of  husbanding 
much  the  reactive  forces  of  the  organism  by  not  soliciting 
them  always  in  the  same  way,  such  as  happens  when  one  per- 
sists in  the  employment  of  one  medicine.  Alternation  has 
not  the  defects  of  the  simultaneous  administration  of  two  or 
more  medicines,  which  may  form  true  compounds  whose  con- 
sequences may  be  very  unexpected,  and  which  in  all  cases 
does  not  allow  one  to  discern  sufficiently  the  part  of  each  of 
the  elements  in  the  general  effect." 

Independently  of  these  doctrinal  adhesions,  more  or  less 
expressed,  to  the  proposition  whose  defense  we  have  under- 
taken, it  is  important  to  add  to  the  few  examples  of  alterna- 
tion given  above  several  others  not  less  important.  If  it 
were  necessary  for  us  here  to  exhaust  the  annals  of  hom<Bopa- 
thy  and  show  tlie  number  of  clinical  facts  where  the  alterna- 
tion of  remedies  has  been  practiced  with  success,  we  should 
have  to  write,  not  a  simple  memoir,  but  a  veritable  volume. 

We  confine  ourselves  to  a  few  characteristic  citations: 

Teste  advises  to  alternate  in   tiie  treatment  of  itch,  lobelia 
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and  aroton\  in  eczema,  rhtu  and  ledum\  in  impetigo,  dulcam 
and  elematis'j  in  asthma  of  miliar,  coral  and  (T^um;  in  croup, 
ipec  and  iry^^n;  iti  variola,  oaustictmi  and  i/i^ren^.  eorr,]  in 
dysentery,  ^^.  and  petrol.;  in  typhoid  fever,  hellad.  and  mi^- 

This  last  alternation  has  been  accepted  by  Dr.  Jousset,  who 
recommends  besides,  in  the  first  period  of  typhoid  fever,  to 
alternate  a^con.  and  ipecac. 


VALEDICTOBY  ADDBE8S. 


BY  JOHN   M.    CBESWELL,    PINEVILLE,  ARK. 


[Delivered  March  2d,  1882,  at  Commencement  of  St.  Louis  College  Homoe- 

opatbic  Physicians  and  Surgeons.] 


readies  and  Grentlemen,  Associate  Students,  and  Honored 
Dean,  and  Professors  of  the  Homoeopathic  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons:  But  once  in  a  life- time  is  a  person  sup- 
posed to  occupy  so  elevated  a  position  as  valedictorian,  which, 
in  the  grateful  recognition  of  my  class  brethren,  I  have  been 
called  this  night  to  fill;  and  it  is  with  feelings  of  no  little 
emotion  that  I  represent  a  class  so  full  of  promise,  of  which 
I  esteem  myself  the  least.  This  is  not  alone  because  of  the 
severance  of  ties  by  which  for  many  months  I  have  been 
bound  both  to  class-mates  and  professors,  and  not  simply  be- 
cause the  conventional  days  of  student  life  are  passed;  but 
because  of  the  realization  of  fondest  hopes  and  aspirations 
of  life  in  going  forth  into  the  broad  world,  relieving  physical 
suffering  on  every  hand,  and  thereby  lifting  our  common  hu- 
manity to  a  loftier  plane,  that  its  ills  of  life  are  mitigated  and 
the  realization  of  life's  enjoyment  intensified,  and  particularly 
so  in  the  representation  of  the  only  true  curative  school, 
founded  on  the  immutable  prinieiples  of  '^  Similia  Similibu& 
Curautur." 
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Once  in  ancient  Italy  there  was  fabled  to  be  a  beautiful 
river,  which,  flowing  onward,  digpensing  blessingB  to  a  land 
parched  by  a  tropical  sun,  when  BuddBnly  it  Bank,  and  was 
thought  to  be  forever  lost;  but,  coursing  its  way  beneath  the 
hidden  realm  of  earth  and  sea  to  a  distant  land,  it  arose, 
enlarged  in  volume,  and,  rushing  on,  and  on,  till  its  waters 
mingled  with  the  mighty  deep.  Thus  it  has  ever  been  with 
human  thought  and  progress.  New  truths  are  born,  and  af- 
ter brief  existence  are  thought  to  be  buried  with  those  who 
gave  them  birth,  when  suddenly,  as  if  by  the  magic  wand  of 
destiny,  they  arise,  and  bursting  forth,  perhaps  in  localities 
far  remote  from  where  they  started,  with  renewed  splendor, 
like  the  sunshine  through  a  riven  cloud,  spreading  warmth, 
health  and  happiness  among  millions  of  human  lives.  Our 
system  of  healing  has  been  no  exception  to  this  law,  for,  be- 
ing born  in  the  midst  of  superstition  and  ignorance  and 
prejudice,  and  notwithstanding  its  founder  under  most  ad- 
verse circumstances  and  with  untiring  zeal,  proclaimed  its 
truth  to  a  suffering  world,  amid  the  jeers  and  insults  of  the 
only  other  school,  it  was  for  a  time  lost  to  view;  but  "  truth 
crushed  to  earth  will  rise  again."  So  homoeopathy  has  risen 
in  distant  lands,  and  Christendom  is  too  ready,  not  only  to 
cover  it  with  the  mantle  of  charity,  but  greet  it  with  encomi- 
ums of  loudest  praise,  and  the  millions  of  the  suffering  of 
many  climes  do  testify  to  the  manifold  blessings  whjch  to 
them  it  has  brought,  for  which  their  posterity  will  ever 
do  honor  to  the  name  of  Hahnemann. 

Homoeopathy  is  not  the  child  of  ignorance,  but  of  intelli- 
gence; it  does  not  seek  to  cover  up  the  pathway  of  its  pro- 
gress, but  it  invites  honest  inquiry  and  criticism.  Nor  is  it 
the  result  of  abnonnal  wanderings  and  sophistries  of  the  hu- 
man mind,  but  is  the  healthful  growth  and  development  of  a 
hjeaven-bom  principle,  just  the  same  as  other  recognized 
laws  in  the  natural  world,  and  none  the  less  immutable  or  en- 
titled to  confidence  and  obedience,  and  not  unlike  the  discov- 
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eries  of  GalHleo  or  Isaac  Newton,  that  were  born  in  obscurity 
and  ignorance;  yet,  also  Ifke  them,  Homoeopathy  is  now  a 
standard  fact,  and  its  adherents  number  millions. 

Homoeopathy  is  also  progressive^  While  nations  rise  and 
crumble;  while  continents  and  oceans  change  their  bound- 
aries; while  false  systems  of  religion  spread  desolation  broad- 
cast and  pass  away,  and  when  erroneous  teachings  in  the 
healing  art  shall  be  no  more,  homoeopathy  will  then  be  pro- 
gressive, for  a  system  founded  on  eternal  principles,  like  the 
stars,  shall  last  forever. 

Homoeopathy  is  a  mild  as  well  as  a  rational  system.  Tor-, 
nadoes  are  not  so  destructive  as  gradual  decomposition, 
though  more  sudden.  Steam  pressure  and  gunpowder  are 
not  as  powerful  as  the  slow  pushing  screw,  nor  even  electric^ 
ity  as  far-reaching  in  its  effects  as  frost  and  moisture;  yet  the 
little  pellet  carries  with  it  a  power  which  might  be  termed 
the  rejuvinator  of  life,  for  which  the  sages  sought,  and  instead 
of  restoring  lost  energies  and  diseased  tissue  to  health,  by  a 
name^  simply,  it  treats  approaching  dissolution  symptomati- 
cally,  and  by  the  unerrhig  laws  on  which  it  is  founded  it 
lifts  the  organic  structure  to  a  plane  upon  which  nature  can 
exercise  her  (^raru^^^  healing  power,- and  thus  changing  the 
physical  condition  from  a  state  of  dissolution  and  decay  to 
that  of  convalescence  and  health;  and  the  period  is  gradually, 
yet  surely^  approaching,  like  the  dawn  of  rosy  morn,  when 
stupid  quackery,  and  license  to  kill  by  deadly  poisons  in  ex- 
cessive doses,  with  a  square  parchment  for  a  defense  and  ref- 
uge from  an  outraged  law,  shall  belong  to  the  dim  past,  for 
which  ineffable  blessings  of  physical  and  moral  health  the 
world  will  rejoice. 

Homoeopathy  is  ^  generous  system.  While  for  all  time  past 
the  doors  of  schools  for  instruction  in  the  healing  art  have 
been  closed  to  the  gentler  sex,  because  of  some  fancied  preju- 
dice or  want  of  compatibility,  yet  I  am  proud  to-night  to  re- 
echo that  in  all  its  halls  of  learning  'z/^^m^n  are  placed  upon 
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the  same  plane,  and  study  from  the  same  texts  and  cadavers 
as  do  the  men,  and  that  7w  impediment  exists  to  their  yet 
scaling  the  dizzy  heights  of  our  progressive  medicine.  And  I 
am  sure  it  gladdens  the  lieart  of  each  one  of  you,  my  hearers, 
who  believes  in  the  destiny  of  the  coming  woman;  for  in  her 
hand  lies  a  fair  share  of  our  national  as  well  as  individual 
reeiponsibility,  and  if  by  the  influence  of  her  charms,  or  by  the 
opportunities  of  her  position,  she  succeeds  in  her  chosen  life, 
of  administering  sympathy  and  affection  as  well  as  splints 
and  pellets,  she  will  have  accom]>lished  all  for  which  a  friend- 
ly world  had  hoped. 

Honored  dean,  and  beloved  professors:  The  moment  has 
come  for  leave-taking,  and  with  many  regrets  we  withdraw 
from  your  paternal  care.  You  have  done  your  work  conscien- 
tiously and  well,  and  if  we  fail,  your  names  are  blameless. 
Many  are  the  lessons  that  you  have  striven  to  teach  us,  and  I 
assure  you  that^Z^o^^n^  memories  will  ever  be  revived  at  the 
mention  of  the  college  you  represent.  To-night  we  enter 
npon  9i7iew  life,  amid  the  elements  for  the  formation  of  man- 
hood and  character,  and  in  our  childish  struggles  for  life,  should 
we  falter  at  times,  the  memory  of  your  faithful  example  will 
be  to  us  a  talisman,  urging  us  onward  to  renewed  and  nobler 
•efforts. 

Fellow  students:  You  are  to  me  as  brothers  and  sisters  of 
the  same  family.  Your  success  in  life  will  be  my  delight, 
and  your  failures  my  sorrow]  Let  this  night  be  to  you  the 
opening  of  a. new  life  indeed,  whose  possibilities  are  brighter 
than  we  are  able  to  think.  Semember  that  no  thought,  no 
word,  no  act  of  man  ever  dies;  they  are  as  immortal  as  the 
soul.  Human  influence,  like  the  waves  of  the  sea,  rolls  on  ' 
and  on,  and  future  generations  will  feel  the  effect  of  your 
principles  and  conduct.  Consecrate  your  influence  to  virtue, 
humanity  and  God.  Thus  in  your  life  you  shall  be  like  the 
Btars  in  the  midnight  heavens.  Cultivate  the  loftiest  integ- 
rity, and  by  it  you  will  gain  the  confidence  of  society.  ,Be 
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not  content  with  yonr  present  attainments,  but  let  &oery  dajp 
add  8ome  new  acquisition  to  your  storehouse  of  knowledge^ 
and  for  which  eternity  will  bless  you.  Carry  with  you  the 
sunshine  of  a  Aa^joy  heart,  and  let  it  inspire  those  to  whom 
you  minister.  Finally,  remember  that  we  are  born  for  a 
higher  destiny  than  that  of  earth — a  destiny  that  points  to  a 
realm  where  the  rmnbow  never  fades,  and  where  the  flowers 
forever  bloom ;  and  when  we  shall  have  passed  to  the  other 
shore,  lettbere  remain  some  honest  sorrow  with  those  who- 
have  known  us  best,  and  who  may  exclaim,  ^^  a  good  man  hatb 
fallen." 

And  to  you,  my  respected  hearers,  who  year  after  year  have^ 
said  farewell  to  each  succeeding  class,  this  occasion  to  yon  isr 
not  without  its  lesson.  As  has  often  been  said,  the  science  of 
medicine  is  progressive,  and  every  new  year  brings  with  it 
n€w  appliances  and  new  remedies  for  the  alleviation  of  human 
suffering;  and  we  here  bespeak  your  patient  forbearance  in 
behalf  of  the  faithful  practitioner,  by  whose  hard-earned  skill 
your  ailments  may  be  dispelled,  and  thereby  you  may  live  to  & 
happy  and  useful  old  age. 


CLIMATE  FOB  CONSUMPTIVES. 


£dUar  St.  Lotus  Clinical  Betfiew: 

In  reply  to  your  request  for  an  article  on  the  climate  of 
Southwest  Missouri  for  consumptive  patients,  I  have  made  up 
a  partial  statement  of  the  advantages  offered  here  for  cases  of 
lung  disease. 

THE  TBMPERATIIKE 

here  is  about  medium,  the  thermometer  seldom  marking  zero^ 
and  then  only  once  or  twice  during  the  winter.  This  winter 
of  1881-2  it  has  been  once  as  low  as  9  above,  but  it  was  not  cold 
then  long  enough  for  ice  to  form  thick  enough  to  cut,  and 
we  shall  have  to  import  our  ice  this  coming  summer.     In 
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the  Bummer  the  heat  rarely  exceeds  90  degrees,  and  owing- 
partly  to  onr  elevation  over  the  country  for  miles  around^ 
even  the  hottest  days  are  rendered  comforta])1e  and  pleasant 
by>  constant  breeze  from  the  gulf.  A  railroad  section,  boss, 
told  me  that  in  twelve  years  here  his  men  on  the  track  (and 
this  is  hot  work),  had  never  been  obliged  to  suspend  work  ;. 
while  in  Canada,  where  he  came  from,  they  were  frequently 
obliged  to  stop  on  account  of  the  heat.  The  night,  breeze 
here  is  delicious,  coming  up  as  it  does  every  evening  about  an^ 
hour  after  sundown.  It  cools  the  air,  and  so  renders  sleep 
possible  and  refreshing.  We  do  not  have  more  than  once  or 
twice  a  year  one  of  those  sultry  hot  nights  when  sleep  is  im^ 
possible,  and  the  morning  finds  one  languid  and  used  up.  We 
have  some  sudden  changes,  as  you  might  expect  from  our 
living,  between  the  extreme  north  and  south,  but  these  cold 
disagreeable  days  an  invalid  must  expect  almost  anywhere, 
and  look  out  and  dress  for  them,  they  come  almost  anywhere, 
but  one  great  advantage  here,  they  last  but  a  day  or  two,  when 
the  wind  comes  from  the  south — our  prevailing  wind — and  we 
have  pleasant  weather  again.  We  do  not  get  many  storms 
from  the  east  nor  northeast ;  when  a  storm  comes  from  that 
direction  it  seems  to  spend  itself  before  it  reaches  here,  so* 
you  can  imagine  what  a  gain  there  must  be  to  invalids  not 
to  have  to  bear  those  heavy  northeast  storms.  Most  of  our 
storms  come  from  the  southwest  and  last  only  a  short  time. 
As  I  said  before,  our  prevailing  wind  here  is  from  the  south 
or  southwest,  and  owing  to  the  fact  of  this  being  partly  a 
timber  country,  we  do  not  have  the  high  winds  that  prevail  iui 
an  all  prairie  country,  nor  do  we  have  the  sudden  wind  storms, 
of  the  western  coast  or  Rocky  Mountains.  Our  wind  is  almost 
a  perpetual  breeze,  summer  and  winter,  pleasant  at  all  seasons,, 
for  in  winteY  we  get  the  warm  air  from  the  gulf,  and  in  sum- 
mer, W^U  we  all  know  that  heat  never  seems  so  oppressive  if 
we  have  a  breeze  stirring.  ^ 
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LOCATION. 

For  location  we  are  on  the  summit  of  the  Ozark  mountains, 
and  yet  it  seems  almiost  imagination  to  say  mountains  here> 
for  far  to  the  south  and  west  of  this  place  are  beautiful  prai- 
ries, *' level  as  a  floor,"  and  fertile  as  the  best  anywhere;,  to 
the  east  and  north  is  mostly  timber,  cut  up  with  small  streams 
and  rivers,  with. a  good  spring  of  water  on  nearly  every  sec- 
tion of  land.  Here,  way  up  on  these  broad  table-lands,  far 
above  swamp  and  miasm,  we  have  the  purest  of  air  and  water; 
can  one  imagine  a  healthier  location?  Tlie  air  is  full  of  ozone, 
is  indeed  almost  pure  ozone;  even  the  <'omnion  forms  of  epi- 
demic diseases  seldom  become  epidemic  here.  A  year  ago 
we  had  scarlatina  here,  but  it  did  not  spread — a  case  here  and 
there  and  it  was  gone,  and  so  with  every  disease;  we  really 
have  very  little  sickness,  and  what  we  do  have  is  always  of  a 
mild  type,  hardly  any  typhoid,  onl}'  two  cases  of  diphtheria  in 
my  practice  for  live  years,  very  few  fatal  cases  of  pneumonia 
unless  killed  with  quinine,  and  all  other  diseases  the  same 
way;  we  really  have  wo  prevailing  Ax^q^^q  here,  it  is  certainly 
the  healthiest  place  I  ever  lived  in,  and  of  course  for  lung 
troubles  such  a  climate,  where  general  health  is  good,  must  be 
excellent. 

There  are  a  great  many  living  here  who  came  on  account  of 
having  weak  lungs,  and  all  with  whom  I  have  talked  have 
been  greatly  benefitted,  some,  I  might  say  all,  expect  too 
much,  they  expect  to  be  absolutely  free  from  all  coughs  or 
bronchial  troubles.  One  lady  says  to  me,  ''do  you  really 
tliink  this  is  agood  climate  for  consumptives?  why,"  she  says, 
"I  came  here  for  my  lungs  and  I  am  hardly  ever  free  from 
a  bronchitis;"  but  before  she  quit  talking  she  told  me  that 
when  she  left  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  she  was  protfounced  hopelessly 
consumptive  and  had  been  unable  for  a  long  time  to  speak 
above  a  whisper.  She  has  lived  here  twelve  years,  and  except 
her  catching  cold  easily  and  a  little  cough  in  bad  weather, 
she  has  not  any  tendency  to  consumption. 
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■ 

It  is  ray  experience  that  people  who  make  a  change  of 
climate  for  weak  hmgs  expect  too  much;  they  Beem  to  ex- 
pect to  be  as  well  as  their  neighbor  who  enjoys  robust  health 
and  can  stand  anything;  they  do  not  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  of  their  weak  condition,  probably  inherited,  and  un- 
less-they  are  relieved  of  all  unpleasant  fetlings  almost  imme- 
diately, soon  become  discouraged  with  their  new  climate,  or 
physician,  and  seek  fresh  pastures.  It  seems  to  me  a  duty 
that  a  physician  owes  not  only  to  himself,  but  to  his  patient, 
to  impress  upon*  him  that  in  lung  troubles  "  eternal  vigi- 
lance is  the  price  of  life; "  he  must  keep  a  constant  watch  and 
guard  over  himself;  be  cannot  indulge  in  excesses  of  any 
kind  without  lowering  his  vitality,  nor  can  he  expose  himself 
to  all  weather  without  bringing  on  lung  trouble  that  will  end 
in  consumption. 

From  the  census  of  1870,  the  deaths  from  consumption  in 
the  state  of  Arkansas  are  given  at  5  per  cent.,  and  in  the  state 
pi*  Missouri  at  9  per  cent.  Now  if  we  could  take  only  the 
healthiest  part  of  both  states,  viz.,  the  northwest  section  of 
Arkansas,  and  the  southwest  section  of  Missouri,  the  moun- 
tainous portions,  we  would  undoubtedly  find  a  rate  not  ex- 
ceeding 2i  or  3  per  cent. 

We  have  a  fog  here  occasionally  after  a  storm,  not  very  often 
however,  and  we  have  none  of  the  heavy  dews  they  have  in 
the  eastern  states.  We  do  not  have  extremely  dry  air  as  in 
Minnesota,  where  it  is  so  dry  as  to  take  up  all  the  moisture 
from  the  nasal  passages,  causing  with  nearly  everybody,  as  it 
did  with  myself,  an  unendurable  persistent  catarrh;  here  the 
catarrhs  are  much  more  amenable  to  treatment,  and  m(»st  of 
them  easily  cured. 

MINERAL   8FBIKG6. 

Almost  every  county  and  township  has  its  wonderful  medi- 
cinal spring,  warranted  to  cure  every  ill  "  that  flesh  is  heir 
to;"  what  one  won't  do,  another  will,  but  we  believe  their 
principal  virtue  is    because   they  are  such  absolutely  pure 
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water,  and  that  people,  when  they  go  to  "  the-  springs  "  make 
an  extra  effort  to  swallow  all  the  water  they  can.  We  have  a 
belief  that  people  as  a  general  thing  do  not  drink  as  much 
water  as  would  be  best  for  them,  but  we  have  no  time  for  an 
'essay  on  that  subject;  now,  we  only  speak  of  it  to  show  what 
nature  has  meant  for  this  favored  section. 

BUSINESS   CHANGES. 

There  are  plenty  of  good  business  chances  here  and  around 
here,  the  farm  lands  are  equal  to  any  anywhere,  our  wheat 
brings  the  highest  price  in  the  market,  and  ^tock-raising  pays 
big  profits,  as  the  stock  needs  to  be  fed  but  a  short  time,  and 
we  are  so  near  a  large  market  that  advantage  can  always  be 
taken  of  good  prices  to  ship. 

GAMK. 

For  the  invalid  who  likes  sport  and  an  out  door  life,  gam6 
is  ever  at  his  command.  Wild  turkeys,  quail,  ducks,  squirrels 
and  rabbits,  are  plenty,  and  the  streams  are  full  of  fish. 

SCHOOLS   AND    CHUBCHES. 

Our  educational  facilities  are  not  surpassed  anywhere;  th6 
public  schools  are  good,  and  Drury  College  is  taking  rank 
with  the  first  institutions  in  the  land.  Of  churches,  we  have 
almost  every  denomination,  with  good  buildings  and  well 
supported. 

CONVENIENCE   OF    ACCESS. 

But  almost  above  every  other  consideration,  we  are  conve- 
nient to  everywhere.  On  the  direct  through  line  to  California, 
we  are  only  a  few  hours'  ride  from  St.  Louis  over  &  well-kept, 
well-managed  road;  it  does  not  cost  a  fortune  to  get  here? 
and,  if  dissatisfied,  it  costs  but  little  to  return.  We  have  now 
another  railroad  to  Kansas  City  on  the  west,  and,  before  the 
year  closes,  this  road  will  be  through  to  Memphis  on  the 
«outh. 

Mr.  Editor:  this  is  a  rambling  lettet*,  with  some  incidentals 
thrown  in  about  Southwest  Missouri  and  its  climate  for  con- 
sumptives, and  hoping  it  may  be  of  benefit  to  some  physi- 
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«ian8  who  are  casting  about  where  to  send  their  consumptive 
patients,  I  remain,  yours, 

C.  L.  King,  M.  D. 

Sprvngfield,  Mo.,  Feb.  14, 1882. 
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I  cannot  go  further  into  the  consideration  of  these  circum-. 
stances;  I  only  cite  tliem  as  evidence  of  the  influence  of  mois- 
ture  in  the  soil  so  far  as  it  is  measurable  by  the  proportion  of 
ground-water  present.  We  are  more  nearly  concerned  with 
the  relation  of  the  soil  to  tlie  water  which  we  apply  to  our 
use,  which  we  draw  from  wells  and  springs,  to  water  as  a 
vehicle  conveying  mattei*s  out  from  the  soil.  When  typhuB 
or  cholera  rages  epidemically  in  any  place,  two  parties  imme- 
diately set  up  a  contention  as  to  whether  the  epidemic  influ- 
ence proceeds  from  the  water  or  the  air.  It  must  be  admitted 
henceforth  that  either  is  possible,  that  a  so-called  sickly  soil 
-can  impart  its  noxious  properties  equally  to  the  water  and  to 
the  air  it  contains,  but  it  may  also  be  that  only  one  of  these 
ways  is  possible  as  to  certain  matters  and  lower  organism.  Ob- 
servation and  experiment  must  decide  upon  that.  Most  physi- 
<5ians  have  hitherto  considered  that  infection  was  probably 
most  directly  conveyed  through  the  water,  and  the  so-called 
drinking-water  theory  has  been  developed  from  this  view.  It 
has,  however,  been  ascertained  that  the  best  known  infectious 
agent  in  the  soil,  the  bacillus  tnalarim,,  which  Krebs  and 
Tommassi-Crudelli  have  discovered  and  discovered  in  Roman- 
fever  districts,  cannot  live  without  air.  These  investigators 
found  that  the  malarial  poison  was  not  communicated  to  the 
water  that  stood  over  a  richly  malarious  mud.  Tommassi 
says,  in  his  latest  work  on  the  Koman  malaria  and  the  ancient 
drainage  of  the  Roman  hills,  that  ^'the  bacillus  rnalaricB  is 
pre-eminently  fan  air-living  organism."     Among  the  condi- 
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tions  favorable  to  its  propagation  in  a  malarial  soil — which 
need  not  be  a  swamp  soil — Tommassi  specifies  a  temperature  of 
about  20  deg.  C.  (68  deg.  Pahr.),  a  moderate  degree  of  steady 
moisture,  and  the  direct  action  of  the  oxygen  of  the  air  on  all 
parts  of  the  mass.  He  says  further  :  "  Tlie  lack  of  one  of 
these  conditions  is  enough  to  cause  a  suspension  of  the  devel- 
opment of  the  spores  and  of  the  increase  of  the  malarial  fer- 
ment." If  any  one,  however,  believes  that  this  organism 
must  also  remain  inoperative  when  it  passes  into  our  blood 
because  that  is  a  fluid,  he  should  be  reminded  that  it  makes 
a  great  difference  whether  we  put  such  organisms,  taken  from 
their  airy  nests  in  moist  soil,  into  cold  water,  or  into  warm 
blood  where  air  is  supplied  to  them  from  the  corpuscles. 

We  cannot,  indeed,  answer,  with  the  results  of  the  experi- 
ment and  microscopical  investigation,  questions  respecting  the 
infectious  diseases  with  the  specific  germs  of  which  we  are 
not  acquainted,  but  we  may  be  guided  in  the  matter  by  other 
facts.  Naegelli  says  :  "  Contagion  fungi  can  keep  up  their 
peculiar  activity  in  the  water  only  for  a  short  time.  The  purer 
it  is  the  less  food  they  find  in  it;  they  are  very  soon  removed 
by  exhaustion  in  clear  spring  water;  and  even  in  water  that 
contains  food  for  them^  and  where  they  can  multiply  fast? 
degeneration  quickly  sets  in,  and  they  are  changed  into  com- 
mon ferments  " — Popular  Scienoe  for  February. 


MEDICAL  SOCIETY  PROCEEDINGS. 


[Reported  by  W.  B.  Morgan.] 

St.  Louis,  February  13,  1882. 
Dr.  Edmonds  having  been  called  to  the  chair,  the  President, 
Dr.  Kershaw,  presented  the  following  paper  on  "  The  Nerv- 
ous Symptoms  of  Teething  Children:  " 


The  Nervous  Symptoms  of  Dentition.  IT 

THE  NERVOUS  SYMPTOMS  OF  DENTITIOK, 


BY   J.    MARTIKB   KERSHAW,  M.    D. 


Members  of  the  society  :  It  is  not  my  purpose  to-night  to 
read  an  exhaustive  paper,  but  simply  to  call  attention  in  a 
few  words  to  a  subject  of  great  importance  to  every  practi- 
tioner of  medicine. 

During  dentition  certain  nervous  symptoms  are  commonly 
observed,  which  vary  according  to  the  disposition  and  inherit- 
ed qualities  of  the  child.  Change  of  disposition  is  generally 
a  marked  symptom.  Great  irritability;  desirous  of  being 
held  or  carried  constantly;  nothing  pleases  the  child;  asks 
for  things  and  then  refuses  them  when  offered — these  lire 
symptoms  frequently  noticed  in  teething  children. 

Some  children  cry  incessantly.  It  is  a  piteous  whine  that 
is  altogether  unlike  the  malicious  exhibition  of  temper  just 
noted  above. 

Sleeplessness  is  a  distressing  and  many  times  a  diflScult 
symptom  to  remove.  It  is  generally  observed  as  one  of  a 
^roup  of  symptoms,  but  sometimes  stands  alone.  When  as- 
sociated with  scanty  urination  it  portends  danger  to  the  child 
and  should  receive  close  attention. 

Starting  when  falling  asleep  is,  in  all  probability,  associated 
with  dreams  of  a  frightful  character.  The  start  and  cry  of 
terror,  together  with  the  look  of  apprehension  upon  the 
child's  features,  indicate  the  mental  condition  of  the  patient. 

Grinding  of  the  teeth  (when  they  are  developed)  is  also  a 
symptom  noticed  ill  many  instances.  It  is  one  of  the  indica- 
tions of  cerebral  irritability.  It  is  also  done,  perhaps,  to 
obtain  relief  by  pressing  the  gums  together. 

Vomiting  is  sometimes  a  reflex  symptom  of  cerebral  irri- 
tation, and  may  not  be  followed  by   other  serious  trouble, 
but  it  may  be,  and  sometimes   is,   the   forerunner  of  con 
Fulsions. 
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Convulsions  are  a  troublesome  complication  of  dentition^ 
but  the  subjects  are,  as  a  rule,  the  children  of  those  pre-dis- 
posed  to  nervous  affections.  The  convulsions  may  either  pre- 
cede or  accompany  the  eruption  of  a  group  of  teeth. 

Diagnosis — Worms  may  excite  fever  and  mental  irritability 
during  the  period  of  dentition  and  mislead  the  practitioner 
who  is  not  over-careful. 

Malarial  fever  of  a  low  type  may  change  the  child's  dispo- 
sition, and  during  the  height  of  the  fever  convulsions  may 
ensue. 

Constipation,  or  imperfect  evacuation  of  faeces,  may  bring 
about  a  condition  resembling  in  a  general  way  the  symptoms 
of  dentition.  An  irritable  stomach  may  set  up  a  train  of 
symptoms  which  resemble  those  due  to  teething. 

Mal-nutritions,  due  to  insufficient  quantity  or  impaired 
quality,  or  both,  of  the  mother's  milk,  will  render  a  child 
peevish,  restless,  sleepless,  and  cause  it  to  manifest  other 
symptoms  like  those  induced  by  the  process  of  dentition. 

Impure  air  or  constant  confinement  to  an  over-heated,  and 
perhaps  illy  ventilated  house,  may  also  cause  the  child  to  ex- 
hibit symptoms  like  those  of  dentition. 

Reflex  genital  irritation,  due  to  phimosis, imperfect  meatus 
urinatiuB,  or  adherent  foreskin  and  glans,  may  cause  nervous 
symptoms  very  like  those  due  to  the  development  or  eruption 
of  the  teeth.  When  the  child  is  actually  teething,  and  one 
or  more  of  the  troubles  just  mentioned  Are  present  also,  it  may 
be  difficult  to  separate  the  symptoms  due  to  the  several  con- 
ditions, and  place  the  due  importance  upon  each. 

Treatment.  —  The  constitutional  weaknesses  of  children 
crop  out  during  period  of  life  when  they  are  teething  ; 
constitutional  remedies  are  therefore  the  ones  generally  re- 
quired. Fresh  air  and.  sun  light  are  excellent,  and  all- 
important  aids  in  the  treatment  of  this  trouble  of  childhood. 
They  strengthen  and  stimulate  the  child,  quiet  its  nervous 
system,  and  make  it  sleep.    The  principal   remedies  to  be 
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used  during  this  period  of  life  are:  aconite^  belladonna^ 
chamdmilla^  apis,  calcarea  cari.,  calcarea  phos.,  calcareajodj 
sulphur  arid  silicea. 


Dr.  J.  T.  Kent  being  present,  and  not  a  member,  was  in- 
vited to  take  part  in  the  discussion. 

Db.  Kent:  I  will  make  a  few  remarks,  rather  by  way  of 
addition  to  those  presented  by  the  essayist  than  in  the  form 
of  criticism. 

In  my  experience  the  troubles  of  dentition  have  been  much 
aggravated  by  the  habit  many  mothers  have  of  giving  their 
children  peanuts,  candy,  etc.,  to  eat  indiscriminately. 

These  disturb  the  stomach  and  bowels,  causing  or  keep- 
ing up  nausea  and  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  The  stools  are 
apt  to  be  green,  foul  smelling,  and  may  be  passed  invol- 
untary. The  appetite  for  sweets  is  increased.  In  the  treat- 
ment of  such  cases  I  have  had  good  success  with  argentum 
nitricum.  It  stops  the  stomach  and  bowel  troubles  and  at 
the  same  time  checks  the  desire  for  sweets.  Of  course,  I  in- 
struct the  mothers  to  withhold  the  sweatmeats.  The  oalc, 
phos.  of  Schuessler  covers  enough  of  the  symptoms  usually 
seen  in  teething  children  to  be  generally  applicable.  So  far 
as  the  symptom  grinding  of  the  teeth  is  concerned,  I  do  not 
see  how  it  can  be  present  until  the  children  have  got  their 
teeth. 

Teething  complaints  are  more  frequent  in  summer. 

Dr,  Cummings  :  A  piece  of  ice  in  a  handkerchief  is  a  very 
good  thing  for  a  child  to  suck  when  the  gums  are  swollen 
and  hot.  Putting  the  ice  in  a  handkerchief  prevents  its  be- 
ing swallowed-  Phosphate  of  lime  from  sheep's  bones  should 
be  better  than  mineral  phosphate.  I  have  had  some  pre- 
pared, but  have  not  tried  enough  to  be  satisfied  about  it  yet. 
If  there  is  sweat  about  the  head  and  other  symptoms  usually 
ascribed  to  calc,  there  is  no  question  but  what  it  will  be  bene- 
ficial in  from  the  6*  to  the  12^  trituration.     I  do  not  believe 
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in  dilutions  of  insoluble  drugs  nor  in  triturations  of  vegeta- 
ble ones.     The  latter  get  mouldy. 

Dr.  Parsons  :  The  essayist  tells  us  that  the  nervous  symp- 
toms of  dentition  are  due  to  some  inherited  state  of  constitu- 
tion, but  he  does  not  say  what,  nor  tell  how  any  inherited 
taint  could  produce  the  symptoms  he  has  mentioned. 

I  deny  the  allegation,  and  say  that  difficult  dentition  is  not 
due  to  anything  inherited. 

The  position  of  the  essayist  in  this  matter  reminds  me  of 
the  old  liver  dodge  of  the  allopathic  doctors.  When  they  did 
not  know  what  was  the  matter,  thev  said  the  liver  was  out  of 
order. 

I  think  it  a  lame  excuse  to  say  that  heredity  is  the  cause  of 
difficult  dentition.  I  would  like  to  have  somebody  prove  it 
and  tell  \i8  just  what  symptoms  are  due  to  the  inherited  taint. 
As  for  myself,  I  hold  that  the  vomiting  is  the  result  of  direct 
irritation  and  not  reflex.  There  is  a  special  alliance  between 
some  remote  portions  of  the  body,  as  is  seen  in  lockjaw  from 
injury  of  the  thumb  or  big  toe.  Why  does  injury  of  these 
parts  produce  lockjaw  when  injuries  in  other  parts  do  not  ? 

As  for  the  cause  of  difficult  dentition,  I  believe  it  to  be  in 
many  cases  mineral  inanition.  A  tooth  is  sometimes  in  sight 
for  weeks  before  it  comes  tlirough  from  lack  of  deposit  of  lime 
salts  at  its  base.  It  fails  to  come  through,  not  because  the 
gum  is  hard,  but  from  insufficient  vis  atergo. 

Dr.  (tundelacw  :  We  should  often  be  troubled  to  account 
for  the  disturbance  present  if  we  looked  only  at  the  gums. 
We  must  remember  that  the  brain  is  growing  very  rapidly 
at  the  time  the  teeth  are  making  their  appearance,  and  that 
this  may  have  as  much  or  more  to  do  with  the  troubles  under 
consideration  than"  the  eruption  of  the  teeth.  The  essayist 
recommends  air  and  light.  Sometimes  darkness  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred. Sometimes  a  father  may  come  home  at  night  and 
take  up  his  child  that  was  sleeping  quietly  in  his  crib,  and 
toss  him  up  where  the  light  will  shine  brightly  in  his  eyes, 
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Jtnd  play  with  him  until  he  becomeg  bo  excited  that  he  may 
not  Bleep  any  more  that  night.    Here  I  think  that  darkneBB 
'^nd  quiet  would  be  better  than  light  and  exercise. 

Db.  Edhondb  :  I  think  that  the  profeBBion  aB  well  as  the 
laity  are  too  much  inclined  to  labor-saving  in  this  matter.  It 
is  a  common  habit  to  attribute  to  teething  symptoms  that 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Formerly  it  was  the  habit  to 
blame  worms  for  almost  everything  that  mighthappen;  more 
recently  it  is  the  teeth  that  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  trouble. 
Either  of  these  views  is  entirely  unauthorized.  The  nausea 
and  vomiting  are  commonly  due  to  errors  in  diet  or  exposure, 
sleeplessnesB,  to  a  sip  of  tea  or  coiFee,  or  to  nursing  a  nerv- 
ous,  excited  mother,  or  to  breathing  a  confined  atmosphere, 
^e  are  often  told  that  the  gums  are  inflamed  when,  it  is  not 
so,  and  we  shall  be  generally  more  successful  in  treatment  if 
we  look  around  for  some  more  adequate  cause  for  the  symp- 
toms we  meet  with.  Teething  is  a  normal  process^  and  should 
be  attended  with  no  more  disturbance  than  the  growth  of 
legs  and  arms. 

That  it  is  so  is  largely  due  te  bad  food,  teo  much  of  it,  given 
too  often,  combined  with  improper  ventilation  and  a  lack  of 
cleanliness.  In  giving  a  supposed  cause  for  the  illnesB  of 
their  children,  mothers  are  inclined  to  mention  something 
that  will  not  be  discreditable  to  themselves;  so  they  say  teeth- 
ing instead  of  telling  what  they  have  given  them  to  eat. 
Worms  are  not  common  at  dentition;  they  come  in  after- 
ward. I  think  the  influence  of  heredity  is  doubtful.  I  do 
not  know  what  a  child  might  inherit  unless  it  could  be  struma 
or  syphilis;  but  these  diseases  would  not  exhibit  themselves, 
especially  at  dentition.  If  the  children  have  a  hot  bath  at 
bedtime,  fresh  air  in  the  daytime,  and  are  well  fed  and  clothed 
there  will  be  little  nausea,  sleeplessness,  etc. 

Dr.  Parsons  spends  his  time  cutting  off  legs  and  mutilating 
people  generally;  so  we  may,  perhaps, excuse  him  for  indulg- 
ing the  same  habit  in  his  remarks. 
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Dr.  Pearman. — An  evening  warm  bath  is  excellent  for 
quieting  the  children,  and  overcoming  sleeplessness.  Vera- 
trtrni  V.  ar8,  and  veratrum  alb,  are  good  remedies,  each  ac- 
cording to  its  indications.  Regulation  of  the  diet  is  the  prin- 
ciple thing,  though. 

Dr.  de  Oailhol. — I  haVe  treated  many  children  among  the 
poor.  Among  this  class,  especially,  it  is  the  custom  for  the 
mother  to  give  the  child  the  breast  every  time  it  cries.  This 
frequent  nursing  upsets  the  stomach,  and  makes  it  cry  much 
more.  It  gets  the  breast  all  the  more  frequently,  and  the 
game  goes  on,  now  nursing,  now  crying.  .Often  the  children 
are  not  washed  and  are  very  dirty.  Hygienic  measures  are 
necessary.  I  always  give  very  particular  instructions  in  re- 
gard to  the  intervals  between  nursing,  making  them  two  hours 
in  young  children.  If  the  child  is  restless  at  night,  I  direct  a 
warm  bath  of  five  minutes  before  going  to  bed.  Another 
difficulty  is  met  with,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  first  child. 
The  father,  mother,  and  grand-mother  think  he  is  the  finest 
baby  ever  was,  and  between  them  are  tossing  and  playing  with 
him  pretty  much  all  the  time.  If  they  happen  to  stop  it  he 
begins  to  "  holler,"  and  they  send  for  the  doctor.  I  some- 
times ask  if  they  are  in  the  habit  of  tossing  and  playing  with 
him.  They  say  no,  of  course.  When  there  is  real  trouble, 
oalcareaphoa.  is  one  of  the  best  remedies;  chamomilla  is  an- 
other. 

Dr.  Valentine. — ^That  teething  is  a  painful  process  we  have 
positive  evidence  from  those  who  have  cut  their  wisdom  teeth. 
There  are  persons  who  have  been  sick  two  or  three  years  from 
this  cause.  I  do  not  think  any  child  would  have  trouble  in 
teething  if  there  were  no  inherited  defects  of  constitution.  I 
recently  had  a  case  in  which  the  trouble  was  at  first  supposed 
to  be  difficult  dentition.  Saliva  ran  from  the  child's  mouth;  it 
would  wake  with  a  shriek  at  night  frightened  and  trembling, 
and  had  a  rattling  cough.  It  proved  to  be  a  severe  attack  of 
capillary  bronchitis.     The  child  was  about  fifteen  months  old; 
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it  has  recovered,  but  has  cut  no  new  teeth  yet.  I  have  given 
{fhamomilla  in  these  cases  as  recommended  by  the  authors, 
but  I  have  never  seen  any  benefifc  from  ft.  Goffea  supplies  its 
place  with  me.  I  vras  reai-ed  among  the  high  country  hills  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  but  I  never  heard  of  difficult' dentition 
while  I  lived  there.  '  It  is  only  since  I  have  «ome  South  and 
West  that  it  has*  come  to  my  knowledge.  Here  we  meet  with 
it  every  summer,  and  I  believe  it  is  due  to  the  extreme  heat. 
The  cecond  summer  is  the  great  dread.  In  this  city  this  as 
well  as  many  other  troubles  has  been  much  less  since  the 
sewers  have  been  built.  Calcarea  30*  will  carry  the  patient 
through  every  time;  but  if  the  parents  are  healthy  and  live 
on  a  hill  their  children  will  not  be  sickly  at  dentition. 

Now-a-days,  it  is  the  fashion  to  talk  a  great  deal  about  reflex 
symptoms.  Specialists  are  always  finding  something  in  their 
Hue.  Our  President  is  one  of  them;  everything  is  nervous 
reflex  with  him.  That  is  his  hobby.  The  oculist  will  find  eye 
trouble;  the  aurist,  ear  trouble;  the  gynecologist,  womb 
trouble.     It  is  a  conscientious  habit  with  them.> 

As  for  the  sleeplessness  present  in  children  or  older  per- 
sons, Scutellaria  lateriflora  is  one  of  the  best  of  remedies. 
Tears  ago,  when  I  was  beginning  to  study  homoeopathy,  I  had 
charge  of  a  former  patient  of  Dr.  Hale  of  Chicago.  I  wrote 
to  him  as  one  of  the  authorities  to  find  out  what  to  give  for 
sleeplessness.  He  recommended  Scutellaria^  and  I  found  it 
excellent.  Since  I  have  become  a  college  man  myself,  I  have 
often  been  consulted  in  the  same  manner.  Iguatia  is  a  good 
remedy;  so  is  belladonna.  Teething  is  a  normal  process  of 
nature,  and  the  better  the  conditions  the  less  trouble  there 
will  be  attending  it.  Children  in  the  city,  teething  in  hot 
weather,  should  be  got  out  of  it,  and  they  should  be  prevent- 
ed from  eating  too  much.  Regular  hot  baths  are  too  enerva- 
ting: lots  of  children  are  bathed  to  death. 

Dr.  Edmonds. — A  great  deal  is  said  about  the  second  sum- 
mer, and  with  some  reason;  but  the  more  frequent  sickness  in 
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children  of  that  age  is  not  due  to  any  particular  condition  o 
weakness  or  susceptibility,  but  to  the  circumstance  that  they 
have  been  put  upon  a  new  diet  to  which  they  bave  not  yet  be- 
eome  adapted.  I  would  like  to  ask  Br.  Valentine  how  much 
ealearea  30^  will  be  required  to  grow  a  good  set  of  teeth  t 
Or  is  his  remark  a  joke?  Galcarea  is  a  good  remedy,  and  I 
suppose  it  has  an  influence  upon  the  system  generally,  rather 
than  a  direct  action  upon  the  teeth. 

Db.  Valentine. — I  thought  Dr.  Edmonds  knew  more  of 
materia  medica  than  that.  We  do  not  give  cdlo»te»  expect* 
ing  it  to  go  directly  into  the  formation  of  the  teeth,  but  with 
a  view  of  so  influencing  the  tooth  pulp  that  it  will  separate 
out  the  lime  salts  from  the  blood,  as  the  stream  passes  by.  We 
don't  expect  our  burnt  oyster  shells  to  make  the  chalk  hills  of 
England  I ! 

Dr.  KfissHAw. — ^After  all  that  has  been  said,  I  still  hold  to 
the  assertion  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  difficult  dentition, 
and  you  have  all  acknowledged  as  much  in  your  remarks.  In 
my  essay  I  referred  to  other  complaints  that  might  have  sim- 
ilar symptoms,  and  I  had  no  thought  of  comprising  all  the 
!^  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to"  under  the  head  of  ^^  nervous  symp- 
toms of  dentition."  Such  symptoms  undoubtedly  do  exist,  and 
my  remarks  referred  to  them.  As  to  the  old  doctors  and  the 
liver  troubles  mentioned  by  Dr.  Parsons,  I  do  not  think  they 
were  so  much  out  of  the  way.  The  recent  doctrines  of  physiol- 
ogy tend  to  substantiate  the  correctness  of  their  diagnoses, when 
they  attributed  so  many  obscure  complaints  to  the  liver.  In  this- 
section,  at  least,  the  doctor  who  fails  to  look  after  the  liver  will 
make  many  failures  in  practice.  Another  speaker  said  worms 
used  to  be  very  popular.  I  think  there  are  some  left  yet. 
Many  cases  of  fretfulness,  chorea,  hacking  cough,  etc.,  are  not 
cured  until  treatment  for  the  removal  of  worms  is  employed. 
As  for  the  assertion  that  teething  is  a  nneirmal  process  and 
should  be  attended  with  no^ifficultft,  the  same  may  be  said 
of  parturition    and   menstruation;  but  who  will  «laim  thaj( 
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Ifae  difficultiee  asoribed  to  these  proceBses  are  iinaginarj? 
I  have  seen  children  that  were  greatly  irritated  at  the  erup- 
tion of  every  tooth,  and  there  oonld  be  no  mistake  about  the 
oanse  of  the  disturbance.  I  believe  in  attributing  things 
4o  their  proper  causes.  I  have  certainly  seen  beneiit  from 
c/ukmomMla. 

Db.  YALBNTims. — Xhevosses  having  stooFs    smelling    like- 
eotten':egg8,  «nd  the  other  symptoms  usually  looked  upon  as 
\T  ohmuofniUa,  I  always  cure  with  arsenumfn  6^ . 


In  Cfaar^  of  S.  B.  Paksons,  M.  D.,  Surgeon. 


MnU8    TOX.  3»  IN  BLOOD-POISONING. 


BY  .J.    DS'rKlOK,   FETBOLIA,  PA. 


Johnnie  B.  was  wounded  in  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  foot 
wilh  a  32-long  cartridge  ball,  striking  the  scaphoid,  penetrate 
ing  the  external  cuneiform,  and  lodging  in  the  cuboid  bone» 
The  bones  were  shattered  by  the  penetration  of  the  ball.  I 
failed  to  extract  the  ball  from  the  dorsal  surface,  and  decided 
to  make  An  incision  in  the  plantar  surface  of  the  foot,  which 
would  give  the  wound  perfect  drainage,  and  would  enable  me  to* 
remove  small  speculse  of  bone.  I  succeeded  in  finding  the 
ball,  and  removed  it,  with  fragments  of  bone  and  a  small 
quantity  ot  cloth,  carried  with  the  ball  from  the  leg  of  the 
pants.  Five  days  later,  when  dressing  the  wound,  I  observed 
eotisiderable  irritation,  and  close  observation  detected  a  small 
portion  of^lue  cloth  or  yarn  imbedded  in  the  wound,  carried 
from  the  stocking  or  hose  with  the  ball.    I  used  a  sharp-pointed 

Ipelio  remove  .the  blue  cloth,  and  observed  upon  it  puru- 
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lent  matter.  (The  wound  did  well  under  local  treatment,  and 
the  patient  recovered  without  lameness.)  I  laid  the  scalpel 
down  on  the  bed  clothes.  John  B.,  aged  35,  lifted  the  scalpel 
and  wiped  the  blade  on  the  bed  clothes,  and  let  it  fall,  the 
point  penetrating  the  pants,  drawers,  and  scarcely  penetrating 
the  skin.  No  blood  flowed,  and  he  scarcely  felt  it.  Forty- 
•eight  hours  later  he  was  taken  with  a  severe  chill,  followed 
with  high  fever,  when  I  was  called  to  see  him;  pulse  188, face 
flushed,  pupils  diluted,  delirium.  The  prick  of  the  scalpel  on 
the  thigh  was  scarcely  perceptible,  but  swollen,  resembling 
the  sting  of  a  bee.  I  applied  hot  applications  of  carbolized 
flaxseed  meal,  and  gave  him  helladonna.  Next  day  he  was 
better,  pulse  100,  and  rational.  The  third  day  the  gen tlei^aan 
assented  to  the  wish  of  his  partner  and  empl6yed  allopali^y, 
and  was  dosed  with  quinine  and  Tnorphine  for  five* days,  and 
<5ontinued  to  grow  worse. 

The  attending  physician  said  he  would  not  recover.  I  was 
then  recalled  to  take  charge  of  him.  Pulse  135;  very  rest- 
less; low  delirium;  leg  enormously  swollen  from  body  down 
to  the  toes;  measured  at  thigh  nineteen  inches  more. than  the 
other  thigh.  I  ordered  hot  fomentations  applied  every  two 
minutes  to  the  limb  and  gave  rhus  tox,  3rd  internally.  Next 
<iay  less  restless;  continued  same  treatment.  The  following 
day  I  invited  four  old  school  physicians  to  see  the  case;  they 
pronounced  it  a  hopeless  case,  and  said  he  would  die.  I  con- 
tinued the  same  treatment,  and  later,  when  I  detected  fluctu- 
ation in  different  portions  of  the  thigh,  I  made  numerous 
deep  incisions,  which  were  followed  by  a  very  profuse  dis- 
charge of  pus.  The  discharge  lasted  ten  days,  and  aggregated- 
over  two  gallons.  I  gave  him  nourishing  diet,  consisting  of 
egg-nog,  beef-tea,  etc.,  ad  libitum.  He  made  a  good  re- 
covery, and  to-day  enjoys  good  health.  The  most  noteworthy 
portion  of  the  case  was  the  slight  prick  at  the  point  of  infec- 
tion after  the  scalpel  was  wiped  on  the  bed  clothes,  then  pen- 
etrating pants  and  drawers,  and  yet  contained  suflidient  pus 
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to  cause  such  extensive  blood-poisoning.      2d.   The  su'ccess 
following  oiie  remedy  alone,  rhtis  tax.  3*. 


NEUBITia  IN  STUMP 8, 


In  an  original  contribution  to  the  first  number  of  the 
Revue  de  Chirvrgie^  Dr.  G.  Nepveu,  of  Paris,  after  a  short 
review  of  previously  recorded  cases  of  neuritis  in  stumps,  re- 
lates a  case,  observed  by  hiniself,  of  ascending  neuritis  in  the 
leg  after  amputation  of  the  foot  for  gangrene  from  endar- 
teritis. About  fonr  months  and  a  half  after  tlie  operation, 
the  extremity  of  the  stump  ulcerated,  and  the  patient,  a  man 
aged  44,  suffered  from  severe  shooting  pains,  which  reached 
to  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  from  painfnl  contractions  of  the 
flexor  muscles  of  the  stump,  and  also  from  pain  and  convul- 
sive movements  of  a  similar  character  in  the  sound  leg. 
Removal  of  the  painful  stump  by  amputation  just  below  the- 
seat  of  election  was  ultimately  followed  by  complete  relief, 
although  the  stump  left  at  this  second  operation  ulcerated  and 
was  very  tender  for  about  four  mouths.  On  examination  of 
the  amputated  stump,  the  posterior  tibial  nerve  was  found  to 
be  thickened  and  adherent  at  its  lower  extremity  to  tte  cica- 
trix; and  the  lower  portions  of  the  anterior  tibial  and  internal 
saphenous  nerves  resembled  fibrous  cords.  The  microscopic 
appearance  of  these  nerves  even  at  their  proximal  extremities 
indicated  a  chronic  interstitial  and  parenchymatous  neuritis, 
that  is  to  say,  an  inflammation  affecting  both  the  connective 
tissue  and  the  nerve  elements.  This  condition,  M.  NepTea 
states,  accounts  for  the  convulsive  movement  of  the  stump, 
its  ulceration,  and  the  severe  pain  felt  by  the  patient.  More- 
over, it  enables  us  to  understand  why  the  sound  limb  had 
also  been  involved  in  the  spasm,  and  why,  after  the  second 
amputation,  relief  of  the  pain  resulted  very  slowly  and  not 
immediately.     Ascending  neuritis  in  a  stump  affects,  it  is 
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stated,  two  very  different  fomiB — the  simple  form  and  the 
complicated.  Simple  ascending  nenritis  may  be  accompanied 
by  persistent  neuralgia,  or  by  trophic  disturbances  in  the 
stump.  Tlie  complicated  ascending  neuritis  presents  itself  in 
one  or  other  of  two  different  aspects.  Sometimes  it  attacks- 
the  other  and  sound  limb  on  the  side  of  the  stump — ascend- 
ing neuritis  and  unilateral  myelitis.  At  other  times  the  my- 
elitis is  called  transverse,  and  then  the  surgeon  has  to  deal 
with  paralysis  of  the  bladder,  and  paralysis,  neuralgia,  or  con- 
tracture of  the  corresponding  limb  on  the  opposite  side.  The 
myelitis  may  be  followed  by  rapid  death.  M.  Nepveu  regards- 
his  case  as  one  of  recovery.  Attention  is  directed  to  M.  Ver- 
neuil's  practice  of  resecting  nerve-trunks  in  the  flaps  during- 
amputation.  This  resection,  it  is  thought,  would  probably 
result  in  diminishing  among  those  who  have  submitted  to> 
amputation  the  number  of  instances  of  neuritis,  whether 
ascending  or  localized.  In  confirmed  cases  of  neuritis  of 
stumps,  surgical  intervention  (re-amputation,  neurectomy) 
has  been  attended  by  varying  s^uccess. — London  Medical 
Record,  May  16,  1881. 


TItEATMENT  OF  VASCULAR  TUMORS  BY  ELEQTR0LYSI8.. 


Dr.  Nieder,  in  the  Archives  of  Ophthalmology ,  March^ 
1881,  quotes  some  illustrative  eases.  In  two  of  them  a  tumor 
consisting  of  large  veins  exerted  such  a  pressure  on  the  upper 
eyelid  that  the  eye  could  not  be  opened.  In  all  instances  a 
complete  cure  was  effected  without  any  untoward  symptoms^ 

He  employed  from  four  to  six  cells  (model  of  Spamer)^ 
with  a  key  to  connect  or  interrupt  immediately.  The  needles 
may  be  of  steel,  although  a  platinum  needle  is  preferable  for 
the  positive  electrode,  to  prevent  oxidation  and  permanent 
staining  of  the  punctured  spot.  Both  needles  are  introduced 
into  the  tumor,  and  left  in  pla£e  fofthe  space  of  one  to  three: 
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minutes,  whereupon  the  8it«  of  the  negative  pole  is  charged 
according  to  the  size  of  the  growth.  Tlie  bubbles  of  hydro- 
gen arising  at  the  negative  needle  may  disturb  ihfi  tissues, 
but  are  harmless;  moreover,  they  are  readily  dispelled  by 
pressure.  At  each  sitting  a  few  punctures,  not  over  five  or 
six,  are  made,  while  the  number  of  sittings  varies  according 
to  the  size  and  location  of  the  angioma.'  The  immediate 
effect  is  hardening  and  shrinkage  from  coagulation  of  the 
blood.  Some  suppuration  occurred  in  all  instances  but  one, 
which  resulted  in  loss  of  substance  or  formation  of  unexpect- 
ed cicatrization.  Antiseptic  after-treatment  was  maintained. 
London  Med.  Record. 


BE  SECTION  or  LARGE   TRUNK-VEINS. 


Pi Izer  opposes  strongly  {Deutsch  Zeitachr.  fur  Chir..  Band 
xiv.  Heft.  21)  the  prejudice  against  ligatureof  large  veins,  cit- 
ing recently  recorded  cases  to  prove  that  the  fear  of  pyaemia  is 
groundless.  lie  gives  in  detail  six  cases  from  the  Heidelberg 
surgical  clinic.  In  all  six,  malignant  disease  was  present;  and 
the  internal  jugular  vein  was  resected  in  four  cases,  both  in- 
ternal jugulars  in  another,  and  the  femoral  vein  in  the  sixth. 
All  the  cases  recovered.  Resection  of  the  vein  is  much  to  be 
preferred  to  the  dissection  of  it  out  of  the  tumor/  with  the 
^reat  risk  of  recurrence  of  the  tumor  from  fragments  left  on 
the  vein.-  British  Medical  Journal. 


EXTIRPATION  OF   THE  UTERUS, 


The  removal  of  the  entire  uterus,  when  cancerous,  either 
%y  the  vagina  or  through  an  abdominal  incision,  and  the  re- 
moval  of  a  pregnant   uterus   entire,   excepting  the   cervical 
portion,  constitute  what  are  respectvely  known  to  specialists 
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as  Freund's  and  Purro's  operations.  During  the  last  three 
months,  operations  have  been  repeatedly  performed  in  Eng- 
land. The  success  of  Sir  William  MacCormac  and  Mr. 
Spencer  Wells,  in  two  cases  recently  under  their  care,  are 
already  well  known  to  the  profession,  and  are  chronicled  in 
our  pages.  We  understand  that  at  least  five  similar  operations 
have  recently  been  performed  in  London,  all  by  well  known 
and  experienced  operators,  but  all  with  fatal  results.  In  two. 
cases  of  Freund's  operation  it  appears  that,  in  spite  of  every 
precaution,  one  or  both  ureters  were  cut  or  tied;  another 
proved  fatal,  after  it  had  been  performed  from  the 
vagina,  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  pertect  drainage^ 
It  is  most  desirable,  for  the  purposes  of  sound  scientific  prog- 
ress, that  the  greatest  publicity  be  freely  given  to  untoward 
as  well  as  to  successful  results  of  these  operations.  The}' 
must  be  established,  if  practical  experience  shows  that  a  fair 
proportion  of  favorable  results  justifies  their  establishments 
in  the  same  manner  as  ovariotomy  was  proved  to  be  legiti- 
mate. If,  in  spite  of  all  the  improvements  of  modern  sur- 
gery, the  mortality  in  the  hands  of  experienced  operators 
remains  as  high  as  it  seems  to  be  at  present,  and  if,  in  case& 
of  Freund's  operation,  temporary  recovery  be  frequent,  but 
rapid  recurrence  of  cancer  be  in  such  cases  the  rule,  extirpa- 
tion of  the  uterus  will  need  to  be  the  subject  of  further 
debate,  study,  and  improvement,  before  it  can  be  accepted  as 
an  established  operation.  Considering  the  advantages  under 
which  modern  surgeons  work,  the  outlook  remains  hopeful. — 
Brii.  Med.  Jour. 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  NEUROMATA  BY  EMUCLEATION. 


Mr.  E.  Downes,  in  the  Lancet.  April,  1881,  suggests  that^ 
in   many  cases   of  nerve-tumor,  the  morbid   mass   may   be 
shelled  out  by  a  longitudinal  incision,  instead  of  exercising 
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the  growth  with  a  portion  of  the  nerve  itself,  or  amputating 
the  ]in)b,  as  in  some  casee  has  been  done.  Three  cases  are 
related  in  which  this  mode  of  treatment  was  successful,  the 
nerve-fibres  completely  surrounding  the  tumors,  which  lay  in 
the  c^tre  almost  entirely  unconnected  with  the  nerve  itself. 
In  one  case,  in  which  a  neuroma  of  the  median  nerve  waa 
treated  by  excising  the  mass  with  the  included  portion  of  the 
nerve,  a  large  number  of  smaller  neuromata  spontaneously 
disappeared  after  the  larger  one  was  thus  removed.  [Prof. 
Kosinski  narrated  a  somewhat  similar  case  (^Medical  Times 
and  Gazette^  Nov.  1874,  p.  658);  here,  after  a  neuroma  of  the 
small  sciatic  had  been  excised,  a  large  number  of  similar  tu- 
mors spontaneously  disappeared.] — London  Med.  Meeord, 
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A  Trkatisb  on  this  Continued  Fevbrs.  By  James  C.  Wilson,  M.  D.^ 
Physician  to  Philadelphia  Hospital  and  Hospital  of  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  and  Lecturer  on  Physical  Diagnosis  in  same  College,  etc.,  etc. 
With  an  Introduction  by  J.  M.  Da  Costa,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia.  New 
York :  William  Wood  &  Co.    1881. 

This  is  the  April  number  of  Wood's  Library  for  1881,  and  holds  the  high 
rank  of  its  fellows  as  they  come  along  mouth  by  month.  By  this  author 
there  are  mentioned  only  seven  continued  fevers :  1st,  simple  continued 
fever;  2d,  influenza;  3d,  cerebro-spinal  fever;  4th,  entsric  or  typhoid 
fever;  5th,  typhus  fever;  6th,  relapsing  fever;  7th,  dengue. 

The  Introduction  of  18  pages  on  the  Management  of  Fevers  by  the  great 
American  Diagnostician,  Da  Costa,  greatly  enhances  the  value  of  Dr.  Wil. 
son's  work.  The  cold  water  and  aconite  treatment  recommended  shows 
great  steps  forward  in  twenty  years.  Da  Costa  here  says :  ^*  No  remedy 
equal  to  aconite  in  quieting  the  heart  and  pulse. '*  This  fact  Hahnemann 
told  us  in  1811,  vol.  I.,  Materia  Medica  Pura. 

In  the  clinical  histoiy  of  cerebro -spinal  fever  the  author  presents  a  bet- 
ter and  truer  picture  than  any  of  the  text-books.  He  says:  '^^ Opium,  by 
concurrent  testimony  of  observers  in  all  countries,  now  holds  the  highest 
place  in  this  disease.''^ 


32  Book  Notices. 

To  keep  abreast  with  the  times  one  should  certainly  possess  this  book. 
It  contains  the  best  aocount  of  dengue  we  have  ever  seen. 

Gknbral  Mbdicai.  Cukmistry.  For  the  Use  of  Medical  Practitioners.  By 
R.  A.  Wltthaus,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  University  of 
Vermont  and  University  of  New  York.  August  number  of  Wood*8 
Library  Series,  1881. 

In  this  learned  work  the  bearings  of  chemistry  on  toxicology,  hygiene, 
physiology  and  therapeutics  have  been  treated  of. 

The  metric  system  of  notation  is  used,  and  therapeutics  are  marked  on 
the  centigrade 'scale.  We  are  sorry  for  this,  as  we  like  the  old  way  best, 
and  do  not  like  to  stop  to  make  a  mathematical  calculation  when  engaged 
in  concentrated  thought. 

Says  our  author :  *^  Ozone  is  condensed  air  **  produced  *^  by  the  passage 
of  electric  discharges  through  the  alr.'^ 

Thi%  then,  accounts  for  our  feeling  so  jolly  after  a  thunder-storm,  onie 
blood  discs  are  lunching  on  ozone,  a  better  stimulant  than  sparkling 
^champagne. 

An  examination  of  this  book  shows  that  nothing  since  our  college  days 
— 1850-54 — has  made  such  rapid  strides  forward  as  the  science  of  chemis- 
try. There  are  only  a  few  of  the  old  xoor^s  left;  but  a  bewildering  list  of 
linguistic  unpronouncables  oppress  the  eye  at  once,  and  render  a  new 
dictionary  an  imperative  necessity.  The  very  spelling  of  the  names  of 
these  hundreds  of  new  compounds  and  acids  have  so  disjointed  and  zig* 
zagged  the  alphabet  that  chain-lightning  is  a  straight  line  in  comparison 
to  it  and  a  phlaskowhiski  on  an  iEolian  harp. 

Nevertheless,  we  recommend  you  to  buy  and  read  till  you  become  femi- 
liar  with  the  hypoxanthine  found  in  the  spleen,  the  mesoxalyl-tart  ronyl- 
diurea  in  the  kidney,  and  the  eucalo-glycero-guanine  in  your  saccharose. 

Food  and  Dietktios  PhysicologicaUy  and  Therapeutically  Considered. 
By  F.  W.  Pavy,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  Second  Edition.  October  number. 
Wood  &  Co.*s  Library,  New  York. 

An  immense  amount  of  valuable  information  is  scattered  all  through  this 
book,  compiled  from  many  works. 

It  gives  the  constituent  elements  of  all  kinds  of  alimentary  substances,, 
whether  fish,  flesh  or  fowl,  vegetable  or  cereal,  and  the  history  of  all 
foods,  drinkable  and  edible,  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  It  tells  how  to  pre- 
pare and  preserve  and  administer  to  invalids  and  others  all  aliments  good 
for  convalescents.  All  kinds  of  nuts  and  seeds  and  berries,  barks  and 
beverages  and  fruits,  get  their  share  of  attention,  and  the  mysterious 
ways  of  the  art-culinary  described  with  a  master  hand. 

The  author  then  gives  the  Diet  for  Infants^  and  for  the  different  system* 
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of  training  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge  for  summer  and  winter  races,  and 
follows  with  Tlierapentic  Dietetics. 

This  most  admirable  treatise  closes  with  the  Dietaries  of  each  meal  dar- 
ing the  day  in  Gay*s,  Bartholomew's,  Jjondon,  St.  Qeorge's,  Middlesex, 
University  College,  King's  College,  St.  Mary's,  Westminster,  Seamen's 
Hospitals,  and  several  other  Infirmaries,  Dispensaries  and  Lunatic  Asy- 
lums in  Great  Britain,  making  in  all  400  pages  of  reading  matter  invalu- 
able to  every  intelligent  physician. 

Hand-Book  of  Uterink  Thbrapkutic  and  DisKAHKfi  OF  Women.  By 
Edward  John  Tilt,  M.  D.,  London,  England. '  Fourth  edUion.  William 
Wood  &  Co.,  New  York.  November  number  of  Library  of  Standard 
Medical  Authors,    pp.  328 ;  8vo. 

This  is  another  of  those  English  works  that  have  a  constant  demand  by 
reason  of  its  ^reat  excellence.  This  learned  author  has  been  long  before 
the  profession  as  a  gynecologist.  Although  the  name  woul4  teem  to  indi- 
cate that  only  the  therapeutics  of  women's  diseases  ^re  given,  there  is 
a  much  wider  field  covered  by  its  pages,  devoting  80  pages  to  uterine  sur- 
gery, a  great  many  to  uterine  misplacements,  complications,  and  to  ster> 
illty.  His  vast  experience  makes  him  a  careful  and  learned  writer.  He 
throws  the  weight  of  his  Influence  against  pessaries  in  general,  and  intra- 
uterine stem  pessaries  In  particular.  He  greatly  praises  Argentum  Nitri' 
cum  as  the  best  remedy  locally  for  abrasions,  erosions  and  ulcerations  of 
the  OS  and  cervix.    We  are  well  pleased  with  the  book. 

Report  of  the  Bureau  of  General  Sanitary  Science,  Climatolooy 
AND  Hygiene  to  the  American  Institute  of  Homocopathy,  Session 
1879.    Reprint  from  the  Transactions. 

Oxygen  :  Physically  and  Therapeutically  Considered.  By  J.  P.  Geppert, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hygiene  of  the  Voice, 
in  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Music,  etc.  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  1882.  Re- 
ceived from  the  author.  Reprint  from  the  <*  Cincinnati  Medical  Ad- 
vance." Read  before  the  Cincinnati  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society, 
and  published  at  the  request  of  the  President. 

A  well  written  and  learned  paper. 

The  Human  Ear  and  Its  Diseases.  A  Practical  Treatise  upon  the  Ex- 
amination, Recognition  and  Treatment  of  Affections  of  the  Ear  and 
Associated  Parts.  By  W.  H.  Winslow,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D.,  Pittsburg.  Pa. 
188  illustrations.  526  pages ;  8vo ;  ^4.50.  Boericke  &  Tafel :  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.    1882. 

We  certainly  congratulate  the  profession  in  having  such  a  man  to  write 
for  us  such  a  book,  and  congratulate  heartily  t^e  .author  in  the  eminent 
success  of  his  arduous  labors.  We  first  thought  it  was  too  learned  for  us 
to  appreciate,  but  on  further  and  more  extended  reading  the  anatomy 
and  physiology  of  the  organ  become  plain,  and  the  numerous  illustrations 
and  treatment  pursued  and  recommended  make  It  useful  and  practical  to 
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non-specialists  as  well  as  the  aurist.  The  general  practitioner  will  find 
constant  use  for  it,  as  he  will  recognize  many  of  his  old  and  time-honored 
friends  amongst  remedies  nsed,  and  all  the  new  ones  incorporated  as  their 
fitness  demands.  The  pictures  of  the  handsome  doctor  himself  manipulat- 
ing the  nose  of  a  callow  youth,  and  fondling  the  ear  of  another,  are  worth 
the  price  of  the  book«  and  will  go  into  our  photograph  gallery.  The 
author  visited  our  sanctum  a  few  weeks  since  in  transit  from  Colorado  to 
his  Pennsylvania  home,  and  we  were  pleased  to  see  him.  He  has  talent, 
and  his  ear  book  shows  it. 

A  Text-Book  of  Matbria  Mbdiga  :  Characteristic,  Analytical  and  Com- 
parative. By  A.  C.  Cowperthwaite,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D.,  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  in  Homoeopathic  Department  University  of  Iowa,  etc.,  etc. 
Second  edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  pp.  576;  8vo;  price,  cloth,  94.50; 
half  morocco,  $5.00.    Duncan  Brothers :  Chichago.    1882. 

The  exhaustion  of  the  first  edition  of  Co wperth waiters  Materia  Medica, 
and  the  demanding  of  another  in  two  years,  speaks  volumes  for  this  book. 
What  wc  think  aboub  it  our  editorial  self  will  appear  next  month,  when 
we  intend  to  tear  it  all  to  pieces.  In  the  meantime  let  all  the  people  buy, 
especially  the  four  hundred  uew-fledged  M.  D.^s,  who  ought  not  to  open 
an  office  without  it. 

The  Brains  ov  CiuMfNALS.  By  Moriz  Benedikt.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
Publishers. 

Benedikt  (with  Broca,  Leurch,  Gratiolet,  Owen,  Huxley  and  Lombroso) 
has  compared  the  brains  of  criminals  with  those  of  the  morally  and  intel- 
lectually sound.  \X^  h^  also  studied  the  brains  of  the  lower  animals,  and 
he  states,  as  a  conclusion,  that  the  lower  the  type  of  the  human  brain  the 
more  closely  does  it  resemble  the  encephalus  of  the  lower  animals.  His 
observations  are  based  upon  the  examinations  of  the  brains  of  twenty-two 
morally  diseased  people.  They  are  carefully  made,  and  each  one  is  a 
study  of  itself.  A  criminal,  he  says,  should  be  studied  as  the  naturalist 
does  birds  and  animal^ ;  and  the  most  competent  judges  of  criminals,  he 
further  states,  are  empiric  policemen,  and,  above  all,  thorough  prison 
ofiioers.  It  is  a  thoroughly  good  book,  and  will  be  widely  read  by  those 
interested  in  this  medico-legal  study.  J.  Martknb  Kershaw. 

The  Opium  Harit  a^td  Alcohoijsm.  ByF.  H.  Hubbard,  M.  D.  A.  S. 
Barnes  &  Co.,  Publishers. 

This  is  a  sensible  book,  of  259  pages.  It  conduns  the  histories  of  a 
number  of  cases  showing  the  effect  of  opium,  alcohol  and  several  other 
poisons  upon  the  system  when  taken  in  excessive  quantities,  and  for  a 
length  of  time.  The  treatment,  too,  appears  to  have  yielded  good  results, 
and  throughout  the  book'  valuable  suggestions  are  given  that  will  prove  of 
service  to  those  having  cases  of  the  kind  in  hand.  J.  M.  K. 
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Our  Boyjntom  gets  910,000. 

The  Hahnbmamn  of  Chicago  has  graduated  107. 

The  Chicago  Homceopathic  College  ha8  held  its  commencement 
and  graduated  a  large  class,  38. 

Wanted. -^A  bomceopatbic  physician  at  Cheiokee,  Kan.  Write  A.  £. 
Spragne,  Cherokee,  Kan.    No  preference  as  to  sex. 

Conundrum  from  Kngland. — Who  was  the  first  esthete?  Ans.: 
BalaaiQ's  ass.    <'  The  Lord  made  him  to(o)  utter.** 

Thanks  to  Dr.  De  Cailhol  tor  copies  of  the  Southern  Clinic,  con- 
taining articles  from  his  ahle  pen.    We  shall  have  use  for  them. 

S.  H.  Rbbout,  M.  D.,  has  been  appointed  Surgeon  of  the  Des  Moines, 
Osceola  &  Southern  Railroad,  one  of  our  college  graduates.  They  are  a1^ 
high  climbers ! 

Subscriptions  are  now  due  in  advance  for  Vol  V.  It  is  a  great  annoy- 
ance to  send  bills  so  please  forward  the  amount,  and  save  us  the  expense 

of  a  dunning  letter.  [Editor. 

« 

Dr.  W.  L.  Brbyfoglk,  of  this  city,  last  week  had  conferred  upon  him 
the  honorary  degrees  of  the  Chicago  Homceopathic  Medical  College  and 
the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  recog- 
nition of  his  distinguished  services  to  the  cause  of  Homoeopathy.  The 
honors  are  deserved  and  well  placed. — Cour.'Jour. 

Missouri  Institute  op  Homosofathy. — Annual  meeting  at  St.  Joseph 
May  10,  and  donH  you  forget  it !  Round  trip  tickets  on  the  Wabash  from 
St.  Louis,  one  and  one-third  fare.  Other  roads  to  hear  from.  Let  us 
give  the  northwest  a  rouser !  Prof.  S.  B.  Parsons  of  St.  Louis,  will  make 
the  annual  address,  Missourlans,  rally  1 

The  Western  Academy  of  Homceopathy  will  hold  its  next  annual 
session  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  June  20,  21,  and  22.    Arrangements  are 
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being  perfected  for  a  grand  excursion  to  Denver  at  greatly  reduced  rates. 
Chairmen  of  the  various  bureaux  will  notify  their  associiates  so  that 
papers  can  be  prepared.  Application  for  membership  can  be  made  to  the 
General  Secretary,  C.  H.  Goodman,  M.  D., 

2619  Pine  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

CoMMENCKMBNTrHoM,  Dbpt.  Univkbsity  OF  lowA,  Feb.  27, 1882. 

After  music  by  the  baod  Governor  Sherman  made  a  few  fitting  remarks 
and  t>roceeded  to  confer  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  upon  the  fol- 
owing  named  ladies  and  gentlemen : 

Arp,  A.  H.  Moline,  111. 

Duim,  U.  H.  •        *  Mt.  Ayr,  Iowa. 

GleasoD,  Mr3.  Flora  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Golden,  Mr«.  H.  G.  Vinton,  Iowa. 

Hulhorst,  C.  G.  A.  Columbus,  Neb. 

Irwin «  William  Indianola,*Iowa. 

Knight,  F.  M.  Decorah,  Iowa. 

Marr,  H.  B.  Onawa  City,  Iowa. 

Printy,  J.  A.  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Spenser,  Mrs.  U.  Denver,  Colorado. 

Stephens,  F.  fi.  Magnolia,  Iowa. 

Snyder,  B.  F.  Victor,  Iowa. 

Waggoner,  Mrs.  N.  Minonk,  111. 

Winchell,  H.  R.  Sheffield,  Iowa. 

After  these  interesting  exercises  were  appropriately  concluded,  the 
Dean  introduced  Prof.  J.  G.  Gilchrist,  M.  D.,  of  Detroit,  Mich.«  who 
delivered  the  annual  addr^ess. 

Amounts  Aixowbd  Gakfhsld^s  Physicians. —  Washington^  Feb,  24, — 
The  statement  published  of  the  amounts  allowed  by  the  committee  to 
audit  the  expenses  of  the  sickness  and  burial  of  President  Garfield,  and  to 
the  attending  surgeons,  is  pronounced  Incorrect  by  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  amounts  allowed  are:  To  Bliss,  1^25,000;  Agnew  and  Ham- 
ilton, each  ^15,000;  Reyburn  an^  Boynton,  each  $10,000;  Mrs.  Edson, 
$5,000 ;  Steward  Crump,  $3,000 ;  other  employes  of  Ihe  executive  man- 
sion, two  months*  extra  pay. 

The  committee  recommend  the  appointment  of  Barnes  to  be  major- 
general  and  his  retirement  on  that  grade,  and  the  promotion  of  Woodward 
to  lieutenant-colonel. 

The  committee  has  also  agreed  to  grant  to  Mrs.  Gkirfield  the  remainder 
of  her  husband^s  salary  for  the  current  year. 

The  Old  Schoolers  in  New  York  will  consult  with  us,  —  Resolved: 
**  Members  of  Medical  ^qciety  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  of  the  Med- 


Editor^ B  Drawer.  37 

leal  Societies  in  affiliation  therewith  may  meet  in  consultatioB  legally 
qualified  practitioners  of  medicine.  Emergencies  may  occur  in  which  all 
restrictions  should,  in  the  judgment  of  the  practitioner  yield  to  the  de- 
mands of  humanity.'* 

This  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction  and  we  hope  with  the  right  spirit. 
They  will  get  the  benefit  of  our  therapeutics,  and  we  the  benefit  of  their 
modes  and  measures,  generally  considered  non-medicinal.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  consulting  ground  common  to  us  both.  For  do  we  not 
treat  disease  not  only  homcBopathically  but  when  occasion  demands,  sur- 
gically and  mechanically  and  chemically  and  dietetically  and  hygienically 
and  electrically  and  thermally  and  antiseptlcally?  Behold!  how  easy  to 
affiliate  with  our  whilom  enemy.  Wc  might  even  agree  in  choice  of  the 
remedy,  differing  only  in  the  dose.  We  were  always  willing,  but  they 
fought  shy. 


Banqukt  to  thk  Alumni,  Faculty  and  Class  of  Collkob  of 
UoMCEOPATiiic  Physicians. — A  banquet  was  given  last  evening,  March 
1st,  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Pearman,  M.  D.,  at  her  new  home,  8134  Pine  street,  to 
the  Alumni,  Faculty  and  Graduating  Class  of  the  St.  Louis  College  of 
HomcBopathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  The  house  was  handsomely 
decorated  with  plants  and  cut  flowers  in  baskets,  sent  in  with  the  com- 
pliments of  friends.  Among  the  guests  present  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
S.  Shotwell,  Miss  S.  A.  Coe,  Miss  Fenora  Sargent,  Mr.  A.  P.  Stewart,  Mr. 
Daniel  Winter,  Mr.  I.  C.  Boulson,  Mr.  S.  R.  Boynton,  F.  W.  Pease,  Mrs. 
Annie  D.  Chapman,  Miss  Charlotte  L.  Peters,  Mrs.  Hellena  Cady,  Mr.  W. 
B.  Courtney,  D.  Russell,  Drs.  L.  P.  Ehrmann,  Miles,  BoonviUe,  Mo. ; 
Mo8eley,01athe,  Kansas  ;E.  K.  Shirley,  Whitehall,  Ul.;  CoUisson,  Harris, 
Adams,  Dionysius,  Mary  Dodd,  Rebecca Ady,  £.  £.  Curtis,  S.  W.  B.  Mor- 
gan, E.  A.  DeCailhol;  Rev.  Dr.  Porteus,  Rev.  Dr.  Felton,  Dr.  C.  H- 
Goodman,  J.  A.  Campbell,  G.  S.  Walker,  S.  B.  Parsons,  J.  M.  Kershaw, 
Uhl^meyer,  Valentine,  Cummings,  Edmonds,  Comstock,  Spalding,  Bock- 
struck  and  others. 

Mrs.  Leon  L.  Hull  assisted  Mrs.  Pearman  In  receiving  the  guests.  After 
an  hour  spent  socially,  during  which  a  fine  musical  programme  was  ren- 
dered by  Dr.  Dionysius,  Mr.  Poindexter,  Dr.  C.  H.  Goodman  and  others, 
the  business  of  the  evening  was  entered  upon — the  reorganization  of  the 
'^Vlumni  Association.**  Dr.  J.  H.  Moseley,  of  Olathe,  Kansas,  was  elected 
president;  Dr.  Everett,  of  Denver,  and  Dr.  S.  E.  Miles,  of  Booneville, 
vice-presidents;  Dr.  J.  M.  Kershaw,  of  St.  Louis,  Secretary;  Dr.  Car- 
riere,  of  St.  Louis,  treasurer;  and  Drs.  Campbell,  Harris,  Adams,  Diony- 
sius and  Uhlemeyer  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  toilets  worn  by  the  ladies  were  very  handsome. 
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Mrs.  Pearman  appeared  in  an  elegant  Parisian  dresR  of  black  satin 
merveilleux  combined  with  black  striped  plush. 

After  the  business  of  the  evening  was  transacted,  the  guests  were 
invited  to  the  third  floor,  where  an  elegant  banquet  had  been  prepared  by 
Packman.  Dr.  Comstock  was  appointed  '*  toast  master,"  and  alter  the 
repast,  numerous  toasts  were  given,  and  responded  to  by  Profs.  Spalding,. 
Kershaw,  Campbell,  Valentine,  Edmonds  and  Parsons.  The  toasts  in 
regular  order  were :  Our  College — Our  Alumni  Association — Our  College 
Days — Our  Literature — Our  Duties  to  our  Clients — History  of  Medicine — 
and  Our  Hostess. 

At  2  o'clock  they  adjourned,  to  meet  the  next  evening  at  the  Pickwick 
Theater,  where  the  graduating  exercises  of  the  College  will  take  place. 

OuH  CoLLKGB  CoMMENCBMKNT. — Pickwick  Hall  was  tilled  to  repletion 
last  evening,  March  2d,  with  an  Intelligent  and  fashionable  audience,  the 
occasion  being  the  commencement  exercises  of  the  St.  Louis  HomcBopathic 
College  of  Physicians  -and  Surgeons.  The  member  of  the  graduating 
class  took  their  seats  in  the  orchestra  chairs  in  the  auditorium,  while 
the  officers  and  members  of  the  faculty  were  Heated  in  a  semi-circle  upon 
the  stage.  There  were  seated  on  the  stage  Robert  E.  Carr,  president  of 
the  college;  Rev.  John  Snyder,  Secretary,  and  James  Adkins,  treasurer. 
Col.  D.  P.  Dyer,  Mr.  Hugh  McKlttrick,  and  the  faculty,  composed  of  G.  S. 
Walker,  M.  D.,  professor  of  obstetrics  and  gynaecology;  Phllo.  G.  Valen- 
tine, A.  M.,  M.  D.,  professor  of  anatomy;  C.  H.  Goodman,  M.  D.,  professor 
of  theory  and  practice;  S.  B.  Parsons,  M.  D.,  professor  of  operative  and 
clinical surjrery;  Adolphe  Uhlemeyer,  M.  I).,  professor  of  materia  medica 
and  therapeutics;  C.W.  Spalding,  M.  D.,  professor  of  physiology  and  his- 
tology; W.  A.  Edmonds,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  professor  of  paedology;  J.  A.  Camp- 
bell, M.  D.,  professor  of  ophthalmology  and  otology;  J.  C.  Cummings,  A.M. 
M.  D.,  professor  of  clinical  medicine;  J.  Martine  Kershaw,  M.  D.,  pro- 
fessor of  brain,  spinal  and  nervous  diseases;  Irenaeus  D.  Foulon,  A. 
M.,  LL.  B.,  professor  of  medical  jurisprudence,  and  Regis  Chauvenet,  B^ 
S.,  professor  of  chemistry  and  toxicology. 

Floral  offerings,  beautiful  and  sweet  smelling,  were  carried  by  a  great 
many  in  the  audience,  who  wished  to  surprise  some  of  their  friends 
taking  part  in  the  exercises,  and  all  through  the  evening  as  these  parties 
stepped  upon  the  stage  they  were  presented  with  the  tributes  of  affection* 
When  the  entrance  of  spectators  had  somewhat  decreased,  the  programme 
was  commenced  with  an  overture,  '•  Dame  Blanche**  of  Boieldieu,  after 
which  anj  eloquent  prayer  was  offered  up  to  the  all  healing  physician  by 
Rev.  John  Snyder,  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Messiah.  A  waltz  as 
pretty  as  the  title  thereof,  •*  Brunette  or  Blonde,  ■"  was  next  rendered, 
after  which  came  the  conferring  of  medical  degrees  upon  the  graduates, 
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the  address  being  made  by  Dr.  T.  G.  Comstock,  who  handed  to  each  of 
the  fortunate  ones  a  diploma. 

The  ^nraduating  class  consisted  of  Isaac  0.  fioulson  of  Garnett,  Kan. 
$olon  R.  Boynton,  this  city ;  Mrs.  Hellena  M.  Cady  of  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Mrs.  Annie  1>.  Chapman,  this  city;  John  M.  Creswell,  Pineville,  Ark. 
Miss  Charlotte  Peters,  this  city;  Robert  N.  Leitch,  this  city;  Decator 
Rnssel,  Areola,  Mo. ;  Miss  Fenora  W.  Sargent,  this  city,  and  Daniel  Win- 
ter of  Shelbjrville,  111.  After  receiving  the  degrees  the  happy  ladies  and 
gentlemen  stepped  down  from  the  stage  with  their  minds  filled  with  the 
great  things  in  store  for  them  in  their  professional  future. 

The  ad  eundum  degree  was  conferred  upon  C.  W.  Savage,  M.  D.,  Santa 
Rosa,  Cal.;  Julia  A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  GreefavlUe,  CaL;  Frederick  Becker, 
■Clermont,  lo.,  and  M.  P.  Chamberlin,  M.  D.,  of  SusanvlUe,  Cal. 

The  honorary'  degree  was  conferred  upon  W.  L.  Breyfogle,  M.  D.,  of 
Louisville,  Ky.,  president  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  and 
<jieorge  S.  Walker,  M.  D.,  of  this  city,  who  was  very  agreeably  surprised 
at  the  sound  of  his  name  in  connection  with  an  honorary  degree. 

Mr.  John  M.  Creswell  of  Pineville,  Ark.,*  delivered  the  valedictory  of 
the  class,  a  fine  production,  and  given  in  an  excellent  manner,  which 
elicited  loud  applause  from  the  assemblage. 

The  distribution  of  prizes  by  Prof.  Parsons  was  the  most  Interesting 
part  of  the  programme  and  the  audience  were  never  tired  of  applauding. 
Miss  Fenora  W.  Sargent  received  the  Eckel  gold  medal  in  materia  medlca, 
and  Mr.  Daniel  Winter  took  the  Uhlemeyer  gold  medal,  as  second  in 
materia  medlca.  Miss  Charlotte  Peters  received  the  Bockstruck  prize, 
consisting  of  a  case  of  medicine  30^  potency.  The  Kershaw  sliver  medal 
for  the  best  In  nervous  diseases  was  captured  by  Miss  Fenora  W. 
Sargent. 

Those  entitled  to  honorable  mention  In  anatomy  were  Isaac  C.  Boulson^ 
John  M.  Creswell  and  Daniel  Winter.  Honorable  mention  In  surgery  was 
deserved  by  the  same  three  gentlemen.  Honorable  mention  In  nervous 
diseases  was  accorded  Miss  Charlotte  Peters  and  Mr.  Daniel  Winter. 
After  some  musical  selections  Prof.  I.  D.  Foulon  delivered  an  eloquent 
and  learned  address  upon  the  part  of  the  faculty  on  the  subject,  **  Mind, 
Not  Matter." 

The  entertainment  concluded  after  a  few  musical  selections  with  a  ben- 
ediction, pronounced  by  Dr.  Snyder,  upon  the  graduates,  the  faculty,  the 
officers  and  the  audience. 

Drs.  W.  A.  Edmunds.  James  A.  Campbell  and  J.  Martine  Kershaw, 
composing  the  committee  of  arrangements,  were  never  still  during  the 
evening,  and  their  arrangements  were  all  perfect. — Mo.  Republican. 


*  See  another  page. 
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Over  Four  Thousand  Deaths  in  the  United  States  Last  Year 
FROM  Small-Pox. — From  the  report  contained  in  the  '*  National  Board  of 
Health  Bulletin,*'  of  Jan.  21,  the  following  figares  are  taken :  During  the 
year  1881,  reports  of  the  presenoe  of  small-pox  were  received  from  sixty- 
six  cities  and  towns  in  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  the  figures  in 
the  table  there  were  twenty-eight  deaths  reported  from  the  St.  Louis 
Quarantine  Hospital  during  the  year : 

CITY.  POPULATION.  DEATHS. 

St.  Louis 850,562  6 

Kansas  City 66,813  8 

Boston ^ 862,535  8 

Holyoke,  Mass 21,881  15 

New  Haven 62,822  1 

New  York 1,206,577  463 

Brooklyn 666,689  84 

Amsterdam,  N.  Y 11,711  6 

Buffalo 166,137  4 

Hudson  County,  N.  J 187,950  202 

Newark 186,400  4 

Camden 41,668  24 

Philadelphia 846,980  1,189 

Pittsburg 156,381  444 

Allegheny  City 78,000  108 

Wilmington 42,499  118 

Richmond 68,808  144 

New  Orleans 216,140  4 

Brownsville,  Texas 5,672  65 

Louisville. 128,645  18 

Cincinnati : 256,708  59 

Cleveland 160,140  1 

Madison,  Ind 8,945  5 

Chicago 503,804  822 

Town  of  Lake.  Ill 18,896  9 

Milwaukee 116,578  2 

Kenosha,  Wis 6,500  2 

Minneapolis 46,887  8 

Detroit 116,842  9 

Albion,  Mich 1,982  1 

Bingham  Township,  Mich 969  18 

San  Francisco 238,966  47 

The  table  in  the  "Bulletin**  contained  reports  from  some  thlixy  cities 
not  given  here. 

There  were  during  the  year  In  the  66  cities  4,009  deaths,  to  which  add 
the  28  at  the  St.  Louis  Quarantine,  and  a  total  of  4,037  is  found. 
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VABIOLA:  ITS  TREATMENT,  ITS  PROPHYLACTIC. 


BY   E.    A.    D£   OAILHOL,   M.  D.,   ST.    LOUIS,    MO. 


Variola,  that  zymotic  disease,  supposed  to  be  of  a  very  con- 
tagions nature,  and  dreaded  by  the  great  majority  of  people 
has  originated  from  Asia,  and  was  introduced  in  Europe  many 
centuries  ago. 

I  do  not  intend  in  this  article  to  describe  it,  because  it  is 
known  to  every  learned  physician ;  but  what  I  propose  to  ex- 
amine is,  whether  it  is  really  bo  contagious,  whether  its  treat- 
ment is  so  disgusting  and  difficult  in  its  nature,  and,  finally,  if 
its  prophylactic  is  actually  the  safest  and  the  best  method. 

Is  variola  so  awfully  contagious?  At  the  present  moment 
of  excitement  it  is  very  bold  on  my  part  to  raise  that  ques- 
tion, particularly  after  I  have  seen  the  general  scare,  and  all 
the  J?raoomcm  measures  taken  by  the  many  boards  of  health 
in  the  United  States.  Not  that  I  criticise  precautions;  on  the 
contrary,  I  am  full  of  it,  when  the  life  of  my  fellow-citizen  is 
at  stake;  but  excesses  in  all  radical  measures  are  always  to 
be  apprehended,  because  it  breeds  evil. 

Science  is  a  republic,  says  my  prominent  and  learned  friend 
Dr.  Louis  Bauer,  of  this  city;  being  such,  I  will  then  consider 
myself  at  Jiberty  to  express  my  opinion  about  variola,  even  if 
I  dis&gree  with  many  of  my  professional  brethren. 
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Since  I  became  a  physician,  I  have  often  had  occasion  to 
treat  variola  patients,  either  in  hospital  or  in  private  prac- 
tice; especially  in  private  practice,  because,  I  am  sorry  to 
have.to  acknowledge  it,  but  it  is  a  truth,many  friend-practition- 
ers, frightfully  alarmed  at  it,  have  often  requested  me  to  take 
charge  of  their  patients,  knowing  that  I  have  always  denied 
the  contagious  properties  of  variola,  as  well  as  yqllow  fever, 
cholera,  and  the  many  other  diseases  qualified  so. 

Being  of  an  investigating  nature,  I  am  generally  very  reti- 
cent to  admit,  as  an  article  of  faith,  what  any  one  says  to  me 
or  what  I  read;  as  a  rule  I  like  to  see  it  by  myself,  and  it 
is  only  after  repeated  satisfactory  experiments  that  I  believe 
in  it.  If  variola  was  so  contagious  as  it  is  pretended,  how  is 
it  that,  in  spite  of  having  never  been  vaccinated,  and  having 
been  so  often  in  contact  with  it,  I  never  have  contracted  the 
disease,  neither  transmitted  it  to  others?  How  is  it  that  one 
year,  when  it  suddenly  broke  out  upon  one  of  my  children,  it 
did  not  spread  amongst  others  sleeping  in  the  same  room, 
when  even  one  of  them  was  sleeping,  during  the  whole  length 
of  time  of  the  sickness,  in  the  same  bed  with  that  patient? 
And  this  fact  is  not  an  isolated  one;  I  know  a  great  many  more 
cases  similar  to  this. 

The  following  facts  have  always  very  much  impressed  me  : 
T  havjB  observed  that  in  spite  of  vaccination  and  re-vaccina- 
tion that  this  disease  spreads  especially  among  poor  people, 
in  places  where  many  congregate,  where  there  is  bad  ventila- 
tion, bad  nourishment,  dirt  and  filth,  which  has,  I  think,  a 
great  deal  to  do  to  help  develop  this  loathsome  disease,  which, 
like  many  others  known  and  yet  unknown,  existing  in  nature 
in  a  state  of  niduSy  awaits  patiently  for  the  appearance  of 
some  predisposing  cause,  or  the  proper  medium,  or  some  at- 
mospheric infiuence.  I  have  also  remarked  that  variola  seems 
to  very  seldom  attack  physicians,  rich  people,  and  in  fact  in- 
telligent persons,  observing  hygienic  laws,  addicted  to  regu- 
lar habits,  and  that  in  spite  of  their  contact  with  variola  pa- 
ti 
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However,  that  disease  scares  everybody,  and  when  we  be- 
come alarmed  we  lose  our  presence  of  mind,  and  as  a  natural 
consequence  we  commit  many  blunders. 

What  is  to  be  done  to  protect  humanity  from  this  scourge? 
This  is  the  general  Cfy. 

The  profession,  emphatically,  g6ing  to  the  extreme,  an- 
swers :  VacematioTiy  re-vacGmatioHj  and  re-re'Vaccmation 
by  the  wholesale.  Why?  Because  nobody  among  ourselves 
has  taken  the  trouble  to  see  or  to  search  whether  they  should 
not  have  something  else  to  try,  something  better  than  vaccina- 
tion; and  whether,  after  all,  if  that  process  was  not  worse  than 
the  disease  it  was  intended  to  prevent.  To-day,  owing  to  its 
dangers,  I  would  compare  vaccination  to  the  fate  of  that  man 
who,  surprised  in  his  usual  walk  and  fearing  to  be  wetted, 
would  jump  into  the  river,  in  which  he  would  be  drowned. 

Let  us  examine  vaccination. 

Every  physician  knows  that  Ed.  Jenner,  the  celebrated  Eng- 
lish doctor,  about  one  himdred  years  ago  discovered  that 
cow-pox  virus,  introduced  into  the  human  organization,  was 
the  prophylactic  for  variola. 

Well,  think  of  it,  in  our  epoch  of  progress:  J&mver  made 
that  discovery  100  years  ago!  !  What  should  we  say  of  an 
old  fogy  to-day  in  presence  of  the  gas,  the  electric  light,  if  we 
see  him  stubbornly  using  a  tallow  candle?  And  carbolic  acid: 
has  not  that  chemical  product  been  praised  long  enough  dur. 
ing  the  last  twenty  years?  What  becomes  of  it  now,  since 
the  discovery  of  abetter  antiseptic  {eucaVyptol)?  In  five  years 
from  now  we  shall  laugh  at  the  physician  who  will  dare  to 
propose  this  already  dangerous  agent  of  disinfection. 

Has,  since  Jenner,  the  progress  been  stationary?  Not  at 
all;  for  that,  like  everything  else,  it  has  constantly  advanced 
only  we  do  not  want  to  study,  to  listen  to  it,  or  to  the  innovators ; 
we  have  our  old  hobby  horse,  and  we  continue  to  ride  it,  with- 
out searching  to  apply,  or  at  least  to  experiment  whether  the 
powerful  antiseptics  lately  discovered  by  chemistry  would  not 
be  a  hundred  times  better  than  vaccine. 
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We  vaccinate,  because  we  have  vaccinated  100  years,  with- 
out examining  whether  the  preventive  is  not  worse  than  the 
disease;  but  before  another  100  years  will  close  I  sincerely 
hope  that  the  profession  then  will  laugh  at  us,  and  vaccination, 
considered  dangerous,  like  a  great  many  other  things  foand 
to  be  a  nuisance,  will  be  thrown  aside,  as  a  relic  of  the  past. 

I  will  candidly  ask  some  of  my  colleagues,  if,  since  the 
commencement  of  this  winter,  they  have  not  "Witnessed  or 
treated  diseases  consecutive  to  vaccination?  For  my  part, 
since  that  indiscriminate  and  wholesale  vaccination,  I  do  not 
really  know  the  number,  so  great  it  is,  that  I  have  had  in 
treatment,  such  as  erysipelas,  abscesses  on  the  axillary  glands, 
eruptions  of  every  kind,  fearful  swelling  of  the  arms,  de- 
lirious fevers,  with  one  arm  where  the  tissues  were  destroyed 
clear  to  the  humerus,  and  even  one  case  of  septicimise,  all 
caused  and  traced  to  vaccination,  whether  improperly  per- 
formed, or  from  inoculation  of  impure  virus! 

I  have  been  instructed  in  France  during  my  medical 
studies  how  to  vaccinate,  and  also  to  be  very  particular  about 
the  virus  to  inoculate;  it  was  especially  recommended  not  to 
make  the  incision  bleed  there.  Here  how  often  have  I  seen  the 
lance  used  too  deep  and  too  freely! 

As  long  as  I  have  used  the  vaccine  vims  furnished  to  me  in 
tubes  by  the  state  of  my  native  country,  I  never  had  any  un- 
pleasant accident  to  deal  with;  but  this  year  the  calls  for  vac- 
cination having  been  so  enormous,  my  French  supply  was  soon 
exhausted;  then  I  had  to  resort  to  the  quills  sold  every- 
where, or  furnished  free  by  the  board  of  health.  What  has 
been  the  result?  The  troubles  after  troubles  already  quoted. 
What  are  the  causes  of  it?  I  do  not  know,  indeed;  but  when 
I  see  in  this  country  everything  going  along  for  the  sake  of  the 
money,  I  become  immediately  reticent.  I  lose  confidence,  and 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  I  believe  that  the  virus  matter 
sold  during  this  present  epidemic  was  impure,  because  in  the 
majority  of  cases  the  ivory  points  which  I  have  seen  or  bought,. 
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And  the  quills  that  have  been  famished  me,  were  impregnated 
with  either  a  thick  brownish  or  a  kind  of  bloody  matter,  and 
some  times  these  ivory  points  seemed  to  have  been  dipped  in 
pure  blood.*  French  vaccine  virus  is  always  semi-trans- 
parent or  looks  like  the  white  of  an  egg,  generating  a  healthy 
vesicle  of  the  size  of  a  silver  five-cent  piece,  which  growth  is 
free  from  trouble,  save  an  ephemeral  fever.  It  will  be 
very  interesting  for  me  to  see  in  the  future  what  will  become 
of  so  many  human  beings  inoculated  with  such  a  stuff,  and  if 
some  very  serious  accidents  would  not  be  its  consequences. 
But,  as  from  an  evil  generally  arises  something  good,  I  hope 
that  vaccination  will  fall  into  disrepute  after  such  repeated 
sad  experiments. 

If  the  report  made  by  Dr.  E.  Mitchell  Prudden,  the  direc- 
tor of  the  Physiological  and  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  York,  is  true,  no  wonder  the 
presence  of  so  many  accidents  consecutive  to  vaccination 
have  arrived,  when  he  said  that  after  careful  analysis  of  the 
matter  used  to  impregnate  quills  and  ivory  points,  he  found 
that  it  was  composed  of  B-inall  pieces  of  shm^  hair^  hits  of 
seed  J  manure,  salts  of  urea,  pus,  blood,  and  a  small  pro- 
portion of  vaccine  virus!  /****"  What  can  be  ex- 
pected from  the  inoculation  in  the  human  body  of  that  con- 
founded, horrible  compound?"  exclaimed  "The  New  York 
Herald."  I  am  now  no  more  sui*prised  of  having  read  of 
cases  of  deaths  arising  from  vaccination. 

Now,  when  we  have  a  case  of  variola,  how  do  we  treat  it? 
As  a  general  rule  pretty  much  always  upon  the  same  princi- 
ples, from  year  to  year.  We  fight  first  the  inflammatory 
stage,  we  after  promote  the  eruption,  and  anoint  the  pus- 
tules; sometimes,  if  the  patient  is  rich,  we  amuse  ourselves 
by  opening  the  vesicles  one  after  another  upon  his  face  witii 
a  silver  or  gold  pin,  because  these  shining  metals  look  well  in 
our  hands;  and,  finally,  we  dress  the  suppurating  pustules 
with  some  antiseptic  ointment;  we  prolong  at  last  the  conva- 
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lescence  as  long  as  possible,  because  ^Aa^^y«/    Important 
consideration  before  any  other,  is  it  not  ? 

An  innovator  (Edward  Hine)  proposes  as  a  care  for  small- 
pox, and  that  inside  of  three  days  (?),  the  following: 

B. — Cream  of  tartar,        -         -        -       3j 
Pure  water,       -        -         -        -       3J 

Tablespoonful  every  hour,  for  adults. 

Another,  a  surgeon  of  the  English  army,  proposes  to  rub 
the  chest  of  the  patient,  when  the  fever  is  at  its  height  and 
just  before  the  eruption  appears,  with  an  ointment  composed 
of  croton  oil  and  tartaric  salt,  in  order  to  promote  a  se- 
vere eruption  upon  that  part  of  the  body,  in  order  to  save 
the  other,  and  from  its  intensity  it  saves  also  the  internal 
organs,  and  it  results  in  an  infallible  (?)  cure.  When  I  see  in 
anything  the  word  infallibley  used  in  this  miserable  world, 
where  everything  is  yet  so  fallible,  it  always  renders  me 
sceptic. 

We  have  after  that  the  treatment  of  the  celebrated  (?)  sister 
of  charity  of  my  country,  of  whom,  by  the  way,  I  never  heard 
speak  of  only  in  this  country,  and  yet  from  scraps  taken  from 
French  papers  (not  medical),  a  fact  that  all  the  newspapers  in 
.  th^  United  States  have  quoted ;  but  knowing  how  facetious 
and  not  serious  at  all  are  in  general  the  Frenchmen,  this  has 
not  attracted  my  attention  much.  I  allude  to  the  following 
prescription. 

B. — Sulphate  of  zinc, 

Pulv.  digitalis,     -  -  -  a«  Gr.j 

Pulv.  sach.  alb.,  -  -  -  jij 

Pure  water,          -  .  -  Jiv 

M.  Sig.  Tablespoonful  every  hour  for  adults,  teaspoonful 
for  children  ten  years  old. 

Hf»wever,  in  many  cases  of  exanthematous  affections  I  have 
often  used  that  prescription,  after  all  a  little  homoeopathic  to 
such  a  disease,  and  have  found  that  the  patients  are  much 
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pleased  with  it, on  account  of  its  cooling  effects  to  the  month; 
but  in  cases  of  variola  I  invariably  resort  to  the  French  abor- 
tive treatment,  which  I  consider  the  best  so  far. 

Dr.  Mene,  the  head  French  physician  of  one  of  the  children's 
hospitals  of  Paris,  during  my  last  sojourn  in  that  great  city 
kindly  explained  to  me  the  benefit  of  his  abortive  treatment  in 
variola,  and  having  often  since  tested  its  efficacy  I  have 
strongly  recommended  it  when  I  returned  to  the  United  States 
to  my  brother  practitioners.  Anybody  not  stubbornly  fanat- 
icised  by  what  he  has  learned,  and  understanding  the  process 
of  the  germ  theory,  will  see  at  a  glance  what  beneficial  result 
can  be  derived  from  it,  for  it  destroys  the  germ  of  that  disease 
in  its  cells. 

As  soon  as  all  symptoms  satisfy  the  physician  in  charge  of 
a  suspected  case  of  variola  that  he  has  to  deal  with  such  a  case; 
and  particularly  wlren  he  feels  the  liMle  shots  appearing  un- 
der the  skin  of  the  patient,  he  ought  to  prescribe  "  salicylic 
acid  in  doses  varying  from  3  to  10  grs.  every  six  hours,  accord- 
ing to  the  age  of  his  patient.  The  effect  is  prompt  and  sure; 
the  pustules  abort,  the  pus  is  absorbed,  destroyed,  and  the  pa- 
tient enters  soon  in  convalescence  ;  then,  diminishing  grad- 
ually the  doses  of  salicylic  acidj  he,  however,  continues  to 
prescribe  it  until  the  cure  is  complete.  Hence,  no  loathsome 
disease,  no  contagion  to  be  apprehended,  no  danger  from  vac- 
cination, no  alarm  from  any  side,  in  fact,  variola  treated  in  this 
way  becomes  nothing  else  but  an  innocent  disease.  But  st^h 
a  treatment  does  not  pay  /    *    *    * 

Is  not  such  a  treatment  simply  splendid?  Is  it  not  better 
than  all  the  risks  liable  to  arise  from  propagating  amongst 
humanity  the  many  diseases  belonging  to  animals,  as  well  as 
human  creatures,  by  the  indiscriminate,  inhuman  method  of 
vaccination  and  re-vaccination? 

Any  sensible  man  will  appreciate  it  at  a  glance. 

Within  a  few  years,  and  particularly  last  winter,  I  have  com- 
mimicated  this  treatment  to  some  of  my  friends  sympathizing 
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with  my  progressive  and  liberal  ideas,  and  th,ey  have  really 
been  very  delighted  with  it,  because  we  have  not  had  yet  a 
single  disappointment.  We  never  tell  the  family  of  our  pa- 
tient what  is  the  matter  with  him,  of  course,  and  we  never  talk 
about  it  with  any  outsiders.  The  patient,  when  cured,  has  not 
a  single  spot  on  the  skin,  and  naturally  nobody  can  detect  what 
was  the  matter  with  him. 

Here  is  what  I  call  progress;  may  my  voice  be  heard, 
and  may  such  a  treatment,  becoming  popular  among  the  pro- 
fession, abolish  at  once  that  confounded  vaccination! 

April,  1882. 
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Dr.  Edmonds  read  the  following  paper  on  Etiology  and 
Prophylaxis: 

ETIOLOGY  AND  PROPHYLAXIS. 


BY    W.    A.    EDMONDS,    A.  M.,    M.  D. 


[A  paper  read  before  the  Society  of  Hoiii(»opathic  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons of  St.  Louis.] 


Mr.  President  and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Society  :  I 
have  associated  these  two  subjects  because  it  would  be  difficult 
to  treat  of  the  latter  without  constant  allusion  to  the  former, 
and  because  successful  prophylaxis  will  depend  largely  on  a 
correct  knowledge  of  etiology. 

The  causes  or  influences  which  lead  to  abnormal  bodilv  con- 
ditions  have  probably  always  been  themes  of  peculiar  inter-   . 
est  and  inquiry  from  the  very  infancy  of  humanity.    Barba- 
rous and  even   semi-civilized  communities  have  usually  con- 
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tented  themselves  with  the  theory  of  adverse  astronomical  in- 
fluences, or  the  displeasure  of  their  deities  and  idols,  as  the 
cause  of  disease  and  death,  particularly  when  such  visitations 
come  in  an  epidemic  form;  and  in  harmony  with  such  theory 
as  to  etiology,  tlie  prophylaxis  consists  in  the  fumes  which  go 
up  from  the  bleeding,  burning  victim,  instead  of  our  modern 
carbolic  incense. 

We  think  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  no  two  subjects  in 
the  whole  domain  of  modern  science  have  been  so  eagerly 
studied  and  investigated,  with  so  little  of  practical  conclusive 
result,  as  the  two  now  under  consideration.  Scientists,  both 
in  and  out  of  the  profession,  individually  and  in  associated 
action,  have,  for  a  period  running  far  back  into  the  misty 
dawn  of  civilization,  wrestled  with  these  subjects  in  a  spirit  of 
commendable  ambition  and  benevolent  zeal,  certainly 
worthy  of  better  practical  results  than  seem  to  have  been  at- 
tained. Are  cholera  and  yellow  fever  contagious  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  term  ?  is  a  question  which  we  answer  affirma- 
tively in  obedience  to  our  fears,  and  by  way  of  giving  those 
interested  the  benefit  of  a  doubt,  rather  than  as  the  result  of 
exact  and  minute  investigation,  with  considerable  following 
in  the  negative.  Are  the  immediate,  proximate  causes  of  the 
abnormal  conditions,  material  or  immaterial,  organic  or  inor- 
ganic, vegetable  or  animalcular,  telluric,  thermal  or  electrical  ? 
Does  the  toxic  agent  invade  vital  sanctum 
through  ^the  lungs,  the  skin,  the  stomach,  the 
nervous  system,  or  neither  ?  In  the  line  of  special  pro- 
phylaxis we  can  boast  in  this  light  of  the  nineteenth  century 
of  little  more  than  vaccination  against  variola,  quinine 
against  the  paludal  influence,  and  belledonna  against 
scarlatina. 

In  the  later  part  of  the  seventeenth  and  the  early  part  of 
the  eighteenth  centuries,  the  history  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion was  graced  and  honored  by  the  zeal  and  brilliancy  of  such 
memorable  names  as  Pinel,  Cullen,  firoussais,  fiichat,  and 
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Brown.  They  were  hard  workers  and  active  theorists.  Prom- 
inent among  these  was  Jno.  Brown,  a  Scotchman,  who  origi- 
nated and  for  a  time  very  successfully  promulged  and 
maintained  what  was  known  as  the  Brunonian  theory  as  to 
the  ca^se  and  nature  of  disease.  Broussais  revamped  and 
spread  his  views  in  France,  while  Gertner  did  as  much  for 
Germany,  and  Basori  performed  a  similar  service  for  Italy. 
According  to  Brown,  all  diseases  were  either  Sthenic  or  As- 
thenic, were  caused  and  kept  up  by  too  much  or  too  little 
power.  Irritability  and  excitability  either  got  too  high  or 
too  low,  and  per  consequence  the  true  secret  of  health  preser- 
vation consisted  in  so  ordering  matters  as  to  steer  clear  of 
extremes  in  time  of  health  ;  and  when  in  a  state  of  disease  to 
reduce  the  plus  in  cases  of  Sthenia  by  suitable  depressants 
and  evacuants  on  the  one  hand,  and  restore  the  minus  of  As- 
thenia by  tonics,  stimulants  and  excitants  on  the  other.  This 
antipathic  theory  as  to  the  cause  and  treatment  of  disease, 
though,  long  since  nominally  ignored,  has  most  notably  at- 
tached itself  to  the  theories  and  opinions  of  allopathic  medi- 
cine as  presented  to  us  at  the  present  day. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  Dr.  Rush,  of 
Philadelphia,  came  forward  with  his  theory  as  to  the  unity 
of  disease,  and  that  all  diseases,  and  especially  fever,  are 
caused  by  an  excess  of  stimulus,  and  of  course  "  discovers 
to  us  that  the  cure  (and  prevention)  of  all  disease  depends 
simply  upon  the  abstraction  of  stimuli  from  a  whole  or  from 
a  part  of  the  body,  when  motions  excited  by  them  are  in  ex- 
cess; and  in  the  increase  of  their  number  and  force 
when  these  motions  are  of  a  moderate  nature."  It  will 
readily  be  perceived  that  these  views,  whether  as  to  cure  or 
prevention  of  disease,  do  not  differ  materially  from  those  con- 
stituting the  Brunonian  doctrines. 

In  1828,  Dr.  Jno.  Esten  Cooke,  of  Transylvania  University^ 
at  Lexington,  Ky.,  came  forward  with  one  of  the  most  thor- 
oughly elaborated  theories  as  to  the  cause  and  cure  of  disease 
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which  has  emanated  from  any  American  author.  According 
to  this  authority,  disease  is  in  the  main  a  unit,  and  is  the  pro- 
duct of  a  certain  impurity  known  as  carbonous  acid,  which 
escapes  into  the  air  during  vegetable  decomposition. 

This  noxious  gas  was  supposed,  when  mixed  with  the  re- 
spired air,  to  hinder  the  proper  aeration  and  oxidization  of  the 
blood  in  the  lungs.  The  blood  failing  of  its  decarbonization 
was  brought  to  the  heart  in  a  condition  unsuitable  for  stimu- 
lating vigorous  cardiac  action.  This  failure  of  heart  activity 
resulted  in  blood  stasis  or  congestion  in  the  ascending  vena 
cava,  and  what  is  known  as  the  portal  circulation,  with  special 
congestion  and  torpid  function  of  the  liver.  The  pathologi- 
cal condition  supposed  thus  to  exist  came  to  be  known  as  vena 
eavaism,  on  account  of  the  sluggish  state  of  the  circulation  ia 
the  ascending  vena  cava.  In  harmony  with  the  supposed  cause 
and  the  supposed  pathological  condition,  and  especially  that  of 
the  liver,  c^^Zom^Z  in  large  and  oft-repeated  doses  was  supposed 
to  be  just  the  remedy.  The  prescription  usually  adopted  con- 
tained equal  parts  of  rhubarb^  aloes  and  calomel^  constituting 
the  famous  ''Cooke's  Pills,"  so  long  in  vogue,  both  in  and  out 
of  the  profession.  Dr.  Cooke  himself  seems  to  have  been  fairly 
a  successful  practitioner  in  large  practice.  But  the  ruin  wrought 
by  hi s» followers,  who  attempted  to  imitate  his  example,  has  fur- 
nished ample  employment  for  the  dental  profession  for  the 
last  60  years. 

Under  this  misguiding  theory,  that  all  disease  was  produced 
by  the  carbonous,  acid  or  oxide  resulting  in  congestion  of  the 
liver  and  pent-up  bile,  the  most  enormous  quantities  oimer- 
ewry  were  sometimes  given  by  Dr.  Cooke.  He  reports  the 
case  of  one  patient  who  took  by  his  advice,  during  a  period  of 
about  seven  months,  1486  grains  of  calomel^  and  3303  grains  of 
rhubarb^  aloes,  scammony  and  jalap.  The  patient  only 
escaped  t\irther  dosage  by  death  coming  to  the  rescue. 
Cooke's  professional  rivals  and  adversaries  are  said  to  have 
kept  on  exhibition  in  the  Transylvania  Medical  Museum  one 
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of  his  sample  doses  of  calomel^  weighing  nearly  a  quarter  of 
pound.  Of  course  this  account  of  Cooke's  therapeutic  modes 
is  somewhat  of  a  digression  from  the  subjects  in  hand,  but 
serves  to  show  the  foolish  and  ruinous  results  which  may  flow 
from  fanciful  theories  as  to  the  cause  of  disease.  In  harmony 
with  Cooke's  theory  as  to  cause,  he  readily  deduced  another 
as  to  prophylaxis,  and  advised  all  untidy  or  suspicious  lo- 
calities to  be  kept  constantly  supplied  with  an  abundance  of 
quick  lime,  under  the  idea  that  the  known  chemical  affinity 
between  the  carbonic  gases  and  the  calcareous  preparations 
would  necessarily  result  in  a  union,  and  the  formation  of  in-  ' 
ocuous  carbonates.  To  such  theory  we  are  indebted  to  the 
present  use  of  lime  as  a  disinfectant  and  prophylactic. 

Justin  the  nick  of  time,  when  theheroical  modes  with  cal- 
omel, the  lancet  and  the  blister  plaster  were  holding  high  car- 
nival at  the  expense  of  life,  health  and  humanity,  Samuel 
Thompson,  an  ignorant  man  from  the  humbler  walks  of  life, 
came  upon  the  stage  with  his  theory  as  to  cause  and  cure  of 
disease. 

Mr.  Thompson  found,  "  after  maturely  considering  the  sub- 
ject," that  the  human  body  is  composed  of  tour  elements, 
earth,  air,  fire  and  water;  the  solid  parts  being  composed  of 
earth  and  water,  and  the  fluids  of  fire  and  air.  Heat  he  found 
to  be  life,  and  cold  death.  Disease  he  found  in  the  main  to 
be  a  unit,  and  caused  by  and  consisted  in  a  loss  of  balance 
between  what  he  termed  the  external  cold  and  the  internal 
heat.  By  keeping  up  the  one  and  keeping  out  the  other  he 
proposed  to  cure  or  prevent  disease  and  death.  In  plain 
terms,  if  Mr.  Thompson  could  keep  his  man  warm  he  ought 
not  to  get  cold,  and  if  not  cold  he  ought  not  to  die — cold  and 
death,  under  his  ideas  of  etiology  and  pathology,  being  con- 
vertible terms. 

By  way  of  giving  the  charm,  of  mystery  and  the  grace  of 
dignity  to  his  views,  he  held  that  there  is  lurking  in  the  human 
system  a  certain  predisposing  cause  to  disease,  which  he  was 
pleased  to  call  canker. 
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In  full  harmony  with  Bnch  views  as  to  the  nature  and  cause 
of  disease,  our  hero  brought  upon  his  therapeutic  stage  an 
abundant  supply  of  lobelia  infusion,  %}ayenne  pepper^  the 
vapor  bath  and  the  wJiilom  piston  syringe.  While  roasting 
the  outer  man  with  the  vapor  bath,  he  made  matters  warm 
within  by  the  free  use  of  pepper  and  lobelia  by  the  mouth  ; 
any  remnant  which  the  stomach  might  not  be  able  to  receive 
being  made  to  do  service  against  the  enemy  at  somewhat  re- 
mote parts  in  the  use  of  the  syringe. 

Now  of  course  this  redoubtable  knight  ip  the  theoretic  and 
speculative  line,  and  his  disciple^  literally  roasted  humanity 
alive  in  many  instances;  yet  these  modes  were  relatively  so 
much  more  conservative  and  safe  in  comparison  to  the  or- 
thodox modes  then  in  vogue  as  to  give  them  actual  qualities 
of  comparative  mildness  and  safety,  and  for  a  time  secured 
much  patronage,  and  a  large  following,  especially  among  the 
middle  and  lower  classes. 

Simultaneously  with  Thompson  came  Priessnitz,  of  Grae- 
fenburg  in  Germany,  with  his  theory  that  disease  in  the  main 
is  caused  by  the  excessive  use  of  medicine,  condiments,  stimu- 
lants, meat  diet,  and  a  dirty  skin.  Such  a  theory  naturally, 
and  probably  not  very  irrationally  in  very  many  instances, 
led  to  the  adoption  of  a  vegetable  diet,  the  avoidance  of  all 
medicaments,  condiments  and  stimulants,  with  the  abundant 
use  of  fresh,  pure  water,  both  externally  and  internally.  This 
mode,  with  abundant  exposure  to  pure,  fresh  air,  with  much 
exercise  to  such  as  had  suitable  strength  to  walk,  was  sup- 
posed to  be  humanity's  only  requisites  in  either  the  preven- 
tion or  cure  of  disease.  , 

Priessnitz'  system  undoubtedly  contained  a  large  element 
of  truth  and  plausibility,  became  popular  in  a  very  large  cir- 
cle of  educated  and  cultured  people;  but  owing  to  its  violent 
aggressiveness  against  established  social  modes  and  personal 
habits,  together  with  its  laborious  and  cumbersome  modes, 
and  inapplicability  imder  many  circumstances,  has  fallen  into 
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difiUBe  very  largely;  Graham  bread  without  butter  or  salt,  and 
a  wet  sheet  envelope,  being  regarded  as  poor  substitutes  for  a 
"  cocktail,"  beef  steak,  and  a  good  cigar. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  the  effort.of  Priessnitz  to  bap- 
tize humanity  into  good  health  and  physiological  modes  in 
Kfe  and  habits,  came  our  own  revered  Hahnemann  into  prom- 
inent view  with  his  doctrines  of  syphilis,  sycosis  and  psora 
as  the  chief  cause  or  causes  gf  disease,  especially  those  of  a 
ehronic  nature.  Of  the  three  he  seems  to  have  attached  much 
more  importance  to  the  psoric  miasm  as  a  factor  in  the  pro- 
duction of  disease  than  the  other  two.  He  does  not  seem  to 
have  held  to  the  idea  that  psora  cut  any  special  figure  in  the 
eharacter,  duration  and  progress  of  acute  diseases,  but  in  the 
chronic  maladies  he  supposed  it  to  be  the  chief  or  almost 
only  factor,  excepting,  probably,  syphilis  and  sycosis,  which 
he  supposed  to  have  sufficient  stability  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves without  the  aid  of  the  omnipresent  psora. 

Precisely  in  the  light  of  what  system  of  observations,  facts 
and  experience  he  reached  his  conclusions  as  to  this  subtle 
miasm,  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  determine.  Practically  and 
technically  we  know  of  no  other  psora  than  that  caused  by  the 
acarus  or  itch  animalcule  in  or  beneath  the  epidermis. 
Hahnemann  tells  us  that  it  took  him  twelve  years  to  arrive  at  a 
eorrect  knowledge  of  this  toxic  agent  of  such  wonderful  prev- 
alence with  the  appropriate  medical  management.  Probably 
no  great  mind  ever  spent  twelve  years  in  arriving  at  .a  less 
substantial  or  more  fanciful  conclusion,  with  so  little  of  fact, 
experience  or  analogy  in  ite  behalf;  and  we  conclude  that 
nothing  but  the  prestige  of  his  great  najne  and  wonderful  ability 
and  brilliancy  in  other  directions  ever  enabled  this  gauzy  fig- 
ment to  fasten  itself  upon  the  literature  of  a  learned  and  no- 
ble profession. 

Fifty  years  hence  our  descendants  will  probably  hold  the 
psoric  miasm  in  about  the  same  light  with  which  we  at  pres- 
ent view   Brown's  sthenia  and   asthenia,  Bush's   plus  and 
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minus  of  stimuli  and  Thompson's  canker.  Psora  (itch)  is  a 
well  defined  symptomatic  abnormal  manifestation,  is  com* 
paratively  a  rare  or  infrequent  form  of  disease;  confined  al- 
most entirely  to  orphan  homes,  foundling  establishments  and 
camp  life  among  soldiers,  and  even  in  such  places  under  im- 
proved hygienic  modes  not  at  all  of  frequent  occurrence.  I  do 
not  think  I  have  seen  five  cases  in  private  practice  in  fifteen 
years.  When  present  it  is  thoroughly,  quickly  and  easily 
cured  under  diligent  management.  Now  precisely  why  such  • 
an  infrequent,  simple  form  of  disease,  so  easily  treated  to  the 
point  of  complete  relief,  should  be  made  the  basis  or  predis- 
posing cause  to  all  the  forms  of  chronic  disease,  or  why  it 
should  be  restricted  to  chronic  diseases  to  the  exclusion  of 
acute  ones,  which  so  frequently  run  into  the  chronic  form,  is 
to  my  dull  comprehension  past  finding  out.  The  consummate 
folly  *  which  the  distinguished  founder  of  homoeopathy  has 
committed  in  this  matter  is  an  ample  vindication  of  the  bib- 
lical admonition,  "Call  no  man  master."  This  "master" 
business  is  to  me  thoroughly  irksome  and  nauseous.  Hah- 
nemann had  great  and  wonderful  abilities,  and  rendered  an 
invaluable  service  to  humanity  through  the  medical  profes- 
sion ;  and  had  he  confined  his  eiforts  to  an  inculcation  of  cor- 
rect views  as  to  the  law  governing  the  selection  of  the  suit- 
able remedy  in  the  minimum  dose,  and  steered  clear  of  this 
psoric  folly  and  adhered  to  more  moderate  views  as  dynam- 
ization  and  potency,  homeopathy  would  to-day  be  fifty  years 
ahead  of  its  present  number  of  adherents,  patrons  and  practi- 
tioners. 

We  come  now  to  the  latest  phase  and  fashion  in  etiology, 
to-wit,  the  germ  or  parasitic  theory,  for  which  we  are  largely 
or  entirely  indebted  to  microscopic  investigation.  Nearly  all 
the  forms  of  disease,  and  especially  those  of  an  epidemic  and 
contagious  character,  are  at  present  attributed  to  the  pres- 
ence of  certain  organic  forms  of  either  a  vegetable  or  animal- 
calar  nature.  For  the6e,which  microscopists  describe  as  varied 
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and  distinct  in  individualitieB,  modes,  habits  and  fofms,  we 
have  such  names  as  bacteria,  microcci,  schizomicets,  bacillus, 
microphytes,  spores — the  whole  being  included  under  the 
general  term  zymoses.  The  scientific  indictment  against 
these  invisible  celebrities  is,  that  they  are  chargeable  with 
quite  or  nearly  all  the  maladies  that  flesh  is  heir  to.  The  le- 
gal evidence  against  them  we  think  at  best  but  circumstan- 
tial, and  the  verdict  much  in  the  nature  of  that  rendered 
against  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  by  a  Scotch  jury,  "  Guilty,  but 
not  proven. "  "We  should  say  that  these  lilliputian  monsters 
sustain  about  the  same  relation  to  the  questions  of  health  and 
disease  as  that  of  a  suspected  felon  who  is  found  in  possession 
of  stolen  goods;  or  of  the  vagabond  found  loitering  near  an 
unaccountable  fire  at  the  time  of  occurrence.  The  circum- 
stances may  be  suspicious,  but  not  conclusive  as  to  the.  guilt 
of  suspected  parties. 

If  we  find  the  noble  lion  by  the  wayside  or  in  his  native 
jungle,  wasted  to  the  very  point  of  death  or  helplessness  from 
disease  or  accident,  with  the  jackall,  vultures  and  maggots 
preying  upon  his  substance,  we  do  not  conclude  that  these 
cruel  intruders  have  necessarily  brought  him  to  his  condition 
of  helplessness,  humiliation  and  misery,  but  that  finding  him 
disabled  by  certain  abmormal  influences,  or  it  may  be  the 
trusty  rifle  of  the  mighty  hunter,  they  go  in  and  occupy,  mak- 
ing common  cause  in  an  administration  upon  the  bodily  ef- 
fects of  the  royal  victim.  If  we  find  a  human  being  rotting 
and  writhing  in  helpless  agony  from  plague,  typhoid  fever  or 
small  pox,  with  bacteria  and  their  confreres  holding  high 
carnival  in  the  surroundings,  secretions,  excretions  and  tis- 
sues of  the  individual  sick  man,  we  do  not  conclude  necessar- 
ily that  they  are  to  blame  for  the  devitalized  and'  putrid  con- 
dition of  the  sick  party,  but  finding  the  vital  power  and  vis 
oonaervatrix  weakened  below  the  power  of  successful  resist- 
ance to  hurtful  intrusion,  they  take  possession  and  occupy 
and  fatten  and  multiply  almost  without  limit,  and  it  may  be 
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to  the  further  hurt  and  ruin  of  the  haman  tissue  and  its  nor- 
mal function.  If  we  find  the  model  horse  brought  to  a  state 
of  extreme  attenuation  and  debility  by  hard  service,  exposure 
and  bad  or  insufficient  diet,  with  flies,  lice  and  other  vermin 
swarming  at  every  point  of  his  person,  we  are  not  authorized 
to  conclude  that  these  pests  and  tormenters  have  brought  him 
to  his  present  condition  of  bodily  depravity  and  helplessness, 
but  that  in  his  state  of  helplessness  they  have  found  their  op* 
portunity  for  intrusion  and  possession.  If  we  take  a  case  of 
superficial  erysipelas  of  the  arm,  consisting  at  the  start  in  a 
slight  blush,  pain  and  tenderness,  but  which  afterwards 
thickens  and  deepens  to  the  point  of  eloughing  and  suppura- 
tion, and  ultimately  under  the  thermal  help  of  hot  weather  be- 
comes infested  by  maggots,  we  do  not  conclude  that  these  fris- 
ky intruders  have  acted  primarily  as  the  cause  of  the  trouble, 
but  have  simply  availed  themselves  of  an  opportunity  aiFord- 
ed  by  a  lowered  vitality  of  the  parts.  Place  these  organized 
forms  in  unlimited  quantity  within  cavities  and  on  surfaces 
in  a  perfectly  normal  condition,  and  they  are  harmless  for 
any  evil  purpose.  • 

In  vindication  of  bacteria  and  their  kith  and  kin,  as  alleged 
caiises  of  disease,  histologists  tell  us  that  they  may  be  found 
in  great  numbers  in  the  atmosphere,  on  the  body  surface  and 
in  the  bodily  excretions  without  the  slightest  apparent  imr 
pairment  to  human  health.  That  these  organisms 'may  take 
advantage  of  certain  organic  and  functional  abnormities  to 
thrive  and  multiply  and  fatten  on  denuded  surfaces,  and  enter 
within  the  vale  or  vital  sanctorum,  and  thereby  incidentally 
intensity  and  additionally  aggravate  the  condition  of  disease 
previously  existing,  is,  we  think,  entirely  probable;  but  that 
they  are  ever  primarily,  denovo^  a  cause  and  source  of  disease 
we  think  a  matter  of  grave  doubt.  And  then,  too,  allowing 
them  to  be  guilty  of  the  worst  that  has  been  charged  to  their 
account,  we  think  the  preventive  modes  adopted  for  their  ex- 
termination in  the  use  of  various  '^  disinfectants"  are  largely 
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hypothetical  and  fanciful,  and  not  at  all  sustained  by  any  well 
ascertained  system  of  facts  and  experience,  besides  being  per- 
sonally excessively  disagreeable,  and  in  many  instances  a 
probable  source  of  local  hurt  and  general  disease. 

When  I  have  stood  beside  the  surgeon  and  witnessed  the 
recent  practice  of  spraying  and  saturating  freshly  cut  surfaces 
with  disinfectants,  where  union  by  the  first  intention  is  in 
most  cases  the  indispensable  requisite  to  operative  success, 
and  which  can  only  be  hoped  for  by  the  diligent  exclusion  of 
every  foreign  particle— and  when  I  have  seen  him  plunge  his 
carbolized  hand  and  sponge  into  a  serous  splanchnic  cavity, 
where  the  smallest  particle  of  extraneous  or  foreign  matter 
may  only  be  introduced  at  the  risk  of  a  vehement  inflamma- 
tion— and  when  I  have  followed  him  into  the  wards  of  his  hos- 
pital and  there  found  everything  reeking  with  the  ever  pres- 
ent carbolic  fumes,  and  taking  the  place  of  fresh,  pure  air  and 
pure  water — ^and  when  I  have  visited  the  private  residence  in- 
vaded by  malignant,  contagious  disease  and  found  everything 
from  garret  to  cellar,  clothing,  walls,  furniture,  person,  food, 
atmosphere,  in  unconditional  surrender  to  disgusting  carbol- 
ized fumes — and  when  I  have  seen  a  city  of  50,000  civilized 
people,  under  the  advice  of  medical  men,  turn  open  all  its 
street  gas  jets  unlighted,  as  a  means  of  arresting  the  spread 
o/  epidemic  yellow  fever — I  say  when  I  have  witnessed  these 
absurd,  futile  and  unscientific  efforts  to  arrest  and  control  the 
spread  of  disease,  I  have  many  times  experienced  a  feeling 
much  akin  to  that  expressed  in  the  borrowed  aphorism  with 
which  "  Puck  "  graces  the  frontispiece  of  his  magazine. 

To  my  mind  the  world  rarely  witnesses  such  a  display  of 
noble,  professional  and  personal  manhood  as  that  recently  ex- 
hibited in  the  British  medical  congress,  when  the  great  Lister 
came  to  the  front,  and  slowly,  solemnly,  deliberately  an- 
nounced that  he  had  discontinued  certain  practices  which  the 
world  had  so  unanimously  adopted  under  his  instruction  and 
leadership.     For  very  many  years  I  have  been  steadily  op- 
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posed  to  what  may  safely  be  termed  the  carbolic  craze,  though 
I  have  said  but  little,  eitlier  publicly  or  privately,  as  I  have 
not  supposed  it  would  be  prudent,  comfortable*  or  profitable 
to  stand  up  against  the  current  of  a  sort  of  universal  majority. 
Life  and  health,  disease  and  death  are  not  positive  entities 
or  individualities,  but  are  most  likely  simple  modes  of  matter 
in  motion,  just  as  we  now  understand  heat,  light,  sound,  at- 
traction and  gravitation  to  be.  The  vital  process  doubtless 
consists  in  a  perfect  equipoise  between  the  two  processes  of 
assimilation  and  disassimilation,  the  processes  of  supply  and 
waste.  Disease  doubtless  has  it^  essence  or  start  in  a  disturb- 
ance of  this  perfect  equipoise.  Too  much  waste  or  too  little 
repair  will  constitute  a  state  of  disease  or  vital  disturbance 
greater  or  less  as  the  loss  of  equipoise  may  be  greater  or  less. 
Primarily  and  abstractly  the  maintenance  of  this  perfect 
equipoise  will  depend  entirely  upon  the  personal  habits  and 
hygienic  modes  of  the  individual  in  the  matter  of  diet,  exer- 
cise, sleep,  rest,  recreation,  cleanliness  and  ventilation.  In 
other  words,  give  the  individual  perfect  hygienic  surround- 
ings, and  though  the  atmosphere  be  saturated  and  swarming 
with  bacteria,  microcci,  bacillus,  microphytes  and  the  fumes 
or  emanations  from  diphtheria,  small  pox,  typhoid  fever  and^ 
what  not,  and  the  vi^  conservatrix,  with  the  perfectly  vital- 
ized tissues,  will  successfully  confront  and  resist  them  all  or 
singly.  The  probability  that  life  is  simply  a  mode  of  matter 
in  motion  gives  strong  probability  to  the  theory  that  emana- 
tions or  disease  producing  influences  in  epidemic  and  con- 
tagious diseases  are  simply  modes  of  inorganic  matter  in  mo- 
tion, but  modes  of  motion  which  the  perfectly  vitalized  in- 
dividual always  successfully  resists.  We  infer  these  modes 
of  motion  in  disease  producing  agencies  to  be  inorganic  from 
the  fact  of  their  apparent  de  novo  or  spontaneous  origin,  now 
and  then,  as  where  such  diseases  as  gonorrhoea,  syphilis,  meas- 
les and  scarlet  fever,  and  even  small  pox,  appear  under  cir 
cumstances   where  we   can  perceive   no  known  or  probable 
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source  of  contagion  from  a  prior  case  of  the  disease  in  ques- 
tion. Now  to  admit  the  organic  nature  of  the  toxic  agent  in 
these  spontaneous  cases  would  be  to  admit  the  truth  or  fact 
of  equivocal  or  spontaneous  generation,  a  doctrine  now  en- 
tirely ignored  by  the  ^reat  body  of  the  most  eminent  scient- 
ists. That  there  are  certain  well  known  forms  of  parasitic 
disease  or  abnormalities  we  admit;  but  they  are  so  few  as  to 
be  counted,  all  told,  on  the  four  fingers  of  one  hand.  These 
are  acarus,  entozoa,  body  lice  and  trichina. 

We  repeat  then:  1st.  The  zymotic  or  germ  theory  of  dis- 
ease, though  plausible,  has  not  been  proven  to  be  true;  and 
if  admitted  to  be  true  it  does  not  follow,  nor  has  the  fact  been 
proven,  that  the  "disinfectant"  plan  of  prophylaxis  is  trust- 
worthy. 

2d.  That  the  loss  of  equipoise  between  waste  and  repair 
in  the  vital  process  is  the  probable  predisposing  and  in  very 
many  instances  the  proximate  or  immediate  cause  of  disease. 

3d.  That  under  a  perfect  equipoise  in  the  vital  process, 
the  vis  oonservatrix  would  always  successfully  resist  any  and 
every  toxic  agent. 

4th.  That  the  "  disinfectant "  plan,  now  and  recently  in 
vogue,  is  not  only  powerless  as  a  prophylactic  mode,  but  by 
acting  as  an  irritant  to  recently  cut  surfaces  locally,  and  as  a 
toxic  influence  generally,  may  and  doubtless  does  prove  a 
source  of  hindrance  to  the  surgeon  in  operative  measures  and 
a  source  of  disease  in  the  general  bodily  condition. 

6th.  That  the  best  general  prophylaxis  will  be  found  to 
consist  in  perfect  hygienic  modes,  having  special  reference, 
when  surrounded  by  infectious  and  epidemic  agencies,  to  the 
abundant  use  of  fresh,  pure  water  and  the  free  circulation  of 
strong  atmospheric  currents. 

6th.  That  the  surgeon's  best  resource  against  excessive  in- 
flammation, and  for  the  local  comfort  of  raw  and  recently  cut 
surfaces,  will  be  found  in  perfect  atmospheric  exclusion,  both 
an  account  of  any  atmospheric  impurity  which  may  chance 
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to  be  afloat  and  the  known  discomfort  experienced  by  the  ex- 
posure to  atmospheric  contact,  however  pure  of  any  denuded 
or  raw  surface. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  President,  allow  me  to  say  that  the 
scope  of  the  present  subject  in  all  its  bearings  is  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  the  limits  of  a  society  paper,  so  far  as  exhaustive 
treatment  is  concerned.  If  I  have  been  able  to  furnish  such  a 
suggestive  course  as  may  elicit  active  discussion  my  aim  will 
have  been  happily  accomplished. 


Discussed  as  follows: 

Dr.  Harris. — On  this  occasion  it  seems  to  me  pertinent  to 
ask,  where  are  we?  The  essayist  has  presented  a  number  of 
the  doctrines  that  have  been  promulgated  in  regard  to  these 
matters.  Now,  which  is  right?  He  says  bacteria  enter  and 
take  possession  of  the  system,  and  he  says  there  is  an  unbal- 
anced condition  of  nutrition  and  waste.  That  unbalanced 
condition  reminds  me  of  a  story.  An  old  doctor  left  a  large 
powder  of  calomel  for  a  lady  patient.  She  neglected  to  take 
it  until  the  doctor  was  coming  into  the  house  at  his  next 
visit,  and  then  got  no  farther  than  to  mix  it  with  some  jelly. 
The  doctor  came  in,  inquired  after  her  condition,  and,  noticing 
the  jelly,  ate  some  of  it,  jelly  being  a  specjal  weakness  of  his. 
When  he  called  next  day  he  was  very  sober  and  downcast. 
The  lady  noticing  it,  he  said  he  believed  he  had  cholera  mor- 
bus last  night.  She  laughed  and  told  him  she  believed  he 
took  her  powder.  Now  here  was  what  I  call  an  unbalanced 
state  of  affairs.  So  far  as  bacteria  are  concerned,  they  are 
undoubtedly  present  in  the  blood  at  times.  They  are  present 
during  hunger  as  in  fever.  Listerism  may  have  been  carried 
to  an  extreme  ;  that  is  the  tendency  of  the  profession,  but  I 
cannot  think  that  there  is  nothing  in  it.  A  method  that  has 
reduced  the  mortality  in  certain  classes  of  operations  from 
75  to  6  per  cent,  must  be  of  some  value.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  what  carbolic  acid  is  often  used  to  excess,  and  it  is  likely 
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that  its  injurious  effects  have  been  produced  in  those  instan- 
ces. There  is  no  odor  to  be  detected  of  it  in  Lif.ter'8  hospi- 
tal. It  is  probable  that  the  use  of  iodoform  also  is  being  oar- 
ried  to  an  extreme.  A  case  is  reported  in  which  Billroth 
put  a  large  quantity  into  the  hip  joint.  The  patient  did  not 
die  of  hip  joint  disease,  but  did  three  months  later  from  iodo- 
form  poisoning.  Antiseptics  can  only  be  judged  from  the 
practical  results  of  their  use,  and  these  are  certainly  in  their 
favor,  though  they  may  be  sometimes  abused.  Cleanliness  is 
a  part  of  Listerism. 

Dr.  Oollisson. — The  essay  is  a  sort  of  a  history  of  some  of 
the  follies  of  the  profession.  Like  the  women,  the  doctors 
are  prone  to  run  to  the  extremes  of  fashion.  I  can  remember 
when  arnica  was  a  great  remedy  in  old  school  practice.  Since 
then  it  has  been  considered  inert.  Now  it  is  being  used 
again.  There  is  a  disposition  among  us  to  give  full  credence 
to  the  say-so  of  some  mysteriously  wise  German,  or  some  one 
else  that  we  do  not  know  much  about,  and  go  on  until  the 
fallacy  of  his  doctrine  appears,  and  then  we  repudiate  it  all- 
This  custom  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  are  so  manv  thini^s 
that  are  unknowable.  There  has  been  altogether  too  much  ^ 
claimed  for  carbolic  acid^  iodoform  and  arsenic^  but  there  is 
no  doubt  but  what  each  of  them  has  done  a  great  deal  of 
good.  We  have  certainly  learned  a  great  deal  of  the. causes 
and  requisites  for  the  prevention  of  disease  ;  but  the  essence 
of  disease  itself  and  the  precise  manner  of  action  of  its 
causes  are  mysteries,  and  are  likely  to  remain  so. 

By  way  of  prophylaxis,  we  often  forestall  malaria  with  qui- 
niney  septic  poison  with  arsenic^  snake  poison  wUh  alcohol^ 
etc.  I  think  Hahnemann's  psora  doctrine  is  visionary,  and  it 
is  well  known  that  we  do  not  all  follow  his  high  potency 
teachings.  If  the  bacteria  origin  of  disease  should  be 
proved,  I  think  it  knocks  down  our  law.  I  think  a  large  pro- 
portion of  diseases  result  from  imprudence,  fatigue  and  dissi- 
pation.    Robust  men  are  not  apt  to  have  malarial  fever,  but 
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when  they  do  they  have  it  hard.  Strong  children  are  just  as 
susceptible  to  scarlet  fever  as  delicate  ones,  and  have  it  harder. 
I  think  we  shall  never  know  the  cause  of  disease. 

Dr.  Cumminos. — I  think  the  causes  of  disease  are  being  dis- 
covered quite  rapidly.  Pasteur's  experiments  have  given  us 
the  key  to  a  large  number.  If  people  were  all  in  the  proper 
condition,  they  would  be  able  to  resist  the  action  of  many  of 
these  causes.  The  mental  as  well  as  bodily  condition  has  a 
great  deal  to  do  in  the  production  of  disease.  Fear  of  the 
disease  is  a  well-known  factor  in  the  spread  of  cholera.  A 
case  is  reported  where  a  woman  nursed  her  child  after  a  great 
fright,  and  it  died  in  an  hour.  As  to  psora  and  Grauvogl-s 
constitutions,  they  must  be  regarded  if  we  expect  to  cure 
many  cases  of  chronic  disease.  Dr.  Keith  reported  that  he 
had  better  success  in  his  operations  when  he  paid  attention  to 
simple  cleanliness  than  when  he  used  so  much  carbolic  add. 

At  one  time  in  Kew  Orleans  they  emptied  in  places  large 
quantities  of  carboUc  acid  in  the  gutters,  and  endeavored  to 
saturate  the  atmosphere  of  that  part  of  the  city.  The  exper- 
iment did  a  great  deal  of  harm. 

I  believe  in  the  gem  theory  of  disease,  and  think  the  day 
will  come  when  we  shall  have  antidotes  to  many  classes  of 
disease. 

Db.  Feakman. — ^The  paper  led  me  to  think  we  should  be 
careful  in  the  acceptance  of  doctrines. 

Db.  Pabsons. — ^The  essay  gave  more  of  the  history  of  etiol- 
ogy than  of  etiology  itself.  I  expected  it  would  tell  us  how 
to  prevent  and  sometimes  cure  diseases  Among  the  causes 
of  disease  he  made  no  mention  of  heat  and  cold.  The  con- 
sideration of  these  agents  will  often  give  us  more  of  an  in- 
sight into  a  case  than  anything  else.  If  we  see  a  child  run- 
ning at  its  eyes  and  nose,  and  the  mother  tells  us  it  has  a  cold, 
it  satisfies  us — ^we  never  inquire  how  it  got  it.  We  are  not 
apt  to  remember  that  the  previous  condition  of  the  body  has 
much  to  do  with  the  effect  of  exposure  to  cold.     If  a  person 
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has  been  exercising  or  confined  in  a  heated  room  he  is  more 
liable  to  take  cold.  Different  people  in  the  same  circum- 
stances have  different  susceptibility  and  different  weak  points. 
Thus,  if  six  persons  are  exposed  in  the  same  manner,  one  may 
contract  bronchitis,  another  pneumonia,  another  rheuma- 
tism, the  others^nothing.  Prolonged  exposure  is  more  injuri- 
ous than  that  for  a  short  time,  and  dampness  of  the  air 
augments  the  effect  of  cold.  Cold  commonly  produces  affec- 
tions of  the  respiratory  organs,  while  heat  causes  liver  and 
bowel  disorders.  The  latter  prevail  in  hot  weather  and  trop- 
ical climates.  Change  from  hot  to  cool  or  cold  weather 
causes  dysentery.  Care  of  the  body  and  diet,  especially  the 
manner  of  eating,  is  of  great  aid  in  preventing  the  effects  of 
heat  and  cold.  Mastication  is  a  process  frequently  very  in- 
completely performed.  The  stomach  receives  many  a  morsel 
which  has  not  had  more  than  a  couple  of  whacks  from  the 
teeth;  as  a  consequence  it  is  disordered  and  the  system  weak- 
ened. Some  causes  of  disease  are  inherited,  but  not  so  many 
as  claimed  by  some. 

Dr.  Cumminos. — I  want  to  call  attention  to  the  production 
of  typhoid  by  sewage.  New  Rugby,  a  colony  of  English  in 
East  Tennessee,  was  ravaged  by  this  disease,  and  it  was  found 
that  sewage  drained  into  their  drinking  water.  Many  similar 
instances  have  been  related. 

Dr.  Edmonds. — I  am  glad  that  the  members  have  expressed 
their  individual  views  as  I  have  done.  I  did  not  expect  to 
exhaust  the  subject.  I  endeavored  to  show  that  the  fruitage 
of  theorizing  is  unsatisfactory.  Surgeons  have  ruined  them- 
selves and  done  a  vast  amount  of  harm  with  carboUo  acid; 
and  Lister  himself  has  shown  a  great  deal  of  courage  and 
honesty  in  confessing* that  he  was  perhaps  erroneous  in  thei 
doctrine  that  has  made  his  fame  world  wide. 

Dr.  Parsons. — Lister  has  not  renounced  the  antiseptic  doc- 
trine— only  the  use  of  the  spray.  He  still  uses  solutions  of 
carhoUo  acid  of  -^  or  ^  strength. 


Carcinoma  of  the  Breast  65 


nrgimt  j^^dthnent 


In  Charge  of  S.  B.  Pabsons,  M.  D.,  Surgeon. 


"  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  OPERATION 8  UPON  THE  FBOLONQA- 
TION  OF  LIFE  AND  PERMANENT  RECOVERY  INT  CARCI- 
NOMA OF  THE  BREAST.''    . 


Dr.  Gross   said  that  the  conviction  was  rapidly  gaining  ^ 
ground  that  carcinoma  of  the  breast  is  curable.    He  cited 
many  well-known  authorities  who  now  hold  this   view  of  the 
question,  among  others  Virchow,  Nussbaum,  Gunn,  Gross, 
Parker  and  Geo.  A.  Peters. 

In  view  of  the  fatal  progress  of  carcinoma,  it  was  impor- 
tant to  determine  the  answers  to  three  important  questions: 

Jf'irst — Does  the  resort  to  the  knife  prevent  invasion  of  the 
tissues  adjacent  to  the  glandular  structure  ? 

Second — Does  it  prevent  infection  of  the  associated  lym- 
phatic glands  ?* 

Third — Does  the  knife  prevent  the  formation  of  metastatic 
tumors  ? 

In  answering  these  questions.  Dr.  Gross  cited  a  variety  of 
statistics  gleaned  from  the  study  of  many  cases  which  pointed 
to  only  one  concl  usion,  and  that  was  that  in  a  large  percentage  of 
cases  those  questions  could  be  answered  affirmatively,  and  not 
only  could  life  be  prolonged,  but  permanent  recovery  effected. 
Statistics  proved  that  extirpation  added  one  year  to  the  life  of 
the  patient. 

As  to  permanent  recovery,  Volkmann  stated  that  if  two 
years  passed  after  extirpation  ^vithout  recurrence,  permanent 
recovery  was  probable;  if  three  years  passed,  it  was  almost 
certain. 
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He  stated  that  from  his  experience  and  study  of  the  ques- 
tion he  believed  that  recurrent  tumors  should  be  freely  extir- 
pated. Glandular  implication  was  not  a  bar  to  operation, 
since  the  gland  enlargement  might  be  due  to  simple  hyper- 
plasia, and  not  carcinomatous  degeneration.  Absence  of 
glandular  infection  did  not  prove  that  metastatic  deposits  had 
not  taken  place.  In  carcinoma  of  the  breast  the  mamma 
should  be  amputated,  the  skin  dissected  oft'  the  pectoral  mus- 
cle, the  tissues  seared  with  the  hot  iron,  the  axillary  space 
opened  and  enlarged  glands  searched  for  and  removed;  in 
fine,  the  operation  should  be  thoroughly  done. 

By  this  means  taking  cases  as  they  came  for  early  and  late 
operation  one  in  fifteen  had  been  cured,  and  mostly  better  re- 
sults might  be  anticipated  when  women  were  brought  to  be- 
lieve that  carcinoma  of  the  breast  was  curable  by  early  opera- 
tion. 

As  for  partial  operations  they  were  worthless  and  should  be 
discarded.  Death  frequently  occurred  after  operation  from 
bad  management  of  the  axillary  wound.  In  future  he  be- 
lieved that  the  mortality  should  not  reach  10  per  cent. 

In  conclusion  he  would  state  that  he  had  arrived  at  the  fol- 
lowing conclusions: 

1st.  Surgical  interference  tends  to  retard  the  progress  of  the 
disease. 

2d.  Local  reproduction  of  the  disease  does  not  militate 
against  permanent  recovery. 

3d.  After  three  years  the  patient  might  be  considered  safe 
from  general  and  local  reproduction  of  the  disease. 

4th.  The  risk  of  life  involved  by  the  operation  for  extirpa- 
tion is  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  benefits  resulting. 

5th.  Operation  should  be  done  early  and  thoroughly  after 
the  manner  prescribed. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  Drs.  Geo.  A.  Peters,  R.  F. 
"Weir,  Satterthwaite,  Sayre,  Darker,  Hamilton,  Willard  Par- 
ker, A.  C.  Post  and  Austin  Flint  took  part. 
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Dr.  Geo.  A.  Peters  said:  When  I  commenced  my  surgical 
experience  here  thirty  years  ago  we  were  taught  that  operation 
in  these  cases  hastened  rather  than  retarded  death. 

My  experience  has  been  in  harmony  with  that  of  Prof. 
Gross.  I  agree  with  him  entirely  in  all  the  deductions  he  has 
drawn.  I  recall  three  cases  of  carcinoma  of  the  breast,  in 
point.  The  first  I  operated  upon  18  years  ago,  removing  the 
mamma,  the  covering  of  the  pectoral  muscle,  and  the  infect- 
ed glands;  there  has  since  been  no  return  of  the  disease.  In 
the  second  and  third  cases,  operated  upon  over  10  years  ago, 
the  patients  have  since  enjoyed  good  health.  I  have  now  un- 
der my  care  a  lady  of  50,  who  was  operated  upon  six  years 
ago.  There  was  recurrence  near  the  cicatrix  and  I  operated 
again,  and  hope  to  add  her  to  my  successful  cases.  I  believe 
with  Dr.  Gross  in  careful  and  thorough  excision,  and  am  care- 
ful in  operating  not  to  break  up  the  tissues  by  handling  them 
too  freely. 

Dr.  R.  F.  Weir  said  he  had  been  surprised  at  the  mass  of 
statistics  presented  by  the  author  of  the  paper  in  so  short  a 
time.    It  was  truly  mnltum  in  parvo. 

Tliere  was  one  point,  viz.,  that  of  mortality.  He  had  been 
much  surprised  at  the  great  mortality  attendant  upon  opera- 
tion as  stated  by  Profl  Gross.  In  his  own  cases,  between  60 
and  70,  there  had  been  only  one  death  from  operation  since 
the  practice  of  Listerism,  In  doubtful  cases  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  cut  down  to  the  veins  and  see  them  before  enucle- 
ating the  glands. 

Then  as  to  absolute  curability,  even  with  the  improvements 
in  operating  suggested,  he  thought,  after  all,  the  greatest  hope 
was  to  J)rolong  life,  as  it  could  not  be  reasonably  expected  to 
effect  a  cure. 

He  cited  cases  met  with  in  his  own  practice  where,  after  im- 
munity from  the  disease  after  operation,  in  one  case  for  17 
years,  in  another  for  12  years,  the  trouble  again  recurred. 
While  these  cases  did  not  invalidate  Volkmann's  rule,  which 
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Prof.  Gross  had  also  adopted,  they  nevertheless  induced  him  to 
hesitate  before  pronouncing  against  recurrence. 

Another  point  was  as  to  the  method  of  operating.  He  un- 
derstood Dr.  Gross  to  claim  that  ablation  of  the  breast,  re- 
moval of  the  skin  and  underlying  tissues  over  the  pectoral 
muscles,  opening  of  the  axilliary  space,  etc.,  should  be  done 
in  every  instance.  He  did  not  think  this  was  done  as  a  rule, 
nor  did  he  regard  it  as  advisable  in  all  cases.  The  paper  was 
an  admirable  one,  and  he  had  listened  to  it  with  great  pleas- 
ure. 

Dr.  T.  E.  Satterthwaite  said  he  wished  only  in  this  connec- 
tion to  present  a  few  facts  drawn  from  the  study  of  86  cases 
of  carcinoma  of  the  breast  which  had  been  under  his  obser- 
vation during  the  last  ten  years.  In  June,  1880,  he  had  gath- 
ered a  complete  record  of  36  cases.  He  thought  the  profes* 
sion  owed  to  Dr.  Gross  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  his  study  of 
diseases  of  the  breast  and  his  efforts  to  inculcate  right  views  on 
this  subject. 

There  were  three  forms  of  cancer  attacking  the  breast,  scir- 
rhus,  encephaloid  and  colloid.  Of  these  the  first  variety  was 
most  frequent  and  most  easily  recognized.  (The  speaker  here 
gave  the  pathological  distinction  between  these  different  va- 
rieties of  cancer.)  He  then  continued:  He  recalled  two  case- 
of  encephaloid  in  which  he  had  removed  the  tumors  eight 
years  ago  and  the  patients  had  since  been  in  good  health.  In 
another  case  operated  upon  six  years  ago  there  had  been  no 
recurrence  of  the  disease. 

As  to  the  age  of  patients  with  cancer  of  the.  breast  he  had 
met  with  a  case  in  a  woman  of  27.  He  believed  Prof.  Gross 
stated  28  to  be  the  minimum  age  for  the  appearance  of  the  dis- 
ease. 

In  one-third  of  the  cases  he  had  seen  traumatism  had  been 
the  exciting  cause  As  to  the  mortality  of  operation  here  in 
New  York  it  was  only  3  per  cent. 

In  regard  to  cure  in  31  cases  he  had  observed,  three  were 
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permanently  cured,  or  a  little  less  than  ten  per  cent.  In 
these  cases  there  had  been  immunity  from  the  disease  for  ten, 
six  and  seven  years.  He  regarded  the  case  alluded  to  by  Dr. 
Weir  as  recurring  after  17  years  immunity  as  one  of  unusual 
retardation ;  the  whole  duration  of  the  case  had  been  25  years, 
while  the  average  duration  was  26  months.  As  to  early  oper- 
ation and  its  influence  on  longevity  he  had  not  yet  been  able 
to  solve  this  question.  In  the  cases  he  had  alluded  to  as 
cured  two  had  been  operated  upon  early,  the  other  after  five 
years.  He  believed  that  these  cases  whose  duration  was  so 
long  were  explicable  by  regarding  the  disease  as  originally 
benign.  It  was  desirable  in  his  opinion  to  operate  early  and 
as  often  as  recurrence  took  place. 

Dr.  Fordyce  Barker  said  that  there  was  one  point  in  connec- 
tijn  with  this  subject  that  had  been  suggested  to  him  by  his 
observation  in  such  cases,  which  he  had  never  seen  any  allu- 
sion to  in  books  or  otherwise,  and  that  was  as  to  the  influence 
of  age  on  the  probable  recurrence  of  the  disease.  He  had  no- 
ticed that  the  rule  was,  the  older  the  patient  the  longer  the  in- 
terval after  operation  before  recurrence,  and  the  converse  was 
true. 

Dr.  L.  A.  Sayre  said  that  he,  like  Dr.  Peters,  had  been 
taught  in  his  early  professional  life  that  cancer  of  the  breast 
was  like  corn,  the  more  you  hoed  round  it  the  faster  it  grew. 
For  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  however,  he  had  practiced 
extirpation,  and  after  operation  he  was  accustomed  to  do  as 
Atlee  had  advised,  namely,  give  his  patient  arsenic  continu- 
ously. By  this  method  he  had  had  cases  in  which  the  dis- 
ease had  not  recurred  for  twenty  years.  The  deductions  drawn 
by  the  author  of  the  paper  agreed  wuth  his  own  experience. 

Dr.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  in  response  to  a  call  from  the  chair 
said  that  the  pivotal  point  in  the  paper  read  by  Dr.  Gross  was 
in  the  question,  la  cancer  primarily  a  local  or  a  constitu- 
tional rrhdladyf    If  it  is  locaU  in  most  cases,  as  claimed  by 
the  essayist,  then  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  propriety 
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of  cutting  it  out  as  soon  as  possible,  and  before  the  constitu- 
tion has  become  affected. 

He  would  remind  Dr.  Gross  that  his  distinguished  father, 
in  a  paper  read  before  the  American  Medical  Association  in 
1855,  maintained  the  constitutional  origin  of  cancer  in  most 
cases;  indeed,  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was  constitu- 
tional in  forty-nine  cases  out  of  fifty;  and  he  ventured  a  pre- 
diction that  the  opinions  then  entertained  by  Sir  Everard 
Home,  Bennett,  Lisfranc  and  many  others,  that  cancer  was 
primarily  local,  would  not  be  sustained  by  future  observers. 
Dr.  Hamilton  agreed  fully  with  the  essayist  as  to  the- local 
character  of  cancer  at  the  period  of  its  origin;  but  he  was 
surprised  at  his  temerity  in  venturing  to  differ  with  his  father, 
whose  opinions  in  matters  of  surgery  had  properly  led  or 
greatly  influenced  the  opinions  of  American  surgeons  for  many 
years.  He  would  like  to  know  whether  his  father  had  changed 
his  views  on  the  subject. 

Dr.  Satterthwaite's  definition  of  cancer  was  rather  narrow, 
Dr.  Hamilton  thought,  including  only  scirrhuS,  encephaloid 
and  colloid.  He  had  omitted  epithelioma,  which  had  too  many 
points  in  common  with  the  other  forms  named  by  Dr.  Satter- 
thwaite  to  be  properly  excluded. 

The  cancer  was  inmost  cases  primarily  local,  there  could  be 
no  doubt.  When  Dr.  Satterthwaite  admits  that  tumors  origi- 
nally benign  may  become  malignant,  he  accepts  of  the  theory 
of  local  origin. 

There  are  also  many  other  proofs  of  the  correctness  of  the 
doctrines  held  by  the  essayist.  A  farmer  exposed  to  the  cold 
of  our  northen  winters,  suffered  every  winter  from  a  *^  crack" 
in  the  centre  of  his  lower  lip.  After  many  recurrences  of  this 
sort  he  came  to  Dr.  H.  with  a  permanent  and  excavating  ul- 
ceration of  the  lower  lip,  which  was  pronounced  epithelioma, 
and  excised.  Another  man  rests  his  pipe  upon  his  lip  at  one 
point  for  many  years;  the  skin  becomes  thickened  at  this 
point,  peels  off,  and  epithelioma  is  established;  or  he  carries  a 
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quid  of  tobacco  in  his  mouth  constantly  for  a  long  time,  resting 
always  at  the  same  point,  until  at  length  a  cancer  is  developed. 
Dr.  H.  had  seen  two  examples  of  this  kind.  Even  in  the  case 
of  scirrhus  of  the  breast  or  encephalom'a  of  the  uterus,  the  evi- 
dence is  in  general  scarcely  less  conclusive  that  they  are, 
in  most  cases,  of  local  and  not  constitutional  origin.  The 
disease  attacks  the  breast  and  uterus,  most  often  at  the 
period  of  life  when  their  functions  have  ceased,  and  they  are 
going  into  decay.  There  is  no  general  or  constitutional  de- 
cay; the  patient  may  be  hi  all  other  respects  as  well  as  usual^ 
but  these  organs  are  in  a  condition  to  develop  malignant 
disease,  and  they  do  so. 

The  results  of  his  own  experience  in  excisions  of  breasts  had 
fully  sustained  this  doctrine,  a  certain  proportion  having 
made  a  permanent  recovery. 

The  entire  breast  should  alwavs  be  removed:  and  in  case 
the  disease  has 'made  considerable  progress  its  atmosphere 
should  be  included;  and  in  cases  which  have  progressed 
farther  the  disease  may  be  followed  more  or  less  into  the 
neighboring  structures,  with  the  possibility  of  delaying  at 
least  its  fatal  progress. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Post  said  that  from  the  time  he  had  first  be- 
gun to  perform  surgical  operations  he  had  been  in  favor  of 
operating  early  and  following  it  up  by  other  operations  in 
cancer  of  the  breast.  His  attention  had  been  called  to  a  case 
in  which  recurrence  after  operation  took  place  nine  times  in 
ten  years,  and  the  patient  lived  ten  years  after  the  last  oper- 
ation in  good  health.  It  was  of  great  importance  to  operate 
before  the  lymphatics  were  involved,  for  partial  operation  af. 
ter  the  glands  were  involved  was  useless.  If  the  operation 
were  to  be  done  at  all  it  should  be  thoroughly  done.  In 
regard  to  the  question  suggested  by  Dr.  Barker,  Dr.  Post 
thought  that  he  had  seen  it  stated  in  print  that  cancer-like  tu- 
bercle is  of  slower  growth  in  mature  years. 

Dr.  Willard  Parker  said  that  he  had  been  greatly  surprised 
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at  the  vast  amount  of  labor  Dr.  Gross  had  taken  in  the  elab- 
oration of  his  work  on  tumors.  He  had  listened  to  the  pa- 
per just  read,  containing  such  a  wealth  of  statistics,  with 
pleasure.  His  own  conviction  was,  in  regard  to  tumors  of  the 
breast,  that  some  cases  should  be  let  alone,  while  others  de- 
manded operative  interference. 

With  respect  to  cure  he  thought  it  should  be  ascertained 
what  the  cause  of  the  cancer  was.  He  had  a  record  with  a 
pretty  full  account  of  four  or  five  hundred  casas.  He  related 
a  case  in  which  cancerous  degeneration  had  gone  on  for  a 
long  time,  until  the  breast  was  sloughing  and  emitted  a  nau- 
seating stench;  he  had  operated,  though  not  expecting  recov- 
ery ;  this,  however,  took  place.  He  had  seen  several  slough- 
ing cases  recover. 

The  great  question  is  as  to  whether  the  disease  is  hered- 
itary or  not ;  what  gave  rise  to  it  ?  It  is  never  a  primary 
disease ;  it  never  comes  from  a  physiological  state.  He 
believed  traumatism  to  be  the  exciting  cause,  but  what  cause 
antedated  that? 

Dr.  Castle  related  a  case  of  extirpation  of  the  breast  in 
which  *he  wound  healed  with  the  exception  of  a  spot  about 
the  size  of  a  nutmeg.  He  had  put  the  patient  on  arsenic, 
giving  doses  of  ten  to  fifteen  minims  of  Fowler's  solution  t. 
i.  d.,  producing  the  characteristic  poisonous  effects  of  the 
drug,  and  in  three  months  the  entire  wound  had  healed.  He 
believed  life  was  prolonged  by  operation  and  by  the  physio- 
logical action  of  arsenic. 

Dr.  Flint  remarked  that  he  recalled  a  patient  he  had  seen 
thirty  years  ago,  who  had  all  the  gross  appearance  of  scirrhus 
of  the  breast.  Operation  was  resorted  to,  and  the  woman 
lived  twenty  years  afterwards  with  no  recurrence  of  the  dis- 
ease. He  also  remembered  a  case  in  which  the  growth  re- 
turned twice  after  original  extirpation,  but  being  removed 
for  the  third  time  had  remained  since  then,  more  than  ten 
years,  in  good  health. 
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Dr.  Fordyce  Baker  said  that  until  a  few  years  ago  the  clas- 
sical opinion  had  been  against  operative  interference  in  these 
cases.  Yiews  had  now  changed,  and  there  was  a  possibility 
in  a  good  percentage  of  cases  to  prevent  recurrence  by  extir- 
pation. He  related  a  case  which  showed  that  under  the  most 
unfavorable  circumstances  the  disease  may  not  recur  after 
extirpation.  He  recalled  a  case  operated  upon  twenty-one 
years  ago,  and  the  patient  was  now  in  good  health.  He  was 
accustomed  always  to  use  arsenic  in  the  treatment  of  malig- 
nant disease. 

Dr.  Gross  closed  the  discussion,  after  which,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Austin  Flint,  seconded  by  L.  A.  Sayre,  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  tendered  Dr.  Gross.    The  academy  then  adjourned. 
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At  the  Charing-CroBS  Hospital  is  a  lad  aged  fifteen,  from 
whom  Mr.  Barwell  removed  a  kidney  on  Ma;^  5th,  and  who  is 
now  convalescent.  The  boy  had  been  under  observation  for 
about  a  year  with  pyelitis  and  retro-peritoneal  abscess.  An 
incision  was  made  about  ten  months  ago,  with  the  effect  of 
mitigating  the  symptoms.  The  wound  had  healed,  leaving 
only  a  sinus.  In  April,  by  sounding  through  this  passage, 
Mr.  Barwell  detected  a  stone.  Yet  although  the  lad  was  be- 
'  coming  very  anaemic,  with  irregular  hectic  temperature,  no 
consent  for  the  operation  could  be  obtained  until  the  above 
date,  when  lumbar  nephrectomy  was  performed.  Two  pecu- 
liarities rendered  the  removal  unusually  difficult,  viz.,  the  dense 
thick  cicatricial  tissue  and  the  proximity  of  the  rib  to  the 
ileum.  Mr.  Barwell  cut  through  the  tissues,  and  came  upon 
the  kidney  with  the  stone  impacted.  An  endeavor  to  extract 
this  latter  caused  copious  bleeding,  hence  the  operator  rapidly 
inucleated  the  gland,  and  passed  a  ligature  round  the  pedicle 
en  masse.    Since  want  of  room  forbade  removing  the  kidney 
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entire,  it  was  divided  and  extracted  in  two  parts.  The  operation 
was  thus  completed  very  quickly,  and  with  scarcely  any  loss 
of  blood.  Since  then  the  boy  h^s  been  going  on  uninterrup- 
tedly well,  his  temperature  becoming  normal  and  regular,  the 
wound  being  now  nearly  healed.  This  is,  we  believe,  the 
second  successful  case  of  removal  of  the  kidney  for  stone. 
— Lcmcet, 


atkes. 


DiSHASBS  OF  THE  BLADDER  AND  Prostatb  Qland.    Bj  Walter  O.  Coal- 
son,  F.  R.  C.  S.    Wm.  Wood  &  Go's  Series. 

This  book  is  the  July  volume  of  Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Authors, 
and  the  sixth  edition  of  the  work.    Twenty-three  years  have  passed  since 
the  fifth  edition  was  published,  during  which  time  the  author  has  devoted 
almost  his  entire  attention  to  diseases  of  the  bladder  and  prostate  gland, 
and  hence  may  not  only  be  considered  an  authority  of  high  repute,  but 
also  one  whose  large  experience  peculiarly  fits  him  for  giving  to  the  med- 
ical profession  a  book  of  worth  and  reliability.    Tlie  opening  chapter  on 
the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  these  organs  is  very  comprehensive  and 
thorough,  discussing  all  the  questions  which  pertain  to  these  departments, 
such  as  function,  size,  shape,  composition,  relations  when  empty  and  when 
distended,  absorption  of  mucous  membrane,  the  nervous  supply,  mechan- 
ism by  which  urine  is  retained  in  the  bladder,  parts  concerned  in  normal 
micturition,  etc.,  etc.,  in  a  clear  and  intelligent  manner.    One  of  the  most 
interesting  and  important  of  the  subjects  in  this  chapter  is  that  of  the 
power  of  the  vesical  mucous  membrane  to  absorb  drugs.    It  is  pretty 
generally  admitted  that  all  mucous  surfaces,  as  well  as  the  skin,  possess 
the  power  to  drink  in  any  substance  that  may  be  applied  to  them  in  a  state 
capable  of  absorption.    And  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder  is  no 
exception  to  the  rule,  though  some  experimentalists  deny  this.    Yet,  not* 
withstanding  persons  of  high  position  in  the  profession  contend  it  has  no 
absorptive  powers,  practical  experience  has  too  frequently  demonstrat- 
ed the  passinfl:  of  drugs  Introduced  into  the  bladder  into  the  general  cir- 
culation,and  producing  constitutional  eiKects,to  make  medical  men  general- 
ly believe  otherwise.  At  least  until  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  prove  its 
incapability  of  absorption,  we  should  be  extremely  cautious  what  medi- 
cines, and  the  quantity  of  each  one,  are  injected  Into  the  organ.    Tumors 
and  fistula?  receive  considerable  consideration,  but  not  as  much  as  the' 
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subjects  demand.    Tlic   various  methods  of  examining  the  bladder  in 
connection  with  tnmors  are  explained,  and  particular  reference  is  made  to 
the  bi-manual,  or  rectal  and  abdominal,  mode.    There  is,  in  fact,  no  way 
in  which  so  correct  information  of  the  condition  of  this  organ  can  be  ob- 
tained, likewise  if  a  stone  exists,  or  tumor,  or  thickening  and  hypertro- 
phy of  its  walls,  as  by  introducing  one  hand  into  thei  rectnm  and  applying 
the  other  oyer  the  lower  abdominal  wall,  pressing  them  toward  each  other. 
There  is  sometimes  so  close  a  similarity  in  the  symptoms  of  stone  and 
cancer,  more  especially  in  those  of  pain  and  hemorrhage,  that  a  table  of 
differential  diagnosis  between  these  complaints  would  have  added  much 
of  interest  and  worth  to  the  chapter  on  <<  Tumors."    In  proposing  oper- 
ative measures  for  the  relief  of  vesico-vaginal  fistulsB,  nothing  new  is  of- 
fered, except  by  Lawson  Tait,  who  advises  in  extreme  cases  to  form  a 
urethral  tube  by  reflected  flaps  from  the  sides  of  the  vagina.  If  the  fistula 
involves  the  greateF  part  of  the  urethral  wall  behind,  a  much  easier  and 
surer  way  to  successful  treatment  is  to  make  the  opening  complete  by  di- 
viding the  remaining  portion,  as  in  complete  laceration  of  the  perineum, 
which  will  permit  the  operator  to  make  his  dissections  as  freely,  and  as 
accurately  adjust  the  abraded  surfaces,  as  he  can  in  the  operation  ior  the 
latter  condition.    Stone  in  the  bladder  is  more  fully  discussed  than  any 
other  subject.    Beginning  with  the  chemistry  of  urinary  concretions^ 
their  causes,  symptoms  and  diagnosis,  etc.,  are  taken  up  in  regular  or- 
der, and  under  this  head  contain  more  information  on  the  subject  than 
any  article  we  remember  of  ever  reading.    Especially  attractive  are  the 
chapters  on  ^^  Causes,"  and  ^^  Preventive  Treatment  of  Calculous  Dis- 
ease," as  they  advise  us  what  course  of  dietary  and  sanitary  rules  are 
necessary  to  be  followed  in  persons  prone  to  the  formation  of  urinary 
calculi,  as  well  as  opening  up  to  our  view  the  various  pathological  changes 
that  take  place  in  the  body  in  order  that  concretion  may  be  developed. 
Of  course  much  of  it  is  theory,  but  it  is  good  theory,  and  will  very  likely 
lead  to  a  truth  sooner  or  later.    There  is  a  very  marked  fault  in  the  work 
in  the  brief  and  hurried  way  in  which  diseases  of  the  prostate  gland  are 
spoken  of,  a  few  pages  only  being  devoted  to  their  discussion.    Abscess 
of  the  prostate,  of  which  we  know  so  little  and  desire  to  know  more,  is 
confined  to  two  pages,  and  from  the  tone  and  paucity  of  the  writings  it 
would  appear  as  though  another  person  than  the  author  of  this  volume 
put  the  subject  matter  together.    As  a  book  of  reference  for  every  day 
use  we  recommend  it.    Student  and  practitioner  alike  should  have  it. 

S.  B.  Parsons. 

HoMB  AND  Climatic  Treatment  of  Pulmonary  Consumption  on  thb 
Basis  of  Modern  Doctrines.  By  J.  Hllgard  Tindale,  M.  D.  New 
York. 

It  consists  of,  1st,  Pathology  of  Consumption;  2d,  Of  Treatment  in 

General;  3d,  Home  Treatment;  4th,  Climatic  Treatment;  5th,  General 
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Conditions— in  all  174  pages;  I2mo.  The  author  writes  weU,  and  is  con- 
versant with  the  sabject  treated.  He  claims  that  consumption  is  both 
hereditary  and  acquired,  and  cwtahU,  Each  individual  case  must  be  made 
a  separate  study.  Without  individualization  there  will  be  no  intelligent 
success.  All  the  usual  treatments  are  reviewed,  and  some  of  them  con- 
demned. Alcohol  is  to  be  given  in  the  form  of  wine.  Douches  are  rec- 
ommended. Inhalation  of  medicinal  powders  condemned.  Inhalation  of 
medicated  vapors  and  gases  of  doubtful  use.  Local  treatment  of  cavi- 
ties by  injecting  through  the  thoracic  walls  into  them,  using  a  hypodermic 
needle,  such  disinfectants  as  carbolic  acid  and  such  absorbents  as  iodine. 
Respirators  of  wire  to  be  constantly  worn  containing  a  sponge  saturated 
with  volatile  substances,  such  as  turpentine,  benzoin  or  thymol,  or  creo- 
sote, have  not  proven  satisfactory.  Intelligent  home  treatment  will  often 
do  better  than  expatriation ;  still  there  are  some  who  are  doomed  unless 
suitable  climatic  changes  are  made.  For  such  the  author  pictures  an 
ideal  climate  and  tells  where  its  nearest  approach  may  be  found.  For  the 
rest,  buy  the  book  of  Bermingham  &  Co.,  1260  Broadway,  New  York,  pub~ 
lishers. 

Diseases  of  Old  Age.    By  Charcot,  with  additions  by  Loomis.     Tfm. 
WooA  4b  Co.^  publishers. 

Two-thirds  of  this  volume  is  devoted  to  rheumatism  and  gout  in  the 
aged.  They  are  able  chapters,  and  are  written  as  Charcot  writes  every- 
thing— clearly  and  graphically.  The  remaining  chapters  are  by  Dr. 
Loomis,  and  pneumonia,  asthma,  fatty  heart,  cerebral  hemorrhage- 
cerebral  softening,  and  hypertrophy  of  the  prostate  gland  are  treated 
with  especial  reference  to  these  dlfflcalties  as  met  with  in  old  people. 
Several  excellent  plates,  showing  the  deformities  following  progressive  ar- 
ticular rheumatism,  are  produced  in  this  work.  Tophi,  and  tophiceous 
deposits,  associated  with  the  gouty  diathesis,  are  shown  in  the  illustra- 
tions upon  the  metacarpo-phalanged  articulations  and  upon  the  ear. 

J.  Martine  Kershaw. 

BOERIGKE  &  TaFBL'S  PHYSICIANS'  PRICK  CURRENT.      1882. 

This  veteran  house  is  fully  abreast  with  the  times,  and  with  its  many 
branches  In  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  Chicago 
and  San  Francisco,  has  a  strong  hold  upon  the  profession. 

Epilepsy:  Its  Relation  to  Crime.    By.  J.  Martine  Kershaw,  M.  D. 
Received  from  the  author. 

A  well- written  brochure  of  16  pages,  in  which  he  takes  the  ground  that 
'*  Criminal  responsibility  is  absent  in  epileptics.*'  Written  for  the  Mis- 
souri Institute  of  Homoeopath,  1881,  at  St.  Louis. 
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Thb  Past  and  Present  in  Mbdicink. 

An  address  by  Dr.  S.  H.  Talcott,  Sapt.  Mlddletown  Ilomceopathlc  In- 
sane Asylam,  before  the  New  York  State  Horn.  Med.  Society,  at  its  recent 
session  in  Albany.  One  of  the  best  and  most  stirring  we  have  ever 
read. 


AUat'%  firmver. 


Rbmovkd. — W.  A.  Smith,  M.  D.,  from  Evans,  Marshall  Co.,  111.,  to 
Wenona,  same  county.  Dr.  George  M,  Ockford,  from  Bnrl'.ngton,  Vt., 
to  Vincennes,  Ind. 

Watertown  Blessed.— Our  friend  Dr.  F.  R.  Hoermann,  only  six 
months  resident,  has  been  elected  Health  Officer,  over  the  combined  op- 
position of  the  other  side.  Bravo !  Another  St.  Louis  graduate  heard 
from. 

Kind  Words. — Your  "  Review,"  like  good  wine,  improves  with  age. 
Long  may  you  flourish  for  "  S.  S.  C."  I  rejoice  with  you  in  the  success 
of  the  past  college  year.  S.  R.  Bbbout,  Osceola,  Iowa. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  will  be  held  at  the  Plankinton  House,  in  the 
city  of  Milwaukee,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  May  24th  and  25th,  1882. 

A  HoMCEOPATHic  PHYSICIAN  WANTED— At  Meridian,  Miss. ;  for  partic- 
ulars address  T.  H.  Dickson,  Esq.  Favorable  openings  in  other  towns  of 
the  State,  also  in  many  parts  of  Texas  and  Alabama.  Homceopathy  is 
rapidly  gaining  ground  all  along  the  line.  Bobrickb  &  Tafel. 

April  U,  1882. 

The  twenty-seventh  annual  session  of  the  Illlnoln  HomoBopathic  Medi- 
cal Association  will  be  held  in  Chicago,  May  16th,  17th  and  18th,  1882. 
The  profession  is  earnestly  requested  to  attend  and  assist  in  making  it  a 

most  profitable  meeting. 

H.  M.  HoBART,  Secretary. 

The  Hahnemann  Association  of  low  a. —The  thirteenth  annual  ses- 
sion will  be  holden  at  Council  Bluffs,  on  May  Slst  and  June  Ist  and  2d^ 
The  Ogden  House  has  been  designated  as  the  associational  headquarters. 
A  stirring  appeal  to  the  faithful  is  found  in  the  circular-announcement 
sent  out  to  the  profttssion.    The  lowans  always  turn  out  well. 

«       -    Edward  A.  Guilbbrt,  Secretary. 
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Sidney,  Ohio,  April  1,  1882.— Dear  Doctor:  The  Eighteenth  Annual 
Session  of  the  Horocsopathic  Medical  Society  of  Ohio,  will  be  held  in  the 
city  of  Springfield,  May  0  and  10.  The  interest  manifested  in  this  meet" 
ing  is  more  than  ordinary ;  a  large  attendance  is  anticipated.  These  flat- 
tering prospects  should  induce  each  homcBopathic  physician  in  the  state 
to  strain  every  point  to  be  present.    We  owe  it  to  our  patrons,  to  the 

cause,  and  to  ourselves.    Fraternally, 

H.  E.  Bbbbk,  Secretary. 

Married.-— Griffin— Hitchcock— At  the  residence  of  the  bride's  parents 
in  Walnut  township,  by  Elder  Webb,  of  Oirard,  Dr.  U.  M.  GrifHn,  of 
Girard,  to  Miss  Grace  Hitchcock,  of  Hepler. 

The  above  occasion  was  one  that  will  long  be  remembered  as  a  most 
enjoyable  and  pleasant  affair.  Dr.  Griffin,  the  groom,  is  a  ph3'^8ician  well 
liked  by  all  who  have  had  occasion  for  his  professional  services,  a  young 
roan  of  unexceptionable  habits  and  character,  and  one  bound  to  win  his 
share  of  the  world's  laurels.  On  this  occasion  the  doctor  won  his  greatest 
laurel.  We  can  only  join  with  our  correspondent  In  wishing  them  a  most 
happy  and  successful  life. 

American  PiKDoLooicAL  Society. — ^The  next  annual  meeting  of  this 
flourishing  society  will  be  held  at  Indianapolis,  in  June,  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  American  Institute.  The  topics  for  discussion  will  be  Infantile 
Eczema,  Capillary  Bronchitis,  Diphtheritic  Croup,  and  Elementary  Infan- 
tile Foods. 

All  members  of  the  Society,  and  all  other  physicians  Interested  in  Psedol- 
ogyt  are  requested  to  be  present  and  invited  to  contribute  papers  on  one 
or  more  of  the  subjects  named.  Those  having  papers  will  please  send 
the  titles  to  the  undersigned  before  the  10th  of  May,  1882. 

W.  P.  Armstrong,  Sec. 

HoM(EOPATHic  College  Free  Dispensary  Report,  for  January,  Feb- 
ruary and  March,  1882 : 

Grand  total  at  last  report 17,924 

Cases  surgical 228 

*«     Gynecological 168 

'•     Eye  and  Ear 145 

"     Neurological 86 

"     General 1,608 

'    "  Total  to  Aprillst,  1882 20,104 

Dr.  Parsons,  Surgeon;  Dr.  CoUlsson,  Gynecologist;  Dr.  Campbell, 
Oculist  and  Aurlst;  Dr.  Kershaw,  Neurologist;  Dr.  U.  J.  Dionysius, 
Physician  in  charge  of  General  Clinics. 
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Carrying  ths  Elsctric  Light  Too  Far.— A  Vienna  doctor  has  in- 
vented a  *'*'  p;astro8cope,*'  by  which  he  can  put  an  electric  light  Into  the 
stomach  of  a  patient,  through  a  tube  down  the  throat,  and  examine  into 
that  organ  as  plainly  as  though  it  was  turned  wrong  side  out.  They  tried 
it  on  a  dyspeptic  lady  at  the  hospital  with  good  results.  It  seems  as 
though  this  was  carrying  the  thing  a  little  too  far.  It  will  get  so  no  or- 
gan of  the  human  body  will  be  safe  from  the  vulgar  gaze  of  doctors,  and 
then  the  world  will  be  too  well  posted.  With  this  new  instrument  a  doc- 
tor could  take  a  fellow  that  was  picking  h*!s  teeth  in  front  of  a  hotel  and 
run  it  down  him  and  show  that  he  had  not  had  a  square  meal  in  a  month. 
Not  any  electric  light  in  our  basement. 

A  Prizb  of  $100.— The  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia  just 
graduated  247  students.  Henry  C.  Lea  &  Son  &  Co.  gave  the  above  prize 
for  the  best  thesis,  to  our  friend,  8am*l  O.  L.  Potter,  of  Milwaukee.  Sub- 
ject :  Dyslalia.     Our  congratulations ! 

Triplkts. — ^AprilSd.  Was  called  to  see  Mrs.  F.  H.,  who  had  been 
married  five  and  one -half  months,  and  had  not  menstruated  since  she 
was  married. 

I  found  her  having  labor  paint  as  regular  as  if  she  was  at  fall  term. 

Upon  examination  1  discovered  the  os  uteri  dilated  so  as  to  admit  the 
point  of  the  finger.  I  went  to  my  office  (just  across  the  street),  returned 
in  half  an  hour  and  found  the  membranes  protruding,  which  raptured  in  a 
few  minutes. 

Discovered  the  presenting  head  of  a  foBtus,  which  came  forth  soon 
after.  The  placenta  followed  immediately,  and  two  other  little  ones  fol 
lowed  very  soon. 

The  first  one  did  not  move ;  last  two  were  seen  to  make  a  few  spas- 
modic movements  only.  Each  had  a  separate  chord  attached  to  the  pla- 
centa, forming  a  complete  triangle  in  their  attachment. 

All  three  males;  no  deformities;  same  size;  father  is  a  twin;  no  mul- 
tiples on  the  mother's  side. 

The  abortion  came  cm  without  any  known  cause,  and  differed  in  no 
way  from  a  natural  labor  at  term.    Lady  made  a  quick  recovery. 

W.  B.  Chambers,  M.  D.,  Robinson,  111. 

Ornxral  Sxcrktary's  Office  of  the  Western  Academy  of  Homoeop- 
athy, St.  Louis,  April  1, 1882.-— Dear  Doctor:  The  next  annual  session  of 
the  Western  Academy  of  Homoeopathy  will  be  held  at  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
June  SOth,  31st  and  22nd.  Gatherings  of  this  character,  by  a  public  in- 
terchange of  ideas  and  friendly  intercourse,  exert  a  marked  influence  on 
the  people  in  favor  of  the  system  of  medicine  we  represent,  and  you  are 
personally  urged  to  be  present  and  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings^ either  In  the  discussions  or  by  contributing  a  paper  on  some  live 
medical  subject.    If  yon  are  not  already  a  member,  you  should  Identify 
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yourself  with  this  representative  body  of  western  homcBopathlc  physi- 
cians. Application  for  admission  can  be  made  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Censors,  J.  Harts  Miller,  M.  D.,  Abingdon,  111.,  or  to  the  Gen- 
eral Secretary.  Annual  dues  98.00.  Non  membership  does  not  exclude 
you  from  presenting  a  paper. 

At  the  close  of  the  convention  there  will  be  an  excursion  for  members, 
their  families  and  friends  to  Colorado,  at  greatly  reduced  rates  for  the 
round  trip,  from  Kansas  City  to  Denver,  affording  an  opportunity  to  visit 
the  Rocky  Mountains  at  R.  B.  fares  hitherto  unattainable.  The  excursion 
bids  fair  to  be  a  most  delightful  one,  as  many  have  signified  their  inten- 
tion of  going.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  secure  special  rates  to  Kansas 
City  for  visiting  physicians,  of  which  due  notice  will  be  given  in  the  final 
circular.    All  communications  can  be  sent  to  the  (General  Secretary. 

In  behalf  of  the  President  and  Officers  of  the  Western  Academy  of 

Homoeopathy. 

C.  H.  Goodman,  M.  D.,  General  Secretary, 

2619  Fine  Street. 

Milk  Diet  in  Brioht's  Disbasb.— Since  we  know  not  at  present  any 
drug  that  possesses  therapeutic  value  to  any  marked  extent  in  this  terri- 
ble and  fatal  disease,  and  since  it  is  daily  making  sad  havoc  among  hu- 
man beings,  and  principally  among  that  class  who,  by  reason  of  their  val- 
uable public  labors,  are  particularly  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the 
world ;  therefore,  it  becomes  a  medical  question  of  paramount  interest 
that  we  should  discover  some  potent  method  of  combating  this  very  pre- 
valent disease.  Some  years  since  Carel  first  called  attention  to  the  treat- 
ment of  Bright^s  disease  by  the  use  of  a  milk  diet,  and  since  then  Duncan, 
as  well  as  many  other  prominent  physicians,  have  written  on  this  subject. 
We  have  ourselves  seen  some  remarkable  results  follow  this  treatment, 
while  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell  is  now  quite  an  enthusiast  on  this  subject. 
This  method  of  treating  a  formidable  disease  has  received  sufficient  dis- 
tinguished indorsement  to  recommend  it  seriously  to  our  notice.  We 
would,  therefore,  ask  all  physicians  who  read  this  article  to  try  this  meth- 
od of  treatment,  and  to  furnish  us  with  their  experience,  which  we  will 
publish.  The  milk  is  used  thoroughly  skimmed  and  entirely  freed  from 
butter.  To  procure  the  best  results,  it  has  been  advised  that  the  patient 
shall  restrict  himself  absolutely  to  milk,  and  continue  the  treatment  for  a 
long  time.  If  it  disagrees  with  the  stomach  (as  it  will  in  some  cases), 
Dr.  Mitchell  advises  that  the  patient  be  put  to  bed,  and  the  treatment 
commenced  with  tablespoonful  doses,  to  which  lime  water  is  added,  un- 
til the  stomach  tolerates  the  milk,  when  from  eight  to  ten  pints  daUy 
should  be  taken,  and  absolutely  nothing  else.  The  sanction  of  such  a 
distinguished  physician  as  Dr.  Mitchell  forces  us  to  seriously  consider 
the  merits  of  this  treatment,  and  we  trust  to  receive  the  experience  of  aU 
readers  of  this  journal  who  may  have  cases  of  Bright's  disease  to  treat. 


^f^ 
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[Translated  by  Boswell  D.  Valentine,  M.  D.,  Canton,  IlL,  from  the  Rev. 

Horn.  Beige.] 


Here  are  still  other  analogous  combiDations  given  by  M. 
Jousset,  in  his  Elements  ot  Practical  Medicine.  He  favora 
alternating  chind  and  sdbina  in  gout;  arsenic  and  nv>x  vom. 
in  hemorrhoidal  pains,  and  after  the  method  of  Eoux  (ot 
Cette)  in  asthma;  iodivm  and  spongia  in  goitre;  iolaod. 
and  coff.  in  the  obstinate  cough  of  measles;  mercMT.  sol.  and 
baryta  in  scarlatina  anginosa;  verat.  cupr.  and  a/rsen.  as  pro- 
phylactic agents  in  cholera;  hellad.  and  rhua^  in  erysipelas; 
iellad.  and  lacheais  in  the  beginning  of  quinsy,  with  mem- 
branous exudation,  the  same  as  china  and  cyan.  mer.  in  the 
putrid  form  of  diphtheria;  secale  and  china  in  dysentery; 
bell.  hJid  cina  in  whooping  cough;  arnica  alternated  some- 
times with  bell,  and  sometimes  with  opium  m  cerebral  hem- 
orrhage; bell,  and  cham^  in  many  painful  affections,  neural- 
gic or  others;  thuja  and  coccus  cacti  in  serious  forms  of  trifa- 
cial neuralgia;  bell,  or  nux  vom.,  alternately  with  sulph.  in 
glandular  angina;  graphites  alternated,  with  nux  vom.j or 
with  ignatia/    or  nux  vom.   in  alternation  sometimes  with 
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lachesia^  sometimes  with  china,  in  different  forms  of  dys- 
pepsia; nvoivom.  and  graphites^  ov  opium,  and  plumbum^  in 
nervous  vomitings;  calcarea  att.  and  phosph,  acid,  in  diar- 
rhea; opiumi  Siud plumbum  in  ileus;  niix  vom,.  and  aconite  or 
ipec^b.Tidbryon.  in  pulmonary  catarrh;  bryo,  SLiid  phosph., 
prescribed  by  J.  P.  Tessier  and  accepted  by  almost  all  his  dis- 
ciples in  the  treatment  of  pneumonia.  The  same  master 
(Tessier)  had  allowed  as  a  rule  of  treatment  in  phthisis  the 
prescription  of  iodium  and  sulph.,  in  alternation.  M.  Jous- 
set  finds  it  often  proper  in  hemoptysis  to  give  alternately  ipec 
and  milli  folium..  Certain  forms  of  phlegmon  calling,  ac- 
cording to  him,  for  the  alternation  of  silicea  and  lachesis. 
M.  Jousset  recommends  hepar  and  arsen,^  alternated  in  the 
furunculous  diathesis.  In  purulent  ophthalmia,  he  often  al- 
ternates bell,  and  mere,  corr.,  the  same  as  in  scrofulous  oph- 
thalmia, apis  and  ipec.  Mouremans  alternates  sarracenia 
and  arsen.  in  black  small-pox,  and  in  case  of  hemorrhage  he 
alternates  arsen.  with  rhus.  In  a  case  of  ascites.  Dr.  Louis 
de  Hysem,  of  Madrid,  was  found  to  insist  upon  the  use  of 
O/rsen.  and  apisy  alternated. 

We  might  multiply  indefinitely  examples  of  analogous 
combinations.  We  confine  ourselves  to  reproducing  here  the 
synthetical  formulas  which  Dr.  Espanet  has  enunciated  in  re- 
lation to  inflammation. 

"  The  uselessness  of  aconite  in  nearly  all  local  inflamma- 
tions, when  it  is  the  principal  medicine  in  the  inflammatory 
condition,  inspires  us  with  the  desire  to  make  contradictory 
statements. 

Merc.  sol.  is  the  medicine  which  has  shown  itself  the  most 
homoeopathic  to  the  generality  of  inflarainations,  to  erethic 
hypersemia,  to  congestion,  to  sanguineous  stasis,  to  the  phe- 
nomena of  the  different  terminations  of  inflammation,  par- 
ticularly when  it  is  associated  by  alternation  with  medicines 
adapted  to  the  form  of  the  affection,  and  its  location,  accord- 
ing to  their  electivity." 
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'^ThviB  bell,  and  mere,  in  inflammation  of  the  ganglions^ 
lymphatic  vessels,  glandular  organs,  parenchymatous  organs, 
mucous  membranes,  skin,  cellular  tissues,  cartilages  and 
bones." 

'^  Bryon  andm^re?.  in  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  and  serous 
membranes." 

^^  Arnica  and  mere,  in  inflammation  of  the  muscles." 

"  PuU  and  inerc.  in  inflammation  of  the  veins,  in  vorices." 

"  Rhus  and  m,ero.  in  inflammation  of  the  white  tissues,  and 
m  some  inflammations  of  the  skin  and  serous  membranes  with 
production  of  serosity." 

^^  Ga^th  and  mere,  in  inflammation  of  the  serous  membranes 
at  the  period  of  effusion." 

^'  Chroaib  inflammations  on  their  part  have  allowed  us  to 
prove  the  efficacy  of  suVph.  and  vmto.^  alternated  in  indura- 
tion, and  all  times  when  the  inflammation  lingers  and  when 
the  termination  is  too  much  delayed." 

Dr.  Espanet  writes,  further  on: 

^' AlternatioQ,  like  the  succession  of  medicines  and  the 
change  of  dilutions,  is  based  upon  this  double  principle, 
that  the  organism,  habituated  to  the  action  of  one  medicine, 
or  o^a  single  one  of  its  attenuations,  loses  its  impressibility; 
and  that  different  dilutions  of  the  same  medicine,  or  new 
medicines  and  always  homoeopathic  ones,  be  supplied  and 
complete  each  other  mutually.  The  process  of  alternation, 
independently  of  the  principle  upon  which  it  reposes  with 
others,  is  also  founded  upon  the  homoeopathic  insufficiency  of 
a  single  medicine. 

"  1st.  In  diseases  whose  symptoms  are  not  perfectly  cov- 
ered by  any  one  medicine,  cholera,  for  example. 

^*2d.  In  cases    where  a  latent  malady  or  hidden  lesion 
and  a  special  cause  are  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

*'  3d.  When  it  is  proper  to  treat  at  the  same  time  the  gen- 
eral condition  and  the  lesion.  For  example,  in  certain  forms 
of  hysteria,  Hahnemann  himself  advises  it  in  the  treatment  of 
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of  chronic  diseases.  The  alternation  of  medicines  is  con- 
founded here  with  the  practice  of  intercarrence  and  of  intei"- 
calation.  {Essai  sur  les  dose  en  homoeopathic^  voir  Bull,  de 
la  soc  Med.  horn,  de  France,  onii,  ^29.y^ 

The  opinion  of  Dr.  Vauden  Neucker,  our  countryman,  is 
not  less  explicit : 

^'  Disease  being  an  enemy  to  combat,  is  it  not  rational  to 
admit  that  one  will  conquer  it  more  surely,  and  will  succeed 
pernfanently,  if  he  seizes  it  on  every  point  where  it  can  offer 
resistance  ?  It  will  be  objected  that  different  remedies,  ad- 
ministered at  such  short  intervals,  may  neutralize  partly  their 
respective  effects,  which  have  not  time  to  be  produced. 

''  I  reply,  on  the  strength  of  daily  observation,  that  the 
remedies  act  with  instantaneous  promptitude  when  their  ap- 
plication is  perfect,  and  that  in  these  conditions  no  agent  is 
Able  to  neutralize  their  effects. 

"  Conclusions: 

Conclusions. — "  1st.  To  employ  two  remedies  alternately; 
every  time  that  a  single  remedy  does  not  C4»ver  entirely  the 
morbid  symptoms,  particularly  if  this  single  remedy  seems 
t-o  disagree  with  the  temperament  of  the  patient  and  in  ur- 
gent cases.  • 

2d.  To  choose  the  remedies  for  alternation  amongst  those 
which  agree  as  much  as  possible  with  the  disease  as  well  as 
with  the  patient. 

3d.  To  avoid  the  simultaneous  and  alternative  use  of 
medicines  antidotal  to  each  other;  however  as  medicines 
never  neutralize  each  other  in  all  their  effects,  one  may  some 
times  employ  concurrently  antidotes,  provided  the  morbid 
effects  to  be  covered  are  covered  by  those  medicinal  effects 
which  are  not  similar  in  the  two  remedies. 

4th.  To  follow  still  the  method  of  alternation  every  time 
that,  for  reasons  of  economy  or  otlier  considerations,  one  is 
anxious  to  abridge  as  much  as  possible  the  treatment  always 
long,  as  in  chronic  diseases  in  general;  in  these  cases  the  al- 
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ternations  ought  to  be  made  only  at  sufficiently  long  intervals^ 
perhaps  of  several  hours  or  one  or  two  days,  or  even  several 
weeks." 

The  retrospective  review  that  we  have  just  sketched,  in  its- 
grand  outlines,  and  in  neglecting  many  secondary  documents,, 
had  for  its  principal  object  to  demonstrate  that  in  homoeo- 
pathic tradition  itself  are  found  arms  powerful  in  support 
of  our  proposition.   This  preliminary  object  we  think  wehava 

obtained. 

Proposition. 

But  it  is  time  to  unfold  our  proposition  and  present  the^ 
proofs. 

The  ideal  of  practice  in  homoeopathy  would  be  to  find  for 
each  particular  case  of  disease  a  single  remedy,  strictly  and 
completely  homoeopathic,  that  is  to  say  a  remedy  whose  pa- 
thogenetic symptoms  comprehend  the  totality  of  the  morbid 
symptoms,  actual  and  antecedent,  personal  and  hereditary^ 
objective  and  subjective. 

The  search  for  this  ideal  is  unhappily  bristling  with  diffi- 
culties. The  conducting  thread  fails  often  to  guide  us  in  the 
inextricable  maze  of  pathogeneses.  It  may  also  be  said  that 
cases  where  the  precise  indication  of  a  medicine  shows  itself 
plainly  to  the  eyes  of  the  practitioner  are  exceptional  cases- 
Most  frequently,  several  remedies  present  themselves  to  the 
attention  and  contend  for  the  preference.  Who  is  the  physi- 
cian who  has  not  found  himself  in  such  perplexity?  A  per- 
plexity which  becomes  anguish,  when  the  disease  is  a  serious 
one,  or  the  life  of  a  head  of  a  family  is  at  stake,  and  when 
there  is  not  time  to  verify  minutely,  with  book  in  hand,  the 
agreement  of  the  morbid  symptoms  with  the  pathogenetic 
phenomena.  No  human  memory,  however  perfect  it  may  be^ 
can  indeed  pretend  to  the  entire  knowledge  of  the  materia 
medica. 

Hence  in  particular  has  come  the  idea  of  the  alternation  of 
medicines. 
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We  are  the  first  to  recognize  in  a  theoretic  point  of  view 
the  altern£^tion  of  medicines  seems  little  reconcilable  with 
the  principles  of  homoeopathy,  and  notably  with  the  apho- 
risms written  by  its  illustrious  founder:  a  single  therapeutic 
law,  a  single  method  of  studying  remedies,  a  single  medicine 
for  each  disease.  As  we  say  in  our  introduction,  these  ideas, 
of  a  seductive  simplicity,  are  no  longer  admitted  in  all  their 
parts  at  this  day. 

We  understand  however  that  one  might  make  under  the 
relation  of  pure  theory  considerable  reserve  on  this  delicate 
point,  but  we  doubt  a  little  that  the  progress  of  therapeutics 
will  ever  bring  us,  exclusively  and  definitely,  to  that  marvel- 
.ous  and  in  appearance  at  least  much  more  logical  simplicity 
the  administration  of  a  single  remedy.  However,  as  long  as 
we  have  not  arrived  at  this  ideal  and  perhaps  irrealizable  per- 
fection of  method,  we  consider  it  advantageous,  in  ordinary 
practice,  in  a  clinical  point  of  view,  to  habitually  alternate 
remedies,  two  by  two,  three  at  a  time,  or  even  four  in  succes- 
sion, when  two  or  three  medicines  do  not  suffice  to  cover  all 
the  symptoms,  and  do  not  answer  to  all  the  profound  or  occa- 
sional causes  of  the  disease.  For  example,  an  acute  pleurisy 
presents  itself  in  an  emphysematous  subject  who  has  suffered 
hemorrhoidal  accidents:  a(?om^«  will  be  alternated  with  bry- 
onia  and  arsenic^  and  when  the  acute  symptoms  shall  have 
been  quieted,  we  believe  that  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  pronapt 
and  durable  cure  bryonia  ought  to  be  given  the  first  day, 
arsenic  the  second  day,  nux  vom.  the  third,  and  perhaps 
sulphur  the  fourth  day.  Not  only  the  restoration  of  the  pa- 
tient will  be  more  prompt,  but  the  confessions  escaped  from 
certain  practitioners  that  we  cite  in  the  course  of  this  work, 
And  our  own  experience,  bring  us  to  believe  that  in  a  great 
number  of  analogous  cases  the  complete  cure  can  be  obtained 
only  on  condition  that  remedies  be  alternated.  In  reality  a 
great  number  of  practicing  physicians  make  the  alternation 
as  M.  Jourdain  makes  prose,  without  showing  it.    If  they, 
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consnlted  their  notes,  they  would  perceive  that  in  chronic 
diseaBes  especially,  where  one  has  better  opportunity  of 
waiting  and  observing,  there  frequently  happens  this:  After 
a  first  medicine  there  are  seen  to  supervene  indications  for  a 
second;  as  soon  as  this  has  acted  during  a  time  more  or 
less  long,  there  reappear  indications  of  the  first  one,  and  so 
on  until  from  one  to  the  other  the  cure  is  reached.  We 
are  convinced  that  such  facts  present  themselves  sometimes 
in  the  use  of  three  and  even  four  medicines. 

Before  developing  completely  our  theoretical  views  upon 
this  question,  we  prefer  to  approach  the  practical  examina- 
tion of  it,  that  is  to  say  to  bring  clinical  proofs  in  support  of 
the  method  that  we  extol.  Cure  of  a  serious  case  of  epilepsy 
by  bella  200,  and  cupr.  30,  alternately. 

^r.  R.,  aged  nineteen  years,  was  attacked  with  epilepsy 
three  years  ago;  the  paroxysms  return  about  every  three 
weeks,  and  last  generally  three  or  four  hours.  After  the  his- 
tory given  me  by  the  father  of  the  patient,  who  accompanied 
his  son  in  the  consultation,  there  are  present  all  the  signs 
characteristic  of  epelipsy,  besides  I  find  several  cicatrices  upon 
his  tongue  which  leave  me  no  longer  in  doubt;  and  further 
the  disease  has.  been  confirmed  at  several  attacks  by  other 
physicians.  Yery  often  B.  was  seized  by  his  disease  in  the 
street,  and  was  then  taken  by  the  police,  who  had  him  carried 
to  the  hospital.  Frequently  also  his  parents,  not  seeing 
their  son  return  at  the  usual  hour,  used  to  go  and  find  and 
bring  him  from  the  hospital,  St.  Jean  or  St.  Pierre.  He  has 
been  submitted  to  all  the  treatment  that  allopathy  prescribes 
in  such  circumstances:  bromide  of  jpotdssium,  zinCj  etc.  Nev- 
er having  seen  the  young  man  in  his  paroxysms,  and  no't  be- 
ing able  to  appreciate  what  special  signs  they  presented  for 
the  choice  of  the  remedy,  I  prescribed  alternately:  Ist,  3rd 
and  5th,  ignatia  6th,  one  drop;  2d,  4th  and  6th  catist.  30th. 
No  particular  regimen. 

Twenty-iive  days  afterwards  the  patient  returned  to  me. 
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He  had  had  his  seizure  fifteen  days  after  his  first  visit,  ign. 
30th  and  caust,  30th  in  the  same  manner. 

At  the  following  visit  JR..  told  me  that  he  had  had  his  fit 
again,  hyosc.  6th  and  zinc  30th,  same  way. 

Same  failure:  hyosc,  30th  and  sine  200th.  The  paroxysm 
returned  as  before:  bellad.  200th  and  cupr.  30th.  I  gave  the 
200,  dilution  of  ielladonna^  because  the  patient  having  for- 
merly taken  this  remedy  in  allopathic  doses,  I  preferred  to 
administer  at  first  a  high  dilution. 

The  twenty-fifth  day  the  patient  came  with  beaming 
countenance;  he  had  not  had  an  attack  for  thirty-two  days. 
Same  prescription. 

No  paroxysms.  It  was  at  the  end  of  July,  and  the  last  one 
dated  from  the  end  of  May. 

The  patient  came  to  see  me  regularly  about  every  four 
weeks,  and  I  renewed  each  time  his  prescription,and  for  more 
than  a  year  he  has  experienced  nothing  more.  His  health  is 
considerably  improved;  he  was  thin,  enervated;  his  look  fix- 
ed, a  little  haggard,  and  he  had  in  a  word  the  fades  epilejptica\ 
all  this  has  disappeared.  For  more  than  a  month  I  have 
ceased  all  treatment  and  the  disease  has  not  reappeared. 

This  history  is  remarkable,  not  exactly  on  account  of  the 
cure,  for  we  count  in  our  annals  numerous  examples  of  epi- 
lepsy cured  by  the  infinitesimals,  but  for  the  manner  in  which 
the  therapeutics  were  instituted.  Is  the  cure  due  to  a  single 
one  of  the  two  remedies?  or  rather  to  the  combined  action  of 
both  of  them?  In  the  first  case  it  is  evident  that  the  second 
remedy  has  not  at  all  hindered  the  action  of  the  first.  If  it 
is  the  united  influence  of  the  two  remedies  which  has  been 
favorable,  this  cure  would  come  to  the  support  of  the  opinion 
of  those  who  are  like  me,  partisans  in  a  very  large  number 
of  cases  of  the  alternation  of  medicines. 
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HOMOSOPATHT  AHEAD.^DH,  EVEBETT8  FINAL  BEPOBT  OJV 
THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  COUNTY  POOR-HOUSE. 
A  VSBY  FAVORABLE  SHOWING  FOB  HOMiEO- 
PATHIC  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE- 
CHEAPEST  AND  BEST 


Dr.  Ambrose  S.  Everett,  who  has  been  county  physician  for 
the  past  year,  yesterday  made  his  retiring  report  to  the  Board 
of  Connty  Commissioners,  the  Board  having  decided  to 
change  the  school  of  medicine  to  allopathy.  The  report  is 
very  favorable  to  the  homoeopaths.  It  is  shown  that  the  death 
rate  has  not  only  been  decreased  fifty  per  cent.,  but  the  cost 
of  the  operating  expenses  has  also  been  greatly  diminished. 
The  following  is  the  report  in  full: 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  Ar- 
apahoe County: 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  your 
honorably  body,  in  addition  to  my  regular  monthly  commu- 
nication, a  summary  of  the  twelve  reports  submitted  by  me, 
covering  the  official  year  ending  March  31,  1882,  and  have 
carefully  compared  the  same  with  a  similar  summary  for  the 
year  ending  March  31,  1881. 

1881.  1880. 

Namber  of  patients  on  hand  April  1 82  49 

Namber  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year 926  711 

Number  of  patients  discharged  daring  the  year 858  597 

Namber  of  patients  born  during  the  year 13  10 

Namber  of  patients  died  during  the  year 74  91 

Namber  of  patients  remaining  March  81 89  82 

Average  dally  attendance  at  hospital 79.4  67 

Number  of  jail  and  outside  patients 387  212 

Total  number  of  cases  treated 1,868  982 

Cost  of  drugs  and  surgical  supplies ^1,001  25  ^1,747  27 

Salary  of  druggist ^ 600  00 

Cost  of  prescriptions  for  Outside  patients .   316  90 

Total  cost  of  drugs,  surreal  supplies  and  salary  of 

•    druggist • «1,001  25  ^2,664  17 

Cost  per  patient 73  2  17 

Mortollty  rate 07.9  p.c.    13.2  p.c. 
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This  summary  includes  all  the  expenses  of  the  medical 
department,  except  the  salaries  of  nurses  and  physicians. 
The  data  from  which  the  amount  paid  to  nurses  was  to  be 
obtained  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1881,  are  filed  away 
in  tlxe  archives  of  the  county  clerk,  and  to  obtain  them  would 
involve  more  time  and  labor  than  either  the  county  clerk  or 
myself  had  to  spare.  As  the  number  of  nurses  and  the  sala- 
ries were  about  the  same,  this  item  would  not  materially  af- 
fect the  comparative  result.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  left  out  of  both 
years,  it  can  work  no  hardship  to  either  management. 

From  the  preceding  summary  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cost 
of  the  medical  and  surgical  supplies  during  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1882,  was  $1,001.25.  From  this  amount  must  be 
deducted  the  price  of  the  supplies  on  hand,  and  for  which  we 
have  the  receipt  of  the  chairman  of  your  honorable  Board,  as 
will  be  seen  by  voucher  "A,"  accompanying  this  report, 
amounting  to  $244.53,  leaving  a  net  of  $756.72  as  the  cost  of 
these  items  for  the  entire  year.  If  to  this  we  add  the  salaries 
of  the  physicians  ($2,200)  there  will  be  a  total  of  $2,956.72— 
a  sum  $43.28  less  than  the  contract  price  for  which  you  have 
let  the  hospital  for  the  ensuing  year.  If  you  had  retained 
the  homoBopathic  management  in  the  hospital  it  could  have 
been  run  during  the  coming  year  (taking  the  past  as  a  basis) 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $2,700,  thus  saving  to  the  county 
over  your  present  arrangement  the  sum  of  $300.  This  sum 
is  certainly  larg.e  enough  to  merit  some  consideration  at  your 
hands.  It  will  also  be  seen  that  the  cost  of  the  medical  and 
surgical  supplies  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1881,  was 
$2,664.17.  Adding  to  this  the  salaries  of  the  physicians  for 
that  period  ($2,500)  you  have  as  the  total  cost  for  that  year 
the  sum  of  $5,164.17.  If  from  this  amount  you  deduct 
$2,956.72  (the  cost  for  these  same  items  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1882)  you  have  a  saving  of  $2,^07.45.  This  sum 
however,  does  not  show  the  full  saving,  for,  during  the  year 
just  past,  there  was  an  increase  of  376  in  the  number  of  cases 
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treated.  It  cost  the  county  during  the  year  ending  March 
31,  1881,  the  sum  of  $27  for  each  patient.  If  during  this 
year  there  had  been- 1,168  patients,  as  there  were  during  the 
one  with  which  it  is  compared,  the  total  cost  to  the  county, 
including  the  physicians'  salaries,  would  have  been  $6,180.18 
instead  of  $5,164.17.  The  real  saving  then  is  obtained  by 
deducting  the  cost  during  the  year  just  past,  $2,956.92  from 
$6,180.18,  the  amount  it  would  have  cost  had  the  number  of 
patients  been  equal  during  both  years.  Figuring  upon  this 
basis,  which  is  the  only  just  and  proper  one  from  which  to 
calculate,  the  saving  in  favor  of  the  year  just  closed  amounts 
to  $3,223.46. 

When  we  took  charge  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
county  it  will  be  remembered  that  we  only  claimed  to  be  able 
to  reduce  the  expenses  $1,000  or  $1,200.  From  the  amount 
saved  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  done  nearly  three  times 
better  than  we  claimed  to  be  able  to  do.  It  will  be  seen  also 
that  the  death  rate  has  been  reduced  nearly  fifty  per  cent.  It 
is  very  gratifying  to  us  that  we  have  been  enabled  to  place 
upon  record  and  carry  down  into  history  results  so  far  in 
advance  of  our  highest  anticipations.  It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  also  to  congratulate  your  honorable  body,  and  espe- 
cially those  members  of  it  who  favored  the  introduction  of 
homoeopathy  in  the  county  institutions,  upon  these  results.* 

In  behalf  of  the  homoeopathic  world  I  thank  you  for  the 
fair-mindedness,  the  manly  courage  and  liberal  spirit  which 
prompted  you  to  afford  homoeopathy  the  opportunity  to  make 
these  results.  The  influence?  of  homoeopathy  upon  the  county 
institutions  will  be  indirectly  felt  for  years  to  come.  The 
results  which  it  obtained  have  already  enabled  you  to  contract 
with  the  old  school  for  the  management  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  county  at  a  price  fifty  per  cent,  less  than  you 
ever  would  have  been,  able  to  do  if  the  change  from  the  old 
school  to  homoeopathy  had  never  been  made.  As  this  report 
closes  my  official  connection  with  your  honorable  body,  I  hope 
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I  may  be  permitted  to  make  the  following  recommendation  : 
I  turned  over  to  your  honorable  Board  medical  and  surgical 
supplies  to  the  value  of  $244.53.  These  supplies  stowed  away 
in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  County  Poor  will  do 
noone  any  good,  and  will  constantly  deteriorate  in  value.  I  de- 
sire, therefore,  to  recommend  to  your  honorable  Board  that 
with  these  supplies  a  free  dispensary  for  t^e  outside  poor  be 
established,  and  its  management  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
homceopathic  physicians  of  Denver.  In  conclusion  permit 
me  to  thank  you  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  I  have  received 
at  your  hands,  and  for  the  confidence  you  have -reposed  in  me 
as  a  county  officer.  Ambrose  S.  Everett,  M.  D., 

County  Physician. 


SPONGE  GBAFTmO. 


In  the  Edinhwrgh  Medical  Journal^  November,  is  an  ar- 
ticle by  Dr.  D.  J.  Hamilton,  Pathologist  of  the  Koyal 
Infirmary,  showing  how  sponge  may  be  planted  in  large  and 
deep  ulcers,  and  in  operation  wounds,  and,  remaining  there 
effect  "  a  process  of  healing  up."  The  sponge  becomes  "  vas- 
cular," is  surrounded  and  interlaced  by  organizing  tissues^ 
and  ultimately  disappears  by  absorption.  The  manner  in 
which  the  sponge  is  to  be  maintained  in  an  aseptic  state? 
nd  the  character  of  the  wounds  in  which  sponge-grafting, 
will  be  advantageous,  particularly  when  contraction  in  heal- 
ing is  to  be  avoided,  are  set  forth  in  the  admirable  paper  of 
Dr.  Hamilton. — Pro.  Med.  So.,  King^s  Co.,  N.  Y. 
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REPORTED   BY   W.    B.    MORGAN. 

The  paper  of  the   evening  was  presented   by  Dr.  De 
Cailhol,  on 

DIAGNOSIS. 


BY  £.    A.    DE   CAILHOL,    M.D.,    ST.    LOUIS,    MO. 


\_K  Paper  read  before  the  Society  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians  and  Sar< 

geons  of  St.  Louis. 


I  have  read  lately  that  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  New  York  has  concluded  to  amend  some  articles  of  its 
<x>de  of  ethics,  particularly  in  regard  to  <^  consultation." 

It  would  appear  that  in  the  future,  brother  practitioners 
of  the  different  schools,  meaning,  I  think,^  regulars  and 
irregulars  (  !)  will  be  allowed  to  consult  together  at  the  bed- 
side of  a  patient. 

Well,  as  a  progressive  man  I  sincerely  applaud  that  sign 
of  progress  and  tolerance,  as  tending  to  erase  the  odium  that 
so  unjustly  exists,  to-day,  and  which  is  highly  disrespectful 
to  so-called  "irregular"  physicians,  who  are,  however,  no  less 
honest  and  no  less  capable  than  the  '^  regulars."  But  how 
is  this  new  state  of  things  to  work,  with  the  present  fanati- 
cism, jealousy,  and  self-esteem  unfortunately  existing  among 
practitioners  ? 

Here  is  what  puzzles  me.  For  I  know  too  well  how  dif- 
ficult it  would  be  to  arrive  at  an  understanding  between  two 
doctors  of  the  rival  schools,  on  account  of  their  directly 
opposite  treatment. 

In  my  humble  opinion,  the  afore-mentioned  resolution  of 
the  New  York  Medical  Society,  besides  the  already  quoted 
benefit,  namely,  the  fusion  of  the  two  rival  schools  may  only 


94  The  St.  Louis  Clinivdl  Review. 

possibly  have  another  one,  viz :  the  more  precise  diagnosis 
OF  DISEASES,  which  is  important  before  commencing  a  treat- 
ment ;  for,  as  I  have  often  seen,  if  by  a  lack  of  medical  in- 
struction a  practitioner,  whatever  school  he  belongs  to  is 
mistaken  in  the  diagnosis. 

To  show  its  serious  impoitance,  I  will  illustrate  that  fact 
by  the  narration  of  three  very  interesting  cases  that  I  have 
had  in  my  practice ;  showing,  also,  how  sometimes,  even 
amongst  those  reported  to  be  scientific  physicians,  the  true 
diagnosis  of  a  disease  is  difficult  to  obtain,  and  hence,  as  a 
consequence,  its  improper  treatment,  without  speaking  of 
their  divergence  of  opinion,  arising  from  self-estimation  of 
talent,  which  unavoidable  result  is  the  death  of  the  patient. 

Case  No.  1. 

In  July,  1.881,  I  had  in  treatment  ^  male  child,  6  months 
old.  The  child  was  raised  with  the  bottle  ;  he  was,  before, 
looking  splendid  and  healthy.  Suddenly  he  commenced  to 
cry,  vomited,  had  fever,  refused  the  bottle,  and  was  fidgetty. 
Nothing  except  anodynes  could  give  him  rest.  Sometimes  he 
had  diarrhoea,  with  bloody  or  slimy  stools,,  and  sometimes  he 
was  constipated.  After  having  tried  every  treatment  indi- 
cated by  the  symptoms,  and  being  at  a  loss  because,  honestly, 
I  did  not  know  what  was  the  matter  with  him,  I  concluded  to 
call  a  colleague  in  consultation.  That  colleague  was,  what 
he  emphatically  called  himself,  a  regular. 

After  having  exammed  the  child  with  great  attention, 
and  listened  to  the  history  of  the  case,  he  diagnosed  cholera 
infantum.  I  have  suspected  him  to  diagnose  so  on  account 
of  the  heat  of  that  day,  and  also  from  the  great  many  in- 
fants he  had  then  in  treatment  affected  with  summer  com- 
plaint. The  child  objecting  already  to  take  homoeopathic 
medicines  because  his  sufferings  made  him  cross,  gave,  after- 
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wards,  much  trouble  to  take  disgusting  allopathic  ones  ;  but 
the  family  wishing  to  try  them,  I  followed  the  instructions 
of  my  colleague. 

No  benefit  resulted  from  it.  A  few  days  after  I  called 
another  physician  in  consultation.  This  one  laughed  at  all 
our  mistakes,  and,  with  perfect  self-assurance,  diagnosed 
enteritis.  We  commenced  the  new  treatment,  but  two  days 
after,  the  sinking  child  finally  died. 

I  had  the  privilege  of  -making  the  autopsy.  Every  in- 
ternal organ  appeared  to  be  normal  except  the  stomach,  which 
internal  membrane  was  much  inflamed  and  ulcerated.  What 
was  the  cause  of  it?  Nothing  but  a  child's  plajrthing !  I 
found  a  common  marble  in  his  stomach.  To  explain  the 
presence  of  this  foreign  body  in  that  viscera,  the  pi'obabili- 
ties  are  that  the  nurse,  who  always  carried  the  child  among 
her  little  brothers  to  play  with,  and  one  of  them  had,  per- 
haps, given  that  marble  to  the  infant,  and,  be  had  put  it  in 
his  mouth  and  swallowed  it. 


Case  No.  2. 

F.  S ,  a  Frenchman,  aged  60,  a  mechanic,  was  for 

two  years  my  patient.  The  first  time  he  called  at  my  office 
complained  of  chills  and  fever,  and  requested  me  to  quickly 
relieve  him  because  he  was  very  busy  in  East  St.  Louis, 
where  he  had  to  work.  After  making  an  examination  I  de- 
tected an  enlargement  of  his  liver.  I  called  his  attention  to 
that  circumstance,  but  he  said :  *'  Never  mind  my  liver,  cure 
my  chills  and  fever  as  quickly  as  possible ;  we  will  see  af- 
terwards to  the  liver !"  I  gave  him  a  prescription,  and  he 
went  off. 

One  year  ago  he  called  again  for  chills  and  fever.     I  ex- 
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amined  the  liver.    It  was  still  more  enlarged.    Same  reques^ 
from  him  ;  same  treatment  from  me. 

The  first  days  of  last  December  he  sent  me  word  to  call 
and  see  him  at  his  house,  then  near  my  residence.  I  found 
him  in  bed.  '*  Doctor,"  said  he,  **  this  time  I  want  you  to 
treat  me  through,  as  I  feel  I  am  very  sick,  and  I  intend  not 
to  leave  my  bed  until  you  pronounce  me  well." 

I  made  a  good  examination  of  him,  and  found  his  liver 
extremely  enlarged ;  the  patient  was  thin,  but  without  fever, 
and  had  no  appetite*.  He  complained  also  of  '<  a  bad  stom- 
ach." "  If  I  eat,"  said  he,  '*  I  vomit  after  it."  I  paid  not 
much  attention  to  this  last  remark ;  his  large  liver  attracted 
all  my  attention.  By  percussion  I  tried  to  locate  exactly  its 
dimensions,  which  were  enormous  ;  for  I  found  that  it  occu- 
pied a  large  portion  of  the  abdominal  cavity.  I  commenced 
my  treatment,  but  in  a  fortnight,  seeing  no  marked  improve- 
ment, I  concluded  that,  owing  to  the  constant  vomiting  if 
taking  solid  food,  there  ought  to  be  a  complication  of  an- 
other disease  of  the  stomach.  I  thought  a  moment  about 
cancer^  but  the  patient  had  not  that  yellowish  cachexia  cha- 
racteristic of  that  affection.  Then,  thinking  about  the  pre- 
vious chills  and  fever,  from  which  he  was  a  sufferer  for  three 
or  four  years,  I  decidedly  diagnosed  a  large  abscess  in  the 
liver,  and  proposed  to  him  the  aspiration  of  its  contents,  to 
which  he  gave  me  his  consent. 

However,  before  proceeding,  on  the  18th  of  December, 
I  called  a  colleague  of  great  reputation  to  consult  with  me. 

He  examined  the  patient  with  much  attention,  listening 
very  well  to  the  history  of  the  case  ;  and  finally  he  told  me 
that  he  disapproved  aspirating  the  liver,  and  in  a  low  tone 
added  that  I  had  made  a  gross  mistake. 

''  What  is,  then,  the  trouble  here,"  said  I. 

'*  My  dear  Doctor,"  said  he,***  in  this  case  you  have  to 
deal  with  a  cancer  of  the  stomach ;  just  feel  it  yourself.  All 
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the  anterior  wall  of  the  stomach  is  nothing  else  but  a  cancer- 
ous mass."  "No,  no,"  he  added,  *'Do  not  aspirate  this 
iver ;  there  is  no  abscess  at  all." 

**  Then,"  said  I,  "  What  is  your  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
enlarged  liver?  This  organ  has  always  much  occupied  my 
mind  with  this  patient." 

•'  The  liver  is  normal  T  said  he. 

Accordingly,  as  the  result  of  the  consultation,  it  was  de- 
cided that  my  duty  was  to  prolong  his  life  the  most  I  could, 
and  make  him  die  easy.  Not  quite  satisfied,  on  the  20th  of 
December  I  had  a  second  consultation  with  another  celebrity, 
but  during  the  night  preceding  this  meeting  my  patient  be- 
came suddenly  very  yellow,  with  his  nose  elongated  and 
pinched.  I  then  seriously  thought  about  cancer,  although 
there  was  no  history  of  cancer  in  the  family. 

The  new  consulting  physician,  everything  well  consider- 
ed, diagnosed  cancer,  and  hence  a  hopeless  case. 

"  Where  is  the  cancer  located?"  I  enquired 

*'  At  the  back  of  the  cardiac  aperture,"  said  he. 

But  what  confused  me  a  little  was,  when  percussing  the 
left  side  of  my  patient  near  the  left  hip,  he  suddenly  ex- 
claimed :  "  Oh  !  how  hard  the  liver  is  here  !" 

During  the  night  of  the  24th  December  my  patient  finally 
died.  The  next  day  I  was  permitted  to  proceed  to  his  post- 
mortem examination,  with  the  following  results : 

The  liver  was  nothing  else  bi^t  a  cancerous  mass,  weigh- 
mg  nearly  nine  pounds  ;  it  occupied,  in  fact,  most  all  of  the 
anterior  part  of  his  body.  The  pyloric  portion  of  the  sto- 
mach was  commencing  to  show  cancerous  deposits.  The 
heart,  except  a  little  enlargement,  was  normal.  The  interior 
of  the  stomach  was  much  inflamed  and  ulcerated,  and  con- 
tained about  half-a-pint  of  that  black  looking  fluid  (decom- 
posed blood)  characteristic  of  cancerous  affections. 
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Case  No.  3. 

J.  B ,  aged  42,  was  a  clerk,  strongly  built,  dark  com- 
plexion, yellowish  tint.  Three  years  ago  he  called  upon  me 
for  treatment.  I  diagnosed  hepatic  troubles.  After  a  few 
days  of  treatment,  patient  being  apparently  well,  wf  nt  to 
work.  One  or  two  months  after  I  was  called  again.  Same 
diagnosis,  same  treatment,  same  result.  And  so  on  for  about 
15  or  18  months,  always  calling  me  occasionally.  One  day, 
finding  my  patient  in  bed,  I  took  the  opportunity  to  examine 
him  thoroughly.  The  liver  showed  some  perceptible  enlarge- 
ment. I  thought  then  to  modify  my  former  treatment.  I 
prescribed  this  time  a  brisk  vegetable  cathartic.  Next  day 
the  liver  seemed  normal  in  appearance ;  but,  to  my  surprise, 
I  found  something  unusual  upon  the  coecum.  *•  What  is  it?" 
said  I.  First  I  called  it  a  tumor.  The  next  day,  examining 
the  patient  again,  I  could  not  find  that  tumor.  It  had  dis- 
appeared ;  but  by  turning  the  patient  in  every  way  and 
searching  among  the  intestines  I  managed  to  find  it.  '  Then, 
decidedly,  I  diagnosed  a  fatty  tumor  upon  the  coecum. 
Knowing  that  this  is  not  a  very  common  disease,  I  called  in 
succession  three  regular  physicians  in  consultation.  They  all 
agreed  with  me,  that  it  was  a  fatty  tumor,  and  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  same  by  laparotomy  was  the  only  way  to  relieve 
the  patient  of  that  trouble  some  affection.  The  patient,  to 
whom  I  proposed  the  operation,  consented  to  it,  and  declared 
that  he  was  ready  at  any  time  to  take  those  chances  of 
recovery. 

Not  exactly  satisfied  yet,  in  spite  of  the  agreement  of  the 
three  consulting  physicians  who  were  partaking  of  my  opin- 
ion, the  firnt  time  in  my  Ufe^  I  had  yet  some  doubt  on  the 
diagnosis.  I  finallj'  called  a  fourth  one — ^this  time  an  old 
physician,  in  whom,  owing  to  his  long  years  of  experience,  I 
had  blind  confidence.  1  requested  him  to  come  and  assist  me 
in  the  operation. 
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We  went  together  to  see  the  patient.  As  soon  as  this  old 
physician  had  laid  his  hands  on  the  suspected  growth,  he  re- 
quested the  patient  to  divest  himself  of  all  his  clothing,  and 
placing  him  against  one  of  the  walls  of  the  room,  he  found 
on  his  back  some  deformity.  With  the  forefinger  of  the 
right  hand  the  consulting  physician  pointing  to  the  region  of 
the  right  kidney,  said  to  me:  ''  Don't  you  see  that  hollow 
place  ?' ' 

*'  Not  exactly,"  said  I,  although  a  little  influenced  by  his 
authority,  it  seemed  to  me  that  indeed  there  really  existed  a 
small  hollow  depression ;  but  **What  does  it  mean?"  In 
fact,  '*  WTiat  is  it?"  said  I,  much  interested  by  the  subject. 

**  It  is  a  floating  kidney  T^  said  he  ;  then  placing  the  pati- 
ent in  his  bed  upon  his  back,  he  requested  me  to  feel  the  so- 
called  right  kidney,  or  at  least  its  bean  shape,  and  even  also 
all  its  appendages  I ! 

This,  verily,  was  a  big  wonder  to  me,  and  thunderstruck 
by  it  I  acknowledged  that  I  never  saw  anything  like  it.  The 
profound  respect  that  I  have  had  all  my  life  for  any  learned 
and  prominent  professional  man,  made  me  curse  my  con- 
founded ignorance,  and  admire  my  colleague  and  his  pro- 
found sagacity.  I  immediately  yielded  to  his  diagnosis,  and 
asked  him  what  to  do  under  the  circumstances,  in  order  to 
relieve  my  patient  of  his  trouble. 

"  Only  an  abdominal  bandage^^^  said  he. 

I  modestly  suggested  the  removal  of  this  useless  kidney, 
on  the  ground  that  in  such  a  dislocated  condition  for  so 
long  a  time  (the  patient  having  declared  that  he  had  suffered 
from  it  for  about  20  years).  Sure  enough  I  was  thinking  that 
this  organ  was  now  prostrated,  and  the  whole  urinary  func- 
tions, in  all  probability,  were  performed  by  the  left  kidney 
alone.  The  Doctor  rebuked  me,  saying  that  he  had  seen 
a  man  with  one  single  kidney  ;  and  besides,  in  spite  of  the 
few  successes  of  the  celebrated  French  surgeon,  Pean,  of 
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Paris,  m  such  similar  cases  that  I  had  mentioned  to  him,  he 
would  not  risk  his  reputation  on  an  operation  of  that  kind  in 
St.  Louis,  where  the  removal  of  a  kidney  had  never  been 
attempted. 

After  I  had  placed  an  appropriate  bandage  on  my  patient 
I  sent  to  him  my  resignation,  finding  myself  unable  to  re- 
lieve him  of  his  sufferings.  The  bandage,  after  all,  could 
not  be  borne  by  him,  because  it  caused  more  pain  than  re-  " 
lief.  About  half-a-dozen  or  more  regular  practitioners  took 
hold  of  the  case  after  me,  when,  18  months  after  that,  the 
patient,  greatly  emaciated,  finally  died. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  assist  upon  his  post-mortem. 
My  main  object,  as  soon  as  the  abdominal  cavity  was  opened, 
was  to  plunge  my  hands  in  it  in  order  to  search  for  the  kid- 
neys. To  my  disgusting  surprise,  both  kidneys  were  in  their 
proper  place. 

What,  then,  was  the  cause  of  the  trouble?  What  was 
that  body  looking  so  much  like  a  floating  kidney  ?  It  was 
only  cicatricial  tissues  !  Embedded  in  the  ileo-ccecal  valve 
we  found  a  small  piec6  of  slate  and  a  no  less  small  piece  of 
rubber  comb,  which  after  inflammation  upon  inflammation, 
ulceration  after  ulceration,  had  created  much  cicatricial  tis- 
sue and  nearly  obstructed  the  duct. 

About  the  hepatic  troubles  first  diagnosed  :  We  found  a 
gall  stone,  the  size  of  a  small  hen's  egg,  engaged  in  the  duct 
of  the  gall  bladder. 

How  did  these  foreign  bodies  get  into  the  intestines  ?  My 
theory  is  the  following :  The  patient  during  his  lifetime  was 
a  rapid  eater ;  he  had  probably  swallowed  them  through  in- 
attention in  eating  his  food. 

Would  I  have  been  justified  if,  after  all,  I  had  operated 
upon  that  patient ;  and  by  so  doing  could  I  have  had  a 
chance  to  save  his  life  ?  The  question  is  open  to  be  discus- 
sed pro  and  con. 
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After  reading  his  paper,  Dr.  De  Cailhol  asked  if  there 
was  any  possibility  of  the  last  patient's  being  relieved  by 
an  operation? 

Dr.  Parsons. — An  artificial  anus  might  have  been  made. 

Dr.  Walker. — I  saw  the  last  case  mentioned.  I  did  not 
believe  it  to  be  one  of  floating  kidney.  While  pressing  on 
the  tumor  for  the  relief  of  pain  I  felt  a  gurgling  sensation 
through  it  and  a  diminution  in  its  size.  That  convinced  me 
that  was  obstiniction  of  the  ileo-ccecal  valve.  I  would  like  to 
ask  Dr.  De  Cailhol  if  Dr.  Bauer  wished  to  operate  upon  the 
case  supposing  it  to  be  one  of  fatty  tumor. 

Dr.  De  Cailhol. — In  the  first  place  I  called  Dr.  Bauer 
to  help  me  operate.  He  opposed  it  at  the  time,  saying  that 
the  tumor  was  a  floating  kidney  ;  but  a  few  months  later  he 
came  to  me  saying  that  he  thought  we  had  better  operate. 
The  case  had  passed  from  my  hands,  and  it  was  too  late. 

Dr.  CuMMiNGS. — ^I  also  saw  this  case,  but  made  no  satis- 
factory diagnosis.  There  was  a  great  quantity  of  flatus  in 
the  bowels  for  which  I  gave  lycopodium^  with  considerable 
relief.  An  artificial  anus  might  have  prolonged  life.  I  think 
homoeopaths  run  too  much  to  materia  medica.  We  should 
know  as  much  about  diagnosis  as  the  allopaths.  They  make 
mistakes  often  enough,  though,  and  gefierally  differ  among 
themselves.  The  thermometer  is  a  great  aid  to  diagnosis. 
Thus,  if  we  have  a  fever,  with  the  temperature  up  four  or 
five  degrees  at  one  visit  and  down  to  normal  at  the  next,  we 
are  able  to  distinguish  by  this  means  a  malarial  from  typhoid 
or  other  fever.  Diseases  of  the  liver  are  especially  obscure, 
and  mistakes  in  their  diagnosis  are  frequent.  I  remember  a 
case  of  a  man  with  an  enlarged  liver.  After  his  death  an 
abscess  was  found,  and  it  had  never  been  suspected  during 
his  life. 

Dr.  Walker. — In  homceopathic  practice  we  often  treat 
and  many  times  cure  before  we  are  able  to  make  out  a  diag- 
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nosis.  In  this  case  of  Dr.  l)e  Cailhors,  if  treatment  had 
been  postponed  until  the  diagnosis  was  clear,  it  would  have 
come  in  pretty  late  in  the  case.  I  gave  lycopodium  before  I 
made  out  the  diagnosis,  and  afterwards  too.  Mistakes  in 
diagnosis  are  frequent  among  the  best  doctors.  If  ten  meet 
in  a  hospital,  there  will  be  no  agreement  among  them  in  re- 
gard to  many  of  the  cases.  But  the  homoeopath  often  cures 
or  prevents  the  development  of  disease  before  its  nature  can 
be  determined.  I  know  that  this  is  the  case  with  myself  in 
the  management  of  pneumonia.  I  do  not  lose  nor  have  any- 
thing like  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  that  I  did 
when  I  used  allopathic  treatment.  With,  aconite  veratrum  v. 
or  some  other  remedy  I  check  the  disease  in  its  beginning, 
while  the  allopath  waits  until  pneumonia  is  developed  before 
he  begins.  About  this  disease,  I  am  certain,  for  I  often  see 
cases  with  all  symptoms  of  pneumonia  but  crepitation,  and 
which  I  know,  from  past  experience,  would  develop,  if  let 
alone,  into  that  disease ;  and  I  check  their  advance  in  the 
manner  mentioned.  I  do  not  say  that  the  study  of  diagnosis 
should  be  neglected. 

Dr.  Valentine. — I  do  not  admit  that  the  old  style  doc- 
tors are  better  posted  in  diagnosis  than  we  are.  The  elderly 
men  among  us  attended  the  same  schools  that  they  did,  have 
had  the  same  advantages,  and  are  just  as  competent.  I  lis- 
tened to  Dr.  Hunt,  one  of  the  best  allopathic  teachers  in  New 
Orleans,  and  one  of  the  most  eloquent  I  ever  heard,  and  the 
post  mortems  did  not  confirm  his  diagnosis  one  time  in  ten. 
The. essayist  spoke  of  the  liver  as  being  in  the  chest ;  I  do 
not  think  he  meant  to  say  it  was  above  the  diaphragm. 
The  thermometer  is  pne  of  the  most  valuable  of  instruments. 
It  enables  us  to  tell  when  the  system  is  undisturbed.  When 
it  registers  100  deg.  or  more  the  allopaths  give  their  anti- 
phlogistics,  diaphoretics,  etc.  Aconite  is  the  best  of  them 
all,  and  Da  Costa  says  so  now,  even  in  typhoid  fever.  Diag- 


nosis  between  heart  and  anthmatic  affections^  is  difficult,  but 
may  be  made.  Some  say  asthmatics  never  die  of  consump- 
tion. If  a  patient  has  chronic  cough  with  purulent  expecto- 
ration, hectic  flush,  and  a  continuous  high  temperature,  tu- 
berculosis is  certain.  It  may  be  further  confirmed  by  mi- 
croscopic examination  of  the  sputa.  The  thermometer  and 
microscope  definitely  decide  the  matter.  If  a  person  has  a 
pain  in  the  side  it  is  important  to  determine  in  what  tissue  it 
is  located.  A  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart  may  be  in  the 
pericardium,  costal  or  pulmonic  pleura,  or  inter-costal  neu- 
i-algia.  If  in  the  heart  it  will  not  be  much  aggravated  by 
breathing.  If  the  pain  is  on  the  right  side  it  may  come  from 
the  peritoneum  or  right  pleura.  As  an  aid  to  the  adaptation 
of  remedies  to  these  affections,  Burt's  Materia  Medica  is 
most  satisfactory.  We  cannot  help  but  associate  classes, 
of  remedies  with  certain  organs  of  the  body.  Long  enough 
ago  that  I  may  tell  it  with  safety,  I  made  quite  a  mistake  in 
diagnosis.  A  lady  had  an  enlarged  womb,  with  an  inflamed 
OS  and  pain  in  one  ovary.  In  my  treatment  I  introduced  a 
sound.  About  a  month  after  treatment  she  had  violent  he- 
morrhage, resulting  in  miscarriage.  Before  I  got  there 
another  doctor  was  called,  but  he  did  not  know  what  I  had 
done.  The  woman  was  delighted  to  get  rid  of  the  foetus, 
and  so  was  I  that  she  did  not  bleed  to  death. 

Dr.  Kknt. — I  was  brought  up  on  pathology  ^d  diagno- 
sis, and  still  try  to  be  careful  in  regard  to  them  ;  but  we  are 
all  liable  to  'mistakes,  so  I  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  ex- 
pression of  opinion  concerning  diagnosis  to  patients  and 
friends.  There  are  many  old  ladies  and  others  who  ask 
what  is  the  matter  before  I  have  had  a  chance  to  make  any 
examination.  But  I  scive  them  no  definite  answer.  I  recall 
one  instance  where  an  accurate  diagnosis  did  me  gi'eat  ser- 
vice. A  lady  had  been  bed-ridden  for  six  or  seven  years, 
Bnd  had  been  treated  by  several  of  the  most  eminent  nien  in 
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the  city.  They  all  diagnosed  displacement  of  the  womb, 
used  pessaries,  and  finall}^  one  of  them  persuaded  her  to  go 
to  the  mountains.  Because  of  pain  in  the  urethra  and  in- 
voluntary passage  of  urine,  I  examined  that  passage.  About 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the  meatus  I  found  two  little 
caruncles,  so  sensitive  that  touching  them  made  the  patient 
scream.  It  was  in  very  hot  weather  that  I  saw  the  patient, 
but  she  had  a  great  amount  of  bed-clothes  over  her,  and  was 
still  shaking  and  freezing,  sweating,  too,  all  the  time.  In 
fact,  she  had  symptops  of  most  everything ;  but  I  snipped 
off  the  two  little  caruncles  and  she  quickly  recovered.    • 

Dr.  Bahren.burg. — ^W^e  all  make  mistakes  in  diagnosis, 
and  the  allopaths  are  no  exception  ;  but,  as  Dr.  Walker  says, 
we  are  often  able,  with  homoeopathic  remedies,  to  break  up 
diseases  before  their  names  can  be  determined.  To  illustrate 
the  mistakes  we  are  sometimes  compelled  to  make  from  the 
nature  of  the  circumstances,  I  will  mention  a  case  :  A  young 
lady  of  17  had  been  well  until  she  ate  some  buckwheat  cakes. 
She  was  taken  with  vomiting,  pain,  and  distention  of  the  ab- 
domen with  gas.  No  medicine  gave  any  relief,  and  she  died. 
After  death  the  sigmoid  flexure,  for  about  four  inches,  was 
found  to  be  almost  entirely  closed  by  constriction  of  the 
canal.  How  she  could  have  remained  well  previously  is  a 
mystery  to  me.  I  always  try  to  find  out  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  antf  regard  it  as  especially  important  in  chronic 
cases.  Last  summer  I  saw  a  child  that  had  been  vomiting  ; 
lay  with  its  eyes  open,  and  had  passed  no  urine  in  24  hours. 
Old  school  doctors  had  called  it  cholera  infantum,  but  I  re- 
garded it  as  one  of  hydrocephalus,  and  gave  helleborus  nigevy 
one  dose  high.  The  child  recovered.  Not  long  ago  a  man 
called  upon  me  who  had,  the  allopaths  said,  dyspepsia.  I 
thought  there  was  trouble  of  the  heart,  calling  for  cactus,  I 
gave  it,  and  he  improved  immediately  and  has  entirely,  re- 
covered;    I  am  now  treating  a  young  man  whose  lungs  and 
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kidneys  are  diseased.  His  friends  want  to  know  what  is 
the  matter.  I  tell  them  those  organs  are  affected,  but  do  not 
name  any  disease.  I  do  not  know  what  name  I  could  use 
that  would  apply  to  the  case. 

Dr.  Morgan. — It  is  pne  of  the  easiest  things  in  the  world 
to  make  mistakes  in  diagnosis,  or  treatment  either,  for  that 
matter.  Many  complaints  are  so  obscure  that  we  can  get 
no  adequate  conception  of  their  nature  until  it  is  too  late 
for  it  to  be  of  any  advantage  in  treatment ;  <and  many 
times  we  never  get  it  at  all.  W©  have  all  of  us  seen  and 
cured  cases  in  which  we  have  been  unable  to  decide  what  the 
diagnosis  should  be.  •  In  the  treatment  of  such  cases  pure 
symptomatology  shows  to  the  best  advantage.  Last  week  I 
made  a  blunder  in  diagnosis  which  fortunately  brought  me 
no  discredit  or  self-condemnation.  A  hand-fed  child  of  four 
months  had,,  fever,  vomiting,  diarrhcea,  and  attacks  of  spas- 
modic coughing.  Whooping-cough  and  inadaptibility  of 
diet,  with  cold,  suggested  themselves,  with  an  inclination  to 
believe  in  the  latter.  I  gave  some  advice  as  to  diet  and  sym- 
pathetic treatment  for  several  days,  but  without  apparent 
benefit.  Finally  there  was  sudden  amelioration  of  the  symp- 
toms, and  a  discharge  of  pus  from  one  ear.  I  concluded 
that  I  had  been  left  in  the  diagnosis. 

Dr.  Parsons. — No  existing  person  can  diagnose  correctly 
every  case  of  disease.  We  cannot  tell  whether  symptoms 
are  direct  or  reflex.  But  fortunately  it  is  not  diagnosis,  but 
the  adaptation  of  remedies  which  enables  us  to  cure  disease- 
Cactus  alleviates  nervous  symptoms  of  the  heart,  but  will  it 
cause  or  cure  valvular  lesions?  Intestinal  obstruction  may 
be  diagnosed  one  time  in  ten.  In  the  case  mentioned  here 
to-night,  inflammation  and  deposit  were  gradual,  but  there 
was  great  pain..  A  fatty  or  encephaloid  tumor  or  a  floating 
kidney  are  not  tender  as  a  rule,  especially  not  to  such  a  de" 
gree  as  occurs  in  any  inflammation  involving  the  peritoneyni. 
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If  there  had  been  cancer,  the  cachexia  would  have  been  pre- 
sent ;  if  invagination,  the  onset  would  have  been  more  sud- 
den. Such  is  the  reasoning  which  comes  to  me  now  ;  but  I 
might  have  failed  to  make  a  correct  diagnosis.  Symptoms 
are  treacherous,  though.  A  person  may  appear  to  have  dis- 
ease of  the  heart,  be  unable  to  lie  with  the  head  low,  have 
unnatural  murmurs  in  the  heart  and  other  symptoms,  and 
yet  his  disease  be  one  of  the  blood. 

Dr.  Edmonds. — I  feel  like  remarking,  as  a  member  did 
recently  aiter  I  read  a  paper:  "  Where  are  we?  or,  are  we 
anywhere?"  In  regard  to  diagnosis  much  is  to  be  learned 
and  much  to  be  reaflSrmed,  and  we  must  do  as  Dr.  Walker 
says — cure  by  the  symptoms  when  we  do  not  know  what  is 
the  matter.  The  difficulty  in  diagnosing  acute  diseases  in 
their  incipient  stages  is  especially  embarrassing.  A  few  days 
ago  I  was  called  to  see  a  girl  of  six  years,  suddenly  taken 
sick.  She  had  nausea,  vomiting,  fever,  and  sore  throat. 
The  parents  were  anxious  to  know  what  was  the  matter,  be- 
lieving themselves  that  some  peanuts  had  caused  the  sickness. 
Though  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  about  the  treatment  requir- 
ed, I  was  not  ready  to  name  the  disease,  and  dodged  the 
question.  I  gave  belladonna^  but  was  recalled  in  a  few  hours 
and  further  pressed  for  a  diagnosis.  When  I  could  not 
avoid  it  any  longer,  I  told  them  that  in  my  opinion  the  case 
would  prove  to  be  scarlet  fever ;  and  such  it  proved  to  be, 
though  the  treatment  was  half  over  before  I  was  sure  of  it. 

Dr.  GuNDELACH. — ^^^  oftcn  treat  diseases  without  know- 
ing what  they  are ;  but  a  satisfactory  diagnosis  is  a  great 
advantage.  Organic  troubles,  including  those  of  the  heart, 
have  certainly  been  benefitted  by  medical  treatment. 

Dr.  Parsons. — I  do  not  say  we  should  not  use  cactus y. 
but  We  do  not  know  that  it  ever  cured  anything  more  than 
nervous  disturbances  of  the  heart. 

Dr-  Walker. — I  will  mention  a  case  that  may  have  some 
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bearing  on  this  point.  Some  years  ago  I  was  called  to  see 
a  German  girl  aged  16.  She  was  unable  to  Jie  down,  had 
anasarca  of  the  whole  lower  portion  of  the  body,  an<J  had 
been  given  up  to  die  by  several  other  doctors,  and  I  thought 
she  would  myself.  There  was  so  much  water  in  the  peri- 
cardium that  I  could  not  make  out  the  condition  of  the  heart 
itself  definitely.  I  gave  her  Jluid  extract  of  cactus^  10  drops 
in  half  a  glass  of  water.  In  ten  days  she  could  lie  down, 
and  six  weeks  later  she  walked  into  my  office  without  a  sign 
of  dropsy  about  her,  and  she  continued  well  as  long  as  I 
knew  her.  That  specimen  of  cactus,  bought  at  a  drug  store, 
I  valued  very  highly,  making  a  number  of  fine  cures  with  it. 
It  had  a  green  color,  and  gave  me  better  satisfaction  than 
any  I  have  ever  got  since.  * 

Dr.  Kershaw. — Such  cases  as  the  one  Dr.  De  Cailhol  has 
referred  to  are  not  cholera  infantum  ;  that  disease  does  not 
last  long.     Long  lasting  cases  are  enteritis,  or  something  else* 

Dr.  De  Cailhol. — I  always  hear  in  one  ear  the  voice  of 
my  old  teacher,  saying :  <'  Be  certain  of  the  pathology  I"  I 
once  told  my  colleague  that  I  did  not  care  for  diagnosis,  and 
used  cough  as  an  illustration  in  my  argument  with  him,  tell- 
ing him  that  it  had  so  many  causes  that  one  could  seldom  be 
certain  as  to  which  one  was  present  in  a  given  case  ;  and  that 
the  symptoms  attending  it  must  afford  indications  for  treat- 
ment. In  my  case  of  intestinal  obstruction,  my  first  diag- 
nosis  was  liver  disease,  and  gall  stones  were  found  in  the 
I)ost-mortem.  The  patient  never  complained  of  pain  when 
r  saw  him. 

Dr.  Walker. — I  did  not  say  the  man  had  pain  all  the 

time,  but  he  did  when  I  saw  him.     Patients  sometimes  have 

gall  stones  without  any  symptoms.     I  have  known  a  lady  to 

die  of  cancer  and  present  a  tablespoonful  of  galL  stones  on 
post-mortem  examination,  though  none  had  been  suspected 

during  life. 


108  The  St.  Louis  Clinical  Review. 

A  CASE  OF  BECtJRBENl  QB0WTH8  WITHIN  THE  FEMALE 
URETHRAL  CANAL,  KNOWN  AS  CARUNCLES  OF  THE 
URETHRA. 


BY  T.  G.  COM8TOCK,  M.D.,  OF  ST.  LOUIS. 


Vascular  urethi-al  excrescences,  or  vegetations  of  a  fun- 
gous character,  likewise  knowa  as  painful  polypoid  tumors, 
are  not  unfrequently  met  with  in  married  women  past  thirty. 

As  these  growths  tend  to  increase  in  size,  are  frequently 
friable  and  bloody,  causing  the  most  intense  pain,  and  grea^ 
reflex  disturbances  in  the  whole  economy,  their  treatment 
demands  the  especial  attention  of  the  medical  man.  Such 
ailments  are  often  overlooked  by  practitioners  who  from 
feelings  of  delicacy,  and  more  often  inattention,  scarcely 
know  what  is  really  the  matter,  because  they  have  not  made 
any  physical  examination  of  their  patient.  I  was  once  con- 
sulted by  a  lady  who,  with  her  husband,  came  a  distance  of 
200  miles,  and  who  had  suffered  for  five  years  from  one  of 
these  vascular  excrescences,  and  her  medical  attendant  had 
always  prescribed  symptomatically,  simply  for  her  painful 
urination. 

The  excrescence  was  pedunculated,  situated  externally  on 
the  meatus  the  size  of  a  small  chestnut.  I  forthwith  excised 
it,  then  cauterized  it  with  nitric  acid,  and  a  complete  cure 
followed.  Another  case  I  call  to  mind  is  a  lady  of  seventy, 
who  had  suffered  with  two  small  excrescences  for  twenty-five 
years.  She  had  declined  saying  anything  about  their  pres- 
ence from  feelings  of  modesty.  When  my  attention  was 
called  to  them,  I  excised  them  and  cauterized  them  with  a 
hot  iron,  as  they  bled  furiously. 

,  When  these  painful  fungous  growths  are  within  the  ure- 
thral canal^their  cure  is  by  no  means  so  simple  as  with  the 
variety  situated  externally.  The  first  thing  to  do  is  to  make 
A  careful  diagnosis,  and  find  out  wjiat  is  the  matter. 
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Symptoms, — The  patient  complains^of  intense  pain  be- 
fore, during  and  after  urinating.  When  sitting,  she  feels  as 
if  the  points  of  sharp  wires  were  sticking  her  within  the 
urethra.  She  becomes  neiTous,  irritable,  hysterical,  and  in 
some  instances  is  tempted  to  commit  suicide.  Th%  is  no  ex- 
aggeration  ;  several  cases  are  on  record  where  the  presence 
of  these  growths  have  produced  so  much  reflex  disturbance 
as  to  cause  insanity  and  suicide.  The  older  writers,  such  as 
Scanzoni,  West,  Churchill,  Simpson,  Courty  and  others,  de- 
scribe this  ailment  very  vividly,  and  all  of  them  concede 
that  it«  treatment  (when  the  growths  are  situated  within  the 
urethra)  is  exceedingly  unsatisfactory,  and  that  they  are  very 
prone  to  recur.  They  also  mention  that  the  symptoms  which 
women  complain  of  who  have  them,  have  been  mistaken  for 
vesical  calculi,  or  for  cystitis,  but  very  fortunately  in  the  ex- 
perience of  the  writer,  as  remarkable  as  it  may  seem,  these 
growths  are  not  associated  with  cystitis. 

A  case  of  this  kind  worthy  of  record,  happened  in  my 
practice  as  follows : 

Case. 

Mrs. ,  aged  sixty-two,  in  June,  1880,  was  attacked 

with  pains  in  urinating,  which,  after  a  local  examination, 
proved  to  be  caused  by  the  presence  of  papillary  growths 
within  the  urethral  orifice.  I  dilated  the  orifice  and  care- 
fully excised  them,  and  then  applied  the  strong  solution  of 
carbolic  acid. 

This  operation  I  found  necesary  to  repeat  every  twelve 
or  fourteen  days  for  some  six  weeks. 

At  two  different  times  I  freely  dilated  the  urethra,  so  that 
I  could  introduce  my  index  finger  as  far  as  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  introducing  delicate  dressing  forceps  with  a 
catch  or  clamp,  I  seized  the  tumors  and  excised  them  with 
scissors,  removing  at  each  operation  from  three  to  six  of 
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them,  and  then  I  applied  either  carbolic  acid,  nitric  acid,  or 
glacial  acetic  acid,  and,  in  one  instance,  the  small  platina 
point  of  Paquilin's  thermal-caustic,  which  I  used  with  the 
aid  of  a  ^ry ant's  urethral  speculum ;  and  finally,  at  one 
operation  I  used  a  20  per  cent  solution  of  chromic  acid.  After 
two  months  of  this  treatment,  this  lady  was  relieved,  and 
was  not  troubled  again  for  sixteen  months,  but  in  the  interim 
iijhe  suffered  at  times  with  great  distress  in  the  stomach, 
which  was  with  difficully  relieved.  At  one  time  her  gastric 
difficulties  were  so  great  that  I  feared  the  existence  of  some 
insidious  malignant  affection.  However,  this  fear  seemingly, 
had  no  foundation,  as  she  entirely  recovered  after  a  protrac- 
ted treatment  and  persistence  in  a  very  careful  diet.  In 
December,  1881,  her  pains  in  urinating  again  recurred,  and 
s.n  examination  proved  the  existence  of  a  return  of  these 
growths  within  the  urethra.  From  this  time,  until  April, 
1882,  I  had  occasion  to  operate  upon  her  for  their  removal 
nineteen  times. 

At  two  different  times,  I  dilated  the  urethra  slowly  and 
■carefully,  so  as  to  introduce  my  finger  and  make  myself  cog- 
nizant of  the  exact  seat  and  feel  of  these  growths.  I  used 
the  dressing  forceps  and  scissors  to  remove  them,  and  would 
usually  remove  from  three  to  six  or  seven  ;  and  then  it  was 
my  custom  to  introduce  within  the  urethra  either  nitric  acid, 
carbolic  acid,  glacial  acetic  acid,  or  chromic  acid.  These 
-acids  were  carefully  applied  within  the  urethra  by  means  of 
a  pine  stick  or  a  uterine  applicator  coated  with  absorpent 
cotton.  The  vagina  was  always  packed  with  cotton  dipped 
in  carbonate  of  soda  to  antidote  any  waste  of  the  acid  that 
might  happen  to  run  down. 

The  patient  always  experienced  relief  from  the  removal  of 
the  excrescences^  and,  what  is  remarkable^  would  insist  that  I 
should  repeat  the  operation  every  second  day^  assuring  me  that 
^he  could  bear  the  pain  incident  to  their  removal^  and  subse- 
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^ue/U  application  of  the  caustic,  better  than  the  piercing  pains 
which  their  presence  caused. 

It  was  remarkable  that  these  little  barnacle-like  growths 
or  vegetations  would  seem  to  be  pplaced  within  48  hours 
— a  fact  which  made  me  fear  that  tney  were  malignant — ^but 
their  appearance  under  the  microscope  did  not  indicate  this , 
as  the  growths  seemed  to  be  papillary.  Some  of  them  had  a 
shred-like  appearance,  as  if  richly  supplied  with  nervous 
filaments,  and  were  verv  vascular. 

At  the  last  operation,  made  the  latter  part  of  March,  there 
was  a  profuse  hemorrhage,  which  lasted  several  hours,  and 
which  could  not  be  checked  by  such  hemostatics  as  hot  water, 
^solution  of  alum,  gallic  acid,  solutions  of  perchloride  of  iron, 
etc.  Finally,  I  had  to  pack  the  vagina  with  absorbent  cot- 
ton, and  by  this  means,  after  four  hourB,  by  producing  a 
good  pressure  all  along  the  course  of  the  urethra,  the  bleed- 
ing was  stayed.  I  should  state  that  at  this  last  operation  I 
had  used  clfloroform — I  usually  operated  without  any  anaes- 
thetic. Only  three  times  did  I  ever  use  anaesthetics,  and 
that  was  when  I  freely  dilated  the  urethra. 

In  treating  the  above  case,  I  used  locally  several  other 
applications  that  I  have  not  mentioned,  such  as  liq.  plumbic 
diacetatiSy  tinct.  thuyce^  occid. ,  dilute  hydrocyanic  acid  in  rose 
water,  chloroform  spray,  idoform,  and  ChurchiU's  tincture 
of  iodine — all  of  them  applied  within  the  urethra.  Some- 
times they  would  palliate,  and  then,  again,  do  no  particular 
good. 

The  patient  is  now  doing  a  little  better,  but  the  recur- 
rence of  these  growths  is  to  be  feared.  As  to  the  causes  of 
these  growths,  from  consulting  the  literature  upon  the  sub- 
ject I  can  really  give  no  satisfactory  answer ;  that  they  may 
eventually  become  malignant  is  to  be  feared.  Courty,  in  his 
work  (Paris,  1872)  in  describing  them,  quotes  Sir  C.  Clark 
.upon  Diseases  of  Women,  London  ;  Sharp,  Critical  Inquiry 
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upon  the  Present  State  of  Surgery,  London,  1750  ;  Hughes' 
Medical  Observations,  London,  1758 ;  aqd  from  an  article 
m  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal^  etc.,  so  that  this  ex)ni- 
plaint  seems  to  have  be^i  met  with  by  the  older  writers  on 
medicine.  " 

Several  times  while  making  these  operations,  I  had  the 
counsel  and  assistance  of  Dr.  G!  S.  Walker,  of  St.  Louis, 
and  during  my  absence  from  the  city  the  patient  was  in  his 
charge. —  The  Clinique^  May^  1882. 


DEATH  OF  DR.  JOHN  T.  HODQEN. 


Dr.  John  T.  Hodgen,  of  St.  Louis,  died  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  of 
April  28th. 

Scarcely  past  his  prime,  and  in  the  full  vigor  of  intel- 
lect, it  is  question  which  will  feel  his  loss  more  keenly  the 
profession  or  the  public  among  which  he  worked.  For 
many  years  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  dean  of 
the  faculty  of  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College,  and  filled  the 
chair  of  Surgical  Anatomy  in  that  institution,  where  he 
labored  unremittingly  to  advance  the  standard  of  medical 
education.  As  a  teacher  he  was  excelled  by  none  ;  his  abso- 
lute mastery  of  anatomy,  and  his  sound  practical  judgment 
and  almost  unerring  observation,  placed  him  among  the 
most  prominent  of  American  surgeons  ;  while  as  a  man  he 
united  a  purity  of  character  and  nobility  of  heart  which  h^ 
left  him  a  spotless  reputation. 

Dr.  Hodgen  leaves  a  widow  and  two  sons. 
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In  charge  of  S.  B.  Parsons,  M.lf.,  Surgeon. 


SUOCESSFUL  BEDUOTION  OF  BACKWARD  DISLOCATION  OF 
THE  RADIUS  AND  ULNA  SEVEN  MONTHS  AFTER  THE 
INJURY. 


BY   GEORGE   E.    BREWER,    BUFFALO,    NEW   YORK. 


A  backward  dislocation  of  the  elbow  of  seven  months' 
standing,  reduced  by  Dr.  Julius  F.  Miner,  of  Buffalo,  re. 
cently  came  under  my  obseiTation. 

The  extreme  rarity  of  such  cases,  and  the  readiness  with 
which  reduction  was  accomplished,  led  me  to  a  careful  study 
of  the  subject  as  presented  by  surgical  authors. 

I  was  very  much  surprised  to  find  how  little  was  said  in 
our  books,  or  published  in  our  journals :  the  whole  subject 
being  dismissed  with  the  almost  unanimous  conclusion  that 
such  reductions  were  impracticable  if  not  impossible. 

I  was  also  much  surprised  to  find  how  uniformly  unsuc- 
cessful had  been  the  efforts  of  even  the  most  experienced 
surgeons  in  attempting  to  better  this  condition,  some  authors 
even  going  so  far  as  to  assert  that  it  should  not  be  attempted 
after  the  si:!tth  week. 

Hamilton,  in  his  valuable  work  on  fractures  and  disloca- 
tions, cites  but  two  cases  of  its  successful  reduction  after 
seven  months,  one  in  his  own  practice  and  one  reported  by 
Starch. 

With  Dr.  Miner's  permission  I  report  the  following  case, 
trusting  that  it  may  prove  instructive  to  those  interested  in 
he  subject  of  old  dislocations. 
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Edward  McCarty,  aged  21,  of  Crawford  Co.,  Penn.,  in 
August  last  received  a  fall  which  resulted  in  a  backward  dis- 
location of  the  radius  and  ulna.  The  injury  was  such  as  to 
baffle  all  attempts  at  reduction  made  by  the  neighboring 
physicians.  March  15th,  about  seven  months  after  the  in- 
jury,  he  consulted  Dr.  Miner,  who  found  upon  examination 
that  the  dislocation  was  complete,  both  bones  of  the  fore- 
arm being  distinctly  felt  resting  on  the  himierus  about  three 
inches  above  their  normal  position,  the  coracoid  process  of 
the  ulna  firmly  imbedded  in  the  olecranon  fossa,  and  the  arm 
immovably  extended. 

The  patient  was  at  once  given  a  private  room  in  the  Buf- 
falo General  Hospital,  when  on  the  following  day,  Dr.  Miner, 
in  the  presence  of  and  assisted  by  many  of  his  professional 
friends,  renewed  the  attempt  at  reduction. 

The  patient  was  thoroughly  etherized.  Forcible  exten- 
sion was  then  made  upon  the  arm.  This  was  followed  by  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  at  flexion,  clearly  showing  further  ex- 
tension necessary  before  flexion  could  be  accomplished.  The 
tendon  of  the  triceps  was  now  divided  about  an  inch  above 
its  attachment  to  the  olecranon.  Very  powerful  extension 
was  then  made  (the  combined  efforts  of  four  men)  this,  with 
ford&le  flexion,  pronation,  and  supination,  was  continued  for 
nearly  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  Then  measurement,  the 
ease  with  which  the  arm  could  be  flexed,  and  absence  of  de- 
formity, all  indicated  that  the  dislocation  had  been  success- 
fully reduced. 

The  arm  was  dressed  at  right  angles,  without  a  splint, 
and  the  patient  replaced  in  bed. 

March  17. — Continued  swelling  of  the  parts.  Passive 
motion  attended  with  pain.    Pulse,  110.    Temperature,  99. 

March  19th. — ^Patient  sitting  up.  Passive  motion.  Pulse, 
90.  Temperature,  98. 

March  22d. — One  week  after  the  operation.      Motion 
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without  pain,  but  limited,  owing  to  the  oedematous  condition 
of  surrounding  tissues.  Patient  lefl  the  hospital  and  wen^ 
to  his  home  in  Pennsylvania,  with  every  indication  that  com 
plete  recovery  and  good  motion  would  eventually  be  obtained. 

In  these  old  dislocations  of  the  forearm,  especially  where 
the  displacement  is  considerable,  the  contracted  triceps  offers 
the  chief  muscular  resistance  to  replacement. 

Dixi  Crosby,  of  New  Hampshire,  successfully  replaced 
two  old  luxations  of  this  kind  by  fracturing  the  olecranon. 
This  method  has  also  been  successfully  practised  by  Hamil- 
ton and  others.  Subcutaneous  section  of  the  tendons  of  the 
triceps  seems  to  possess  all  the  merits,  while  it  lacks  some 
of  the  disadvantages  attending  the  fracture  of  the  olecranon. 

Since  the  above  was  written.  Dr.  Miner  informs  me  that 
in  October,  1869,  assisted  by  his  friend  and  colleague,  the 
late  Prof.  Sanford  Eastman,  M.D.,  he  reduced  a  similar  dis- 
location in  the  same  manner.  Dr.  Harrington,  who  also 
assisted  Dr.  Miner  at  that  time,  says  that  the  dislocation  was 
of  nearly  a  year's  standing.  As  no  record  was  made  of  the 
case  at  the  time,  he  is  unable  to  state  positively  how  much 
time  had  elapsed  since  the  injury. 

Dr.  Miner  suggests  that  the  reason  more  cases  of  the 
kind  have  not  been  reported,  is  not  that  such  dislocations 
have  not  been  reduced,  but,  as  in  his  first  case,  no  records 
were  preserved. — Med.  Record. 


Pbov.  G.  S.  Walker,  ^ifter  maDy  years  of  ardaous  labor  as  Professor 
of  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology  and  Dean  of  the  St.  Louis  CoUege  of  Ho- 
moeopathic Physicians  and  Surgeons,  has  retired  from  active  college 
work,  and  Prof.  W.  A.  Edmonds  has  been  unanimously  elected  to  the 
deanship.  The  faculty,  thereupon,  passed  very  complimentary  resolu- 
tions of  sincere  regret,  which  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  pre- 
sented to  the  retiring  professor  and  Dean.  The  college  then  honored 
Itself  by  electing  him  Emeritus  Professor  of  the  same  branches  which 
he  has  taught  with  such  eminent  success. 
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Eaton's  Illustrated  Do^gestic  Pbactics  for  Parents  &  Nurses. 
By  Morton  M.  Eaton,  M.D.,  Cincinnati,  O.  Author  Of  <* Eaton  on 
Diseases  of  Women,''  and  member  of  a  number  of  learned  bodies, 
etc.,  etc.    M.  M.  Eaton,  Jr.,  &  Oo.    703  p.p.  Svo. 

Tliis  is  a  big,  handsemelj  bound  red-covered  book,  which  pleases  the 
eye  at  a  glance.  The  large  type  is  simply  splendid,  so  that  even  '^  the 
old  folks  at  home  *'  (where  it  is  intended  to  go),  can  read  it  without 
hunting  up  their  spectacles.  It  is  written  for  the  better  classes,  and 
hence  deals  with  veiy  many  ailments  x^ot  foupd  in  other  works  of  its 
class;  and  it  takes  the  ground  that  the  more  one  knows  of  himself  the 
more  likely  is  he  to  become  a  homoeopath,  and  the  nearer  he  approaches 
homoBopathy  the  better  will  be  his  health.  It  Is  decidedly  tk  fireside  com- 
panion^ and  one  cannot  take  it  up  for  a  moment's  reading  without  learn- 
ing something  useful  to  himself  or  family.  The  author  describes  and 
treats  1465  different  diseases,  and  accidents,  \^hich  is  certainly  enough 
to  go  around  in  most  families.  Besides  being  exceptionally  full  In  all 
Its  divisions,  its  strong  feature  will  no  doubt  be  its  careful  explanation, 
illustration,  and  treatment  given  to  the  troubles  of  women  during  men«- 
struatlon  and  pregnancy. 

The  book  is  not  labeldB  Homoeopathic,  but  it  is  blazing  all  the  way 
through  with  similia^  and  the  remedies  are  not  in  attenuations  that  wlU 
appal  or  disgust  the  unbeliever  willing  to  believe.  Anatomy,  physiology, 
and  hygiene  are  given  a  proper  place  for  the  intelligent  reader  to  un- 
derstand; and  the  dictionary  of  medical  terms  is  very  apropos,  Enfin^ 
were  we  a  woman,  or  a  nurse,  or  an  invalid,  or  a  pater  famillas,  we 
should  hasten  to  get  possession  of  a  copy  of  Eaton's  Illustrated. 

Monroe's  Materia  Medica  Memorizer.  hy  A.  L.  Monroe,  M.D., 
Danville,  Ky.,  Grad.  of  Hahn.  Med.  Coll.  of-Phila.«  Member  of  Am. 
Inst,  of  Hom.,  etc.  Printed  by  John  P.  Morton  &  Co.,  Louisville, 
Ky.,  1882. 

Here  is  the  very  poetry  of  medidne — the  materia  medica  in  rhyme. 
We  have  often  thought  of  mounting  our  Pegasus  in  the  same  line.  But 
a  Kentucky  genius  has  anticipated  us,  and  with  racehorse  fleetness  has 
distanced  all  entries.  Forty-four  of  our  chief  remedies  are  taken^  and 
their  key  notes— through  ingenious  acrostics  and  the  musical  jingle  of 
)rh3rme— are  so  brought  out  that  the  memory  has  no  difficulty  in  catching 
and  holding  on  to  about  thirty  of  the  key  notes  of  each  drug.  Its  use  is 
unmistakable.  Long  live  the  poet !  To  be  had  at  comer  <A  Bank  and 
Market  Streets,  New  Albany,  Ind.,  or  of  the  author. 
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COtfPARATiYE  Therapeutics.  By  Saml.  Potter,  M.D.  Second  edition. 
Gross  and  Delbridge,  Chicago,  111. 

We  are  delighted  to  see  another  edition  in  so  short  a  time.  It  augurs 
well  for  the  popularity  and  sale  of  this  edition.  There  is  no  change 
except  in  the  cover,  which  Is  now  of  stiff  mublin  with  name  on  the  back, 
po  one  can  tell  it  in  his  library  without  taking  It  down.  We  gave  it  a 
glowing  revicH  on  its  first  appearance,  and  have  nothing  to  take  back. 
**  As  a  muUtim  in  parw>  it  excels  anything  in  our  branch  of  the  prof es- 
si<m.'' — See  our  review  in  Feb.  number,  18S1,  p.  467. 

A  Complete  Minor  Surgery,  including  a  Treatise  on  Venereal  Dis- 
eases. By  E.  C.  Franklin,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the  Univ.  of 
Michigan,  £x-Pres.  of  Am.  Inst,  of  Horn. ;  Author  of  Science  and  Art 
of  Surgery,  Treatise  on  Spinal  Curvature,  etc.  Illustrated.  Chicago, 
Gross  &  Delbridge,  1882.    8vo.  423p.p. 

This  book  has  but  just  reached  us,  after  having  been  reviewed  all 
round  the  journalistic  circle,  and  we  have  seen  but  one  criticism  In  the 
way  of  a  fault,  and  that  was  from  a  London  editor.  tAmong  our  Ameri- 
can wi Iters  Prof.  Franklin  ranks  high,  and  as  an  author  he  has  contri- 
buted his  share  of  the  American  classics.  ?e  has  the  rare  faculty  of 
teaching  others— bpth  from  the  lecture  rostrum  and  In  his  medical  writ- 
ings—how they,  too,  may  become  surgeons.  His  manner  of  Imparting 
is  clear  and  lucid,  and  he  writes  understandlngly.  With  this  book  In 
possession  no  practitioner  will  need  any  other  text  book  on  minor  sur- 
gery. It  is  full  and  complete,  and  every  bandage  and  dressing  and  iur 
Btrument  known  or  used  is  flustrated.  Our  school  Is  beooming  more 
independent  every  year;  and  the  day  is  near  at  hand  when  onr  own 
literatnre  will  eoatain  standard  works  on  all  aui^ical  emergencies  that 
may  arise.  It  also  contains  full  directions  of  how  to  make  post-mortem 
examinations,  for  which  every  doctor  will  thank  him.  It  has  78  pages 
on  Venereal  and  Sexual  Diseases,  which  are  very  apropos  to  the  subject 
in  hand.  If  you  have  no  work  on  minor  sorgery,  you  can  do  no  better 
than  to  purdiase  this,  which  is  fresh  from  the  hands  of  a  master* 
workman. 

Diseases  of  the  Eye.  By  Efenry  C.  Angell,  M.D.  Sixth  edition.  93.00. 
Boerlcke  Tafel,  1882. 

Tl^s  handsome  book  In  green  has  gone  through  six  editions  in  twelve 
years,  because  every  body  wants  it  and  will  have  It.  Oculists  ^ant  some- 
thing else,  bat  this  Is  for  the  million,  and  shows  how  nicely  we  can  get 
along  in  a  great  majority  of  eye  cases  when  beyond  the  reach  of  special- 
ists who  fatten  and  prosper  on  our  ignorance.  Angelas  book,  though 
scholarly  and  scientific.  Is,  at  the  same  time,  plain,  practical  and  simple, 
and  written  especially  for  students  and  practitioners,  all  of  whom  when 
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meeting  in  their  practice  the  more  common  ophthalmic  or  ocular  dis- 
eases, may  rely  with  confidence  on  his  ipse  dixit. 

The  Opium  Habit  :  Its  successful  Treatment  by  the  Avena  SatiTa.  A 
Paper  read  before  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  Feb.  9, 1882, 
By  E.  H.  M.  Sell.  A.M.^  M.D.  Reprint  from  Medical  Gazette^  April 
22, 1872.    Birmingham  &  Co.,  Mew  York. 

Avena  Sativais  our  common  oacs—a  concentrated  tincture;  4  to  30 
drops  as  often  as  the  morphine  has  been  taken  will  in  time  certainly 
work  a  cure.    So  says  the  author.    Try  it,  an^  let  us  hear  from  you. 

Illustrations  on  Dissections,  by  Geo.  Viner  Ellis,  Prof,  of  Anatomy 
in  Univ.  College,  London,  and  G.  H.  Ford,  Esq.    Vols.  1  and  2. 
Second  edition.    William  Wood  A  Co.,  New  York. 
These  beautiful  plates  are  most  admirable  in  detail  and  finish,  and 
well  worthy  of  the  great  house  that  reprints  them  so  that  they  can  be 
in  the  hands  of  every  physician.     They  consist  of  a  series  of  original 
colored  plates — the  size  of  life— representing  the  dissection  of  the  hu- 
man body,  ifhe  drawings  are  from  nature,  by  Mr.  Ford,  from'dissections 
by  Prof.  Ellis,  reduced  on  a  uniform  scale,  and  reproduced  in  fac-simile 
expressly  for  Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Medical  Authors.    They  are 
the  January  and  February  numbers  of  the  series  of  1882,  and  as  a  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  we  take  pleasure  in  attesting  to  their  accuracy,  as 
seen  every  session  in  our  demonstrations. 

(lECTURES  on  Diseases  of  Children.  By  Dr.  Edward  Henoch,  Di- 
rector of  the  Clinic  and  Poly-clinic  for  Diseases  of  Children  in  the 
Boyal  Charite ;  and  Prof,  in  the  University  of  Berlin. 

This  is  the  March  number  of  Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Medical 
Authors  for  .1882,  and  its  appearance  is  up  to  the  standard.  We  have 
seen  many  works  on  diseases  of  children  by  English  and  French  authors 
but  this  is  our  first  from  the  Vaterland;  and  judging  from  the  diseases 
treated  of  here,  German  cliildren  are  very  like  the  rest  of  the  world  in 
their  ailments.  The  author  divides  his  book  into  ten  chapters,  beginning 
with  the  diseases  of  the  new-born,  and  ending  with  skin  diseases.  It  is 
not  an  exhaustive  work,  but  contains  almost  exclusively  the  personal 
experience  of  the  author  collected  during  a  practice  of  thirty-seven  years 
of  dispensary  service  in  the  field  of  diseases  of  children  in  the  Royal 
Charite,  and  is  therefore  valuable  for  reference.  Of  the  49  formulas 
given  there  is  a  noticable  approach  towards  the  single  remedy  and  the 
small  dose.  None  of  the  formulas  contain  more  than  two  drugs,  and  25 
only  one— more  than  50  per  cent.  Let  us  swing  our  hat  for  the  Berlin 
Doctor.    He  is  on  the  right  road  to  scientific  therapeutics. 
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REMOYBD.^Dr.  J.  C.  Gammings  has  removed  his  office  and  residence 
to  3514  Olive  street. 

Dr.  John  Deetrick  from  Petrolia,  Pa.,  to  Toungstowu,  O. 
Dr.  J.  Tyler  Kent  to  2409  Washington  Avenue. 

Died.— We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  O. 
Burgher,  of  Pittsburg. 

Married.— Dr.  Ernest  Crutcher,  of  Louisiana,  Mo.,  to  Miss  Kate 
V.  Morrow,  of  Summit  Point,  Jefferson  Co.,  Ya.  No  cards.  Our  edi- 
torial congratulations! 

• 

Dr.  6.  S.  Walker  has  been  elected  President  of  St.  Louis  Medical  So- 
ciety for  the  ensuing  six  months.  '  : 
Dr.  S.  B.  Parsons  is  Vice-Presideiit. 

^'  Your  Review  is  Just  as  good  as  ever,  and  a  little  more  so.'*^ 
Eugene  A.  Ouilbert,  M.D. 

Dr.De  Gailhol  has  been  very  sick,  but  we  are  glad  to  know  that  he  is 
restored  to  health,  also  to  his  literary  work  and  practice. 

Boston  Doiivgs.— Our  Boston  Doctors  are  moving  with  a  petition 
of  6000  citizens,  from  45  towns,  towards  an  Insane  Asylum! 

American  Institute,  June  13— Indianapolis. 
Western  Academy,  June  20—Eansas  City. 

ICissouri  Institute  adjourned  at  St.  Joseph  to  meet  in  Kansas  City, 
June  21st. 

Dr.  Eugene  A.  Guilbert,  of  McOregor,  Iowa,  holds  the  following 
honorable  appointments:  U.  S.  Examining  Surgeon  (Pensions) ;  Health 
Physician,  Mendon  Township;  Medical  Examiner,  A.O.U.W.;  Medical 
Examiner  Y.A.S.  The  town  has  an  examining  board  of  three— two  old 
school  and  one  homoeopath.  Another  St.  Louis  graduate  heard  from. 
Who^s  the  next  lucky  man?  fie  was  one  of  our  gold  prize-medal  grad- 
uates of  1881,  and  class  valedictorian.  Of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
Homoeopathy ! 

Professor  J.  W.  Dowling,  after  a  series  of  twelve  years  as  Registrar 
and  Dean  of  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  College,  has  retired  from  the 
Deanship  on  account  of  the  arduous  duties  connected  with  his  private 
practice.  The  faculty  and  trustees,  on  accepting  his  resignation,  passed 
very  complimentary  resolutions,  which  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
presented  to  the  retiring  Dean,  as  a  token  of  their  continued  friendship, 
and  appreciation  of  his  many  years  of  labor  in  behalf  of  the  College. 
Prof.  Dowling  was  elected  President  of  the  Faculty,  and  retains  his 
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chair  of  Professor  of  Physical  Diagnosis  and  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 
Lungs.    Prof.  Allen  was  unanimously  elected  Dean. 

Kansas  State  Medical  Society  held  its  fourteenth  annual  meet- 
ing at  Wyandotte,  May  3rd,  and  had  a  fine  attendance,  i  The  citizens 
gave  them  a  reception,  and  an  eloquent  address  was  given  by  the  Pres., 
Dr.  Henry  W.  Boby,  of  Topeka.  Officers  elect  for  neart;  year :  President, 
H.  W.  Gilley;  Vice-President,  A.  P.  Forster;  Recording  Secretary,  C. 
H.  Hallo  well;  Corresponding  Secretary,  S.  A.  NewhaJl;  Treasurer,  Q. 
H.  T.  Johnson;  Board  of  Censors,  J.  J.  Edic,  F.  Klemp,  P.  Diedrich; 
Committee  on  Necrology  (appointed  by  the  chair),  G.  H.  T.  Johnson, 
H.  W.  Gilley,  J.  J.  Edic.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Emporia, 
Kansas,  pn  the  first  W  ednesday  in  May,  in  1883. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted  by  a  unanimous 
vote: 

Whereas,  After  serving  for  five  years  as  Secretary  of  the  Homoeopathic 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  Dr.  J.  H.  Moseley  has  resolved 
to  remove  from  our  midst;  the  members  of  the  said  society  hereby 

Beeolvej  That  our  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Moseley  for  the  faithful  and 
able  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office;  and 
while  we  part  with  him  with  sincere  regret  we  would  commend  him  to 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community  to  which  he  intends  trans- 
ferringhis  field  of  practice.    O.  H.  Hallowibll,  Recording  Secretary. 

A  private  letter  from  Prof.  Franklin,  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
contains  the  following:  *'ln  the  last  monih  I  have  removed  eight 
tumors,  one  a  cystic  sarcoma,  weighing '  fully  fifteen  pounds,  in  seven- 
and-a-half  minutes,  two  cases  of  ruptured  perineum;  two  cases 
of  external  urethrotomy;  one  case  of  atresia  vagina;  one  ease  of 
talipes  varus  et  equinus;  one  case  of  enterotoniy  from  strangulated 
hernia;  one  case  of  necrosis  of  external  lamina  of  the  skull;  two 
cases  of  skin  grafting  for  cicatricial  ulcer,  following  burn;  one 
case  of  stone  in  the  bladder,  lateral  method;  one  case  of  cancer  of  rec- 
tum; one  case  dyslalia  acupuncturation;  three  cases  of  abscess  byhy* 
perdistention;  one  case  hare-lip,— Murault's  method;  one  case  neuroma 
of  metatarsal  bone  of  small  toe,  removal ;  one  case  hyper-plasia  of  neck 
of  uterus;  one  case  paracentisis  abdominalis;  one  case  ulcerated  os 
uteri;  one  inverted  toe-nail,  removal;  besides  several  other  operations  of 
smaller  grade.    Hospital  full,  and  thirteen  patients  boarded  out-side.'* 

Many  of  Dr.  Franklin^s  friends  and  old  patrons  think  the  time  has 
arrived  when  he  should  return  to  his  old  field,  especially  as  both  the  old 
school  colleges  have  lost  their  surgeons,  one  by  removal,  and  the  other 
by  death.  He  was  only  loaned  to  Michigan  by  St.  Louis  in  an  hour 
when  an  emergency  had  to  be  met,  and  the  time  has  come  to  return 
the  goods. 
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President  G.  S.  Walker  in  the  Chair. 


Makch  27,  1882. 
Dr.  T.  G.  Coinstock  read  the  paper  of  the  evening  upon 
Uterine  Catarrh,  an  affection  which  the  p/'actitioner  meets 
with  almost  daily,  under  the  name  of  leucorrhea,  but  the  seat 
*of  the  affection  is  in  the  lining  membrane  of  the  womb,  it  be- 
ing in  the  majority  of  cases,  as  claimed  by  the  essayist,  a 
chronic  endometritis,  or  a  chronic  endocervicitis. 

UTEBINE  CATABBH. 


Gentlemen:  I  have  been  requested  to  say  a  few  words  upon 
some  subject  connected  with  gynecological  practice.  I  will 
commence  by  calling  to  your  memory  that  Hippocrates  said: 
"  Propter  solum  uterum,  mulier  id  est  quod  est;"  and  Von 
Helmont  added:  '^Propter  solum  uterum,  mulier  tota  morbus 
est." 

These  aphorisms  were  spoken  by  men  who  were  close  ob- 
servers of  nature,  and  who  were  experienced'  in  diseases  of 
women.  I  need  not  apologize  to  you  for  making  these  familiar 
quotations,  but  the  experience  of  Hippocrates,  made  four  cen- 
turies before  the  birth  of  Christ,  is  in  the  light  of  modern  in- 
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vestigations  worthy  of  your  attention,  and  will  be  foand  to 
g^ve  important  hints  in  diagnosis.  If  any  iriedical  man  thinks 
of  practicing  as  a  gynecologist,  by  taking  cognizance  of  the 
objective  symptoms  only,  he  will  not,  he  cannot  succeed.  It 
is  true  you  must  accurately  note  the  subjective  symptoms,  as 
well  as  the  objective;  but  it  is  your  duty  when  you  come  to 
prescribe  for  any  patient  to  first  (if  possible)  find  out  "  what 
is  the  matter,"  then  you  can  make  up  your  mind,  rationally, 
upon  what  plan  you  shall  treat  the  case,  and  what  your  reme- 
dies shall  be.  In  gynecological  practice  you  must  combine  a 
"  suaviter  in  modo "  with  a  "  fortiter  in  re  ; "  suaviter  in 
modo  in  carefully,  intelligently  and  patiently  making  your 
examination  of  the  patient,  and  to  do  this  you  will  very  fre- 
quently be  necessitated  to  make  a  physical  examination.  Tou 
must  first  gain  the  consent  of  the  patient,  and  to  succeed  in 
this  you  will  not  unfrequently  be  required  to  act  in  a  manner 
fortiter  in  re. 

A  few  years  ago  there  was  quite  a  number  of  old  fossils  in 
the  profession,  who  opposed  physical  examinations  in  fe- 
male diseases.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  a  good  many  pro- 
fessed homoeopathists  took  this  shoot — some  of  them  did  not 
stop  with  objections  to  the  speculum,  but  opposed  the  ther- 
mometer, and  even  shrugged  their  shoulders  against  the  stethe- 
scope,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  that  we  have  lived  this  down.  Thus 
far,  I  presume  that  all  who  are  present  will  agree  with  me  that 
physical  examinations  are  required  in  uterine  diseases. 

To  make  such  an  examination  (if  you  have  no  gynecological 
chair)  you  must  place  your  patient  upon  an  ordinary  dining 
table;  let  her  lie  on  the  left  side,  with  her  knees  drawn  up 
to  the  abdomen,  and  use  Sims'  speculum,  which  simply  re- 
tracts the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina  and  the  perineum.  In 
using  Sims'  speculum,  you  will  require  an  assistant;  but  if 
you  will  use  Eric's  speculum,  which  I  show  you,  you  may  dis- 
pense with  an  assistant,  and  conduct  the  examination  alone, 
and  with  either  one  of  these  instruments   the  cervix  and  os 
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may  be  very  easily  exposed  to  view.  If  you  do  not  use  Sims' 
instrument,  then  place  your  patient  upon  her  back,  using 
either  the  Wilson  or  Archer^s  gynecological  chair,  and  use 
Higbee's  instrument,  which  is  one  of  the  best  it  being  a  mod- 
ification and  improvement  of  Cnzco's. 

Before  using  any  instrument  you  should  make  a  digital  ex- 
amination, and  notice  the  capacity  of  the  vagina  and  its  tem- 
perature.   You  should  be  aware  of  the  contour  of  the  vaginal 
portion  in  a  virgin,  in  contradistinction  to  that  of  a  parous 
woman.     You  must  make   yourself   cognizant  of  the  size 
and  form  of  the  cervix  and  os — is  the  cervix  enlarged,  or  is  the 
OS  enlarged?  is  it  open,  that  is,  patulous,  or  normally  closed? 
is  there  any  eversion  of  the  lips,  and  if  so,  is  there  not  lacera- 
tion? and  if  there  is  a  laceration,  is  the  laceration  antero-pos- 
terior,  or  is  it  lateral?  is  it  a  single  laceration,  or  is  it  stellat- 
ed?   You  should  now  introduce  the  uterine  sound,  and  meas- 
ure the  uterine  canal ;  if  you  find  the  canal  to  be  lengthened 
you  have  very  probably  not  only  an  enlarged  uterus,  but  most 
likely  subinvolution.     Before  finishing  your  digital  examina- 
tion, see  if  you  remark  any  tenderness  in  the  roof  of  the  vag- 
ina, and  just  where  this  tenderness  is.     If  you  find  an  unusual 
sensitiveness  there,  you  may  think  of  cellulitis  or  parametri- 
tis.   By  pressing  well   against  the  roof  the  vagina,  right  or 
left,  you  may  possibly  detect  a  prolapsed  ovary.    You  must 
notice  if  the   walls  of  the  vagina  are   not   prolapsed;  you 
should  also  see  if  no  abnormal   conditions   of  the  bladder 
exist.    You  may  have    a  vesicocele,    or    a    recto-cystocele. 
Keep  all  these  facts  and  conditions  in  mind,  and  remember 
just  what  you  have  found;  then  you  may  introduce  the  spec- 
ulum, and  bring  the  cervix  between  the  blades.    You  can  now 
accurately  inspect  the  cervix  which  is  exposed  to  view.     Ob- 
serve if  there  is  any  leucorrhoeal  secretion,  and  proceed  to 
clean  the  cervix  with  cotton  within  the  dressing-forceps;  if 
you  have  already  found  the  uterine  canal  lengthened,  that  is, 
if  it  measures  over  two  and  one-half  inches,  it  shows  enlarge- 
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ment  of  -the  nteras,  which  may  result  from  coDgestion  or  eub- 
involution.  If  your  patient  is  a  parous  woman,  has  borne 
children,  it  may  be  that  the  uterus  has  never  returned  to 
its  proper  size  since  her  last  labor,  and  your  diagnosis  of  the 
case  begins  to  be  clear:  you  have  a  case  of  subinvolution.  If 
there  is  any  laceration  of  the  cervix,  then  with  laceration 
there  will  be  more  or  less  eversion,  or  a  rolling  outward  of 
the  lips  of  the  cervix,  and  this  will  tend  to  keep  up  this 
condition  of  subinvolution.  If  you  have  this  incomplete  in- 
volution with  leucorrhoea,  you  will  probably  have  a  chronic 
catarrh  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  whole  uterus,  and  thus 
you  will  have  an  endometritis.  Endometritis  may  be  partial, 
that  is,  affect  only  the  cervical  portion  of  the  uterus,  or  it  may  af- 
fect the  whole  cavity  or  endometrium,  and  then  we  shall  have 
corporeal  endometritis,  which  is  commonly  associated  with 
uterine  catarrh.  You  will  often  be  consulted  by  not  only 
married  women,  but  not  unfrequently  by  virgins  for  uterine 
catarrh.  They  come  with  the  following  complaints:  For 
weeks,and  months  (sometimes  years)  they  have  suffered  from 
nervousness,  tired  feelings,  low  spirits,  pain  in  the  back,  bear- 
ing-down pains,  leucorrhoea,  sometimes  slight,  again  profuse; 
with  these  symptoms  they  often  have  menstrual  irregularities, 
constipation,  headache,  derangements  of  digestion  and  loss  of 
appetite,  and  with  these  ailments  and  such  symptoms  they  seek 
the  physician's  advice.  In  these  cases,  if  yon  regard  the 
subjective  symptoms  alone  and  give  them  a  remedy  agreeably 
to  some  "  key-note,"  you  may  sometimes  succeed  in  relieving 
them  if  these  symptoms  have  existed  for  a  comparatively 
short  time;  but  you  will  often  fail.  What,  then,  must  you 
do?  Such  patients  are  at  first  averse  to  being  exposed  to 
local  treatment,  but  after  trying  remedies  a  few  days,  and  not 
finding  relief,  they  will  gladly  be  willing  to  submit  to  a  phys- 
ical examination  and  local  treatment. 

When  you  come  to  examine  them,  you  will  generally  find,  if 
they  have  catarrh  of  the  womb,  the  following  physical  appear- 
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ances :  Vagina  flaccid,  irritated  and  tender,  frequently  a  flaccid 
condition  of  its  walls,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cervix 
reddened  and  eroded,  the  os  patulous  and  casting  out  a  vescid  se- 
cretion, not  unfrequently  on  the  whole  os  and  for  a  radius  of  an 
inch  around  it  you  will  find  bloody  granulations.  Upon  intro- 
ducing the  sound  you  find  the  measurement  of  the  canal  in- 
creased, and  with  bi-manual  touch  you  will  find  the  uterus 
more  or  less  abnormally  tender.  This  case  is  a  type  of  the 
cases  that  will  come  to  you  for  treatment,  almost  daily,  if  you 
have  a  gynecological  practice.  I  now  propose  to  tell  you  my 
peculiar  treatment  for  such  cases: 

After  clearing  away  all  the  discharges  which  appear  in  the 
vagina,  I  introduce  the  smallest  sound  to  the  fundus,  and  then 
a  swab,  or  applicator  wrapped  with  borated  cotton,  which  I 
let  glide  along  by  the  sound  as  a  guide,  until  it  reaches  the 
fundus.  I  now  withdraw  the  sound  and  proceed  to  clean  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  whole  womb;  this  done,  I  withdraw 
the  applicator,  and  immediately  introduce  another  appli^tor 
freshly  wrapped  with  cotton,  dipped  in  either  a  Squibb's  creo-  * 
8ote-ta/r^  or  carbolic  acid  and  glycerine.  This  I  carry  boldly 
but  very  gently  to  the  fundus,  rotate  it,  and  leave  it  in  for  a  mo- 
ment and  then  withdraw  it,  being  especially  careful  not  to 
waste  any  in  the  vagina^  or  touch  the  walls  of  the  vagina  any- 
where with  it.  In  some  cases,  at  the  first  sitting,  it  is  my  custom 
to  introduce  it  only  within  the  cervical  portion  of  the  ca>nal^ 
and  gradually  try  or  test  the  tolerance  of  the  uterine  lining 
membrane  to  the  acid.  Frequently,  if  you  cure  the  inflamma- 
tion of  the  cervical  portion  of  the  canal,  the  inflammation  of 
the  body  of  the  womb  will  rapidly  subside. 

It  is  the  custom  of  some  gynecologists  to  inject  or  drench 
the  cervix  with  very  warm  water  or  carbolized  water  after 
such  applications,  but  I  do  not  often  do  it;  however,  I  always 
clean  out  the  vagina  after  such  applications  with  cotton  in  the 
blades  of  the  dressing  forceps;  then  I  introduce  a  tampon, 
using  marine  Untj  saturated  with  glycerine^  and  dismiss  the 


126  The  St.  Louis  CUmoal  JSeview. 

patient,  recommending  her  the  next  morning  to  remove  the 
tampon  and  then  use  an  injection  of  hot  water  (98®);  and  af- 
ter it  to  introduce  herself  a  new  tampon  with  the  glycerine. 
This  treatment  is  perfectly  safe,  and  yet  you  must  carefully 
guard  against  accidents.     In  bad  cases  I  repeat  these  intra- 
uterine applications  twice  a  week,  and  in  other  caseb  once 
weekly.     There  are  a  variety  of  other  applications  that  may 
be    used    in    these    cases  when  they  are  obstinate,  such  as 
Churchill's  tincture  ot iodine,  chrorrdc  acid  in  solution,  one  to 
ten  of  water,  pyroligneoue  add,  glacial  acetic  acid,  nitric  acid, 
bromine  in  solution,  one  to  ten   of  alcohol/  also,  in  not  a  few 
cases,  iodoform  in  pencils.    These  pencils  are  prepared  by 
Dr.  C.  L.  Mitchell,  cor.  Race  and  9th  Sts.,  Philadelphia,  and 
are  the  best  I  have  ever  used.     Recently  I  have  treated  some 
cases  by  insufflation,  blowing  into  the  uterine  cavity,  by  means 
of  an  intra-uterine  canula,  iodoform  in  powder,  finely  pow- 
dered borax,  tannic  acid,  and  occasionally  sulphate  of  zinc, 
also  powdered.    This  treatment  I  use  most  successfully  in  na- 
sal catarrh,  and  it  occured  to  me  that  the  same  thing  might  be 
applicable  for  uterine  catarrh,  and  the  few  trials  I  have  made 
thus  far  are  decidedly  favorable.     This  whole  treatment  re- 
quires great  patience,  and  often  a  cure  cannot  be  eftected  un- 
der six  months  or  more.     I  recently  treated  a  case  of  uterine 
catarrh  (endoceryicitis)  in  a  young  girl  14  years  old.     She 
had  a  profuse  discharge  with  a  very  bad  odor.     I  used  here 
intra-uterine  treatment  of  creosote-tar,  and  required  her  to 
take  daily  vaginal  injections  of  listervne  diluted  with  water, 
and  gave  a^piol  internally.    All  of  this  treatment  which  I 
have  mentioned  in  detail  may  in  some  cases  be  foimd  insuf- 
ficient to  effect  a  complete  cure  of  the  uterine  catarrh,  and 
then  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  curette  the  whole  endome- 
trium.   This  is  an  operation  a  little  painful,  but  yet  perfectly 
safe  if  the>  practitioner  is  skilled,  has  good  common  sense  a9d 
tact.    Where  this  operation  is  required  you  will  find  the  villi 
of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  womb  covered  with  vegetations, 
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and  when  such  is  the  case  the  patient  will  have  bloody  dis- 
charges, even  running  into  menorrhagia.  I  know  of  no  rem- 
edy so  effectnal  or  proceeding  so  safe  in  such  cases  as  to  cu- 
rette the  whole  endometrium.  Sometimes  in  endometritis 
the  complaint  becomes  chronic  and  refractory  from  the  exist- 
ence of  some  little  growths  or  vegetations,  and  then  it  may 
run  into  a  fungous  endometritis.  This  is  the  result  of  a  pro- 
fuse shedding  of  the  superficial  layers  of  the  lining  membrane 
of  the  womb,  so  that  even  irregular  proliferation  of  villous  or 
polypoid  tissue  develops,  which  may  be  caused  by  small  pieces 
of  the  placenta  having  been  left  in  the  womb,  which  become 
partially  organized.  Indeed,  pieces  of  the  placenta  left  back 
in  the  womb  (e.  g.,  after  incomplete  abortions)  may  be  a  nu- 
cleus for  a  fibroid  growth.  To  remove  these  fungoid  villi^ 
nothing  is  better  than  the  wire  or  blunt  curette,  and  the  uterine 
cavity  must  be  patulous  enough  to  introduce  the  curette. 
When  this  condition  of  the  womb  has  degenerated  into  a  can- 
cer, and  these  villi  have  become  fungus,  it  may  be  necessary 
then  to  resort  to  the  sharp  curette,  as  particularly  *ad vised  by 
Dr.  Sims. 

In  some  cases  you  will  find  after  all  of  the  above  treatment 
that  tBe  catarrh  will  not  yield;  you  may  have  reason  to  sus- 
pect some  latent  malignant  condition  as  existing,  and  then  it 
may  be  necessary  to  do  something  else.  I  have  not  spoken  of 
intra-uterine  injections,  as  they  are  practically  abandoned  by 
the  best  gynecological  authorities  in  this  country,  but  they 
are  still  in  vogue  in  Europe.  Twenty  years  ago  I  have  seen 
them  used  in  the  hospital  wards  of  Dr.  Von  Barensprung,  in 
Berlin,  and  also  by  the  celebrated  Prof.  Sigmond,  in  the  Vi- 
enna Hospital.  It  is  only  in  exceptional  cases  that  they  can 
be  resorted  to,  and  then  only  by  experts  in  emergencies,  such  as 
dangerous  flooding,  where  the  uterine  cavity  is  greatly  en- 
larged; but  the  tam/ponade  of  the  uterine  cavity  is  a  proceed- 
ing which  I  often  employ  in  cases  that  do  not  get  well,  when 
other  means  fail.    The  uterine  cavity  should    be  capacious 
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enough  to  easily  introduce  a  good-sized  probe;  then  an  appli- 
cator, armed  with  a  slide,  is  taken  and  wrapped  rather  loosely 
with  absorbent  cotton  for  a  length  of  two  and  one-half  inches; 
this  is  then  dipped  into  Churchill's  tincture  of  iodine^  the 
applicator  with  the  cotton  is  introduced  to  the  fundus,  and  by 
means  of  the  slide  the  cotton  is  pushed  off;  the  applicator  is 
carefully  withdrawn,  and  the  cotton  allowed  to  remain  in 
situ,  along  the  track  of  the  whole  uterine  cavity.  This 
I  have  often  done  at  my  office,  and  have  fortunately  never  had 
any  ill  effects,  such  as  a  collapse,  or  any  great  reaction  from 
it;  but  I  have  as  a  rule  almost  always  noticed  its  alterative 
action  upon  the  mucous  tissues  of  the  uterine  cavity  to  be  sal- 
utary. 

In  some  cases  of  dangerous  menorrhagia,  intra-uterine  tam- 
pons thus  introduced  saturated  with  ^typtics^  c.  g.,  t(inm,vn^ 
pure  vinegar^  solution  of  alum,  or  what  is  perhaps  best  of 
all  phenol-eodiqiie  (Boboeufs  French  preparation),  will  at 
once  act  as  hemostatics.  One  other  preparation  I  often  use^ 
especially  'in  ulcerative  conditions  of  the  os,  and  that  is  the 
glycerole  of  tannic  acid,  a  most  useful  dressing  for  ill-condi- 
tioned suppurating  surfaces.  I  have  thus  given  you  a  short 
statement  of  some  of  the  means  which  I  employ  daily  in  both 
office  practice  and  private  practice;  and  I  may  add  that  some 
years  ago  I  would  not  consent  to  make  these  applications  ex- 
cept where  the  patient  was  at  home,  and  in  her  own  apart- 
ment, under  the  care  of  a  trained  nurse;  it  is  my  experience 
now  that  the  gynecologist  must  be  very  cautious  and  exer- 
cise his  judgment  most  carefully  regarding  the  tolerance  of 
his  patient;  but  I  do  not  find  these  applications  at  all  danger- 
ous when  applied  at  the  office  of  the  practitioner.  It  is,  how- 
ever, in  the  long  run  perhaps  safer  to  make  all  such  operations 
at  the  private  house  ^of  the  patient,  leaving  her  in  the  care  of 
some  reliable  nurse  or  assistant;  and,  finally.  Dr.  Emmet 
says:  ^'  Success  in  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  women  lies 
wholly  in  attention  to  minute  details;"  and  Dr.  Henry  Savage, 
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of  London,  says:  "No  surgical  proceeding  whatever,  touch- 
ing any  part  of  the  uterine  system,  should  be  unattended  by 
the  precautions  observed  in  operations  of  a  grave  character 
there  or  elsewhere;  in  certain  states  of  the  general  system  un- 
foreshadowed  by  any  recognizable  peculiarity,  the  most  trivial 
operation  has  been  followed  by  fatal  peritonitis." 

Dr.  Comstock  then  gave  from  memory  the  details  of  a  case 
of  dysmenorrhoea  in  a  young  woman  20  years  of  age,  recently 
married.  The  points  in  the  case  which  he  called  attention  to 
were:  1.  He  insisted  upon  the  serious  nature  of  dysmenor- 
rhoea, and  remarked  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  refractory 
ailments  that  comes  under  the  notice  of  the  gynecologist.  2. 
That  of  all  varieties  of  the  disease,  the  neuralgic,  sympto- 
matic, congestive,  mechanical,  obstructive,  membranous  or 
ovarian,  the  last  two  named  were  the  worst.  3.  He  stated  that 
as  a  rule  women  affected  with  dysmenorrhoea  are  sterile, 
and  when  a  woman  has  thirty  years  of  her  life  to  pass 
and  must  have  a  return  of  her  monthlies  every  twenty- 
eight  days,  he  made  the  following  statements  and  calcula- 
tions: Such  women  are  frequently  sick  and  in  pain  for  five 
days  in  the  month,  and  the  sickness  coming  at  the  end  of  every 
lunar  month,  she  will  have  her  "  period  "  13  times  annually. 
She  will  menstruate  for  30  yeafs;  multiply  this  by  13  equals 
390,  the  whole  number  of  times  she  will  have  her  sickness; 
and  for  5  days  of  pain,  as  some  women  have,  gives  390,  mul- 
tiplied by  6  equals  1950,  or  if  they  suffer  only  three  days  in 
the  month,  gives  390,  multiplied  by  3  equals  1170.  Any  dis- 
ease which  requires  a  poor  woman  to  suffer  1170  days  is  cer- 
tainly worthy  the  attention  of  the  practitioner.  In  the  case 
reported.  Dr.  Comstock  found  by  an  examination  a  slight 
retroversion  and  falling  of  the  uterus;  the  fundus  of  the 
uterus  could  not  be  reached  at  first  by  the  sound,  and  after 
using  the  dilator  and  stretching  the  canal,  which  he  did  with 
the  assistance  of  ether^  he  succeeded  after  three  several  trials 
at  different  periods  in  introducing  a  sound  (bent  at  its  extrem- 
ity) to  the  fundus. 
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He  made  several  applications  of  electricity  (Faradization) 
twice  a  week ;  applied  a  ring  pessary,  ordered  hot  do  aches  daily, 
gave  tine,  gelsem.  for  the  pains  with  no  relief,  subsequently 
hellad.  as  before,  then  he  ordered  oodevne,  gr.  ^,  repeated 
every  half  hour  until  the  pains  were  alleviated.  This  last 
usually  gave  relief.  Another  remedy,  vibtimum,  was  given 
without  doing  much  good.  This  treatment  was  followed  for 
some  weeks,  the  Faradization  being  applied  for  some  eight 
minutes,  an  electrode,  the  negative  pole,  being  introduced 
within  the  uterus,  and  the  positive  pole  placed  on  the  abdomen 
over  the  region  of  the  fundus.  After  the  applications  of  electric- 
ity a  tampon  o{ glycerine  was  introduced,  and  at  the  end  of  four 
weeks  the  pessary  was  removed.  The  other  treatment  was 
continued  for  two  months,  and  as  a  result  she  has  subse- 
quently passed  two  menstrual  periods  almost  painless.  Pla- 
tina  was  the  constitutional  remedy  given  for  it,  1  powder  twice 
daily,  and  for  nervousness  ignatia  or  vthumum.  Dr.  Comstock 
stated  that  marriage  as  a  remedy  for  dysmenorrhoea  was  of 
doubtful  expediency,  as  conception  was  not  sure  to  follow.  Ex- 
perience proves  that  in  not  a  few  cases  of  dysmenorrhoea  is  ag- 
gravated by  marriage.  He  said  that  it  was  his  custom  occa- 
sionally to  introduce  a  tupelo  tent  just  before  the  advent  of  the 
menses.  He  had  seen  this  followed  by  relief.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  use  of  intra-uterine  stem  pessaries;  never  em- 
ployed them,  and  had  known  them  to  do  harm  in  the  practice 
of  others. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Oummtngs. — After  the  introduction  of  the  cotton  within 
the  uterus,  how  do  you  effect  its  removal?  Will  it  do  no  in- 
jury when  left  there? 

Dr.  Comstock. — It  comes  away  of  itself;  it  will  be  cast  off 
by  the  muscular  contraction  of  the  uterus,  and  this  may  occur 
generally  within  from  20  to  30  hours  after  its  introduction. 
A  woman  of  60  years  has  suffered  for  a  long  time  with  pain 
in  passing  water.    Some  doctor  had  removed  some  excrescen- 


Dterme  Catarrh.  ♦  181 

ces  from  the  mouth  of  the  urethra,  and  when  she  came  to  me 
I  found  some  more  within  it.  I  pulled  them  out  and  applied 
pure  carbolic  acid  to  their  bases,  and  have  repeated  the  oper- 
ation once  or  twice  since,  using  different  applications.  The 
operations  relieve  for  a  time,  but  do  not  permanently.  Once  * 
I  had  to  use  a  catheter  afterwards,  and  once  there  was  quite 
profuse  hemorrhage.  Last  Friday  I  operated  the  last  time, 
and  found  the  urethra  full  of  granular  growth.  I  never  heard 
of  such  a  case  before,  but  I  find  such  mentioned  by  some  of 
the  old  authors.  Scanzoni  recommends  the  treatment  I  have 
followed.  The  woman  complains  of  a  sensation  as  if  little 
wires  were  sticking  in  the  part,  and  I  expect  that  the  case 
will  prove  to  be  cancerous.  She  has  endured  the  operations 
wonderfully  well. 

Dr.  QuNDELAOH.-^The  manner  of  making  examinations  and 
applications  that  the  essayist  has  described  to  us,  certainly 
cannot  be  criticised.  If  he  had  entered  a  little  more  fully 
upon  the  field  of  therapeutics — that  is,  the  internal  remedies 
to  be  employed  in  the  cases  he  has  described,  I  might  have 
had  something  to  say. 

Db.  Valentine. — If  there  is  anything  that  annoys  *me,  it  is 
to  prescribe  for  a  case  of  dysmenorrhcea.     I   do  not  make  an 
examination  once  in  500  times;  the  women  will  not  submit  to  . 
it.    I  would  like  to  know  where  we  are  to  limit  dysmenor- 
rhcBa.    There  is  not  one  woman  in  ten  who  does  not  have 
headache,  backache  or  some  other  trouble  with  her  menstrua- 
tion.   Are  we  to  call  all  these  cases  dysmenorrhcsa?  or  are 
we  to  confine  the  term  to  the  severe  cases,  many  of  whom 
A       dread  their  monthly  periods  as  much  as  they  do  childbirth. 
1^      But  limit  the  disease  where  we  will,  the  question  is  how  to 
•        treat  it.     To-night  I  saw  a  girl  of  17,  who  had  a  chill  on 
Wednesday,  and  took  some  pills.    This  afternoon  she  began 
■  flooding,  and  is  now  pretty  well  exsanguinated,  but  has  to  sit 
up  in  bed  by  reason  of  pain  in  the  epigastrium.     She  says 
she  has  had   backache  for  many  months.    They  nearly  all 
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have  lame  backe  if  there  is  uterine  trouble.  There  is  nerv- 
ous connection  with  the  back,  and  with  the  stomach  too,  so 
that  uterine  complaints  are  very  apt  to  affect  that  as  well. 
Some  have  constipation  and  hemmorrhoids.  It  would  grati- 
fy me  to  know  how  to  treat  the  varying  cases  satisfactorily. 
CauLopyllum  has  been  my  best  remedy  for  relief  of  pain. 
But  the  cases  cannot  be  clearly  diagnosed  without  examina- 
tion. In  many  cases,  especially  in  virgins,  the  pain  is.  a  sort 
of  tenesmus,  and  mechanical  means  of  relief  are  required. 
To  the  girl  that  I  saw  to-night  I  gave  kamamelis  with  caul- 
opyllurrh. 

Dr.  Pabsons. — Cases  of  membranous  dysmenorrhoea  are 
especially  troublesome,  and  I  have  never  cured  but  one  case. 
That  I  cured  by  means  of  the  curette,  but  I  have  tried  it  in 
two  or  three  cases  since  and  failed.  I.  have  tried  iodine^ 
nitric  oo^e^  and  nearly  all  other  local  applications  that  I  have 
ever  seen  recommended,  and  still  failed.  The  patients  still  suf- 
er,  and  even  child-bearing  has  not  cured  one  case.  In  many 
cases  we  may  cure  a  uterine  catarrh  without  making  any 
intra-uterine  applications,  by  simply  putting  medicated  tam- 
pons in  the  vagina,  especially  in  cases  of  congestion  or  chronic  ^ 
inflammation.  The  best  thing  for  these  applications  is 
helladomia  tinotv/re  and  hydrastia  in  glycerine]  the  tampons 
being  applied  every  night  and  removed  in  the  morning.  This 
is  good  in  many  of  the  cases  of  what  Matthews  Duncan  calls 
"painful  sitting,"  due  to  heaviness  of  the  womb,  though  no 
one  thing  will  answer  in  all  cases.  Many  cases  of  uterine 
catarrh,  as  well  as  a  host  of  other  complaints,  are  due  to  a 
phthisical  or  lymphatic  constitution,  and  in  such  no  local 
applications  will  cure.  Properly  directed  constitutional 
treatment  must  be  employed. 

Db.  Oumminos. — Menstrual  colic  is  undoubtedly  relieved  by 
remedies.    Guernsey,  in  his  new  work,  gives  100   remedies,* 
but  omits  staphisagriay  which  is  a  great  remedy  with  me. 
By  analogy  kali  bichr.  ought  to  be  a  good  remedy  in  the  mem- 
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branons  form  of  dysinenorrhoea.  The  neuralgic  varieties  are 
most  painful,  and  fortunately  they  are  most  affected  by  rem- 
edies. Hodge  used  to  call  these  "cases  of  irritable  uterus.'' 
In  all  instances  I  think  we  should  study  the  constitutions  of 
our  ]^atient8.  Phytolacca  ought  to  be  a  good  remedy,  es- 
pecially where  there  are  pains  outside  as  well  as  inside.  I 
do  not  believe  the  womb  is  so  susceptible  to  injury  as  is 
sometimes  thought.  A  doctor  of  my  acquaintance  for  some 
reason  lefb  a  sound  in  situ  for  a  couple  of  days,  and  found, 
when  he  came  to  withdraw  it,  that  it  had  perforated  the  fun- 
dus.   The  woman  recovered  without  any  trouble. 

Db.  de  Cailhol. — I  thought  that  the  object  of  the  paper 
was  to  instruct  the  younger  doctors  present  in  the  method 
of  examining  women,  and  making  applications  to  the  womb. 
On  that  subject  I  can  say  nothing,  either  by  way  of  criticism 
or  addition ;  but  if  it  is  allowed  to  discuss  dy smenorrhcea,  I 
might  say  a  great  deal.  When  I  have  a  case,  I  try  to  estab- 
lish the  diagnosis,  else  I  cannot  do  good  work.  Sometimes 
dysmenorrhcea  is  due  to  atresia;  then  I  operate.  Often  it  is 
nervous;  then  there  are  many  remedies  to  selet  from;  but  I 
examine  well  the  constitution  and  condition  of  my  patients. 
Not  infrequently  they  are  pale  and  ansemic.  On  inquiry,  I 
find  that  many  of  them  take  nothing  but  a  cup  of  cofiee  and  a 
cracker,  or  something  of  that  sort,  for  breakfast;  then  they  go 
down  town,  where  they  have,  maybe,  some  ice  cream  or  some- 
thing that  destroys  their  appetites  for  dinner;  and  so,  taking 
it  altogether,  they  are  not  properly  nourished.  The  diet  and 
habits  of  such  patients  must  be  corrected,  and  their  systems 
built  up.     I  generally  cure  dysmenorrhcea. 

Dr.  Pabsons. — ^Do  you  say  you  never  fail  to  cure  dysmen- 
orrhcea? 

Db.  de  Cailhol. — I  say  that  I  generally  cure  it.  I  have 
cured  many  cases  upon  which  other  doctors  have  failed.  I 
will  say  though  that  no  cases  have  come  to  me  from  Drs. 
Comstock  or  Walker. 
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Db.  Comstook. — I  have  some  cases  I  would  like  to  send 
you. 

Db.  Soott. — Dr.  Comstock,  do  you  ever  cauterize  to  prevent 
recurrcHce  of  atresia  after  dilatation?  I  have  thought  n^ces- 
ary  to  do  so  sometimes.  • 

Dk.  Comstock. — ^No. 

Db.  Walkkb. — Dysmenorrhoea  is  neuralgic  or  obstructive, 
though  authors  make  five  varieties  and  even  seven.  In  prac- 
tice you  seldom  see  a  simple,  uncomplicated  case  of  any  of 
the  varieties  usually  recognized.  The  forms  blend  one  with 
another.  Neuralgia  may  bring  on  inflammation,  so  that  what 
was  a  simple  case  at  first  does  not  long  remain  so.  But 
whether  the  cases  are  simple  or  complex,  many  of  them  are 
relieved  and  cured.  It  is  the  old  cases,  depending  on  some 
incurable  disease,  that  we  can  not  cure.  Those  due  to  atre- 
sia, displacement,  or  any  other  removable  cause,  are  curable; 
and  remedial  treatment  is  beneficial  and  curative  in  the  neu- 
ralgic form.  Nearly  all  who  have  spoken  have  intimated  that 
we  should  make  a  clear  diagnosis  in  these  cases,  if  possible, 
before  we  do  anything  for  them.  We  cannot  and  do  not,  and 
it  is  not  necessary.  Dr.  Comstock  does  not  do  it  himself.  If 
he  is  called  to  prescribe  for  a  case  of  dysmenorrhoea,  he 
does  something  to  mitigate  the  attack.  It  is  only  afterwards 
that  he  clears  up  his  diagnosis,  if  occasion  requires  it  and  he 
is  able.  They  are  chronic  cases  that  he  examines  and  treats 
locally.  Dysmenorrhoaa  is  frequent  immediately  after  mar- 
riage, and  I  think  that  the  customary  wedding  trip,  with  its 
fatigue  and  exposure,  is  potent  in  its  causation.  I  have  my 
doubts  about  its  being  caused  by  excessive  coition,  at  least  to 
any  such  extent  as  is  held  by  some.  I  think,  too,  that  the  ef- 
fects of  masturbation  have  been  greatly  exaggerated.  But 
when  we  are  called  to  see  a  newly-married  woman  in  a  severe 
acute  attack,  something  mu&t  be  done,  and  gel,  will  give  relief 
oftener  than  anything  else.  Vibum/um  may  be  the  remedy 
if  the  case  is  neuralgic;  and  verc^.  v.  if  there  is  a  general  con- 
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gestive  state  over  the  whole  body.  The  neuralgic  form  Ib 
generally  secondary,  anaemia  being  the  primary  and  real  com- 
plaint. BheumatiBm  and  luxury  are  causes,  though  I  think 
that  the  people  who  live  in  our  good,  well-heated  houses  get 
along  the  best.  Country  people  do  not  live  longer  than  those 
in  the  city,  but  I  think  country-bred  people  live  longer  in 
the  city,  than  those  city-bred.  '  The  pain  may  be  hysterical, 
but  hysteria  is  an  outward  manifestation  of  some  real  disease. 

Db.  de  Cailhol. — Do  you  say  masturbation  is  not  a  cause 
of  dysmenorrhc&a? 

Db.  Walkbb. — ^Kot  to  any  such  extent  as  is  claimed  in  the 
books.  I  am  led  to  this  belief  from  having  inquired  into  the  sub- 
ject in  many  cases  where  I  am  sure  there  was  no  deception. 
Furthermore,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  are  many  women  that 
have  no  conception  of  what  masturbation  is.  As  a  general  rule, 
there  should  be  an  entire  change  of  regimen  in  the  treatment 
ot  dysmenorrhoea,  drugs  being  used  in  acute  cases,  and  me- 
chanical measures,  if  necessary,  in  the  chronic.  I  was  more 
impressed  with  the  advantages  of  out-door  air  last  summer 
than  I  ever  was  before.  I  believe  that  if  I  had  some  such  es- 
tablishment as  they  have  at  Hot  Springs,  I  could  cure  hun- 
dreds of  cases  of  dysmenorrhoea.  I  would  keep  the  women 
outdoor  all  the  time,  except  when  it  rained  hard.  Confine- 
ment in  close  rooms,  and  the  use  of  dress  that  deforms  the 
body  and  prevents  its  free,  natural  movements,  have  much  to 
do  in  breaking  down  the  health  of  women.  Dr.  Dewees,  of 
Philadelphia,  described  the  membranous  variety  of  dysmenor- 
rhoea,  and  invented  giuiiac  for  its  treatment.  Homoeopaths 
use  gtiaiao,  borax,  bromine^  etc.,  while  that  detailed  by  Dr. 
Comstock  is  the  present  standard  allopathic  treatment. 
Whether  it  relieves  or  cures,  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  Mem- 
branous dysmenorrhoea  can  only  be  cured  by  some  radical 
change.  Congestive  may  depend  on  disorder  of  the  liver,  hy- 
perplasia, cellulitis,  peritonitis,  flexures,  tumors,  etc.,  and 
treatment  should  include  removal  of  the  cause,  if  it  can  be 
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found.  In  dyBmenorrhoea  the  pain  may  be  anywhere.  I 
had  a  case  where  it  was  in  a  finger. 

Db.  K£B8^Aw. — I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a  remarkable 
case,  and  to  some  remarkable  statements,  a  report  of  which 
appeared  in  the  monthly  supplement  of  the  "American  Jour- 
nal of  Obstetrics."  A  woman  was  admitted  to  the  Women's 
Hospital,  at  Philadelphia,  in'  a  terribly  weakened  condition, 
the  result  of  a  miscarriage  several  weeks  before  her  entrance. 
She  stated  that  the  after-birth  was  retained,  her  physician 
being  unable  to  remove  it,  and  that,  as  a  result,  she  had  near- 
ly bled  to  death.  Sims'  flexible  probe  was  introduced,  and  it 
passed  in  four  inches.  Dr.  Thomas'  small  wire  curette  was 
then  employed,  and  a  large  piece  of  placenta  removed.  A  pair 
of  curved  forceps  were  then  introduced,  a  piece  of  placenta 
seized  and  withdrawn ;  with  it,  however,  came  something  else, 
which  proved  to  be  a  piece  of  omentum  and  a  coil  of  intestine 
a  foot  or  more  in  length.  It  was  found  to  be  impossible  to 
return  it,  and  laparotomy  was  performed.  On  opening  the 
abdomen,  an  aperture  large  enough  to  admit  the  thumb  was 
found  on  the  anterior  wall  of  the  uterus,  through  which  the 
gut  had  escaped.  The  wound  was  an  old  one,  the  hernia 
having  evidently  existed  ever  since  the  miscarriage.  In  the 
discussion  which  followed.  Dr.  Koeggerath  mentioned  that 
injuries  to  the  uterus,  and  even  punctures  of  this  organ,  were 
not  especially  dangerous,  if  the  instruments  used  were  prop- 
erly disinfected.  In  other  words,  the  danger  was  in  carrying 
septic  material  into  the  uterus.  Now,  I  have  always  been 
under  the  impression  that  punctures  of  the  uterus  were  acci- 
dents to  be  avoided  as  particularly  dangerous. 

Db.  de  Cailhol. — We  must  be  careful  not  do  do  it,  whether 
it  is  dangerous  or  not. 

Db.  Walkeb. — I  have  a  case  similar  to  the  one  Dr.  Com- 
stock  has  described,  that  I  would  like  to  mention.  A  woman 
has  suffered  for  20  years  with  enuresis,  being  unable  to  sleep 
longer  than  20  minutes  at  a  time  when  I  saw  her.  An  eminent 
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doctor  in  Ohicago  had  examined  her,  and  another  in  San  Fran- 
cisco had  applied  electricity  to  the  urethra.  I  examined,  and 
fonnd  a  growth  on  the  posterior  side  of  the  urethral  canal,  fis- 
sured, but  not  condylomatous.  I  applied  chromic  acid, 
diluted  one-half,  and  she  began  to  improve  at  once.  She  could 
retain  her  water  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  soon  could  do  so  for 
four  hours.  I  think  she  will  be  cured  altogether.  Her  age  is 
38.  Dr.  Comstock's  patient  is  probably  too  old.  I  believe 
that  growths  are  more  liable  to  be  pedunculated  in  young 
persons. 

Db.  Oomstock. — In  my  practice  I  have  always  made  it  a 
rule  in  the  commencement  to  find  out  what  was  .the  matter, 
and  I  think  it  most  essential  to  good  treatment.  I  would  have 
liked  it  if,  in  this  discussion,  more  had  been  said  about  intra- 
uterine treatment.  Electricity  is  one  of  the  best  agents  in 
the  management  of  dysmenorrhcea.  Some  women  have  con- 
vulsions every  time,  and  Battey's  operation  has  been  practiced 
with  varying  success  for  the  relief  of  these  extreme  cases.  A 
fornf er  patient  of  mine  was  killed  by  Battey's  operation.  I 
should  not  care  to  run  a  probe  through  the  fundus  of  the 
uterus  myself,  and  it  hardly  seems  possible  that  any  one  could 
do  it;  but  a  doctor  in  Trieste  some  years  ago  tabulated  fifty 
cases  in  which  it  had  been  done,  with  variable  results. 

Db.  DB  Cailhol. — ^I  was  asked  to  sign  a  recommendation 
to  a  public  position  for  a  certain  doctor,  of  European  educa- 
tion too,  but  I  refused,  saying  that  I  could  recommend  no 
man  who  had  run  a  sound  through  the  fundus  of  the  uterus 
in  a  woman  three  months  pregnant,  as  he  had  done. 

W.  B.  MoBGAN,  Secretary. 


TWO  DISCOVEBJES, 


Medical  science  announces  to  the  world  two  very  interesting 
and  almost  startling  discoveries,  one  of  them,    singularly 
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enough,  an  antidote  to  the  other.    Pasteur,  the  distinguished 
French  microscopist,  puts  forth  the  theory,  supported  by  careful 
and  repeated  experiments,that  many  of  the  most  formidable  and 
dreaded  diseases  that  aliiict  mankind  are  the  product  of  para- 
site  life,  the  result  of  fermentation  developing  microscopic 
beings  which  prey  upon  the  human  tissues  and  produce  death. 
The  human  body,  it  is  claimed,  when  in  perfect  health  is  en- 
tirely destitute  of  parasites,  but  this  exemption   amounts  to 
little,  since  the  air  and  water  swarm  with  the  germs  of  ani- 
mal life  so  various  that  it  is  difficult  even  to  find  scientific 
names  for  them,  and  these  need  only  to  come  in  contact  with 
mucus  or  denuded  surfaces  under  favorable  conditions  to  be- 
gin the  work  of  destruction.     Many  maladies  of  the  blood, 
throat  and  lungs  are  only  processes  of  the  same  animal  pro- 
duction which  is  seen  on  a  larger  scale  in  the  decomposition 
of  a  dead  body — the  only  difference  being  that  one  begins 
before  death,  and  the  other  after.     Of  course,  as  the  human 
body  must  breathe  air  and  drink  water,  there  is  no  escape 
from  these  myriads  ol  rapacious  bacilli  that  surround  it  on 
every  side,  and  which  can  be  developed  only  by  its  destruc- 
tion.    Life  is  sustained  by  feeding  on  life.     One  living  being 
must  die  that  another  may   survive.    This  is  a  continuous 
phenomenon  of  nature,  and  man  himself,  the  head  of  the  ani- 
mal creation,  is  not  exempt  from  the  inexorable  necessity.  He 
slays  animals  to  feed  on  their  flesh,  and  in  turn  is  slain  by 
swarms  of  minute  and  invisible  animals  that  prey  on  his  body 
and  nearly  all  the  formidable  diseases  that  he  is  subject  to  are 
the  product  of  these  minute  organisms  struggling  into  de- 
velopment.   This,  in  brief,  is  what  Pasteur  claims  to  have 
discovered. 

Another  French  experimenter,  Deelat,  claims  to  have  made 
a  discovery  of  a  far  more  agreeable  character,  and  not  less 
important,  viz.:  thatjpAamo  {carbolic)  add  is  a  specific  and 
almost  infallible  remedy  for  the  diseases  which  are  the  work 
of  animal  germs.    It  will  arrest  the  disease  process  in  cancer; 
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it  will  rob  diphtheria  of  more  than  half  its  terrors ;  it  enables 
ua  to  laugh  at  scarlet  fever,  and  it  is  equally  effective  in  typhoid 
fever,  small-pox,  croup,  blood-poisoning,  epithelioma,  asthma 
and  tuberculosis-all  of  which,Declat  and  his  pupils  assert,  yield 
almost  miraculously  to  hypodermic  applications  oi  phenic 
ctcid.  The  acid  is  extremely  volatile,  more  of  a  gas  than  a 
fluid,  and  when  intvoduced  into  the  system  it  seeks  every 
avenue  of  escape — by  the  lungs,  the  skin  and  the  kidneys — 
thus  coming  in  contact  with  every  tissue  and  destroying  as  it 
goes  the  microsymes  which  work  injury  and  death,  without 
leaving  any  evil  trace  on  the  tissues  of  the  body.  If  but  one- 
half  that  is  claimed  for  Declat's  discovery  be  true,  it  would  be 
dilBcult  to  estimate  its  value  to  mankind.  Philo. 


KOCH'S  DISCOVEBT  OF  A  TUBEBCULAB  PABASITE, 


A  paper  recently  read  by  Dr.  Robert  Koch  before  the  Ber- 
lin Physiological  Society  has  attracted  wide  attention.  Dr. 
Koch  here  makes  some  very  positive  announcements  regard- 
ing the  etiology  of  tuberculosis.  Whether  his  views  and  con- 
clusions be  right  or  not,  the  facts  that  lie  relates  are  novel  and 
interesting.  * 

Bj  staining  sections  of  tuberculous  tissue  with  an  alkaline 
solution  of  methyl-blue  and  then  with  vesuvin,  he  has  been 
able  to  see  in  all  true  tubercles  a  minute  bacillus.  It  is 
rod-shaped,  and  from  one-fourth  to  one-half  the  length  of  a 
red  blood-corpuscle.  It  resembles  closely  the  bacillus  leprae 
but  is  not  so  thin,  is  slightly  split  at  the  end,  and  colors  some- 
what differently.  These  bacilli  seem  to  make  their  way  first 
into  the  wandering  cells.  By  infiltrating,  surrounding  and 
irritating  them,  the  gray  tubercles  develop.  The  tubercles 
form  about  the  bacillus  as  galls  about  the  insects'  poisons. 

Koch  claims  a  positive  universality  for  these  organisms  in 
all  tuberculous  tissues.     It  is,  he  thinks,  the  organized  virus 
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of  tubercalosis  which  Cohnheim  and  others  have  despaired 
of  finding.  The  evidence  which  he  gives  for  this  universality 
is  as  follows  : 

In  eleven  cases  of  miliary  tuberculosis,  the  bacillus  was 
always  found ;  in  twelve  cases  of  caseous  pneumonia,  in  one 
of  tuberculosis  6t  the  brain,  in  two  of  intestinal  tuberculosis, 
in  three  of  freshly  extirpated  scrofulous  glands,  and  in  four 
of  fungous  joints,  the  organism  wi^  also  uniformly  present. 
Among  lower  animals,  the  bacillus  was  discovered  in  ten  cases 
of  peaH-disease  ;  in  the  caseous  cervical  gland  of  a  pig,  in  the 
organs  of  a  hen  dead  from  general  tuberculosis,  and  in  three 
monkeys,  nine  guinea-pigs,  and  seven  rabbits.  The  bacillus 
was  inoculated  in  172  guinea-pigs,  32  rabbits  and  5  cats.  In 
all  cases  the  animals  died  of  tuberculosis  and  the  organism 
was  found  in  their  tissues.  The  organism  was  not  found  in 
non-tuberculous  or  non-scrofulous  tissues. 

Koch,  having  found  the  bacillus  so  uniformly  present,  next 
addressed  himself  to  the  question  whether  it  was  an  accident 
or  cause.  To  test  this  he  undertook  to  cultivate  the  bacilli 
apart  from  tissues  in  which  they  nominally  lay.  He  prepared 
a  special  cultivating  substance  out  of  the  serum  of  ox  blood. 
This  serum  was  heated  several  times  up  to  58  ^  C.  in  order  to 
destroy  all  organisms.  It  was  then  heated  again  up  to  75  ^  C. 
until  it  was  reduced  to  the  consistency  of  a  brownish-yellow 
transparent  jelly.  The  bacilli  were  cultivated  in  cells  upon 
this.  They  gave  off  two  or  three  spores,  which  developed  to 
rod-bacilli.  The  development  was  very  slow,  requiring  many 
days.  The  bacilli  were  apparently  motionless.  They  would 
only  grow  at  a  temperature  between  30  ®  and  41  ®  C,  in  this 
respect  differing  from  anthrax  bacilli. 

The  cultivations  were  continued  many  days,  and  were  re. 
peated  several  times.  Early  and  later  generations  were  then 
carefully  injected  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  or  anterior  cham- 
ber, or  veins  of  healthy  animals.  In  almost  all  cases  they 
caused  a  true  tuberculosis.    Over  sixty  different  animals  were 
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tried.    The  culture-fluid  without  the  bacilli  was  injected,  but 
produced  no  results. 

As  further  evidence  of  the  relation  between  the  bacillus  and 
tuberculosis,  Koch  states  that  in  the  sputa  of  the  phthisical 
the  bacilli  are  always  fouild,  but  not  in  that  from  ordinary 
bronchitis. 

Koch's  conclusions  are  very  positive  to  the  effect  that  the 
bacillus  is  the  cause  of  tuberculosis,  by  which  term  he  in- 
cludes both  scrofulous  or  catarrhal  phthisis  and  tuberculous 
disease  proper. 

He  explains  the  phenomena  of  the  gradual  development 
of  phthisis  by  the  slow,  and  peculiar  development  of  the 
organisms. 

The  source  of  these  organisms,  he  thinks,  must  be  from 
animal  life,  since  they  cannot  live  long  at  other  temperatures* 
Dr.  Koch  believes  that  tuberculosis  is  a  contagious  disease, 
and  that  the  sputa  and  exhalations  of  the  phthisical  are-  dan- 
gerous. He  also  believes  the  milk  and  flesh  of  tuberculous 
cows  to  be  a  source  of  danger.  The  idea  dwelt  upon  by  Prof. 
Tyndall,  in  his  letter  to  the  "  London  Times,"  that  the  bacilli 
can  be  modified  by  cultivation  till  they  become  prophylatic, 
is  hardly  broached  by  Koch,  and  must  at  this  stage  of  our 
knowledge  be  considered  as  rather  sensational. 

The  above  is  a  brief  account  of  Koch's  experiments  and 
conclusions.  They  have  excited  much  more  talk  and  atten- 
tion than  at  present  they  seem  to  deserve.  "We  confess  to 
some  scepticism  as  regards  the  facts,  and  still  more  in  regard 
to  their  "far-reaching  significance."  Some  attempts  have 
already  been  made  in  this  city  to  see  the  bacilli  by  Koch's 
method,  but  as  yet  without  success.  Others,  like  Baumgar- 
ten,  find  bacteria  in  the  tubercle,  but  not  those  described  by 
Koch,  which  are  already  facetiously  known  in  pathological 
circles  as  "  Koch's  bugs." 

The  practical  conclusions  that  we  must  especially  guard 
against  the  disease  by  disinfecting  the  sputa  and  breath  of  the 
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phthisical,  and  by  avoiding  the  disease  or  its  products  in  lower 
animals,  are  so  at  variance  with  what  most  previous  experi- 
ence has  taught,  that  the  profession  will  demand  much  further 
explanation  and  confirmation  before  such  views  are  accepted. 
•  —Clin.  jRcG. 


THE  NEW  THEORY  OF  CONSUMPTION. 


Koch  has  examined  for  bacilli  the  expectoration  of  people 
suffering  from  pulmonary  phthisis,  and  has  found  them  in 
great  abundance.  Such  a  sputum,  when  injected  into  the  cir- 
culation of  an  animal,  quickly  produced  tubercular  disease. 
The  expectoration,  onr  the  other  hand,  of  non-phthisical  indi- 
viduals contained  no  bacilli,  and  did  not  injure  the  health  of 
an  animal  inoculated  with  it.  Another  point  of  considerable 
interest  for  the  practitioner  is,  that  the  bacilli  do  not  lose  their 
vitality  when  dried  ;  for  phthisical  sputum  which  had  been 
kept  dry  for  two,  four  or  eight  weeks,  was  as  capable  as  ever 
of  producing  tubercle  in  animals  into  which  it  had  been  in- 
jected. Koch's  observations  are,  therefore,  of  the  greatest 
value  ;  and  with  the  precise  knowledge  of  the  contagium  of 
tubercle  which  he  has  placed  at  our  disposal,  if  fully  con- 
firmed, we  will  be  warranted  in  believing  that  we  are  within 
measurable  distance  of  preventing  and  arresting  one  of  the 
most  fatal  maladies  to  which  the  human  race  is  subject. 

Other  bacilli  succumb  to  the  toxic  action  of  many  of  the 
antiseptics  ;  the  bacilli  of  tubercle  will  doubtless  prove  no  ex- 
ception. The  main  difliculty  will  lie  with  the  impermeability 
of  the  non-v^ascular  tubercular  nodule,  in  which  the  bacilli 
are  embodied,  to  the  antiseptic.  With  a  sufficiently  volatile 
and  diffusive  antiseptic  this  difficulty  may  be  overcome,  and 
tubercle  be  placed  among  the  more  curable  diseases. 

In  the  "  Centralblatt  f.  d.  Med.  Wissen,"  April  15th,  which 
has  just  come   to  hand,  Prof.  Baumgarten,  of  Boragsberg, 
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claims,  after  two  years  of  fruitless  study,  to  have  at  length 
succeeded  in  detecting  innumerable  masses  of  genuine  rod 
bacteria,  not  only  in  the  centre,  but  also  in  the  periphery  of 
tubercular  nodules  produced  in  animals  by  inoculation  of 
tuberculous  matter,  and  in  cases  of  human  tuberculosis  of  the 
pleura  and  pericardium.  In  1880,  in  the  "Berliner  klin, 
Wochen.,  he  suggested  that  tuberculosis  was  due  to  a  para- 
sitic organism,  bbt  that  he  had  not  yet  been  able,  by  actual 
inspection,  to  verify  his  opinion.  Baumgarten  dates  his  com- 
munication April  3d — ^Koch's  paper  having  appeared  on  March 
30th — apd  states  that,  two  weeks  before  Koch's  paper  was 
published,  he  had  already  demonstrated  the  existence  of  the 
bacterium  of  tuberculosis.  His  methods  differ  from  those  of 
Koch,  and  his  description  of  the  organisms  is  not  identical, 
but  the  two  accounts  sufficiently  coincide  to  render  it  proba- 
ble that  the  same  object  is  referred  to,  and  the  independence 
of  the  methods  and  similarity  of  results  serve  to  render  the 
remarkable  observations  of  both  Koch  and  Baumgarten  worthy 
of  greater  confidence. — Philadelphia  Medical  News. 


A  CASE  OF  ABSENCE  OF  UTEBUS,  WITH (PBOB ABLE)  PRES- 
ENCE OF  THE  OVAWES,  AND  NON-DEVELOPED  BREAST. 


BY  £.   M.    HALE,   H.  D.,   GHIOACK),   ILL. 


The  case  I  am  about  to  describe  presented  certain  peculiar- 
ities which  are  worthy  of  record.  •' 

A  delicate,  pale,  slim  woman  came  to  consult  me  as  to  the 
propriety  of  marriage.  She  was  28  years  of  age  and  had 
never  menstruated.  Had  been  treated  by  physicians  of  both 
schools  for  amei^orrhcea.  She  would  not  at  first  consent  to  an 
examination,  and  I  prescribed  for  her  general  condition,  irony 
digitalis  and  calc.-hypophos.  In  a  month  or  so  she  had 
greatly  improved,  gained  color  and  strength,  and  feeling  en- 
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oouraged,  consented  tq  a  thorough  examination,  with  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  results: 

General  appearance  feminine;  the  contour  of  the  hips,  legs 
and  arms  rounded  and  symmetrical,  except  the  chest,  which 
seemed  masculine.  No  mammary  glands,  and  the  nipples 
like  those  of  a  child  or  man.  The  voice  and  expression  of  the 
©yes  modest  and  feminine.  The  pubes  low-arched,  and  cov- 
ered with  a  sparse  growth  of  hair.  Vulva  thin  and  undevel- 
oped. The  mucous  membrane  pale.  Hymen  nearly  intact, 
had  to  be  ruptured  in  order  to  introduce  my  small  speculum. 
Clitoris  rudimentary.  Orifice  of  urethra  showed  a  straw- 
berry-like excrescence,  which  was  not  very  sensitive  and  had 
caused  no  dysuria.  Vagina  small,  allowing  my  small  specu- 
lum to  expand  not  over  three-quarters  of  an  inch,  and  not 
more  than  three  inches  in  length;  pale,  and  not  very  rugose; 
ending  abruptly,  with  no  appearance  of  cervix.  There  ap- 
peared at  the  end  of  the  vagina  what  may  have  been  a  rudi- 
mentary 08,  or  rather  one  lip  of  the  os — a  small  oval  protu- 
berance, about  the  size  of  a  small  white  bean  (one-([uarter 
inch  long  and  one-eighth  inch  in  diameter),  rather  more  red 
than  the  surrounding  tissues.  The  smallest  probe  could  dis- 
cover no  entrance  on  or  near  this  protuberance.  On  intro- 
ducing the  finger,  this  oval  spot  felt  sljghtly  elevated;  but  I 
could  not  detect  any  body  or  rudimentary  organ,  although 
there  m'ay  have  been  a  rudimentary  uterus  so  small  as  not  to 
be  detected  by  ballotment  or  palpation. 

My  conviction  is,  that  in  this  case  there  is  complete  ab- 
sence of  the  uterus.  Kolb  says,  in  "  absence .  of  the  uterus 
the  ovaries  may  be  normally  developed."  I  could  not  find 
anything,  by  internal  or  external  manipulation,  to  prove  the 
presence  or  absence  of  the  ovaries.  She  informed  me  that 
about  once  a  month  she  felt  an  unusual  fullness  and  uneasi- 
ness in  the  pelvis,  especially  in  the  ovarian  region.  A  head- 
ache sometimes  preceded  or  followed  this  condition.  But  the 
imdeveloped  condition  of  the  mamma  would  go  to  show  a 
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similar  condition  of  the  ovaries,  although  it  would  not  be  ab- 
solute proof  of  their  absence.  Inquiry  into  the  existence  of 
sexual  passion  elicited  the  fact  that  she  could  remember  only 
one  erotic  dream.  Association  with  the  other  sex  was  agree- 
able and  pleasant  to  her^  but  she  had  never  felt  any  desire. 

I  think  there  are  but  few  such  cases  on  record,  and  if  any 
of  my  colleagues  have  met  with  any,  it  is  desirable  that  they 
should  report  them. — Horn.  Jour,  of  Ohat. 


THE  ABOBTIVE  TREATMENT  OF  BUBOES. 


Dr.  M.  K.  Taylor,  Assistant  Surgeon  United  States  Army, 
describes  ("  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences")  a  very 
successful  method  of  treating  buboes,  adopted  by  himself. 
Wlien  the  glands  have  reached  a  moderately  large  size,  he 
freezes  the  surface  with  ether,  seizes  the  gland  between  the 
lingers  and  injects  about  twenty  minims  of  a  carbolic  acid 
solution  (gr.  iv.  to  S  j.)  Pain  and  soreness  leave  very  soon, 
and  the  patients  are  generally  able  to  resume  work  within 
three  or  four  days.  Dr.  Taylor  has  tested  his  method  on  as 
many  as  150  cases.  He  has  used  it  successfully  also  in  non- 
specific enlargement  of  cervical  glands. 


TBE  PLACENTA  AS  A  TAMPON. 


The  following  remarks  by  Dr.  J.  II.  H.  Burge  we  take  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of 
Kings,  for  July,  1881.  It  refers  to  the  value  of  the  placenta 
as  a  natural  tampon.     He  says : 

It  matters  not  that  this  practice  is  unsupported  by  any  good 
authority;  I  am  convinced  from  experience  and  observation 
that  post-partum  hemorrhage  is  oftener  caused  by  hurrying 
the  after-birth  than  by  anything  else.  All  the  excitement 
and  anxiety,  the  worry  and  weariness  of  a  tedious  or  difficult 
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labor  demoralizes  the  attendants,  so  that  fifteen  minutes  seem 
an  hour.  In  quick  succession  are  heard  the  questions:  "Is  it 
all  right?"  "Why  doesn't  it  come?"  "Do  you  think  it's 
grown  fast,  doctor?"  etc.,  etc.  The  mother  persists  that  it  never 
was  so  long  before;  that  Dr.  Blank  always  took  it  away  as 
soon  as  the  child  was  born.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  the 
doctor  gets  a  little  impatient,  too?  Now  if  there  is 
no  pain,  and  no  obvious  occasion  for  interference  arises,  I  beg, 
for  the  woman's  safety,  that  no  traction  on  the  cord,  no  search- 
ing for  the  placenta  edge,  no  officious  meddling  of  any  kind 
be  indulged  in.  Let  the  patient  be  watched.  See  that  the 
uterus  be  well  contracted,  and  you  may  feel  much  surer  that 
it  will  remain  so,  if  you  let  the  placenta  alone.  It  will  be 
soon  enough  to  interfere  when  the  first  shock  of  labor  is 
passed.  ♦ 

If  the  placenta  is  in  the  womb,  its  presence  there  is  the  best 
possible  stimulus  to  contraction,  better,  in  my  opinion,  than 
anyone's  hand,  and  if,  from  any  degree  of  inertia,  the  womb 
is  indisposed  to  contract^  then  the  placenta  (if  detached)  is 
the  best  possible  tampon.  If  it  has  been  extruded  from  the 
womb  and  lies  in  the  cavity  of  the  sacrum,  even  there  its  of- 
fice is  an  important  one,  for  its  gentle  pressure  upon  the  re- 
laxed OS,  and  upon  any  bleeding  vessels  that  may  exist,  is 
most  salutary.  Of  course,  in  the  case  of  a  strong,  healthy 
woman,  in  a  perfectly  natural  labor,  it  may  make  no  material 
difference  how  much  the  placenta  is  hurried  in  its  exit;  but 
the  majority  of  those  to  whom  we  minister  are  not  of  this 
class.  The  one  point  which  I  wish  to  emphasize  is  this:  that 
the  placenta  is  the  best  and  only  tampon  suited  to  the  post- 
parturient  condition ;  that  after  its  complete  separation,  before 
it  leaves  the  uterus,  or  before  it  leaves  the  vagina,  it  possesses 
all  the  qualities  of  an  unirritating,  smooth,  soft,  and  yet  suffi- 
ciently firm  barrier  to  the  effusion  of  blood. 

Extract  it  before  the  time,  and  you  have  lost  an  advantage 
which  you  cannot  regain. 
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I  do  not  advocate  leaving  the  after-birth  entirely  to  the  un- 
aided eflforts  of  nature;  that  course  has  been  tried  by  careful 
observers  and  abandoned.  It  is  no  part  of  my  present  pur- 
pose to  discuss  the  general  management  of  the  placenta.  I 
make  no  reference  to  complications  and  special  emergencies. 
The  case  is  natural — is  ordinary;  don't  take  the  risk  of  mak- 
ing it  unnatural — extraordinary — by  pulling  at  the  after-birth 
before  the  nervous  system  of  the  newly-made  mother  has  had 
time  to  rally  its  forces.  Whether  the  time  required  for  this 
be  half  an  hour,  an  hour,  or  two  hours,  must  be  left  to  the  in- 
dividual judgment  of  the  accoucheur.  As  a  rule  do  not  be  in 
a  hurfv. 


TIME  OF  LIGATION  OF  THE  UMBILICAL  COBD. 


Dr.  J.  G.  Sinclair  Coghill,  in  his  address  on  Obstetric 
Medicine,  ^fore  the  British  Medical  Association,  called  at- 
tention to  an  extremely  interesting  and  valuable  communica- 
tion with  reference  to  the  time  and  mode  of  separating  the 
foetus  and  umbilical  cord,  which  has  been  made  by  Riberaont, 
in  a  recent  number  of  "Les  Archives  de  Tocologie,"  and  which 
shows  satisfactorily  the  great  influence  of  the  "thoracic  aspira- 
tion" of  the  foetus  on  the  umbilical  circulation  before  its  liga- 
ture. This  was  first  pointed  out  by  Budin;  but  is  denied, 
among  others,  by  Schucking.  Determined  by  the  manometer,  it 
was  found  that — 1.  Tardy  ligature  of  the  cord  benefits  the  child 
by  increasing  the  quantity  of  blood  which  is  required  for  the  es- 
lishment  of  the  third  circulation — that  is,  the  foetal  pulmonary. 
2.  The  immediate  ligature  of  the  cord  deprives  the  infant  of  a 
quantity  of  blood,  larger  or  smaller  in  proportion  to  the  time  of 
ligature;  and  it  especially  deprives  it  of  necessary  blood  if  the 
ligature  has  been  applied  before  the  child  has  breathed.  3* 
The  early  ligature  of  the  cord  thus  compels  the  abstraction  of 
the  blood  necessary  to  establish  the  pulmonary  circulation 
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from  the  general  circulation.  The  result  is  a  diminution  of 
the  arterial  tension  equal  to  one.third  of  the  initial  tension. 
4.  The  cause  of  the  penetration  of  the  blood  into  the  pulmo- 
nary circulatory  system  of  the  child  is  the  "thoracic  aspira- 
tion." This  is  proved  by  the  constant  superiority  of  the  pres- 
sure of  the  blood  in  the  umbilical  arteries. to  that  in  the 
umbilical  vein.  Again,  the  thoracic  respiration  is  observed 
to  produce  considerable  oscillations  in  the  tension  of  the 
arterial  and  venous  blood.  The  uterine  contractions  are 
utterly  insufficient  to  force  any  blood  along  the  umbilical  vein 
when  the  arterial  pulsations  of  the  cord  have  ceased.  5.  Tho- 
racic aspiration  causes  the  sufficient  and  necessary  amount 
of  blood  to  enter  the  pulmonary  vessels;  sufficient  because, 
under  these  circumstances,  the  tension  in  the  arterial  system 
does  not  fall;  necessary,  because  the  arterial  tension  in  the 
umbilical  cord  of  a  newly -born  child  is  never  to  be  seen  to 
rise  after  tardy  ligature  of  the  cord.  Prof.  W.  T.  Lusk;  of 
New  York,  in  corroborating  Ribemont's  views,  8|y8  that,  in 
children  born  pale  and  ansemic,  and  suffering  from  syncope, 
late  ligation  of  the  cord  furnishes  an  invaluable  means  of  re- 
storing the  equilibrium  of  the  foetal  circulation. — British  Med. 
Jov/mal, — Med,  News  and  Abstract. 


ABDOMINAL  PBEGNANGY  OF  TEN  YEABS"  DUBATION— 

BECOVEBT. 


Reported  by  Dr.  F.  Paschal  ("  American  Medical  Weekly," 
January  14,  1882). 

This  extremely  wonderful  and  marvelous  case,  which  seems 
almost  incredible,  was  a  Mexican  woman  who  called  at  the 
doctor's  office,  first  presenting  him  with  a  femur,  scapula, 
and  two  other  bones  of  a  foetus  nine  months  old,  and  re- 
quested him  to  treat  her  for  "  diarrhoea."  She  was  32  years 
old ;  married  when  16  ;  pregnant  five  months  later,  and 
when  at  full  term,  as  she  supposed,  had  ^'  labor  pains,"  she 
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thought,  which .  lasted  four  days,  but  not  severe ;  they  then 
ceafed,  and  soon  after  she  began  to  fail  in  health;  had  sev- 
eral iibdominal  pains,  chills,  fevers,  sweats,  loss  of  appetite, 
vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  A  year  afterward  she  menstruated  and 
continued  so  regularly  thereafter.  Ten  years  after  her  ex- 
pected confinement,  she  eicpelled  by  the  rectum  one  half  of 
the  inferior  maxilla,  and  soon  after  other  bones.  At  the 
time  she  consulted  the  doctor  her  general  health  was  very 
bad.  She  had  fever  and  diarrhosa.  The  abdomen  was  en- 
larged and  a  hard  tumor  could  be  plainly  made  out.  A 
vaginal  examination  revealed  the  uterus  in  a  normal  condi- 
tion. The  three  bones  of  the  fcetus  could  be  felt  through  the 
cul  de  sac.  A  rectal  examination  revealed  an  opening  the 
size  of  a  silver  dollar,  and  the  bones  were  easily '  reached, 
the  cranial  bones  presenting.  She  was  placed  under  chlo- 
roform, and  a  number  of  bones,  by  the  aid  of  the  forceps, 
removed  through  this  rectal  opening,  and  after  this,  during 
the  next  eight  or  ten  days,  she  passed  a  large  number  of  bones. 
The  tumor  disappeared,  as  did  also  the  diarrhoea,  and  com- 
plete recovery  soon  followed.  In  all,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
bones  were  collected. 


8UBQBBT  IN  POMPEH. 


A  very  interesting  and  remarkable  collection  of  surgical  in- 
struments has  been  found  in  one  of  the  houses  in  Pompeii. 
It  evidently  belonged  to  one  practitioner  or  establishment,  and 
formed  quite  as  large  an  equipment  as  the  modern  surgeon  is 
usually  supplied  with.  A  description  of  the  collection,  which 
is  in  the  museum  at  Naples,  has  recently  been  given  by  a 
writer  in  the  "  Kevue  Medicale."  A  number  of  instruments 
are  classed  together  as  obstetrical.  One  of  these  is  a  pair  of 
forceps  constructed  somewhat  like  the  modern  forceps,  but 
with  smaller  blades,  a  little  over  eight  inches  long.    They 
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were  intended  apparently  for  the  removal  of  the  placenta. 
There  is  an  ingenious  vagiiaal  syringe,  consisting  of  a  tube  ||^ith 
terminal  and  lateral  holes,  so  as  to  distribute  the  streaili  just 
as  in  modern  syringes.  There  is  also  a  tri valve  speculum,  so  ar- 
ranged that  the  three  parts  can  be  opened  or  shut  simulta- 
neously, and  a  bivalve,  rectal  speculum,  made  upon  the  same 
principle  as  those  of  the  pi*esent  day. 

Male  and  female  catheters  were  found.  The  former  are 
eleven  inches  long,  and  have  a  curious  double  curve,  something 
like  a  very  long  letter  S.  It  must  have  been  difficult  to  intro- 
duce them,  but  being  once  in,  they  are  well  calculated  to  empty 
the  bladder  thoroughly.  The  female  catheters  are  straight, 
and  made  of  silver. 

There  is  a  curious  instrument,  consisting  of  a  long  rod  with 
a  square  plate  of  iron  fixed  at  the  end  at  an  angle  of  135*^. 
The  plate  is  about  four-fifths  of  an  inch  long  and  three-fifths 
of  an  inch  wide.  It  was  at  first  thought  to  be  a  cautery  for 
.deep  parts,  but  its  surprising  resemblance  to  the  modern  laryn- 
geal mirror  suggests  that  it  may  have  had  some  such  use  in 
ancient  times. 

Besides  the  above  instruments  there  were  metallic  trocars 
similar  to  modern  ones,  lancets,  bistouries,  spatulas,  forceps, 
needles,  hooks,  and  most  of  the  things,  indeed,  which  are 
found  in  the  modern  pocket-case. 

Judging  from  the  descriptions  of  the  instruments,  there 
was  a  large  amount  of  obstetrical  and  urethral  surgery  in 
Pompeii.  Lives  of  luxurioasness  and  sensuality  brought  their 
fruit  then  as  now.  Philo. 


SPONTANEOUS  VSBSION. 


E.  D.  Force,  M.  D.,  reports  as  follows  in    the  "  Medical 
Herald;" 
Mrs.  W ,  a  large,  healthy  woman,  was  in  labor  with  her 
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firfit  child.  I  saw  her  in  the  morning,  and  learned  that  the 
pains  had  commenced  early  in  the  preceding  night.  I  found 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  attenuated  and  open  to  the  extent  of 
one-half  the  diameter  of  the  pelvic  cavity,  and  satisfied  my- 
self that  I  had  a  breech  presentation  in  tjie  first  position. 
Upon  my  return  to  the  patient,  three  hours  afterwards,  she 
was  having  an  expulsion  pain.  In  the  interval  of  pain  I  ex- 
amined again.  While  examining,  the  membranes  were  rup- 
tured, and  the  presentation  so  distinctly  made  out  that  I 
named  the  sex.  But  finding  the  right  trochanter  a  little  too 
high  up  on  the  left  innominate,  I  placed  the  point  of  the  fin- 
ger upon  the  coccyx  of  the  child,  in  order  to  thrust  up  a  lit- 
tle, and  move  the  breech  more  to  the  right.  At  that  moment 
the  pain  came;  the  remaining  waters  gushed  out,  and  I  felt 
the  breech  leave  the  finger.  Before  I  removed  the  finger  I 
felt  the  vertex  presenting. 

The  mother,  who  was  a  nervous  woman,  partly  raised  up, 
and,  in  alarm,  said,  "  Doctor,  what  has  happened?" 

I  replied,  "  Nothing,  except  that  your  boy  has  turned  a 
summersault,  determined  to  come  head  foremost  instead  of 
breech,  as  he  had  started." 

Never  having  a  similar  case,  or  read  of  one,  which  I  could 
remember,  I  mentioned  it  the  next  day  to  Professor  H.  Miller, 
who  told  me  he  had  had  one  analogous  case. 


ON  THE  USB  OF  IPECACUANHA  DURING  LABOB, 


BY  LEONARD   F.    PITKIN,   M.  D.,   NEWAKK,   N.  J. 


The  value  of  ipecdouanha  as  an  emetic  and  expectorant  has 
been  well  known  and  appreciated  for  an  indefinite  period. 
About  two  years  ago  my  attention  was  drawn  to  an  article 
written  by  a  Southern  physician,  in  which  it  was  affirmed  that 
it  increased  the  expulsive  power  of  the  uterus  if  administered 
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in  cases  of  tedious  labor.  I  determined  to  give  it  a  trial. 
During  September  of  last  year  I  was  called  to  attend  Mrs. 

C during  her  confinement  with  her  third  child.    She  had 

had  sharp  pains  for  nearly  four  hours.  I  found  her  in  a  very 
nervous  state,  and  greatly  excited,  and  apprehending  some 
calamity.  On  examination,  introducing  my  finger  into  the 
vagina,  t  found  the  os  hard,  rigid,  and  undilated;  with  diffi- 
culty I  passed  my  finger  into  the  os,  and  just  at  its  internal 
edge  I  noticed  a  constricting  ring  utterly  devoid  of  elasticity. 
Her  pains  continued,  but  were  very  irregular;  and  after  a 
period  of  two  hours  no  visible  effect  on  the  rigid  os  was  no- 
ticeable. I  then  administered  a  five-grain  powder  of  ipec(iou- 
anha^  repeating  it  twice  at  intervals  of  about  twenty  minutes. 
To  niy  sui-prise,  the  patient  soon  became  much  quieter,  and 
ceased  her  cries  of  pain,  which  before  were  to  be  heard  dis- 
tinctly all  over  the  house.  On  making  another  examination,  I 
found  the  os  softened  and  dilating  rapidly  under  the  pains, 
which  were  now  regular  and  strong.  Labor  was  soon  com- 
pleted without  further  difficulty.  I  have  used  it  in  several 
cases  since,  where  the  pains  were  irregular  and  the  os  rigid 
and  undilatable,  and  always  with  benefit.  I  do  not  think  it 
increases  the  muscular  power  of  the  uterus.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, to  have  a  specific  effect  on  the  rigid  os  uteri,  softening 
and  relaxing  its  fibres,  as  well  as  a  co-ordinating  influence  on 
the  irregularly  contracting  uterine  muscles,  causing  them  to 
act  in  harmony.  Opium  and  ergot  are  the  only  oxytoxics  of 
value  which  we  have  at  our  command;  but  many  serious  ac- 
cidents have  followed  the  injudicious  use  of  the  latter,  and 
its  effects  are  often  far  from  what  we  desire.  Hence,  the  dis- 
covery of  any  remedy  which  will  alleviate  the  sufferings 
which  the  parturient  female  has  to  undergo  during  protracted 
labor,  and  hasten  its  favorable  termination,  will  be  heartily 
welcome.  I  would. much  like  to  hear  the  experience  of  other 
physicians,  whose  obstetric  practice  will  allow  of  their  giving 
it  a  fair  trial. 
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PBOLONQSD  BBTENTION  OF  A  DEAD  FCETUS. 


Prof.  Depaul  presented  at  thp  Paris  Academie  de  Medicine 
a  specimen  of  a  foetus  which  was  expelled  after  a  pregnancy 
that  had  lasted  between  ten  and  eleven  months.     A  young 
woman,  who  had  already  borne  a  child,  ceased  menstruating 
after  September  8th,  and  was  delivered  on  August  14th  of  a 
child,  which  had  died  at  the  fifth  month,  being  expelled  with- 
out tho  membranes  having  been  ruptured,  and  exhibiting  no 
signs  of  putrefaction.    It  is  the  first  time  a  pregnancy  has  oc- 
curred in  Prof.  Depaul's  practice  which  iias  been  prolonged 
between  ten  and  eleven  months,  the  foetus  not  being  expelled 
for  from  five  to  six  months  after  its  death.    The  mother, 
neither  during  the  pregnancy,  nor  since  her  delivery,  has  pre- 
sented any  symptoms  of  a  morbid  character  whatever.    The 
case,  he  observed,  was  only  one  to  be  added  to  many  others 
proving  that  a  foetus  dead  in  utero   may  sojourn  therein  for 
several  months,  providing  that  the  membranes  remain  intact, 
without  any  injury  to  the  mother.    The  macerated  foetus,  on 
this  occasion,  did  not  exhale   the  slightest  smell  of  putrefac- 
tion, although  it  had  remained  in  contact  with  air  and  water 
for  twenty-four  hours. 


BACTEBIA. 


Dr.  Gregg  denies  m  toto  the  theory  of  bacteria,  and  be- 
lieves that  the  so-called  living  organisms  are  not  such,  but 
are  only  fibrin  in  its  various  changing  forms  and  conditions. 
He  sustains  himself  by  a  line  of  facts  and  reasonings  that 
se^m  to  justify  his  position,  and  which  certainly  warrant  the 
consideration  of  candid  minds.  The  ^^  Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter''  says  of  Dr.  Gregg's  writings  on  Sacteria  and 
Diphtheria:  *'A  physician  of  Buffalo,  Dr.  Roll  in  R.  Gregg,  has 
attacked  what  he  calls '  the  great  bacteria  fallacy,'  maintaining 
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that  the  so-called  micrococci  in  the  diphtheritic  membrane  are 
in  reality  grannies,  fibrils  and  spirals  of  fibrin.  It  appears 
that  he  has  written  a  book  on  the  subject,  which,  however,  we 
have  not  seen.  From  some  expressions  in  the  reprints  sent 
us,  we  judge  him  to  be  one  of  the  independent  schools  of  med- 
icine.   At  any  rate,  his  views  deserve  consideration." 

BETENTION  OF  PLACENTA  FOB  SEVEN  MONTHS. 


'  Ernest  H.  Jacob,  -  M.  A.,  If.  D.,  (  "  London  Lancet"  )  states 
that  a  woman  came  to  the  Leeds  Public  Dispensary  at  the  end 
of  June,  1881,  saying  tliat  seven  months  before  that  time  she 
had  had  a  miscarriage  at  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  and 
though  attended  by  a  physician  there  was  some  doubt  as  to 
whether  she  had  parted  with  the  after-birth.  A  week  after 
the  miscarriage  she  had  severe  flooding,  and  on  several 
occasions  had  passed  ^'  lumps  of  flesh."  She  was  blanched, 
weak  and  nervous,  and  walked  with  difficulty.  An  examina- 
tion showed  the  uterus  to  be  large,  os  soft,  patulous,  and 
somewhat  eroded,  not  admitting  a  finger,  and  there  was  pres- 
ent a  non-offensive  sanious  discharge.  Thinking  the  case  one 
of  subinvolution,  Dr.  Jacob  ordered  twenty  drops  of  ergot 
three  times  daily,  and  a  mild  astringent  injection.  After 
three  doses  violent  pains  came  on,  which  resulted  in  the  dis- 
charge of  a  perfect  placenta  about  the  size  of  a  fist.  The 
placenta  was  indurated  but  not  offensive  to  the  smell.  It  is 
remarkable  that  a  placenta  eo  long  retained  did  not  give  rise 
to  septic  mischief.    The  patient  made  a  rapid  recovery. 


PSTSICIAN  AND  SHOEMAKEB. 


"  I  want  you  to  put  on  a  new  pair  of  heels  to  these  boots," 
said  Dr.  Ipecac  to  the  shoemaker.  "  Why  don't  you  do  it 
yourself,  doctor?"  asked  old  "Waxends.  "I?"  replied  the 
doctor,  in  astonishment.  "  Why,  yes.  Does  not  the  good 
book  say,  Physician,  heal  thyself?" — Obs,  Oaz. 
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ANEW  TREATMENT  FOB  PBUSITUS. 


Dr.  H.  K.  Steele,  of  Denver,  Col.,  sends  to  the  "  Cincinnati 
Lancet  and  Clinic"  a  description  of  a  new  method  of  treating 
pruritus  of  vulva  or  anus  :  "  The  remedy  is  quinia  sulphate 
rubbed  up  with  only  sufficient  lard  to  hold  it  together.  The 
nearer  you  get  the  full  strength  of  the  quinia  the  more  effica- 
cious it  will  prove.  Apply  freely  and  thoroughly.  It  has 
proven  a  specific  in  my  hands." 


S^nh  <ffatues. 


Thx  Ambrican  HoMCEPATmc  Pharmacof<eia. — Compiled  and  Published 
by  Boericke  &  Zafel/  of  Fhlladelphia  and  New  Tork. 

This  is  an  admirable  book — admirable  in  paper,  type,  bind- 
ing, arrangement,  and  scientific  and  literary  execution.  It  is 
a  welcome  book,  as  it  fills  a  place  which  has  practically  been  a 
void  in  homoeopathic  literature,  from  the  very  inception  of 
homoBopathy  down  to  the  present  time.  We  doubt  if  the  en- 
terprising and  distinguished  publishers  have  placed  the  pro- 
fession under  so  much  obligation  by  the  appearance  of  any 
book  from  their  establishment  in  the  past  decade  (excepting, 
of  course,  "Diseases  Peculiar  to  Infants  and  Children").  We 
have  had  several  books,  from  time  to  time,  in  this  depart- 
ment, but  none  equal  in  well-rounded  completeness  to  the 
one  under  consideration.  The  necessity  of  falling  back  on 
allopathic  authorities  has  been  both  humiliating  and  unsatis- 
factory, as  very  many  of  our  best  remedies  are  wholly  un- 
known to  and  receive  no  notice  whatever  in  such  works 

Persons  who  have  had  no  experience,  or  whose  attention 
may  not  have  been  specially  called  to  this  description  of 
literary  work,  can  have  no  just  conception  of  the  great  amount 
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of  labor  and  research  necessary  in  the  compilation  of  such  a 
book  as  the  one  now  under  review,  for  it  is  largely  a  work  of 
compilation  from  the  various  sources  of  knowledge  on  natural 
history,  chemistry,  scientific  terminalogy  and  pharmacy.  To 
accomplish  exactness  and  completeness  in  these  various  par- 
ticulars on  three  or  four  hundred  different  subjects  is  no 
child's  play,  surely.  And  yet,  in  all  these  various  particulars^ 
there  is  evidence  of  a  painstaking  thoroughness  and  complete- 
ness, which  will  doubtless  secure  to  the  publishers  their  due 
meed  of  praise  and  patronage  at  the  hands  of  an  obliged 
profession. 

Having,  as  we  hope,  placed  ourselves  on  terms  of  amity 
with  the  compiler  and  publishers  by  these  few,  but  earnest 
and  well-deserved  words  of  commendation,  we  propose  to 
take  advantage  of  such  pacific  relations,  to  utter  a  few  words 
of  adverse  criticism  on  some  minor  points. 

In  the  first  place,  we  see  indications  that  the  compiler's  zeal 
ih  behalf  of  the  "weightier  matters"  of  natural  history,  sci- 
ence, chemistry  and  pharmacy  occasionally  entraps  him  into 
certain  faults  in  syntax.  For  example,  in  the  middle  of  the 
introduction  we  find,  "The  greatest  care  and  precision  is  re- 
quired." In  the  preface,  "We  gleaned"  would  be  improved 
by  the  perfect  tense — ^we  have  gleaned. 

Under  the  heading  "Preparation"  the  expressions  "is  chopped 
and  pounded;"  "is  dissolved,"  "are  finely  powdered,"  "is  finely 
powdered,"  probably  occur  several  hundred  times  during  the 
progress  of  the  work.  We  think  grammatical  accuracy  and 
conformity  to  established  usage  would  be  better  subserved  by 
the  use  of  the  imperative  form  of  the  verb,  instead  of  the 
indicative,  so  constantly  used  by  the  learned  compiler. 

On  page  10  he  quotes  and  endorses  the  statement  from 
Hahnemann,  that  all  substance  of  "a  medicinal  nature  at  the 
third  trituration  become  soluble  in  water  and  alcohol,  a  fact 
hitherto  unknown  to  chemistry."  As  we  understand  it,  recent 
scientific  investigations  by  the  microscopist  and  chemist  go  to 
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refnte  the  truth  of  this  position.  In  the  light  of  these  recent 
investigations,  we  think  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  sub- 
stances insoluble  in  the  crude  state  remain  so  at  the  third  or 
any  subsequent  higher  attenuation,  unless  there  be  some  in- 
cidental chemical  change  in  the  nature  of  the  substance 
during  the  process  of  successive  attenuations;  and  hence,  the 
only  reliable  mode  of  attenuation  in  the  management  of  sub- 
stances insoluble  in  the  crude  state  is  by  trituration.  Particles 
of  matter  of  light  specific  gravity,  insoluble  in  the  crude  state, 
may,  when  treated  to  several  successive  triturations,  be  found 
floating  in  the  menstruum,  so  as  to  constitute  a  mixture  so 
long  as  the  menstruum  is  kept  in  motion;  but  that  a  solution 
is  thus  technically  obtained  would  seem  highly  improbable. 
This  doctrine  of  Hahnemann,  under  the  theory  and  use  of  very 
high  attenuations,  became  a  sort  of  .pharmaceutical  necessity. 
The  very  great  extremes  to  which  some  of  his  followers  have 
recently  gone  have  greatly  intensified  this  necessity,  as  it 
would  be  practicably  impossible  to  reach  such  extremes  in 
attenuation  by  the  process  of  trituration. 

We  think  it  further  safe  to  affirm  that,  in  very  high.dilu- 
tions  from  substances  insoluble  in  the  crude  state,  the  par- 
ticles may  simply  become  less  frequent  or  more  remote  from 
each  other,  but  have  not  been  subdivided  or  grown  smaller 
since  the  last  trituration,  and  in  no  way  approach  the  true 
idea  or  state  of  dynamization  as  inculcated  by  high  dilution- 
ists.  These  vagrant  particles  in.  successive  attempts  at  solu- 
tion (dilution)  continue  to  wander  farther  and  farther  away 
from  each  other,  until  finally  none  is  left  to  tell  the  tale 
either  in  substance  or  essence,  and  a  supposed  dilution  if^ 
reached  which  is  both  practically  and  technically  nihil.  If 
these  remote  particles  from  matter  insoluble  in  the  crude 
state  possess  an  essence  or  spirit  which  must  be  disembodied 
in  order  to  become  effective  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  and 
if  this  spirit  can  only  be  set  loose  or  disembodied  by  the 
highest  extremes  of  subdivision  and  attenuation,  the  inference 
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seems  clear  that  such  extreme  tenaity  can  only  seem  plausible 
or  possible  under  a  system  of  practically  impossible  tritura- 
tions— alcoholic  and  watery  washings  or  dilutions  simply  dis- 
persing the  particles,  but  in  no  way  reducing  their  size  or 
increasing  their  tenuity. 

Finally,  we  sincerely  wish  the  learned  compiler  had  adopted 
and  used  the  word  attenuation  instead  of  potency.  The  former  is 
comprehensive  and  exact  in  import  and  application ;  the  latter 
to  many  ears  conveys  an  "uncertain  sound."  The  limited  fol- 
lowing which  attaches  to  it  a  somewhat  definite  meaning,  does 
so  in  close  association  with  a  certain  therapeutic  abstraction, 
unsnstained  by  reason,  experience  or  analogy,  and  which 
must  ultimately  be  relegated  to  the  "bats  and  moles"  of  pro- 
fessional obscurity.  And  for  fear  this  mode  of  expression 
might  convey  an  "uncertain  sound,"  we  make  plain  by  saying 
we  refer  to  the  doctrine  of  dynamization. 

Again  we  make  to  the  publishers  of  this  book  our  profound- 
est  salam,  and  wish  they  may  be  ever  thus  fortunate  in  their 
ejfforts  to  serve  the  professioii. 

St.  Louis.  W.  A.  Edmonds,  M.  I). 


dUor'n  firmver. 


We  are  just  getting  on  the  cars,  to  go  to  the  Western  Academy  meeting 
St  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  wiU  teU  you  all  about  it  in  our  next.    Au  renoir! 

Dr.  B.  F.  Hobrmaxn,  of  Waterto|ni,  Wis.,  has  been  elected  President 
and  Medical  Director  of  the  Harmonia  Benefit  Society.  He  wants  a 
first-class  surgeon  to  go  in  partnership  with  him  in  practice.  Pass  it 
around. 

A  Pleasant  SuRPRiSB.~Dr.  L.  S.  Ordway,  of  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  ar- 
rived in  this  city  yesterday  on  liis  way  to  attend  the  American  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy,  the  national  convention  of  which  meets  in  Indianapolis 
next  Tuesday.  A  surprise  awaited  the  doctor  in  the  shape  of  a  very  de- 
lightful little  reception,  given  to  him  last  night  by  Mre.  Dr.  M.  B.  Pear- 
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man,  3134  Pine  street,  when  about  twenty-five  of  his  professional  and 
special  friends  met  to  greet  and  do  him  honor.  Prominent  among  those 
present  were  Dr.  Philo  G.  Valentine  and  wife,  Dr.  James  A.  Campbell  and 
wife,  Drs.  Walker,  Comstock,  Parsons,  Edmunds,  Kershaw,  Cummings, 
and  Spaulding;  also  Rer.  Dr.  Wm.  Porteus  and  daughter,  Capt.  Lourey 
and  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hull,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haydock,  Geo.  A.  Fay  of 
Teifnessee  and  Mr.  Luyties. 

Mr.  Alf.  C.  Poindexter  added  much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  evening  by 
his  songs,  as  did  also  Mr.  Culver  by  his  music. 

After  refreshments,  the  guests  separated.— Jfo.  2?eptid2ican,  June  11. 

Our  friend,  Dr.  L.  S.  Ordway,  is  President  of  the  Board  of  Health  of 
Hot  Springs.    A  more  stirring  business,  practical  man  we  never  met. 

Why  Shb  Was  Afraid  ov  thb  Dentist.— A  middle-aged  lady  entered 
a  dentist's  office,  seeking  relief  from  the  terrific  pain  that  accompanies  an 
aching  tooth,  and  was  seated  in  the  luxurious  chair,  which  of  itself  has 
almost  the  power  from  its  easy  and  luxurious  upholstering  to  soothe  and 
comfort  tooth-troubled  humanity.  S)ie  folded  her  arms  across  her  breast 
as  she  gazed  pleadingly  into  the  doctor's  face  and  said : 

"Will  it  hurt  me,  doctor?" 

'^Oh,  no,''  replied  the  disciple  of  forcep  and  filing  irons,  "not  at  all  if 
you  only  sit  still." 

"But,  doctor,"  continued  the  garrulous  patient,  as  she  leaned  back  and 
laid  her  head  upon  the  rest,  "I  am  afraid  you  may  make  a  mistake." 

"Don't  alarm  yourself,  madam;  I  am  thoroughly  acquainted  with  my 
profession,"  and  he  drew  from  a  littie  drawer  an  ugly  piece  of  steel  and 
approached  the  woman. 

"But,  doctor,  I  want  you  to  be  very  careful  to  not  hurt.  The  last  time 
I  went  to  a  dentist's,  he  had  just  commenced  pulling  with  terrific  force, 
when  his  ^drawers'  slipped  off  and  he  hurt  me  awfully.  Now,  don't  you 
doit".— I\»<kiloo«a  (JVw.)  Times. 

Back  FHom  Indianapolis— Thb  Homcsopaths  Well  Pleased  With 
THE  Bbsults  of  Theie  CONVENTION.— Most  of  the  St.  Louis  delegates  to 
the  Indianapolis  homodopathic  convention  got  back  yesterday.  It  was  the 
85th  annual  meeting  of  the  Americaf^Inatitute  of  Homoeopathy.  Dr.  Philo 
6.  Valentine,  a  prominent  delegate  from  this  city,  was  seen  yesterday,  and 
he  expressed  himself  as  well  pleased  with  the  results  of  the  convention* 
The  sessions  were  held  In  the  Gra  d  opera-house,  opening  on  the  13th, 
Mayor  Grubs  delivering  the  welcoming  address,  and  Dr.  C.  T.  Corliss,  of 
IndianapoUs,  responding  for  the  institute.  There  was  nothing  unusual 
in  the  proceedings,  the  attention  of  the  delegates  being  confined  to  busi- 
ness of  a  purely  professional  nature.  Some  merriment  was  caused  when 
a  member  introduced  a  resolution  to  this  effect : 
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^^That  in  view  of  the  great  calamity  that  has  fallen  on  the  members  of 
the  New  Yerk  State  Medical  Society,  in  being  refused  recognition  by  the 
American  Medical  Association  at  the  recent  meeting  at  St.  Panl,  the  In- 
stitute of  Homosopathy  throws  open  its  doors  and  invites  the  disfranchised 
to  sit  with  its  members." 

This  provoked  some  good-natured  discussion,  during  which  a  delegate 
from  Michigan  warned  the  institute  not  to  be  too  enthusiastic.  The  tfew 
York  society  had  given  permission  to  its  practitioners  to  consult  with 
legally  qualified  physicians  of  all  schools,  but  had  arrogated  to  itself  al^ 
that  was  good  by  adopting  the  word  '^regular'*  in  referring  to  its  own 
members.    The  resolution  was  tabled. — Mo,  BepubUcan^  June  17. 

Honors  to  Homocopathy— Thb  Boakd  of  Countt  Commissionebs 
Pass  Eulogistic  Resolutions  Reqakdinq  Dbs.  Everett  and  Britt. — 
The  Board  of  County  Commissioners  seem  to  thoroughly  appreciate  the 
good  service  done  by  Drs.  Everett  and  Britt  in  the  management  of  the 
County  Hospital.  On  Tuesday,  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  Board 
passed  the  following  by  a  unanimous  vote : 

Whereas,  As  appears  by  the  reports  of  the  County  Physician,  the  ex* 
penses  of  the  county  in  4:he  Medical  department  of  the  Poor  house,  and 
the  treatment  of  the  sick  in  the  County  jail,  and  the  outside  poor  of  the 
coimty,  for  the  year  ending  March  81, 1882,  was  the  sum  of  #3,223.46  less 
than  the  expenses  of  the  county  for  the  like  purposes  for  the  year  ending 
March  81,  1881 ;  and 

Whereas,  During  the  period  first  mentioned  the  number  treated  by  the 
County  Physician  was  largely  in  excess  of  the  number  treated  for  the  pre- 
ceding year  mentioned,  thereby  showing  a  double  gain;  and 

Whereas,  It  also  appears  that  during  the  year  ending  March  31, 1882, 
the  death  rate  of  the  County  poor  was  reduced  60  per  cent,  below  the  rate 
of  the  next  preceding  year :  and 

Whereas,  Such  reduction  in  the  expenses  and  in  the  death  rate  waa 
largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  Ambrose  S.  Everett,  late  County  Physician, 
and  Dr.  Britt,  late  resident  physician ;  therefore  be  it 

Besolvedy  In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  Dr.  Ambrose  S.  Everett  deserves 
the  gratitude  of  the  people  of  this  county  for  the  foithf ul,  economical  and 
successful  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  arduous  duties  of  the 
office  of  County  Physician. 

That  the  results  attained  under  his  management  attest  in  the  highest 
degree  his  skUl  as  a  physician  and  his  worth  as  a  man. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  Dr. 
Britt  for  his  faithful  and  judicious  services  rendered  the  county  as  resi* 
dent  physician  at  the  poor  house. 

That  both  to  Dr.  Everett  and  Dr.  Britt  this  Board  extend  its  high  ap- 
preciation of  their  services,  so  honorably  and  successfully  performed. 
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77/1:  AMERICAN  INSTirUTE  SESSION, 


[reported  by  the  general  editor.] 


The  thirty-fifth  session  (thirty-ninth  anniversary),  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  was  held  at  Indianapo- 
lis, Indiana,  June  13th  to  l()th,  inclusive.  A  large  number 
of  members,  representing  every  section  of  the  Union,  as- 
sembled in  the  (irand  Opera  House. 

FIRST    DAY. 

Morning  Sesmon. — At  10:30  o'clock,  the  Institute  was 
called  to  order,  and  a  scripture  selection  was,read,  and  prayer 
offered  by  Rev.  E.  A.  Bradley.  Hon.  D.  W.  Grubb,  Mayor 
of  Indianapolis,  and  Dr.  C.  T.  Corliss,  of  Indianapolis  repre- 
senting the  State  Medical  Society,  of  Indiana,  delivered  ad- 
dresses of  welcome,  which  were  suitably  responded  to  by  the 
president. 

The  order  of  business,  as  prepared  by  the  secretary,  was 
then  adopted. 

The  Annual  Address  of  the  president,  William  L.  Brey- 
fogle,  M.  t).,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  was  then  delivered.* 

♦Omitted. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  H.  W.  Taylor,  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana, 
the  president's  address  was  referred  to  a  committee,  consist- 
ing of  Drs.  Taylor,  Dake,  and  Willard.  The  chair  also  ap- 
pointed as  an  auditing  committee,  Drs.  D.  H.  Becfcwith,  A. 
C.  Cowperthwaite,  and  F.  II.  Orme. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Burgher,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Publica- 
tion, presented  his  annual  report,  and  also  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  The  latter  report  mentioned  the  ac- 
tion of  the  committee  in  changing  the  place  of  meeting  from 
Richmond,  Virginia,  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  On  motion 
the-  report  was  accei)ted,  and  the  action  of  the  committee 
approved. 

Dr.  II.  D.  Paine's  report  as  Necrologist  alluded  to  the 
death,  during  the  year,  of  Drs,  John  F.  Gray,  of  New  York 
City ;  E,  T.  Richardson,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York ;  S.  M. 
(iale,  of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts ;  T.  S.  Scales,  of 
Woburn,  Massachusetts ;  J.  J.  Youlin,  of  Jersey  City,  New 
Jersej' ;  C.  Preston,  of  Wilmington,  Delaware;  T.  Moore, 
of  (iermantown,  Pennsylvania ;  W.  Sherzer,  of  New  York 
City. 

Dr.  E.  M  Kellogg,  of  New  York,  treasurer,  reported 
total  receipts  for  the  year  amounting  to  $4,880,43  ;  and 
total  disbursements  of  $5,308.48 ;  leaving  a  deficit  of 
$428.05  ;  to  which  should  be  added,  unpaid  bills  of  500.00  ; 
making  a  total  deficiency  of  $928.05,  this  deficiency  being 
due  entirely  to  unusual  expenditures  in  the  payment  of  the 
balance  of  bills  due  upon  the  issue  of  the  Centennial  volumes 
of  the  Transarfionj<,  The  treasurer  stated,  that  without 
doubt,  the  deficit  would  be  extinguished  during  the  next  year 
from  the  ordinary  incx)meof  the  Institute.  Report  accepted 
and  referred  to  the  Auditing:  Committee. 

Dr.  F.  R.  McManus,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  read  the 
api)lication  of   ten   physicians  for  membership,  and  there 
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being  no  objection  to  any  one  of  them,  they  were   duly 
elected. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Guernsey  reported  on  behalf  of  the  HoniGeo- 
pathic  Library  and  Reading  Room,  of  Philadelphia.  He 
also  read  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  last  year  on 
the  subject  of  the  library  of  Dr.  Hering.  The  library  con- 
sists of  several  thousand  volumes,  and  the  committee  recom- 
mends the  purchase  of  the  library,  its  deposit  in  a  suitable 
place  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  it  be  known  as  the  Hering 
Library.. 

On  motion,  Drs.  H.  W.  Taylor,  J.  S.  Mitchell  and 
R.  N.  Foster,  were  appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  subject  to  the  Institute. 

Dr.  Philo  G.  Valentine  made  a  brief  verbal  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  St.  Louis  Society  of  Homoeopathic  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons ;  Dr.  J.  E.  James,  on  the  Philadelphia 
County  Society ;  Dr.  J.  S.  Mitchell  on  behalf  of  the  Hom- 
oeopathic Free  Dispensary,  of  Chicago.  He  also  mentioned 
the  opening  of  the  Cook  County  Public  Hospital  to  Homoe- 
opathy. Dr.  George  B.  Peck  reported  on  behalf  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society.  Dr.  Fisher,  of 
Montreal,  spoke  of  the  condition  of  Homoeopathy  in  the 
Dominion  of  Canada ;  Dr.  M.  T.  Runnels  for  the  Indiana 
Institute  of  Homoeopathy  ;  Drs.  Storke  and  Sherman  for  the 
Wisconsin  Homoeopathic  Society  ;  Dr.  Higbee  for  the  Min- 
nesota Society ;  Dr.  Hedges  for  the  Illinois  Society  ;  Dr. 
Ordway,  of  Arkansas,  on  the  progress  of  Homoeopathy  in 
that  State ;  Dr.  McClatchey  reported  for  the  Hahnemann 
Club,  of  Philadelphia,  also  for  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Col- 
lege, of  Philadelphia  ;  Dr.  R.  C.  Allen  for  the  Homoeopathic 
Medical  Society  of  the  Twenty-third  Ward  of  Philadelphia ; 
Dr.  Fahnestock  for  the  Northern  Indiana  Institute  of  Homoe- 
opathy ;  Dr.  R.  F.  Baker  for  the  Iowa  State  Society  ;  Dr. 
R.  N.  Foster,  of  Chicago,  for  the  Academy  of  Physicians 
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and  Surgeons  of  Chicago ;  Dr.  G.  E.  Brown  for  the 
Nebraska  State  Society  ;  Dr.  G.  H.  Wilson  for  the  Connec- 
-tieut  State  Society. 

Dr..  Peniberton  Dudley,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Medical  Literature,  presented  his  annual  report,  showing 
during  the  year,  the  issue  of  forty-seven  books,  with  an 
aggregate  of  over  1G,00()  pages,  and  thirty-two  journals, 
with  an  aggregate  of  nearly  15,000  pages,  making  a  total  of 
about  81,000  pages  of  homoeopathic  literature  sent  out  dur- 
ing the  year.  Sixteen  of  the  journals  are  American,  and 
sixteen  are  foreign.  At  1 :  30  p.  m.,  the  Institute  took  a 
recess. 

Afternoon  Session. — ^The  Institute  reassembled  at  3:20 
p.  M.  The  Auditing  Committee's  report  was  presented  and 
accepted,  and  the  Treasurer's  report  was  then  adopted  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

A  congratulatory  telegram  wa«  received  from  the  New 
York  Medical  Times ^  and  duly  responded  to. 

Dr.  11.  W.  Taylor,  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ilering 
Library,  reported,  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  committee,  and  that  a  subscription  be 
opened  for  that  object.     The  recommendation  was  adopted. 

The  Bureau  of  General  Sanitary  Science,  reported  through 
Dr.  (i.  M.  Ockford.  The  report  includes  several  papers,  as 
follows :  * 

**  Sanitation,  its  Objects  and  Results,"  by  E.  U.  Jones, 
M.  D.,  chairman,  of  Taunton,  Massachusetts. 

*'  Sanitation  of  Renal  Diseases,  by  W.  J.  Harris,  M.  D., 
of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

**  Vaccination,"  by  D.  H.  Beckwith,  M.  I).,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

''  Sanitation  of  the  Exanthemata,"  by  G.  M.  Ockford, 
M.  D.,  of  Vincennes,  Ind. 

On  motion  the  rules  were  suspended  to  allow  Dr.  Beck- 
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with' a  paper  to  be  read  in  full.  The  paper  calls  attention 
to  the  prejudice  against  vaccination,  which  is  being  so  indus- 
triously cultivated,  and  to  the  immense  demand  created  by 
the  widespread  ])revahMiee  of  small-pox,  and  the  temptation 
thereby  engendered  to  sell  spurious,  or  inferior,  or  noxious 
products  for  pure  vaccine  virus.  It  makes  mention  of  the 
writer's  own  observations  of  maladministration  of  the  busi- 
ness of  vaccine  propagation.  Physicians  residing  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  report  to  him  vast  percentages  of 
unsuccessful  vaccinations,  and  his  own  experience  confirmed 
their  statements.  As  to  the  (piestion  whether  tuberculosis 
can  be  transmitted  by  vaccination,  he  cited  recent  authorities 
to  show  that  the  affirmative  of  the  question  is  true.  The  pre- 
ventive influence  of  vaccination  is  then  shown  to  be  of  a 
most  effective  character,  and  brilliant  results  obtained  from 
a  large  number  of  sources  were  presented.  He  thought  that 
a  j)erfect  and  thorough  vaccination  is  perfectly  pro{)hylactic, 
and  probably  does  not  need  repetition.  He  therefoiT  urged 
the  adoption  of  stringent  legal  measures  to  secure  the  com- 
munity against  impure  or  inert  bovine  virus. 

Dr.  B<>wen,of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  in  opening  the  discus- 
sion, expressed  the  belief  that  the  bovine  virus  of  Beaugen- 
cy,  of  lH(>(i,  had  gradually  deteriorated  since  that  time; 
there  had  been  no  perfect  vaccination,  in  his  opinion,  since 
the  cold  winter  of  1SH0-1H81. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Taylor,  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  said  there  is 
more  noise  about  bad  vaccination  then  the  facts  warmnt. 
As  to  vaccination  with  *'dead  animal  matter"  that  Dr..  Bow- 
en  speaks  about,  he  had  found  it  impossible  after  repeated 
trials. 

Dr.  Morrell,  of  Norwalk,  ().,  confirmed  some  of  the  state- 
ments of  Dr.  Bowen  as  to  the  effects  of  **  bad  virus." 

Dr.  McManus,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  had  treated  a  great 
many  eases  of  small-pox.     He  had  never  contracted  thedis- 
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etise,  and  attributed  his  safety  to  vaccine   matter  introduced 
into  his. arm  seventy-three  years  ago. 

Dr.  Ordway,  of  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  found  that  unvacci- 
nated  persons  might  escaj)e  small-pox,  as  everybody  known. 

Dr.  Armstrong,  of  Lafayette,  Ind.,  complained  that  vac- 
cination did  not  "  take  "  well  during  the  last  year.  In  his 
county,  last  winter,  six  cases  of  variolous  disease  occurred. 
Of  these,  five  had  not  been  vaccinated  and  all  died.  The 
remaining  one  had  been  vaccinated  and  had  a  light  form  of 
varioloid,  and  of  course  recovered. 

Dr.  D.  S.  Smith,  of  Chicago,  III.,  said  there  is  nothing 
that  he  had  read,  nothing  he  had  heard  of,  which  could 
weigh  against  vaccination. 

Dr.  Dudley,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  said  that  numerous 
cases  of  ''spontaneous"  cow-pox  had  occurred  in  hidia dur- 
ing the  last  year.  He  gave  the  statistics  of  the  Philadelphia 
Municipal  Hospital  during  the  terrible  epidemic  of  1 87 1-1S72, 
as  well  as  his  own  professional  observations,  in  suppoi-t  of 
the  prophylactic  virtues  of  vaccination. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Beckwith  thought  it  true,  as  Dr.  Dudley  hud 
said,  that  in  case  tubercular  matter  were  introducj'd  by  vac- 
cination, it  will  develop  symptons  of  tuberculosis  mpidly, 
and  will  not  lie  quiescent  for  a  long  series  of  years. 

Dr.  Dickson,  of  Chicago,  called  attention  to  the  two  varies 
ties,  spurious  and  true,  of  vaccination,  and  that  these  two 
varieties  can  be  distinguished  as  they  ocrur  in  the  bovine 
animal.  He  hsd  propagated  virus  to  a  large  extent,  and 
gave  some  detailed  account  of  the  precautions  to  be  observ- 
ed. He  thought  cheap  points  (say  less  than  ten  cents 
apiece)  cannot  be  conscientiously  {)roduced. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Dake,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  continued  the  discus- 
sion, as  did  also  Drs.  Richardson  and  V'alentine,  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  of  Boston,  Mass.  The  latter  gentleman 
urged  that  active  measures  should  be  adopted  to  secure  the  in- 
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terveiition  of  government  to  protect  the  profession  and  com- 
munity against  the  propagation  and  sale  of  impure  or  inert 
vaccine  virus.  He  offered  a  resolution  to  that  effect,  which, 
after  adverse  discussion  by  Dr.  T.  P.  Wilson,  and  others, 
was  adopted. 

The  discu8si(>n  of  sanitation  was  then  continued  at  some 
length,  after  which  the  Report  of  the  Bureau  was  closed  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication.     Adjourned  till 

Kveiihig  Sesnion. — The  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Materia 
Medica  w^as  presented  by  the  chairman.  Dr.  A.  C.  C'owper- 
thwaite,  of  Iowa  City.     It  embraced  : 

**  Conlirified  Symptoms,  Clinical  or  Proved,  in  Diseases  of 
Women  and  (-hildren,"  by  Kate  Parsons,  M.I).,  of  ("leve- 
land«  Ohio. 

**  Provings  of  Amorphous  Phosphorus"  by  H.  X.  Martin, 
M.D.,  and  preseatod  ah  h  conlribiitiiui  of  the  Philadelphia 
<^mTnty  Societv. 

**  Confirmed  Clinical  I'ses  of  a  few  Remedies,"  by  H.  X. 
<iuemi»ey,  M.I).,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dr.  William  Owens,  of  Cincinnati,  discussed  the  proper- 
ties of  one  of  the  drugs  mentioned  in  Dr.  Guernsey's  paper, 
viz.,  Acefiv  and.  It  tends  to  soften  and  destroy  epithelial 
tissues.  Hence,  he  had  succeeded  in  removing  epithelioma 
by  the  application  of  Act^tic  acid  2^ .  The  internal  use  of 
the  drug  had  also  given  good  results.  It  also  answers  effi- 
ciently in  septicaemia,  preventing  the  decomposition  of 
tissues.  Scirrhus  cancer  also  had  been  affected  favorablv 
by  the  same  drug,  and  he  had  administered  it  hypodermi- 
cally  in  the  affected  neighborhood,  the  injections  being  made 
in  dilute  form  and  at  intervals  of  two  weeks. 

Dr.  Cowperthwaite  contended  against  Dr.  (iuernsey's 
habit  of  not  repeating  the  dose  except  at  exceedingly  long 
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intervals.  He  had  left  college  with  full  confidence  in  Dr. 
Guernsey's  views,  but  he  had  been  forced  to  change  his  opin- 
ions, and  his  experimental  knowledge  had  been  dearly 
bought. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Taylor  characterized  Dr.  Guernsey's  method 
as  pure  expectancy,  and  neither  Hahnemannian  nor  homceo- 
pathic. 

The  papers  were  then,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publiciition.     Adjourned. 

SKCOM)    DAY. 

Morning  Session. — The  Board  of  Censors  reported  fa- 
vorably upon  twelve  applicants  for  membership,  and  there 
being  no  objection  to  any  one  of  them,  they  were,  on  mo- 
tion, elected. 

W.  H.  Winslow,  M.D.,  of  Pittsburgh,  Chairman  of  the 
C'Ommittee  on  Foreign  Corresi)ondence,  rej)orted  that,  in 
Switzerland  and  other  countries,  homceoi)athists  are  {)ro- 
gressing  side  by  side  with  allopathists,  because  all  practi- 
tioners are  graduates  of  the  same  university,  and  the  knowl- 
edge of  homoeopathy  is  superadded  to  the  knowledge  of 
allopathy,  and  the  practice  of  all  physicians  is  modified  by 
homoeopathy.  In  (iermany,  Homcpopathy  is  stronger  than 
it  appears  to  be.  All  ])rescrij)tions  must  be  dispensed  by 
druggists,  and  there  are,  consequently,  fewer  sharp  lines  of 
distinction  between  the  schools  than  here,  or  in  England. 
In  France,  notwithstanding  the  despotic  attempts  to  crush 
our  system,  still  there  is  strong  ground  of  ho{)e  for  its  fu- 
ture in  that  country.  In  Eng^land  there  are  more  men  en- 
gaged  in  the  study  of  homoeopathy  than  ever  before,  still 
there  are  causes  and  occasions  of  difference  among:  our 
friends  there,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  more  unity 
is  being  secured.     There  seems  to  be  a  likelihood  that  F^ng- 
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landed  homoeopathic  policy  will  soon  follow  somewhat  in  the 
s^me  direction  which  has  led  to  such  excellent  results  in  this 
country.     The  report  was  accepted  and  referred. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legislation  was  presented 
by  J.  P.  Dake,  M.D.,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  the  chairman, 
Pr.  fh  C.  Morgan,  of  Philadelphia,  being  absent* 

The  report  embraces  statements  of  the  educational  and 
sanitary  legislation,  in  its  reference  to  homoeopathy,  the  na- 
tional medical  civil  sei*vice,  the  army  and  navy,  the  niarine 
hospital  and  pension  service,  etc.  The  letter  of  the  sur- 
geon-general of  the  navy  practically  opens  the  door  of  the 
naval  medical  service  to  practitioners  of  our  school,  while 
the  silence  of  the  marine  hospital  department  and  the  letter 
i)f  the  surgeon-general  of  the  army  indicate  positive  hostil- 
ity, to  which  the  report  recommends  earnestly  the  equally 
positive  and  determined  action  of  the  Institute.  The  report 
also  recommends  the  appointment  of  an  embassy,  to  wait 
upon  the  government  authorities  in  relation  to  the  matter, 
and  that  the  profession  exeit  their  utmost  influence  to  se- 
cure the  interpretation  of  all  medical  service  regulations  that 
•shaM  accord  with  our  just  claims. 

The  special  department  of  the  report,  which  relates  to  the 
medical  service  of  the  army  and  navy,  with  correspondence 
on  the  subject,  was  also  read  in  full. 

Dr.  J.  C.  McClelland  recommended  national  governmen- 
tal action  in  reference  to  the  hygiene  of  public  buildings. 

Dr.  R.  N.  Foster,  of  the  same  committee,  urged  the  In- 
a^titute  to  take  action,  looking  to  secure  national  legislative 
supervision  of  the  work  of  medical  education,  with  a  view 
to  a  positive  and  decisive  elevation  of  its  standard. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Taylor  moved. the  thanks  of  the  Institute  to 
Dr.  Morgan  for  his  report.     Adopted. 

The  following  was  offered  by  Dr.  Dake,  and  adopted : 

IteMoIved,  That  the  subject  of  the  rejection  of  honioeo- 
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pathic  physicians  from  service  as  surgeons  in  United  States 
Army,  as  distinctly  stated  by  Surgeon-General  Barnes  in 
his  correspondence  with  Dr.  Morgan,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Medical  I^egislation,  with  power  to  act,  in  the 
name  of  this  national  body. 

The  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation  was,  also,  by  vote, 
instructed  to  further  consider  the  recommendations  set  forth 
in  the  papers  of  Drs.  McClelland  and  Foster. 

Dr.  M.  T.  Runnels,  Chairman  of  the  delegation  to  the 
American  Public  Health  Association,  made  a  report,  rehears- 
ing the  action  of  homoeopathic  members  of  that  body,  the 
papers  presented  by  them  at  the  session,  the  feeling  between 
the  members  of  different  views  of  practice,  etc.  •  Accepted 
and  referred  with  thanks. 

The  report  of  the  delegation  to  the  International  Homceo- 
patbic  Convention  was  presentedby  Dr.  B.  W.  James,  who„ 
among  other  pleasant  things,  said  that  no  American  homcBo- 
pathist  could  ever  imagine  the  hearty  hospitality  of  his  Eng- 
lish brother,  until  he  had  actually  experienced  it.  He  also 
gave  a  geneml  idea  of  the  work  done  bj^  the  convention,  the 
attendance,  etc.,  pronouncing  it  in  alt  respects  a  magniffbent 
success. 

Dr.  Cowperthwaite,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Railroad 
Fares,  made  his  report,  which  was  aijcepted  with  thanks. 

The  Committee  on  the  President's  Address  reported 
through  Dr.  H.  W.  Taylor,  Chairman,  offering  the  follow- 
ing recommendations : 

1st.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Institute  be  tendered  Presi- 
dent Breyfogle  for  his  address,  and  that  5,000  copies  be 
issued  in  pamphlet  form,  and  distributed  among  members 
and  others. 

2d.  That  the  title  of  the  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica,  Phar- 
macy, and  Provings  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  word 
Pharmacv. 
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8d.  That  an  additional  bureau  be  established,  to  be  called 
the  Bureau  of  Pharmacology. 

4th.  That  a  Bureau  on  Medical  Education,  in  place  of  the 
Inter-Collegiate  Committee,  be  established,  to  be  filled  by 
members  not  connected  with  any  college  faculty. 

5th.  That  section  10,  Article  7,  of  the  By-Laws,  be  so 
amended,  as  to  accord  with  the  amendments  above  recom- 
mended. 

<>th.  That  the  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica  be  intrusted  to 
prepare  a  condensed  Materia  Medica  of  the  drugs  in  most 
prominent  use. 

The  last  named  recommendation  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  others  were  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Clinical  Medicine  reported 
through  Dr.  J.  W.  Dowling,  the  following  papers : 

*•  A  Plea  for  the  Homceopathic  Treatment  of  Intermittent 
Fevei-s,"  by  Edward  Rushmore,  M.D.,  of  Plainfield,  N.  J. 

''Clinical  Miscellany,"  by  E.  A.  Farrington,  M.D.,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

**  Apoplexy — A  Clinical  Case,"  by  8.  Lilienthal,  M.  I)., 
of  New  York. 

'*  Report  of  cases  treated  with  High  Potencies,"  by  Uavid 
Thayer,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

*'  A  case  of  Hip-joint  Disease  cured  by  Rest  and  Purely 
Homceopathic  Remedies,"  by  Philo  (1.  Valentine,  M.D.,  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

**  The  Clinical  Aspecis  of  Koch's  Discovery,"  by  J.  S. 
Mitchell,  M.D.,  of  Chicago,  111. 

"  A  Prescription  in  Council  and  the  Reasons  Therefor," 
by  J.  C.  Morgan,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 

"  Importance  of  Pathology  and  Diagnosis  in  the  Treat- 
ment of  Disease,"  by  J.  W.  Dowling,  M.  D.,  of  New- 
York. 
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Afternoon  JSesaion. — Dr.  Dowling  pi^esented  before  the 
Institute  a  well-marked  case  of  addisonii  morbi,  detailing  its 
history  and  progress,  and  discussing  the  general  characters 
of  the  disease. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Mit<;hell,  of  Chicago,  discussed  the  paper  (by 
himself)  on  "Koch's  Discoveries  in  Tuberculosis."  He 
thinks  that  even  if  Koch's  discoveries  be  confirmed,  it  will 
probably  be  learned  that  we  can  make  little  use  of  them, 
unless  in  the  way  of  vaccination,  and  no  method  of  effect- 
ing this  in  the  case  of  tuberculous  disease  seems  likely  to  be 
expedient  or  practicable. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Taylor,  Dr.  Bowen,  of  Fort  Wayne,  and  Dr. 
J.  W.  Dowling,  of  New  York,  continued  the  discussion  at 
some  length,  and  the  report  of  the  Bureau  was  then  accepted 
and  referred  as  usual. 

The  Bureau  of  Obstetrics  reported,  through  Dr.  C  (t. 
Higbee,  chairman,  the  following  papers  on  the  general  sub- 
ject of  "  Puerperal  Annoyances." 

*' Prevention  of  Laceration  of  the  Cervix,"  by  R.  X. 
Foster,  M.D.,  of  Chicago. 

*' Case  of  Puerperal  Fever,"  by  J.  W.  Dowling,  M.D., 
of  New  York. 

*' Nurses  and  Nursing  in  the  Lying-in  Chamber,"  by  C. 
G.  Higbee,  M.D.,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

"  Rectal  Complications,"  by  E.  C.  Morrill,  M.D.,  of  Nor- 
walk,  Ohio. 

"Puerperal  Mania,"  by  H.  H.  Hopmann,  M.D.,  of 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  ' 

"  Meddlesome  Midwiferv,"  bv  C.  Ormes,  M.D.,  of  James- 
town.  New  York. 

"  Affections  of  the  Nipples,"  by  Millie  J.  Chapman,  M.D., 
of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

"  Statistics  of  the  Puerperal  State,"  by  George  B.  Peck, 
M.D.,  of  Providence,  R.  L 
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'*  Annovanees  of  Children,"  bv  J.  P.  Mills,  M..D,  of 
Chicago,  111. 

Discussion  on  the  papers  followed,  participated  in  by  Drs. 
R.  Ludlani  and  W.  J.  Hawkes,  of  Chicago  ;  Ur.  Dowling,  of 
New  York  ;  Dr.  Eaton,  of  Cincinnati ;  Dr.  Foster,  of  Chi- 
cago ;  Dr.  Morrill,  of  Norwalk,  Ohio ;  Dr.  Vanartsdalen,  of 
Ashburne,  Pa.  ;  Dr.  Boyd,  of  St.  Louis,  and  Dr.  Higbee,  of 
St.  Paul,  Minn.  The  report  was  then  referred  for  publica- 
tion. 

The  Board  of  Censors  reported  twelve  more  candidates 
for  membership,  who  were  elected  ;  also,  one  other,  whose 
graduation  was  in  doubt,  was  i)ostponed  until  to-morrow 
morning. 


The  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Gynaecology  was  then  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  O.  S.  Runnels,  of  Indianapolis,  pending  which 
the  Institute  adjourned  until  8  o'clock. 

Evening  Sessiim. — Pursuant  to  a  vote  of  the  Institute, 
taken  at  the  afternoon  session,  the  report  of  the  Bureau  of 
Microscopy  and  Histology  was  made  the  special  order  of 
business  at  the  evening  session.  The  report  was  presented 
by  the  chairman,  J.  Edwards  Smith,  M.D.,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  consisted  of  the  following  papers  : 

*'  Remarks  and  Suggestions  Concerning  Certain  Homoeo- 
pathic Triturations,"  by  J.  Edwards  Smith,  M.I).,  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

*'  Professor  Koch's  Bacteria  in  Tubercles,  a  (Ireat  Falla- 
cy," by  R.  R.  Gregg,  M.D.,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

*'The  Lycopodium  Fallacy,"  by  \V.  II.  Winslow,  M.D., 
of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

*'  The  Behavior  of  (iold  in  Certain  Triturations,  Fixam? 
ined  with  the  Microscope,"  by  C.  We-jselhceft,  M.I).,  of 
Boston,  Mass. 

''Examinations  of  Triturations  of  Carbo  ve<y.,"  bv  E. 
Rushmore,  M.D.,  of  Plainiieid,  X.  J. 
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*'  Does  Picric  acid  Produce  Fatty  Degeneration  of  the  Red 
Blood  Corpuscles,"  by  L.  D.  Couch,  M.D.,  of  Nyack,  N.  Y. 

*' Hyaline  Casts,"  by  John  C.  Morgan,  M.D.,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

The  paper  of  Dr.  (iregg  was  read  in  full  by  its  author. 
The  paper  takes  decided  exception  to  the  prevalent  view  that 
many  or  all  zymotic  diseases  are  de{)endent  upon  bacteria, 

* 

or  other  organisms  and  reiterates  Dr.  (xregg's  views,  now 
well  known  to  homoeopathic  readers,  that  these  so-called 
bacteria  are  simply  blood  fibrin  in  fibrillar  and  granular 
form  of  coagulation. 

The  Chairman  read  his  paper  on  the  subject  of  gold 
triturations.  He  began  by  referring  to  the  early  history  of 
the  subject,  and  his  connection  therewith.  His  more  recent 
investigations  had  enabled  him  to  answer  certain  questions 
referring:  to  the  effects  of  trituations  of  Aurum  metalicum 
with  sugar  of  milk,  He  subjected  the  varioaa  triturations 
of  gold  to  incineration  (under  peculiar  conditions,  which  he 
carefully  described),  and  ascertained  it-^  weight  by  a  balance 
responding  to  five  ten-thousandths  of  a  grain.  He  made 
numerous  examinations  of  samj)les  furnished  by  President 
Breyfogle,  of  whose  strength  he  knew  nothing.  The  result 
showed  that  there  is,  even  in  the  very  lowest  triturations,  a 
very  marked  inecjuality  in  the  diffusion  of  the  metal 
throuojhout  the  mass  of  the  trituration,  and  the  higher  the 
trituration  the  greater  the  percentage  of  ineciality  ;  and  the 
practical  conclusion  is  that  in  triturations  above  the  fourth 
decimal,  the  percentage  of  variation  will  reach  200  percent, 
of  the  mean  quantity  of  the  drug,  and  that  hence  certain 
portions  of  the  triturations  are  liable  to  be  free  from  gold 
entirely.  Further,  that  the  3()th  decimal  was  found  to\^on- 
tain  gold  enough  to  supi)ly  the  7th  or  Kth  decimal.  ,  Also 
that  the  doctrine  that  the  (Jth  of  gold  is  soluble,  and  may'lie 
us(»d  in  making  li(|uid  attenuations,  is  not  supi)orted  by  act- 
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ual  experiment.  One  of  the  most  significant  results  demon- 
strated by  the  experiments  is,  that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain 
sugar  of  milk  perfectly  free  from  organic  impurities. 

Dr.  Dudley  asked  Professor  Smith,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  all  the  30th  except  one  contained  enough  gold  to  stock 
the  7th,  if  this  fact  could  be  due  to  unequal  diffusion,  or  if 
it  was  due  to  actual  dishonesty  on  the  pait  of  the  pharma- 
cist, to  which  Dr.  Smith  replied  that  Dr.  Dudley's  verdict 
wa^s  i)erhaps  as  reliable  as  his  own. 

President  Breyfogle  confirmed  all  the  statements  made  by 
Dr.  Smith  in  his  paper.  He  said  the  triturations  operated 
upon,  represented  nine  reputable  pharmacies,  which  he  of 
course  would  not  name.  He  desired  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  one  of  the  common  impurities  of  milk  sugar  is 
lime.  This  drug  is  the  antidote  of  sulphur,  and  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  ()^  of  sulphur  contains  much  more  than  ten  times  as 
ranch  of  the  antidote  as  of  the  drug. 

Dr.  Cowj)erthwaite  mentioned  some  experiments  made  by 
himself  in  the  purchase  of  drugs,  showing  that  goods  are 
sold  under  names  indicating  preparations  which  capnot  pos- 
sibly be  produced.  He  was  glad  of  the  prospect  of  im- 
j)rovement  in  our  medicinal  preparations,  to  which  these  re- 
searches seem  likely  to  lead. 

Other  members  spoke  earnestly  of  the  necessity  of  con- 
tinuing the  work  of  examining  the  triturations  and  other 
medicinal  preparations,  and  of  the  expediency  of  providing 
the  Bureau  of  Pharmacology  with  funds  to  enable  it  to 
carry  on  the  work.  It  was  therefore  voted  to  receive 
special  contributions  to  that  end,  which  were  being  freely 
offered  by  numerous  members,  and  the  treasurer  was 
authorized  to  receive  such  funds  and  appropriate  them  to 
the  desired  object. 

Dr.  Dake  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously 
dopted : 
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^''lipMolved^  That  the  Bureau  of  Pharmacoloffv  be  in- 
structed  to  continue  the  investigation  as  to  the  purity  and 
faithfulness  of  drug  attenuations  sold  by  our  pharmacists, 
so  well  begun  by  Professor  J.  Edwards  Smith,  Professor 
Norman  B.  Wood,  and  Professor  C.  Wesselhoet,  and  that 
the  resnlts  as  to  the  character  of  each  prei)aration,  and  as  to 
the  pharmacy  producing  it,  be  reported  at  the  next  annual 
meeting." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Dudley,  Professor  J.  E.  Smith  was  re- 
quested to  convey  to  his  friend.  Professor  N.  B.  Wood,  the 
Institute's  appreciation  of  his  services  rendered  to  the 
Homceopathic  medical  profession,  by  his  .  investigations 
made  in  reference  to  the  character  of  drug  preparations  1 
Adjourned. 

TIIIUI)    DAY. 

Morning  Sesf<ion. — Dr.  O.  S.  Runnels,  Jicting  chairman 
of  the  Bureau  of  (iyna^cology,  offered  the  following 
papers : 

'*  Remarks  on  Uterine  Diseases,"  by  II.  Minton,  M.  D., 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

"Podophyllum  in  Gynecology,"  by  C.  M.  Conant,  M. 
D.,  Middletown,  N.  Y. 

*' Dysmenorrhoea,"  by  F.  F.  Casseday,M.  D.,  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

^'Afterpains,"  by  W.  II.  Bigler,  of  Philadelphia. 

'*  Indications  for  Trachelorrhaphy,"  by  O.  S.  Runnels,* 
M.  D.,  Indianapolis.  Ind. 

Dr.  Runnel's  paper  was  read  in  full,  and  the  report  was 
duly  referred  for  publication.  The  paper  was  then  dis- 
cussed by  Di*s.  J.  H.  McClelland,  H.  W.  Taylor,  and  othei-s. 

The  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Ophthalmology  and  Otology 
furnished  the  following  papers  : 

''Syphilis  and  the  Eye,"  by  J.  H.  Buflfum,  M.  D.,  of 
Chicas^o,  III. 
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"Suppurative  Keratitis  in  Exhaustive  Fevers,'*  by  W.  A. 
Phillips,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

"Glioma  of  Retina,"  by  C.  H.  Vilas,  M.  D.,  of  Chicago, 
Illinois. 

"Astigmatism,"  by  W.  H.  Winslow,  M.  D.,  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

"Cancer  and  the  Eye,"  by  D.  J.  McGuire,  M.  D.,  of 
Detroit,  Mich. 

"Exanthemata  and  the  Eye,"  by  George  S.  Norton,  M. 
D.,  of  New  York  City. 

"  Some  Points  for  the  Family  Physician  about  the  Treat- 
ment of  a  Class  of  Cases  who  Become  Gradually  Deaf,"  by 
Th.  Liebold,  M.  D.,  of  New  York. 

The  Board  of  Censors  reported  seven  additional  names  of 
candidates  for  membership.  Six  of  these  were  at  once 
elected.  As  regards  the  seventh,  there  was  some  doubt  as 
to  the  status  of  the  college  from  which  he  graduated  at  the 
time  of  said  graduation.  Explanations  respecting  the  sub- 
ject were  made,  satisfactory  to  the  members,  and  the  can- 
didate was  elected  without  dissent. 

The  special  order  of  business  for  12  o'clock  M.,  being  the 
election  of  officers,  and  selection  of  place  of  meeting  for 
the  ensuing  year,  an  invitation  was  received  from  Balti- 
more, Md.,  through  Dr.  F.  R.  McManus.  Dr.  J.  W.  Dow- 
ling  nominated  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  by  a  vote  Niag- 
ara Falls  was  selected  The  time  of  meeting  was  referred 
to  the  executive  committee. 

Drs.  Vilas  and  Dowling  were  appointed  tellers.  Dr.  J.  P. 
Dake  nominated  for  president  Dr.  Bushrod  W.  James,  of 
Philadelphia.  The  nomination  was  seconded  by  Drs.  Dud- 
ley, of  Philadelphia,  and  Dowling,  of  New  York,  and  on 
motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  secretary  cast  the  unani- 
mous ballot  of  the  Institute  for  Dr.  James,  and  his  election 
was  duly  announced. 
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Dr.  James  ma<lo  a  brief  but  felicitous  speech,  thankinc]^ 
the  Institute  for  the  honor  conferred,  and  indicating  some 
of  the  lines  of  work  yet  to  be  accomplished  by  the  organi- 
zation. 

Dr.  (ieorge  A.  Hall  nominated  for  vice-president  Dr.  (). 
S.  Kunnels,  of  Indianapolis,  and  the  secretary  cast  the 
unanimous  ballot. 

Dr.  Kunnels  also  thanked  the  Institute  for  the  honor  con- 
ferred. 

The  remaining  officers  of  the  Institute  wei'e.  elected  as 
follows,  the  election  in  each  ca^^e  being  unanimous : 

Treasurer,  E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.  D.,  of  New  York. 

General  Secretary,  J.  C  Burgher,  M.  D.,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

Provisional  Secretary,  T.  M.  Strong,  M.  D  ,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsvlvania 

Chairman  Board  of  (Vns(>i*s,  F.  K.  McManus,  D.  D  ,  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  with  Drs.  R.  B.  Rush,  .D  S.  Smith,  F.  II. 
Orme,  and  Millie  J.  Chaj)man.     Adjourned  till  /)  w  m. 

Affernoou  Session, — ^llie  Bureau  of  Ophthalmology  and 
Otology  was  reopened,  and  Dr.  Vilas'  i)aper  on  ''(ilioma/* 
and  Dr.  Mitchell's  papor  on  '*The  Brain  and  the  Eye,"  were 
read,  and  were  discussed  bv  Drs.  II.  W.  Tavlor,  C  II. 
Vilas,  and  (1.  II.  Brigham. 

A  motion  was  made  to  change  the  by-laws,  so  as  to  abol- 
ish the  Bureau  of  Ophthalmology,  Otology  and  Laryngol- 
oirv  :  but  after  some  discussion,  the  nu)tion  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Surgery  was  pi'esented  by 
Professor  fl.  E.  James,  in  the,  absence  of  Professor  A.  R. 
Thomas,  of  Philadelphia,  chairman  of  the  Bureau.  There- 
port  embraces  the  following  papers  : 
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'*An  emergency  in  Surgery,"  by  C.  L.  Green,  M.D.,  of 
Providence,  K.  I. 

*' Relations  between  Waste  Cells  and  Pathological  New 
Formations,  with  special  reference  to  Neoplasms  of  the 
Breast,"  by  H.  J.  Ostrom,  M.  D.,  of  N.  Y. 

•'Osteotomy,"  by  J.  E.  James,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

"Chlorofo^^m,''  by  L.  A.  Willard,  M.  D.,  of  Allegheny 
City,  Pa.  '  • 

''Antisepsis,"  by  J.  H.  McClelland,  M.  D.,  of  Pitts- 
burg, Pa. 

"Antiseptic  Surgery,"  I.  T.  Talbot,  M.  I).,  of  Boston, 
Mass. 

"  Carcinoma  of  the  Rectum,"  by  George  A.  Hall,  M.  I)., 

of  Chicago,  III. 

The  Board  of  Censors  reported  five  more  candidates  for 

membership,  who  were  duly  elected. 

The  papers  of  the  Bureau  were  discussed  bp  Drs.  Willai*d 
of  Allegheny,  Hall,  of  Chicago,  Gilman,  of  Chicago,  a.nd 
others,  the  (juestion  being  as  to  the  safety  of  Chloroform  as 
an  anaesthetic,  the  prominent  opinion  being  that  under  proper 
methods  but  little  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  though  some 
preferred  Ether  as  being'more  safe,  and  in  many  instances 
e(iual ly  effective . 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Womens'  Tem- 
perance Union  of  Indiana,  urging  educational  influences  on 
the  part  of  the  Institute  against  the  use  of  alcoholic  bever- 
ages. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education. 
Adjourned. 

FOURTH    DAY. 

Morning  Session. — The  Rej)oi1:  of  the  Bureau  of  Psycholo- 
gical  Medicine  was  presented,  including  the  following  papers, 
through  Philo  G.  .Valentine,  M.  D.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  : 


180  TJie  SL  Louis  Cliniral  Review, 

"Tapeworm,  Its  Relation  to  Insanity,"  by  P.  G.  Valen- 
tine, M.  D. 

In  the  discussion  on  Tapeworm,  President  Breyfogle 
stated  that  a  very  intelligent  physician  makes  a  specialty  of 
the  ti'eatment  of  tapeworm,  and  is  able  to  diagnose  his  case 

accurately  by  an  examination  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  mouth,  but  he  has  not   divulged  this   symptom  to  the 

profession. 

Dr.  T.  P.  Wilson  suggested  that  perhaps  we  might  sue* 

ceed  in  dislodging  the  tapeworm  by  prolonging  the  fast  to 

several  days  or  a   week,  instead   of  twenty-four  hours  a* 

usual. 

The  Bureau  of  Medical  Education  reported  a  resolution  to 

the  effect  that  the  Institute,  as  always  heretofore,  favors  the 
education  of  the  public,  and  especially  of  the  young,  in  re- 
lation to  the  dire  effects  of  alcohol  and  its  preparations  upon 
the  human  system.     Adopted. 

The  Bureau  of  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathology,  re- 
ported as  follow : 

"  On  the  Origin  of  the  Vaso-motor  Nerves,"  by  William 
Owens,  M.D.,  of  Cincinnati. 

"Icterus,  Its  Relations  Anatcmiically,  Physiologically, 
and  Pathologically  Considered, "  by  C.  Vanartsdalen,  M.D., 
of  Ashburne,  Pa.,  John  Marlin,  M.D.,  of  Germantown, 
Pa.,  and  H.  Homer,  M.D.,  of  Gei-mantown  Pa. 

The  papers  were  received  and  referre<l  as  usual. 

The  Board  of  Censors  reported  two  more  candidates,  who 
were  duly  elected. 

The  final  report  of  the  Intercollegiate  Committee  recom- 
mended a  resolution  that  the  Colleges  be  requested  to  file 
with  the  Bureau  of  Medical  Exiucation,  a  copy  of  the  char- 
ters, constitutions,  by-laws,  etc.,  under  which  they  are  work- 
ing, and  a  copy  of  their  various  diplomas.     Adopted. 

A  Memorial  Service  in  honor  of  deceased  members  was 
then  held. 
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Dr.  J.  P.  Dake  Hpoke  in  reference  to  Dr.  John  F.  Gray, 
of  New  York.  He  was  the  fii*st  American  physicion  to  adojyt 
the  teaching  of  Hahnemann,  more  than  half  a  century  ago 
When  such  a  man  is  taken  from  U8,  it  well  becomes  us  to 
note  the  event.  His  early  course  exhibits  independence  of 
thought  and  of  action  and  worthy  of  our  immitation. 

Dr.  T.  P.  Wilson  spoke  in  reference  to  Dr.  Gray,  and  also 
to  Drs.  Moore  and  Youlin. 

Dr.  Valentine  spoke  of  the  quite  recent  death  of  Dr.  Wood- 
ward, of  Manchester,  Md. 

Dr.  Tallbot  gave  a  brief  sketch  of  Dr.  Gray's  life. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Guernsey  gave  a  similar  sketch,  relating  to  Dr. 
Thomas  Moore,  of  Germantown. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Kellogg  also  spoke  feelingly  of  the  decease  of 
his  old  colleague.  Dr.  Gray. 

Others  followed  in  remarks  upon  the  remaining  persons 
who  had  died  during  the  year. 

The  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  Insti- 
tute, providing  for  four  vice-presidents  instead  of  one,  was 
taken  up,  and  after  discussion,  was  rejected. 

Dr.  fl.  F.  Cooper  reported  on  the  subject  of  homceopathy 
in  the  Encyclopcedia  Bntannica,  that  the  publishers  said 
they  had  endeavored  to  secure  an  article  on  the  subject  by 
a  wellknown  homoeo{)athist  in  England,  and  one  in  America, 
and  failing,  were  compelled  to  obtain  some  one  else  to  pre- 
pare the  article.       s 

Dr.  J.  C.  (iuernsey  reported  regarding  the  American  He- 
print,  that  the  publishers  agree  to  publish  an  article  in  their 
supplementary  volume,  which  will  appear  in  1883.  Commit- 
tee continued,  with  the  addition  of  Dr.  Pemberton  Dudley, 
of  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Dake  offered  a  standing  resolution,  authorizing 
applications  for  membership  by  proxy.     Adopted. 

Dr.  Pemberton  Dudley  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  the  Bu- 
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reau  of  General  Sanitary  Science,  Climatology,  and  Hygiene, 
so  as  to  read  *'  The  Bureau  of  Sanitary  Science."     Adopted. 

Dr.  Dudley  also  offered  the  following : 

''*' Resolved^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  AmericBn  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy,  that  no  physician  can  properly  sustain  the 
responsibilities,  or  fulfil  all  the  duties  of  his  professional 
relations,  unless  he  enjoys  absolute  freedom  of  medical 
opinion,  and  unrestricted  liberty  of  professional  action  as 
provided  for  in  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  this  Institute." 

Adopted  with  one  dissenting  vote 

Resolutions  were  adopted  thanking  the  local  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  and  the  newspaper  press  of  Indianapolis, 
and  the  President  of  the  Institute. 

The  ladies  attending  the  Institute  also  expressed  their 
hearty  thanks  for  the  courtesies  extended  to  them  by  the 
ladies  of  Indianapolis. 

Adjourned. 

Evening  /Session — ^^Fhe  evening  session  was  very  delight- 
fully spent  in  discussing  the  good  things  of  a  banquet,  given 
at  the  New  Denison  Hotel,  by  the  Indiana  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy.  About  three-hundred  persons  sat  down  at 
the  well  spread  board,  and  when  the  inner  man  had  been 
satisfied,  the  assemblage  was  called  to  order  and  Dr.  F.  H- 
Orme  of  Atlanta,  (la.,  was  introduced  as  toast-master.  The 
following  toasts  were  offred  and  responded  to : 

1.  "Samuel  Ilahnenn^nn,"  in  silence  and  standing. 

2.  "The  American  Institute  of  Homoeoi)athy — President 
Breyfogle  and  President-elect  James." 

8.  "Our  Senior  Members, "E.  M.  Jones,  M.  D. 

4.  "Our  Literature,"   R.  Ludlam,"  M.  D. 

r>.  "The  Western  Academy  of  Homoeopathy,"  Henry 
W.  Robey,  M.  D. 

().  "The  Indiana  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,"  C.  S. 
Fahnestock,  M.  D. 
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7.  ''The  State  of  Indiana,"  Ex-Governoi:  Hendricks. 

8.  ''The  Bnizen  Serpent,"  Rev.  Dyron  W.  Reed. 

9.  "The  Public  Press,"  Dr.  G.  H.  Cochran,  of  the 
Louisville  Courier-JoiumaL 

10.  "Poetry — The  Object  Leession,"Mr.  James  Whitcomb 
Riley. 

il.  "Our  Friends  in  Old  England,"  J.  P.   Dake,  M.  D. 

12.  "The  Ladies,"  C.  T.  Canfield,  M.  D. 

13.  "Our  Host,"  O.    S.  Runnels,  M.  D. 

The  Banquet,  including  the  responses  to  the  Toasts,  was 
calculated  to  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  the  toasts,  as 
well  as  the  generosity  of  the  Indiana  Institute  of  Homoeo- 
pathy and  the  local  Committee  of  Arrangements. 


*    THE  BRA7.EX  SERPENT,  " 


KEV.  >n'Rox  w.  reed's  response  to  the  above  toast,  at 

THE  HOMCEOPATHIC  BANQUET,  INDIANAPOLIS, 

jrxE   irrni,  1882. 


We  have  been  rcijuested  to  give  the  full  response  of  Rev 
Myron  W.  Reed,  made  at  the  banquet  Thursday  night  at  the 
New   Denison   House.     The  toast  was  as  follows : 

"The  Brazen  Serpent" — the  first  example  of  similia 
similibus  jcurantur.  The  principle,  so  popular  in  the  camp 
of  Israel,  and  followed  by  the  good  through  the  ages,  in- 
creases its  potency  the  more  it  is  "lifted  up." 

To  which  Dr.  Reed  responded  as  follows ; 

* 

"Some  time  ago  it  occurred  to  me,  in  reading  the  story 
of  the  Brazen  Serpent,  that  there  was  something  in  it  that 
an  ingenious  doctor  of* the  Hahnemann  School  might  make 
a  ffreat  deal  of.     I  wish  now  that  I  had  left  it  for  him  to  do. 
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You  are,  or  ought  to  be,  familiar  with  the  story.  The 
children  of  Israel  marching  through  the  wilderness,  became 
demoralized,  and  as  a  punishment  of  disobedience,  serpents 
were  sent  among  them  and  they  were  bitten. 

The  cure  was  a  singular  thing.  A  brazen  serpent  was 
set  up  in  the  camp — made  in  the  exact  image  of  the  serpent 
of  the  burning  bite — and  whosoever  looked  upon  this  like- 
ness of  the  thing  that  had  poisoned  him  lived.  I  find  that 
in  Egypt  the  serpent  represents  wisdom,  and  the  serpent 
also  represents  fallen  wisdom,  which  is  cunning,  and  cun- 
ning allied  with  the  devil  is  beaten  and  overcome  by  wisdom 
which  is  of  God. 

The  same  thing  is  seen  in  the  contest  between  the  magi- 
cians of  Egypt  and  Moses  and  Aaron.  The  snakes  of  the 
magicians  are  swallowed  up  by  the  serpent  of  Moses.  Tho 
form  of  the  conquered  and  of  the  conqueror  is  the  same. 

These  ca*ses  are  not  exceptional.  They  are  according  to 
the  laws.  I  find  that  the  remedy  for  work  is  not  idleness, 
but  work.  The  weary  head  of  the  student  is  relieved  by 
working  his  feet. 

I  find  that  a  ten  mile  tramp  is  better  for  me  on  Monday 
than  sleep  or  even  a  minister's  meeting.  One  month's  hard 
fishin":  for  fish  will  cure  any  eleven  month's  weariness  in 
fishing  for  men.  The  method  is  the  same.  The  graduate 
of  the  Lake  of  Gallilee  is  prepared  to  be  the  rock  of  the 
CUuirch,  the  apostle  of  the  Pentecost.  It  is  idle  to  tell  a 
pei'son  who  is  in  a  worry  over  a  little  thing,  "'not  to  worry." 

This  is  better :  Get  him  into  a  worry  about  a  great  thinsr 
and  the  greater  anxiety  will  swallow  up  all  the  small  ones. 
The  men  who  are  anxious  for  the  good  of  man  and  the  glory 
of  God,  are  not  anxious  about  meat  and  drink.  Love  for 
low  things  and  base  things  perishes  in  a  great  love  for  noble 
things.  A  man  in  love  with  a  good  woman  looks  down  in 
shame  at  the  things  he  was  level  with  and  complacent  about. 
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He  has  rinen.     Now  he  has  a  delight  in  mountain  and   sea, 

and  the  foamino:  rapids  of  the  wild  river.     Now  he  reads 

l)oetry,  and  not  infrequently  makes  a  desperate  attempt  at 

writing  i)oetry.     *'To  the  hall  of  the  feast  came  the  sinful 

and  fair."     What  brought  her  to  her  sad   estate?     Love. 

What   will  cure  her?     Scorn?    contempt?      Oh,   no.     She 

will  answer  scorn  for  scorn.     What  will  cure  her?     Love. 

Of  the  great  pity  of  Clirist  a  grejit  love   is  born,  and  on 

the  tide  of  this  emotion  all  her  sins  are  swe))t  away — blotted 

out.     She  is  a  new  creature — "nuich  forgiven  because  she 
loved  much." 

We  who  have  much  to  do  with  children  find  that  bad 
books  are  reformed  by  gentle  displacement — substitution. 
**The  Life  of  the  James  Brothers"  mav  be  taken  awav,  and 
what  shall  we  put  in  its  j)lace? 

-Boston's  Fourfold  State,"  or  ''Edwards'  on  the  Will?" 
No.  There  are  ffood  books  of  as  wild  adventure  as  has  been 
known  by  any  Missouri  bandit. 

We  will  displace  **The  Life  of  the  James  Brothers"  by 
**The  Life  of  Daniel  Boone,"  by  the  story  of  "Lasalle,"  of 
♦"Miles  Standish,"  and  so  lead  the  boy  gently  along  to 
**Plutarch's  Lives,''  and  from  ''Plutarch"  to  "Lake's 
Lives  of  Saints." 

I  have  i^i}i}n  a  small  boy  in  the  chimney  corner  scorch  his 
lioad  over  "Pilgrim's  Progress." 

He  could  not  go  to  sleef)  until  he  knew  that  the  giants 
were  dead,  and  that  ''(ireat  Heart"  was  safely  on  his  way. 

The  secret  is  to  substitute  a  new  green  leaf  for  a  dead 
one,  as  nature  does  gently. 

"The  Hop  Picker's  Secret  on  the  Bluffs  of  the  Baraboo" 
may  have  been  an  interesting;  novel.  One  of  our  best  law- 
vers  takes  this  kind  of  literature  with  him  on  a  summer 
vacation,  and  coming;  home  I  find  some  of  it  in  my  valise. 
"When  men  slept  the  enemy  came  and  sowed  tares."      But 
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the  '^yellow  covered"  is  beaten  in  its  own  line  of  interest 
by  the  book,  *'Two  Years  Before  the  Mast,"  by  the  'Sjour- 
nal  of  Dr.  Kane,"  by  the  "Cruise  of  the  Polaris"  and 
"Jeannette,"  or  by  any  story  of  Dickens. 

People  complain  that  the  Indian  hunter  and  warrior  by 
centuries  of  habit  does  not  at  once,  at  a  signal  from  Wash- 
ington, become  a  farmer,  a  '^tater-raiser."  It  cannot  be 
done.  It  required  four  centuries  to  make  a  Norman  savage 
and  pirate  into  an  English  farmer.  What  can  be  done? 
Make  the  Indian  into  a  farmer  by  natural  steps.  Horse- 
taming  and  herding  are  wild  and  free,  not  unlike  war  and 
chase.  There  is  a  call  for  the  same  qualities.  Already  the 
Chippeway  will  chop,  but  he  draws  the  line  on  shoveling, 
and  so  do  I. 

Give  us  time  and  lead  us  gently  and  we  will  honor  the 
spade  as  much  as  our  forefathers  did  the  bow,  although  I 
do  not  think  that  we  will  write  as  good  a  song  about  the 
useful  implement.  Perhaps  Tupper  might  write  one  of  his 
songs. 

We  who  have  known  grief  have  at  last  found  a  cure  for 
it.  Not  in  thinking  about  it  does  surcease  lie-^not  in  fight- 
ing it  by  going  to  theatres  and  by  taking  morphine. 

'*No  soothing  syrup  of  the  earth  will  medicine  us  to  sleep 
again,  that  sweet  sleep  we  had  but  yesterday."  What  will? 
Pity — pity  for  the  greater  grief  of  others.  In  this  our 
smaller  personal  grief  is  lost — "slips  like  the  dewdrop  into 
the  shining  sea."  Florence  Nightingale  has  her  own  private 
loss  and  sorrow,  but  when  she  walks  among  the  dying  and 
the  grateful  in  the  awful  wards  of  Scutari,  how  little  she 
thinks  of  herself.  . 

In  a  great  and  holy  employment  our  personal  gi'iefs  that 
teemed  once,  when  we  were  idle,  like  globes  of  fire,  are 
become  mere  sparks  and  soon  go  out. 

"Let  me  first  go  and  bury  my  father."     "No,"  said  the 
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Master,  "there  is  no  consolation  in  that  to  him  or  to  you. 
Go  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  living  sick  and  poor.  There  is 
consolation  in  that."  Life  is  very  precious.  All  that  a 
man  has  he  will  give  for  his  life,  and  he  sits  around  and 
thinks  and  talks  about  his  health,  and  turning  his  eyes  on 
his  own  insides,  weighs  his  food  and  keeps  a  diary.  The 
state  of  his  stomach  and  the  state  of  his  soul  absorb  him. 

Now  give  him  anxiety  about  other  people,  turn  the 
thoughts  out  and  up,  and  for  the  sake  of  friend  or  cause  or 
country  or  Christ,  he  will  count  his  life  worth  less  than  the 
dust  on  his  sandals. 

To  lose  the  less  in  the  greater  is  the  secret  of  health  and 
life  and  power.  In  the  thought  of  the  present  opportunity 
the  past  is  forgotten,  and  in  the  thought  of  the  future  the 
sufferings  of  the  present  are  not  much  remembered. 


A  REMARKABLE  INSTRUMENT. 
THE    SOLAK    MiCROSCOPE    SHOWN    AT    ST.    PAUL, 


The  method  by  which  the  lecture  of  Dr.  H.  O.  Marcy,  on 
uterine  tumors,  was  demonstrated,  the  means  used  being  a 
solar  microscope  and  stereopticon,  excited  a  large  degree  of 
interest,  owing  to  the  wonderful  clearness  and  brightness  of 
the  subjects  cast  upon  the  screen.  It  seemed  to  be  the  gen- 
eral opinion  of  those  present  that  this  new  solar  instrument 
was  truly  a  remarkable  improvement  over  the  ordinary  ster- 
eopticon method  of  illustration.  After  the  termination  of 
the  lecture,  in  obedience  to  the  expressed  wish  of  many  of 
the  physicians,  the  inventor.  Dr.  L.  D.  Mcintosh,  of  Chi- 
cago, explained  fully  the  principles  of  this  solar  microscope 
— an  explanation  that  was  listened  to  with  much  interest  and 
close  attention.  As  it  is  a  subject  that  will  be  of  interest  to 
many  scientifically  disposed  people,  an  endeavor  will  be  made 
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to  explain,  as  fully  as  possible,  the  princi})les  upon  which  it 
is  constructed,  and  the  several  uses  to  which  it  can  be  i)ut. 
This  solar  microscope  may  truly  be  considered  as  a  great  aid 
to  scientific  investigation.  By  its  aid  i)hysiology,  pathology, 
histology  can  be  studied  with  illustrations  of  genuine  sections. 
The  circulation  of  the  blood  can  be  mirrored  forth  with 
startling  distinctness  ;  images  of  living  animalculae,  minute 
insects  and  aquatic  animals,  with  all  their  motions  thoroughly 
portrayed,  and  in  cases  where  they  are  transparent,  the 
beating  of  the  heart  and  movements  of  the  internal  organs 
are  vividly  shadowed  forth  upon  the  canvass  in  a  degree  of 
perfection  almost  beyond  belief.  This  invaluable  instru- 
ment is  manufactured  bv  theAk'Intosh  (ialvanic  and  Faradic 
Battery  Company  of  Chicago,  and  was  invented,  as  pre- 
viously stated,  by  Dr.  L.  I).  Mcintosh,  who  is  also  the  in- 
ventor of  the  ijalvanic  and  Faradic  batterv  that  l)ears  his 
name.  It  is  a  combined  instrument,  and  can  be  used  as  an 
ordinary  monocular,  solar  microsc(){)e  and  as  a  stereoj)ticon. 
It  is,  however,  very  siniple  in  its  arrangement,  there  being 
no  complicated  j)arts  that  ai'e  liable  to  get  out  of  order. 
Indeed,  to  use  a  rather  hackneyed  expression,  an)eit  a  true 
one,  a  child  could  w^ork  it.  The  stere()})ticon  joroper  is  sim- 
ilar in  ai)pearance  to  the  ordinary  stereopticon,  sunlight, 
however,  being  used  instead  of  artificial  light.  When  the 
stereopticon  objective  is  removed,  and  the  working  part  put 
in  place  of  the  stereopticon  objective,  the  solar  microscope 
is  then  readv  for  use.  If  it  is  wished  to  be  converted  into 
a  monocular,  the  working  part  is  taken  off  and  placed  on  a 
stand  })rovided  for  the  purpose.  This  combination  adds 
much  to  the  value  of  the  invention,  and   its  utilitv  is  verv 

ft*  ft 

largely  enhanced.  Its  use  is  not  confined  to  physicians  and 
scientists,  for  it  is  an  instrument  that  should  be  in  all  edu- 
cational institutions  of  the  higher  grades  ;  in  fact,  in  these 
davs  of  oroneral  scientific  studv,  no  colleo^e  should  beconsid- 
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ered  as  fully  equipped  when  its  presence  is  wanting.  It  is 
indispensable  for  the  full  illustration  of  the  natural  sciences, 
such  as  anatomy,  physiology,  astronomy,  geogi'aphy,  bot- 
any, zoology,  and  so  forth.  Its  use  as  a  means  of  instruc- 
tion is  of  great  value,  as  an  object  can  be  shown  with  equal 
facility  to  a  large  class  or  audience  as  to  a  single  person. 
In  the  matter  of  economy,  without  taking  into  consideration 
the  superiority  of  its  work,  it  is  in  advance  of  an  ordinary 
stereopticon,  as  sunlight  is  cheaper  than  artificial  light. 
Another  feature  is  that  it  is  exceedingly  portable,  and  can 
be  placed  in  position  in  a  very  short  time.  The  ordinary 
power  is  that  of  500  diameters,  although  with  higher  objec- 
tives it  is  capable  of  attaining  a  power  of  1,500  diameters. 
Taken  altogether,  it  is  truly  an  invaluable  invention,  and  its 
use  will  be  of  an  extended  nature.  It  should  be  stated  that 
a  number  of  physicians  have  requested  Dr."  Mcintosh  to  give 
another  exhibition,  and  he  has  consented  to  do  so,  although 
no  definite  place  has  been  secured  for  the  purpose. 

At  1  o'clock  the  Association  adjourned,  after  passing  a 
unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Marcy  for  his  entertaining 
lecture. — American  Medical  Association. 


A  PIONEEB  OF  HO MfE OP ATHY  PASSED  AWAY, 


On  May  7,  18S2,  one  of  the  veterans  of  Homoeopathy 
died  suddenly  from  neuralgia  of  the  heart,  at  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy  years. 

Charles  1).  Williams,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Newark  Valley, 
Tioga  County,  May  12,  1812.  He  located  in  Cleveland  as 
a  homoeopathic  physician  in  the  year  1845,  and  remained 
there  as  one  of  the  leading  and  most  successful  practitioners 
until  the  year  18<)0.  At  that  tmie  he  became  interested  in 
the  west,  and  leaving  Cleveland  full  of  honors,  and  with 
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many  friends  and  i)atrons  behind  hiui,  he  soon  commenced 
practice  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  he  continued  his  labors 
until  the  day  of  his  death.  From  a  tribute  paid  him  there 
to  illustrate  the  man,  I  quote  a  few  lines  : 

*'For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  administered  to 
the  sick  in  this  city.  Ilis  portly  form  and  cheerful  face 
have  graced  many  a  household.  His  presence  ins))ired  con- 
fidence, his  medicine  effected  cures  ;  but  the  oak  has  fallen, 
the  place  is  vacant,  the  heart  is  sad,  and  an  indescribable 
something  creeps  over  us  as  we  i)ause  in  our  hurried  career 
and  whisper,  'Death.'  " 

It  was  my  privilege  to  know  him  as  a  friend  and  l)hysi- 
cian  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  while  a  student  of 
medicine  in  the  allopathic  cx)llege,  often  visited  his  patients 
with  him  and  listened  to  the  i)rincii)les  of  Homoeoj)athv  as 
he  believed  them  and  witnessed  his  method  of  prescribing. 
But  few  men  have  done  more  for  the  advancement  of  Iloni- 
(eopathy  in  the  west  than  Dr.  Williams.  The  elevated  posi- 
tion that  IIomceoi)athy  now  occupies  in  Cleveland  is  due  to 
a  great  extent  to  him,  whom  we  are  now  called  u[)on  to 
mourn. 

In  the  year  184J),  by  his  energy  and  perseverance,  ji  char- 
ter was  obtained  for  the  Cleveland  II()mcroi)athic  College. 
A  faculty  was  organized,  and  the  trustees  ap])ointed  Dr. 
Williams  to  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 
as  well  as  dean  of  the  faculty.  These  ofiices  of  trust  he 
held  for  several  years.  The  first  course  of  lectuw»s  in  the 
col lejre  were  ofiven  in  1850-51.  The  introductory  address 
was  iriven  by  Dr.  Williams  before  a  larije  and  intelli- 
gent  audience,  was  the  first  public  address  in  Cleveland  set- 
ting forth  the  principles  of  the  new  school  of  medicine. 
This  address  was  published  by  the  students  of  the  class,  and 
on  page  nine  Dr.  William  says:   '*The  life  of  man  should  be 
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three  score  and  ten,"  The  prediction  made  by  him  thirty- 
one  years  ago  has  proved,  in  his  case,  a  realit3^  While  in 
IMeveland  he  was  a  member  of  the  city  council,  and  held 
other  important  political  positions. 

As  a  writer  he  was  clear  and  concise ;  as  a  physician  he 
wixs  respected  by  his  medical  brethren  ;  by  his  patrons  he 
was  greatly  beloved,  and  those  that  knew  him  well  loved 
him  best.  Ilis  mind  was  well  stored  with  medical  and  scien- 
tific knowledge.  He  studied  well  the  doctrines  and  princi- 
ples taught  by  Hahnemann,  and  practiced  successfully  by 
adhering  to  the  principles  of  Homoeopathy.  His  success  at 
the  bedside  had  but  few  ecjuals.  He  has  lived  to  see  homoe- 
opathic colleges,  hospitals  and  dis})ensaries  dot  the  land  ;  he 
has  lived  to  see  the  cause  he  loved  so  well  carry  her  trium- 
])bant  banner  in  every  city  in  the  union.  And  thousands 
mourn  the  loss  of  the  old  veteran,  who  has  passed  into  a 
higher  and  nobler  si)here. — D,  II,  Beckwith^  Clevelo^id^  O, 

I  wish  to  add  a  tribute  and  drop  a  tear  to  the  memory  of 
Dr.  Williams,  who  first  turned  me  in  the  way  of  studying 
Homoeopathy  in  18.")4.  A  college  youth,  fresh  from  the 
hills  of  Tioga,  amidst  which  we  both  were  born,  I  visited 
him  at  his  house  in  Cleveland  on  mv  way  South.  He  was 
a  perfect  type  of  the  American-bred  gentleman,  with  the 
most  suave  and  engaging  manners  I  ever  knew — a  true  friend 
and  an  accom{>lished  physician.  He  died  full  of  years  and 
of  honors,  far  away  in  the  magnificent  Northwest  he  loved 
so  well,  (ireen  be  his  memory  and  peace  to  his  ashes  I  A 
tie  is  broken  that  bound  me  back  to  the  halcyon  days  of 
childhood. — Philo  (r.   Valextine,  St.  Louis. 


For  favors  rec(M*ved  we  beg  leave  to  tender  thanks  to 
Vennor,  or  to  whomsoever  else  it  may  be  tlmt  we  owe  the 
present  weather.  When  July  is  served  uj)  on  ice  in  this 
style  there  is  not  another  month  in  the  year  that  can  better 
content  us. 
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NOTE   REQABDINQ    THE   PHYSICAL    AND   PSYCHOLOGICAL 

CONDITION  OF  QUITE AU. 


BY    T.    G.    COM8TOCK,    M.    D. 


That  Guiteau  was  not  really  insane  so  a«  to  be  irrespons- 
able  for  his  actions  is  a  plain  question  of  common  sense,  and 
it  was  properly  and  justly  decided  by  the  jury,  who  gave 
him  a  patient  and  fair  trial  and  required  him  to  atone  for 
the  offended  law.  That  his  mental  and  psychological  con- 
dition was  somewhat  abnormal,  admits  of  no  doubt.  One 
remarkable  physical  evidence  of  this  was  the  result  of  the 
post-mortem.  We  notice  a  great  deal  said  about  the  appear- 
ances found  in  his  brain,  and  the  experts  decided  that  the 
brain*  "showed  no  detectable  disease;  that  it  had  a  some- 
what peculiar  fissural  arrangement,  and  that  it  was  of 
rather  a  high  type."  The  cause  of  (iuiteau's  morbid  men- 
tal state  lay  in  structural  or  chemical  deviations  too  delicate 
for  detection  with  our  present  knowjedgc. 


♦A".  F.  Medical  Bec^rd 

One  remarkable  physical  appeamnce  reported  at  the 
autopsy  seems  to  have  been  overlooked  ;  it  was  this:  "The 
penis  showed  that  there  had  been  an  erection  and  emission, 
there  was  a  tight  prepuce  with  slight  adhesions  and  abundant 


smegma." 


After  reading  this  we  are  not  surprised  at  this  abnormal 
condition.  We  are  surprised,  however,  that  the  experts 
who  examined  his  head  before  trial  did  not  examine  his 
sexual  organs,  because  any  existing  phimo  is,  in  the  light 
of  the  most  recent  developments,  a  partial  link  in  the  chain 
of  insanity.  It  has  been  proved  within  the  past  three  years 
that  an  abnormal  development  or  condition  of  peripheral 
organs,  e.  .9.,  the  sexual  organs,  will  have  a  great  effect  in 
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producing  central  irritation,  and  especially  abnormal  psy- 
chological conditions.  We  find  phimosis  frequently  a  cause 
of  an  incomplete  and  imperfect  development  in  boys,  pro- 
<lucing  epilepsy,  St.  Vitus'  dance,  neurasthenia,  and  even 
idiocy,  and  when  circumcision  is  performed,  experience 
proves  that  these  diseased  conditions  will  frequently  be 
cured.  In  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  we  have  a  hymn, 
sung  on  Good  Friday,  depicting  the  last  sufferings  of  our 
Savior,  aud  the  last  line  of  one  verse  ends  thus : 

**Aih1  .Je\vii*h  rites  no  more  remuin.""' 

The  abolishing  of  the  Jewish  rite  of  circumcision  by  the 
Christians  was  a  great  mistake  ;  it  should  have  been  perpet- 
uated. This  may  seem  a  strange  doctrine  to  the  uninitiated, 
but  I  make  the  assertion  that  (Juiteau's  sexual  abnormal 
cohdition  may  have  been,  without  doubt,  one  factor  in  pro- 
ducing his  peculiar  mental  condition.  The  iV.  Y,  Medical 
liecord  says  of  him  :  ''Guitean  was  the  victim  of  a  peculiar 
psychosis.  He  was  not  sane,  but  we  hold  ih^A.  future  jurints 
and  experts  will  Jind  themselves  in  trouble  if  they  class  this 
psychosis  strictly  among  the  insanities.  The  difficulty  that 
will  arise  has  already  shown  itself.  The  insane  man  cannot 
be  criminally  responsible.  This  truth  has  rarely  been  ques- 
tioned. Yet  society  cannot  and  will  not  tolerate  the  idea 
that  so-called  M'casoning  maniacs,'  of  the  Guiteau  type  are 
irresponsible  and  require  no  punishment.  Difficulties,  dis- 
putes, injustice,  even  social  danger,  will  arise  if  an  original 
moral  perverseness,  developed  by  self-indulgences,  makes  a 
man  a  lunatic,  incapable  of  crime.  Moral  insanity  has  been 
the  bane  of  the  code,  and  it  will  certainly  continue  to  be  as 
long  as  expei-ts  insist  that  Guiteaus  are  irresponsible." 
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PATHOLOGY. 

*'What  place  is  this?  This  is  the  Pathological  Society. 
How  does  one  know  it  is  the  Pathological  Society?  You 
know  it  by  the  specimens  and  the  smells.  What  does  that 
gentleman  say?  He  says  he  has  made  a  post-mortem.  All 
the  gentlemen  make  post  mortems.  They  would  rather 
make  a  post-mortem  than  go  to  a  party.  What  is  that  on  a 
a  plate?  That  is  a  tunh)ur.  It  is  a  very  large  tumor.  It 
weighs  112  pounds.  The  patient  weighed  8H  pounds.  Was 
the  tumour  removed  from  the  patient?  No,  the  patient  was 
removed  from  the  tumour.  Did  they  save  the  patient?  No, 
but  they  saved  the  tumour.  What  is  this  in  the  bottle?  It 
is  a  tape-worm.  Is  it  a  long  tape-worm?  It  is  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  long.  Is  that  much  for  a  tape-worm? 
It  is,  indeed,  much  for  a  tape-worm,  but  not  much  for  the 
Pathological  Society." — Xew    York  Medical  Record, 


The  veterinary  surgeons  have  been  using  the  microscope 
extensively,  and  a  committee  appointed  by  the  New  York 
veterinary  school  has  made  a  report  of  experiments  extend- 
ing over  a  space  of  more  than  three  years.  The  conclusions 
are  that  fully  15  per  cent,  of  all  the  beef  and  milk  sold  in 
New  York  are  from  animals  affected  by  tuberculous  disease. 
The  meat  and  milk  from  such  animals  are  found  to  be  m- 
fected  with  myriads  of  microscopic  infusoria,  and  it  is 
inferred  that  tubercular  disease  in  men  may  be  produced  by 
the  use  of  these  articles  as  food.  The  report  recommends 
the  microscope  as  a  much  more  certaintest  for  determining 
the  quality  of  milk  than  anyOother  method.  The  tests  em« 
ployed  in  ordinary  inspection  are  inadequet  to  determine 
anything  but  adulteration,  Whereas  much  of  the  milk  in 
market  is  unfit  for  use  as  it  comcj*  from  the  cow. 
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SUPERSALTNITT  OP  THE   Bt.OO]>,  AN  ACCELERATOR  OF  SBNILITT  AND 

A  Cause  of  Cataract.  By  J.  C.  Burnett,  M.  D.,  London,  Eng. 
HomoBopHthic  Publishing  Co.,  2  Finsbury  Curcu,  E.  C.  Boerioke 
&  Yafel,  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

The  author  gends  us  this  beautiful  little  book,  with  hi«  compliments 
from  across  the  sea.  He  has  partially  proved  his  hypothesis,  and  pre- 
sented a  well-written  brochure  on  the  subject.  In  order  to  stave  off 
ftenilily,  we  have  ordered  our  salt-rations  curtailed. 

A  Few  Remarks  upon  Fellows'  Hypo-Phosphites  of  Quinine* 
Strychnine,  Iron,  Lime,  Pottassa  and  Manganese.  London :  James 
1.  Fellows,  Snow  Hill,  E.  C.     1882. 

Report  of  Wm.  C.  Richardson,  M.  D.,  Grand  Medical  Examiner 
A.  O.  U.  W. 

The  Mineral  Water  Controversy;  Artificial  or  N'atural.  By 
Carl  H.  SchultE,  New  York. 

Two  Addresses.  By  Selden  H.  Talcott,  M.  D.,  and  a  Poem,  by  Prof. 
Wm.  Tod.  Helmuth.  Published  by  order  of  the  New  York  State 
i^omoeopathlc  Medical  Society.    1882. 

With  compliments  of  Dr.  Talcott.    The  addresses  are  models  of  their 

kind,  and  the  Poem  is  in  Helmuth^s  best  vein 

Observations  on  Surgery  in  Children.  By  Edw.  Borck,  M.  D., 
St.  Louii>.  Reprint  from  the  St,  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^ 
.Tune,  1882.  . 

The  Vest-Pocket  Anatomist.  (Founded  upon  *'Gray")-  By  C. 
Henri  Leonard,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Detroit,  Michigan.  Eleventh  revised 
edition.    Price  75  ots.    Detroit  Illustrated  Medical  Journal  Co.  1882. 

This  i«  just  what  its. name  purports,  and  the  very  thing  for  a  medical 

fitudent,  who  has  not  time  to  go  over  the  entire  text  of  the  anatomy. 

Antiseptics.  A  book  of  Extracts  from  words  of  Commendation  of 
Listerine,  the  latest  and  best  of  all  the  Antiseptics. 

■ 

The  Diseases  of  the  Pancreas  and  their  Homosopathic  Treat- 
ment. By  A.  R.  Thomas,  M.  D.,  J.  C.  Morgan,  M.  D.,  A.  Koern- 
dflefer.  M.  D.  and  E.  A.  Farrington,  M.  D.  Duncan  Brothers. 
Chicago.    1882. 

This  little  book  of  seventy  pages,  by  four  of  our  best  writers  and  think- 
ers, contains  all  that  is  known  on  the  subject  treated  in  any  school,  and 
is  a  timely  contribution  to  our  literature  of  the  digestive  organs.  Dun- 
can Brothers  have  snatched  it  from  the  Transactions  of  the  Philadelphia 
County  Homoeopathic  Society,  and  thus  preserved  it  from  oblivion.  We 
are  thankful  to  both  authors  and  publisher. 
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Smith's  New  Label  Holder.  (Patent  pending).  Containing  5,250 
l:lbel^^,  (736  remedies),  repeated  from  5  to  30  tunes,  ar.cording  to  tlie 
frequency  of  their  use.  All  cut  ready  for  use  and  gummed.  Pub- 
lished by  Geo.  W.  Smith,  Homoeopathic  Pharmacist,  Cincinnati,  O. 

These  labels  are  the  very  beauty  of  simplicity  and  the  perfection  of 
liandlness,  requiring  neitlier  knife  or  scissors.  They  are  cut  by  machin- 
ery, leaving  a  little  pedicle  at  each  end,  which  is  broken  by  the  handling, 
and  there  you  are.  All  pharmacies  should  have  tliem  in  stock,  as  the 
neatest  thing  out. 
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Dk.  G.  H.  T.  Johnson  Thorougly  Vindicated..— About  two 
yeais  ago  Mrs.  B.  S.  Welsh,  by  a  fall  from  a  carriage  rec'eived  a  fracture 
of  the  right  arm  near  the  wrist  joint,  and  Dr.  G.  H.  T.  Johnson,  one  of 
the  most  piominent  physicians  of  Atchison.  Kan.,  was  called  to  attend 
her.  Her  recovery  was  partial,  and  it  was  charged  by  her  that  the  failure 
of  a  perfect  recovery  was  caused  by  improper  treatment  on  the  part  of 
Dr.  Johnson.  A  suit  for  5,000  damages  resulted.  The  trial  lasted  a 
week,  terminating  in  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  defendant. 

The  resuJt  is  regarded  by  the  friends  of  Dr.  Johnson,  and  by  persons 
who  attended  the  trial  and  are  familiar  with  the  facts  and  evidence,  as  a 
just  vindication  of  Dr.  Jolinson.  All  the  evidence  tended  to  establish  as 
indisputably  true  that  the  fracture  was  of  a  very  serious  nature;  that  the 
patient  was  infirm,  aged  and  oppressed  with  menial  tioubles  while  under 
treatment.  In  short,  that  all  the  conditions  of  the  case  were  against 
recovery  from  tlie  outset.  The  case  was  bitterly  contested,  and  attracted 
more  attention  then  has  any  similar  event  for  many  years  in  tliat  city. 

Important  About  the  Pulse.— Every  person  should  know  how  to 
afecertain  the  «tate  of  the  pulse  in  healtli:  then,  by  comparing  it  when 
he  is  ailing,  he  may  have  some  idea  of  the  urgency  of  his  case.  Parents 
should  know  the  health  pulse  of  each  child,  as  now  and  then  a  person  is 
born  with  a  peculiarly  slow  or  fast  pulse,  and  the  very  case  in  hand  may 
be  of  that  peculiarity.  An  infant's  pulse  is  140;  a  child  of  7  about  80, 
and  from  20  to  60  years  is  70  beats  a  minute;  declining  to  60  at  four- 
score.   A  healthy  grown  person's  pulse  beats  70  times  a  minute.    Tliere 
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may  be  good  health  down  to  60,  but  if  the  piil^e  always  exceeds  70  there 
is  a  disease,  the  machine  is  working  itseif  out ;  there  is  a  fever  or  in- 
flammation somewhere,  and  the  body  is  feeding  on  Itself  ;  as  in  con- 
sumption, when  the  pulse  is  qulelc,  that  Is  over  70,  gradually  increasing 
with  decreased  chances  of  cure,  until  it  reaches  110  to  120,  wlien  death 
comes  before  many  days.  When  the  pulse  is  over  70  for  months,  and 
there  is  a  slight  cough,  the  lungs  are  affected.  There  are,  however,  pe- 
culiar constitutions  in  which  the  pulse  may  be  over  70  in  health. 

More  Expert  Work.— The  dead  Gulteau's  brain  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  ''experts/^  An  expert  is  held  to  be  an  individual  who  knows  all 
that  is  to  be  known  on  the  special  subject  he  assumes  to  have  scientific 
jurisdiction  over,  and  whose  opinion,  there  is  no  going  behind,  since  it  is 
absolute  and  exhaustive  of  all  matters  and  things  therewith  connected. 
The  medical  experts  who  have  custody  of  the  contents  of  the  assagsin*s 
Bkull  will  subject  it  to  an  exhaustive  manipulation.  They  will  examine 
It  microscopically,  photographically,  physiologically,  anatomically  and 
psychologically  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  it  be  a  normal 
cerebrum  or  not.  They  will  scrutinize  the  membranes  and  analyze  the 
gray  matter  to  detect  possible  perversions  of  the  atoms  that  compose  it, 
and  hee  if  there  is  any  abnormal  arrangement  that  would  produce  dis- 
ordered action  and  explain  the  refractory  spirit  of  evil  that  marked  its 
possesssor  during  his  lifetime. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  this  minute  scientific  investigation  would 
clear  up  the  mysteiy  of  the  assassin^s  extraordinary  conduct  Und  show 
whether  he  was  a  cold-blooded,  deliberate  murderer  or  simply  an  irres- 
ponsible maniac.  But  we  venture  to  say  it  will  have  no  such  result ; 
that  the  experts  will  not  add  one  intelligible  valuable  word  to  the  stock 
of  knowledge  we  already  possess  on  the  subject.  On  the  contrary,  they 
will  mystify  the  matter  and  cloud  the  judgment  by  their  learned  ex- 
planations so  that  when  they  are  done  we  shall  know  less  than  we  do 
how.  The  expert  business  had  a  most  unfortunate  experience  with  Mr. 
Garfield.  The  wounded  president  could  not  have  had  a  worse  time  of  it 
in  the  hands  of  a  Sioux  medicine  man,  or  of  South  African  conjurers* 
He  would  certainly  have  been  more  gently  handled  by  a  reputable 
Missouri  docter  and  probably  have  had  a  better  chance  for  his  life.  The 
unfortunate  man^s  experience  with  the  experts  who  had  charge  of  him 
for  two  and  a  half  months  was  little  else  than  a  case  of  vivisection,  it 
was  marked  from  begining  to  end  by  misleading  if  not  wilfully  false 
bnlletins,  that  brought  the  profession  into  disrepute.  If  the  experts  who 
are  manipulating  the  brain  of  the  dead  assassin  shall  do  no  better  than 
those  who  manipulated  his  victim,  we  shall  have  reason  for  praying  for 
deliveranee  from  such  intolerable  inflictions  in  the  future. 
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8t.  Louis  to  the  Front  Again.— -Let  all  the  world  take  notice 
that  there  is  reooncilation  in  college  circles  here.  The  fusion  of  the  two 
Facalties  is  a  fait  aecoinpli,  and  the  ''  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of 
Mit^sotiri/'  has  resumed  its  place  among  the  fi:rand  brotherhood  of  Amer- 
ican HomcBopathic  Colleges. 

The  tomahawk  is  buried,  and  we  haye  smoked  the  pipe  of  peace.  We 
are  the  first  to  follow  the  advice  of  President  Breyfogle  in  his  address  to 
ihe  American  Institute  at  Indianapolis,  which  was,  '*Let  us  have  fewer 
and  better  Colleges.^'  This  college  was  chartered  in  1857,  and  is,  in  the 
order  of  time,  the  third  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  in  the  world, 
regularly  organized  and  chartered,  and  now  in  operation.  Its  hundreds 
of  alumni  will  hail  with  delight  the  returning  prosperity  of  their  alma 
mater. 

The  Missouhi  Institute  of  Homceopathy  held  uxi  adjourned  meet- 
ing in  Parlor  150,  Coates  House,  Kansas  City,  on  June  21st  President 
Burger  called  the  meeting  to  order.  Secretary  Harris  being  absent,  the 
Provisional  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  B.  Morgan,  took  his  place.  The  minutes 
of  the  St.  Joe  meeting  were  read  and  approved.  Dr.  Valentine  made 
the  Treasurer's  Report  which  on  motion  was  accepted. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Hall  moved  that  we  proceed  to  regular  business,  omitting 
the  call  of  the  Bur^us. 

Dr.  Abell  stated  that  in  the  prosecution  of  a  certain  diploma  suit  iu 
Sedalia  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  St.  Louis  witness  to  prove  the 
names  of  Colleges  in  that  city. 

Dr.  L.  £.  Whitney  gave  names  of  signers  to  bogus  diplomas  now  in 
Carthage  and  Springfield. 

Dr.  Pai*sons  read  a  letter  from  a  lady  doctor  (Mrs.  Adams)  of  Cheyenne, 
W.  T.,  asking  for  another  diploma,  and  asking  about  it-s  cost.  She  had 
bought  a  St.  I^ouis  diploma  in  Leadville,  but  found  it  was  not  good. 
The  names  of  the  faculty  and  school  proved  to  be  fictitious,  as  no  such 
college  (The  Jefferson  Medical  College),  or  physicians  signing,  are 
known  in  St.  Louis.  The  Board  of  Health  of  St.  Louis  have,  since  then, 
published  this  letter  in  full  In  the  city  papers.  Dr.  Campbell  said  there 
was  no  law  at  present  that  could  reach  diploma-sellers.  The  Bureau  of 
Legislation  were  instructed  to  endeavor  to  procure  legislation  on  this 
subject  at  the  next  session  of  the  State  Legislature. 

On  motion  the  appointments  of  the  Bureaus  of  last  year  were  contin- 
ued, except  that  Dr.  S.  B.  Parsons,  was  made  Chairman  of  the  Bureau 
of  Surgery.  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  elected,  resulting 
in  the  election  of  H.  W  Westover,  of  St.  Joseph,  President-  L.  E. 
Whitney,  of  Carthage,  Vice-President;  Philo  G.  Valentine,  Treasurer; 
W.   John  Harris,  re-elected  Secretary,  and  W.  B.  Morgan,  re-elected 


Editor's  Drawer.  199 

Provisional  Secretary.  For  Censors  were  elected  J.  C.  Bur^i^er,  Boooville; 
W.  D.  Foster,  Kansas  City,  and  Josle  Johnson,  St.  Louis. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Campbell  was  added  to  the  Bureau  of  Legislation,  Regis- 
tration and  Statistics.  The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  St.  Louis 
next  Spring,  just  before  the  College  Commencement. 

Ykllow  Fevkr.— Capes  are  reported  in  New  Orleans.  Pensacola. 
Philadelphia  and  Boston,  all  brought  on  ships  from  the  West  Indies. 

Not  Satisfied.— We  wish  to  file  notice  that  we  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  autopsy  on  Guiteau^s  brain  as  reported  by  Dr.  Lamb.  It  falls  utterly 
to  cover  the  ground,  and  we  reject  it  with  scorn.  We  will  not  ask  the 
reader  to  follow  ue  through  the  entire  report,  so-called,  but  we  would 
like  to  call  attention  to  some  of  its  weakest  pointf>.  The  doctor  tells  us 
that  *'the  frontal  suture  was  obliterated,  the  other  quite  distinct,'^  but 
falls  to  account  lor  the  missing  suture.  If  the  frontal  suture  was  not 
there  some  one  must  have  taken  it.  Had  the  doctor  given  us  the  names 
of  all  those  who  had  access  to  the  suture,  we  would  then  have  had  a 
clew;  but,  strangely  enough,  he  does  not  vouchsafe  a  single  name. 

We  are  told  that— 

"A  number  of  the  pacchionian  depressions  were  observed  near  the 
groove  of  the  logitudinal  sinus.^^ 

We  are  not  surprised  at  this.  Indeed,  we  would  have  marvelled  had 
had  not  the  pacchionian  depressions  been  observed,  If  not  near  the  groove 
for  the  longitudinal  sinus,  at  least  near  the  perpendicular  sluus.  A  sinus 
that  has  no  pacchionian  depression  Is,  In  our  opinion,  a  mighty  poor  sinus. 

''The  I^ia' mater  was  antemlc  anteriorly;  posteriorly  there  was  slight 
hypostasis.*^ 

We  do  not  believe  a  word  of  it.  In  saying  this  we  do  not  wish  to  con- 
vey the  Impression  that  the  doctor  would  wilfully  misrepresent  the  facts 
as  he  believed  them  to  exist.  But  he  is  mistaken.  We  dare  say  that  the 
doctor,  when  he  comes  to  look  over  his  report,  will. be  quick  to  discover 
his  egregious  blunder  and  set  himself  right  before  the  critical  public. 

^^The  orbital  plates  were  well  arched,  and  presented  many  conical  em- 
inences of  large  size.^^ 

'^Conical  eminences  of  large  size'^  Is  scarcely  definite  enough.  We  are 
left  in  the  dark  as  to  whether  they  were  as  large  as  a  hickory-nut  or  a 
tea-cup.  They  piay  have  been  as  large  as  a  wash-basin,  for  anything 
the  report  says  to  the  contrary.  We  have  a  right  to  particulars,  and  if 
we  don't  get  them  we  desire  to  know  the  reason  why. 

'*The  pacchinonlan  depressions  of  the  calvarla  division  of  the  unpig- 
mented  part  of  the  middle  fossae  of  aboresccnt  congestion  were  in  the 
upper  register  of  the  longitudinal  sinus.*^ 
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Very  well.  Suppose  they  were.  If  they  were,  why  were  they?  That's 
what  we  want  to  know.    By  Jove,  we  have  a  right  to  know. 

Prof.  S.  B.  Parsons  is  taking  his  annual  summering  at  his  Ingleside 
Cottage,  Lake  Miiinctonka,  where  his  family  have  been  for  about  two 
months. 

Prof.  E.  C.  Franklin  has  been  elected  President  of  the  Michlgau 
State  Society  by  a  handsome  majority. 

Dr.  F..L.  Davis,  of  Evansville,  Ind.,  made  us  a  very  pleaseant  visit 
in  May  on  his  way  home  from  a  southern  trip  he  had  been  taking  for  his 
health.    His  health  was  pei-fectly  restored. 

We  wish  to  thank  Pomberton  Dudley  for  editorial  courtesies  touching 
the  American  Institute  prceedings  in  this  number. 

Dr.  G.  S.  Walker  has  joined  his  family  at  Lake  Minnetonka,  where 
he  will  rusticate  for  the  summer. 

A  HoMCKoPATH  Must  Submit  to  Allopathic  Surgery.— Tlie  able 
board  of  health  has  met  with  a  formidable  impediment  in  the  discharge 
of  its  arduous  duties.  It  seems  to  have  determined  that  one  doctor  at 
least  should  have  a  taste  of  his  own  medicine  or  rather  that  an  oppo- 
nent of  vaccination  should  himself  be  vaccinated.  So  it  singled  out  Dr. 
Haggart  for  experimental  surgery,  under  test  conditions,  spiritually 
speakinfi^.  An  order  was  passed  that  be  be  run  in  and  vaccinated 
forthwith.  But  np  to  this  writing  it  is  believed  that  he  has  suc- 
cessfully eluded  arrest  and  surgery.  At  any  rate  he  was  at  large 
last  l^ord^s  day,  and  didn't  look  as  if  he  had  been  allopathically  bolused 
or  butchered.  But  the  law  must  have  its  course,  and  vaccinated  he  must 
be.  The  writer  of  this  is  an  allopath  of  the  allopaths,  who  has  vaccin- 
ated, bolused  and  ''surgeried''  his  thousands,  and  never  yet  killed  one. 
Waving  modesty  and  medical  ethics,  we  suggest  him  as  a  proper  person 
to  vaccinate  the  rebellious  Haggart.  He  has  plenty  of  sharp  lancets  and 
*'cow  pox"  virus.  Therefore,  let  the  victim  be  run  into  the  den  forth- 
with. -^Indianapolis  paper, 

Ann  Arbor,  July  12th,  1882. 
Dear  Doctor— I  rejoice  with  you  that  you  have  once  more  returned 
to  your  old  ways  and  stopped  running  after  strange  gods.  Now  just  let 
all  other  colleges  and  all  other  tendencies  to  new  organizations  stop  and 
take  care  of  the  good  old  college  that  has  stood  the  storm  of  battle  so 
long.    Success  to  you  and  may  you  never  again  desert  your  colors! 

Very  truly,  E.  C.  Franklin. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  July  10th,  1882. 

My  Dear  Doctor.— Most  heartily  I  congratulate  you  upon  the  union 
and  revival  of  college  interests.  With  the  able  men  you  have  in  St.  Louis, 
nothing  should  hinder  a  flrst-class  school  of  great  success.  I  trust  no 
more  splits  may  come  and  no  more  ephemeral  i^chools.  Our  Bureau  of 
Medical  Education  will  do  much  to  keep  them  down. 

With  best  wishes,  fraternally  yours,  J.  P.  Dake. 
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ANNUAL    CONVENTION   OF    THE     WESTERN    ACADEMY    OF 

HOMCEOPATHY. 


IvAXi^AS  City,  Mo.,  June  21st,   1882. 

Tlie  Western  Acadeniy  of  Homceopathy  met  in  eighth 
annual  convention  at  the  Coate's  house  yesterday  afternoon, 
for  a  three  (lav's  session.  Delegrates  and  visitors  from  near- 
ly  all  the  western  states  were  present,  and  many  more  are 
expected  to-day.  They  were  joined  by  the  local  represen- 
tatives of  the  homoeopathic  school  of  medicine,  and  every- 
thing passed  off  in  a  very  i)leasent  and  highly  satisfactory 
manner. 

At  <^  o'clock  r.  M.  the  convention  was  called  to  order  bv 
President  E.  M.  McAffee  of  Clinton,  Iowa. 

Dr.  William  I).  Foster,  of  Kansas  City,  then  stepped 
forward  and  delivered,  on  behalf  of  the  Kansas  City  physi- 
cians, the  following  addhess  or  wklcomk. 

Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  convention  : 

.  On  behalf  of  the  homoeopathic  physicians  of  Kansas  City 
1  bid  you  a  most  cordial  and  hearty  welcome.  This  is  the 
first  occasion  on  which  any  such  distinguished  body  of  practi- 
tioners of  our  school  has  honored  this  town  by  choosing  it 
as  the  place  for  their  deliberations.  We  sincerely  trust  that 
your  sojourn  may  be  both  pleasant  and  profitable  ;  that  the 
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questions  which  will  engage  your  attention  may  receive  that 
fair  and  dispassionate  treatment  which  their  importance 
merit — a  course  alike  creditable  to  the  participants,  and  an 
honor  to  the  cause  we  represent. 

In  chronological  order,  this  town  is  the  fourth  in  Mis- 
souri wherein  homceopathy  gained  a  foothold.  Our  accomp- 
lished frater,  Dr.  Joshua  Thorne — who  is  unavoidably  absent 
— came  here  in  1859.  Instead  of  the  flourishing  city  of  100,- 
000  people  and  the  massive  structures  you  now  behold 
spread  over  a  vast  extent  of  hill  and  valley,  this  pioneer  of 
HvtniJia  found  a  frontier  town  in  the  wilderness.  This  man, 
then  young  and  fresh  from  college,  combining  first-class 
acquirements  with  pluck,  energy  and  perserverance,  wrung 
success  out  of  the  most  adverse  surroundings,  and  is  now^ 
hapj)y  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  lucrative  and  appreciative 
patronage.  Long  may  he  live  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  what 
he  has  wrought. 

Dr.  Thome's  efforts  were — six  years  later — suj)plemen- 
ted  by  the  arrival  of  Dr.  flohn  Field,  who  built  up  a  large 
practice,  won  a  well-deserved  reputation  ;  he  still  remains  in 
our  midst  and  is  a  millionaire. 

In  1H()3  canie  Dr.  Peter  Baker  and  Dr.  Chas.  Baker. 
The  former  is  aniongst  us  still ;  has  accjuiied  a  fine  pi*actice, 
in  which  he  is  actively  en<;a«:ed.  He  is  held  in  hi":h  este(»m 
by  the  fraternit}^  as  well  as  by  a  wide  circle  of  appreciative 
patrons.  Dr.  Charles  Baker  removed  to  Philadelphia  some 
years  ago,  where  he  is  successfully  fi<jhtinfr  the  foe. 

In  1H70  came  Dr.  \V.  H.  Jenny,  who^uring  a  period  of 
twelve  years  brought  the  homoeopathic  practice  to  the  front 
and  won  for  himself  a  wide,  enviable  and  honorable  reputa- 
tion. Dr.  Jenny  is  now,  temporarily,  out  of  practice,  re- 
cuperating his  depleted  energies  and  resting  upon  his  laurels. 
He  is  in  Ohio,  dio:o:inor  in  the  «:round. 

Closely  following  came  Dr.  J.  C.  Cummings,  now  of 
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St.  Louis,  and  Dr.  McCal lister,  whose  present  habitation  I 
have  been  unable  to  learn.  Since  the  year  1^73  the  number 
of  arriv  als  and  departures  is  not  chronicled.  Be  it  said,  how- 
ever, it  is  legion.  At  the  present  time  we  have  altogether 
about  thirty  practitioners — all  earnestly  striving  to  spread 
the  cjreat  truths  of  Hahnemann. 

Finally,  the  cause  of  similia  is  flourishing;  the  l)hysi- 
eians  are  harmonious,  and  we  confidently  look  to  the  time  in 
the  early  future,  when  we  shall  have  a  hos[)ital,  fully 
ei]uip})ed  and   in  successful  operation. 

Most  earnestly  trusting  that  your  sessions  may  result  in 
fjreat  and  lasting  good  to  the  cause  so  near  all  our  hearts  ; 
Htf'engthen  the  e([uipments  for  alleviating  the  ills  of  humanity, 
and  that  your  deliberations  may  be  harmonious,  gentlemen, 
I  thank  you  for  your  courteous  attention. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Foster's  address.  Dr.  A.  S. 
Kverett,  of  Denver,  (\)I.,  lirst  vice-president,  replied  on  be- 
half of  the  visitors  as  follows  : 

DR.  EVKKETT's  nKSPOXSK. 

Dr.  Foster:  To  you,  sir,  as  the  repre -tentative  of  the 
Ilomipopathic  physicians  of  Kansas  City,  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  on  behalf  of  the  We-itern  Academy  of  Homoeopathy, 
to  thank  you  for  this  very  cordial  and  generous  welcome, 
which  we  have  already  privately,  but  which  we  do  now  j)ub- 
licly  receive  at  your  hands.  We  have  long  known  of  Kansas 
CMty  as  a  great  commercial  center,  a  mighty  metropolis. 

Sending  its  wares  and  j)roducts  out  all  along  this  great 
river  aftd  valley,  and  across  the  broad  and  desolate  })lains  to 
the  great  Rocky  Mountain  range.  Hut  to-day  we  learn  that 
it  is  a  city  of  hearts  as  well  as  hands.  * 

That  it  is  a  city  of  noble,  generous  and  humane  im{)ulses. 
That  the  homceopathic  physicians  of  this  city  appreciate  the 
work    which    this    academy    is    trying:   to    do    in    moldins: 


204  77/f    *SV.     Louis   C/i nicer/  lirvinr. 

and  shaping  the  hoin(£Opathic  trough  of  the  Mississippi 
valley.  Wjth  you,  sir,  I  do  entertain  the  hope  that  this 
meeting  of  the  academy  may  make  its  influence  felt  in  this 
community.  That  it  may  leave  its  foot-prints  upon  charac- 
ters as  strong  and  firm  as  the  rocks  which  underlie  your  city 
upon  which  it  is  built.  I  hope  this  impress  will  be  so  deep 
that  neither  events  nor  time  will  efface  them. 

But,  sir,  I  cannot  find  words  with  which  to  express  our 
appreciation  of  the  generous  welcome  which  you  have  given 
us.  Words  are,  however,  sometimes  very  light  things,  and 
this  is  no  where  so  true,  as  when  they  express  the  social  side 
of  human  life. 

The  poet  has  said  concerning  words : 

** Words  are  lighter  than  the  cloud  foam. 

Of  an  ocean's  restless  spray, 

•  Vainer  than  the  trembling  snow, 

Which  the  next  hour  stills  away. 

By  summer  rain  drop. 

Is  the  air  so  deeply  stirred. 

And  the  rose  leaf  that  we  tread  on. 

Will  out-live  a  word," 

But  I  relegate  this  whole  matter  of  ap{)reciation  of  your 
welcome  to  everv  member  of  this  association,  who  can 
better  and  more  fully  show  their  appreciation  by  the  shake 
of  the  hand  and  the  touch  of  the  elbow  in  their  sociable  posi- 
tions with  your  physicians,  which  this  occasion  affords  than 
by  any  words  of  mine. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Roby  was  then  made  secretary  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  regular  secretary,  Dr.  (/.  H.  Goodman. 

The  chair  then  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  as  an 
auditing  committee :  Drs.  N.  A.  Pennoyer,  L.  Pratt  and 
Philo  G.  Valentine. 

Drs.  G.  A.  Ilall,  T.  D.  Abell  and  H.  M.  Bascom  were 
appointed  a  committee  on  credentials. 

It     was    moved    and    carried   that    a    stenographer   be 
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employed  to  keep  a  record  of  the  deliberations  of  the  con- 
vention for  publication  in  pamphlet  or  book  form. 

The  chair  appointed  as  a  board  of  censors,  Drs.  R.  F. 
Baker,  X.  B.  Delamater,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Harris,  L.  Pmtt  and 
Philo  (i.  Valentine. 

Dr.  R.  F.  Baker,  was  made  temporary  treasurer  in  the 
absence  of  the  regular  treasurer,  Dr.  Foote. 

A  recess  of  thirty  minutes  was  then  taken. 

The  committee  on  credentials,  on  reassembling,  reported 
the  following  delegates  from  colleges,  societies,  etc.,  outside 
of  Kansas  City,  as  entitled  to  participate  in  the  deliberations 
of  the  convention  : 

\V.  D.  Foster,  M.  D.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

G.  A.  Hall,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111.,  delegate  Hahnemann 
College  and  Hos[)ital,  and  Hahnemann  Hospital  Clinical 
Societv. 

A.  S.  Everett,  M.  D.,  Denver,  Col.,  delegate  Denver 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society. 

N.  A.  Pennoyer,  M.  D.,  Kenosho,  Wis.,  delegate  Neosho 
Water  Cure. 

H.  F.  Klemp,  M.  I).,  Topeka,  Kan. 

Philo  G.  Valentine,  M.  D.,  St,  Louis,  Mo.,  delegate  St. 
Louis  Collge  Homceopathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and 
St.  Louis  Citv  Societv  of  Phvsicians  and  Surgeons. 

H.  W.  Miller,  M.  D.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

W.    A.    Phillij)s,   M.    I).,     Cleveland,    Ohio,    delegate 
Homoe()j)athic  Hospital  College,  Cleveland,  ().,  and  Homu? 
opathic  State  Medical  Society  of  Ohio. 

W.  C.  (ilidden,  M.  D.,  Beloit,  Kan. 

P.  Baker,  M.  D.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

J.  P.  Willard,  M.  1).,  Jacksonville,  III. 

D.  T.  Abell,  Sedalia,  Mo. 

•I.  M.  Crawford,  M.  D.,  delegate  from  the  Pulte  Medical 
College,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
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L.  Pratt,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  III.  » 

M.  D.  Delamater,  M.  D.,  delegate  from  State  Homoe- 
opathic   Medical  Society,    Wisconsin,  also    delegate   from  i 
Chicago  Homoeopathic  Medical  college,  Chicago,  III. 

E.  M.  McAffee,  M.  D.,  delegate-at-large — or  a  large 
delegate — Clinton,  Iowa. 

Sarah  J.  Harris,  M.  I).,  (lalena.  III. 

R.  F.  Baker,  M.  I).,  delegate  from  Rock  Island  County 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

H.  W.  Roby,  M.  I).,  delegate  from  Kansas  State 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  Topeka,  Kan. 

H.  M.  Bascom,  M.  I).,  Ottawa,  III. 

This  list  only  embraces  a  few  of  those  who  were  present 
from  other  cities,  and  does  not  include  visitors  and  physi- 
cians from  this  city  present. 

The  secretary  reported  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
society  for  the  past  two  years  are  nearly  ready  to  be  issued 
in  book  form.  The  publishing  wimmittee  also  reported  to 
the  same  eflfect. 

The  following  committee  was  appointed  to  report  upon 
the  proposition  to  make  certain  amendment'^  to  the  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws : 

Drs.  G.  A.  Hall,  Philo  (i.  Valentine  and  H.  W.  Robv. 

The  board  of  censors  reported  the  following  names  for 

membership:  Drs.  (i.  T.  Shears,  Chicago;  H.  F.  Klemp, 
Topeka  ;  William  D.  Foster,  Kansas  City  ;  Mrs.  S.  S.  Pearse, 
Kansas  City, ;  J.  M.  Crawford,  Cincinnati ;  S.  H.  Anderson, 
Kansas  City  ;  A.  W.  Blunt,  Clinton,  Iowa  :  H,  A.  Pennoyer, 
Kenosho,  Wis. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  V^alentine,  i)roviding  for  the 
appointment  of  new  chairmen  for  the  different  bureaus  for 
the  ensuing  year,  after  each  have  reported,  was  adopted 

An  amendment  offered  by  Dr.  Hall,  was  also  ado|)ted. 
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.  coniining  the  i)Hpers  })re8onted  by  each  bureau  to  the  cliscuss- 
ion  of  one  topic. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Harris  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table.  It  protested  against  the  long  hours  that  children 
are  compelled  to  pass  in  schools  and  the  overtaxing  of  their 
memories  at  the  expense  of  their  other  faculties,  on  the 
ground  that  such  treatment  contributed  largely  to  the  product- 
ion of  nervous  diseases  in  the  community. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Coates' 
Opera  House  at  H  o'clock  p.  m. 

At  the  appointed  hour  the  members  and  others  assem- 
bled at  the  Opera  House,  but  owing  to  the  storm  the  meeting 
was  postponed  until  H  o'(ilock  to-night  at  the  same  place. 

Mavor  Bullene  will  then  deliver  his  address  of  welcome 
and  Dr.  McAffee,  president,  will  respond  on  behalf  of  the 
Western  Academy  of  Homceofnithy.  A  fine  orchestra  has 
been  engaged,  which  will  })erform  several  choice  selections, 
and  the  members  are  anxious  to  see  all  who  may  wish  to, 
come,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  esj)ecially  the  friends 
of  homceopathy.  It  is  expected  that  the  addresses  will  be 
cjuite  entertaining,  and  if  the  weather  permits  the  Opera 
House  doubtless  will  l)e  well  filled. 

SP:('<)\I)    I)AV\s    IM{()<'KKI)lN(iS. 

The  eighth  annual  convention  of  the  Western  Academy 
of  HonuBopathy  again  assembled  at  the  Coates  house 
yesterday  morning.  The  attendan(;e  was  larger  than  on 
the  previous  day,  and  a  numder  of  interesting  papers  were 
read  and  discussed  bv  the  members,  in  a  manner  to  show  their 
research  in  the  field  of  medical  and  surgical  science  and  the 
interest  taken  by  them  in  their  profession.  Among  those 
present  were  nine  lady  })hysicians,  and  the  following  del- 
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egates  were  repoiled  as  having  arrived  with  their  credentials 
properly  certified  to : 

S.  B.  Parsons,  St.  Louis  ;  G.  W.  Foote,  Galesburg,  111.  : 
C.  H.  Vilas,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Chicago ; 
R.  B.  McClarey :  Monmouth,  111. ;  H.  R.  Arndt,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.;  C.  A.  Hart,  Denver;  J.  A.  Cam  pell  St- 
Louis ;  Dr.  Kesler,  Topeka ;  Dr.  Harding,  Atchison ; 
Dr.  Neff,  Richand,  la ;  William  Simpson,  State  Medical 
Society  of  California,  San  Juan ;  F.  Vanlieu,  Aurora,  111. 

The  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  reported 
same  minor  changes  to  the  constition  and  by-laws. 

A  paper  entitled  the  "Protection  of  the  public  sigainst 
venereal  poison,"  elicited  considerable  discussion,  in  which 
Dr.  Hall,  of  Chicago ;  Dr.  Cam  bell,  of  St.  Louis ;  Dr. 
Crawford,  of  Cincinnati;  Dr.  I^scom,  of  Ottawa,  III.; 
Mrs.  Dr.  Harris,  of  Cialena,  III ;  and  others  pai-ticipated. 

Mrs.  Dr  Harris  then  read  a  paper  entitled  *'The  Sani- 
tarv  Science  of  School  Education,"  in  which  she  attributed 
many  of  the  diseases  of  the  liver  and  kidneys,  to  the  long 
hours  children  were  compelled  to  spend  in  schools,  and  the 
brief  time  allowed  them  for  meals.  The  discussion  of  the 
paper,  was  dispensed  with. 

Dr.  Foote,  of  (jalesburg.  III.,  next  read  a  paper  enti- 
tled **The  Sources  of  Disease  from  Poisoned  .\tmosphere  ;" 
but  owing  to  its  being  too  lengthy  to  finish  reading  in  l') 
minutes,  the  doct<)r  was  not  permitted  to  go  on  after  that 
length  of  time  had  expired. 

A  number  of  papers  on  surgery  were  presented  by  Dr. 
W.  H.  Caine,  of  Stillwater,  Minn.,  and  others. 

Dr.  Hill,  of  Chicago,  delivered  a  short  lecture  on  **Car- 
sinoma  of  the  Breast,"  in  which  he  explaned  the  difference 
between  innocent  and  malignant'  cancerous  tumors.  He 
gave  advice  as  how  to  use  the  knife  upon  them,  and  expres- 
sed his  confidence  in  the  hypodermic  syringe. 
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Dr.  Parsong  read  a  paper  entitled  '* Internal  Strangula- 
tion of  the  Lesser  Intestines,"  and  both  papers  were  then 
declared  open  to  discussion,  in  which  Drs.  Hall  and  Valentine 
reviewed  Dr.  Parsons'  •paper,  and  Dr.  Parsons  made  a  few 
remarks  on  Dr.  HalFs  paper. 

A  resolution  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Pratt,  and  carried. 

It  pmvided  that  each  member  of  the  Academy  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  discussions  should  be  furnished  a  copy  of 
his  remarks  by  the  publishing  committee  for  correction, 
and  should  he  fail  to  return  the  same  to  the  committee 
within  thirty  days  the  remarks  could  be  published  or  ex- 
cluded at  the  pleasure  of  the  committee. 

Dr.  Hall,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on  credentials, 
reported,  as  newly  arrived  delegates,  Dr.  Ja-*.  A.  Campbell, 
from  the  Children's  and  Sister's  hospitals,  St.  Louis,  Dr. 
S.  P.  Parsons,  from  the  Unitarian  Mission  Home,  and 
S.  N.  Hart,  of  the  Denver  Academy  of  physicians  and 
surgeons. 

Dr.  Roby,  secretary,  reported  that  the  A.  T.  and  S.  F. 
railroad  had  agreed  to  give  special  rates  for  the  proposed 
excursion  to  Denver  and  return. 

Dr.  Hall  re|)orted  the  name  of  Dr.  L.  Pratt,  Wheaton, 
111.,  as  a  delegate  from  the  State  Honueopathic  Medical 
society  of  Illinois. 

On  motion  the  association  then  adjourned  until  2  o'clock. 

APrKlfXOON    SKSSSION. 

At  the  afternoon  session  Dr.  M.  A.  Pennover  of  Ken- 
osha.  Wis.,  read  a  jiaper  entitled  •*TheTherai)eutic  Use  of 
Hot  Water." 

Mrs.  Dr.  Harris  enlightened  the  assembly  with  "Some 
Experiences  with  Rhus-tox. 

Dr.  R.  B.  McCleary  was  lined  $10  for  not  having 
a  paper  ready. 
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Prof.  Crawford,  of  Cincinnati,  obtained  permission  U) 
place  a  case  of  warty  growth  in  the  larynx  for  advice  from 
the  association.  He  was  replied  to  by  Dr.  (Campbell,  of  St. 
Louis,  and  Dr.  Baseoni,  of  Ottawa,  III. 

The  business  under  the  head  of  clinical  medicine  was 
then  declared  closed  and  the  bureau  of  psychological  medi- 
cine taken  uj). 

Dr.  Pennoyer,  of  Kenosha,  Wis.,  read  a  short  paper  on 
the  "Spinal  Ice  Bag  and  its  use  in  Spinal  Disorders." 

Dr.  Roby  gave  notice  that  the  members  of  the  Mis- 
souri Institute  were  requested  to  meet  separately  at  4 
o'clock  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  business. 

Dr.  Delamater  read  a  volunteer  paper,  in  which  he 
cited  two  remarkable  cases  of  nerve  stretching. 

Dr.  Philo  (t.  Valentine,  chairman  of  the  bureau,  instan- 
ced some  strange  psychological  cures. 

The  Board  of  Censors  then  recommended  the  follrtwinff 
persons  for  membei-ship :  Miss  Addie  Kesler,  of  Topeka, 
a  graduate  of  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Chicago ;  Miss 
Ek)lila  Harding,  Atchison,  a  graduate  of  the  same  college; 
William  CoUisson,  St.  Louis,  a  graduate  of  London  college, 
England  ;  and  Geo.  Dick,  Topeka,  a  graduate  of  St.  Louis 
Medical  college. 

Dr.  Phillips,  of  Cleveland,  read  an  interesting  paper 
entitled,  "Injuries  to  the  Eye  and  its  Appendages." 

He  was  followed  by  Dr.  Vilas,  of  Chicago,  on  the 
"Ophthalmoscope,  and  the  use  of  the  instrument  in  exam- 
ining the  eye." 

Dr.  J.  A.  Campbell,  of  St.  Louis,  read  a  paper  on  "The 
Chromatic  Condition  of  the  Eye,  with  a  Lesson." 

Dr.  H.  R.  Arndt,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  chairnutn  of 
the  bureau  of  paedology,  said  he  had  no  papers,  and  the 
bureau  was  declared  closed. 
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would  do  your  soul  good.  Well,  I  brought  that  formal 
welcome  address  here  last  night  and  the  meeting  was  ad- 
journed. I  took  it  home  in  disappointment,  read  it  to  my 
.vife  and  asked  her  how  she  liked  it.  She  said  it  was  nice, 
but  thought  Warner  or  some  of  those  fellows  were  to  deliver 
the  Fourth  of  July  oration.  That  fixed  it.  I  did  not  bring 
the  formal  address  here  to-night,  and  hope  for  that  you  ai*e 
all  sufficiently  grateful.  I  gave  it  to  the  city  physician, 
told  him  it  was  a  general  order  for  the  conduct  of  the  hos- 
pital and  told  him  to  read  it  to  the  patients.  He  did  it. 
One  died. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  may  say  in  the  absence  of  the 
formal  address,  that  I  give  you  earnest  assurance  of  wel- 
come to  the  Terrace  City.  It  is,  I  assure  you,  an  especial 
pleasure,  for  there  is  a  salutary  influence  in  your  presence  ; 
an  influence  so  healing  that  it  may  be  likened  to  nothing 
but  a  new  republican  administration. 

I  admit,  Mr.  President,  to  an  agreeable  disappointment 
in  beholding  a  body  of  men,  all  of  whom  seem  to  have  drunk 
of  the  fabled  fountain,  and  who  indeed  seem  to  scarce  have 
passed  the  meridian  of  their  days  You  see,  Mr.  President, 
my  ideas  of  the  typical  doctor  were  entirely  derived  from 
the  newspaper  pictures,  all  of  which  seemed  to  give  the* 
idea  of  people  *' whose  big,  manly  voice  had  changed*  again 
into  the  childish  treble,"  and  with  hose  a  world  too  wide  for 
their  shrunk  shanks,  and  with  flowing  beards,  u])on  which 
the  snows  of  four  score  years  had  drifted,  and  to  corrob- 
orate this  impression,  I  found  in  the  cyclo{)edia  a  picture 
of  the  only  doctor  in  the  book,  and  who  indeed  seems  to  be 
the  father  of  all  of  you — one  of  venerable  aspect,  who 
carried  in  his  hand  a  staff  twined  with  two  serpents.  And 
right  here  I  will  remark  that  why  he  ''packs"  those  two 
snakes  round  with  him  I  am  unable  to  tell,  unless  indeed 

• 

it  may  be  that  it  is  the  emblem  of  his  authority  to  elimi- 
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Dr.  Anidt  wa.s  announced  chairman  of  the  bureau  of 
paedology  for  the  enduing  year,  and  Dr.  Vilas  wa«  made  chair- 
man of  the  bureau  of  ophthalmology. 

Thirt  closed  the  bureau  business  for  the  day,  and  after 
an  announcement  by  the  president  that  the  bureau  of  obstet- 
rics had  been  admitted,  the  convention  adjourned  to  meet 
in  Coates'  Opera  House,  at  H  p.  ni. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

At  H  o'clock  p.  m.,  according  to  announcement,  the 
members  of  the  academy  met  in  Coates'  Opera  House.  There 
was  a  fair  attendance  of  persons  outside  the  pixifession  and 
an  orchestra  discoursed  several  choice  nmsical  selections 
which  added  to  the  enjoyableness  of  the  occasion.  Mayor 
Bullene  delivered  an  address  of  welcome,  which  was  respon- 
ded to  by  the  president,  Dr.  McAffee. 

Dr.  Foster  was  called  to  the  chair  and  introduced 
Mayor  Bullene,  who  spoke  as  follows : 

"I  thank  you,  Mr  President,  for  this  introduction  to 
a  Kansas  City  audience,  but  perhaps  it  is  more  necessary 
for  our  friends  from  abroad  to  be  assured  that  this  is  Mayor 
Bullene  than  the  residents  of  our  city. 

A  few  days  since  my  friend.  Dr.  Baker,  met  me  on  the 
street  and  maliciously  thrust  into  my  hand  a  small  circular 
containing  the  following  legend:  **Farewell  Address  of 
Mavor  Bullene."  Well,  the  thinff  looked  innocent  enouffh 
on  the  face  of  it,   and   in  an  evil  moment  I  said  all  right. 

You  see,  the  malice  of  the  thing  had  not  dawned  upon 
me.  I  m>w  see  that  the  dei^ign  was  to  blight  my  hopes  for 
re-election  next  spring.  But  in  the  deluded  idea  that  there 
was  nothing  sinister  in  it,  I  commenced  the  labor  of  prep- 
aration— for  that  formal  address  of  welcome.  I  did  it,  and 
there  were  periods  in  it  that  would  have  caused  Kvaits  to 
orrow  green  with  envv,  and  it  ended  with  a  pei'oration  that 
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imte  from  the  boot  of  the  festive  Kansas  C'itvan,  Hie  ser- 
pentine  congeners  of  the  "golden  age"  I  said  I  was  agree- 
ably disappointed  in  seeing  in  place  of  those  venerable 
types  of  your  profession  a  delegation  so  vigorous,  because,  of 
cours^e,  our  salubrious  hills  do  not  afford  a  field  for  your  vo_ 
cation,  and  we  know  little  of  doctors.  And  while  I  hope 
most  of  you  have  come  to  stay,  I  am  obliged  to  recommend 
you  to  other  pursuits  than  your  professions,  say  real  estate 
or  drugs,  for  there  is  a  fair  trade  here  in  drugs,  to  the  peo- 
ple, you  know,  on  the  other  side  of  the  line  in  Kansas,  and 
as  over  there  snake-bites  are  of  f re(|uent  occurrence,  it  might 
afford  a  fair  field  for  your  (^iduceus  on  the  similia  Simili- 
bus  curantur  precept.  But  our  own  hills  are  so  salubriouv"^ 
that  I  was  thinking  of  importing  a  few  cases  of  smallpox  to 
give  my  appointee  t^s  city  physician  a  start  in  business.  I 
admit  that  we  have  occasional  family  episodes,  as  Artemus 
Ward  calls  'em,  in  which  the  old  family  ^liJsculapius  is  called 
in  to  preside,  and  hope  that  this  honored  observance  shall 
not  cease,  as  I  think  they  were  originated  with  si)ecial  ref- 
erence to  the  encouragement  of  your  craft 

But  more  seriously,  Mr.  President,  in  the  absence  and 
abandonment  of  that  formal  address  of  welcome,  if  I  can 
add  anything  in  my  poverty  of  sj)eech  whici)  shall  give  you 
anv  assurance  that  your  scores  of  friends  in   vour  two  davs' 

stay  in  our  midst  have  not  already  conveyed  to  you,   I  will 

•  •  »  » 

do  so  most  cheerfully  and  sincerely.  I  hope  your  stay 
amonir  us  will   be  ])leasant  and  that  your  recollection  of  us 

will  tend  you  to  return,  and 

"III  far  future  days,  I  deem 

Through  all  our  hearts  shaU  these  fair  memories  rise 
A»  shadows  uf  8omc  pleasing,  fading  di*eam, 

Or  golden  visions  of  our  sunset  skies." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  mayor's  addivss  Dr.  McAflfet* 
was  introduced,  and  delivered  a  response  thereto.* 


'Omitted. 
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•  THIKI)    I>AY's    PK(K:ERI>1N(IS. 

At  the  appointed  hour  the  ineiubers  and  others  a^^seni- 
bled  at  the  Opera  House,  but  owing  to  the  storm  the  meeting 
was  postponed  until  Thursday  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

At  9:30  A.M.  the  delegates  re-assembled,  and  after  the 
transaction  of  considerable  routine  business  the  Hureau  of 
Meteria  Medica  was  opened. 

Under  this  head  Mrs.  Dr.  Susan  S.  Plarn,  of  Kansas 
City,  read  a  paper,  which  wa^s  not  discussed. 

No  paper  was  presented  by  the  chairman  of  the  Bureau 
of  Obstetrics,  which  had  been  made  a  special  order  for  the 
day  and  none  was  presented  from  the  Bureau  ot  Gynsecol- 
ogy,  and  both  were  declared  clos<»d. 

On  motion  of  Prof,  ('ampbell,  of  Cincinnati,  it  was 
voted  to  hold  the  next  annual  meeting  at  Milwaukee. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  appointed  chairmen 
for  the  ensuing  vear  of  the  s€>veral  bureaus :  Obstetrics, 
(leo.  S.  Walker,  St.  Louis;  (Tyntecology,  L.  Pratt,  Whea- 
ton.  111.  ;  Materia  Medica,  T.  M.  Crawford,  Cincinnati  ; 
Pharmacy,   Dr.  (Iross,  Chicago;  Sanitary  Science, 

A  motion  bv  Dr.  Delamater  that  the  chairmpn  notify 
the  members  of  their  respective  bureaus  concerning  the  topic 
to  be  treated  by  them  not  later  than  one  week  before  the 
next  meeting,  was  carried. 

The  election  of  officers  was.  then  gone  into  with  the 
following  result : 

President — Dr.  Baker,  of  Davenport,  Iowa. 
Vice  Presidents — Drs.  Crawford,  Pratt  and  Robv. 
Secretary — Dr.  C.  H.  Goodman,  of  St.  Louis. 
Provisional  Secretary — Dr.  •!.  C.  Willard,  of  Jackson- 
ville, 111. 

Treasurer — Dr.  G.  VV.  Foote,  of  (ialesburg,  111. 
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As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  President'?*  Ad- 
dress, Dr.  Hall  reported  as  follows: 

The  committee  having  discharged  their  duties,  would 
res{)ectfully  re{K)rt  that  they  find  the  able  address  of  the 
President  an  exception  to  the  general  rule.  It  is  tempered 
throughout  with  that  spirit  of  liberality  and  justice  which 
marks  the  man  and  physician.  Feeling  that  it  will  be  read 
with  interest  and  profit  by  both  the  laity  and  the  profession, 
we  therefore  recommend  its  publication  in  the  next  volume 
of  the  transactions  of  this  ncademv. 

[Signed]  (i.  H.  Hall, 

Philo  (i.   Valentink, 
X.  B.  Dklamatkk. 


On  motion  of  Dr.  Hall,  a  resolution  of  thanks  was  voted 
to  the  local  physicians,  the  press  and  to  Col.  Coates  for 
courtesies  extended  to  the  membei's  of  the  aca<lemy  during 
the  convention. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Foote  the  time  for  holding  the  next 
meeting  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

.  On  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  Drs.  Vilas,  Everett 
and  Foote  were  a|>pomted  as  delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Institute  at  Niagara  Falls  in  June,  1SS3. 

Drs  McAffee,  Vilas,  Abell,  Arndt  and  Pennover  were 
then  elected  a  board  of  ('ensors,  and  after  voting  thanks  to 
the  officers  for  the  faithful  manner  in  which  thev  had  at- 
tended  to  their  duties  during  the  past  year,  the  convention 
axljourned  to  meet  when  the  Executive  Committee  shall  call 
the  members  together. 
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THE    GEHMS   OF    MALARIA, 


The  more  we  know  of  the  eausesof  any  particular  form 
of  disease  the  more  likelv  we  are  to  discover  how  to  cure  it. 

Such  is  the  common  notion,  and  we  believe  it  is  affirmed 
by  the  ex{)erience  of  men  of  science. 

The  particuhir  form  of  disease  which  people  have  become 
{iccustomed  to  speak  of  as  malaria  is  mystericmsin  its  origin. 

Whether  it  cxH'urs  excej)t  as  the  result  of  miasmatic  exha- 
lations may  be  doubted.  Physicians  now  class  malarious  affec- 
tions together  as  paludal  diseases,  so  called  from  the  Latin 
word  palus^  signifying  a  marsh.  Having  endeavored  in  vain 
to  detect  any  organisms  in  the  atmosphere  to  which  these 
characteristic  fevers  might  be  attributed  they  have  lately 
looked  for  the  germs  of  contagion  in  the  blood  of  the  pati- 
ents ;  and  hence,  says  the  London  Lavcet^  the  search  appears 
at  last  to  ho  near  a  successful  issue. 

The  investigation  has  been  conducted  by  two  French  physi- 
ologists, Laveran  and  Richard.  They  find  a  peculiar  par- 
asite in  the  blood  of  persons  suffering  from  malaria.  It  is 
invariably  present  in  such  cases,  but  has  not  been  discovered 
in  any  other  disease.  It  inhabits  the  red  corpuscles  of  the 
blood,  leaves  them  when  fully  developed,  and  after  about 
an  hour  of  independent  life  apparently  {)erishes.  Each 
corpuscle  tenanted  by  one  of  these  organisms  seems  to  be 
rendered  heavy  and  less  mobile  by  its  presence,  and  as  mill- 
ions of  corpuscles  are  thus  affected  during  the  height  of  the 
disease,  the  enfeebled  circulation  which  is  so  frequent  a 
symptom  may  be  accounted  for  by  this  action  of  the  j)ai*asites 
in  clogging  the  blood.  When  we  learn  also  that  a  dilute 
solution  of  quinine  (juiets  and  seems  to  kill  these  characteristic 
germs,  we  are  still  more  inclined  to  regard  them  as  true 
(causes  of  malarious  disease. 

The  next  question  is,  where  do  they  come  fron)  ?    Our 
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learned  medical  contemporary  docs  not  yet  extend  its  in- 
quiry as  far  as  that,  but  it  is  a  question  which  will  probably 
be  answered  in  the  future.  The  doctors  are  already  suggest' 
ing  the  prevention  of  pulmonary  consumption  by  a  process 
akin  to  vaccination.  We  shall  not  be  surprised  if  ere  long 
they  propose  to  protect  people  ao^ainst  malaria  in  some 
similar  way.  Is  it  not  coming  to  be  the  cardinal  principle 
of  preventive  medicine  to  inoculate  everybody  with  all  dis- 
ejises  in  the  mildest  possible  form,  in  order  thus  to  warn  off 
more  malignant  attacks? 


NOVEL    CUBE    FOB    NEVBALOIA. 


I)K.    J.  T.  M'coUiAN  IX  THE  "801TTHERN  PRACTITIONER. 


>  > 


In  the  spring  of  180J)  we  had  the  most  severe  attack  of 
facial  neuralgia  which  it  has  been  our  lot  to  witness  in  more 
than  18  years  of  practice  ;  for  two  weeks  we  had  to  confine 
ourselves  to  a  darkened  chamber,  and  the  lightest  footfall 
on  the  floor  caused  us  the  most  excruciating  as^ony.  All 
the  remedies,  local,  general,  regular  and  irregular,  were 
tried  without  any  abatement  of  the  trouble.  One  side  of  our 
face  was  terribly  swollen,  so  much  so  that  it  was  imi)ossible 
to  extract  a  decayed  molar,  to  which  we  charge  all  our  suf- 
fering. And  it  seemed  as  if  we  were  destined  to  shuffle  off 
this  mortal  coil  by  exhaustion  from  pain  and  want  of  sleep. 

We  finally  concluded  to  incise  the  swollen  jaw,  thinking 
there  was  an  abcess  about  the  root  of  the  decayed  tooth, 
and  as  the  parts  were  so  extremely  sensitive,  and,  moreover, 
having  a  vague  dread  of  chloroform,  we  thought  we  would 
try  local  antesthesia  by  evajwrating  ether  on  the  surface 
until  the  part  was  frozen.  Our  attendant  complied  with  our 
instmctions,  and  the  spray  was  turned  on.  The  fii'st  sen- 
sation was  one  of   cutting   i)ain,   gradually  subsiding  until 
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when  congelation  took  place  we  felt  perfectly  easy,  and  or- 
dered the  cutting  oi)eration  deferred.  Then  for  fifteen 
hours  we  .slept  the  sleep  of  the  righteous,  and  when  we 
awoke  found  the  rubor,  et  tumor,  colore,  cum  dolore  entire- 
ly vanished,  and  we  arose  and  went  about  our  business, 
and  to  this  good  day,  although  w^e  carry  a  perfect  cabinet  of 
curious  teeth  in  our  mouth,  have  never  had  a  neuralgic 
twi.ige  or  that  of  that  '*hell    o'    a*    disease,"  a  tooth  ache. 

Well,  to  be  honest  about  it,  we  did  not  at  the  time  give 
the  freezing  j)rocess  any  credit  for  the  cure,  we  thought  the 
attack  had  abouLspent  its  force  and  was  going  to  act  well 
any  way  and  we  paid  but  little  attention  to  the  matter  for  a 
year  or  more,  when  a  relative,  Capt.  Harris  was  visiting  us, 
and  took  a  sj)ell  of  neuralgia,  of  which  he  had  for  a  year 
been  periodically  atflicted  with,  rarely  passing  a  month  with- 
out an  attack.  To  give  him  present  ease,  for  we  did  not 
think  of  any  permanent  benefit,  we  tried  the  spray  all  along 
the  track  of  the  affected  nerve  until  it  turned  the  skin  white. 

The  relief  was  immediate,  and,  he  has  since  infor.ned 
me,  permanent. 

Since  then  we  have  used  it  in  fifteen  or  twenty  cases 
with  uniform  success,  never  having  to  make  more  than  two 
applications,  and  it  came  to  be  a  stock  remedy,  and  we 
thought  that  in  all  probability  was  so  with  most  physicians, 
for  we  remember  that  when  Kichardson  first  intorduced  it 
(like  all  new  things  in  medicine  it  was  vaunted  for  every- 
thing), and  would  probably  have  still  thought  so  if  a  gentle- 
man hadn't  called  on  us  some  time  ago  to  know  if  we  hadn't 
a  new  treatment  for  neuralgia,  and  stated  a  couple  of  years 
ago  he  w-ason  a  steamboat  and  was  suffering  with  that  dis- 
ease, when  Capt.  Harris  informed  him  that  he  was  cured  by 
some  sort  of  a  freezing  process,  and  advised  him  to  try  it. 

When  the  boat  reached  Louisville,  he  called  on  two  or 
three  dentists  and  three  of  the  most  distinguished  surgeons 
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of  the  city,  and  they  told  him  they  knew  of  no  such  a 
remedy  for  neuralgia,  and  advised  him  not  to  have  anything 
of  the  kind  done.  On  hearing:  his  story  we  looked  over 
our  old  volumes  of  medical  journals  and  found  not  a  single 
allusion  to  local  anaesthesia  as  a  remedy  for  neuralgia* 

Now  we  must  confess  that  all  this  sounds  v^ry  much 
like  the  story  of  the  sui)erannuated  clergyman  who  acciden- 
tally, while  in  the  West  Indies,  discovered  a  cure  for  con- 
sumption, etc.,  only  we  don't  want  any  one  to  send  a  stamp 
for  paiticular.4.  Any  physiciai>  can  purchase  a  hand-ball 
atomizer  for  one  and  a  half  dollars,  and  trv  it  for  themselves. 

They  may  use  either  rhigolene  or  ether,  and  it  will  only 
be  necessary  to  let  the  spray  i)lay  upon  the  j)aii:  until  the 
skin  turns  white.  We  {)romiscd  to  offer  no  theoi^^  for  its 
action,  but  will  venture  this  oi)inion :  That  the  intense 
cold,  by  its  revulsive  effect  causes  a  complete  change  in  the 
nutrition  of  the  nerve  ;  what  this  change  is,  we  will  not  at 
present  venture  to  assert,  only  hoping  that  others  who  have 
better  opportunities  will  give  the  matt<»r  a  trial  and  fully 
test  its  meritt<. 


ST.  LOVia  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


CASES    REPORTED    BY    DR.     H.    .1.     DIONYSirs,     FROM    THE    COL- 
LEGE    CLINIC. 


Dr.  Dionysius  presented  the  paper  of  the  evening,  de- 
scribing sixteen  cases  of  neuralgia  treated  at  the  dispensary. 

Case  No.  I. — Margaret  P ,  a4.   50;  sick  for  nine 

months  with  pains  darting  all  through  head  :  had  an  abscess 
in  roof  of  mouth,  result  of  decayed  tooth,  and  pain  followed  ; 
has  had  pain  ever  since  ;  pain  is  darting,  worse  at  night  and 
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in  cool  air ;  restless  at  night,  thirsty,  smarting  pain  in  eyes ; 
lids  swollen.  One  dose  Arnen.  8()()()^. 

This  was  on  March  1st,  1882.  She  came  back  March 
2()th.  Pain  got  much  better  after  last  prescription,  now  has 
some  pain,  though  not  so  bad  ;  restless ;  thirsty  ;  better 
warm.     One  dose  arneii  8000^  . 

March  24th. — Pain  all  gone.  I  am .  treating  her  for 
other  trouble. 

March  27th — No  pain. 

March  31st. — No  paiy. 

Case  2. — March  11,  1882,  Mary  N.,  ret.  4(1;  prosopal- 
gia, left  side,  worse  from  heat,  pain  shooting,  better  mov- 
ing, vertigo,  pain  in  and  around  eye  ball.     Spigelia  200'^ . 

March  18. — Pain  all  gone ;  left  the  next  day  after 
taking  medicine  ;  got  relief  from  first  dose. 

March  29th. — Still  well  of  pain. 

Case  3. — March  10,  1882,  Sophia  S.,  ret.  35  ;  neuralgia 
for  eight  years,  of  left  side  of  face  and  head  ;  left  side  of 
face  and  head  always  feverish  ;  free  sometimes  for  a  week, 
but  for  the  last  four  weeks  it  has  been  continual ;  better  in 
cool  place  and  cool  application  ;  cannot  drink  cold  water, 
because  it  causes  nausea  ;  very  thirsty  ;  pain  unbearable  at 
time ;  cannot  be  talked  to  ;  causes  j)ain  ;  pain  has  always 
been  relieved  by  applying  spirits  of  ammonia,  now  it  has  no 
effect ;  better  lying  (juiet,  exertion  causes  pain  ;  pain  daii- 
ing  in  and  around  eye  ball.     Spigelia  200^  . 

March  14. — No  better  ;  violent  palpitation  of  heart ;  pain 
commences  at  heart,  goes  to  neck  ;  shooting  pain. 

Spigelia  200^  . 

March  17. — Some  better  every  way.   Spigelia  200^^ . 

March  23. — Much  better  every  way.     Spigelia  200^  . 

April  1. — Pam  in  head  all  gone,  heart  much  better,  can 
now  do  her  work.  lias  darting  pains  all  over,  very  change- 
able, goes  from  place  to  place.     PuUat  200^  . 
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Case  4.— March  13,  1882,  Mary  W.,  wt.  29.  Sick  for 
six  days.  Prosopalgia,  righ  side,  continual  dull  pain,  sharp 
shooting  very  severe,  better,  worse  at  night,  thirsty,  no 
sleep,  pain  in  supra-orbital  region  and  whole  side  of  face, 
pain  feels  hot.     One  dose  arisen  8()()0'^ . 

March  14. — Shooting  pain  nearly  all  gone,  feels  as  if 
she  would  die  of  palpitation  of  heart,  hot  sweat  with  pain, 
worse  from  noise,  light  hurts  her  eyes,  vertigo,  gets  mad 
with  pains,  pains  come  suddenly  and  leave  suddenly. 

Bell  2{)0-^ . 

March  1<>. — Pain  better,  palpitation  of  heart  now 
bothers  her  more  than  anything  else.  Palpitation  violent, 
rapid,  can  be  seen  and  heard  at  a  distance.     Spigelia  200'^ . 

March  20. — Pain  all  gone  and  heart  much  better. 
Spigelia  200^ . 

March  25. — No  pain,  heart  improving. 

(^ASK  5.— March  18,  1882,  Ellen  S.,  let.  44.  Sick  for 
three  days,  was  w^ishing  clothes,  went  from  warm  room  into 
cold  air,  pain  came  on  suddenly,  prosopalgia  right  side, 
pain  causes  vomiting,  sharp  pain  comes  gradually  and  goes 
gradually,  feels  very  weak,  worse  from  stooping,  better 
from,  warm  sweat  without  relief,  blur  before  eyes,  cannot 
bear  noise  nor  light,  wants  to  be  quiet  and  in  a  dark  room. 
Bell  200'^- . 

March  20. — All  sharp  pains  gone,  and  soreness  much 
better.     Some  vertigo  yet.      Bell  200^  . 

March  22. — Reports  well. 

Case  (5. — Monroe  V.,  tet.  10.  Sick  three  weeks  has 
darting  pains  all  over,  come  on  very  sudden,  last  a  long 
time,  and  leave  gradually,  crampy  pains  in  abdomen,  legs 
.  and  arms,  lies  doubled  up  all  through  paroxysms,  pain  most 
violent  in  head,  delirious  with  pain,  runs  up  and  down  room, 
pulls  his  hair,  strikes  his  head  with  his  fist,  screams,  touch- 
ing him  anywhere  causes  the  pain,  between   12  noon  and   12 


222  The  St,  Louis  Clinical  Review. 

midnight  cannot  be  moved,  paroxysms  commence  regular  at 
12  o'clock  noon  and  last  till  midnight.  Mother  said: 
'Slust  as  soon  as  the  bells  ring  for  12  o'clock  Monroe's 
pains  commence."  Hungry  all  the  time,  more  so  during  the 
paroxysm,  sweats  profusely  after  paroxysm,  no  thirst,  no 
vomit,  slight  chilly  and  hot  sensations  alternating  during 
paroxysm,  has  been  treated  by  four  physicians,  no  relief, 
the  last  medicine  the  mother  said  nearly  set  the  boy  crazy, 
only  gave  him  two  doses.      China  200^  . 

Next  day,  no  better.      China  200^ . 

Next  day,  no  better.     One  dose  china  3P". 

Next  day,  no  pain  since  two  hours  after  last  medicine. 

Now    has   sore   feeling   all   over,    tired    worn-out   feeling. 

Sac.  lac. 

No  medicine  for  a  week,  gradually  got  better  of  tired 

and  sore  feeling.     This  was  about  eight  weeks   ago.     He 

has  had  no  sharp  pain.     He  took  china  31'". 

Case  7. — March  8,  1881,  Jennie  C,  ret.  28,  neuralgia 
for  five  days,  all  over  hea^l,  must  move,  cannot  keep  quiet, 
must  move.  Shooting  pains  like  lightning  all  through  head, 
pains  are  worse  around  and  in  the  eye  balls,  eyes  feel  sore, 
light  hurts  them,  pain  just  the  same  moving  or  quiet,  warm 
or  cold,  feeling  of  a  band  around  her  head.  JSpigidia  IMM^, 

Maith  9. — Pain  stopped  immedijitelr  after  taking  the 

medicine. 

June  28. — Has  had  no  paine  since. 

Case  8.— March  29,  1881,  Lena  L.,  ret.  30.     Sick  for 

two  years,  neuralgia  all  over,  now  mostly  in  eyes  and  head, 

has  a  crampy  deep  in  occipital  region,  pain  on  both   sides 

of   head    and   face,    relieved    by    cold,  cannot   bear  heat, 

chills  and  flashes  of  heat,  with  pain,  wakes  her  out  of  sleep^ 

morose  in  morning  when  waking,  pain  and  all  her  feelings 

relieved  by  flow  of  menses,  which  are  scant,  light  colored 

and  last  only  two  days — always  regular.     One  dose  larhesis 
1000'^. 
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October  3,  1881. — Got    well    immediately.     Now    has 

neuralgia  in  whole  left  half  of  head  and  body,  pains  violent, 

pains  severe  around  eye,  not  in  eye,  better  from  warmth, 

worse  from   cold,  must   lie   down    with   pain,  which    is   so 

severe  that  she  does  not  know  anything,  relieved  by  sleep, 

feverish    with   pain,  thirsty,  very    restless    at  night.     One 

dose  arneii  8000^ . 

December  29. — (iot  well  immediately. 

Case  9. — April  11,  1881,  Fannie  W.,  aet.  23.  Sick  one 
week,  neuralgia,  pain  in  and  around  the  eye,  worse  in  even- 
ings and  night,  better  from  warmth,  feet  and  hands  cold, 
thirc^tv,  debilitated.     Avseii  30^  . 

April  li). — Pain  some  better,  not  much,  skin  feels  cold, 
with  hot  flashes,  cold  sweat  every  night,  throat  sore  and  dry 
only  at  night,  always  better  from  warmth.     One  dose  arsen. 

8000'^ . 

May  7. — Reports  pain  left  next  morning;  none  since. 

June  11. — Has  had  no  pain  since. 

Case  10.— April  1(5,  1881,  Bernard  McC,  »t.  48.    Sick 

for  two  years  off  and  on,  with  neuralgia  in  forehead  and 

eyes,    worse   on   left   side,    shooting   pains,    morose   from 

warmth,  pain  comes   nmi  goes,  sudden    pain    around   and 

above.     Bell.  200^  . 

October  29. — Reports  that  he  got  well  in  two  days ;  no 
pain  since. 

Case  11.— August  9,  1881,  Emma   R.,  cet.  32.     Sick 

three  weeks,  prosopalgia  left  side,  pain   in  teeth,  ear   and 

left  side  of  head,  pain  comes  sudden,  shooting  pain,  menses 

scanty,  crampy  pain  in  lumbar  region,  constant  throbbing  in 

ear,  head  and  face,  face  hot,  skin  dry.     Bell.  3^  . 

November  14. — (iot  well  in  four  days.     Now  has  pain 

in  left  side  of  face  and  jaw,  hollow  teeth  on  left  side,  pain 

drawing,  pain  in  and  around  eyeball,  comes  suddenly  and 

leaves  suddenly,  restless,  face  red  and  skin  hot,  pain  causes 

anger,  headache  throbbing.     Bell.  3^  . 
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November  29. — Pain  the  same ;  .pain  in  and  around  the 
eyeball  worse.     Spigelia  1000* . 

March  1,  1882.     Got  well  immediately. 

Case  12. — May  25,  1881,  Rose  K.,  set.  52.  Sick  with 
pain  in  left  side  of  face  aiid  head  and  neck,  pain  keeps  her 
awake,  throbbing  hot  pain,  shooting  pains  violent,  better 
from  warmth  and  moving,  pain  causes  nausea,  thirsty,  rest- 
less, pain  worse  at  night.     One  dose  arnen  8000^^ . 

May  27. — Pain  all  gone. 

Case  13.— November  10,  1881,  E.  M.  B.,  set.  24.  Sick 
two  weeks,  neuralgia  in  head  and  face,  pain  comes  suddenly, 
lasts  for  a  time,  then  leaves  suddenly,  vertigo,  spots  before 
eyes,  face  hot.      BelL  3^ . 

November  1().— *-Pain  some  better,  otlierwise  the  same. 
BelL  ^^ . 

November  24. — Pain  all  gone ;  left  two  davs  after 
taking  last  medicine. 

Case  14. — November  11,  1881,  Susan  S.,  jet.  78.  Sick 
for  six  months,  neuralgia  on  right  side  of  face,  })ain  in  and 
around  eyeball,  eyeball  sore  when  moving  eyeball,  throbbing 
pain  worse  at  night,  pain  down  left  side.  One  do^e  spir/ >lia 
1000^. 

March  21,  1882. — Says  site  got  well  immediately. 

Case  15.— April  (>,  1882,  Mary  W.,  jet.  24.  Sick  for 
two  weeks,  head  pains  all  over,  pain  sharp,  commences  in 
left  temporal  region,  goes  over  head  to  right  temporal 
region,  pain  severe  in  and  around  eyeball,  feels  as  though 
right  eye  would  pop  out,  light  hurts  eyes,  pain  increases 
from  10  A.  M.  to  2  p.  m.,  pain  comes  sudden,  leaves  gradually, 
vertigo  after  pain  leaves,  better  cool  and  <i.uiet,  pressure 
relieves  pain.     One  dose  Spigelia   1000"^ . 

April  10. — Pain  was  all  gone  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Case  Kk— March  20,  1882,  John  S.  tet.  40.  Sick  one 
week,  prosopalgia  left  side,  pain  in  eyeball  and  around  eye- 
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ball,  lid  swollen,  pain  increas^es  from    nunrise   to    midday, 
then  decreases  to  sunset,  dartino:  i)ain,  must  tie  something 
tight  around  head.     SpigeUa  1000^. 
April  10. — (Tot  well  next  day. 

Hkxry  J.  DiONYsirs,  M.  D. 


SOCIETV    PUOCEEI)IX(KS. 

Ur.  Sauter  :  I  doubt  whether  high  potencies  especially 
will  cure  neuralgia  so  soon.  It  is  the  nature  of  these  pains 
to  come  and  go  suddenly,  and  because  some  remedy  hap- 
pened to  be  given  at  about  the  time  of  their  disappearance, 
it  is  no  sign  that  they  will  not  recur.  1  think  that  if  the 
subsequent  history  of  these  sixteen  cases  could  be  known  it 
would  be  found  that  they  have  their  attacks  of  neuralgia  off 
and  on,  just  as  they  did  before  taking  high  potencies.  It 
strikes  ane  that  there  is  more  appearance  of  a  remedial 
effect  in  the  case  or  two  of  the  sixteen  that  received  a  low 
potency  of  belladonna. 

Dr.  Parsons  :  I  am  surprised  that  Dr.  Sauter  does  not 
use  high  [)otencies.  We  are  most  all  radicals  here  in  the 
Mississippi  valley ;  we  think  we  must  use  crude  drugs, 
because  df  the  [)revalence  of  malaria,  but  the  older  I  grow, 
the  more  I  incline  to  the  use  of  high  potencies.  They  arc 
especially  called  for  in  neuralgia  and  I  have  many  times 
relieved  the  pains  with*  them  after  having  failed  with  the 
low.  I  use  them,  too,  after  operations.  So  far  as  my 
recent  experience  goes,  there  has  been  a  [)revalenco  of  rheu- 
matic rather  than  neuralgic  complaints.  On  one  of  the 
cases  described  by  Dionysius  I  worked  two  weeks.  The 
most  prominent  symptom  was  a  sensation  of  a  band  around 
the  head,  and  I  did  not  find  it  under  spiijelw. 

Dr.  Dionysus  :     I  found  it  under  China, 

Dr.  Parsons  :     I  have  a  patient  now  with  a  sensation 
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as  if  the  top  of  the  skull  were  lifted  up.  He  had  a  sun- 
stroke while  in  the  army  and  has  suffered  ever  since,  having 
the  sensation  referred  to  for  the  last  three  weeks.  His 
trouble  has  been  increasing  for  about  six  months.  He  has 
suffusion  of  the  eyes  and  aggravation  of  smptoms  from  the 
sun  or  heat.  Mezereum  seemed  to  relieve  some  of  the 
pains,  but  my  treatment  has  done  him  little  good  so  far.  Is 
it  a  case  of  neuralgia?  Another  young  man,  who  has  had 
syphilis,  has  had  pains  in  different  parts  of  the  head  for 
some  time.  Arsenic  relieved  him  somewhat,  but  mezereum 
entirely.  I  gave  it  because  he  described  the  pains  as  being 
in  the  bones  of  the  skull  rather  than  on  their  sui*face. 
Another  young  man,  supposed  to  have  had  malarial  infection, 
had  pams  in  the  back,  yellow  skin  and  scanty  urine,  con- 
taining seventy-five  per  cent,  of  albumen.  Under  phos- 
phorous there  was  some  diminution  in  the  amount  of  albu- 
men, but  I  did  not  cure  the  case.  He  went  to  an  allopath 
who  at  once  relieved  his  pains  with  morphine,  but  I  soon 
read  a  notice  of  his  death  from  Bright' s  diaease. 

Dr.  Kent  ;  I  am  surprised  that  Dr.  Dionysius  is  so 
far  advanced  in  the  use  of  high  potencies.  Dr.  Sauter 
doubts  whether  time  enough  has  elapsed  to  show  whether 
Dr.  Dionysius's  cases  are  cured  or  not.  My  experience 
teaches  me  that  when  a  high  potency  has  an  effect  it  is  a 
permanent  one.  I  have  confidence  in  the  cure  of  Dr. 
Dionysius'  cases,  and  while  he  was  I'eading,  I  reviewed  some 
of  my  own  cases,  and  I  find  that  I  have  given  spigelia  more 
times  in  the  last  two  months  than  I  supposed.  Pain  in  or 
around  the  left  eye,  extending  to  the  back  of  the  head,  with 
some  disturbance  of  the  heart,  are  my  guide  to  its  use.  I 
always  use  the  tooth.  I  have  often  cured  with  a  high 
potency  after  having  failed  with  a  low  one.  Not  long  ago, 
I  had  a  clear  china  case.  I  gave  the  (>^  and  30^  and  then 
quinine,  for  the  first  time  in  twelve    months.     The  chills 
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continued,  and  being  unable  to  see  indications  for  any  other 
remedy,  I  gave,  two  weeks  later  one  dose  of  china  77000'^ 
and  completely  cured  the  case.  I  used  to  give  great  quan- 
tities of  drugs  and  am  ashamed  of  it  now.  I  do  not  now 
make  a  practice  of  carrying  any  low  potencies  with  me. 

Dr.  Cummings  :  I  think  that  as  a  general  thing  high 
potencies  are  better  in  neuralgia.  I  remember  a  lady  that 
had  a  distinct  aggravation  of  pains  from  12  to  3.  Natrnm" 
mur  8000  cured  at  once  and  permanently.  Another  case 
was  relieved,  but  returned  again  and  the  remedy  then  had 
no  effect.  I  think  there  are  eases  that  are  so  firmly  rooted 
that  they  cannot  be  cured  at  once.  My  rule  in  chronic 
cases  is  to  begin  with  high  potencies  and  go  down,  if  I 
think  the  remedy  still  indicated,  and  it  at  first  has  had  no 
effect.  Bry.  has  been  more  of  an  epidemic  remedy  with 
me  lately  than  anything  else. 

Dr.  Valentine  :  We  have  heard  of  sixteen  cases  of 
neuralgia,  mainly  with  high  potencies  of  spigelian  but  we 
have  heard  nothing  of  the  hundreds  of  failures  that  doubt- 
less occuwed  with  the  sixteen  cures.  I  believe  the  remedy 
and  not  the  potency  cures.  .  The  essayist  mentions  a  ca^e  or 
two  treated  with  belladonna  ^^ ,  and  I  think  the  result  was 
as  satisfactory  as  in  the  others.  He  appears  to  have  stuck 
to  the  some  remedy  after  having  given  it  once  without 
eS«ci^  I  was  taught  to  change.  In  regard  to  the  high 
potencies,  men  in  Kansas  tell  me  that  they  send  down  here 
for  them  and  when  they  get  them  they  ai'e  bitter.  It  would 
interest  me  to  know  who  made  these  HOOO'**  and  potencies, 
and  like  Dr.  Dake,  I  would  like  to  know  what  becomes  of 
the  disembodied  spirits  of  alcohol  and  sugar  of  milk  after 
their  substance  becomes  possessed,  as  is  claimed,  by  some 
drug  spirit.  It  is  thought  by  some  that  disease  is  a  sort  of 
a  wave  movement  of  the  vital  forces  and  that  drugs  capable 
of  producing  waves  of  equal  heighth  cure  by  making  a  calm 
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of  this  movement.  I  never  alternate,  except  different 
potencies  of  the  same  drug.  The  cases  that  Dr.  DionysiuH 
sees  at  the  dispensary  are  all  chronic,  differing  in  that 
respect  from  those  we  see  in  private  practice. 

Dr.  MoKCfAN  :  So  far  as  the  potency  question  is  con 
cerned,  I  think  the  man  who  gets  into  either  rut,  crude 
medication  or  the  exclusive  use  of  imaginary  potencies,  falls 
short  of  his  highest  usefulness.  We  must  use  the  advantjiges 
of  attenuation,  but  not  at  the  sacrifice  of  other  means, 
which  are  sometimes  more  preferable.  Neither  high  nor  low 
potencies  will  cure  all  cases  of  neuralgia.  Many  cases 
depending  on  an  impoverished  state  of  the  system  can  only 
be  cured  by  repair  of  the  general  health,  and  many  more 
are  dependent  upon  local  irritation  that  must  be  removed 
before  a  cure  can  be  looked  for.  I  have  just  had  a  most 
annoying  case,  for  which  I  got  relief  by  getting  a  dentist  to 
dig  out  a  root  of  a  tooth  and  liberate  the  pus  at  the  end  of 
it.  Pain  in  the  back  of  the  neck  took  the  patient's  atten- 
tion from  the  tooth,  but  I  let  the  heck  and  about  300  other 
symptoms  go  and  went  for  the  tooth.  The  case  was  cured, 
and  I  have  no  fear  of  its  return. 

Dk.  Kekshaw  :  Belladonna  is  not  properly  a  neuralgic 
remedy.  In  the  cases  to  which  it  is  adapted  there  is  neuritis 
or  vascular  excitement  along  the  nerve  affected.  The  ca^es 
that  the  essayist  has  descsibed  were  doubth^ss  functional, 
not  due  to  structural  changes.  That  class  is  comparatively 
easy  to  cure,  and  I  think  the  higher  potencies  are  generally 
better.  1  do  not  know  and  I  do  not  care  how  the  high 
attenuations  are  made.  If  I  can  cure  cases  with  them  after 
having  failed  with  low  preparations,  1  am  satisfied,  and  I 
have  done  it  time  and  again.  The  patients  do  not  know 
which  you  are  giving,  and  the  imagination  has  no  more  to 
do  in  one  case  than  in  the  other.  There  has  been  a  *rrea^ 
deal  of  quarreling  over  this  potency  question  and  I   think 
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it  does  us  hami.  Antemic  patients  are  generally  more  sus- 
ceptible, I  think,  than  others.  Diseases  in  strong,  sthenic 
persons  probably  are  better  treated  by  low  attenuations. 
There  are  many  cases  like  that  of  Dr.  Morgan  dependent 
upon  removable  causes.  Of  course,  their  treatment  is 
plain,  but  the  must  be  looked  out  for,  so  that  we  shall  know 
when  we  have  one  of  them.  Again,  no  potency  will  make 
up  for  a  .vant  of  sufficient  food.  Neuralgia  is  often  a  nerve 
cry  for  food  and  it  must  be  supplied  with  the  other  hygienic 
measures  required.  Malarial  or  rheumatic  cases  may  be 
permanently  cured  by  drugs. 

W.  B.  Morgan,  Serreiary. 


THE  BOCK  ISLAND  SOCIETY  OF  HOMCEOPATHIC  PHYSICIANS 

AND  SITRGEONS. 


Dr.  Valentine^  JSt.  Louis^  Mo.  : 

Deau  Doctor. — As  you  seem  to  be  particularly  inter- 
ested in  the  medical  society  proceedings,  it  may,  perhaps, 
be  interesting  to  you  to  hear  what  we  are  doing  in  the  way 
of  maintaing  our  positions  as  homa3pathic  physicians  here. 
Our  regular  .quarterly  meeting  of  the  Rock  Island  Society 
of  Homcepathic  Piiyicians  and  Surgeons  was  held  on  the 
2()th  of  this  month  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Miller : 
Dr.  Kinyan  in  the  chair.  There  were  present :  Drs.  Baker, 
Shouse  and  Porter,  of  Davenport,  Iowa;  Drs.  Kinyan> 
Paul,  Reiter,  Dart  and  Pelham,  of  Rock  Island ;  Drs. 
Stewart,  Rowland  and  Miller,  of  Moline  ;  Dr.  C.  C.  Pillsbury, 
of  Atkinson ;  Dr.  Scott,  of  Andalusia ;  Dr.  Thoyer,  of 
Perne ;  and  Dr.  C.  B.  Pillsbury,  of  Oeneseo.  The  morning 
.session  was  devoted  to  society  business  ;  when  dinner  was 
served.  The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  professional  topics. 
Dr.  Dart  read  a  paper  on  '' Miscellaneous  Clinical  Subjects." 
Dr.  C  C  Pillsbury  read  a  report  on  *'  Pure  Water,"  which 
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evoked  considerable  diHcus^ion.  The  subject  of  compulsary 
vaccination  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Paul,  who  desired  to  get 
an  expression  of  the  society.  An  exceedingly  \lengthy 
debate  followed,  which  took  in  kindred  topics.  The  society 
decided  in  favor  of  compulsary  vaccination  by  a  two  thirds 
majority.  In  the  expressions  of  the  character  of  the  vac- 
cine matter  used,  nine  members  favored  non-humanized 
virus,  and  two  strongly  advocated  humanized  virus.  The 
next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Rock  Island  on  the  15th  of 
October.  Dr.  J.  H.  Miller,  of  Moline,  chairman  of  the 
bureau  of  gynecology,  will  read  a  paper  on  "  Diseases  of 
Women. '^  Dr.  Reiter,,  of  Rock  Island,  will  present  a  paper 
on  *'Antisej)tic  Surgery."  I  would  say  that  our  last  two 
sessions  have  been  marked  bv  an  increase  in  attendance, 
also  in  the  number  of  valuable  papers  presented.  Every 
member  is  a  worker,  and  is  trying  in  every  possible  way  to 
advance  the  interest?  of  the  homoeopathic  profession.  Very 
respectfully,  Jank  H.  Millkr,  M.  D. 

Moline,  111.,  July  24th,  1S82. 


PUXISHIN(}  DiSCIUMINATION    AoAIXST    MkDICAL    ScHOOLS. 

— Senator  Cameron,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  July  IMh,  intro- 
ducked  into  the  Senate  a  joint  resolution  making  it  a  misde- 
meanor, punishable  with  a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollars  and 
dismissal  from  office,  for  any  officer  of  the  United  States 
(xovernment  t(x  discriminate  in  favor  of  or  against  any  par- 
ticular schocl  of  medicine  in  the  a|)pointment  of  government 
surgeons.  It  is  scarcely  probable  that  such  a  resolution  can 
be  passed  at  the  present  session,  but  its  introduction  will 
pave  the  way  for  more  deliberate  and  effective  legislation  at 
some  future  time,  when  the  advanced  sentiment  of  the  med- 
ical profession  shall  be  able  to  express  itself  in  the  hearing 
of  Conjjress. 
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INFANTILE  ATROPHY.    . 


BY    W.    A.    8MITH,    M.    D.,    AVENONA',    ILLH. 


It  is  a  good  thing  that  »oiiie  of  us  cannot  euro  every 
case,  for  if  we  could  there  would  be  no  use  of  study  on  our 
parts,  and  every  fellow  would  have  to  learn  and  study  for 
himself. 

Infantile  atrophy  is  found  in  children  of  strumous 
diathesis  and  is  one  of  those  diseases  that  is  hard  to  combat 
after  once  getting  a  firm  foot-hold.  One  great  trouble,  I 
believe,  is  the  fact  of  not  diagnosing  it  until  it  is  almost  too 
late  for.  help  to  be  given  the  patient  themijeutically. 
Children  of  consumptive  parents,  as  a  rale,  do  not  show  the 
•tlisease,  but  those  who  have  uncles  or  aunts  suffering  from 
this  trouble,  or  whose  parents  have  scrofula,  are  the  victims 
of  this  dire  malady.  The  ears  of  babies  more  likely  to 
he  attacked  with  atrophy  are  the  same  as  adults  suffering 
from  consumption,  colorless,  and  the  veins  show  plainly  on 
their  hands.  They  are  always  good  feeders.  That  is,  they 
eat  a  great  deal,  but  nothing  that  is  real  strengthening.  In 
other  woixls,  thev  are  always  hunffry,  and  it  seems  the  more 
they  eat  the  more  they  want.  By-and-by  diarrhcca  sets  in, 
and  nothing  stops  it  until  you  are  ready  to  write  out  a  cer- 
tificate of  death,  just  the  very  thing  we  wish  to  avoid.  I 
have  had  experience  with  two  cases  the  last  summer,  and  if 
I  can  aid  a  young  practitioner  in  such  a  case  I  am  willing  to 
do  it. 

Case  1. — Harlan  W.  H.,  aged  five  months,  six  days; 
was  attacked  with  diarrhoea  in  June,  1S81,  and  was  treated 
by  an  old  school  physician  for  four  or  five  weeks,  with  no 
improvement.  Diagnosed  by  old  school  doctor  as  cholora 
infantum.     In  the  mean  time  his  twin  sickened  and   died  of 
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the  same  disease.  On  July  9th,  I  was  called  and  found  the 
case  as  follows:  Stools  yellowish,  watery,  excoriating; 
skin  cold,  abdomen  puffed  up  and  having  griping  pain,  and 
restless  at  night,  better  from  being  rocked  or  carried,  or 
from  nursing.  Did  not  give  the  family  any  hope  and  left. 
aco,  3^  and  cham.  fi*  in  alternation  every  other  time,  the 
bowels  moved.  Under  the  above  treatment  its  diarrhcea 
improved  some  and  it  was  not  so  restless,  but  the  improve- 
ment only  lasted  a  few  days.  We  tried  all  kinds  of  baby 
food  for  the  insatiable  appetite,  and  had  Dr.  Stewart  to  see 
the  case  with  me.  At  his  suggestion  I  tried  Baryta  Carb, 
^^ ,  and  afterwards  /odium.  The  latter  remedy  appeareil  to 
do  more  good  than  anything  else,  and  I  was  getting  hopeful 
that  we  would  save  the  baby,  but  at  the  end,  a  week  more, 
h  passed  into  the  unknown  world. 

It  made  me  blue,  and  I  lost  faith  in  myself  and  every- 
one else,  but  J  went  to  studying  with  the  hope  that  if  I  ever 
had  another  case,  I  could  do  something  for  it.  And  I  wa^« 
rewarded. 

Case  2. — Walter  J.  K.,aged  one  year  and  nine  months. 
Was  taken  with  crying  spells  and  hot  fever  in  fore  part  o^ 
night.  Had  not  been  well  for  two  or  three  months,  so  the 
mother  said,  and  had  been  doctoring  it  for  worms.  As  he 
had  such  an  appetite,  the  mother  was  certain  that  nothing 
but  worms  was  the  matter.  I  told  her  I  wished  it  was 
worms,  but  that  we  had  a  more  serious  trouble  to  treat,  and 
explained  to  her  the  disease.  A  happy  idea  struck  me  in 
regard  to  food,  and  I  allowed  the  child  one  egg  a  day 
besides  its  regular  meals  prepared  as  follows  :  Take  a  raw 
egg  and  beat  it  well,  add  as  much  new  milk  as  you  have 
vor^  and  weakened  with  half  jus  nuich  sweetened  water.  I 
had  them  give  that  every  time  the  child  wanted  anything  to 
eat.  As  far  Jis  the  therapeutics  are  concerne<l  I  am  indebted 
to  Dr.  Teste.     In  his  "Diseases  of  Children,"   2nd  edition. 
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page  292,  there  is  the  following :  * 'Whatever  be  the  age  of 
the  patient,  or  the  intensity  of  the  disease,  I  combat  it  with 
three  niedicineB:  SarsapoHf/cf,  Aloe  (i^  ^  and  in  the  last 
place,  Colvhicum  \2^ . 

He  gives  them  in  rotation  every  week.  Three  doses  a 
<lay  of  one  the  first  week,  and  so  on  going  the  rounds. 

It  may  not  be  hunting  for  the  totality  of  the  symptoms, 
but  my  little  patient  treated  in  this  way  got  well,  while  the 
other  one,  treated  to  the  totality  of  the  symptoms  as  best 
that  I  could  find  them  out,  has  a  tombstone  to  niark  my 
scientific  cure  (  ?). 


NECROSIS  OF  THE  VLAVK^LE. 


Jackson  M.,  aged  13,  in  June,  1H8(),  received  a  severe 
bruise  on  the  middle  third  of  right  clavicle,  resulting  in  an 
abcess  which  was  lanced  an<l  treated  by  an  eclectic  physician, 
and  discharged  as  incurable.  The  wound  continued  to  dis- 
charge large  quatities  of  pus  until  April  18th,  1H81,  when 
the  lad  was  brought  to  me  for  treatment.  Diagonosed  as 
above  and  recommended  an  operation,  this,  however,  was 
decline*!  \\\\i\\  prescribed  Sulph,  40'". 

April  20. — Discharge  greatly  increased.  SiL  2(MH*' , 
witji  merr.  vor,  1  drachm  to  15  ounces  of  water,  injected 
twice  dailv. 

May  r>. — Another  abscess  formed,  which  was  injected 
with  nierv.  cor.  lotion.  This  treatment  was  continued  for 
three  months,  when  the  accompanying  i)iece  of  bone  was 
discharged,  the  opening  healed,  and  but  very  little  deformity 
remains.  Examined  the  bov  vesterday  and  found  the  miss- 
ing  bone  replaced  by  a  cartilage  and  the  right  arm  equal 
in  strength   with  the  left.  K.  O.  Olmstkd,   M.  I). 

Plvifiouth,  III.,  Julv  2"),  1S82. 
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THE  AMEHICAN  PUBLIC  HEALTH  A8H0CIAT10N. 


The  tenth  annual  session  of  this  national  benevolent 
body  will  be  held  in  this  eity,  eomnieneing  Oetoper  17,  and 
continuing  tour  days.  The  membership  numbers  over  800 
distinguished  men  from  every  profession.  Any  one  who  is 
deeply  interested  in  sanitary  science  may  become  a  member, 
providing  he  can  be  recommended  by  the  executive  commit- 
tee. The  association  has  done  a  great  work  already  in  this 
country  in  limiting  the  spread  of  the  yellew  fever,  smallpox, 
diseases  among  cattle  and  hogs,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever, 
typhoid  fever  and  other  fermentative  diseases.  Much  is 
expected  to  be  accomplished  by  this  meeting.  The  national 
and  all  state  and  many  city  boards  of  health  will  be  repre- 
sented here.  All  towns  and  cities  in  this  and  other  states 
are  requested  to  be  rej)resented  at  this  meeting,  either  by 
mayors  or  boards  of  health. 

On  the  ^oth  of  July  the  mayor  of  Indiana])olis  appoin- 
ted a  local  committee  of  arrangements  for  this  meetino^, 
having  been  authorized  by  the  common  council.  The  chair- 
man of  this  committee.  Dr.  Moses  T.  Runnels,  called  a  meet- 
ing of  the  committee  at  his  office  on  the  r)th  inst.  The  fol- 
lowing persons  were  present:  (iov.  A.  Porter,  Mayor  I).W. 
(Irubbs,  Rev.  ().  (\  McC\illough,  Prof.  J.  M.  Bloss,  V.  T. 
Malott,  Esq.,  J.  J.  Turner,  E-^q.,  l)rs.  M.  T.  Runnels,  J.  (\ 
Walker,  E.  S.  Elder,  Geo.  Hasty,  T.  M.  Stevens  and  ().  S. 
Runnels.  The  following  railroad  men  were  out  of  the  cit>' 
and  ccmld  not  attend  the  meeting:  Jos.  W.  Sherwood,  Es(|., 
V'  E.  Henderson,  Es(j.,  V,  V  (iale,  Es(|.,  and  Maj  Robert 
Emmett. 

Mr.  Emmett  sent  word  that  h(»  could  be  called  upon  to 
assist  in  the  work  of  obtaining  passes  for  the  members.  Dr. 
Vj,  S.  Filder  was  elected  secretHrv.     The  objects  of  the  meet- 
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ing  were  explained  by   Or.   M.   T.    Kunix^^l^  and  (Jovernor 
Poi"ter. 

The  following  sub-coniinittees  were  api)ointed  : 

Committee  on  Transportation — C.  C.  (Jale,  ehiinnan; 
(rovernor  A.  Ci.  Porter,  V.  T.  Malcott,  CE.  He  i  lerson, 
J.  W.  Sherwood,  Robert  E.  Enmiett,  J.  J.  Tiirnoii.  • 

(^ommittee  on  Finanee — K  B.  Martinbafe.  cj  ih-man  ; 
A.  D.  Lvneh,  treasurer ;  Charle^^  Mayer,  N.  S.  Brvn  ]i,  Prof. 
AV.  A.  Bell. 

Committee  on  Reception  and  Entertainment — M  Wes  T. 
Runnelt?,  M.  D.;  ehairmaTi ;  Mayor  I).  W^'Cimbbs;  RoV.  (). 
C.  McCullough,  Prof.  J.  M.  Bloss,  Rev.  (i.  L.  (^urtis.  Rev. 
E.  A.  Bradlev,  (ieo.  Hasty,  M.  I).,  J.  C.  Walker,  M.  D., 
,F.  A.  Suti-liffe,  M.  I).,  \V.  Walling,  M'.  1)  ,  O.^S.  Runnels, 
M.  I)  ,  Thad.  M.  Stevens,  M.  0  ,  E.  S.  Elder,  M  1). 

Each  committee  was  authorized  to  do  its  own  ])rintiug,, 
and  all  bills  shall  be  i)aid  by  the  Finamn*  Committee,  by 
or<ler  of  tlie  eliairman  and  secretary  of  the  local  Committee 
of  arrangements.  Each  sub-committee  shall  re})ort  to  the 
(ieneral  Committee  at  a  meeting  of  this  committee,  to  be 
called  at  anv  time  bv  the  chairman.  Dr.  Runnels. 

The  Committee  at  Large  for  the  State  will  be  expected 
to  do  outside  woriv,  and  act  as  an  advisory  committee. 

If  all  the  railroads  21  ve  free  passes  to  the  members  over 
their  respective  lines,  as  was  done  at  Nashville,  New  Orleans 
and  Savannah,  we  shall  undoubtedly  have  a  most  successful 
meeting,  and  great  good  will  be  accomplished. 


Boston  University  School  of  Medicine,  at  its  annual 
commencement,  held  June  7th,  conferred  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  upon  twenty-nine,  and  the  degree  of 
Bat^helor  of  Surgery  upon  five  candidates.  Of  the  formei* 
class,  fourteen  were  ladies. 
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Address  of  the  President  of  the  American  Insiitute  of  Uomceopa- 
thy,  Wm.  L.  Bray f ogle,  M.  D.,  delivered  at  Indianapolis.  It  is  a  very 
Bcliolarly  and  practical  address,  and  well  worthy  the  motion  to  print 
500  extra  copies  for  genera]  distribution  outside  of  the  members  of  the 
Institute. 

Report  of  the  fortieth  year  of  the  Missouri  UniveiHty,  1881-1882. 
Founded  In  1820. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  of  Luyties  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy  Co., 
306  N.  Fifth  street.  8t.  Louis.  This  catalogue  inaugurates  the  new  Arm. 
Mr.  Luyties  has  associated  with  him  now  in  hi«>  business  McAsrs.  John  N. 
Zwarts  and  C  H.  Eyermann,  who  have  long  stood  behind  the  oouniers, 
and  are  well  and  favorably  known  to  his  ctistomeriii.  Kstablished  in  1858. 
this  house  is  old  and  solid.  It  hns  a  branch  house  at  128  West  Ninth  St.* 
Kansas  City,  which  will  extend  its  trade  in  the  region  of  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska. This  house  keeps  every  thing  a  doctor  needs,  wht^ther  in  medical 
or  surgical  supplies  or  hooks.     May  the  new  firm  prosper. 

Diet  of  Infants  and  Young  Children.  By  Jno.  C.  Morgan. 
M.D.    Philadelphia.    Second  edition.     Price,  25  cents.    50  pp. 

We  are  glad  to  see  such  a  good  and  proper  man  writing  about  feed- 
ing the  little  ones.  An  all-important  subject  and  commands  our  best 
talent.     Dr.  Morgan  writes  well  here  as  in  everything  he  touches. 

A  Hand  Book  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  their  HomiBopathic 
Treatment.  By  \^  .  P.  Armstrong,  M.  D.  Formerly  lecturer  on  diseases 
of  the  heart;  Member  of  American  Institute,- and  Secretary  American 
Pedg.  Society.  Chicago:  Duncan  Bros.,  1882,  272  pp.  duodecimo.  To 
be  reviewed  at  another  time. 

Doctor,  What  Shall  I  EAX'r  A  hand  book  of  diet  in  disease,  fi^ 
the  profession  and  the  people.  By  Charles  Gatchell.  M.  D.  Second 
edition.    Chicago:     Duncan  Bros.     1882. 

We  are  glad  to  see  a  second  edition  of  this  book  in  demand.  It  is 
very  good.  It  tells  the  aids  required  in  different  diseases.  Such  as 
fevers,  dyspepsia  constipntlon,  consumption,  diabetes,  cholera  Infantum, 
diet  for  travelers,  in  sea  sickness,  for  the  corpulent,  in  scrofula,  rickets* 
in  rheumatism,  asthama,  heart  disease,  diarrhcea  and  dysentery,  cholera 
and  diphtheria  and  for  convalescents.     We  recommend  it  cheerfully. 
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The  Minkbtonka  Disaster.— Mr.  Frank  Sloan,  who  rt'turned 
yesterday  from  Lake  Minnetonka,  reports  further  details  of  the  narrow 
escape  from  drowning  of  a  party  of  St.  T^ouisans  on  the  lake,  occasioned 
by  a  sudden  tempest.  On  Tuesday  evening  last,  about  five  o'clock,  a 
party  consisting  of  Dr.  S.  B.  Parsons  and  three  other  gentlemen  from 
St.  Louis  started  out  on  the  lake  in  a  sail-boat,  and  the  boat  bad  not  got- 
ten out  of  sight  of  the  hotel  when  a  sudden  squall  sprang  up  and  up?et 
the  boat.  The  occupants  of  th?.  boat  were  seen  struggling  in  the  water 
by  their  friends  on  the  piazza  of  the  hotel  and  the  greatest  alarm  pre- 
vailed for  their  safety,  especially  among  the  ladies,  who  commenced 
!*creaming.  The  gale  increased  to  a  regular  tempest,  and  an  attempt  at 
rescue  seemed  hopeless,^  and  it  was  evident  that  the  only  chance  for 
safety  was  to  cling  to  the  boat  until  succor  arrived.  Two  young  men 
started  out  in  a  skiff,  l)ut  before  they  got  far  from  shore  their  boat  upset 
and  they  saved  themselves  by  swimming  to  shore.  Two  other  yount; 
men  went  out  In  a  skiff,  and  after  tossing  on  the  angry  waves  they  strc- 
ceeded  in  reaching  the  sail-boat  and  rescuing  the  drowning  men,  and 
brought  them  safely  to  the  beach.  Dr.  Parsons  and  his  companions 
were  unconscious  but  after  rolling  them  about  and  maklug  use  of  the 
nanal  rostorativesin  reach  for  the  resrorarlon  of  persons  in  their  condition, 
they  were  restored  to  their  normal  <'ondlr1on.  The  weather  had  been 
warm  and  snltiy  and  the  storm  was  the  most  severe  that  had  occurred 
there  for  years  and  several  boats  were  wrecked.  A  purse  of  «100  was 
raised  for  the  young  men  who  rescued  the  party  and  they  wei-e  «Hmducted 
into  the  parlors  of  the  hotel,  where  a  presentation  speech  wan  made  and 
the  rescuers  praised  for  the  courage  :ind  skill  which  they  displayed  in 
saving  the  party  from  certain  death.  There  whs  to  have  been  a  hop  the 
same  evening  at  the  hotel,  but  it  was  postponed  in  consequence  of  the 
accident. 

How  TO  Demonstrate  Tubkkolk  Bacilli  in' the  Spittum  of 
Phthisic AL'PATIENTS.—Baumgarren  recommends  thefollowinir  method 
as  more  conveient  than  that  eroploved  by  Koch,  and  a^  eq*ially  effica- 
cious. A  portion  of  the  sputum  Is  dried  on  a  cover-gla<<s,  and  then 
treated  with  potash — one  or  two  drop*  of  a  thirty-three  per  cent,  solu- 
tion of  caustic  potash  added  to  a  watch -glns^  of  distilled  water.  The 
tubercle  bacilli  can  then  be  readily  seen  with  a  magnifying  power  of  four 
or  five  hundred  diameters,  and  a  little  oressure  renders  them  still  more 
distinct  from  the  enclosing  detritus  of  tissue,     [n  order  to  preclude  the 
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possibilit}'^  of  confounding  the  bacilli  of  tubercle  with  those  of  other 
species,  the  cover-glass  may  be  raised  and  placed  aside  until  the  layer 
of  Huid  on  its  under  surface  is  dry.  and  then  passed  two  or  three  times 
through  a  gas  flame,  and  then  on  ii  may  be  placed  a  drop  of  an  ordinary 
watery  solution  of  aniline  violet  or  any  other  nu<;leu8  uniting  preparation 
of  aniline.  All  the  putrefaction  bacilli  appear  under  the  microscope  a« 
an  intense  blue  or  brown  (according  to  the  testing  agent  and  irs  strength) 
while  the  tnbercle  bacilli  remain  absolutely  eolorle^s,  and  can  be  seen 
with  the  same  ditstinctness  as  in  the  ordinary  potash  preparation.  'Pbe 
whole  process  dose  not  occupy  more  than  ten  minutes. 

Phimosis  producing  reflex  irritation,  and  incoordination  of  muscu- 
lar movements,  also  interfering  with  mental  developmenr. — Dr.  T.  G. 
Comstock.  of  this  city,  has  been  carefully  investigating  the  ailment^  of 
children  caused  by  pliimosis.  It  is  his  practice  to  circumcise  children 
who  are  affected  with  chorea,  nervous  derangements,  sleeplessness,  spas- 
modic neuralgia,  recurring  convulsion*,  epileptic  symptoms,  Pt(\  He 
asserts  that  children  with  phimosis,  when  they  have  the  diseases  of 
childhood,  such  as  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diptheria.  whooping  C(Migh  and 
chorea,  are  not  so  apt  to  recover  as  when  the  glans  penis  is  free  from 
adhesions  of  th'^  prepner.  He  says  Henoch,  in  his  recent  work,  con- 
flrms  this  opinion.  Dr.  Comstock  says  he  has  found  children  ^ith  phi- 
mosis apt  to  bf  aflVrted  with  hernia,  and  sometimes  enlargement  of  one 
testicle.  He  has  sent  a  communication  regarding  GulteauN  peculiar 
pschological  dertin^enient.  which  appeared  in  our  July  number  and  to 
which  we  call  the  attention  and  criticism  of  our  professional  readers. 
Dr.  Sanders,  of  Oregon  reports  in  U.  S.  Investigator^  February  1,  1882. 
that  circumcision  on  a  man  of  60  cured  a  case  of  amaurosis  of  25  years, 
standing,  and  buzzing  In  the  ears  tor  40  years,  attended  with  great 
nervousness,  lie  was  treating  the  man  for  gonorrhoea,  and  thus  ascer- 
tained that  he  had  congenital  phimosis. 

HoMCEOPATHic  Department  University  of  Michigan,  Graduating 
Class  June  29,  1882.— At  the  recent  Commencement  Exercises  of  the 
Univeislty,  the  following  named  mcnbers  of , the  class  were  graduated: 

A.  \j.  Ambrose,  I^nke  Ridge,  Mich.;  Cha«?.  H.  Brucker,  South  Lyon, 
Mich.;  H.  L.  Clark,  Avlmer,  Ont.;  Evelyn  A.  Churchill,  LaPorte,  Ind.; 
Alberts.  D»dan,  Guilford,  Xfvv  York;  Wm.  H.  Davis,  Aylmer,  Ont.; 
Benedict  Einarsoii,  Icf>land;  Otive  L.  Eddy,  Mexico,  X.  Y. ;  Walter  I. 
Howard.  Detroit.  Mich.;  John  Hunter,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  Wm.  E. 
Jones.  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  Thos.  H.  Turner,  Quincy,  HI.;  Wm.  V. 
Vananda.  Rrookfleld.  Mich.;  Jas.  W  Vidal,  Randolph.  N.  Y. ;  Jane  A. 
Walker.  Salem.  Mich.;  Chas  G.  Wilson,  Sturgis,  Mich. 
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Dr.  A.  J.  Sawyer,  of  Monroe,  Mieh.«  has  ^Iven  to  the  HomoBopathio 
Department  of  the  Michigan  University  his  valuable  pathological  collec- 
tion. These  specimens  have  been  gathered  out  of  the  doctor*s  surgical 
practice  of  many  years,  and  have  been  mounted  and  preserved  in  the 
best  possible  style  i*egardless  of  expt'nst^.  They  will  all  be  known  ms 
the  ''Sawyer  Collection/*  and  are  considered  by  the  College  a  great 
prize,    ouch  a  rare  gift  is  worthy  of  record. 

Peack  IN  EGYPT.—The  latest  from  St.  Lonij*:  Peace  on  earth  and 
good  will  among  the  M.  Ds.  They  have  buried  the  hatchet  and  united 
in  one  college.  The  faculty  is  a  good  one  and  ought  to  draw  a  large 
class.  —  U,  S,  Investigator. 

St  Louis,  August  1st,  1882: 
To  My  Friknds  And  Patrons:  • 

I  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  I  have  removed  my  office  and 
residence  to  the  south-west  corner  of  Thlrty-flfth  and    Laclede   Avenue 
one  square  south  of  Chestnut,  aad  two  squt^res  north  of  Market  Street, 
take  Olive  or  Market  Street  cars.     Office  Hours,  8  to  10  a.  m  :  2  to  4 
p.  m:  7  to 8  Night. 

Respectfully, 

J.  Mautink  Kkrsiiaw. 

Kansas  City,  July  27, 18ft2. 
Philo  G.  Valentine,  M.  D.. 

I  congratulate  you  upon  the  union  of  the  teaching  forces  of  your  city 
and  trust  that  the  step  may  be  attended  bv  the  most  gratifying  re-*ults. 

Yours  truly,  Wm.  D.  Foster. 

Chicaoo,  .lunc  1.  1882. 
Philo  G.  Valentine,  M.  D.. 

Dear  Doctor— The  May  number  of  your  Review  came  to  us  this 
morning.  We  wish  to  return  thanks  for  yr»ur  favorable  notice  of  Dr. 
Franklin's  and  Dr.  Potter's  books. 

We  have  several  works  in  press,  to  appear  early  in  the  fall,  viz. : 

The  Science  and  Art  of  Obstetrics.  By  Sheldon  Leavitt.  M.  D.  Prof, 
of  Obstetrics  in  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  and  Hospital  of  Chi- 
cago.   600  or  700  pp.    8vo.    Copiously  illustrated. 

Thirty  Lectures  on  Fevers.  By  J.  R.  Kippax,  M.  D.,  of  tlie  Chicago 
Homoeopathic  College.     500  pp.     Svo. 

Compendium  of  Venereal  Diseases.     By  Prof.  Franklin.    125  pp. 

The  Practitioner's  Guide  to  Urinalysis.  By  Prof.  Clifford  Mitchell. 
12mo.    250  pp. 
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The  American  Homoeopathic  Dispensatory.    A^nt  500  pp. 

A  Monograph  on  Mammary  Tumors.  By  Prof.  Franklin.  100  pp. 
12mo 

A  Treatise  on  Antiseptic  Medication;  Declnt^s  Method.  By  N.  F. 
Ooolce,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.    12mo.    250  pp. 

Diet  in  Disease.     By  Oh^s.  Qatchell,  M.  D.    250  pp.    \,2mo. 

How  to  Feed  tlie  Bahy.  By  Prof.  Tooker,  Professor  of  Diseases  of 
Children,  in  the  Chicago  Homoeopathic  College. 

You  will  see  by  the  above  works  that  we  shall  Itave  no  leisure  for 
flshtng  or  other  sports  this  present  season. 

Prof.  T/eavitt*s  work  will  be  of  the  very  &e<tever  issued  by  uny  school. 
No  money  will  be  spared  in  the  illustrations,  or  in  getting  up  the  book* 

Tiumking  you  again.  Doctor,  we  remain, 

Vount  truly.  Gross  (k  Drlbrit>ok. 

Olathe,  KaSm  •luly  ^1,  1882. 
Philo  O.  Valemtimk,  M.  D.. 

My  Dear  Doctor.— -My  heart  Is  too  full  for  utterance.''  Yonr 
24th  annual  announcement  came  to-day,  and  imagine  my  surprise  when 
I  read  it  was  the  old  **HomoBopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri.-'  i 
need  not  say  that  I  was  delighted,  I  was  pleased  beyond  measure  when  f 
read  that  a  union  of  the  two  colleges  had  actually  taken  place,  and 
henceforth  it  would  be  known  as  my  old  alma  mater.  The  Hoinoaopathic 
Medical  College  of  Missouri. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you,  one  and  all,  on  the  very  wise  course 
vou  have  taken. 

With  the  combined  talent  of  the  two  faculties,  you  are  second  to 
none  in  the  country,  and  will  be  doubly  sure  of  the  success  which  yon  so 
richly  merit.     1  say  amen,  and  bid  you  God  speed. 

Ever  Fraternal Iv  Yours. 

Jno.  H.  Moselbt. 

Brownsville,  Tex..  August  18. 1882. 
Thirty-eight  rfew  cases  and  one  death  from  yellow  fever  to-day. 
The  fever  is  increasing  among  the  Americans.    The  disease  seems  to 
be  on  the  iniTease  in  Matauioras.  though  the  death  rate  is  more  favor- 
able.   Only  three  deaths  there  to-day. 


Yellow-fever  continues  its  ravages  at  Brownsville.    Material  is  ex* 
hansted  at  Matamoras. 

We  will  give  the  Chicago  College  the^whole  page  the  next  time,  the 
present  go  was  atraceident  of  our  devil. 
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THE  ALTERNATION  OF  MEDICINES. 


BT  DR8.  MARTINY  AND  BERNARD. 


[Translated  from  the  Rev   Hom.  Bblob,  by  R.  D.  Valbntine,  M.D., 

CantoD,  111.] 


Lesion  of  the  Mitral  Orifice  of  Herpetic  Origin. — ^In  the 
month  of  December,  1874,  M.  le  Baron  de  X.,  aged  57 
years,  came  to  consult  me  for  palpitations  of  tlie  heart, 
which  had  tormented  him  for  a  long  time.  He  had  exam- 
ined his  own  pulse  at  several  attacks,  and  had  discovered 
frequent  intermissions.  About  2  o'clock  every  morning, 
he  had  been  awakened  by  palpitations  with  headache,  and 
could  not  sleep  again  until  5  or  6  o'clock. 

Formeily  he  had  been  attacked  with  obstinate  tetter  of 
the  scalp,  which  had  been  treated  by  Rob  Boyvean-Laffec- 
teur,  and  by  alkaline  baths ;  and  at  the  commencement  of 
October  he  had  had  a  sort  of  attack  of  gout  in  the  feet. 

The  precordial  dullness  is  about  normal ;  the  apex  of  the 
heart  beats  without  the  line  of  the  nipples,  but  the  cardiac 
impulse  is  strong,  a  bniit  de  souffle^  rough,  systolic,  audible, 
particularly  near  the  apex ;  frequent  intermissions.  The 
patient  complains  of  dyspnoea  in  ascending  the  slightest 
elevations  ;  no  precordial  pain  ;  pulse  rather  small. 


242  Tlie  St,  Louis  Clinical  Review, 

The  treatment  consists  in  the  use  of  Aeon,  6  **  and  AaMu, 
30'^^  One  drop  of  Aeon,  in  three  spoonfuls  of  water;  one 
spoonful  in  the  morning,  the  second  towards  noon,  and  the 
third  in  the  evening.  The  next  day,  a  drop  of  Arse7i,  SO*'* 
the  same  way,  and  so  on,  alternating  the  two  remedies  from 
day  to  day. 

In  February,  1875,  the  improvement  was  already  quite 
perceptible,  but  until  April  there  was  a  period  of  cessation. 
1  then  gave  Aeon,  3^^*  and  Arsen.  &^^,  Improvement  again, 
which  continued  till  the  middle  of  June.  The  patient  was 
much  better;  he  considered  himself  cured.  The  intermis- 
sions were  very  rare,  but  the  bellows  sound,  although  much 
softer,  persisted  ;  the  cardiac  impulse  was  still  rather  strong. 
Some  gastro-hepatic  phenomena  having  supervened,  I  re- 
placed Arsen.  by  Lyeop,  30^^ ;  a  treatment  w^hich  the 
patient  followed  till  towards  the  end  of  August.  Then, 
feeling  very  well,  he  discontinued  his  visits  until  February, 
1876.  He  then  called  upon  me  quite  alarmed,  saying, 
*'The  tetter  on  my  head  has  come  again."  There  was, 
indeed,  an  eczematous  scab  on  the  top  of  the  head,  but 
with  the  heart  no  abnormal  symptoms ;  the  beats,  however, 
seemed  to  m^  still  too  strong.  The  prescription  was  : 
Aeon,  6'**  the  first  day,  Lyeop,  30'**  the  second  day,  and  so 
on.  By  the  month  of  April,  the  eczema  had  much  dimin- 
ished, and  distressed  the  patient  very  little,  and  he  discon- 
tinued all  treatment.  I  saw  him  again,  a  few  days  ago,  and 
there  still  remained  traces  of  the  eczematous  scab,  which 
itches  from  time  to  time ;  but  of  the  heart  affection  there 
remain  no  traces. 

Chronic  Endo-pericarditis, — Mile.  X.,  aged  12  years, 
had  been  attacked,  at  the  age  of  9,  by  an  acute  articular 
rheumatism,  which  had  confined  her  in  bed  for  more  than 
six  weeks.     In  the  course  of  this  disease,  there  had  been 
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applied  leeches  and  a  blister  over  the  precordial  region. 
Although  restored  from  her  rheumatism,  she  was  suffering 
from  very  violent  palpitations  of  the  heart,  particularly 
when  she  walked  rapidly  or  when  she  ascended  the  stairs. 
She  had  been  treated  for  these  palpitations  by  allopathic 
physicians,  who  had  obtained  only  slight  results,  and  who 
had  finished  by  telling  her  mother  that  it  was  useless  to 
continue  treatment.  Her  daughter,  said  they,  had  an  affec- 
tion of  the  heart,  the  effect  of  her  rheumatism ;  but,  little 
by  little,  this  lesion  would  diminish,  and  there  would  be 
established  a  sort  of  compensation.  They  had  recom- 
mended that  the  patient  avoid  all  rather  rapid  movements, 
and  she  should  be  restrained  a^i  much  as  possible  from  all 
emotions. 

All  treatment  had  then  been  discontinued  for  more  than 
a  year,  and  the  palpitations,  instead  of  diminishing,  had 
augmented,  as  well  as  the  difficulty  of  breathing.  It  was 
then  that  the  mother  brought  me  her  child,  the  21st  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1878.  The  cardiac  impulse  was  very  strong;  the 
stethoscope  was  lifted  strongly  at  each  pulsation,  with  a 
certain  degree  of  purring.  At  first  it  was  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish the  abnormal  sounds,  because  there  were,  at  the 
same  time,  bellows  sounds,  and  those  of  pericardiac  fric- 
tion ;  an  intense  blowing,  whose  maximum  intensity  was 
found  near  the  apex,  covered  the  whole  systole.  The  sec- 
ond sound  was  nearly  normal ;  the  clatterings,  however,  a 
little  dull ;  the  pericardiac  friction  sounds  resembled  rather 
a  sort  of  rasping.  I  diagnosticated  an  endo-pericarditis 
with  the  pnncipal  lesion  situated  in  the  mitral  valve. 

Prescription :  The  first  day.  Kali  IlydHocd  S'"**.  One 
drop  in  three  spoonfuls  of  water ;  one  spoonful  in  the 
morning,  one  at  noon,  and  one  at  night.  The  second  day. 
Kali  Bichr.  6*^,  one  drop  in  the  same  manner ;  the  third 
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day,  Spigelia  3^  one  drop,  and  so  on,  alternating  the  three 
remedies.  At  the  end  of  a  month,  there  was  some  im- 
provement. The  treatment  was  thus  continued  till  October, 
the  patient  coustantly  improving.  Then  occurred  a  halt, 
for  which  Puis.  6'**,  given  the  fourth  day  in  rotation  with 
the  three  other  remedies,  was  the  proper  thing.  The  im- 
provement then  made  considerable  progress,  and  in  the 
month  of  May  I  stopped  all  treatment.  The  friction  sound 
had  totally  disappeared,  and  the  systolic  bruit  de  souffle  was 
scarcely  audible.  I  have  lately  seen  the  patient.  The  first 
sound  remains  a  little  dull  and  slightly  blowing ;  no  dysp- 
noea nor  palpitations. 

Palpitations. — M.  X.,  whom  I  had  treated  several  times, 
and  who  had  been  much  surprised  at  the  result  obtained 
from  our  infinitesimal  doses,  recommended  me  to  one  of 
his  farmers,  who,  it  was  said  in  his  own  village,  was  slowly 
dying.  He  came  to  me  the  7th  of  May,  1879.  His  age  is 
55  years,  good  constitution,  and  had  never  been  sick  be- 
fore, when,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1878,  he  expe- 
rienced an  extremely  violent  emotion.  One  of  his  children 
had  suddenly  in  his  presence  an  attack  of  epilepsy.  He 
thought  the  child  was  dying,  and  from  that  moment  his 
health  troubled  him  continually.  His  digestion  had  been 
difficult,  but  gradually,  however,  his  appetite  had  returned. 
The  stools  were  regular,  but  that  which  persisted,  and  ap- 
peared even  to  increase,  was  the  insomnia,  the  agitation, 
and  the  palpitation  of  the  heart.  There  was  even  vertigo, 
the  apex  of  the  heart  above  the  nipple,  and  formications, 
accompanied  with  a  burning  heat  in  the  ends  of  the  fingers 
of  the  left  hand  ;  the  pulse  was  strong  and  accelerated  ;  on 
auscultation  and  percussion  of  the  heart,  nothing  abnormal, 
except  tumultuous  and  energetic  beatings,  which  violently 
elevated  the  stethoscope.     The  first  sound  was  dull.     If  I 
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had  been  consulted  by  this  patient  only  a  short  time  after 
the  accident,  I  should  probably  have  confined  myself  to 
hygienic  recommendations,  persuaded  that  this  cardiac 
trouble,  due  to  a  strong  emotion,  would  not  have  bad  conse- 
quences. But  during  five  months  the  symptoms,  instead  of 
improving,  gained,  on  the  contrary,  in  intensity  ;  very  little 
sleep,  appetite  nearly  absent.  The  wasting  away  was  such 
that  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  patient  believed  him 
doomed. 

Treatment:  Aeon.  0^*'  four  days;  then  BelL  6  »'  (because 
the  affection  had  arisen  in  consequence  of  a  very  lively 
moral  impression,  with  great  fright)  during  four  days  ;  and, 
la'-tly.  Cactus  6'*»  (on  account  of  a  constricting  pain  on  a 
level  with  the  nipple  and  radiating  a  little  towards  the 
shoulder)  during  four  days.  This  treatment  brought  quite 
rapidly  some  relief.  I  continued  thus.  The  improvement 
went  on  progressing,  and  in  the  month  of  August  the 
patient  was  completely  and  radically  cured. 

Granular  Angina  Deafness^  BroncJiorrhcea^  and  Palpita- 
tions.— M.  X.  came  to  consult  one  of  us  (Dr.  Bernard)  the 
8th  of  August,  1879.  He  is  rather  plethoric,  although  vigor- 
ous ;  of  a  bilio-sanguine  temperament ;  complexion  yellow, 
slightly  wax  colored ;  hair  dark  chestnut.  He  was  taken 
eighteen  months  ago  with  a  bronchorrhcea,  with  muco- 
purulent secretion.  There  was  some  sibilance  in  the  night, 
which  was  perceptible  to  the  patient. 

Stethoscopic  examination  discovered  a  pulmonary  emphy- 
sema somewhat  extended ;  cardiac  impulse  was  feeble ; 
sounds  of  the  heart  irregular  and  jerky — without  bellows 
sound,  properly  speaking ;  pulse  feeble,  soft,  slow ;  palpi- 
tations frequent.  To  a  granular  angina  already  old  had 
been  added,  a  fortnight  ago,  a  deafness,  which  particularly 
urged   the  patient  to   consult  me.     This   deafness,   more 
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marked  on  the  left  side,  is  accompanied  by  continual  hum- 
ming.    Sleep  lethargic ;  scabs  in  the  nasal  cavities. 

Prescription:  First  and  third  days,  Sulph.  6'**;  second 
and  fourth  days,  Calcarea  6^*^,  with  one  day  of  inter\'al. 

The  25th  of  August,  was  noticed  a  slight  amelioration  of 
the  deafness  ;  the  bronchial  secretion  was  also  diminished : 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  nasal  secretion  had  increased, 
and  there  is  herpes  labialis.  The  prescription  was  :  First  and 
third  days,  Merc.  SoLj  two  drops  ;  second  and  fourth  days, 
jSej)ia  12^*%  two  drops,  and  a  day  intervening. 

The  11th  of  September,  the  deafness  and  bronchial  affec- 
tion have  very  notably  diminished.  First  and  third  days, 
Merc.  Sol.  6^^^ ;  second  and  fourth  days.  Kali.  Bich.  3"^ ; 
two  days  of  interval. 

The  13th  of  October,  great  improvement  in  all  respects ; 
there  remains  little  besides  slight  insomnia  and  sometimes 
palpitations.  First  and  third  days,  Lycop.  ^ly, ;  second 
and  fourth  days,  Ari.  3''',  Trit.  15  centegrammes,  with 
four  days  of  interval. 

On  November  13th,  the  improvement  has  made  progress. 
The  pei*sistence  of  a  little  dyspepsia,  with  palpitations, 
prompts  me  to  prescribe  :  First  and  third  days,  China  %^^  ; 
sec9nd  and  fourth  days,  Lachesis  (5^**,  with  four  days  of 
interval. 

The  12th  of  February  following,  the  patient  came  to  ex- 
press to  his  physician  his  gratitude  for  his  cure.  The  physi- 
cian prescribed  for  him,  however,  by  way  of  precaution: 
First  and  third  days,  China  6"^ ;  second  and  fourth  days, 
Lachesis  6'*^ ;  eight  days  interval. 

April  27th,  unusual  emotions  had  brought  on  again  some 

palpitations  and  a  little  nervousness,  sometimes  epistaxis. 

Prescribed:  First  and  third  days,  Nux.  Vom.  6^^  ;  second 
and  fourth  days,  Sulph.  6'^  ;  eight  days  intervening.  Com- 
plete cure. 
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Hysteria. — Mme.  X.,  aged  29  years,  came  to  consult  one 
of  us  (Dr.  Bernard)  October  22d,  1879.  Having  been  a 
mother,  six  years  previously,  of  a  child,  which  she  had 
suckled,  she  was,  at  the  end  of  a  year,  attacked  with  gen- 
eral nervous  trembling,  with  agitation,  excessive  impressi- 
bility, inexpressible  sadness,  globus  hystericuSy  paroxysms 
of  pain  which  radiate  from  the  spine  to  the  inferior  and 
superior  extremities,  sometimes  even  to  the  head.  The 
patient,  who  is  of  a  lymphatico-nervous  temperament, 
endured,  however,  for  five  years  this  valetudinary  condi- 
tion, when  the  death  of  her  child,  six  weeks  previously, 
considerably  aggravated  her  symptoms.  These  are :  feeble 
menstruation,  leuchorrhcea,  constipation,  frequent  urti- 
caria, habitual  cutaneous  pruritus.  Different  allopathic 
treatments,  conscientiously  followed,  have  had  no  appreci- 
able result.  Prescribed  :  First  and  third  days,  Ignatia  G^^' ; 
second  and  fourth  days,  BeJL  (5''^ ;  two  days  interval. 

November  27th — A  slight  amelioration  of  the  general  con- 
dition was  discerned.  First  and  third  days,  PuU.  6*^  ;  sec- 
ond and  fourth  days,  Sepia  (5**^ ;  interval  of  two  days. 

December  18th — Very  notable  amendment  in  every  way. 
Pvls.  30^*»  and  Sepia  <^0  *^,  alternated  same  manner. 

On  January  24th,  she  complained  of  a  sort  of  nervous 
intoxication  coming  on  before  the  menses ;  globus  hyster- 
icus ;  continual  somnolence ;  wandering  neuralgia,  located 
particularly  in  different  regions  of  the  head  ;  sensation  of 
emptiness  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach.  The  menses  are  less 
feeble ;  the  pruritus  has  quite  disappeared.  Prescribed,  to 
alternate,  Valerian  %^^  and  Tarant  6'*^,  as  ordered  above. 

February  21st. — Marked    improvement.      Prescribed 
same  remedies  at  the  30th,  and  at  four  days  of  interval. 

March  20th. — Madame  X.  considers  herself  cured.     A 
prescription   was  given  however  by  way  of  precaution  of 
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valerian  200^*»,  and  tarentula  200**»,  alternated  at  eight  days 
of  intei-val.     The  cure  was  no  deception. 

We  might  publish  still  many  other  observations  where 
the  alternation  of  remedies  has  played  an  important  part. 
We  confine  ourselves  to  reproducing  one  which  seems  to  us 
quite  characteristic,  and  the  author  of  which  is  Dr.  Giovanni 
Urbanetti,  of  Venice. 

Signora  N.  N.,  aged  40  years,  nervo-bilious  temper- 
ment,  constitution  robust,  complexion  dark,  a  little  hyster- 
ical, was  attacked  with  violent  colic  when  her  menses  began 
to  appear.  The  ordinary  family  physician  was  called,  who 
after  having  well  examined  the  case,  decided  immediately 
to  bleed  copiously,  the  result  was  the  instant  suspension  of 
the  menstral  flux.  The  pains  persisting,  the  physician  pur- 
sued his  antiphlogistic  campaign  with  leeches  to  the  anxu^j 
cassia^  tamarind^  cantor  oiU  sedatives  and  clysters  more  or 
less  energetic,  without  a  truce  for  a  single  day.  At  th^  end 
of  twenty  days,  having  suspected  that  the  colic  might  pro- 
ceed from  hysteria,  he  changed  tactics,  and  prescribed  pills 
with  assafoetida,  quinine  a/nd  morphine.  Finally  the  suffer- 
ings of  Signora  N.  N.,  growing  worse,  recourse  was  had  to 
homoeopathy,  just  a  month  after  the  appearance  of  the  mal- 
ady. . 

I  found  the  patient  in  bed,  pale,  dejected,  complaining 
of  wandering  pains  in  the  abdomen  and  an  anal  tenesmus 
continual  and  exasperating.  Upon  examination,  the  abdo- 
men was  found  elevated  here  and  there  by  projections  as 
large  as  the  fist,  which  moved  about  noisily  and  produced 
insupportable  pain.  The  tongue  was  slightly  coated,  the 
taste  of  the  mouth  bad,  anorexia,  pulse  feeble,  soft  and  a 
little  irregular,  cutaneous  heat  normal.  Although  the  indi- 
cations for  the  appropriate  remedies  seemed  to  be  clear  and 
sure.     I  urged  the  patient  to  wait  a  couple  of  days,  in  order 
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to  allow  the  effect  of  the  allopathic  remedies  to  di.sappear, 
and  besides,  because  I  wished  to  see  what  nature  could  do 
with  the  regular  return  of  the  menstruation  which  had  ap- 
peared an  hour  ago.  Twenty-four  hours  had  not  passed 
when  I  was  called  with  great  urgency  to  see  the  patient, 
who  was  writhing  more  than  ever  under  the  violence  of  her 
pains.  This  was  the  9th  of  February,  and  I  administered 
at  once  opium  6"^  and  mux  vom  30"^**,  two  globules  alter- 
nately every  hour,  lengthening  the  time  between  doses  in 
proportion  to  the  improvement.  We  noticed  that  the.  men- 
struation went  on  with  regularity. 

On  February  11th  I  returned  to  see  the  patient.  She 
came  before  me  with  a  joyous  countenance,  declaring  that 
my  little  globules  had  acted  promptly,  so  that  there  had 
passed  two  nights  and  one  day  that  her  bowels  had  not  been 
painful. 

But  all  has  not  been  said..  When  asked  to  know  if  she 
should  continue,  I  answered  that  she  should  suspend  the 
alternation  of  the  remedies,  and  take  only  mux  vom.  five 
globules  morning  and  evening. 

Then  next  day  the  husband  of  Signora  N.  N.  came  to 
me  announcing  the  reappearance  of  the  colic  but  with  less 
violence  and  without  tenesmus.  I  ordered  an  exchange  of  nux 
vom.  for  opium.  After  this  remedy  the  colic  did  not  re- 
turn, but  the  tenesmus  was  renewed,  so  that  it  was  neces- 
sarv  for  me  next  day  to  return  to  the  alternation  every  t#o 
hours,  of  opium  and  nux  vom. 

Thus  disappeared,  without  return,  all  troublesome 
symptoms. 

We  now  point  out  the  principal  combinations  which, 
besides  those  already  indicated,  have  particularly  assisted  us 
in  practice,  while  expressing  the  desire  and  the  hope  of 
seeing  our  confreres  repeat  and  verify  our  experiences. 
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Peosopaloia. — Pvls,  mere,  sol.  sulph.  and  arsen^  alter 
nately. 

Whooping  Cough. — Ipec,  drosera.  kali  bich.  and  arsen. 

Asthma — Tpec,  arsen. j  lack,  and  cup. 

Pleurisy. — Aeon,  and  bryon.^  or  bryon.  sulph.  acid. 
and  iod.  arseu. 

Pneumonia.-    Bryon  and  kali  hydr.  or  brom. 

Phthisis — Kali  bich,  and  cale,  pkos.^  iod.  arsen^^  hepar 
and  lach. 

Diphtheria. — Brom.  and  cyan.  mere. 

Gastralqia. — Cham,  coloeynth  and  arsen. 

Dyspepsia. — Nux.  vom.y  sulph.  and  lycop. 

Metritis. — Lap.  alb.  kali  bich.  and  sepia. 

Menopausis. — Aeon.  lach.  and  sepia. 

Gout. — Lithium^  kali  bich. ^  kali,  iod.;  sometimes  we 
substitute  for  kali  bichr.  the  silicate  of  soda. 

Biliary  calculi. —  Podoph.y  chelid.y  mere.  soL^  and 
sometimes  chinxi.  We  join  with  it  habitually  the  prescrip- 
tion of  a  wine  glass  full  of  eau  de  Contrexevilles^  every 
morning  fasting. 

We  travel  over  however  the  whole  8cal6  of  doses, 
although  having  a  certain  preference  for  the  low  attenua- 
tions. 

We  do  not  ask  to  be  believed  upon  our  own  word,  and 
without  examination.  We  solicit,  on  the  contrary,  the 
verification  of  our  assertions,  and  we  make  appeal  to  the 
experience  of  all. 

But,  it  will  be  said  to  us,  while  admitting  the  reality  of 
the  facts  cited,  how  shall  we  comprehend  the  action  of  al- 
ternated remedies  ? 

We  confine  ourselves  to  reply  that  when  there  are  pro- 
duced facts,  numerous  and  well  observed,  the  explanation 
of  the  mechanism  aceording  to  which  the  cure  is  effected,  is 
of  little  importance. 
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We  confess  even  that  in  seeing  where  the  mania  for 
hypothesis  has  been  able  to  draw  the  best  minds,  we  feel 
little  taste  for  voyages  into  the  land  of  fogs  and  chimeras. 
Is  not  official  medicine  the  prot\)type  and  at  the  same  time 
the  victim,  of  an  accumulation  of  fantastic  hypothesis,  arbi- 
trarily engrafted  upon  each  other?  This  is  the  danger  to  be 
avoided.  However,  in  order  to  satisfy  scientific  curiosity 
in  that  which  is  legitimate,  we  will  state  briefly  how  one 
may,  in  our  opinion,  interpret  the  modus  agendi  of  medi- 
cines odministered  in  alternation. 

■  The  explanation  most  easy  if  not  the  most  probable  one 
would  consist  in  admitting  that,  amongst  the  remedies,  only 
one  really  acts ;  that  one  which  is  truly  homoeopathic  to  the 
particular  case ;  the  others,  like  seed  sown  on  a  stony  and 
barren  soil,  would  bring  forth  no  fruit. 

We  believe  rather  that  remedies  alternated  influence 
each  other  reciprocally  in  several  ways,  which  one  may 
place  in  the  four  following  categories : 

1st.  Sometimes  they  serve  each  other  mutually  as 
adjuvants. 

2d.     Sometimes  one  is  a  corrective  of  another. 

3d.  Sometimes  remedies  alternated  seem  to  constitute 
a  really  new  medicinal  principle,  endowed  with  original 
properties. 

4th.  Finally  under  the  influence  of  remedies  of  more 
or  less  different  action,  sometimes  even  antidotal,  the  ece- 
nomy  seems  to  react  more  vigorously.  It  might  be  said 
that,  exhausted  in  different  ways,  the  vitality  is  better  dis- 
posed to  merge  from  the  torpor  in  which  it  appeared 
plunged. 

A  few  examples  will  serve  better  to  fix  our  thoughts  : 

I. — One  of  the  alternations,  the  most  ancient  in  date, 
and  which  is  almost  universally  accepted  by  homoeopathic 
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tradition,  is  that  of  spongia  and  hepar  in  croups.  Now  in 
this  alternation,  the  two  medicines  aid  each  other  mutually 
we  believe. 

Rummel  wrote  "that  the  disease  appeared  to  be  cured 
more  promptly  when  he  gave  these  two  remedies  alternately 
than  when  he  gave  only  one  of  them  at  a  time."  Aconite^ 
in  our  opinion,  plays  also  the  part  of  adjuvant,  when  it  is 
alternated  at  the  commencement  of  acute  inflammations, 
with  belladonna^  bryonia^  etc. ;  the  same  with  mercuriuSj 
with  Pulsatilla,  cantharis,  arnica,  belladonna,  etc.  Here 
is  thfe  place  to  recall  the  language  held  by  Dr.  Fredault,  of 
Paris  :  "As  treatment  for  whooping  cough,"  says  M.  Fre- 
dault, "after  aconte  and  bryonia,  which  I  give  in  the  pre- 
monitory bronchitis,  I  employ  drosera  and  coccus  cacti, 
both  at  the  3rd,  taken  alternately.  I  consider  that  they  are 
complemental  to  each  other ;  and  having  attempted  to  give 
them  alone,  I  did  not  succeed  with  them,  and  I  have  re- 
turned to  giving  them  in  alternation." — Bidl,  de  la  soc. 
horn,  de  France  XV.  396. 

9 

Finally,  we  add  that  Dr.  Eenens  has  published  three 
interesting  obsei'vations  on  croup  where  the  cure  was  ob- 
tained by  aconite,  hepar  and  spongia,  the  three  in  rotation. 
— See  Homoeopathic  Milittnte,  II.,  439. 

II. — ^In  a  second  order  of  facts, .  one  medicine  alter- 
nated with  another,  may  act  in  opposition  to  the  latter,  the 
part  of  corrective.  Thus  we  use  all  witnesses  in  practice, 
of  certain  special  susceptibilities  for  some  ones  of  our  rem- 
edies. These  idiosyncracies  are  often  the  source  of  great  diffi- 
culty, for  they  have  particularly  "for  object"  the  medicines 
the  most  en  rapport  with  the  morbid  symptoms,  that  is  to 
say,  the  most  completely  homceopathic  ones.  What  is  to 
be  done  in  such  an  occurrence  ?  Alternate  the  terrible  one 
with  another  which  attenuates  its  effects.  We  know  patients 
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who  cannot  bear  sulphur  taken  alone,  but  who  are  perfectly 
comfortable  from  the  alternation  of  sulphur  with  nux 
vomica^  whilst  nux  vomica^  taken  alone,  is  with  them  with- 
out efficacy.  Other  patients  cannot  take  belladonna  or 
arsenic  at  least,  when  these  remedies  are  not  alternated  with 
an  intercurrent  one  which  acts,  manifestly  in  opposition  to 
the  first  one,  the  part  of  corrective. 

III. — Several  observations  of  cure  by  means  of  differ- 
ent remedies  alternated,  when  the  same  agents  employed 
successively,  one  at  a  time,  have  been  absolutely  fruitless, 
tend  to  cause  the  admission  that  certain  alternations  of  med- 
icines acquire  special  virtues.  It  is  especially  in  the  treat- 
ment of  obstinate  dyspepsia  and  of  biliary  calculi  that  we 
have  remarked  this  new  power. 

In  regard  to  affections  of  the  stomach.  Dr.  Kafka  re- 
lates that  he  has  cured  chronic  catarrhs  of  this  viscus  by 
alternating  vux  vomicea  and  calcarea,  after  having  adminis- 
tered these  two  remedies  alone.  One  of  us  (Dr.  Martiny) 
followed  the  indications  of  the  eminent  German  physician 
in  a  case  of  obstinate  dyspepsia,  by  ordering  nux  vomica 
6'**  in  the  evening,  and  calcarea  carb,  30'*^  in  the  morni.ng 
The  success  was  complete.  It  was  the  first  time  that  he 
had  employed  remedies  alternated  at  so  short  a  distance  in 
chronic  affections.  This  was  in  1865,  and  since  then  he  has 
employed  very  frequently  the  same  method  in  a  great  num- 
ber of  chronic  affections.  It  has  often  happened  to  him  to 
cure  patients  only  by  alternating  medicines  already  employ- 
ed by  other  physicians,  but  one  at  a  time  and  witdout  alter- 
nation. For  more  than  fifteen  years  he  has  followed  this 
method  of  alternation  very  frequently  with  the  greatest  suc- 
cess. At  first  he  alternated  scarcely  ever  more  than  two 
remedies,  but  for  several  years  he  has  not  hesitated  to  or- 
der three  or  even  four  in  alternation  when  two  do  not  suf- 


254  St.  Louis  Clinical  Review. 

fice  to  cover  all  the  spmptoms  of  the  malady — subjective 
and  objective. 

IV. — Finally,  some  of  the  cures  obtained  by  alterna- 
tion of  remedies  appear  to  favor  the  belief  that  under  the 
influence  of  medicinal  shocks  in  diverse  ways,  the  economy 
seems  to  rouse  up  and  become  more  sensitive  to  the  medi- 
cinal action,  For  exam))le,  a  chlorotic  woman  whose  mens 
tration  has  been  interrupted  for  a  long  time  ;  pnhatilla  will 
not  cure  her  always.  Far  from  it ;  neither  will  sulphur 
given  alone  ;  alternate  from  day  to  day  these  two  remedies? 
a  method  which  has  become  at  the  present  day  almos* 
classic  for  chlorosis,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  a  cure  will 
take  place.  It  is  in  a  similar  case  of  chlorosis  that  one  of  us 
(Dr.  Martiny)  has  given  for  the  first  time  three  medicines 
in  rotation.  Sulphur  and  puhaiilla  had  produced  no  result ; 
the  patient  who  had  not  menstrated  for  more  than  four 
years,  experienced  no  effect  from  these  mebicines.  Dr. 
Martiny  then  conceived  the  idea  of  adding  phosphoinis.  The 
scene  changed  immediately ;  there  had  been  cephalalgia, 
lumbar  pains  and  coloring  of  the  checks  ;  the  menses  reai> 
peared  and  the  patient  was  cured.  Dr.  Mouremans,  who 
had  treated  the  patient  without  benefit,  was  astonished  at 
the  result,  He  hastened  to  acknowledge  that  there  was  in 
the  alternation  of  remedies  a  new  idea  by  which  the  practice 

ought  to  know  how  to  profit. 

[To  be  Continued.] 


A  STRANGE  OVERSIGHT. 


BY  ROLLIN  R.  GREGG,  M.D.,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


Is  it  not  the  strangest  oversight  to  be  found  in  all  the 
records  of  scientific  investigation  that  not  a  microscopist, 
not  a  scientist,  not  a  pathologist,  throughout  the  world. 
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who  has  hitherto  finven  attention  to  the  so-called  bacteria  of 
diphtheria  (or  other  infectious  disease  in  which  it  is  said 
these  parasites  exist),  appears  even  to  have  stopped  one 
moment  to  consider  whether  or  not  their  so-called  micro- 
cocci, or  spherical,  rod-like,  and  spiral  bacteria  of  disease, 
might  not  be  granules,  fibrils,  and  spirals  of  fibrin,  which 
always  develop  rapidly  and  in  great  numbers  in  every  con- 
gested and  inflamed  part,  or  said  one  word  upon  that  branch 
of  the  subject?  As  strange  as  it  may  seem,  however,  such 
appears  to  have  been  the  case ;  but  if  there  is  proof  to  the 
contrary,  it  would  be  a  gratification  to  see  it,  and  see  lead- 
ing men,  and  especially  our  profession,  relieved  of  the 
great  stigma  that  must  certainly  soon  attach  to  it  and  them 
if  such  proof  is  not  forthcoming. 

There  has  never  been  a  description  given  of  the  three 
classified  forms  of  bacteria,  spherical,  rod-like,  and  spiral, 
that  differs  in  the  slightest  particular  either  in  size,  shape, 
color,  locality  of  development,  or  what  not,  from  the  three 
primar}^  forms  of  coagulating  fibrin,  viz.,  its  granules,  its 
fibrils,  and  its  spirals.  Then,  as  each  of  these  forms  of 
fibrin  demeans  itself  precisely  like  the  corresponding  form 
of  so-called  bacteria,  under  all  circumstances,  and  occupies 
the  same  positions,  why  have  we  not  had,  why  don't  we 
have,  some  description  given  by  which  we  may  distinguish 
the  one  from  the  other,  if  they  are  different,  or  from  dif- 
ferent kingdoms  of  nature? 

Certainly,  if  one  is  vegetable,  as  claimed,  and  the  other 
animal,  as  we  know,  there  must  be  some  means  of  distin- 
guishing between  them.  Or  must  we  settle  down  to  the 
conviction  that  all  this  bacteria  wisdom  (?)  is  the  greatest 
farce  in  science  of  modern  times ;  and  that  all  these  so- 
called  great  leaders  in  medicine,  when  looking  at  and  writ- 
ing   about   their   "bacteria,*'  were  really  looking   at   and 
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writing  aboat  coagulated  particles  of  fibrin,  and  did  not 
know  it  ? 


THOSE  GASES  OF  INFAN2ILE  ATROPHY, 


Mr.  Editor: — With  your  permission,  I  would  like  to 
have  a  friendly  chat  about  those  cases  of  infantile  atrophy 
reported  in  your  last  issue  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Smith.  To  say 
that  I  am  deeply  interested  is  to  draw  it  mild.  I  am  also 
under  obligations  to  the  genial  editor  for  valuable  thera- 
peutic hints  on  this  very  subject  of  so-called  infantile  atro- 
phy, nee  tabes  mesenteric,  and  hence  feel  the  more  free  to 
write. 

Atrophy  means,  literally,  wasting ;  but  why  the  waste, 
what  disease  or  difficulty  is  wasting  the  child?  Atrophy  is 
the  last  expression  of  many  diseases ;  which  is  the  disease 
in  a  given  case  is  not  always  easy  to  determine. 
.  The  first  case  is  an  interesting  one ;  infant,  aged*  five 
months ;  chronic  case.  The  watery,  excoriating  stools 
showed  that  the  mucous-membrane  was  stripped  of  its  epi- 
thelum  ;  the  bloated  abdomen,  pain  and  restlessness  pointed 
to  enteric  inflammation  ;  the  cold  skin  indicated  that  the  cir- 
culation was  tardy  from  nervous  stasis.  The  hunger,  the 
restlessness  at  night,  and  the  emaciation  that  must  have 
been  present,  indicated  as  grave  a  disease  as  cholera  in- 
fantum, or  summer  complaint,  and  infantile  atrophy.  The 
case  as  given  is  a  good  description  of  entero-colitis.  As  to 
remedies  indicated,  possibly  Arsencum  might  have  controlled 
the  case,  aided  by  Belladonna^  and  perhaps  not,  as  between 
the  diseases  and  the  allopath  for  four  weeks,  there  was  little 
of  the  child  left  when  Dr.  S.  assumed  the  charge.  As  to 
food,  there  is  no  more  digestion  in  such  cases  than  there 
is  in  [a  tin  tube.  All  the  nourishment  is  then  taken  by 
endosmose. 
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I  am  glad  the  doctor  did  not  diagnosticate  both  cases  as 
due  to  "  teething  "  or  **  worms." 

The  second  case  is  quite  a  different  one.  The  age  of  the 
child  would  indicate  that  it  was  getting  its  canine  or  molar 
teeth,  and  needed  a  good  appetite ;  and  the  physician  ap- 
preciated the  situation,  and  fed  it  accordingly.  The 
"worm"  interpretation  by  the  mother  and  the  meagre 
symptoms — fever  in  the  early  evening  and  the  crying  spells 
— would  look  towards  gastric  catarrh,  and  the  success  of 
Teste's  "  merry-go-round  "  prescription — 8arsap.,  Aloe^ 
and  Colch. — would  seem  to  confirm  this  view.  Just  what 
remedy  was  indicated  in  this  case  is  not  clear  from  the 
symptoms  given.  China^  or  China  and  Arsen^  is  often 
needed  in  these  cases  of  bulimia. 

The  description  given  in  the  opening  of  the  article  is  a 
collection  of  symptoms  that,  after  long  study,  I  have 
located  as  being  due  to  gastric  catarrh.  (  Vide  Vogel  or 
Duncan  on  Diseases  of  Children.)  After  lasting  a  long 
time,  enteric  catarrh  sets  in,  and  the  case  winds  up  with  a 
fully  developed  entro-colitis. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  Editor,  in  closing  to  thank  Dr.  Smith  for 
his  interesting  report.     Yours  truly, 

T.  C.  Duncan. 

Chicago,  1882. 


A   HEDICAL  FIRE'RBAND, 


The  Marion  county  (Ind.)  medical  society  had  a  stormy 
session  last  night — i.  e.  stormy  for  outsiders.  Followimg  an 
address  by  Rev.  George  L.  Curtiss,M.  D.,on"Airand  its,  im- 
purities," the  society  proceeded  to  discuss  the  proper  thing 
to  do  relative  to  the  meeting  of  the  American  Public  Health 
association,  to  be  held  in  Indianapolis  in  October.  The  **reg- 
ulars"  felt  that  there  had  been  a  gross  violation  of  the  code 
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of  ethics  by  the  mayor  in  the  appointment  of  a  "shoii;  horn" 
upon  the  committee  of  arrangements,  and  the  city  court 
chamber  resounded  with  shrieks  of  denunciation.  Event- 
ually their  work  took  the  following  form,  the  resolution  being 
adopted  with  but  one  dissenting  vote  : 

'*Wherea8,  The  appointments  made  by  the  municipal 
head  of  the  city  to  represent  medical  interests  at  the  meeting 
of  the  American  Health  Association,  shortly  to  convene  here, 
do,  for  the  most  part,  so  illy  represent  the  learning,  expe- 
rience and  professional  standing  of  the  medical  profession 
here,  and  as  such  action  is  generally  binding  on  account  of  its 
official  source ;  therefore, 

^^Hesolved,  That  this  society  desires  hereby  to  express 
its  disapprobation  of  such  action,  and  requests  its  members 
to  abstain  from  any  participation  in  the  proceedings  of  such 
assemblao^es  under  present  auspices,  and  we  desire  hereby  to 
communicate  the  knowledge  of  our  action  to  our  medical 
brethren  throughout  the  state." 

There  was  a  minority  effort  against  the  passage  of  these 
uncalled  for  resolutions,  and  it  was  asserted  that  it  was  in 
bad  taste  and  undignified  for  the  society  to  issue  its  pronun- 
ciamento  and  refuse  to  participate  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
coming  convention  when  as  yet  the  Marion  county  medical 
society  had  not  been  asked  to  give  dignity  and  weight  to  the 
American  Health  Associahion  by  its  presence  and  counsel. 
The  governor  and  mayor  were  defended  by  the  statement 
that  Dr.  Runnels  had  been  the  only  physcian  from  the  city 
who  had  taken  the  time  and|trouble  to  attend  the  meeting  at 
Savannah  last  year,  and  that  it  was  chiefly  through  his  ef- 
forts that  Indianapolis  would  be  honored  with  its  presence 
this  year. 

The  member  who  dared  thus  to  defend  the  officials  for 
their    recognitions  of   a    ''short  horn"    was  emphatically 
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squenched  by  the  fire  eaters,  they  leaving  him  in  a  lonesome 
minority  upon  the  vote  being  taken.  It  is  asserted  that 
there  were  many  members  who  did  not  vote  at  all,  who  were 
really  opposed  to  the  resolution,  but  were  afraid  to  buck 
ao^ainst  the  old  wheel  horses  of  "regular"  medical  nonsense. 

With  due  deference  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  regular 
school,  when  this  resolution  struck  the  public  view  to-day 
there  was  a  broad  lauofh.  The  idea  was  felt  to  be  absurd. 
It  was  interpreted  as  a  direct  drive  at  Dr.  M.  T.  Runnels, 
who  is  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arangements,  and 
upon  this  gentleman  a  N'ews  reporter  at  once  called.  Said 
the  doctor:     *'0h,  I  can't  talk  about  that." 

**But  how  about  the  health  association!"  queried  the 
reporter. 

**The  meeting  will  be  held,"  was  the  sententious  reply. 

Then  the  reporter  hunted  up  Mayor  Grubbs,  and  found 
that  his  attention  h^d  already  been  directed  to  the  fiery 
resolution. 

-  *'How  does  it  strike  you?"  was  the  first  and  only  inter- 
rogatory propounded,  to  which  the  municipal  head  made  re- 
ply as  follows : 

'•The  American  Public  Health  Association  is  not  a  med- 
ical society.  Its  object,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to  discuss 
sanitary  measures,  and  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  possible,  what 
should  be  done  to  prevent  diseases,  not  to  cure  them.  In 
this  city  there  are  about  three  gentlemen  who  hold  mem- 
ship  in  the  association,  viz :  Prof.  J.  M.  Bloss,  Thaddeus 
Stephens,  M.  D.  and  Moses  T.  Runnels,  M.  D.  The  latter 
two  gentlemen  requested  the  appointed  a  committee,  and 
the  names,  as  published,  were  furni.hed  by  them,  and  were 
I  think  written  by  Dr.  Stephens,  who  I  believe  is  a  member 
also  of  the  Marion  County  Medical  Society.  The  fact  that 
two  doctors  of  the  same  school  should  agree  upon  a  matter 
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of  this  kind  is  enough  to  paralize  an  ordinary  mortal,  but 
when  two  physicians  of  opposite  schools  agree  upon  any 
proposition,  as  th^y  did  in  rhis  case,  the  interest  of  peace 
forbid  that  any  one  else  should  object. 

"Physicians  have  no  more  interest  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  American  Public  Health  Association  than  have  men 
of  other  trades  and  professions  who  feel  an  interest  in  san- 
itary and  other  questions  affecting  the  public  health.  It  is 
indeed  surprising  that  an  organization,  but  one  of  whose 
members  has.  heretofore  felt  interest  enough  in  such  ques- 
tions to  join  the  association,  should  attempt  to  dictate  to 
resident  members  who  shall  compose  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangements. The  committee  was  selected  by  resident  mem- 
bers of  the  association,  and  the  gentlemen  named  are  repre- 
sentative men  of  the  city.  If  the  members  are  satisfied 
with  the  committe,  I  do  not  know  why  others  should  com- 
plain. 


.  Dr.  Valentine — In  the  Society  reports  in  your  jour- 
nal of  August  the  cases  spoken  of  where  the  aggravation 
was  from  12  to  3  ars.  8"^  was  the  remedy  given,  and  not 
nat.  mur.  This  case  has  been  published  I  think  in  your 
journal.  The  patient  has  suffered  intensely  with  burning 
pains  for  two  weeks.  Great  restlessness,  burning  pains, 
and  aggravation  from  12  to  3,  indicated  at's.  so  plainly  that 
I  thought  that  I  would  try  the  highest  attenuation  I  could 
get.  The  relief  was  so  immediate  that  she  became  a  convert 
to  homoeopathy.  I  have  attended  the  family  ever  since — 
three  or  four  years  now — and  if  there  has  been  a  return  of 
neu.algia  I  ought  to  have  heard  of  it. 

I  did  speak  of  a  case  relieved  by  nat.  mur.  8*",  which 
returned.  The  indication  that  induced  me  to  give  nat.  mur. 
was  that  the  neuralgia  returned  on  the  opposite  side.     For 
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instance,  if  the  present  attack  is  the  left  side  of  the  face 
the  return  would  be  the  right  side. 

I  cured  a  case  of  neuralgia  two  or  three  years  ago  with 
Phytolacca  2^  .  Pain  extended  from  the  '*8niall  of  the  back 
down  outside  of  the  thigh  ;"  worse  in  damp  weather.  1 
heard  from  this  patient  three  days  ago.     He  remains  well. 

Lippe  says  under  lachems  "cutting  headache  relieved 
from  heat,  and  after  belching  up  wind.*'  I  would  like  to 
know  if  ''great  aversion  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,"  is  a  gen- 
uine symptom  of  lacJiesis.  We  find  in  Hering,  and  Lippe, 
"hair  falls  off  worse  during  pregnancy ;  averse  to  sun's 
rays." 

It  may  be  true  that  while  moderate  heat  would  benefit  a 
lachesis  case,  great  heat  would  aggravate.  Cases  with  hair 
falling  out  and  pregnancy  would  be  averse  to  the  rays  of 
the  sun  whether  taking  lachesis  or  not. 

Dr.  Gross'  "Comparative  Materia  Medica,"  under 
apis  we  have  the  symptom — "Horses  kick  and  show 
an  inclination  to  run  off."  Now  we  know  horses  would  act 
thus,  if  stung  by  any  insect.  I  have  heard  this  explained, 
•  that  if  we  give  apis  to  a  horse  that  he  will  show  the  above 
symptoms.  Has  any  one  ever  proved  apis  on  the  horse,  or 
has  any  one  ever  cured  horses  that  kick  and  show  an  incli- 
nation to  run  off  with  apis?  I  think  it  would  pay  the 
homoeopathic  profession  to  raise  funds  to  employ  three  com- 
petent men  to  revise,  prove  and  cori'ect  our  materia  medica. 

But  I  did  not  start  to  write  an  article  on  neuralgia  or 
materia  medica,  but  to  make  a  correction,  so  good  night. 

Yours  truly, 

J.    C.    CUMMINGS, 

September  1,  1882.  3514  Olive  St. 
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KOCH'S  BACTEBIA  IS  TUBEBCLE8  A  QBEAT  FALLACY* 


BY   DR.    R.    R.    ORRGG,    BUFFALO,    N.    Y. 


You  have  all  heard  much  in  the  last  few  years  of  bac- 
teria in  diphtheria,  splenic  tever,  chicken  cholera,  typhoid 
fever,  etc.,  and  now  comes  the  claim  by  Prof.  Koch,  of 
Berlin,  heralded  to  the  world,  through  the  London  Times , 
by  Prof.  Tyndall,  that  he  (Koch)  has  discovered  bacteria 
in  terbercles. — ^But  it  seems  to  me  that,  notwithstanding  the 
high  scientific  standing  of  these  men  and  their  positive 
assertions,  we  lesser  mortals  have  the  right  to  investigate 
these  matters  in  own  own  way,  and,  if  need  be,  to  call  in 
question  the  possibly  hasty  conclusions  of  such  great  scien- 
tists, in  the  best  interest  of  that  very  science  of  which  they 
are  such  ardent  devotees.  Indeed,  as  physicians  who  have 
to  deal  practically  with  human  life,  it  is  our  dnty  to  inves- 
tigate this  subject  most  thoroughly  for  ourselves,  and  not 
accept  every,  or  any,  mere  theory,  unless  it  be  first  demon- 
strated to  be  true,  and  to  be  relied  upon  to  the  extent  of 
being  safely  carried  into  practice. 

As  many  of  you  must  know,  I  have  myself  given  some 
attention  to  bacteria  the  last  few  years,  and  I  assert  here 
positively,  as  I  have  repeatedly  done  elsewhere,  that  the 
three  classified  forms  of  so-called  bacteria  in  disease,  are 
never,  in  any  case,  anything  more  than  the  three  forms  of 
coagulating  fibrin  which  develop  in  every  inflammatory 
disease  and  in  every  locality  where  congestion  and  inflam- 
mation manifest  themselves  as  results  of  morbid  causes. 

These  three  forms  of  coagulating  fibrin  are,  first, 
granules  ;  second,  fibrils  ;  and  third,  spirals.  These  granu- 
les of  fibrin  are  of  the  same  size  and  exactly  of  the  same 
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form  as  the  alleged  micrococci,  or  spherical  bacteria  of 
disease — both  standing  *'upon  the  very  borders  of  the  visi- 
ble" under  the  highest  magnifying  power.  The  fibrils  of 
fibrin  are  precisely  like  the  assumed  bacterium  termo,  or 
rod-like  bacteria  of  diseases,  and  demean  themselves  the 
same  under  similar  conditions.  And  the  spirals  of  fibrin  are 
also  precisely  like  the  so-called  spiral  bacteria  of  diseases, 
and  they,  too,  act  similarly  under  all  similar  circumstances. 

As  to  propoitionate  numbers,  moreover,  there  is  a  sim- 
ilarity throughout.  The  bacterists  tell  us  the  micrococci  are 
far  in  excess  of  the  other  fo.rms  of  bacteria ;  indeed,  almost 
infinitely  so.  And  so  it  is  and  must  necessrrily  be  with  the 
granules  of  fibrin  as  compared  with  its  fibrils.  Hundreds 
of  granules  of  fibrin  join  together  to  form  one  fibril,  so  the 
former  must  be  hundreds  of  times  in  excess  of  the  latter. 
And  the  spirals  of  fibrin  are  much  less  in  numbers  than  the 
fibrils  (as  spiral  bacteria  are  said  to  be  far  less  than  the 
rod-like),  for  the  reason  that  the  fibrils  readily  secure 
attachments  of  their  ends  in  or  upon  any  living  part,  which 
hold  them  straight ;  while  it  would  only  be  the  few  fibrils 
that  did  not  secure  such  attachments  that  would  contract 
upon  themselves,  under  their  firmer  organization,  and  thus 
be  curled  into  the  spiral  form. 

Again,  in  color  the  granules  and  fibrils  of  fibrin  are  the 
same  as  bacteria.  Professor  Cohn  says  that  bacteria  are 
white,  and  we  all  know  that  coagulated  fibrin  is  white.  And 
still  again,  the  two  correspond  fully  in  places  of  abode,  for 
wherever  bacteria  are  said  to  be  found  in  disease,  whether 
in  fluids  or  solids,  on  surfaces  or  infiltrated  into  the  sub- 
stance of  tissues,  in  tubercles  or  within  tubercular  cells, 
there  also  are  found  granules  and  fibrils  of  fibrils  under  in- 
flammatory conditions. 

So   look  where   we   may,  institute*  the   most   careful 
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scrutiny  we  possibly  can  with  reference  to  these  two  sets  of 
forms  or  bodies,  the  comparisons  and  similarities  between 
them  ar6  complete  and  as  exact  as  the  most  rigid  scientific 
requirements  could  demand. 

And  here  we  come  to  the  strangest  and  the  most  unac- 
countable fact  in  all  this  field  of  research,  or,  for  that  mat- 
ter, in  all  the  range  of  science.  Notwithstanding  these  sim- 
ilarities are  so  exact  throughout  between  the  respective 
forms  of  these  two  sets  of  organism,  not  a  scientist, 
not  a  microscopist,  not  a  pathologist,  the  world  over,  has 
ever,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  called  attention  to  the  facts, 
when  discussing  bacteria,  and  told  us  that  here  were  these 
forms  of  fibrin,  swarming  in  hundreds  of  thousands,  in 
every  instance,  and  in  the  very  places  where  the  bacterists 
claim  their  parasites  to  develop  and  multiply  in  such  enor- 
mous numbers.  Throughout  all  the  recorded  discussions 
and  the  entire  literature  of  the  subject,  not  a  word  from 
them  is  to  be  found  telling  us  that  forms  of  fibrin,  in  groat 
numbers,  are  present  und  all  such  circumstances,  or  even 
hinting  at  their  existence. 

What  kind  of  science  is  this?  A  world  full  of  scientific 
men,  many  of  them  of  the  highest  order,  but  not  one  of  them 
stops  to  think  and  apply  to  the  solution  of  their  great  mystery 
one  of  the  most  simple  and  best  known  of  physiological  and 
pathological  facts,  namely,  the  various  steps  that  extrava- 
sated  fibrin  must  go  through  in  every  instance  of  its  exuda- 
tion and  organization  in  all  forms  of  inflammatory  disease. 
Instead  of  this,  they  go  on  mystifying  the  mystery  until 
they  have  made  the  world  stand  aghast  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling as  to  who  shall  be  the  next  victim  to  those  terrible 
destroyers,  "bacteria,"  or  vegetable  parasites,  which  can 
not  develop  and  could  not  live  a  day  within  the  precincts 
and  under  the  dominion  of  animal  life. 
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And  now 'comes  Professor  Koch,  with  his  claim  of  hav- 
ing discovered  bacteria  in  tubercles,  so  still  further  frighten 
us  out  of  this  world  and  into  the  next,  at  the  idea  that  we 
nearly  all  must,  or  may,  have  something  gnawing  at  our 
vitals,  which  nobody  but  scientific  men  have  the  ability  to 
comprehend.  But  let  us  maintain  our  senses  a  little  longer, 
and  see  if  we  cannot  discern  some  of  the  beauties  of  this 
wonderful  creature  and  tell  what  he  is  made  of,  and  now  he 
looks.  It  seems  to  me  we  may  be  able  to  do  so,  if  we  not 
go  insane  just  yet  over  this  new  bacteria  craze.  At  least, 
let  us  trv. 

Every  tubercle  has  fibrin  in  a  fliud  state,  extra vasated 
from  the  blood  into  and  around  it  during  the  progress  of  its 
Organization,  and  there  the  said  fibrin  coagulates  into 
granules  and  fibrils,  to  furnish  Professor  Koch  with  his 
bacteria  in  the  organizing  stage  of  tubercules.  This  asser- 
tion of  fibrin  being  extravasated  into  and  around  tubercles, 
is  no  mere  guess-work.  It  is  a  great  scientific  fact,  and 
an  absolute  necessity  in  nature's  watchful  and  unceasing 
care  over  us,  for  which,  however.  Prof.  Koch  seems  not  to 
make  the  slightest  allowance. 

The  fibrin  exuded  into  the  tissues  around  turbercles 
becomes  condensed  and  organizes  (under  the  inflammation 
that  soften  the  terbercles)  into  the  firm  and  impervious 
wall  that  outlines  and  divides  its  putrid  contents  from  the 
surrounding  healthy  tissues. 

The  fibrin  extravasated  into  the  tubercle  and  upon  its 
immediate  surface,  and  there  organizing,  is  what  gives  us 
the  fibrous  stage  of  all  tubercles,  that  have  such  a  stage. 
Then,  when  the  tubercle  softens,  the  organized  fibrin  in  it 
softens  with  the  rest ;  that  is,  undergoes  retrograde  meta- 
morphosis, or  breaks  down  in  the  exact  inverse  order  of  its 
original  construction  by  separating  into  fibrils,    and  these 
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fibrils  breaking  up  into  segments,  or  the  so-called  rod-like 
bacteria,  while  the  segments  separate  into  their  original 
granules,  or  the  assumed  micrococci,  and  furnish  Professor 
Koch  with  all  the  bacteria  he  claims  to  exist  in  tubercles. 

So  much  for  bacteria  in  general  in  tubercles.  Now  we 
come  to  another  and  more  specific  point  that  may  seem  to 
many  difficult  to  surmount.  Prof.  Tyndall  quotes  Koch  on 
the  following  point:  *'It  was,"  he  says,  ''in  the  highest 
degree  impressive  to  observe  in  the  center  of  the  tubercle- 
cell  the  minute  organism  which  had  created  it."  And  the 
editor  of  the  New  York  Medical  Record  says  in  speaking  of 
Koch's  "minute  bacillus"  of  tubercles  ;  *'*It  is  rod-shaped 
and  from  one-fourth  to  one-half  the  length  of  a  red  blood- 
corpucles."  These  are  specific  and  positive  assertions  as 
to  the  form  size  and  nature  of  the  bodies  which  Koch  claims 
to  have  seen — ^and  let  it  be  understood  that  no  questioi)  is 
here  raised  as  to  his  having  seen  such  bodies.  He  has  un- 
doubtedly given  us  the  facts  correctly  upon  this  point,  but 
it  is  his  assumption  as  to  the  nature  of  these  objects  that  is 
disputed,  and  to  understand  this  we  must  again  digress  to 
other  matters. 

Many  times  during  the  last  twenty  years  have  I  asserted 
that  every  tubercular  cell  is  nothing  but  a  decolorized  red 
blood-  corpuscles.  The  causes  of  this  change  of  the  natural 
'  healthy  cells  of  the  blood  to  the  most  deadly  of  all  morbid 
cells  that  prey  upon  organized  life  is  as  far  removed  from 
bacteria  as  heaven  is  from  that  place  to  which  the  writer  ex- 
pects to  be  speedily  consigned  for  having  written  this  paper. 

It  is  the  circulation  of  the  colored  blood-corpuscles  in 
the  two  watery  blood  of  the  consumptive  that  decolorizes 
many  of  them  ;  that  is,  the  older  and  weaker  of  them,  just 
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as  other  organic  structures  of  color  are  bleached  when  hav- 
ing to  exist  in  a  medium  that  is  too  watery  for  their  nature. 
Then  they  (these  decolorized  blood-corpuscles)  are  depos- 
ited ar  congested  in  the  capillaries,  and  fibrin  is  poured  out 
around  them,  where  it  coagulates  to  inclose  the  mass,  and 
the  whole  becomes  an  organized  tubercle.  In  many,  if  not 
in  all  cases,  in  the  first  stage  of  the  disease,  other  blood 
corpuscles  not  decolorized  before  their  deposit  become  also 
congested  along  with  those  that  are,  and  many  times  inde- 
pendently of  them,  under  the  strong  congestive  tendencies 
of  some  tuberculous  subjects,  after  which  such  corpuscles 
are  also  decolorized  by  the  chronic  or  sub-acute  inflamma- 
tion which  they  excite,  have  fibrin  extravasated  and  organs 
ized  around  them,  aud  they,  too,  then  become  tubercular 
corpuscles,  and  constitute  in  mass  a  tubercle. 

Here,  then,  is  the  simple  story  of  the  immediate  cause 
of  the  organization  of  all  tubercles,  wherever  formed  in 
animal  life,  and  with  which  bacteria  has  no  more  to  do  in 
any  case  than  they  have  to  do  with  the  creation  of  healthy 
blood  corpuscles  in  the  first  instance,  or  than  we  had  with 
the  creation  of  the  world. 

A  little  further  explanation  of  facts,  and  then  we  will 

be  prepared  to  understand  Professor  Koch's  bacteria  within 

the  tubercle-cell,  as  well  as  those  distributed  through  the 

tuberculer  mass  outside  of  the  individual  cells,  which  has 

already  been  explained.     We  all  know  the  fact  that  fibrin  is 

held  in  perfect  solution  in  the  serum  of  the  blood,  and  also  that 

it  passes  through  the  walls  of  the  capillaries,  while  thus  held 

in  solution,  without  the  slightest  apparent  hindrance,  or  as 

readily  as  it  would  through  a  sieve.     And  we  further  know 

that  the  serum  and  whatever  is  in  solution  in  it,  fibrin  and 

all,  passes  just  as  readily  throuh  the  walls  of  the  blood  cor- 
puscles inwardly  to  mingle  with  their  contents  as  it  does 
through  the  capillary  walls.     Indeed  the  liquid  contents  of 
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the  blood  corpuscles  are  the  same  as  the  serum  of  the  blood, 
with  hsematin  added  thereto,  to  give  them  their  color.  And 
still  agamall  know,  or  ought  to,  that  wherever  blood  stag- 
nates under  congestion, and  especially  so  under  inflammation, 
the  fibirn  in  the  serum  commences  at  once  to  coagulate  into 
granules  which  soon  unite  to  form  fibrils.  Lehmann  says 
this  coagulation  of  fibirn  "goes  on  within  the  vessels  of  the 
living  body  as  soon  as  the  blood  ceases  to  circulate." 

Well,  then,  what  happens  to  fibrin  held  in  solution  in 
the  serum  which  is  retained  in  the  congested  vessels,  must 
also  happen  to  the  fibirn  held  in  solution  in  the  serum  re- 
tained within  the  walls  of  blood  corpuscles  held  by  conges- 
tion ;  that  is,  it  must  be  coagulated  first  into  granules, 
which  soon  join  together  into  minute  fibrils  within  the  cor- 
puscles. There  can  pe  no  other  possible  result,  because 
wherever  fibrin  stagnates,  and  especially  when  brought  under 
inflammatory  action,  as  in  all  softened  tubercles, there  it  uni- 
versally coagulates. 

Then,  all  tupercular,  corpuscles  being  simply  decolor, 
ized  blood  corpuscles,  and  nothing  else,  which  hold  within 
them  fibrin  in  solution,  this  must  be  coagulated  in  the  way 
above  pointed  out,  and  thus  furnish  Dr.  Koch,  with  his  bac- 
teria here,  too,  the  same  as  throughout  the  mass  of  tubercle, 
outside  the  special  cells.  You  will  remember  the  point  in 
this  connection  already  given  from  the  editor  of  the  New 
York  Mtdical  liecord,  that  the  tubercular  bacteria  of  Koch 
are  '*  rod-shaped,  and  from  one-fourth  to  one-half  the  length 
of  a  red  blood-corpuscle,"  which  would  be  the  exact  condi- 
tion of  the  fibrils  of  fibrin  coajrulated  within  the  blood-cor- 
puscles,  as  just  described. 

And  here,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is  all  there  is  of  thi^^ 
much-talked  of  discovery,  which  has  led,  or  is  rapidly  lead- 
ing, to  a  new  bacteria  craze,  which,  unless  stopped,  must  still 
further  divert,  the  minds  of  physicians   from   disease  as  it 
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really  is  in  nature,  and  from  their  true  duty  in  healing  the 
afflicted,  by  creating  bugbears  that  they  know  nothing  of, 
or  how  to  combat,  and  which  only  leaves  them  helpless  in 
the  midst  of  doubts  and  fears,  that  have  no  foundation 
whatever  in  fact. 


MENS  SANA  IN  CORPOBE  SANO  »' 


BY    X.    V.    WRIGHT,    M.    D.,    OKMULKEE,    IXD.  TER. 


That  absolute  perfection  does  not  exist  on  earth,  is  a 
truism.  No  man  has  perfect  development.  No  organ  per- 
taining to  the  body  is  entirely  sound.  As  with  man's  organ- 
ism, so  with  his  mind  which  is  served  by  the  organism.  To 
be  entirely  sane  would  be  to  presei-ve  a  perfect  mind.  A 
perfect  mind  can  exist  only  in  conception,  and  therefore,  as 
has  been  said  by  high  authority,  we  are  all,  more  or  less  in- 
sane. "A  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body,  is  an  ideal,  never 
to  be  found  on  this  mundane  sphere' ' .  The  organism  reflects 
the  imperfection  of  the  mind,  and  every  abnormity  of  the  or- 
ganism has  its  reflex  action  upon  the  mind.  The  degenerative 
process  of  cerebral  disease, preceding  insanity,and  the  disease 
of  circulatory,  respiratory,  digestive  and  genital  organs  which 
follow  the  accession  of  insanity,  are  but  the  most  palpable 
examples  of  reflexion.  There  are  many  variations  from 
normal,  which  are  powerful  in  reflexion,  but  are  too  occult, 
or  too  slight,  in  primary  action,  for  man  with  his  present 
knowledge  of  pathology  and  psychology  to  distinguish. 

Furthermore,  it  is  often  impossible  to  determine  whether 
the  pathological  condition  of  the  body  has  been  caused  by  the 
insanity,  or  the  insanity  has  been  caused  by  the  pathological 
condition.  We  know  that  there  are  absolute  laws  of  reflex- 
ion, and  uhat  the  reciprocal  action  of  mind  upon  body,  and 
body  upon  mind,  if  at  all  excentric,  and  if  the  eccentricity 
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is  not  overcome  by  vis  medicatrix  naturae^  or  some  other 
remedial  measure,  will  finally  end  in  the  complete  subversion 
of  mind  or  body,  or  both  ;  yet,  excepting  a  few  diseases  of  the 
brain,  and  such  diseases  as  nyphomania,  man  has  been  able 
to  trace  but  little  relation  between  pathological  state  and 
particular  forms  of  insanity.  We  know  there  is  reflex  action, 
it  may  be  re-reflective,  through  numerous  changes,  but  we 
can  seldom  trace  the  senuosities.  A  man  may  be  afflicted 
with  a  particular  form  of  insanity  and  his  organism  may  be 
laboring  under  a  certain  pathological  state,  but  we  have  no 
datum  for  the  assertion  that  the  physical  disease  has  caused 
the  insanity,  or  that  the  insanity  has  caused  the  physical 
disease ;  for,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  most  persons  with  that 
particular  form  of  disease  are  free  from  that  form  of  insan- 
ity, and  vice  versa. 

It  is  said  of  Guiteau  :  '*The  penis  showed  there  had 
been  an  erection  and  emission ;  there  was  a  tight  propuce 
with  slight  adhesion  and  abundant  smegma."  Dr.  Corn- 
stock,  in  commentinja^  upon  their  appearance  in  the  Clini- 
cal Review,  July,  1882,  page  193,  uses  the  following  lan- 
guage: "I  make  the  assertion  that  Giteau's  sexual  abnor- 
mal condition  may  have  been  without  doubt  one  factor  in 
praducing  his  peculiar  mental  condition."  If  the  doctor 
was  simply  indulging  in  conjecture,  he  was  only  exercising 
a  right  common  to  the  human  family,  and  doubtless  numer- 
ous less  talented,  less  useful  members  of  the  fhedical  fra- 
ternity have  made  the  same  guess,  though  we  young  practi- 
tioners are  accustomed  to  receive  from  him  better  food.  If, 
however,  he  has  arrived  at  a  scientific  conclusion  it  is  due  to 
us  that  he  should  give  process  by  which  the  conclusion  has 
been  reached,  for  he  has  by  his  valuable  teachings  led  us  to 
expect  from  his  pen  nothing  but  what  we  can  turn  into  ac- 
tual use. 

For  one,  I  confess  my  inability  to  perceive  how  the 
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conclusion  has  been  reached.  Had  Guiteau  exhibited  less 
mental  power  than  the  size  and  texture  of  the  brain  indi- 
cated, then  we  might  say  that  the  peripheral  irritation  weak- 
ened the  mental  force,  but  how  a  tight  prepuce  and  conse- 
quent irritation  of  the  glans  penis  can  cause  abnormal  devel- 
opment of  those  portions  of  the  brain  in  which  phrenolo- 
gists locate  firmness,  self-esteem,  wonder,  spirituality  and 
destructiveness  with  less  development,  or  rather  shrinkage, 
where  conspientiousness  and  benevolence  is  said  to  be  lo- 
cated, is  certainly  beyond  my  conception,  Had  Guiteau's 
insanity  exhibited  itself  in  concupiscence,  it  might  be  in- 
ferred that  the  pathological  state  caused  the  insanity,  though 
many  would  consider  this  inference  far-fetched  ;  for  a  ma- 
jority of  those  persons  who  are  insanely  amorous  have  not 
a  tight  prepuce,  and  but  a  very  small  per  cent,  of  those  who 
have  a  tight  prepuce  are  insanely  amorous.  My  experience 
has  led  me  to  believe  that  a  much  larger  proportion  of  dark 
skin  people  than  of  whites  have  abnormal  sexual  organs.  It 
is  not  uncommon  for  an  Indian  to  have  tight  prepuce  with 
<idhesions,  and  as  the  sebaceous  glands  are  more  active  in 
dark-skin  than  in  white  people,  the  smegma  is  of  course 
more  abundant.  Yet,  but  few  Indians  become  what  is  gen- 
erally known  as  insane,  and  I  never  heard  of  an  Indian 
being  insanely  amorous.  An  iiTdividual  of  ordinary  physi- 
cal stamina  who  has  moderately  indulged  his  sexual  appe- 
tite if  entirely  withdrawn  from  the  opposite  sex  and  as  im- 
moderately fed  as  was  Guiteau,  would  be  apt,  either  in 
dreams  or  waking  hours,  to  have  emissions  following  erec- 
tions ;  but  I  cannot  conceive  tjiat  such  a  process  under  such 
circumstances  can  have  any  bearing  upon  an  abnormal  phsy- 
chological  condition  which  has  existed  for  years. 

The  truth  is  that  nothing  since  Guiteau's  death  up  to 
the  present  time,  July  24th,  which  cau  give  ua  more  light 
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in  the  pathology  of  insanity  has  been  discovered.  With  an 
ill-balanced  mind  inherited  from  his  father  he  was  so  reared 
that  his  good  qualities  were  starved  and  his  bad  qualities 
were  nourished.  Had  he  received  different  treatment  dur- 
ing his  early  life,  he  might  have  become  a  good  man. 

In  the  sentence  preceding  the  above  quoted  remarks  of 
doctor  he  tells  us  :  "The  abolishing  of  the  Jewish  rite  of 
circumcision  was  a  great  mistake  ;  it  should  have  been  per- 
petuated." This  assertion  has  been  made  by  others  also. 
In  fact,  it  has  been  iterated  and  reiterated  so  often  within 
the  past  five  years  that  some  of  the  laity  are  beginning  to 
believe  that  the  Christians  in  said  abolishment  were  guiltv 
of  an  offense  against  the  laws  of  nature. 

We  are  told  in  substance  that  although  much  wisdom 
has  been  exhibited  in  so  nicely  adjusting  other  portions  of 
our  physical  structure,  yet  mere  foolishness  has  been  shown 
and  actual  injury  entailed  by  adding  to  the  otherwise  almost 
sy metrical  structure  the  worse  than  useless  foreskin.  I  can 
not  do  otherwise  than  dissent  from  such  views.  The  fore- 
skin has  its  mission.  During  infancy  it  protects  the  g. 
tysonii,  g,  odorifeeoe,  so  that  in  after  life  they  can  perform 
their  office  toward  the  extremity.  If  the  glans  penis  of  a 
person  who  has  been  circumcised  be  examined  it  will  he 
found  to  be  abnormally  dry  ;  its  surface  neither  perform- 
ing properly  the  functions  of  a  mucus  membrane,  nor  af- 
fording such  protection  as  should  be  given  by  the  cuticle. 
It  has  lost  its  place  in  the  human  economy  and  has  parted 
with  its  acute  sensibility.  The  opposite  sex  is  also,  by  the 
circumcision  of  man,  deprived  in  part  of  a  sensation  which 
(iod  intended  that  she  should  experience. 

With  i)roper  hygienic  measures  the  foreskin  is  no  more 
apt  to  cause  disease  than  any  other  anatomical  appendage. 
Where  people  neglect  to  wash  their  face,  as  among   the 
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Arabs,  the  East  and  North  American  Indians,  diseases  of 
the  eyes  are  prevalent.  When  the  genital  organs  are  ne- 
glected, an  ^'abundance  of  smegma"  will  cause  disease  of 
the  same  nature  as  is  caused  by  stale  excretions  around  the 
eyes  of  an  unwashed  face.  Yet,  who,  in  order  to  encour- 
age filth,  would  rob  a  human  being  of  any  portion  of  his 
heritage  from  nature? 


OUB  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Vienna,  Austria,  Sept.  10,  1882. 

Dear  Dr.  Valrntine — As  you  requested  I  will  now 
attempt  to  give  you  a  letter  about  medical  matters  here  and 
and  in  London.  Every  medical  man  in  America  is  more  or 
less  interested  in  European  medicos.  To  give  you  all  the 
points  that  I  have  seen  since  I  have  been  here  would  take 
more  time  than  I  can  spare,  and  in  addition  fill  your  journal 
from  beginning  to  end.  For  fear  that  I  may  become  dull  I 
will  endeavor  to  make  this  as  short  as  possible. 

As  soon  as  I  could  after  arriving  in  London  I  called  on 
Dr.  J.  C.  Burnett  at  his  Finsbury  circus  oflSce,  but  unfor- 
tunately his  waiting  room  was  full,  and  as  I  was  in  a  hurry 
I  did  not  see  him,  but  promised  myself  this  pleasure  for  the 
next  day,  when  he  could  be  at  his  Holis  street  office.  His 
hours  are  from  11a.  ra.  to  3  p.  m.,  alternating  days  be- 
tween the  two  places.  I  was  more  fortunate  on  my  second 
visit,  having  only  to  wait  about  a  half  an  hour.  When  my 
time  arrived  I  was  informed  by  his  lady  attendant  that  I 
could  walk  in.  I  found  the  doctor  a  very  pleasant  and 
agreeable  gentleman.  Seemed  much  pleased  to  see  an  Amer- 
ican. After  I  had  taken  up  as  up  as  much  of  his  time  as 
was  my  share,  I  said  good  morning,  and  at  his  request  call- 
ed on  Prof.  A.  C.  Pope,  whom  I  fortunately  found  at  leis- 
ure, but  unfortunately  it  was  about  the  close  of  his  office 
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hours,  yet  he  entertained  me  very  pleasantly,  and  when  he 
was  about  to  leave  he  gave  me  a  very  cordial  invitation  to 
call  on  Prof.  Brown  and  lunch  with  him.  I  thanked  him  for 
the  kind  invitation,  and  asked  what  Prof.  Brown  thought  of 
his  generous  manner  of  inviting  people  to  lunch  with  him? 
"Oh  !"  he  said,  * 'Brown  rather  likes  to  meet  his  callers  this 
way,  as  he  can  enjoy  their  company  much  better,  his  office 
hours  being  over  he  would  not  likely  to  be  bothered  by  call- 
ers or  be  interrupted."  He  said,  however,  that  Brown  was 
not  at  home,  being  in  France,  but  would  be  back  in  a  few 
days.  I  called  at  the  time  mentioned  and  found  Dr.  Brown 
quite  as  agreeable  as  either  of  the  others,  and  sure  enough 
he  invited  me  to  lunch,  and  I  naturally  accepted.  Before 
we  had  gotten  through  Prof.  Pope  was  announcrd.  After 
enjoying  the  society  of  these  eminent  and  agreeable  gen- 
tlemen for  about  an  hour,  I  said  good  afternoon,  took  a  two 
wheeler  for  my  hotel,  promising  to  visit  the  London  Homoe- 
opathic Hospital  before  I  left  the  city.  After  looking 
through  St.  Pauls,  Westminister  Abbey,  British  Museum, 
picture  gallcrys  without  number  and  a  thousand  and  one 
other  sights  that  every  one  ought  to  see,  we  visited  the 
HomcBopathic  Hospital.  I  sent  my  card  in  by  the  janitor, 
and  was  soon  met  by  Dr.  Frank  H.  Shaw,  resident  medical 
officer,  who  very  kindly  showed  us  all  over  the  building  and 
I  can  only  say  that  everything  was  neat  and  clean.  In  look- 
ing through  the  wards  I  observed  the  names  of  persons  on 
the  doors.  On  enquiring  what  it  was  I  was  informed  that 
the  wards  were  named  after  the  donors,  and  most  of  the 
wards  were  supported  by  the  persons  whose  names  we  saw. 
One  ward  was  named  Hahnnemann,  after  the  great  master. 

This  he  said  was  supported  by  the  general  fund.  The  last 
thing  shown  was  the  lecture-room  or  medical  college.  A 
smile  crossed  my  face  when  I  looked  at  it.  The  furniture 
consisted  of  a  few  chairs  and  a  table  behind  where  the  pro- 
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fessor  stood  when  he  delivered  bis  lecture.  I  am  not  cer- 
tain, but  I  think  I  was  told  that  the  class  last  winter  num- 
bered thirteen.  I  do  not  want  you  to  think  that  I  smiled 
with  contempt  at  this  small  showing.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
is  true.  When  I  thought  of  what  terrible  opposision  they 
had  to  contend  with,  and  the  thousand  and  one  things  that 
would  come  to  clog  the  wheel  of  their  car  of  progress,  I  ad- 
mired their  manliness  to  stand  up  and  fight  for  a  principle, 
when  they  could  do  much  better  by  joining  the  majority. 
There  are  but  few  men  in  England  that  have  the  courage  to 
say  that  they  believe  in  homoeopathy.  Prof.  Brown  in  his 
conversation  one  day  said  that  Ringer  had  *done  our  school  a 
great  deal  of  harm  in  England,  teaching  in  a  sense  crude 
homoepathy,  and  at  the  same  time  condemning  it,  yet  many 
of  the  weak-kneed  brethren  would  go  over  to  him,  as  his 
teachings  aae  considered  orthordox  by  the  faculty.  Homoe- 
opathy does  not  hold  the  position  here  that  it  does  with  us. 
Yet  all  the  gentlemen  I  have  named  are  doing  well.  They 
are  all  first-class  men,  and  would  do  well  anywhere.  Ho- 
moeopathy has  reason  to  be  proud  of  all  of  them,  not  only 

■ 

for  their  eminence,  but  for  their  bravery.     All  honor  to  our  ^ 

noble  English  brothers.     At  an  urgent  invitation  frontjProf.  ! 

Pope  I  had  intended  to  have  visited  the  Medical  Conven-  ; 

tion  that  met  in  Edinburg,  Scotland,  on  the  7th  of  this  \ 

month,  but  as  some  of  my  friends  were  anxious  to  go  over 
in  Germany,  I  was  persuaded  against  my  will,  thinking  that 
I  could  get  back  in  time,  but  after  I  got  here  I  found  my- 
self so  completely  used  up  that  I  concluded  to  forgo  the 
pleasure,  I  have  many  thinge  to  tell  you  about  this  place 
in  a  medical  way,  but  I  will  not  take  any  more  of  your  time 
at  present,  but  will  promise  to  do  better  in  my  next. 

Yours  fraternally, 

W.  T.  Branstrup. 
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The  Hygiene  of  Catarrh  of  the  Throat,  Nose  and  Ears. 
By  Thos.  Rumbold,  M.  D.  Second  edition.  Sixteen  illustrations.  St. 
Louis  Med.  Journal  Pub.  Co.,  1882.    190  pp. 

We  received  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  and  find  this  one  much 
altered  in  appearance  with  some  new  material.  The  author  has  some 
original  modes  of  his  own  on  sanitation  and  treatment  that  do  not  har- 
monize with  other  men^s  views,  but  they  are  entitled  to  consideration, 
as  catarrh  is  a  disease  not  often  cured  in  this  climate,  hence  sanative 
measures  are  always  in  order.  This  book  makes  no  pretentions  to  treat- 
ment, and  takes  the  ground  that  preventing  is  as  much  our  businebs  as 
curing. 

Phthisis  Pclmonalis  or  Tubercular  Phthisis.  By  Gershani 
N.  Brigham,  M.  D.,  Graud  Rapids,  Mich.  Boericke  &  Tafel,  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  1S82,  244  pp.  quarto.     Price,  82.00. 

This  book  is  by  a  new  author,  and  will  require  some  critical  reading 
before  we  can  form  an  opinion.  \\  e  hardly  think  tho«^e  veteran  publish- 
ers would  take  hold  of  anything  unworthy. 

Diseases  of  Women.  Fifth  edition.  Medical  and  Surgical.  By 
R,  Ludlam,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111.  Duncan  Bros.,  1881.  This  is  a  very 
handsome  book  of  1,029  pages,  royal  quarto.    Price,  87.00  in  sheep. 

Every  practitioner  wants  this  book  and  can  not  do  without  it,  or  at 
least  ought  not.    Dr.  T.  G.  Comstock  will  review  it  in  our  next. 

American  Medicinal  Plants.  An  illustrated  and  descriptive 
guide  to  the  American  plants  used  as  horaooBpathlc  remedies.  Their 
history,  preparation,  chemistry  and  physiological  eflPects.  By  Ohas.  F. 
Mlllspaugh,  M  D..    Boericke  &  Tafel,  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

We  have  received  advance  8ample  pages  of  this  great  work,  showing 
the  character  and  quality  of  the  colored  plates  as  they  appear  in  the 
book,  drawn  in  every  case  and  colored  *'by  his  own  hand  from  the  spec- 
imens as  they  stand  in  the  soil."  The  work  is  to  be  sold  by  subscription 
only,  thirty   numbers    completing    it— sold    at    a  dollar    each.    The 
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plants  are  drawn  and  colored  to  life,  and  are  beautiful  and  artlstie.  The 
Rlood  Root^the  Skunk's  Cabbage,  the  Elecampane,the  Milkweed  and  the 
Blue  Flag  we  recognize  as  flowers  of  the  field  and  roadside  and  low- 
lands seen  when  a  boy,  and  have  now  been  lifted  by  latin  names  into  our 
new  remedies,  and  become  some  our  best  friends  in  the  sick  room.  We 
now  know  them  on  our  vials  as  sanginaria,  pothos,  faetidos  inula  Helen- 
ium,  asclepia  cornuti  and  the  iris  versicolor. 

The  Science  and  Art  of  Obstetrics.    By  Sheldon  Leavitt,  M 
D.,  Processor  of  Obstetrics  and  Clinical  Midwifry  in  Hahnemann  Medi- 
cal College  and  Hospital,  Chicago.    600  pp. 

We  have  received  the  proof  sheets  of  160  pages  of  this  new  work  to 
be  out  in  October,  and  have  looked  them  over  carefully  and  thoroughly. 
So  far  the  illustrations  are  new,  and  some  of  them  original,- and  all  well 
executed.  The  text  on  the  anatomy  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  physiology 
and  development  of  the  ovum,  shows  a  familiarity  with  the  best  author- 
ities. The  chapter  on  Diagnosis  of  Pregnancy,  and  the  drawings  show- 
ing the  location  of  the  areas  over  which  the  foetal  heart  beat  can  be 
heard  are  particularly  accurate  and  true.  If  these  first  four  chapters  are 
an  earnest  of  the  value  of  the  forth-coming  book,  then  we  shall  be  proud 
of  our  school  for  giving  us  such  a  man.  But  if  it  turns  out  at  the  end  to 
be  under  the  standard  one  jot  or  tittle,  then  American  Horoceopaths  will 
have  to  look  for  another  author  who  will  and  can  come  up  to  the  de^ 
mands  of  the  times  and  learning  of  the  profession.  The  publishers. 
Gross  &  Delbridge,  will  do  their  duty  and  present  the  book  handsomely. 

CONOENITAL  AURICULAR  MALFORMATION.  (Atresia  of  the  exter- 
nal meatus.)  By  James  A.Campbell,  M.  D.,  St,  Louis,  Prof,  of  Diseases 
of  the  Eye  and  £ar,  Horn.  Med.  College  of  Mo.  Reprint  from  the 
Trans,  of  the  American  O.  and  O.  Society. 

Prof.  Campbell  has  done  a  commendable  thing  in  having  this  very 
unusual  and  interesting  case  of  malformation  of  the  external  ear  illus- 
trared  by  artotypes  and  reprinted  and  furnished  to  the  profession. 
The  Professor  tells  us— and  he  is  authority  in  the  western  country— -that 
in  case  of  congenital  malformations  of  the  external  ear  you  may  look  for 
it  to  be  associated  with  modified  or  imperfect  development  of  the  rest  of 
the  auditory  apparatus.  In  this  case  there  was  an  occlusion  of  the  b^ny 
and  fieshy  parts  of  the  meatus  auditorius  externus.  The  operation  was 
for  the  deformity  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  audition. 

Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Homoeopathic  In- 
sane ASTLUM  at  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  made  to  the  Legislature.    By  Dr. 
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Selden  H.  Talcott,  Saperintendent. 

A  report  that  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  any  Asylum  in  the 
land.  ¥Li%  alma  mater — Hamilton  College— has  recently  conferred  upon 
him  the  honorary  title  of  LL.D.     We  are  glad  of  it. 

Annals  op  the  British  Hom.  Society  and  op  the  London 
HoM.  Hospital. 

Our  British  cousins  are  doing  good  worlc.  We  hope  they  will  one 
day  have  have  a  graduating  college,  then  they  will  move  forward  as  we 
do  in  America.    In  this  we  see  the  superiority  of  our  educational  laws. 

Vaccination.    By  D.  H.  Beckwith,  M.  D.  Cleveland,  O.    Reprint 
from  the  Trans.  Am.  Inst,  of  Hom.,  with  the  discussions  thereon  by  its 
members.    Session,  1882,  at  Indianapolis. 
t 

Transactions  of  the  American  Horaoeopathic  Ophthalmological 
and  Otological  Society.  Sixth  annual  meeting,  held  at  Indianapolis, 
June,  1882.  Price,  $1.00,  to  be  had  of  the  Secretary,  F.  Park  Lewis,  M. 
D.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

This  contains  many  valuable  papers  by  the  best  men  in  our  ranks. 
We  take  just  pride  in  our  O.  O.  confreres. 

Tkn  Years'  Experience  in  the  Treatment  of  Strictures  of  the 
Urethra,  by  Electrolysis.     By  Robt.  Newman,  M.  D.,  Now  York- 

The  use  of  Salacylates  in  acute  rheumatism.    No  name  attached. 

Some  observations  on  the  Therapeutic  use  of  Alcohol.  By  Alfred 
K.  Hills,  M.  D.,  New  York.  Reprint  from  the  New  York  Medical  Times 
for  August  ind  September,  1882. 

A  .louRNAL  OP  Travels  in  Europe  during  the  summer  of  1881.  By 
C.  Pearson,  M.  D.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

We  have  read  it  through  with  pleasure,  and  laughed  at  its  quaint 
humor.  For  sea-sickness  he  has  never  seen  a  more  sure  or  permanent 
cure  than  the  sight  of  land.  As  a  sanitary  measure  he  cannot  recom- 
mend a  sea  voyage,  as  he  came  back  fourteen  pounds  lighter  than  when 
he  embarked.  How  could  he.  and  still  carry  that  big  gold-he&ded  cane 
and  the  time-honored  plug  hat? 

A  Treatise  on  Antiseptic  Medication,  or  Declat's  Method.  By 
Nicho  Francis  Cooke,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Chicago,  HI. 

This  is  a  remarkable  little  book  indeed,  and  many  congratulations 
ought  to  be  addressed  to  its  author.  First,  for  his  promptness  to  write 
and  publish  it;  second,  for  the  able  and  condensed  manner  in  which  he 
has  explained  so  clearly  this  new  system  of  medicine,  and  given  the  moat 
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useful  points  or  instructions  necessary  to  apply  the  method  of  the  emi- 
nent physician  and  snrj^eon,  Q.  Declat,  of  Paris,  France. 

It  should  be  the  duty  of  every  physician  anil  surgeon  of  tne  world, 
provided,  of  course,  he  is  not  infatuated  with  his  knowledge,  no  matter 
to  what  school  he  belongs,  to  purchase  and  read  with  th«  greatest  atten- 
tion this  neat  little  volume,  as  he  will  learn  in  it  many  valuable  things, 
viz:  First,  how  to  use  this  powerful  medicine,  **the  phenio  acid," com- 
monly called  in  the  ynited  States  ^'carbolic  acid,"  which,  hy  the  by,  is 
not  an  acid  at  all.  Second,  that  Lister,  the  great- English  surgeon,  is  a 
plagiarist,  and  not  at  all  the  inventor  of  the  antiseptic  process  in  surge- 
ry, which  credit  belongs  entirely  to  Dr.  Declat.  Third,  that  the  blood 
corpuscles  are  not  what  we  generally  believed  them  to  be.  Fourth, 
that  the  germ  theory  is  far  from  being  a  delusion.  IHf  th,  that  protochlo- 
ride  of  iron  has,  like  carbolic  acid,  finally  been  produced  chemically 
f>ure  and  preserved  in  that  condition  by  a  new  process,  and  that  by  the 
help  of  these  two  medicines  combined,  many  valuable  lives  will  be  saved 
in  the  future,  when  all  hopes  seems  to  be  gone. 

The  savant  Dr.  Declat  in  his  late  visit  to  the  United  States  last 
spring  took  pleasure  to  teach  many  of  his  American  colleagues 
how  so  apply  his  splendid  method  against  the  many  dreaded  diseases 
known  until  now  as  incurable,  and  that  with  the  most  remarkable  suc- 
cess. Dr.  N.  F.  Cooke  in  Chicago  was  like  myself  in  St.  Louis,  happy 
enough  to  receive  directly  from  the  mouth  of  the  celebrated  professor 
private  lessons,  taking  pleasure  to  minutely  explain  to  us  all  the  little 
details  of  his  method  of  treatment,  having  immediately  given  it  a  severe 
test,  we  have  been  gratifled  with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  T  shall 
say  that  it  is  not  a  panacea,  a  cuce-all,  but  in  diseases  of  a  parasitic  or 
vegetable  nature,  such  as  alga,,  fungus  palmella,  etc.,  it  works  admira- 
bly. 

For  the  benefit  of  all  those  whom  it  may  concern,  I  shall  say  in  con- 
clusion that  the  success  obtained  in  Chicago  and'  illustrated  in  his  book 
by  Dr.  N.  P.  Oooke,either  in  tuberculo8is,cancer,diphtheria,  intermittent 
fever,  ulcers,  etc.,are  exactly  similar  to  mine  here  in  St.  Louis,  and  lean 
guarantee  this.  If  any  physician  follows  Declat  ^s  method  a  la  lettre 
(strictly^  he  will  undoubtedly  succeed  in  the  same  identical  manner  as 
we  have  succeeded  ourselves. 

• 

This  treatise  on  antiseptic  medication  can  be  had  at  Gross  A  Del- 
bridge.  publishers,  Xo.  48  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  or  at  any  Hom.  Phar- 
macy. E.  A.  DE  CAILHOL, 

St.  Ix)uis,  October.  1882.  No.  1200  Grattan  St. 
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Returned.— Dr.  James  A.  Campbell  has  returned  from  a  month^s 
stay  arouiid  the  Lakes  of  Northern  Wisconsin  in  fine  health  and  spiriU. 
He  wants  it  known  that  the  Dr.  J.  A.Campbell  who  died  in  some  interior 
town  of  Missouri  during  his  absence  was  another  doctor  entirely.  Many 
thought  it  was  he  who  ^'shuffled  off  this  mortal  coil/'  and  he  has  been  re- 
peatedly congratulated  since  his  return  on  his  reappearance,  looking  so 
unlike  a  departed  spirit. 

Mrs.  M.  p.  Peahman,  M.  D.,  is  back  fn.>ra  Colorado,  looking  youth- 
ful, healthful  and  happy.    She  was  charmed  with  the    mountains  and 
springs,  attended  the  Exposition  at  Denver,  and  was  given  a  handsome 
.reception  by  Dr.  Everett.    She  reports  all  of  our  alumni  doing  well  in 
that  thrifty  country. 

The  AMERICAN  Public  Health  Association.— Let  as  many  of  us 
attend  as  can,  and  thus  give  our  homoeopathic  friends  in  Indianapolis  a 
lift  in  the  right  direction.  Dr.  W.  John  Harris  will  represent  us  from 
St.  Louis,  and  perhaps  some  others. 

Ohio  Deserted. — The  only  medical  journal  she  had,  the  Cincinnati 
AdvanM^  has  moved  to  Michigan.  Ohio  none,  Michigan  three.  0  tern- 
pora,  O  moren!  It  goes  into  the  faculty  of  tlie  University.  Dr.  H.  C. 
Allen  went  to  Cincinnati  and  purchased  it— lock,  stocl<  and  barrel.  The 
lock  was  a  little  rusty,  the  stock  was  a  little  worm-eaten,  the  barrel  was 
a  smooth  bore,  and  carried  but  one  ball,  and  that  a  little  too  hign  for  tho 
mark.  We  like  the  Advance^  but  we  don't  like  to  see  a  surfeit  of  journal- 
ism in  one  ^tate,  and  another  State^  with  two  splendid  colleges  and  no 
journal. 

Dr.  H.  E.  Beebe,  of  Sidney,  Ohio,  ex-Sec'y  of  the  Ohio  State  So- 
ciety, called  on  us  the  3d.  He  was  attracted  this  way  to  see  Veiled 
Prophet^s  procession  and  illumination. 

Prop.  Wm.  C.  Richardson  has  returned  from  a  vacation  trip  in  the 
mountains  of  Colorado,  much  rested  and  improved  in  health.  He  writes: 
"I  am  busy  on  a  revised  edition  of  my  work  on  "Obstetrics,  and  will  be 
thankful  to  any  of  your  readers  for  obstetrical  hints  of  every  kind.  I 
want  to  make  this  new  edition  a  credit  to  the  school.  It  will  be  much  en- 
larged, elegantly  printed  and  bound,  and  up  to  the  times  on  all  points,in 
fine, a  practicable  and  complete  work  on  Obstetrics— a  companion  volume 
to  Ludlam  on  "Disease  of  Women,"  and  Duncan  on  "Disease  of  Chil- 
dren." Send  any  hints  or  suggestions  to  Wm.  C.  Richardson,  M.  D.. 
721  Chestnut  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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May  S,  1882. 
Dr.  Kent  presented  the  following  paper : 

PICRIC    ACID. 

When  a  homoeopathic  physician  becomes  familiar  with 
the  pathogenesis  of  a  medicament,  he  learns  to  regard  it  as  a 
friend  because  of  its  usefulness  when  he  is  in  need.  Picric 
acid  has  often  served  me  when  in  need.  It  has  relieved 
human  distress  where  other  means  had  failed.  It  fills  a 
space  not  occupied  by  even  analagous  agents. 

The  symptoms  of  exhaustion  a8  marked  in  this  remedy 
distinguish  it  as  possessing  a  pathogenesis  distinct  and  fre- 
quently useful.  The  general  weakness  of  mind  and  muscle, 
the  loss  of  sensation  and  motion  of  the  lower  extremeties, 
and  the  disturbance  of  the  sexual  functions  point  to  it  as  a 
remedy  of  frequent  usefulness.  Of  the  mental  symptoms, 
I  must  say,  I  know  of  no  remedy  that  so  closely  resembles 
the  symptoms  of  softening  and  imbecility,  confusion  and 
total  abolition  of  tqemory  and  reason  as  are  found  in  pimc 
acid.  Anguish  and  fear  are  marked  upon  the  countenance 
no  less  than  in  aconite  and  arseriicu^ny  yet  the  anguish  is 
not  that  resulting  from  an  intelligence  as  in  aconite.  It  is 
an  anguish  that  is  wholly  from  an  imaginary  mental  suffer- 
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ing,  as  the  patient  is  not  capable  of  reasoning  or  measuring 
danger  or  sensations.  This  remedy  has  a  head  pain  that  is 
very  intense ;  it  is  early  in  the  order  of  succession,  and  is 
not  accompanied  with  the  expression  of  passive  anguish 
mentioned  above.  The  pain  passes  off  and  gives  place  to 
analgesia. 

Virtigo,  sensation  of  fullness,  as  if  the  brain  were  too 
large  for  the  cranium,  with  a  sensation  as  if  a  tight  band 
were  constricting  the  head,  are  prominent  features  of  picric 
acid.  Aversion  to  mental  and  physical  work,  and  abolition 
of  will  are  common  symptoms.  Perhaps  the  most  salient 
feature  of  the  drug  is  its  tendency  to  produce  a  loss  of  mus- 
cular power,  a  loss  of  sensation  in  the  lower  extremities, 
showing  its  transverse  effect  upon  the  lower  or  lumbar  por- 
tion of  the  spinal  cord. 

The  provers  have  all  realized  a  perceptable  weakness  of 
the  lower  extremeties  with  ancesthesia,  and  intensity  of  ven- 
ereal excitability  is  found  under  no  other  agent  so  great . 

Dogs  have  lost  the  power  of  motion  of  the  hind  limbs  up 
to  the  lumbar  cord,  and  the  cord  manifested  venous  tur- 
gescence  under  macroscopic  examination,  as  high  up  as  the 
eighth  dorsal  vertebra,  a  similar  macroscopical  appearance 
was  found  in  gray  matter  of  the  cerebrum. 

The  effect  of  picric  acid  on  the  blood  is  no  less  striking. 
It  destroys  the  red  globules,  and  in  addition  to  the  pallor,  h 
deposit  of  green  or  greenish  yellow  coloring  matter  appears 
in  the  skin  that  might  be  mistaken  for  jaundice  or  Addison's 
disease.  The  lines  of  indication  for  this  remedy  are  broader 
than  those  of  many  of  our  remedies,  and  we  do  not  need  to 
go  so  deeply  into  the  finer  features  of  symptomatology. 

The  mental  weakness,  confusion,  &c.,  the  weakness  and 
anaesthesia  of  the  lower  extremities,  the  sexual  excitement 
gives  us  land  marks  that  are  leading  and  useful  from  their 
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frequency  in  occurrence.  The  most  prominent  beneficial 
results  that  1  have  observed  were  in  brain-fag  and  paralysis. 
The  symptoms  of  pianc  acid  present  a  striking  contrast  to 
rmoovomica.  The  grand  characteristic  is  exhaustion  of  mind 
and  body,  and  not  irritability  of  temper  as  in  nux-vomica . 
The  nux-vomica  patient  is  impatient,  and  his  symptoms  are 
marked  by  excitement ;  the  picric  acid  patient  is  tired  and 
"logy,"  prostrated,  stupid  and  wants  to  lie  down,  which 
improves  him  only  while  in  the  recumbent  posture. 

It  is  not  a  weakness  that  comes  and  goes  like  a  cactus  or 
a  Pulsatilla  case ;  it  is  long  lasting  and  passes  off  after 
many  days. 

In  getting  relief  from  rest  it  resembles  phosphorus,  but  it 
has  not  the  stool,  the  thirst  for  ice  cold  drinks  nor  the  burn- 
ing of  that  remedy.  I  have  selected  a  few  cases  out  of  my 
note  book  to  show  you  what  I  am  doing  with  this  agent. 

Case  1.  A  clergymen  who  had  been  a  zealous  worker 
and  a  great  student,  consulted  me  for  mental  exhaustion 
(  brain-fag )  and  general  prostration.  It  had  come  ou  slowly. 
He  had  been  up  North  and  at  **  watering  places,"  and  been 
treated  by  the  Allopathic  Neurologists,  but  without  benefit. 
Electricity  had  not  been  of  any  service  to  him.  He  con- 
sidered himself  failing  constantly,  not  in  flesh  but  in 
strength.  Symptoms,  were  constant  pain  in  frontal  region 
with  fullness  and  sensation  of  constriction  ;  pain  in  left  eye 
to  back  of  head,  tenderness  of  scalp  and  great  mental  weak- 
ness and  confusion  ;  his  mind  wandered  and  he  was  troubled 
by  fancies.  After  he  had  read  a  newspaper  he  must  lie 
down  and  rest.  He  was  troubled  with  diarrhoea  at  irregular 
intervals*;  stools  slimy  and  greenish.  His  general  exhaus- 
tion was  so  great  he  was  compelled  to  keep  his  bed  very 
much  of  the  time.  Rest  improved  him,  and  he  was  improv- 
ed in  the  open  air  when  the  weather  was  mild.     Phos.  im- 
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proved  him  but  not  permanentlj.  Picric  acid  9x.  improy«d 
him  from  the  first  dose  and  finished  the  cure  in  a  very  rapid 
manner. 

Case  2.  A  lawyer  who  had  been  engrossed  in  study  and 
close  application  to  business,  consulted  me  for  brain«-fag. 
His  leading  symptoms  were  pain  in  the  forehead  and  tem* 
pies  extending  to  occiput  and  down  between  the  shoulders. 
He  suffered  much  from  nausea,  and  his  tongue  was  loaded 
with  a  yellow  fir,  his  bowels  were  irregular ;  often  he  had 
a  diarrhoea  of  clay  colored  stool  mixed  with  greenish  slime. 
He  complained  of  great  exhaustion  after  motion  and  men-- 
tal  effort.  He  was  improved  by  rest  in  the  recumbent  posi<- 
tion,  and  in  the  open  air.  After  many  remedies  apparently 
indicated,  had  failed,  picric  acid  9x  improved  all  symptoms 
from  the  first  dose. 

Case  3.  A  lad  four  years  old  had  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis, and  was  left  with  a  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities 
otherwise  he  had  recovered.-  Three  months  from  the  acute 
attack  he  had  not  improved  from  the  usual  remedies.  Pir.- 
He  acid  12x.  improved  the  lad  from  the  beginning,  and  in 
six  weeks  he  was  well. 

Case  4.  »t  30,  Symptoms  ;  staggering  gait,  weakness  of 
lower  extremities,  not  apparent  but  real,  greater  on  the 
right,  anaesthesia  of  both  limbs  worse  below  the  knees  and 
worse  on  the  left,  reflexes  impaired  ankle — clonus  all  gone 
and  tendon  of  patella  much  impaired.  He  could  not  walk 
with  his  eyes  closed.  I  was  suspicious  that  his  posterior 
columns  were  sclerosed,  but  he  had  not  suffered  any  ful- 
gurating pains  or  any  head  or  eye  symptoms.  He  had  suf- 
fered from  painful  erections,  that  it  seemed  as  if  his  penis 
would  burst.  He  took  picric  acid  and  he  made  a  good  re- 
covery.    The  12x  was  given. 

In  brain-fag  I  would  be  lost  without  picric  acid^  although 
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1  managed   many  cases  before    I  knew  the   virtues  of  thit« 
remedy. 

I  can  imagine  many  conditions  that  this  remedy  would 
correspond  to.  It  has  been  eminently  useful  in  pernicious 
anaemia,  and  no  agent  has  so  close  a  resemblance.  As  it  is 
capable  of  abolishing  the  deep  reflexes,  suggests  its  utility 
in  tabes  dorsalis,  also  the  plantar  anaesthesia  so  common  in 
that  affection.  No  remedy  has  so  perfect  a  paraplegia  from 
congestion  as  this  one,  and  its  demonstration  is  found  in 
case  3.  The  priapism  so  often  found  in  congestive  cord 
troubles,  finds  its  homceopathic  remedy  in  picric  add.  It  is 
not  the  remedy  for  priapism  where  the  cause  is  an  inflamma- 
tory state  of  the  genital  organs  as  in  gonorrhoea,  but  where 
the  cause  is  hypersemia  of  the  spinal  cord,  this  agent  may 
be  indicated. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Cummings — Dr.  Franklin  used  to  value  varhoHv  and 
highl}' in  diphtheria  where  there  were  hanging  shreds.  Pic- 
ric  acid  is  closely  allied  to  carbolic  acid^  I  believe,  and 
might  be  beneficial  in  similar  conditions  of  the  throat.  In 
its  effect  upon  the  nervous  system  there  seems  to  be  some 
resemblance  to  cocoa.  Have  you  ever  used  it  in  throat  af- 
fections, Dr.  Kent? 

Dr.  Kent — No. 

Dr.  Kershaw — I  have  used  this  remedy  to  some  extent,  I 
have  given  it  to  most  of  my  locomator  ataxia  cases.  Dr.  S. 
A.  Jones  has  compared  the  remedy  with  silieea.  He  likens 
silicea  to  a  fine  high  bred  horse  that  goes  until  it  is  com- 
pletely exhausted,  and  pici^ic  acid  to  a  low  bred  horse  that 
is  always  exhausted.  The  essayist  made  no  mention  of  the 
lightening  like  pain  which  has  been  ascribed  to  the  drucr. 
I  have  given  it  in  locomotor  ataxia  attended  by  these  pains 
and  have  thought  that  it  mitigated  the  symptoms  somewhat. 
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I  have  used  it  in  va80-motor  paralysis,  paresis  and  paralysis. 
These  conditions  are  hard  to  cure,  but  I  have  had  results 
from  picric  acid  which  convinced  me  that  it  is  a  splendid 
remedy.  Cocoa  is  a  fine  remedy  for  brain-fag,  but  I  think 
it  acts  as  a  stimulant  and  must  be  given  in  considerable  doses. 
I  have  seen  patients  that  could  not  get  up,  relieved  by  it 
when  other  measures  had  tailed.  It  benefits  remarkably 
paraplegia  due  to  vaso-motor  paralysis.  There  are  some  of 
these  new  remedies  that  should  be  studied  more.  Some 
years  ago  I  experimented  with  tela,  with  the  result  of  reliev- 
ing several  asthmatic  coughs  within  a  few  hours. 

Dr.  Edmonds — Drs.  Kent  and  Kershaw  appear  to  be  at 
issue  upon  the  use  of  picric  acid  in  locomotor  ataxia.  Dr. 
Kent  uses  it  where  there  are  symptoms  resembling  those  in 
locomotor  ataxia,  but  having  a  different  origin,  while  Dr. 
Kershaw  uses  it  in  genuine  locomotor  ataxia. 

Dr.  Kent — Mv    statement   to    which  Dr.  Edmonds  refer?^ 

ft 

was  made  in  the  description  of  an  individual  case  which  was 
not  one  of  locomotor  ataxia.  I  think  the  remedy  maj'  have 
some  palliative  effect  in  that  disease. 

Dr.  Valentine — This  time  I  have  no  ammunition.  I  know 
nothing  about  the  drug  under  discussion.  Dr.  Kent  has 
brought  it  to  the  front  very  properly. 

Dr.  Richardson — Picric  Acid,  I  am  aware,  created  con- 
siderable brain-fag  up  in  Michigan,  among  those  who  were 
wrangling  over  its  pretended  merits,  but  I  know  nothing 
personally  of  the  drug.  I  am  rather  consei^vative  upon  the 
new  remedy  question,  believing  that  I  have  better  success 
with  the  remedies  that  I  know  something  about,  than  I 
would  have  if  I  were  continually  experimenting  with  the 
new  and  unknown.  The  experience  of  Dr.  Kent  and  others 
however,  proves  that  picric  acid  is  a  good  remedy.     Oocoii 
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I  have  regarded  as  a  maBCular  stimulant  rather  than  one  for 
a  more  purely  nervous  exhaustion. 

Dr.  Cummings — I  read  to-night  that  Dr.  Pennoyer  uses 
eoooa  extensively  for  nervous  exhaustion.  The  South 
Americans  use  it  for  muscular  weariness. 

Dr.  Walker — I  have  used  jncrir  arid  for  several  years, 
chiefly  m  the  form  of  carbozolate  of  ammonia.  It  was 
brought  into  notice  chiefly  by  the  controversy  between  Dr. 
S.  A  Jones  and  Dr.  Couch.  I  have  used  it  for  a  general 
played  out  condition  with  headache, such  as  occurs  frequently 
in  school  children.  Sometimes  the  headaches  may  be  peri- 
odic, having  a  malarial  appearance.  I  think  the  remedy  is 
applicable  to  a  class  of  the  affections  for  which  mix  is  gen- 
erally recommended.  But  in  the  use  of  this  as  well  ah 
other  drugs,  I  do  not  put  all  my  dependence  upon  the  i"e- 
medy  as  I  was  inclined  to  do  at  first.  I  remove  the  cause 
of  disease  jis  far  as  possible,  and  look  out  for  the  best 
hygienic  conditions.  Allen  recommends  piirnr  and  in 
satyriasis  and  progressive  anaemia.  It  has  some  resemblance 
to  phosph<^ros  and  nitrate  of  silver.  In  the  provings  on 
dogs,  it  produced  paraplegia  and  general  exhaustion.  It 
took  the  wag  all  out  of  their  tails,  I  think  it  effects  first  the 
cord,  then  the  cerebellum  and  last  the  cerebrum. 

Dr.  Kershaw — The  paralysis  of  the  hind  legs  shown  in 
the  proving  suggested  the  use  of  the  drug  in  locomotor 
ataxia,  but  in  this  complaint  there  is  not  true  paralysis.  It 
is  the  power  of  co-ordination  that  is  lost  and  not  the  power 
of  motion. 

Dr.  Kent — PuHc  acid  has  aneesthesia.  I  do  not  believe 
it  has  the  fulgurating  described  by  Dr.  Jones  and  referred 
to  by  Dr.  Kershaw.  They  did  not  appear  in  my  provings, 
nor  have  they  been  present  in  any  case  that  I  have  cured 
with  the  drug.     I  have  never,  cured  tabes  dorsali*^  with  this 
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dnig  or  anything  else.  Dr.  Cummings  compares  picric  acid 
to  cocoa.  I  think  picric  acid  has  hyperaemia  of  the  nerve 
centers,  while  cocoa  is  amplicable  to  anasmia.  Cocoa  as  or- 
dinarily used  is  a  stimulant  like  alcohol,  tea  and  coffee,  there 
being  nothing  homceopathic  about  its  use. 

Dr.  Edmonds — How  often  do  you  give  pitrric  acid? 

Dr.  Kent — Once  or  twice  a  day. 

Dr.  Kershaw — While  talking  of  exhaustion  I  want  to 
speak  of  massage.  I  have  helped  a  good  many  cases  by 
this  process.  John  Butler,  of  New  York,  has  got  up  a 
machine  that  dues  the  work  very  satisfactorily. 

Dr.  Richardson — I  have  had  a  number  of  cases  of  exhaus' 
tion  which  have  been  very  nicely  relieved  by  massage  as  ap-^ 
plied  in  the  Turkish  bath.  I  think  the  benefit  was  from  the 
massage.  I  understand  that  in  New  York  fully  one-half 
the  business  of  the  Turkish  bath  establishments  is  massage 
practiced  at  private  houses  at  the  recommendation  of  physi- 
cians. There  has  been  an  effort  to  introduce  the  practice 
here  but  without  much  success.  I  think  I  have  depended 
more  upon  massage  in  exhaustion  from  overwork  than  I 
have  upon  high  poten<nes. 

Dr.  Edmonds — I  have  a  habit  of  sending  patients  to  the 
bath  for  the  same  purpose,  but  I  send  directions  charging 
the  attendants  not  to  keep  the  patients  heated  up  to  long. 
A  full  Turkish  bath  every  day  would  debilitate  most  any 
body. 

Dr.  Kent — Weir  Mitchell,  of  Philadelphia,  has  written  a 
book  upon  massage,  containing  directions  for  greasing,  rub- 
bing and  high  feeding,  which  has  been  of  great  help  to  me 
especially  in  women.  The  Turkish  bath  should  be  used 
with  discretion.  I  have  lost  three  pounds  in  weight  from  a 
single  bath.  It  is  not  all  classes  of  patients  that  will  be 
benefitted  by  that  process. 
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Dr.  Kershaw — There  are  many  cases  of  brain-fag  that  the 
Turkish  bath  will  aggravate  greatly.  Some  women  faint 
from  a  warm  sitz  bath.  A  cold  bath  is  often  more  benefi- 
cial than  a  hot  one. 

Dr.  Walker — I  tried  massage  and  the  Turkish  bath  upon 
myself  before  I  recommended  them  to  my  patients.  I  think 
there  is  no  comparison  between  the  two.  Massage,  to  pro- 
duce it8  best  effect,  should  be  methodic,  and  I  do  not  think 
that  employed  at  the  baths  meets  the  requirements.  Mas- 
.•*age  should  be  thorough  and  applied  at  regular  intervals. 
For  business  men  the  morning  before  rising  is  a  proper  and 
convenient  time.  The  manipulator  is  engaged  to  go  every 
day  at  the  stated  time,  and  there  is  no  negle(*t  about  it 
For  women,  negro  or  mulatto  women  are  the  best  manipu- 
lators. I  have  three  or  four  trained  to  do  the  work  to  suit 
me.  There  is  more  art  about  the  process  than  one  would 
suppose.  I  have  a  patient  now  under  treatment,  a  former 
music  teacher  from  Chicago.  She  had  aphasia,  dropping  of 
one  side  of  the  face,  paresis  of  the  limbs,  agraphia,  and  at 
times  the  most  intense  neuralgia.  There  was  probably 
smcemia  of  the  brain.  I  put  her  in  bed  and  kept  her  there 
three  months,  having  massage  applied  regularly,  even  to  the 
tingers  and  toes.  I  think  the  fingers  and  toes  should  be 
i-ubbed  toward  the  body  and  not  from  it.  She  is  now  near- 
ly recovered.  I  think  liseases  due  to  anaemia  are  easier  to 
cure  than  those  due  to  hypereemia.  Another  patient,  a  girl 
of  15,  was  fat  and  pale,  with  hectic  cheeks,  had  been  lan- 
guid and  without  appetite  for  a  great  while.  I  had  her  put 
to   bed,  and  her  diet    limited  to    a  little  beef   broth,  barley 

water  and  milk,  for  about  two  weeks,  massage  being  regu- 
larly employed.  After  about  two  weeks  I  began  to  feed  her, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  month  her  muscles  were  hard  and  she 
could  eat  as  much  as  a  laborer.  Her  bowels  are  perfectly 
regular,  and  she  had  been  very  constipated  for  two  years. 
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Dr.  Morgan — It  seems  to  me  a  strange  procedure  to  put 
people,  who  are  only  suffering  from  laziness,  to  bed  and 
force  passive  exercise  upon  them.  Don't  you  think  a  little 
hard  work  would  have  straightened  out  that  last  patient  a 
good  deal  quicker  than  massage  ? 

Dr.  Walker — Yes,  but  she  would  not  do  it. 

W.  B.  Morgan,  Secretary. 


THE  FIB8T  RESECTION  OF  THE  STOMACH  IN  AMERICA, 


To  homoeopathy  belongs  the,  perhaps,  doubtful  honor  of 
performing  the  first  reported  operation  in  this  country  for 
resection  of  the  stomach.  The  gentleman  who  thus  aban- 
doned the  transcendental  globule  for  the  knife  is  Dr.  F.  W. 
Koehler,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

The  patient  was  a  woman,  sixty-five  years  of  age,  whose 
health  had  been  good  until  about  seven  months  previous  to 
the  operation.  She  then  began  to  suffer  from  various  gas- 
tric symptoms  indicating  the  presence  of  a  cancerous  growth. 

The  disease  progressed  rapidly.  A  tumor  appeared  ;  the 
patient  could  retain  nothing  on  the  stomach,  and  began  to 
emaciate.  During  the  last  few  days  she  was  nourished  by 
enemata.  The  patient  was  evidently  in  a  hopeless  condi- 
tion and  consented  to  have  an  operation  performed.  The 
only  contra-indication,  in  the  opinion  of  the  surgeons,  was 
the  age  of  the  patient,  her  strength  being  still  quite  good. 

The  operation  was  performed  upon  September  2nd,  and 
is  thus  described  in  the  N'ew  York  Medical  Times: 

**  The  patient  being  etherized  was  placed  upon  the  opera- 
ting table,  and  the  abdomen  having  been  well  sponged  off 
with  pure  tepid  water  the  operation  was  begun.  An  inci- 
sion through  the  abdominal   wall,  commencing  a  short  dis- 
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tance  below  the  ensiform  cartilage  and  terminating  just  be- 
low the  umbilicus,  was  made.  The  peritoneum  was  not  in- 
cised until  all  bleeding  from  the  abdominal  incision  had 
been  arrested.  This  having  been  accomplished,  the  abdo- 
minal cavity  was  opened  and  we  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
the  tumor  before  us.  The  stomach  was  partially  drawn 
from  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  it  was  then  found  that  the 
tumor  involved  the  anterior  wall  of  the-  greater  curvature, 
extending  from  near  the  pylorus  toward  the  cardiac  extre- 
mity. 

*'  I  now  made  an  incision  through  the  stomach  wall,  when 
it  was  discovered  that  the  cavity  of  the  organ  was  occupied 
by  an  offensive  material,  seemingly  a  mixture  of  decompos- 
ed food  and  cancer  tissue.  Before  proceeding  with  the  ex- 
cision of  the  tumor  this  material  was  all  carefully  sponged 
out,  especial  care  being  taken  to  prevent  any  of  it  gettinir 
into  the  abdominal  cavity.  Having  thoroughly  sponged  out 
the  stomach,  the  incision  was  rapidly  extended  all  around 
the  growth.  During  this  part  of  the  operation  three  arter- 
ies of  considerable  size  were  cut,  but  the  parts  were  so  ma- 
nipulated by  Dr.  v.  Donhoff  that  all  the  blood  flowed  into 
the  cavity  of  the  stomach,  and  as  ligatures  were  at  once 
thrown  around  the  vessels  they  gave  but  little  trouble.  All 
hemorrhage  having  been  arrested,  the  cut  edges  of  the 
stomach  were  brought  in  opposition  and  united  by  about 
forty  points  of  suture,  silk  soaked  in  melted  beeswax  and 
carbolic  acid  being  used  for  the  purpose.  This  part  of  the 
operation  was  very  tedious,  great  care  being  exercised  to  get 

the  edges  accurately  united.  Having  satisfied  ourselves  that 
4II  the  parts  were  absolutely  clean  and  that  all  hemorrhage, 
even  the  slightest  oozing,  had  been  arrested,  we  proceeded 
to  close  the  external  wound.  For  this  purpose  the  same 
variety  of  suture  that  had  been  used  in  the  stomach  incision 
was  made  use  of." 
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The  line  of  sutures  in  the  abdomen  was  hermetically  seal- 
ed with  oiled  silk  and  oollodion. 

The  Lister  method  was  not  employed. 

The  operation  lasted  about  one  hour.  The  patient  be- 
came quite  weak  at  times  during  its  progress,  and  at  the 
close  stimulants  had' to  be  given.  These  revived  her  tem- 
porarily, but  her  strength  failed  again,  and  she  died  five  and 
a  half  hours  later. 

A  post-mortem  examination  showed  np  heinorrhago. 

While  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  operation  was  skillfully 
done,  yet,  considering  the  age  and  weakened  condition  of 
the  patient,  it  does  not  seem  to  us  to  have  been  judicious 
surgerv. — Clinical  Record, 


Hypodekmic  Injection  of  Morphia  in  Iuueducible 
Hernia. — The  Gaz.  des  Hop.  refers  to  some  cases  of  hernia 
treated  by  Dr.  Philippe,  of  St.  Mande,  which,  failing  to 
yield  to  the  taxis,  did  so  promptly  to  a  hypodermic  injec- 
tion of  morphia  ;  and  it  is  suggested  that,  although  in  cer- 
tain well-defined  cases  nothing  but  prompt  recourse  to  the 
operation  should  be  thought  of,  there  is  in  other  cases  in 
this  procedure  a  powerful  means  of  action.! — Med.  T.  & 
Qaz.  May  (i. 


Sur<ficaf  Department,  2^3 


titgical  ^tv^timtnU 


PROF.    8.    B.    PAR80NS    IN    CHARGE. 


FIBKO-MYOMA    ATTACHED    TO    THE    RIGHT    OVARY    AH    A 

FLOATING    TIMOR OVARIOTOMY RECOVERY. 

S.-    B.     PARSONS,     M.     I). 

Mrs.  H ,  act  r)3  ;  American  ;  mother  of  three  children  ; 

was  brought  to  me  October  1st,  1X82,  from  the  southern 
pait  of  Missouri,  to  be  treated  for  an  abdominal  tumor, 
which  was  first  noticed  six  years  ago.  At  that  time  she 
suffered  considerable  pain  in  the  right  iliac  region,  besides 
having  many  other  ailments  common  to  pregnant  women, 
even  to  morning  sickness,  enlargement  of  the  mamma®,  &c., 
which  led  her  to  think  she  was  pregnant.  For  nearly  a  year 
these  continued  and  then  ceased,  excepting  the  abdominal 
pains,  which  continued  with  varying  severity  until  the  pre- 
sent time.  The  tumor  increased  in  size  during  this  period 
and  then  stopped  growing,  and  has  since  remained  station- 
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ary.     At  the  end  of  the  first  year  ascites  appeared  distend* 
ing  the  abdomen  to  an  immense  size,  completely  hiding  the 
tumor.     The   umbilicus  protruded   to  the   size   of  a  large 
orange,  and  became  still  larger  on  coughing  and  during  any 
violent  expiratory  or   forcing  act.     An  incision   was  made 
in  the  unbilicus  by  her  attending  physician  which  gave  exit  to 
eleven  gallons  of  water.     The  trnior  again  become  recogniz- 
able and  it  was  then  ascertained  that  by  pressing  it  could  be 
moved  from  one  side  of  the  abdomen  to  the  other,  or  up- 
wards or  downwards  at  will.     Twice  afterwards  the  ascites 
reappeared  and  as  many  times  removed  through  the  umbili- 
cus and  at  each  time  seven   gallons  of   fluid  ran  out.     The 
patient's  health  became  extremely  bad,  no  appetite,  restless 
nights,  night   sweats,  emaciation,  with   a  kidney  jiffection, 
manifested  by  the  passing  of  large  quantities  of  uHc  acid 
and  small  calculi,  were  prominent  symptoms  of  her  condi- 
tion.    When   she   came   under  my  care  she  was  cachectic, 
weak,  greatly  emaciated,  bowels  loose,  urination  very  fre- 
quent, the  urine  still  containing  large  quantities  of  uric  and 
and    occasionally    little  uric   acid   calculi,    nausea,    tongue 
red  and  very  foul,  pulse  110,  temperature  101^.     The   skin 
was  dry  and  harsh  on  the  legs,,  but  wet  with  prespiration  on 
the    body,  head    neck  and  arms.     Menstruation   had   been 
irregular,  sometimes  profuse  and  again  scanty.     The  abdo- 
men was  considerablv  distended  by  an  ascitic  fluid,  vet  the 
tumor  could    be  felt    in  the   hypogastric  region,  hard   and 
smooth  to  the  touch,  not  elastic  nor  fluctuating,  irregular  in 
shape,  feeling  not  unlike  the  angles  of  a  fcjetus  in  utero,  and 
could  be  pushed  in  any  direction  even  to  the  extent  of  being 
scarcely  felt  through  the  abdominal  or  vaginal  walls.  Vaginal 
examination  gave  no  evidence  \vh  itever  of  the  origin  of  the 
growth,  the   uterine  depth   was  normal,' and    movement  of 
the  tumor  did  not  move  the  womb.     Percussion  in  the  lum. 
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bar  region  showed  that  the  kidneys  were  in  their  proper 
places,  the  liver  and  spleen  were  neither  displaced  nor  en- 
larged. I  gave  no  opinion  as  to  what  the  growth  way,  nor 
where  it  was  attached,  except  that  the  earliest  pains  being 
in  the  right  iliac  region,  I  thought  it  most  probable  the  at- 
tachment was  to  some  of  the  structures  in  this  locality. 

The  patient  being  desirous  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
remove  it,  on  Oct.  4th,  assisted  by  Drs.  Gundelach,  Collis- 
son,  Harris  and  Shirley,  a  few  medical  students  being  also 
present,  I  performed  the  operation  of  ovaritomy  with 
antiseptic  precautions.  An  opening  was  made  in  the  median 
line,  down  to  the  peritoneum,  six  inches  long,  and  the  peri- 
toneal sac  then  opened  which  gave  exit  to  seven  gallons  of 
ascitic  fluid.  When  all  the  water  had  been  withdrawn  there 
was  not  the  least  sign,  externally,  of  any  tumor  in  the  abom- 
inal  cavity.  Introducing  my  hand  and  searching  among 
the  organs  it  was  at  last  found  lying  close  under  the  liver. 
Drawing  it  to  the  opening,  which  was  too  small  and  had  to 
be  lengthened  four  inches  more  before  it  could  be  removed 
from  the  cavity,  I  found  it  attached  by  a  pedicle  six  inches 
long  and  one-half  inch  thick,  to  the  extreme  outer  end  of 
the  right  ovary,  as  repfesented  in  the  cut.  Neither  the 
ovary  nor  fallopian  tube  were  adherent  to  it,  the  former 
being  in  a  healthy  condition,  the  left  ovary  presenting  an 
atrophic  and  calcareous  degeneration.  Dividing  the  pedicle 
near  its  attachment  to  the  tumor,  and  ligating  it  with  strong 
fish  cord,  and  after  examining  the  kidneys  which  were  ob- 
served  to  appear  in  a  normal  state,  it  was  brought  to  the 
lower  angle  of  the  wound  and  fastened  by  two  deep  sutures 
of  thick  silver  wire.  Nine  deep  silver,  and  eleven  superficial 
ones  of  carbolized  silk,  were  passed  to  close  the  opening, 
and  thick  layers  of  borated  cotton  applied  over  the  wound 
and  held  by  a  broad  bandage,  completed  the  dressing. 
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The  patient  rallied  only  slowly  from  the  operation  but 
reaction  was  quite  strong  on  the  third  day.  Arnica  3  and 
arsenieuni  3  were  given  internally,  and  improvement  con- 
tinued steadily  alo^g,  the'  pulse  rate  never  reaching  higher 
than  93  and  temperature  99J.  The  dressings  were  not  re- 
moved for  eight  days,  there  being  no  foul  odor,  nor  dis- 
charge, nor  feverish  pulse,  nor  high  temperature,  as  indica- 
tions of  septic  infection  or  accumulation  of  pus,  at  which 
time  the  superficial  sutures  were  removed,  and  union  of  the 
wound  found  to  be  complete  except  at  a  small  spot  around 
the  pedicle.  There  was  not  a  drop  of  pus  at  any  jxnnt  nor 
on  th(^  (inssinx/. 

On  the  14th  day  the  deep  sutures  were  removed,  the  with- 
drawal of  each  being  followed  by  a  drop  or  two  of  pus,  but 
the  wound  was  tirnily  united.  The  patient  remained  weak 
and  did  not  set  up  until  the  end  of  the  fifth  week,  but  has 
so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  walk  around  the  room,  has 
good  appetite,  is  gaining  rapidly  in  flesh,  the  urine  contain- 
ing scarcely  any  uric  acid  and  no  calculi. 


TWO  CASES  OF  HYDATIDS  OF  THE  PERlTOXEUyr. 


BY    LAWSOX    TAIT,    K.     R.    C.    S.  I 


R.  P.,  jet.  IH,  Dec, 23,  pelvic  tumor,  with  severe  symp- 
toms. High  temp.,  and  pulse  extremely  rapid.  Patient 
was  constantly  sick  and  presented  all  the  appearance  of  be- 
ing extremely  ill ;  was  sent  to  the  Hospital  for  the  purpose 
of  an  abdominal  section.  This  I  performed  next  morning. 
On  opening  the  peritpneal  cavity  I  found  that  all  the  struc- 
tures were  matted  together,  and  that  it  was  extremelv  diffi- 
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cult  to  identify  any  of  them.  The  adhesions  were  those  of 
recent  peritonitis  and  also  the  peculiar  agglutination  caused 
by  the  presence  of  hydatids  in  the  peritoneum.  Deep  down 
in  the  pelvis,  and  attached  to  the  back  of  the  right  broad  . 
ligament,  I  found  a  bunch  of  hydatid  cysts,  some  of  which 
I  removed  and  others  of  which  I  ruptured.  On  the  left 
side  was  a  much  larger  mass,  which  I  could  not  touch  on 
account  of  the  dense  adhesion  of  layers  of  intestines.  I 
therefore  inserted  a  glass  drainage  tube  and  closed  the  wound 
over  it.  The  tube  was  removed  on  the  fourth  day,  but 
pulse  and  temp,  did  not  fall  perceptibly  till  the  eighth  day. 
The  sickness,  however,  ceased  almost  immediately  after  the 
operation,  and  patient  complained  of  no  pain  after  the  third 
day.  On  the  14th  day  the  mass  on  the  left  side  had  dimin- 
ished to  less  than  one  half  of  the  size  which  it  had  at  the 
time  of  operation.  Loft  on  the  24th  day,  at  which  time  the 
pelvic  mass  had  almost  disappeared,  and  patient's  symptoms 
were  all  gone.     She  is  now  quite  well  and  going  about. 

In  a  case  published  by  Mr.  Langley  Browne,  in  which  I 
did  not  open  the  abdomen  but  merely  tapped  some  of  the 
cysts  from  the  pelvis,  a  similarly  fortunate  result  was  ulti- 
mately obtained,  but  only  after  a  prolonged  illness  from 
which  the  patient  nearly  died.  The  comparison  of  these, 
two  cases  completely  substantiates  all  my  other  experience, 
that  abdominal  section  is  infinitely  to  he  preferred  to  tap- 
ping unknown  tumors  for  exploratory  purposes.  For  diag- 
nosis tapping  is  of  very  little  use,  and  for  treatment  it  is 
almost  worthless.  Besides  this  it  is  more  risky  than  an  ex- 
ploratory incision,  for  I  have  known  many  deaths  to  occur 
from  tapping,  but  I  never  saw  one  from  an  exploratory  in- 
cision. 

There  are  two  other  points  of  note  in  the  case  I  have  de- 
tailed, in  that  it  illustrates  that  remarkable  fact,  of  which  I 
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have  published  many  illustrations,  that  a  judiciously  per 
formed  yet  incomplete,  operation  may  often  effect  a  com- 
plete cure,  and  that  the*  chief  difficulty  in  abdominal  sur-. 
gery  is  to  know  when  to  stop.  The  latter  lesson  is  to  be 
learnt  only  in  the  school  of  painful  experience.  I  have  now 
operated  in  four  cases  of  peritoneal  hydatids,  and  in  the 
second  case,  already  published,  1  went  too  far,  attempted 
too  much,  and  the  patient  never  rallied  from  the  effects  of 
the  effort.  This  event  taught  me  a  lesson  from  which  I 
have  profited. 

The  last  case  occurred  in  a  woman  «et.  26,  in  whom  a  pel- 
vic tumor  had  been  growing  for  two  years.  Until  last 
Christmas  she  had  suffered  very  little  inconvenience  from 
it,  but  at  that  time  it  became  very  painful,  increased  greatly 
in  size,  and  obliged  her  to  remain  in  bed.  Saw  her  Jan  16, 
and  found  a  large  fluctuating  tumor  rising  almost  as  high  as 
the  umbilicus,  quite  fixed  and  extremely  tender.  Had  a 
high  temp,  and  rapid  pulse,  and  was  quite  unjible  to  straight- 
en herself  in  bed.  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  she  was  suf- 
fering from  a  large  abscess,  though  I  could  not  make  out 
much  in  the  pelvis.  Admitted  her  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
forming abdominal  section,  and  this  I  did  Jan.  23.  I  found 
the  tumor  to  be  a  large  sac  full  of  hydatids.  I  emptied  it 
and  fastened  in  a  large  glass  drainage  tube,  and  the  patient 
is  already  nearly  quite  recovered.  The  cyst  is  quite  small, 
and  the  secretion  from  it  is  perfectly  healthy  pus.  All  her 
symptoms  have  disappeared. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  relations  of  the  cyst  were,  more 
than  it  was  in  the  peritoneum  and  had  intestines  adherent 
to  it.  In  this  case,  as  in  the  other,  tapping  would  have 
been  quite  useless. 

At  the  present  time  (April  15,  1882)  these  cases  remain 
perfectly  well. — Bermingham  Med.  Rev.^  May. 
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CHANCBE  OF  THE  LIP  AND  EPITHELIOMA. 


BY    R.    CLKMENT   LUCAS,    B.B. 


Two  cases  illustratin'?  the  resemblance  which  these  two 
affections  often  present  have  lately  been  attending  on  the 
same  day,  and  a  careless  observer  having  regard  only  to  the 
local  disease  and  ignoring  the  history  and  age  of  the  patients 
might  easily  have  fallen  into  serious  error.  Nor  is  the  diag- 
nosis always  easy  jvhen  no  fact  is  omitted  which  might  in- 
fluence the  conclusion ;  but  in  the  two  cases  before  us,  de- 
spite the  similarity  in  appearance,  there  is  corroborative 
evidence  in  each  case,  which  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  disease.  One  is  a  man  about  30,  unmarried. 
He  has  a  thickening  of  the  edge  of  his  upper  lip  slightly  to 
the  right  of  the  centre.  In  the  middle  of  this  thickening 
there  is  a  superficial  abrasion  on  which  the  secretion  and 
epithelium  cake  and  scale.  The  whole  lip  is  a  little  swollen 
but  if  you  pinch  it  between  your  finger  and  thumb  you  feel 
a  hard  circular  rim  to  the  sore  about  the  size  of  a  six-pence. 
The  other  man  is  a  respectable  married  man,  upwards  of 
50.  He  has  a  superficial  sore  on  his  lower  lip  to  left  of 
median  line.  The  surface  is  almost  exactly  similar  to  the 
other  man's  sore ;  it  is  cracked,  and  has  a  tendency  to  scab 
and  scale.  It,  too,  has  a  thickened  rim,  but  if  you  pinch  it 
you  find  the  resistance  less  than  in  the  other  case  ;  but  so 
similar  are  the  sores,  that  if  their  positions  could  be  chang- 
ed I  do  not  think  you  would  be  able  to  distinguish  one  from 
the  other.  Yet  one  is  a  cancer,  and  the  other  the  initial 
stage  of  8yj)hilitic  infection.  How,  then,  can  one  distin- 
guish them?  First,  the  age  and  state  of  life  make  it  pro. 
bable  that  the  young  man's  sore  is  a  chancre,  and  the  old 
man's  an  epithelioma ;  but  30  is  not  too  young  for  e{)ithe- 
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lioma,  nor  is  50  proof  against  syphilis.  Epithelioma  below 
35  is  very  rare.  Last  year  I  operated  on  a  man  aet.  38  for 
a  cancer  recurrent  in  the  cheek  and  glands  of  his  neck,  but 
this  is  an  exceptional  case,  and  the  age  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  aiding  our  diagnosis.  Cancer  occurs  at  the 
time  when  the  tissues  begin  to  wear  out,  and  epithelioma, 
especially,  is  almost  always  traceable  to  long-continued  irri- 
tation. Next,  the  position  is  a  distinguished  mark,  for 
epithelioma  is  rare  on  the  upper  lip.  The  sore  on  the  old 
man's  lip  is  just  opposite  the  notch  in  his  teeth  made  by  his 
pipe.  Further,  he  confessed  to  having  always  smoked  an 
unwaxed  clay.  If  mere  contact  with  porous  clay  is  suffi- 
cient, after  years,  to  set  up  cancer,  you  would  conclude  that 
there  should  be  a  corresponding  sore  on  the  upper  lip  ;  but 
the  lower  lip  suffers  most,  for,  owing  to  the  weight  of  th^ 
bowl,  the  lower  lip  is  pressed  upon  as  well  as  rubbed.  A 
chancre  may  occur  on  either  lip,  as  it  results  from  the  virus 
having  come  into  contact  with  a  chance  crack. 

The  time  during  which  the  disease  has  been  developing  is 
another  most  important  consideration.  The  old  man  has 
had  ulceration,  more  or  less,  for  five  years,  but  it  is  only 
during  the  last  few  months  that  the  lip  has  caused  him  in- 
convenience. The  other  man  gives  six  weeks  as  the  time 
since  he  first  noticed  the  sore.  .  Five  years  is  an  exception- 
ally long  history  for  so  small  a  development  of  epithelioma, 
and  it  is  very  questionable  whether  the  sore  has  been  epithe- 
liomatous  all  this  time.  It  is  probable  that  had  he  left  off 
the  irritating  cause  two  or  three  years  ago  he  might  have 
escaped  the  disease,  for  doubtful  ulcers  distinctly  traceable 
to  local  irritation  will  often  heal  when  relieved  of  the  excit- 
ing cause.  About  two  years  ago  I  saw  in  consultation  with 
Dr.  Orton  an  old  gentleman  who  had  been  condemned  by 
another   surgeon  for   cancer  on  the   inner  side  of  his   left 
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cheek.  He  was  suffering  from  an  ugly-looking  ulcer  with 
thickened  edges,  very  like  an  epithelioma,  but  we  found  it 
had  not  been  noticed  more  than  six  weeks  or  two  months, 
and  immediately  opposite  it  we  found  a  tooth  stopped  with 
an  irregular  amalgam  stopping.  It  was  clear  that  the  ulcer 
was  excited  by  the  tooth,  and  I  suggested  that  the  tooth 
should  be  extracted,  after  which  the  ulcer  completely  heal- 
ed. Had,  however,  the  irritating  cause  been  allowed  to  re- 
main for  months,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  sore  in  this 
old  gentleman  might  have  taken  on  an  epitheliomatous  char- 
acter. There  is  a  stage  in  both  affections  when  the  glands 
under  the  jaw  will  be  found  enlarged,  and  I  remember  two 
patients  came  last  year  with  sore  lips,  both  with  short  his- 
tories and  enlarged  glands,  and  I  refused  to  give  a  positive 
diagnosis  till  I  had  had  an  opportunity  of  watching  them. 
One  developed  a  syphilitic  eruption  during  the  following 
week,  whilst  the  other  proved  to  be  suffering  from  an  epi- 
thelioma. Time  will  always  settle  the  diagonsis,  for  it  is 
seldom,  unless  the  patient  takes  mercury,  that  the  eruption 
of  syphilis  is  delayed  beyond  two  months. — Practittorte^^ 
May. 

RECTAL    EXAMINATION    OF   PATIENTS    SVFFBHINU    KROM 

VESICAL  CALCULUS. 


R.  Volkman,  in  Centralb  fur  Chirurg,  says ;  The  value 
of  rectal  bimanual  examination  in  the  cases  of  children  suf- 
fering from  calculus  is  very  generally  recognized.  The  ex- 
amination is  made  under  chloroform,  the  abdominal  walls 
being  quite  lax,  and  the  bladder  empty  or  almost  so.  Two 
fingers  of  the  left  hand  ere  passed  as  high  as  possible  into 
the  rectum,  while  externally  the  right  hand  above  the  sym- 
physis presses  the  bladder  downwards  till  the  one  hand  is 
is  clearly  felt  by  the  other.     In  this  way  the  entire  bladder 
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of  a  child  can  be  easily  palpited,  and  even  stones  of  small 
size  can  be  immediately  discovered.  Some  practice  is 
required  at  first  in  forming  a  correct  idea  of  the  stone,  even 
when  the  latter  can  be  freely  moved  in  all  directions.  I 
found  that  I  had  generally  under-estimated  the  the  actual 
size  of  the  calculus.  Lately  I  have  discovered  a  method 
which  the  dimensions  of  the  concretion  in  children  may  be 
more  certainly  gauged  by  direct  palpation.  The  fingeis 
of  the  left  hand  in  the  rectum  raise  the  stone,  whilst  those 
of  the  right  (externally)  guide  it  to  the  pubes  and  fix  it 
there.  The  stone  may  then  be  completely  grasped,  and  the 
stands  may  easily  take  it  in  hand  one  after  another.  If  the 
stone  be  not  too  large,  it  would  be  possible  to  raise  it  so  far 
that  a  string  might  pass  around  it ;  not  that  I  mention 
this  in  order  to  recommend  the  elastic  ligature  as  a  method 
of  performing  lithotomy,  but  because  it  is  conceivable  that 
use  might  be  made  of  such  a  mode  of  treatment  in  the  case 
of  vesical  growth  where  the  tumor  has  a  long  pedicle  (papil- 
lomata,  myomata.)  In  my  four  last  cases  of  stone  in  chil- 
dren I  succeeded  perfectly  "dislocating"  the  calculus  on  to 
the  pubes,  and  in  grasping  it  there  with  the  fingers.  One 
was  the  size  of  a  horse-chestnut.  In  adults,  probably,  the 
manoeuvre  will  only  succeed  in  exceptional  cases,  where  the 
body  and  abdominal  walls  are  very  thin. 


PAGET S  DISEASE  OF  THE  NIPPLE, 


BY    T.    M'CALL   ANDERSON,    M.    D. 


A  consideration  of  the  cases  which  we  have  ourselves  ob- 
served, as  well  as  a  perusal  of  the  literature  of  the  subject 
leads  to  the  following  conclusions  :  In  persons  predisposed 
to  cancer,  any  local  irritation  may  determine  an  outbreak 
of  the  disease  at  the  part  irritated  ;  thus  we  have  frequently 
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seen  rn  undoubted  syphilitic  disease  of  the  tongue  followed 
by  cancer  of  that  part,  as  the  result  of  long  continued  irri- 
tation ;  and  just  in  the  same  way  it  is  possible  for  a  simple 
eczema  of  the  breast  to  prove  the  exciting  cause  of,  and  to 
be  followed  by,  cancer  of  the  mammary  gland.  But  if  we 
exclude  these  exceptional  cases,  we  can  arrive  at  no  opinion 
than  that  ^^Paget's  disease  of  the  nipple,"  is  from  the  first 
of  a  malignant  nature,  and  bears  a  somewhat  similar  rela- 
tion to  the  cancer  of  the  breast  that  the  so-called  tylosis  (or 
psoriasis)  linguce  does  to  epithelioma  of  the  tongue.  This 
opinion  is  supported  by  the  microscopic  examination  of  the 
diseased  structures  made  by  Dr.  Thin  and  others..  That 
gentleman  ** believes  that  the  evidence  points  to  a  slowly  ad- 
vancing cancerous  change  near  the  mouths  of  the  lactifer- 
ous ducts,  which  at  a  very  early  stage  leads  to  irritative  ef- 
fects in  the  superficial  tissues  of  the  nipples  and  surround- 
ing skin,  and  eventually  penetrates  into  the  substance  of 
the  mammary  gland."  Such  being  the  case,  it  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  distinguish  true  eczema  of  the  breast 
from  ** Paget' s  disease  of  the  nipple,"  towards  which  the 
following  may  be  of  assistance  : 

• 'Paget' s  disease  of  the  nipple.'* 

1.  Occurs  especially  in  women  who  have  passed  the 
grand  climacteric. 

2.  Affected  surface,  in  typical  cases,  of  brilliant  red 
color,  raw  and  granular  looking  after  removal  of  crusts. 

3.  When  grasped  between  the  thumb  and  forefinger,  su- 
perficial induration  often  felt,  as  if  a  penny  were  laid  on  a 
soft  elastic  surface  grasped  through  a  piece  of  cloth.  (Thin. ) 

4.  Edge  of  eruption  abrupt  and  sharply  cut«  and  often 
elevated. 

5.  Very  obstinate,  and  only  yields  to  extirpation  or 
other  treatment  applicable  to  epithelioma  generally. 
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ECZEMA   OF   NIPPLE   AND   AREOLA. 

1.  Occurs  especially  in  women  earlier  in  life,  and  dur- 
ing lactation,  or  in  persons  laboring  under  scabies. 

2.  Surface  not  red  and  raw  looking,  and  not  granular, 
but  often  punctuated. 

3.  Soft,  and  no  induration. 

4.  Edge  not  so  abrupt,  and  not  elevated, 

5.  Although  sometimes    obstinate,  yields  to  treatment 
applicable  to  eczema. — Glasgow  Med,  Journal^  October. 


FRACTURE  OF  THE  ODONTOID  PROCESS. 


BY    STEPHEN    SMITH,  M.  D.,  PROF.    OF    CLINICAL    SURGERY    IN 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 


Here  is  a  man  whom  I  show  you  because  he  presents 

an  interesting  example  of  a  form  of  fracture  usually  fatali 

but  here  resulting  in  recovety.     This   man  broke  his  neck 

last  year,  and  that,  too,  in  a  very   dangerous  place,  name- 

I  ly :  about  the  location  of  the  first  cervical  vertebra  ;  and 

i  now  if  you  will  put  your  finger  into  his  throat  you  will  be 

I  able  to  feel  the  first  cervical   vertebi-a  projecting  into  the 

mouth.     This  is  probably  a  case  of  fracture  of  the  odon- 
toid process,  and  most  cases  of  this   kind  have   been   fatal 
:  until  lately,  and  death  was  instantaneous,  just  as  it  is  in  an 

animal  whose  medulla  has  been  broken  up  by  the  operation 
of  pithing,  as  it  is  called. 

The  history  of  the  case  is,  that  last  December  this  man 

fell  from  a  height  upon  the  deck  of  an  ice  barge,  and  he 

\  struck  on  his  neck,  and  when  he  was  taken  up  he  was  found 

to  be  partially  paralyzed  in  his  arms,  and  now  he  is  bear- 
tng  the  effects  of  this  pai'esis  in  a  permanent  contraction 
of  the  muscles.     He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  and  was  so 
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paralyzed  that  he  could  not  sit  up  in  bed,  and  quiet  was  in- 
giBted  upon.  He  gradually,  however,  gained  more  and 
more  use  of  his  limbs,  and  his  head  became  firmly  fastened 
to.I^is  neck  with  the  chin  bent  downward  upon  his  chest,  and 
90  rigidly  that  he  could  not  move  his  head  from  side  to  side, 
or  np  and  down.  These  cases  of  fracture  of  the  neck  pre- 
sent a  very  peculiar  history.  It  was  once  supposed  that 
fracture  of  the  odontoid  process  was  always  immediately 
fatal,  and  that  this  was  the  real  cause  of  death  in  cases  of 
banging ;  but  it  has  recently  been  proved  that  the  accident 
may  occur  and  the  man  still  live  and  go  about  his  business, 
and  yet,  finally,  die  suddenly  from  some  accident,  such  as 
being  hit  upon  the  head.  Thus  Dr.  Parker  tells  of  a  case  of 
a  milkman  in  this  city  who  came  from  Long  Island  to  sell 
milk.  One  day  he  was  thrown  out  of  his  wagon  upon  his 
head,  but  he  got  up  and  then  found  that  his  head  was  loose 
and  that  he  could  not  hold  it  up  nor  turn  it  from  side  to 
side,  but  he  steadied  it  as  best  he  could  with  his  hands,  and 
then  got  into  his  wagon  and  drove  home  again.  He  then 
went  and  saw  Dr.  Parker,  and  he,  and  all  who  saw  the 
case,  were  greatly  surprised  because  thii$  accident  had 
always  been  thought  to  be  fatal.  That  man  finally  got  so 
well  that  he  resumed  his  milk  business,  and  as  he  drove 
around  he  would  have  to  put  his  hand  upon  his  head  to  steady 
it  whenever  he  drove  over  a  rough  place  where  there  was 
much  jolting.  So  he  went  on  for  six  months,  and  then 
after  a  hard  day's  work  he  suddenly  fell  dead  at  the  table, 
his  head  dropping  forward  on  his  chest.  The  specimen  of 
this  fracture  is  now  preserved  in  a  museum. 

Eecovery  takes  place  in  these  cases  by  the  formation 
of  an  ankylosis  between  the  vertebrae  at  the  seat  of  the 
fracture,  so  you  might  easily  kill  this  man  instantly  by 
striking  him  upon  the  head,  and  so  breaking  up  the  adhe- 
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sions  which  have  formed.  In  this  case  we  have  exactly  the 
same  condition  that  existed  in  this  hospital,  which  I  found 
when  I  came  on  duty  here  five  years  ago.  I  found  his  head 
drawn  up  with  his  chin  projecting,  ^nd  he  was  paralyzed 
from  his  neck  downwards,  and  he  amaciated  almost  to  skel- 
eton, and  was  suffering  intensely.  He  had  fallen  in  some 
way  and  struck  his  head,  and  immedately  afterwards  he  felt 
this  peculiar  looseness  of  the  head,  and  he  went  home,  and 
after  resting  for  three  or  four  days  he  resumed  his  business 
at  the  carpenter  trade  for  a  time.  Then  paralysis  came  on 
and  he  went  to  the  hospital,  where  he  stayed  for  the  next 
six  or  eight  months,  and  then  he  died  with  his  head  thrown 
back  and  his  chin  out.  I  found  upon  examination  that  the 
atlas  had  slid  forward  so  that  the  spinal  cord  was  pressed 
upon,  and  this  caused  his  death.  But  he  had  a  fractured 
odontoid  process,  and  yet  he  had  continued  his  work  for 
some  time,  so  it  was  proved  that  a  man  may  recover  from 
this  accident.  At  that  time  I  collected  a  series  of  thirty- 
two  cases  of  this  nature  which  had  been  overlooked  in  the 
medical  publications,  and  in  some  of  these  no  odontoid  pro- 
cess ex)uld  be  found,  and  there  were  two  or  three  cases 
among  them  where  the  odontoid  process  was  perfectly 
movable  upon  the  atlas  by  an  articulation  with  it. 

It  seems  perfectly  evident  that  this  man  is  suffering 
from  a  fracture  of  the  odontoid  process.  In  treating  this 
fracture  we  have  tried  a  number  of  different  splints,  but  we 
have  found  none  which  answers  so  well  as  to  keep  the  pa- 
tient sitting  in  a  chair  with  a  cross  piece  behind  him  to 

which  his  head  is  bound  to  steady  it.  This  man  was  treated 
so  until  he  gradually  became  so  improved  that  he  could  walk 
around  the  wards  without  his  head  becoming  loose,  and  now 
he  can  run  a  little. 

Observe  the  evidence  of  spinal  injury  presented  by  his 
hands.     You  see  there  is  an  unusual  thickening  of  the  joints 
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of  the  fingers,  and  a  loss  of  action  with  permanent  contrac- 
tion of  some  of  the  muscles,  due  to  the  injury  of  the  spinal 
nerves.  You  see  the  man  cannot  turn  his  head  around  at 
all,  and  this  is  diagnostic  almost  of  these  case?.  If  he 
Bbould  accidentally  trip  and  fall  there  would  probably  be  a 
sudden  displacement  of  these  bones  resulting  in  immediate 
death. — Medical  Gazette, 


CONGEmTAL  INTESTINAL  OBSTRUCTION. 


Mr.  A.  Pearce  Gould  relates  a  case  of  congenital  intesti- 

tial  obstruction.     A.  B ,  a  female,  aged  three  days,  was 

brought  to  Westminster  hospital  on  August  5,  1881,  be- 
cause, in  spite  of  several  doses  of  castor  oil,  it  has  not 
passed  any  meconium  or  motion.  It  had  vomited  several 
times.  The  child  was  thin,  but  showed  no  outward  deform- 
ity. The  anus  was  normal,  and  the  last  joint  of  the  little 
finger  could  be  passed  into  the  rectum,  which  appeared  to 
be  closed  over  above  it.  No  fulness  or  tumor  to  be  felt  in  the 
pelvis  per  rectum.  A  catheter  and  probe  were  each  stopped 
about  one  inch  from  anus.  Belly  distended,  its  walls  oede- 
matous;  a  little  ascites.  At  1  a.  m.,  August  6th,  Mr. 
Gould  opened  the  belly  above  left.  Poupart's  ligament.  A 
coil  of  distended  small  intestine  presented,  and  no  co^l  of 
large  intestine  could  be  brought  to  the  wound.  So  the 
former  was  carefully  stitched  to  the  edges  of  the  incision 
and  then  opened,  and  a  large  quantity  of  meconium  es- 
caped. The  child  died  twenty-one  hours  afterward.  At 
the  autopsy  no  trace  of  peritonitis  was  found.  The  ceecum 
and  lower  four  inches  of  the  ileum,  and  four  inches  of 
colon,  were  filled  with  a  firm,  whitish  substance  of  the  con 
sistence  of  cheese,  firmly  applied  to,  but  not  united  with, 
the  mucus  membrane.     In  the  colon  beyond  this  plug  were 
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found  several  masses  of  milk-white,  firm  mucus.  Below 
the  colon  and  rectum  were  empty,  and  firmly  contracted  to 
the  size  of  a  clay  tobacco-pipe  stem.  Above  it  the  small 
intestine  was  distended  with  meconium  and  gas.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  there  was  here  no  fault  in  development, 
but  obstruction  from  a  plug.  Frdm  the  white  color  of  this 
plug  it  was  assumed  that  it  was  deposited  by  the  third 
month  of  foetal  life,  as  bile  passes  into  the  duodenum  at  that 
time.  Mr.  Gould  also  insisted  on  the  advantage  of  opening 
the  belly  in  the  groin  in  all  cases  of  congenital  obstruction, 
in  preference  to  lumbar  colotomy,  which  would  have  been 
impossible  in  this  case.  The  obstructing  mass  was  formed 
of  inspissated  mucus,  which  showed  that  in  that  case  the 
glands  of  the  large  intestine  must  have  acted  some  time 
before  birth. — London  Practitioner ^  for  September. 


TREATMENT  OF  OAL  AC  TOMB  HOE  A  AND  INCIPIENT  MASTITIS 

BY  STBAPPING. 


Dr.  E.  Schwartz,  in  X^entralhlatt  fur  Gynakohgie^  for 
July,  1882,  reports  the  cure  by  strapping  of  a  case  of  gal- 
actorrhoea  which  had  resisted  ail  commoner  modes  of  treat- 
ment. The  patient  had  originally  suffered  from  a  suppura- 
tive mastitis.  The  abscess  had  been  opened  and  iodoform 
applied.  The  abscess  proper  heated  readily,  but  the  incis- 
ions failed  to  do  so.  They,  as  well  as  the  nipple,  dis- 
charged milk  in  considerable  quantity.  The  volume  of  the 
breast  was  increased,  and  there  was  moderate  tenderness. 
Anffimia  supervened,  and  the  health  of  the  patient  was  de- 
preciated to  an  alarming  extent.  The  author  finally  hit 
upon  the  expedient  of  lessening  the  blood  supply  to  the  ef- 
fected breast  by  strapping.  By  this  means  he  hoped  to  di- 
minish the  hypersecretion.  After  washing  and  drying  the 
breast*  strapping  was  applied  as  follows :     Two  strips  were 
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applied  to  the  tip  of  the  mamma,  above  and  below  the  nip- 
ple, in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  the  latter,  and  a  small 
horizontal  ellipse  around  it,  ancorered.  The  strips  thus 
formed  an  elliptical  figure.  Their  extremities  ended  on  the 
sides  of  the  mamma,  that  of  the  lower  one  above,  and  vice 
versa,  A  second  ellipse  was  then  applied,  overlapping  the 
first  to  one-half  its  width.  Six  or  seven  of  these  were  ap- 
plied, of  which  the  last  embraced  the  base  of  the  breast,  its 
ends  terminating  on  the  skin  of  the  thorax.  Finally,  the 
nipple  itself,  with  the  surrounding  small  space,  was  covered. 
Every  point  of  the  mamma,  above  and  below,  was  thus 
covered  by  a  double  layer  of  strapping,  and  at  the  crossings 
on  the  sides  by  more  than  two  layers.  Almost  immediately 
after  the  application,  the  breast  had  diminished  in  size,  from 
the  tightness  of  the  strapping.  There  was  no  pain  during 
the  time  occupied  in  putting  on  the  plaster,  or  thereafter. 
By  the  next  day  only  a  few  drops  of  milk  had  appeared 
through  the  strapping.  The  mamma  had  become  so  dimin- 
ished in  size  that  a  new  application  became  necessary,  fol- 
lowed by  a  third  two  days  later.  Three  more  applications 
sufficed  to  bring  about  the  cure  of  the  dermatitis,  arrest  the 
hypersecretion,  and  close  the  fistulse.  The  affected  breast 
now  was  less  in  volume  than  the  other.  Other  pi*ocedures 
had  been  abandoned  on  the  application  of  the  strapping.  In 
a  case  of  incipient  mastitis  mentioned,  the  author,  after  re- 
sorting to  others  without  success,  employed  the  above  pro- 
cedures ;  but  in  addition  suspending  the  breasts  by  two 
long  strips  passing  over  the  shoulder.  The  operation 
caused  no  additional  pain,  but,  on  the  contrary,  pain  entire- 
ly ceased  after  the  lapse  of  half  an  hour.     A  cure  resulted 

after  two  additional  applications  at  intervals  of  two  days. 
In  the  third  case  a  threatening  abscess  was  aborted.  Schwarz 
draws  attention  to  these  two  points :  That  the  strapping 
must  be  carefully  applied  as  described ;  that  plaster  must 
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adhere  well ;  that  a  constant  equable  pressure  must  be  ex- 
erted, and  that  the  strapping  must  be  renewed  when  it  be- 
comes loose,  this  generally  occurring  daily  at  first. 


PASTEUR  SOLVING  THE  HYDROPHOBIA  PROBLEM. 


Pasteur,  the  Jenner  of  France,  has  been  studying  hydro- 
phobia with  results  which  afford  a  basis  for  hope  that  that 
dread  of  man  and  despair  of  doctors  will  eventually  lose  its 
fatality  and  its  mystery  together.  The  details  of  his  study 
as  detailed  by  him  before  the  recent  international  congress 
of  hygiene  at  Geneva  do  not,  indeed,  entirely  support  a  re- 
cent intimation  that  a  vaccine,  so  to  speak,  against  rabies 
was  actually  at  the  disposal  of  medical  men.  But  the  re- 
port was  almost  true,  and  it  a  fair  way  to  become  entirely 
so,  as  will  be  seen,.  The  brilliant  Frenchman  began  by  in- 
oculating rabbits  with  the  saliva  of  a  child  who  died  with 
hydrophobia,  resulting  from  the  bite  of  a  mad-dog.  The 
poor  beasts  died  in  a  day  or  so,  and  in  their  blood  was 
found  a  special  microbe,  or  microscopic  organism.  These 
microbes  could  be  ''cultivated"  or  bred,  and  the  successive 
generations  were  also  fatal  to  the  other  rabbits  in  whose 
blood  the  same  microbe  was  found.  The  question  then 
arose  whether  this  fatal  parasite  was  solely  characteristic  of 
hydrophobia,  or  whether  its  presence  was  the  cause  or  the^ 
effect  of  rabies.  Prolonged  experiment  proved  that  it  was 
always  present  in  fatal  hydrophobia,  but  it  was  found  in 
the  saliva  of  persons  who  had  died  from  diseases  other  than 
hydrophobia.  It  therefore  does  not  yet  appear  that  this 
new  microbe  occupies  any  special  relation  to  the  virus  of 
rabies,  and  it  is  accordingly  termed  the  microbe  of  the  sal* 
iva  merely,  not  the  microbe  of  hydrophobia,  Pasteur  then 
proceeded  as  with  the  other  microbes  which  he  has  discov* 
ered.     It  will  be  remembered  that  they  lost  their  virulence 
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by  culture,  and  that  after  inoculation  with  the  weakened 
virus  thus  produced,  the  subject  was  proof  against  microbes 
which  would  otherwise  been  fatal.  Unfortunately,  mici-obes 
of  the  saliva  do  not  yet  appear  to  possess  this  quality.  The 
eightieth  generation  was  as  virulent  as  the  first.  But  the 
forty-eighth  generation  of  microbes  bred  from  blood  made 
viiulent  by  inoculation  with  the  microbe  of  the  saliva  was 
not  certainly  fatal,  and  could  be  used  as  vaccine.  In  a 
remedial  sense  this  discovery  is  slight,  for  the  remedy  is 
worse  than  the  disease,  which,  after  all,  is  not  so  fatal  as 
lightning.  But  in  a  scientific  sense  this  result  is  significant. 
It  strengthens  the  inference  as  to  the  casual  relations  of 
the  microbe  of  the  saliva  to  rabies,  and  it  establishes  a  gen- 
eral method  (viz. :  by  exposure  to  the  air  of  oxygen)  or  at- 
tenuation applicable  to  the  four  microbes  not  known.  The 
microbe  of  chicken  cholera  has  been  spoken  of  in  these 
columns.  A  third  is  a  microbe  of  charbon,  an  inflammato- 
ry, gangrenous  disease  peculiarly  fatal  to  sheep  in  France. 
The  practical  bearing  of  this  discovery  appears  from  the 
fact  that  already  400,000  sheep  have  been  *< vaccinated" 
against  charbon,  and  the  mortality  thus  reduced  to  1  in  300. 
The  fourth  is  the  microbe  of  typhoid,  which  Pasteur  found 
in  the  nostrils  of  horses  which  died  during  the  epizooty  in 
Paris  last  year.  Rabbits  inoculated  with  this  germ  died  of 
tnie  typhoid. 


Dr.  Ardouin,  the  French  physician,  attached  to  the  Gen* 
era!  European  Catholic  Hospital,  Alexandria,  has  been 
named  by  the  French  government.  Chevalier  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor,  in  recognition  of  his  services  during  the  present 
Egyptian  crisis* 
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Office  of  the 

Chairman  or  the  Cobimimtteb  on  legislation, 

American  Inttitute  of  Homceopathy, 

Philadelphia,  September  15,  1882. 

To M.  D. 

Dear  Doctor — ^The  above-named  committee  for  the  cur- 
rent year  of  the  Institute  consists  of  the  following  mem- 
bers: John  C.  Morgan,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Chairman; 
A.  I.  Sawyer,  M.  D.,  Monroe,  Mich. ;  J.  P.  Dake,  M.  D. 
Nashville,  Tenn. ;  F.  H.  Orme,  M.  D.,  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  E. 
C.Franklin,  M.  D.,Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  I  Tisdale  Talbot, 
M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. ;  J.  C.  Budlong,  M.  D.,  Centredale, 
R.  I. ;  George  F  Roberts,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  Ills. ;  Philo  G. 
Valentine,  M.  D,,  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  Ambrose  S.  Everett,  M. 
D.,  Denver,  Col. ;  C.  B.  Currier,  M.  D.,  San  Francisco, 
Cal. ;  G.  W.  Pope,  M.  D.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
The  Districts  remains  as  last  year,  very  nearly. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  necessity  of 
securing  numerous  helpers  within  your  District,  in  order  to 
carry  out  our  work  ;  particularly  in  securing  congressional 
votes,  as  hereinafter  explained. 

The  most  important  duty  now  before  the  committe  is  that 
imposed  by  the  vote  of  the  American  Institute  at  its  last 
session,  instructing  us  to  press  the  demand  for  equal  rights 
in  the  medical  corps  of  the  United  States  army  and  of  the 
Civil  Service. 

Pursuant  thereto,  the  chairman  prepared  a  ** joint  resolu- 
tion" for  presentation  to  both  Houses  of  Congress.  This 
was  amended  by  the  Hon.  Chas.  O'Neill,  M.  C,  of  I^ila- 
delphia,  and  presented  by  him  (by  unanimous  consent),  in 
the  House  Of  Representattives  ;  and  by  the  Hon  J.  Donald 
Cameron  (also  by  unanimous  consent),  in  the  Senate.  In 
each  House  it  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  appropri- 
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ate  commiteey  in  whose  custody  it  remains,  and  whose  ac- 
tive support  must  now  be  secured.  These  are,  the  House 
committee  on  judiciary,  consisting  of  Hons.  Thos.  B.  Read, 
of  Maine ;  Edwin  Willetts.  of  Mich*. ;  Geo.  D.  Robinson, 
of  Mass. ;  J.  F.  Briggs,  of  N.  H. ;  H.  L.  Humphrey,  of 
Wis. ;  Ezra  B.  Taylor,  of  Ohio  ;  Moses  A.  McCoid,  of  Iowa ; 
L.  E.  Payson,  of  Ills. ;  A.  Norcross,  of  Mass. ;  J.  Proctor 
Knott,  of  Ky. ;  N.  J.  Hammond,  of  6a. ;  D.  B.  Culber- 
son, of  Texas ;  G.  L.  Converse,  of  Ohio  ;  Van  H.  Manning 
'  of  Miss. ;  R.  W.  Townsend,  of  Ills. :  and  the  Senate  com- 

r  mittee  on  civil  service    and  retrenchment,   consisting  of 

Hons.  Joseph  R.  Hawley,  of  Conn. ;  Edward  R.  Rollins,  of 
I  N.  H. ;  John  P.  Jones,  of  Nevada;  Henry   L.  Hawes,  of 

John  I.  Mitchell,  of  Penn. ;  M.  C.  Butler,  of  S.  C. ;  James 
D.  Walker,  of  Ark. ;  John  S,  Williams,  of  Ky. ;  George 
H.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  '< Joint  Resolution"  in 
question — House  resolution.  No.  259,  July  17,  1882  ;  Sen- 
ate resolution.  No.  96,  July  14,  1882 : 

^sToint  resolution — relative  to  school  of  medical  practice 
in  the  United  States,  and  the  graduates  there  of. 

^'Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  it  shall  be  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  by  a  fine  of  five 
hundred  dollars  and  dismissal  from  o^ce,  for  any  ofiScer  of 
the  United  States  government,  civil,  military  or  naval,  to 
make  discrimination  in  favor  of  or  against  any  school  of 
medical  practice,  or  its  legal  diplomas,  or  its  duly  and  le- 
gally graduated  members,  in  the  examination  and  appoint- 
ment of  candidates  to  medical  service  in  any  department  of 
the  government. 

**Sec.  1.  That  all  such  examinations  shall  be  open  to  the 
attendance  and  witness  of  all  physicians,  citizens  of  the 
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United  Stjites ;  and  that  duly  certified  copies  of  the  com- 
plete records  of  all  the  details  of  said  examinations  shall  be 
placed  on  file  in  the  office  of  Librarian  of  Congi'ess,  subject 
t^)  the  inspection  and  use  of  members  of  Congress." 

On  the  introduction  of  this  measure,  the  journals  of  the 
old-school  showed  much  alarm  and  opposition,  even  abus- 
ing the  honorable  senator  for  his  action.  On  the  other  hand 
the  allop^ithic  liberals  have  contended  for  its  propriety.  We 
thus  learn  that  we  must  prepare  for  a  sharp  contest. 

The  first  step  will  be  to  secure  immediate  and  favorable 
consideration  thereof  bv  each  •  of  these  committees ;  to 
which  end,  the  several  gentlemen  whose  name.s  are  given 
above  should  be  duly  informed  of  its  nature,  and  their  ap- 
proval individually  sought  by  the  prompt  and  earnest  per- 
sonal efforts  of  physicians  and  others,  in  their  respective 
districts.  The  resulting  recommendations  of  these  commit- 
tees will  doubtless  largely  shape  the  action  of  the  Hous^ 
and  Senate.  The  consequences  to  homoeopathy  will  be  im- 
mense. 

The  second  step  will  be  to  obtain  (duplicate)  signatures 
in  large  numbers,  everywhere,  to  the  annexed  petition  to 
the  two  houses.  The  petitions  should  be  forwarded  as  soon 
as  |^)ssible,  through  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  or 
otherwise,  before  the  opening  of  the  winter  session,  in  or- 
der that  the  resolution  may  obtain  an  early  consideration  in 
ejich  house,  for  third  reading  and  passage. 

The  third  step  will  be  to  secure  the  influence  of  each  and 
every  member  of  Congress,  through  the  personal  appeals  of 
our  friends  and  theirs,  united  with  those  of  all  the  exclud- 
ed system  of  practice  in  their  own  districts  ;  letting  all  know 
that  scientific  medicine  fears  nothing,  and  can  lose  nothing 
thereby.  Our  societies  everywhere  should  pass  and  for- 
ward resolutions  ^^ustaininor  members  who  favor  our  cause. 
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The  fourth  step  will  be  to  endeavor  to  secure  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  a  like  favorable  considera- 
tion, and  his  signature. 

Every  person  who  shall  see  this  circular  is  particularly  re- 
quested to  take  notice  of  whatei^r  of  these  steps  he  or  she 
may  be  able  to  further  in  any  way,  and  to  constitute  a  com- 
mittQe  for  that  purpose.     Let  all  action  be  immediate  I 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  and  duly  urged,  that  the  British 
Medical  Act  of  1758  (section  13,)  is  of  like  tenor,  as  re- 
spects the  impartial  licensing  of  medical  men  in  civil  life  ; 
going  so  far  as  to  revoke  the  licensing  power  of  institutions 
vested  therewith,  as  a  penalty  of  said  prohibition.  This  act 
forms  an  undoubted  precedent  in  law.  The  oquitj^  is  un- 
deniable. (See  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  April  1st, 
1882.)  Joirx  C.  Morgan,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

The  following  is  the  form  of  heading  of  the  petition  to  be 
circulated   and  signed  ;  and  of  which,  copies  will   be  fur- 
nished bv  the  Chairman : 
To  the  Honorable   Senate  and   IJoufie  of  liep^m^utatives  of 

the  United  Statefi  of  America^  in  CongresH  AHuemhted: 

The  undersigned,  your  petitioners,  respectfully  represent 
to  your  honorable  bodies — 

1.  That  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance  to  the  army,  the  navy  and  the  civil 
service  of  the  United  States  ; 

2.  That  at  the  present  time,  the  opinions  and  practice  of 
equal  learning,  ability  and  honesty,  differ  so  widely  as  to 
divide  them  into  sects,  such  as  those  commonly  called  alio-  * 

-  pathic  and  homoeopathic ; 

3.  That  one  of  these  sects,  calling  itself  '^regular,'*  has 
now,  and  has  always  held  absolute  medical  control  of  all 

i  the  government  service ;  thus  compelling  all  government 

!  employes    to   submit   to    its    arbitrary    choice   of  medical 

service. 
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4.  That  no  candidate  for  appointment  to  medical  service 
under  the  government,  who  avowed  his  belief  in  any  other 
system  of  medical  practice  than  that  called  ** regular,"  how- 
ever learned  and  well  qualified  in  other  respects,  has  here- 
tofore been  accorded  an  Appointment  or  even  an  examina- 
tion for  the  same,  in  any  government  service  ; 

5.  That  such  discrimination  in  favor  of  one  medical  sys- 
tem against  all  others,  equally  high  in  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  is  an  evident  usurpation  of 
powers  not  granted  to  the  said  public  servants  by  law,  and 
therefore  tacitly  prohibited  by  them. 

6.  That  your  petitioners,  patrons  of  all  systems  of  med- 
ical practice,  including  the  so-called  ^^regular''  itself,  do 
earnestly  pray  that  such  unjust  and  injurious  discrimina- 
tion be  hereafter  prohibited  by  law  of  Congress,  in  some 
form,  such  as  the  Joint  Resolution  now  before  your  honor- 
able bodies,  viz. : — Senate  resolution  (1st  session,)  No.  96, 
and  House  resolution.  No.  259,  of  July  14  and  17,  last,  re- 
spectively ;  and  that  all  qualified  physicians  be  thus  made 
equal  before  the  law,  in  the  government  service. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  etc. 


Dr.  Jephson  was  a  distigushed  physician  of  Leamington 
fifty  years  ago.  The  doctor  was  n^ted  for  brusque  and  un- 
ceremonious. A  London  lady,  a  high  and  mighty  leader  of 
society,  who  was  taken  suddenly  ill,  sent  for  him.  Jeph- 
:H>n  was  <«o  off-hand  with  her  grace  that  she  turned  on  him 
angrily  and  said  :  **Do  you  know  to  whom  you  are  speak- 
ing?" *'0h,  yes,'*  replied  Dr.  Jephson,  quietly,  '*to  an 
old  woman  with  the  stomach-ache." 


Book  Notices.  317 


%^t!ik  Soticts* 


Is  Consumption  Contaqious?  By  H.  C.  Olapp,  M.  D.,  Boston. 
Second  edition.    Price,  75  cts.    Otis,  Glapp  A  Son. 

Tliis  is  the  second  edition  of  this  little  hook  puhlished  in  1880,  with  an 
appendix  of  nine  pages,  in  which  is  introduced  Prof.  TyndalPs  letter  to 
the  London  Time$  on  the  snhject  of  Dr.  Koch^s  great  discovery  of  the 
bacilUis  of  tubercle.  In  this  discovery,  the  subject  under  discussion  has 
become  more  interesting,  and  its  contagiousness  granted  by  many. 

Catalogue  and  Price  Current,  and  Directory  of  Horn.  Physicians  in 
New  England.    Otis  Oapp  &  Son.,  Boston. 

We  are  glad  to  get  this  book.  It  shows  business  thrift,  and  the  record 
of  names  are  invaluable  to  us  as  an  editor  and  college  man. 

American  Newspaper  and  Catalogue  of  1889.  Edwin  Adams  & 
Brob.,  Cincinnati.    Arranged  for  convenience  of  advertisers.    718  p. 

Itj>  chief  value  to  us  is  in  giving  the  population  of  all  newspaper  towns. 
A  handsome  volume. 

Helps  to  Hear.  By  James  A.  Oampell,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Ophthalmolo- 
gy and  Otology  in  the  Hom.  Med.  College  of  Mo.  Oculist  and  aurist, 
(>ood  Samaritan  Hospital.  Oculist  and  aurist  to  St.  Louis  Children's 
hospital.  Oculist  and  aurist  to  the  GirPs  Industrial  Home.  Illustrated. 
108  pp.    Duncan  Bros.,  Chicago.    1882. 

Our  8<*hool  has  nothing  written  on  this  subject,  and  this  little  work  is 
very  welcome  to  the  public  and  the  profession.  And  as  the  author  is 
thoroughly  competent  to  write  on  any  theme  connected  with  this  special- 
ty, we  expect  all  the  aids  to  hearing  to  be  described  or  illustrated.  His 
picture  of  ^'A  class  of  Deaf  Mutes  Listening  to  Music  for  the  first  Time," 
is  very  good.  The  anatomy  of  the  ear  is  reviewed,  and  physiology  clear- 
ly given.  The  membrana  tympani  semi-circular  canals,  vestibules 
cochlea,  the  auricle,  how  sound  is  produced  and  perceived,  the  auditory 
nerve,  are  described  with  the  hand  of  a  master,  not  forgetting  to  give  the 
two  pathways  that  the  sound  wave  may  reach  the  distribution  of  the  nerve* 
'  The  helps  to  hear  are  chiefly  mechanical,  and  embrace  all  kinds  of  ear 
trumpets— crooked,  simple,  double,  square,  curved,  telescopic,  invisible, 
silver  cornets,  artificial  drumheads,  pledgets  of  cotton,  audiphones,  den- 
taphones,  osteophones  an  audinets— all  constructed  to  gather  and  carry 
sound  waves.  The  book  closes  with  illustration  an|of  the  telephone,  giv- 
ing the  theory  of  its  action,  and  the  hopes  for  the  deaf  in  the  near  future. 
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by  utilizing  the  principles  of  its  sound-transroitterfi.    Both  author  and 
publisher  have  done  well. 

Materia  Mkdica  and  Therapeutics.  By  Chas.  D.  F.  Phillips,  M.  D., 
Mem.  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  et<:.  Vol  I  and  II.  Wm.  Wood  & 
Co.,  New  York,  1882. 

The  inorganic  substance  are  here  treated  only,  and  two  volumes  of  300 
pages  are  produced.  The  first  volume  begins  with  oxygen  and  ends  with 
antimony.    The  second  begins  with  argentum  and. ends  with  zinc. 

Every  homoeopath  must  have  some  works  on  materia  modica  from  the 
old  school,  aiid  if  he.  wants  the  latest  and  best  this  is  the  one  to  buy. 
The  articles  on  iodine,  arsenic,  mercury,  sulphur  and  lime  are  very  fine 
indeed,  and  give  us  a  different  and  more  extended  vii»w  of  their  intelli- 
gent use  in  disease.  'I'hese  are  the  kind  of  books  that  live  men  buy  and 
study,  and  the  sale  ought  to  be  immense  to  both  schools. 

Asthma.  Its  Patliology  and  Treatment.  By  Henry  Hyde  Salter,  M.  D  . 
F.  R.  S.,  etc.  First  American  from  the  last  English  edition.  Wm. 
Wood  &  Co.,  New  York.    1882. 

There  is  everything  in  this  book  that  we  want  on  asthma,  except  the 
homoeopathic  treatment.'  The  whole  subject  of  asthma  is  handled  in  a 
clear  and  capable  maiiner,with  the  addition  of  233  ca«es  tabulated,giving 
the  results  of  treatment  used.  The  following  divisions  are  dwelt  upon : 
The  pathology,  the  clinical  history,  phenomena  of  the  intervals.varieties, 
etiology  consequences,  prognosis  and  treatment.  A.sthma  is  consider- 
ed an  essentially  nervous  disease,  dependant  on  a  epastic  contraction  of 
the  organic  muscles  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  hence  the  reme<lies  used  are 
<;hiefiy  anti-spasmodics,  depressants  and  stimulants. 

TRANSACTIONS  of  the  13th  annual  session  of  the  Hom.  Med.  Society  of 
Michigan,  with  the  compliments  of  Dr.  R.  B.  House,  Secy. 

It  is  a  finely  printed  book  of  168  pages,  and  voices  the  Michigan  soci- 
ety by  the  publication  of  some  very  fine  papers. 

Address  of  Di.  J.  C.  Morgan,  Pres.  of  the  Horn.  Med.  Society  of 
Pennsylvania,  September.  1882,  at  Altoona.  It  is  a  good  address,  and 
we  thank  him  for  its  manly  tones. 

Married  —Dr.  L.  E.  Whitney,  of  Carthage  and  Miss  Jennie  Kendal, 
of  Windsor.  Mo.  Another  * -prize  medal'^  man  gone  higher,  and  won  a 
better  prize.     It  is  a  habit  with  our  graduates. 


I 
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A  Peculiar  Operation.— At  the  HomoBopathic  dispensary  in  Louis- 
Tilie  on  November  11,  a  singular  operation  was  performed  on  a  colored 
man  named  Wm.  Tell,  who  was  suffering  from  a  large  tumor  growing 
on  his  face  and  neck.  The  surgeons  attempted,  before  undertaking  tlie 
operation  for  its  removal  with  a  knife,  to  place  the  subject  under  the  in- 
fluence of  ether  and  oth^r  ansestheticf^,  but  the  patient's  system 
refused  the  influence  of  the  strongest  applications.  Dr.  A.  O.  Smith,one 
of  the  surgeons  of  the  Dispensary,  attempted  the  mesmeric  influence  on 
Tell,  which  was  speedily  effected,  the  patient  remaining  insensible  to  the 
pain  when  a  pin  was  8r.uck  nearly  through  his  hand.  The  operation  of 
the  removal  of  the  tumor  was  begUn  at  9:30  a.  m..  but  owing  to  the  size 
and  care  was  not  concluded  until  11,  during  which  time  the  incision  was 
made,  and  afterwards  the  application  of  the  usual  means  to  stop  the  flow 
of  blood.  Tell  was  kept  hypnotised  all  the  time.  When  the  operation 
had  been  completed  the  patient  was  aroused  and  stated  that  he  had  been 
conscious  to  all  that  was  said  and  done,  but  felt  no  pain  whatever.  The 
operation  was  performed  by  Drs.  Smith  and  Koehler,  of  the  Dispensary 
stafT.  It  is  can.«ing  much  cofnment  in  medical  circles  as  an  improvement 
on  the  use  of  anmsrheti<;s.    Tell  is  doing  finely. 

Dk.  David  Hagoart  has  been  appointed  supreme  niedicnl  director* 
of  the  United  Order  of  Honor. 

Dr.  M.  T.  Runnels  did  himself  great  honor  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  arrangements  for  the  Am.  Pub.  Health  Association,  and  re- 
ceived an  omnibus  vote  of  thanks  for  his  work.  The  meetins:  was  a 
grand  one,  and  our  liomueopaths  showed  their  talents.  Wilson,  Verdi 
and  Beck  with  took  prominent  parts  in  the  discussions. 

A  very  considerable  company  gathered  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  L.  H. 
Dowling,  2817  Cass  avenue,  Friday  evening,  to  offer  a  welcome  to  the 
bride  and  groom,  then  just  arrived  from  the  north,  where  the  ceremony 
of  marriage  had  been  performed.  The  usual  congratulations  were  ex- 
tended, when  the  party  consisting  of  twenty  couples,  sat  down  to  a 
splendid  repast.  Mrs.  Dowling,  the  bride,  is  from  Oskaloosa,  la.  A 
pleasant  feature  of  the  occasion  was  the  presentation  of  a  silver  water 
pitcher,  goblet  and  waiter  by  the  students  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical 
College  of  Missouri,  of  which  the  doctor  is  one  of  the  professors.    Dr. 


320  St.  Louis  OKnical  Review. 

Shotwell  made  the  necessary  presentation  remarks,  and  was  replied  to 
in  a  happy  way  by  the  recipient. 

Koch  haH  found  the  bacillus  tuberculosis  in  the  expectoration  of  per* 
sons  suffering  from  pulmonary  phthisis  in  great  abundance.  Injected 
into  the  circulation  of  animals  this  expectoration  quickly  produced  tu- 
bercular disease,  whilst  non- phthisical  sputa  (Contained  no.bacllll  and  did 
not  injure  inoculated  animals. 

Dr.  HENRY  J.  DIOT8N1U3,  of  St.  Louls,  has  located  at  Price  P.  O.,  St. 
Louis  Co.,  Mo.  We  cheerfully  recommend  him  as  one  of  the 'best  of  our 
rising  young  men. 

Resignation  of  Dr.  Holmes.— It  is  reported  that  Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes 
professor  of  anatomy  in  the  Harvard  Medical  School,  has  resigned. 

Transplantation  op  Muscle — Dr.  Helferich,  of  Munich,  after  the 
removal  of  a  large  fibro-sarcoma  from  the  biceps  muscle  of  a  woman, 
refilled  the  gap  left  vacant  with  a  freshly  cut  piece  of  muscle  taken  from 
a  dog.  fastening  the  same  with  six  lower  and  thirty  upper  catgut  liga- 
tures. A  cure  followed  the  antiseptic  treatment.  The  patient  can  now 
readily  flex  and  extend  the  arm.  An  eleetri<tal  examination  instituted 
by  Ziemssen  did  not  show  any  abnormality,  and  it  appears  therefore  that 
the  transplanted  muscle  has  retained  its  vital  functions.— B«rZ(n9r  inia- 
isch£  WxikenscTifty  No.  46, 1882. 

DiAONOsis  OF  Uterine  Disease  bt  the  Larynooscope.— Dr.  Seller 
was  consulted  by  a  young  girl  with  general  relaxation  of  the  mucns  mem- 
brane of  the  throat,  which  he  concluded  to  be  due  to  uterine  disease,  for 
which  he  advised  her  to  put  herself  under  the  treatment  of  her  family 
physician,  as  local  treatment  of  the  throat  would  be  of  no  use  to  her 
Her  reply  was,  ^^Doctor,  if  I  had  known  that  you  could  see  all  the  way 
down  I  would  not  have  come  to  you.*' 

Removed.— Dr.  E.  K.  Shirley,  from  White  Hall,  III.  to  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
—1016  Glasgow  ave.    We  greet  him  warmly  to  our  great  city. 

Dr.  £d.  W.  Dewees  from  2*229  Chouteau  ave.  to  cor.  Clark  and  Jef- 
ferson aves . 

Dr.  J.  Martink  Kershaw  to  2200  Olive  St. 

Du.  Lrb  H.  Dowlino  to  2817  Cass  ave. 

Dr.  a.  L.  Monroe  from  Danville,  Kv.  to  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Dr.  O.  B.  Moss  from  Cleveland,  Ohio  to  Topeka,  Kas. 

Dr.  £.  P.  Bean  (Mrs.^  from  Marion ville,  Mo.  to  Purdy,  Mo. 

Dr.  J.  K.  Huffaker,  of  Brookfleld,  Kas.,  has  been  Hoalth  Officer  of 
his  eitv  since  I860.     AnoUier  St.  Louis  graduate  climbing  to  the  top. 
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ST.  LOUIS  SOCIETY  PROCEEDINGS ' 


April  24,  1882. 

Dr.  Uhbmyer  read  the  paper  of  the  evening,  Nux 
Vomica  being  the  subject. 

Dr.  Parsons — Am  I  right  in  understanding  you  to  say 
that  you  cured  left-sided  hernia  in  children  with  nux 
vomica  ? 

Dr.  Uhlemeyer — ^Yes.  I  have  cured  scores  of  cases,  a 
large  share  of  them  from  the  country  and  I  have  never  fail- 
ed in  cases  of  less  than  a  year's  duration. 

Dr.  Parsons — I  think  this  is  something  wonderful,  and  I 
want  it  to  be  on  record.  I  do  not  have  such  success  with 
cases  of  hernia.  I  shall  certainly  give  nux  vomica  to  the 
next  child  that  coi^.es  to  me  with  left-sided  inguinal  hernia. 
I  had  pretty  much  given  up  the  hope  of  curing  these  cases. 
Perhaps  the  essayist  can  give  us  some  more  explicit  direc- 
tions concerning  the  application  of  the  remedy. 

Drs.  Taft  and  Shirley,  visiting  physicians,  were  mvited  to 
take  part  in  the  discussion. 

Dr.  Edmonds — I  am  nearly  as  enthusiastic  in  regard  to 
nux  vomica  as  the  essayist.  There  is  only  one  remedy  that  I 
use  more  frequently.     It  has  certainly  helped  me  in   cases 
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of  strangulated  hernia,  though  I  cannot  say  it  ever  com- 
pletely cured  a  case  of  hernia  for  me.  In  one  instance  a 
boy  of  ten  years,  with  hernia  on  the  right  side  of  long 
standing  had  complained  of  pain  for  two  or  three  days,  and 
his  parents  attempted  to  reduce  his  hernia  without  success. 
I  gave  two  or  three  doses  of  nux  second  or  third  centesmal, 
put  the  boys  heels  up,  and  attempted  to  reduce  the  tumor 
without  success.  I  continued  giving  the  nux.  In  half  an 
hour  the  boy  went  to  sleep  and  when  he  awoke  the  tumor 
was  gone. 

Dr.  Valentine — ^There  must  be  some  reason  why  nvx 
benefits  left-sided  hernia  more  than  that  upon  the  right 
side.  Nux  acts  upon  the  lower  bowel  we  know  from  its 
effects  upon  the  rectum.  And  it  may  be  that  this  special 
effect  upon  the  lower  bowel  taken  with  the  anatomical  dif- 
ferences in  the  location  of  the  two  extremities  of  the  colon 
which  admits  it  to  protiude  upon  the  left  side,  explain  this 
action  of  nux,  Nux  affects  the  circular  muscular  fibers, 
we  see  from  the  iris  and  cramps  of  the  stomach.  It  doubt- 
less contracts  the  bowel,  and  after  the  hernia  has  been  re- 
duced it  contracts  the  internal  abdominal  ring.  For  the 
cure  of  hernia  a  constant  contraction  of  the  ring  must  be 
secured,  authors  say  an  adhesive  inflammation.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose Hahnemann  produced  hernia  in  a  proving.  This  use 
of  the  drug  must  have  been  f  :>und  by  experiments.  Nixx 
covered  a  great  many  of  the  symptoms  of  the  beer-drinking 
Germans  and  would  naturally  be  ranked  as  a  polycrest  by 
Hahnemann.  There  are  a  great  many  Americans  too  that 
work  hard  and  late  and  drink  beer,  and  nux  is  a  great  re- 
medy with  us.  But  I  do  not  understand  why  a  man  awakes 
at  three  o'clock  and  thinks  of  his  business.  The  use  of  tea, 
coffee,  and  hot  drugs  makes  a  use  for  nux. 

Dr.  Bahrenburg — The   statement  of   the   essayist  in  re- 
gard to  hernia  is  remarkable.     I  have  given  nux  to  small 
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children  with  hernia,  but  I  never  made  a  radical  cure  with 
it,  some  relief  being  the  extent  of  its  benefit.  Nvx  is  a 
lemedy  that  I  use  a  great  deal.  With  it  I  have  cured  cases 
of  hemorrhoids  m  clergymen  and  others  of  sedentary  habits. 
In  these  cases  I  have  used  it,  in  the  30th  and  higher  poten- 
cies, generally  the  200th.  I  hive  also  cured  with  it  many 
cases  of  dysentery,  especially  in  children.  Lately  I  have 
used  the  2000th  and  3000th  potencies  and  they  seemed  to 
act  well.  I  often  give  it  low,  too.  I  regard  it  as  one  of  the 
first  remedies  for  brain-workers.  Cimicifuga  is  almost  an 
equal.  I  have  seldom  succeeded  with  nux  in  constipation. 
Bryonia^  opium  and  plumbum  have  done  me  better  service. 
I  have  lately  cured  some  cases  with  bryonia  high. 

Dr.  Pearman — I  have  used  the  remedy  a  great  deal  in  the 
3rd  and  lower  potencies.  It  seems  to  benefit  relaxed 
mucous  membranes,  such  as  occur  in  dyspepsia  and  lucor- 
rhoea  Df  young  girls  before  puberty. 

Dr.  Sauter — I  seldom  use  higher  than  the  3rd  dilution, 
though  I  have  cured  a  case  of  hemorrhoids  with  a  high 
potency  after  having  failed  with  a  low. 

Dr.  Kent — I  am  hardly  prepared  to  believe  all  that  the 
essa^.  ist  has  told  us  about  hernia.  I  cannot  hef^  but  think 
that  he  has  been  deceived  about  his  cases.  But  I  do  not 
mean  to  scoff  at  his  statements.  I  shall  give  nux  to  the 
next  child  I  see  with  recent  left-sided  hernia.  I  do  not 
know  how  many  cases  of  this  kind  of  hernia  the  Doctor  has 
seen,  but  if  he  has  cured  six,  it  is  impoii;ant.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  apply  a  truss  to  a  child  until  it  is  several  years 
old. 

Dr.  Kershaw — I  have  never  believed  anything  in  the  cure 
of  hernia  by  nux^  but  Dr.  Uhlemeyer  is  better  qualified  to 
express  an  opinion  upon  that  subject  than  I  am.  Further- 
more,   I   do   not  think   that   nux  fills  the  bill  generally  as 
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often  as  it  is  coxDinonly  referred  to.  Like  arnica^  I  think  it 
is  used  altogether  too  much  and  gets  the  credit  for  doing 
lots  of  things  that  are  in  no  way  due  to  it.  We  give  it  too 
school  teachers,  students  and  those  that  follow  bad  habits, 
but  we  at  the  same  time  give  these  individuals  advice  in  re- 
gard to  their  habits  and  modes  of  living.  The  observance 
of  which  dispels  their  ailments,  and  they  and  perhaps  our- 
selves think  the  nux  did  it.  For  brain- workers  cimidfuga 
hyoscyamua^  and  bcUadonna  are  in  my  opinion  much  more 
valuable  remedies.  I  no  not  think  nux  will  cure  dysentery, 
at  any  rate  I  prefer  hot  water  injections  and  rest. 

Dr.  Bahrenburg — I  want  to  say  that  I  think  nux  the  best 
remedy  for  croup  cough — not  croup,  but  the  croup   cough. 

Dr.  Edmonds — We  all  have  our  theories  and  I  have  one 
in  which  I  am  becoming  quite  confirmed.  It  is  the  digestive 
disturbances  are  the  prime  causes  for  most  of  our  disorders. 
Nux  has  a  powerful  action  upon  the  digestive  organs,  hence 
its  wide  sphere  of  usefulness.  It  is  not  applicable  to 
peripheral  disorders. 

Dr.  Parsons — Every  doctor  looks  for  the  causes  of  dis- 
eases. The  young  physician  when  he  found  a  man  with  a 
dislocated  faw,  gave  him  sac,  lac,  while  he  went  home  to 
see  what  remedy  had  falling  of  the  jaw  was  an  exception. 
When  more  physicians  find  a  sliver  under  the  nail  they  pull 
it  out.  When  they  find  a  brain  over  worked  they  also 
attempt  to  remove  the  cause  of  the  attending  ills,  but  it 
many  cases  it  cannot  be  done,  and  something  must  be  done 
to  palliate  the  symptoms.  For  this  purpose  nux  is  a  great 
remedy.  It  is  said  that  nux  does  not  act  upon  the  brain, 
because  the  mind  remains  clear,  when  the  body  is  in  the 
most  violent  convulsions  from  poisoning  by  the  drug,  but 
trismus  is  one  of  the  first  symptoms  of  poisoning  and  the  5th 
fair  of  nerves  have  their  superficial  origin,  at  least  from  the 
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middle  lobe  of  the  cerebrum.  It  also  affects  the  nerves  of 
the  eye.  It  affects  all  the  nerves,  both  cranial  and  spinal. 
I  am  afraid  Dr.  Kershaw  is  not  a  good  Homceopathist.  I 
believe  nux  will  roll  the  scybalse  out  and  cure  dysentery. 
I  once  had  a  case  in  which  I  was  unable  by  my  hand  and 
hot  water  injections  to  dislodge  a  hardened  mass  in  the  left 
inguinal  region.  I  gave  nux  and  two  or  three  days  after- 
ward a  full  quart  of  hardened  feces  was  passed  and  the 
case  was  relieved.  I  think  the  uux  did  it,  and  I  am  willing 
to  give  my  old  friend  full  credit. 

Dr.  Kershaw — You  gave  nux  because  you  had  to  do 
something.  I  do  not  know  either,  but  your  mechanical 
measures  had  something  to  do  in  the  matter.  I  do  not 
wish  to  deny  that  nux  may  benefit  some  eases  of  constipa- 
tion, but  I  think  its  value  greatly  overated.  Hydrastis 
plumbum  and  opium  are  better  remedies.  As  for  the  symp- 
tom, a  constant  desire  to  go  to  stool,  ascribed  to  nux^  how 
many  times  is  it  due  to  displaced  uterus?  Will  any  one 
claim  that  it  will  be  removed  by  nr^x  when  due  to  such  a 
cause.  Dr.  Parsons  says  there  are  many  persons  who  can- 
not rest  their  minds  nor  correct  their  habits.  I  think  there 
are  very  few  who  cannot  take  a  walk  and  have  some  diver- 
sion every  day,  if  they  feel  disposed. 

Dr.  Valentine — I  think  nux  has  been  abused  long  enough. 
It  will  cure  people  without  their  taking  bare-back  exercise, 
etc.  Of  course,  these  are  auxiliaries,  but  nux  has  a  power 
of  its  own. 

Dr.  Walker — I  think  nux  acts  upon  the  white  rather  than 
upon  the  gray  matter  of  the  brain,  and  affects  the  motor 
more  than  the  sensory  functions.  The  location  of  faculties 
in  the  brain  is  little  understood,  but  it  is  pretty  clear  that 
the  cerebellum  coordinates  the  movements  of  the  body, 
and  it  probably   does   those  of   the   mind.     I  think  that  a 
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continual  shifting  in  the  application  of  the  mind  is  much 
more  productive  of  brain  fag  than  continual  application  to 
one  subject.  A  German  will  study  fourteen  hours  a  day 
without  thought  of  brain  fag,  but  a  man  looking  after  the 
details  of  an  extensive  business,  or  reading  fifty  or  sixty 
letters  a  day  upon  diverse  subjects,  will  be  greatly  wearied. 
I  think  from  the  multitudious  changes  in  his  attention, 
think  the  cerebellum  is  a  sort  of  governor  that  directs  these 
changes,  and  is  the  part  affected  in  the  brain  fag.  To  me 
indexing  is  one  of  the  most  tiring  of  occupations,  from  the 
continual  change  of  subject,  I  suppose.  I  think  indigestion 
too,  originates  in  the  cerebelbim.  If  I  eat  thoughtlessly 
after  being  worried  I  am  troubled  by  it.  It  is  not  the  great 
mental  workers,  those  who  apply  themselves  to  single  sub- 
ject with  great  energy  and  persistence  that  suffer  from 
brain  fa^:  and  its  attendant  evils.  I  will  be  bound  that 
neither  General  Grant  nor  Captain  Eads  ever  had  dyspepsia 
from  over  work.  Nux  affects  more  those  of  strong  vitality 
while  arsenic  affects  more  powerfully  the  sluggish. 
Mageudie  gave  ninety  times  more  of  the  former  to  a  turkey 
than  to  a  dog  before  it  was  poisoned. 

Dr.  Morgan — Though  I  am  a  decidedly  ivxk  subject  my- 
self, yet  I  think  with  Dr.  Kershaw  that  the  remedy  is  much 
overestimated.  I  think  no  remedy  has  disappointed  me  so 
many  times  when  I  have  been  pretty  certam  in  prescribing 
that  I  had  hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  Hernia,  occuring  soon 
after  birth,  in  some  cases  at  least,  tends  to  cure  itself.  At 
birth  sulficient  time  may  not  have  elapsed  since  the  descent 
of  the  testicle  for  obliteration  of  its  canal  of  passage,  and 
if  the  child  does  not  cry  or  strain  so  as  to  keep  the  canal 
dilated  with  intestine,  the  process  will  be  completed  and  the 
hernia  cured  by  the  regular  method  of  development.  Nux 
probably  has  some  tonic  effect  upon  these  cases,  but  I  look 
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upon  it  as  an  open  question  whether  the  recoveries  attribut- 
ed to  it  were  due  to  it  or  merely  spontaneous.  Dr.  Valentine 
speaks  jf  an  anatomical  arrangement  which  brings  a  part  of 
the  colon  specially  affected  by  nux  where  it  may  protrude 
upon  the  left  side.  It  would  interest  me  to  know  what  pro- 
portion of  hernial  tumors  include  a  part  of  the  colon.  As 
regards  brain  fag  I  have  some  notions  that  may  be  peculiar. 
In  the  first  place  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  such  thing  as 
physical  breaking  down  from  mental  overwork.  I  do  not 
deny  the  possibility  of  it,  but  I  claim  that  instances  of  it  are 
so  rare  that  a  physician  w  ill  not  see  more  than  two  or  three 
cases  in  a  lifetime.  80  called  brain  fag  is  tobacco  fag, 
whiskey  fag,  penis  fag,  or  some  other  fag  of  depravity,  or 
bogus  civilization,  due  to  anything  in  the  world  but  mental 
overwork.  It  is  only  a  piece  of  political  flattery  for  the 
profession  to  cover  up  the  follies  and  vices  of  the  people 
with  such  a  term  as  brain  fag.  The  men  who  do  the  think- 
ing and  studying  for  the  race  are  not  troubled  with  anything 
of  this  kind.  I  do  not  overlook  the  worriments  caused  in 
uncertain  or  unfortunate  business  enterprises,  or  by  family 
afflictions  or  bereavements,  but  I  hold  that  there  effect  is  due 
to  depression  of  feelings,  and  not  to  overwork  of  any  men- 
tal faculty.  A  numerous  class  of  the  so  called  brain-fagged 
are  those  whose  muscles  and  brains  are  soft  from  disuse. 
The  key  note  for  nux  vomica  in  such  cases  is  surfeited 
laziness.     Something  else  may  be  more  indicated. 

Dr.  Uhlemeyer — I  did  not  say  that  nux  was  applicable  to 
all  kinds  of  brain  fag.  I  described  the  cases  to  which  it  is 
applicable  in  my  paper.  If  any  of  you  shall  have  a  recent 
case  of  hernia  in  a  young  child  upon  the  left  side,  and  fail 
to  cure  it  with  nux  vomica ^  I  hope  you  will  let  me  know. 

W.  B.  MoROAK,  Secretary. 
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June  12,  1882. 
Dr.  Kershaw  read  a  paper  on  Vertigo. 

Dr.  Kent — I  wish  the  essayist  had  told  us  how  to  cure 
various  forms  of  vertigo  that  he  has  described.  In  regard 
to  the  laryngeal  form  I  have  an  idea.  I  have  seen  one  case 
cured  by  the  removal  of  a  polypus  from  the  larnyx  and 
have  seen  others  due  in  my  opinion  to  oedema  or  other 
obstruction  of  this  part.  I  believe  the  vertigo  is  due  to 
imperfect  aeration  of  the  blood  rather  than  to  any  reflex 
nerve  action.  When  I  have  a  case  of  vertigo  to  treat,  I 
find  out,  if  possible,  whether  there  is  any  mechanical  cause 
for  disturbance  of  the  cerebral  circulation,  such  as  a  tumor, 
hemorrhage  or  an  injury.  If  I  do  find  any  cause  of  this 
kind,  I  do  not  expect  a  great  deal  from  treatment,  but  if 
the  disturbance  of  cerebral  circulation  is  functional  or  due 
to  some  removable  toxic  agent  much  is  to  be  hoped.  The 
chronic  effects  of  sunstroke,  though  troublesome,  are  much 
benefited  by  Homceopathic  treatment.  If  there  is  a  ten- 
dency to  whirl  around,  it  is  supposed  that  there  is  disturb- 
ance in  the  cerebellum,  but  I  do  not  think  anything  definite 
is  known  of  a  precise  spot  for  the  origin  of  vertigo.  Pro- 
bably the  more  common  forms  result  from  disorders  of  the 
stomach  and  heart.  I  am  sorry  the  Doctor  did  not  tell  us 
more  of  the  treatment. 

Dr.  Gundelach — The  conditions  under  which  vertigo 
manifests  itself  are  various.  One  person  may  have  it  on 
looking  up,  another  on  looking  down  ;  one  from  ascending, 
another -from  the  sight  of  an  open  plain.  I  have  a  lady 
under  treatment  who  gets  dizzy  from  looking  at  the  surface 
of  water.  I  get  dizzy  myself  from  being  in  a  gallery  or  on 
a  tower.     HypersBmia  may  be  a  cause  for  many   cases,  but 
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it  would  be  very  hard  to  explain  why  vertigo  should  arise 
from  the  various  exciting  causes  that  we  have  all  seen. 

Dr.  Cummings — Ross  says  the  puemnogastrie  nerves  have 
nothing  to  do  wit«h  vertigo,  and  so  little  is  known  of  the 
sympathetic  that  we  can  not  sav  what  that  may  have  to  do 
with  the  matter.  Some  very  bad  wounds  of  the  head  cause 
no  vertiojo,  but  it  has  been  produced  hy  vivisection.  Vertigo 
from  being  in  a  high  place  is  no  more  than  a  normal  sensa- 
tion, instinctive  from  our  self-preservation.  Lachesis  is  a 
remedy  for  vertigo  for  looking  up,  bryonia  where  the 
patient  dreams  of  his  business  after  sunstroke.  I  have  re- 
lieved a  case  in  a  girl,  when  there  was  a  disposition  to  turn 
to  the  right  with  cuprum. 

Dr.  Morgan — The  symptom  of  vertigo  is  as  hard  to  ex- 
plain as  any  other.  It  is  present  in  hypersBmia,  anaemia 
and  toxaemia  of  the  brain  and  in  cases  where  the  pathology 
cannot  even  be  guessed  at.  It  is  more  a  disorder  of  sensa- 
tion than  a  motion  or  coordination.  A  person  can  walk 
perfectly  straight  or  perform  other  ordinary  acts  when  his 
head  is  in  a  terrible  whirl ;  it  is  only  after  the  disorder  of 
sensation  has  become  extreme  that  he  staggers  up  against 
the  fence  or  backs  up  and  sets  down  in  a  mud  puddle.  In 
my  opinion,  all  attempts  to  cipher  out  a  philosophy  and 
reason  from  it  a  treatment  for  a  symptom  of  so  uncertain 
origin  will  be  vain.  Removal  of  causes  that  may  be  known 
and  adaptation  of  remedies  to  the  symptoms  without  getting 
lost  in  the  unknown  field  that  lies  between,  will  prove  the 
most  satisfactory  method. 

Dr.  Walker — Irregular  circulation  within  the  brain  is 
probably  the  immediate  cause  of  vertigo.  The  unlimited 
causes  are  greatly  varied.  Nearly  all  the  drugs  that  have 
been  proved  caused  it  and  it  is  present  in  many  diseases, 
but  what  suffices  to  produce  it  in  one  individual  may  fail  in 
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another.  Some  persons  seem  to  Be  predisposed  to  it- 
Writers  do  not  agree  as  to  the  nature  of  the  symptom. 
Niemeyer  calls  it  hallucination.  Tremors,  atheromatous, 
degeneration,  heat,  mephitic  odors  are, other  causes.  If  I 
stand  on  a  bridge  and  look  down  stream  at  the  current  of 
water,  I  experience  it,  but  I  do  not  when  I  look  up 
stream.  The  symptom  is  rare  in  children  and  generally 
very  transitory  in  middle  aged  persons.  It  is  liable  to  be 
caused  by  irregular  or  excessive  eating  or  by  worms.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  say  what  location  in  the  brain  is  affected  to 
produce  this  symptom.  In  old  people  hyperemia  and 
anaemia  are  easily  distinguished  causes  and  may  allevate  in 
the  same  individual.  The  color  of  the  face  is  not  always 
an  indication  of  the  amount  of  blood  within  the  brain. 
Vertigo  from  anaemia,  I  think,  can  be  relieved  by  digitalis 
more  frequently  than  by  any  other  drug. 

1  have  a  case  now  in  a  child  four  years  old,  which  I  fear 
may  result  in  epilepsy.  She  gets  giddy  and  is  compelled 
to  catch  on  to  something,  but  does  not  fall.  For  a  time  she 
had  these  attacks  every  day,  then  every  other  day  and 
finally  every  Friday,  sometimes  at  nights  and  sometimes  in 
the  morninor.  Excitement  brinies  on  the  attack.  She  has 
had  bromide  of  ammonia  and  aoda  Ix ,  and  sometimes  for 
a  week.  Bromide  of  potash  is  not  good  to  give  for  a  long 
time.  Vertigo  from  swinging  or  tobacco  is  relieved  by  the 
remove  cause.  Rest  with  ////^,  ipec^  phos-^cidj  etc,,  is  the 
remedy.  Wier  Mitchell  has  probably  studied  up  the  sub- 
ject best.  Digitalis^  ergots  cautery  and  bromide  of  potash 
have  been  used  by  the  allopaths. 

Dr.  Harris— Was  the  cautery  applied  to  the  back? 

Dr.  Walker — I  believe  so. 

Dr.  Kershaw — Vertigo  is  doubtless  due  to  irregular  cir- 
culation  generally  due  to  vaso-motor  disturbance,  but  I  do 
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not  think  the  trouble  can  be  confined  to  any  circumscribed 
locality  within  the  skull. 

W.  B.  Morgan,  Secretary. 


SOCIETY    PROCEEDINGS. 

June  26,  1882. 
•  Dr.  Harris  read  a  paper  upon  Diseases  of  the  Season. 

Dr.  Cummings — Mercurius  does  not  seem  to  be  the  re- 
medies for  dysentery  at  present,  nor  does  padophyllum 
which  I  thought  would  be  of  benefit  until  I  tried  it.  The 
head  symptoms  develop  very  soon.  In  one  case  where  the 
child  cried  out  suddenly,  and  called  for  things  which  it 
did  not  want  when  offered,  I  gave  cinay  but  there  was  no 
improvement  until  I  gave  santonine.  I  gave  no  belladonia. 
Where  there  is  restlessness  with  the  characteristic  thirst  I 
give  arsenic.  There  has  been  no  fever  in  the  cases  I  have 
seen  lately.  Veratrum  does  no  good.  I  think  colocynth 
will  be  more  valuable  than  mercurius.  Probably  zinc  will 
come  in  well  in  the  advanced  stages. 

Dr.  Valentine — I  have  never  known  of  what  is  called  an 
epidemic  remedy  and  I  have  stopped  looking  for  one.  I  try 
to  give  a  remedy  adapted  to  the  case  in  hand  and  I  find 
that  different  temperaments,  habits  and  surroundings  require 
considerable  variety  of  treatment  for  different  cases  that 
are  classed  together  under  one  name.  Something  may  be 
learned  by  comparmg  one  season  with  another.  I  have  no 
recollection  of  the  year  Dr.  Harris  refers  to,  but  he  had  a 
large  practice  in  Carondelet,  and  its  peculiarities  have  be- 
come fixed  in  his  mind.  I  have  just  returned  after  two 
weeks'  absence,  and  do  not  know  just  what  diseases  are  pre- 
vailing at  present.  As  a  rule,  abdominal  complaints  pre- 
vail in  tne  summer  and  pulmonary  in  winter,  and  as  a  con 
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sequence  we  have  summer  and  winter  remedies.  In  my  es- 
timation veratrum  is  worth  all  other  remedies  in  bowel  com- 
plaints. Before  1  went  away  1  cured  several  intermittents 
with  arsenic. 

Dr.  Collisson. — I  agree  with  Dr.  Valentine  as  to  epidemic 
remedies.  In  bowel  complaints  colocynth  is  my  most 
valued  remedy.  If  there  is  pain  with  an  inclination  to 
double  up,  I  never  forget  colocynth.  It  is  sometimes  valua- 
ble in  uterine  colic  also.  I  have  used  it  frequently  of  late, 
sometimes  in  alternation  with  belladonna.  To  two  patients 
to-night,  with  flushed,  red  faces,  I  gave  bell,  alone.  I  gen- 
erally use  colocynth  in  the  2^ . 

Dr.  Richardson. — I  am  getting  to  depend  more  upon 
hygenic  measures,  particularly  in  thase  bowol  diseases.  I 
think  that  to-day's  cold  weather  has  done  more  good  to  my 
patients  of  this  class  than  all  the  drugs  I  have  given  them. 
There  seems  to  be  something  peculiar  about  the  climate  here 
in  the  city,  especially,  that  is  not  to  l)e  found  in  the  South 
or  East.  In  the  hygenic  management  of  patients  suffering 
with  bowel  complaints,  the  surroundings  are  more  impor- 
tant than  the  diet.  It  is  necessary  to  get  the  babies  out  of 
the  heated  buildino^s  and  streets.  Lust  Fridav  I  sent  one 
ten  miles  out  into  the  country.  That  one  trip  made  great 
improvement  in  the  case.  Ozone,  or  some  other  element 
not  found  in  confined,  heated  places  is  needed.  Slippery 
elm  and  gum  arabic  are  good  palliatives.  Of  late  I  have 
seen  some  cases  of  watery  diarrhoea  which  china  benefitted 
more  than  any  other  drug.  I  recollect  using  pod.  success- 
fully in  a  immber  of  cases  in  the  year  Dr.  Harris  has  refer- 
red to.  Gels,  cured  many  of  the  fevers  too.  In  the  ma- 
larial fevers  this  year,  I  have  found  nux  more  curative  than 
any  other  remedy.  Several  years  ago  I  Mf^^d  polygonum 
successfully  in  a  large  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea  in  chil- 
dren, but  have  not  lately. 
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Du.  Kent. — I  am  glad  Dr.  Richardson  has  referred  to  the 
value  of  hygienic  measures.  They  are  especially  important 
in  bowel  affections.  I  have  cured  some  cases  lately  with 
calc  phos.  The  stools  were  undigested,  slimy  and  contain- 
uig  some  blood.  It  cured  some,  where  greenish  slime  or 
watery  stools  might  seem  to  indicate  belL  I  have  used 
arnica  in  cases  more  dysenteric ;  some  have  been  hybrid  in 
nitare.  I  gave  veratrum;  some,  about  two  weeks  ago. 
Bell's  work  is  of  great  value  to  me  in  selecting  the  remedy. 
Arnica,  veratrum,  calc,  phos,,  and  bell,,  have  cured  most 
of  the  cases  I  have  seen  lately. 

Dr.  MoiiGA^\ — I  have  nothing  to  say,  except  that  I  have 
run  across  what  wtis  to  me,  at  least,  a  new  remedy  for  inter- 
mittent fever.  It  is  peach  leaves.  A  patient  of  mine  cured 
her  three  children  with  a  tea  made  from  the  leaves  of  a 
peach  tree,  after  they  had  each  had  several  unmistakable 
paroxysms  of  intermittent  fever.  I  have  not  tried  it  my- 
self, but  I  shall.  Peach  leaves  are  poisonous  enough  to 
require  caution  in  their  use.  I  once  heard  of  a  cow  that 
died  from  eating  them. 

Dr.  £ichard60N. — Old  Dr.  Vastine  used  to  have  a  great 
practice.  He  gave  cina  to  all  children,  and  cured  all  his 
malarial  cases  with  corn-leaf  tea. 

Dr.  Harris. — I  do  not  think  that  any  one  remedy  will 
cure  all  cases  of  any  disease,  but  there  certainly  are  times 
when  one  or  more  remedies  are  required  in  a  large  proportion 
of  eases.  Dr.  Valentine  admits  that  there  are  summer  and 
winter  remedies.  I  do  not  find  veratrum  beneficial  so  fre- 
quently as  beU,  CclocyrUh  often  does  good.  Each  man 
has  his  notions  about  hygiene.  Country  air,  or  out-door 
air  at  least,  are  beneficial.  Cold  days  do  good  sometimes, 
but  they  will  not  come  when  we  want  them.  Calc.  phos,  is 
a  valuable  remedy,  and  I  think  we  miss  it  in  not  using  the 
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tissue  remedies  more.  In  malarial  complaints  I  use  quinine 
when  it  is  indicated.  I  do  not  find  it  required  in  so  great  a 
proportion  of  cases  this  year  as  in  some  others,  but  there 
are  some  that  nothing  else  I  know  of  will  cure. 

Dr.  Richardson. — I  use  quinine  extensively  as  every  body 
else  does.  The  Horaoeopatliic  law  was  discoverf d  from  it. 
Why  need  we  be  ashamed  to  confess  to  the  use  of  it? 

Dr.  Kent. — When  Dr.  Richardson  gets  a  case  of  mala- 
rial fever  that  he  cannot  cure  with  quinine,  as  he  must  fre- 
quently, let  him  send  it  to  me,  and  I  will  cure  it  nearly 
every  time,  with  no  lower  than  the  200*^  potencies. 

Dr.  Collisson. — ^We  have  as  much  right  to  use  quinine  as 
any  body.  I  never  give  more  than  two-grain  doses,  gener- 
ally less.  I  used  to  be  of  the  same  opinion  as  Dr.  Kent. 
For  fourteen  years  I  got  along  without  using  quinine,  but 
I  cannot  do  so  now.  During  one  season,  a  few  years  ago, 
I  cured  a  great  many  cases  with  ipecac^  but  I  have  not  been 
able  to  do  so  since. 

Dr.  Valentine. — Dr.  Kent  fears  that  he  may  not  prac- 
tice homoeopathy,  but  there  is  such  a  thing  as  attempting 
for  apparent  consistency's  sake  to  adhere  to  doctrines  which 
do  not  properly  belong  to  homoeopathy,  and  are  not  true. 
A  chronic  chill  habit  remaining  after  the  subsidence  of  the 
more  active  disease  may  be  cured  by  high  potencies,  but  the 
majority  of  acute  cases  are  the  most  certainly  and  satisfac- 
torily cured  by  substantial  doses  of  \\iG  cinchona  preparations. 
I  have  seen  the  statement  that  this  Western  country  could 
never  have  been  settled  without  quinine,  and  I  think  it  true, 
as  regards  large  sections,  at  least.  Dr.  Richardson  hit  the 
nail  on  the  head  when  he  said,  cool  air  is  necessary  for  the 
bowel  complaints  of  children. 

Dr.  Kent. — I  do  not  question  the  right  of  anyone  to  use 
quinine  ;  but  I  do  not.     I  prefer  the  attenuations.     I  am  no 
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novice  in  the  treatment  of  malarial  diseaees,  and  I  have 
formerly  had  abundant  experience  with  quinine.  I  now  bjc- 
ceed  more  to  my  satisfaction  with  the  homoeopathic  remedy. 
There  ib  seldom  a  patient  that  has  as  many  as  four  or  five 
chills  before  his  disease  is  removed  so  that  there  is  no  recur- 
rence nor  any  of  the  sequelae  that  frequently  follow  sup- 
pression with  quinine.  It  makes  no  difference  whether  the 
case  is  acute  or  chronic,  the  homoeopathic  remedy  is  as 
applicable  in  one  instance  as  the  other. 

Dr.  Harris. — Dr.  Morgan's  speaking  of  the  use  of  peach 
leaves,  reminds  me  of  a  statement  that  T  have  seen  to  the 
effect  that  hay  fever  was  thought  to  be  caused,  in  some  in- 
stances, by  germs  that  live  in  the  down  of  peaches.  If  such 
13  the  case,  it  would  be  a  good  plan  for  those  who  are  dis- 
posed to  that  disease,  to  peal  their  peaches  before  eating 
them.  W.  B.  Morgan,  Secretary. 


ON  THE  ACTION  OF  CERTAIN  MEDICINES  HOMCEO- 

PATHIC  TO  HEMORRHAGES. 


BY   PROF.    E.    M.    HALE,   M.    D.,    CHICAGO,    ILL. 


There  are  many  who  are  content  to  Icnow,  or  believe,  that 
certain  remedies  are  homceopathic  to  hsemorrhage,  without 
caring  to  inquire  in  what  way  they  act  on  the  human  organ- 
ism so  as  to  cause  and  cure  hsemorrhages. 

But  there  are  also  many  physicians  of  our  school  who  are 
not  conteirt  with  this  amount  of  knowledge.  They  would 
also  like  to  know  how  a  medicine  causes  bleeding  from  blood 
vessels.  This  latter  class  resemble  those  scientists  who  are 
aot  content  with  ascertaining  the  existence  of  a  fact  in  natural 
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science,  but  have  a  desire  to  know  the  ultimate  forces  which 
cause  such  facts  to  exist. 

Haemorrhages  seem  to  arise  from  two  opposite  conditions 
of  the  blood-vessels,  namely : — 

I.  An  abnormal  force  of  the  heart's  action  producing 
such  a  tense,  congested  condition  of  the  blood-vessels  as  to 
cause  rupture  and  effusion  of  blood. 

II.  A  laxity  of  the  coats  of  the  vessels  to  su'h  an  extent 
as  to  cause  them  to  permit  the  escape  of  blood  either  from 
rupture  or  exosmosis. 

The  first  kind  of  haemorrhage  has  been  termed  active; 
the  latter  joa««2t;e. 

The  question  arises — Have  we  remedies  which  correspond 
closely  to  the  two  forms  of  hieinorrha*rc  above  described? 

I  think  it  can  be  shown  that  we  have,  and  that  our  reme- 
dies  should  be  carefully  selected — not  only  to  accord  with 
the  characteristic  symptoms  of  each  case,  but  with  the 
pathological  condition  which  exists  in  each  case. 

Among  the  medicines  which  cause  active  hsemorrhage 
alone  may  be  named  Aconite^  Belladonna^  Bryonia ^  Chamc* 
millay  Gelsemiumy  Veratrum  viride,  Th.^re  are,  of  course, 
many  others  which  have  the  same  action.  It  will  be  ob- 
served that  none  of  these  remedies  are  ever  used  for  pas- 
sive hoemoiThage.  They  cause  bleeding  by  exciting  the 
action  of  the  heart  to  such  an  extent  that  the  blood  is 
forced  into  the  blood-vessels  with  such  power  that  effusion 
from  rupture  results.  The  blood-ve&scls  cannot  resist  the 
vis  a  tergo,  and  they  !)reak,  as  a  piece  of  hose  breaks  under 
the  too  heavy  pressure  of  the  engine,  and  not  liecause  it  is 
too  weak.  The  blood  in  such  hiemorrhages  is  always  arte- 
rial— always  florid — and  nearh^  always  affords  relief  to  the 
congested  organs.  Such  hsemorrhages  should  not  be  aiTested 
by  astringents  or  cold — ^l)ut  by  lowering  the  force  of  the 
heart's  action. 
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Another  class  of  medicines  which  cause  haemorrhage,  have 
a  double  action.  They  cause  it  by  their  primary — as  well 
as  by  a  secondary  action,  and,  in  consequence,  are  equally 
homcBopathic  to  either  kind.  Among  a  large  number  which 
may  be  mentioned,  I  select  only  the  following: — Crocus ^ 
China,  Erigeron,  Hamamelis,  Ipecac,  Milefol.,  Phospho- 
rus, Pulsatilla,  Sabina,  Secale,  Trillium,  Terebinth,  UstiU 
ago. 

The  primary  action  of  all  these  medicines,  when  taken  in 
large  doses  is  to  cause  active  congestion  of  the  various 
organs  of  the  body,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  induce  active 
arterial  bleeding. 

When  this  stage  of  active  congestion  (arterial)  passes  off, 
the  blood-vessels,  hitherto  tense  and  overloaded,  become 
engorged,  and  their  muscular  coats  relaxed.  Then  we  have 
not  only  passive  arterial  stasis' but  venous  stasis  as  well. 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  know  this  pathogenetic  fact,  we 
ought  to  know  and  understand  the  sequence  of  these  condi- 
tions. Of  what  value  is  it  to  know  that  these  medicines 
cause  both  a  primary  and  secondary  haemorrhage  ?  How  can 
we  make  our  practice  more  efficient  by  knowing  that  they 
cause  first  active,  and  then  passive  heemorrhage? 

The  fact  that  homoeopathic  medicines  are  recommended 
for  opposite  symptoms  and  pathological  states  has  been  a 
puzzle  to  students  of  our  school  ever  since  the  days  of 
Hahnemann. 

The  time  will  come  when  this  double,  or  opposite,  action 
of  all,  or  nearly  all,  medicines  will  surely  be  recognized,  and 
when  this  is  the  case,  our  practice  will  be  rendered  more 
certain  and  scientific. 

Briefly,  I  will  give  you  one  rule  for  the  successful  pre- 
scribing of  the  above  medicines.  If  the  haemorrhage  be 
active  from  acute  congestion,  administer  them  in  the  middle 
or  high  potencies,  because  you  are  prescribing  for  primary 
effects,  and  no  medicine  should  be  given  for  symptoms  re- 
sembling those  of  its  primary  action,  except  in  the  smallest 
doaes.  . 
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On  the  other  haud,  if  the  haemorrhage  occur  in  conse- 
quence of  debility,  during  prostmting  diseases,  or  after 
severe  acute  hsemorrhages,  and  the  blood  is  dark,  grumous, 
does  not  coagulate  readily,  and  recurs  from  every  motion  or 
excitement,  prescribe  the  above  medicines  in  the  lowest 
potencies,  or  in  material  doses. 

I  have  followed  this  plan  for  many  years  and  have  taught 
it  in  my  lectures  to  successive  classes  of  medical  students. 
My  own  experience,  and  that  of  those  who  follow  my  teach- 
ings, has  been  so  successful  that  I  believe  the  true  theory  of 
dose  has  been  finally  reached. 

I  might  adduce  many  cases  of  haemoptysis,  epistaxis, 
hsemetemesLS,  meti*orrhagia,  haematuria,  etc.,  which  would 
abundantly  prove  the  above  theory.  But  I  believe  it  will 
occur  to  every  physician  who  reads  this  paper,  that  he  has 
had  in  his  own  practice  many  cases  which  aptly  illustrate 
this  principle. 

The  blind  practice  of  prescribing  the  same  dose  of  the 
hemoeopathic  remedy  in  all  conditions,  both  primary  and 
secondary,  has  done  vast  injury  to  our  practice. 

Who  would  dare  to  give  as  much  Turpentine  in  acuie 
nephritis  with  bloody  urine,  as  in  jpa««ve  haematuria? 
While  turpentine  30th  would  cure  the  former  promptly 
without  aggravation,  it  would  fail  to  cure  the  latter,  and 
while  Turpentine  Ix  dil.  would  arrest  passive  haematuria,  it 
would  fearfully  aggravate  acute  congestive  nephritis. — Med. 
Counselor. 


Death  in  a  Dentist's  Chair  from  Chloroform.  —  A 
lady  living  in  Duunville,  Ontario,  died  in  a  dentist's  chair  on 
September  11th,  while  under  the  influence  of  chloroform, 
which  had  been  administered  by  her  physician  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  her  teeth  extracted. 
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SOME  INTERESTING  POST  MORTEMS--TWO  CASES 
OF  MITRAL  OSSIFICATION   AND  ONE  OF 

ADDISON'S  DISEASE. 


BY   W.    JOHN   HARRIS,   M.    D.,    ST.    LOUIS,    MO. 

Last  June  I  was  called  to  see  the  following  case,  in  con- 
sultation with  Dr.  Collisson,  of  this  city.  The  patient  was 
a  man  fifty  years  old,  who  had  lived  in  Texas  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  had  always  been  a  hard  worker,  and  though 
a  railroad  contractor,  had  generally  lived  very  abstemiously, 
and  never  had  been  addicted  to  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors. 
For  the  past  two  years  has  been  in  the  banking  .business.  I 
found  him  suffering  from  terrible  dyspnoea,  he  could 
scarcely  breathe.  The  feet  and  hands  were  dropsical  and 
cold  as  ice.  Face  bloated  and  bluish  in  appearance.  Tongue 
looked  raw  and  sore.  Great  sensitiveness  over  the  stomach. 
Expectorates  blood  and  pus,  without  any  cough.  Bowels 
were  constipated  for  some  days,  followed  by  diarrhoea  for  a 
day  or  so.  Mitral  murmur  very  distinct.  Mucous  rales 
over  greater  portion  of  right  lung. 

Dr.  Collisson  had  diagnosed  it  as  a  case  of  mitral  insuf- 
ficiency, with  enlargement  of  liver  and  ulceration  of  stomach, 
which  diagnosis  I  confirmed,  adding  the  above  mentioned 
condition  of  the  lungs. 

Of  course,  with  a  patient  in  this  condition,  all  we  could 
hope  to  do  for  him  was  to  try  and  make  him  more  comfort- 
able. He  was  informed  of  his  dangerous  condition,  and 
seemed  to  fully  realize  the  probability  of  his  early  death. 

From  the  careful  administration  of  Veratrum  Album  ^ 
Arsenicum  and  Carbo,  Veg.,  he  obtained  some  ease,  but  in 
spite  of  constant  care  he  gradually  grew  weaker,  and  died 
on  the  fourteenth  day  from  the  time  of  our  seeing  him. 
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The  post  mortem  was  made  about  ten  hours  after  death, 
Drs.  Collisson  and  Comstock  being  present.  We  found  the 
pericardium  contained  over  ten  ounces  of  fluid,  heart  very 
much  hypertrophied,  especially  the  ventricles,  both  ven- 
tricles and  auricles  were  filled  with  black  clots  of  blood. 
The  mitral  valve  was  completely  ossified. 

Both  lungs  were  infittrated  and  the  left  side  was  one  mass 
of  pleural  adhesions.  The  liver  was  enormously  enlarged. 
The  stomach  very  small,  and  was  one  mass  of  ulceration, 
there  being  no  healthy  mucous  membrane  left. 

CASE  OF  Addison's  disease. 

On  May  22d  last,  August  Meisner,  age  53,  was  admitted 
to  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital.  He  complained  of  great 
weakness,  great  sensitiveness  over  the  stomach,  could  not 
bear  the  least  pressure.  Vomits  bile,  especially  in  the 
morning      Bowels  constipated. 

The  skin  had  a  bronzed  appearance,  especially  over  the 
face  and  abdomen.  The  general  appearance  of  the  body 
was  of  emaciation.  The  urine  was  very  strongly  alkaline, 
and  contained  over  ten  per  cent,  of  albumen.  His  strength 
gradually  failed,  he  became  more  and  more  exhausted,  until 
death  relieved  his  sufferings  on  July  1st.  The  post  mortem, 
made  soon  after  death — present  Drs.  Collisson  and  Com- 
stock :  General  appearance  of  skin  bronzed,  but  particu- 
larly so  over  the  face,  and  lower  portion  of  back.  Body 
very  much  emaciated  ;  heart  hypertrophied  ;  four  ounces  of 
fluid  in  pericardium  ;  both  lungs  oedematous  ;  strong  adhe- 
sions on  both  sides ;  stomach  very  small,  with  ulceration  of 
mucous  membrane— only  a  small  spot  of  healthy  membrane 
near  the  pylorus. 

Right  kidney  enlarged  and  showed  evidences  of  ne- 
phritis. 

Left  kidney  small — ^two  inches  long,  one  inch  wide  and 
one-fourth  inch  thick ;  was  of  a  leathery  appearance,  with 
hard,  yellow  deposits  throughout. 
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Very  strong  adhesions  over  both  kidneys. 

The  supra  renal  capsule  on  right  side  very  soft  and  stric- 
ture easily  broken. 

The  left  presented  similar  features  to  the  kidney  on  that 
side,  but  contained  more  yellow  deposit. 

On  June  15th,  John  Brandt,  age  r>0,  was  admitted  to  the 
Good  Samaritan  Hospital.  Said  he  had  been  sick  for  six 
months,  and  said  that  his  great  trouble  was  from  shortness 
of  breath. 

The  feet  and  legs  were  very  much  swollen  and  in  a  few 
da^s  after  his  admission  the  scrotum  became  very  much 
enlarged.     The  liver  seemed  to  be  slightly  enlarged. 

Heart  sounds  were  verv  indistinct,  but  mitral  disease  was 
clearly  present.  Increased  area  of  dullness  on  percussion, 
with  friction  sound  at  the  apex.  The  case  was  diagnosed 
endocarditis,  with  mitral  insufficiency. 

The  urgent  symptoms  were  somewhat  palliated  with  j4r- 
senicum^  Digitalis^  Apocy.^  and  doses  of  Cream  Tartar  to 
move  bowels  ;  and  by  puncturing  tlie  scrotum  to  relieve  the 
enormous  distention,  but  the  patient  gradually  sank  and 
died  July  18th. 

Post  mortem  made  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Comstock 
showed :  whole  body  enormously  swollen,  and  the  thoracic 
and  abdominal  cavities  greatly  distended.  Pericardium  con- 
tained six  ounces  of  fluid ;  heart  hypertrophied ;  walls  of 
both  venticles  three-fourths  of  an  inch  thick ;  evidences  of 
endocarditis. 

Ossification  of  the  mitral  valve. 

Both  lungs  infiltrated  with  tubercular  deposit.     Left  lung 

somewhat  atrophied  from  presence  of  fluid  in  pleural  cavity. 

Right  lung  less  than  half  normal  size.     Adhesions  on  left 

side  more  than  on  right.     Fatty  degeneration  of  the  liver. 
— Med.  CaU. 
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A  MEDICAL  CATECHISM. 


Patient:  Now,  doctor,  how  would  you  define  "medical 
science?" 

Doctor:  Well,  medical  science  sometimes  consists  in 
making  a  person  think  he's  very  sick  when  he  isn't,  and  at 
other  times  it  tells  people  there  isn't  much  the  matter  with 
them  when  they  are  half  dead.  Sometimes  all  this  depends 
on  the  size  of  the  patient's  pocket-book.  That  in  medicine 
is  a  very  important  and  vital  organ.  The  great  aim,  how- 
ever, in  my  experience,  is  to  have  as  many  folks  sick  as  pos- 
sible, and  to  keep  them  sick. 

Patient :  What  is  your  idea  as  to  the  naming  of  diseases? 

Doctor :  To  change  the  name  at  least  once  in  ten  ^eiirs. 

Patient:  Why? 

Doctor:  Because  old  names,  such  as  "croup,"  "lung 
fever,"  &c.,  get  too  common.  People  are  too  apt  to  find 
out  how  to  treat  such  diseases  themselves.  But  when  we 
clap  a  Latin  name  on  the  old  complaint,  it  mystifies  the 
public,  scares  them,  and  sets  them  all  adrift  again.  There'd 
be  millions  of  dollars  lost  to  the  medical  profession  if  we 
didn't  change  the  names  of  our  complaints  occasionally. 

Patient :  Suppose  a  well-to-do  person  is  a  little  out  of 
sorts  and  comes  to  you  with  an  idea  that  something  very 
serious  is  the  matter  with  him,  what  will  you  do? 

Doctor :  This  affords  rae  some  of  my  best-paying  prac- 
tice. In  such  cases  I  "break  up  the  disease."  I  tell  him 
that  he  is  seriously  threatened  with  something  awful  in 
Greek  or  Latin,  composed  of  two  words,  seven  or  eight 
syllables,  and  one  hyphen.  Then  I  put  him  on  a  course  of 
harmless  drugs,  to  be  taken  at  regular  inten'als  of  two 
hours.  I  put  him  also  on  a  stri-ct  system  of  diet,  and  keep 
him  in  bed.     It  requires  about  a  week  to  "break  up  the 
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disease."    Such  prevention  is  better  than  immediate  cure.    It 
paj'^s  better  too. 

Patient :  When  you  are  called  in  and  are  yourself  uncer- 
tain as  to  the  nature  of  the  patient's  sickness,  what  do  you 
say  to  his  enquiring  friends  or  family? 

Doctor :  The  proper  course  in  all  such  cases  is  to  look  wi^e 
and  grave,  and  to  say  as  little  as  possible.  We  leave  some 
medicine,  of  course.  How  can  one  be  a  doctor  unless  he 
always  gives  medicine?  The  medicine  quiets  the  patient's 
mind  and  those  of  his  friends.  Patients,  to  tell  the  truth, 
are  as  bad  as  the  doctors  in  this  respect.  They  will  insist  on 
having  some  medicine  when  they  do  not  need  it.  But  it 
never  pays  for  a  doctor  to  talk  much. 

Patient :  If  you  are  called  in  after  the  sick  person  has  been 
for  several  days  previous  in  the  care  of  another  physician, 
and  the  patient  dies,  what  is  your  course? 

Doctor :  Invariably  to  regret,  to  particular  friends,  in  a 
subdued  manner,  at  the  proper  times^and  places,  that  I  had 
not  been  called  in  before  the  disease  had  made  such  head- 
way. 

Patient :  Do  you  think  in  many  cases  of  sickness,  that 
nature,  aided  by  plenty  of  rest  and  good  nursing,  would 
effect  a  cure? 

Doctor :  We  do  not  encourage  nature  in  such  practices. 
It  would  ruin  the  profession. 

Patient :  Now,  if  you  treat  a  patient  for  you  don't  exactly 
know  what,  and  he  recovers,  don't  you  take  all' the  credit 
for  such  recovery  ? 

Doctor :  Sir,  that  is  a  professional  secret. 

Patient :  Can  you  tell  me,  Doctor,  why  it  is  that  an  ex- 
pensive office,  a  horse  and  carriage,  and  a  residence  in  the 
fashionable  quarter  are  practically  considered  as  of  as  much, 
if  not  more,  importance  to  a  doctor  than  his  skill  or  experi- 
ence in  his  art,  and  that  a  doctor  without  the  capital  to  SQt 
himself  up  in  this  manner,  be  his  skill  ever  so  great,  can 
never  hope  to  obtain  a  fashionable  practice? 
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Doctor :  Certainly  I  cau^  It's  custom  and  stupidity.  But 
stupidity  makes  money  for  us.  Are  we  going  to  try  and 
cure  stupidity — ^kill  the  goose  that  lays  for  us  golden  eggs  ? 
Never ! 

Patient :  What  other  means  have  you  for  stimulating  and 
developing  practice  ? 

Doctor:  A  good  doctor  will  always  have  a  reputable 
standing  in  some  respectable  church.  He  will  at  least  hire  a 
pew — front  pew  if  possible^ — and  send  his  family  regularly. 
Of  course  he  must  have  a  family.  A  doctor  without  a 
family  is  unsafe — hasn't  given  any  hostages  to  society.  He 
needn't  attend  church  regularly  himself.  If  he  has  much 
practice,  it  isn't  supposed  he  can.  The  sick  must  be  visited, 
Sunday  or  no  Sunday.  And  when  he  does  come  to  church, 
it  is  well  to  have  him  called  out  occasionally— case  of  sudden 
illness — doctor  sent  for;  so  hard  on  the  poor  man,  too, 
when  he  has  so  little  opportunity  to  worship.  Yet  no  rose 
without  its  thorns.  No — I  mean  no  cloud  without  its  silver 
lining.  When  the  doctor  is  called  out  of  church  all  the 
congregation  will  see  he's  in  demand.  It's  a  splendid  ad- 
vertisement. 

Patient ;  Who  are  the  most  permanent  and  lucrative  pa- 
tients ? 

Doctor:  Women. 

Patient :  Why  ? 

Doctor :  Well,  I  think  sometimes  they  had  rather  be  sick 
and  under  a  doctor's  supervision  than  not.  Another  reason 
is  they  are  more  perverse  than  men  in  clinging  to  the  cause 
of  their  ailments.  A  man  better  realizes  that  without 
health  he  cannot  carry  on  his  business.  So  when  he  finds 
out  the  cause  of  disease  he'll  set  to  work  to  stop  it.  Tell  a 
man  he  needs  more  fresh  air  and  he'll  try  and  take  it.  But 
most  women  won't,  They  squeeze  themselves  into  corsets, 
and  insist  on  being  cured  of  ills  caused  by  corsets, 
with  pills.     They'll  go  out  in  cold,  damp  weather  in  cos- 
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tames  which  show  off  their  figures  and  without  cloaks,  when 
the  cold  drives  all  the  blood  from  their  skin,  for  hours. 
They'll  insist  on  being  cured  by  doctors  and  pills.  They'll 
wear  tight  shoes,  which  deform  and  pain  their  feet,  and  this 
plan  drawing  indirectly  from  their  strength — ^they'll  insist 
on  being  cured  with  more  pills.  Nor  is  this  all.  But  I  shall 
tell  no  more.  It  is  giving  the  '*  profession  "  away.  These 
things  involve  our  mosf  lucrative  secrets.  I  shan't  be 
thanked  now  by  thousands  of  brother  medical  nurses  of 
disease  for  what  I  have  told.  Go  to,  young  man  !  Go  to  ! 
You've  got  enough,  and  how  in  the  world  j^ou've  managed 
to  worm  out  of  me  what  you  have  is  a  mystery.  Get  thee 
to  a  nunnery !  I'll  never  have  one  such  as  thou  pumping 
from  me  that  information  which  is  to  me  my  professional 
life-blood.  Thou  art  an  interviewer  disguised  in  the  like- 
ness of  a  sick  man.    Go  to ! — New    York  Daily  Graphic. 


GYNECOLOGISTS  AND  VIRGINS. 


TO   MY    FRIEND    ANDREW.* 


Some  time  last  week  I  found  in  the  post-office  your 
postal,  the  book-lists  I  had  asked  for,  and  a  pamphlet  in 
dull  green  covers.  The  upper  right-comer  of  the  pasture- 
lot  was  fenced  off,  and  therein  I  learned  that  you  yourself 
wei'e  the  parent  of  the  enclosed  idea  (for,  as  I  have  noticed, 
such  literature  consists  of  one  idea,  more  or  less  new,  di- 
luted with  old  stock,  as  Marion  Harland  directs  to  make 
new  soup  by  adding  some  savory  article  to  what  wa.s  left 
over  from  yesterday.) 

The  extreme  modesty  of  the  title,  thus  shrinking  up  into 
one  corner  of  the  cover,  befitted  well  the  pages  within, 
where  each  little  island  of  verdant  text  seemed  to  lose  itself 
moderately  in  an  ocean  of  margin. 

*Medical  Record. 
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Ill  fact,  it  was  your  monograph  "  On  a  New  Method  of 
Removing  the  Cervix."  Though  why  this  general  rage 
against  the  cervix,  by  which  every  one  has  a  new  way  of 
cutting,  sewing,  or  basting  the  humble  part? 

However,  I  congratulate  you  upon  this  your  first  public 
appearance. 

So  you  are  a  specialist,  a  gynecologist !  You've  seen  a 
flock  of  sheep  circle  around,  a  confused  mass  of  doubt, 
until  one  starts  to  jump  the  fence,  and  then  the  whole  flock 
with  marvellous  decision  of  character,  so  out  of  keeping 
with  their  hesitation  of  a  moment  ago,  follow.  Where? 
Oh,  anywhere  where  they  all  go. 

Come  now,  don't  vou  think  the  boasted  division  of  labor 
which,  our  philosophers  tell  us,  is  both  a  means  and  a  result 
of  our  high  state  of  civilization,  has  in  it,  at  least  as  it  de- 
velops itself  in  the  formation  of  medical  specialties,  a  good 
deal  of  that  impulse  common  to  gregarious  animals? 

Why  have  you  so  suddenly  come  out  as  a  specialist? 
Why,  because  they  all  do  it ;  and,  old  chum,  between  us, 
I'll  tell  you  another  reason.  You  think  you  see  your  way 
to  have  patients  sent  to  you  by  other  doctors,  to  whom  be  sure 
you  will  from  time  to  time  send  •' the  compliments  of  the 
author."  But  be  very  careful  you  don't  send  'em  any  of 
your  patients.  Well,  yes;  you  might  send  them  some  in- 
curables or  "  malades  imaginaires,"  to  get  their  opinion. 
But  the  good  ones,  the  paying  ones — *'  Oh,  there  are  some 
of  my  old  families  who  will  insist  on  having  me.  That  covers 
them,  you  see. 

You  say  you  have  made  a  special  study  of  it.  Oh,  of 
course. 

You  say  you  are  a  gynecologist? 

Andrew,  your  daughter  is  a  fine  girl.  She  has  the  beauty 
of  face  and  mind  and  character  that  careful  nurture  and 
training  can  give  her.  I  doubt  not  you  have  trained  her  to 
be  self-reliant  and  the  defender  of  her  own  honor  bv  the 
force  of  her  own  will. 
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But  who  are  going  to  be  your  own  patients?  Have  you 
foreseen  the  mothers  who  will  bring  their  daughters  to  you, 
the  young  girls  who  will  come  to  you  ? 

Factories,  sewing-machines,  long  hours'  standing  behind 
counters,  hanging  out  clothes  barefoot,  hard  toil,  scant 
wages,  and  many  sorrows — these  are  the  causes  that  send 
them  to  you ;  and  they  all  come  to  you  because  of  some  de- 
rangement of  the  generative  organs.  And  what  are  you 
going  to  do  to  them  ?  You  are  a  specialist,  but  before  all 
you  are  a  physician ;  and  let  me  warn  you  never  to  forget 
it.  Not  only  do  they  come  to  you  for  treatment,  but  they 
trust  you,  and  before  you  make  that  vaginal  examination 
which  you  look  upon  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  making 
your  diagnosis,  stop  and  imagine  the  shock  which  your 
daughter  would  experience  were  she  to  be  obliged  to  sub- 
mit to  it. 

"  Oh,"  you  say,  ^'  but  she  is  of  a  refined  nature."  An- 
drew, the  instinct  of  modesty  is  not  confined  to  the  cul- 
tured  ;  such  have  a  double  guard  in  instinctive  modesty  and  a 
trained  will,  but  the  only  safeguard  of  the  uneducated  is 
that  instinctive  feelins:  which  alwavs  exists  once. 

Want,  poverty,  hardship,  often  a  pretty  face  or  form, 
and  all  manner  of  temptation  drive  the  daughter  of  the 
poor  toward  ruin,  and  instinctive  modesty  is  the  one  sole 
safeguard.  Do  you  think  you  can  venture  to  first  shock, 
and  then,  by  repeated  vaginal  examinations,  obliterate  this 
instinct  with  impunity? 

But,  you  say,  it  is  necessary  for  the  recovery  of  the 
patient.     Are  you  sure? 

In  the  first  place,  lot  me  ask  you,  do  you  need  to  see  a 
patient's  liver,  intestines,  stomach  or  kidneys  in  order  to 
form  your  diagnosis  when  one  or  other  is  ailing? 

Do  you  not  rather  pride  pourself  that  from  the  patient's 
complaints  and  the  altered  secretions  you  can  form  your 
diagnosis?     Neither  do  you  demand  to  feel  of  a  patient's 
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other  internal  orgjins.  Certainly  palpation  aids  in  a  diag- 
nosis where  there  exists  some  marked  malformation  of  the 
anterior  abdominal  organs,  but  can  you  by  palpation  find 
out  a  dyspepsia,  an  enteric,  gastric,  or  cystic  catarrh,  or  a 
nephritis?    Yet  these  are  easily  diagnosed. 

And  when  you  have  looked  into  the  vagina,  what  do  you 
see?  practically  little  in  most  cases,  never  farther  than  the 
outermost  opening  of  the  uterus. 

Has  it  not  often  struck  you  that  you  find,  usually,  just 
what  the  symptoms  led  you  to  expect  to  find  ? 

But  you  reply,  you  expect  the  probe  to  give  you  valuable 
information.  Were  all  virgins,  truly  virgins,  I  could  only 
assent ;  but  how  many  gynecologists  of  experience  can  stand 
forward  and  say,  "I  have  never  accidentally  caused  an 
abortion?" 

You  say  you  are  obliged  to  make  local  applications  to  the 
diseased  parts.  Do  you  make  local  applications  to  a  liver, 
spleen,  or  kidney,  in  which  is  some  subacute  inflammation? 
Are  not  a  bronchitis,  enteritis,  or  cystitis  cured  Avithout  the 
direct  application  of  solid  nitrate -of  silver  or  iodine?  No, 
no,  Andrew,  the  same  blood-vessels  and  lymphatics  supply 
the  uterus  or  ovaries  as  supply  all  the  organs.  The  same 
blood  impoverished  or  deteriorated  flows  through  them  all, 
and  in  one  or  another  brings  on  disease,  or  the  same  blood 
enriched  and  purified  is  capable  of  restoring  to  healthful 
function  the  one  as  the  other.  The  same  sensitive  and  sym- 
pathetic nerves  are  similarly  affected.  The  same  use  of 
judgment  in  the  estimation  of  symptoms  will  bring  you  to 
an  honest  diagnosis  in  uterine  diseases,  just  as  certainly  as 
in  diseases  of  organs  which  lie  out  of  sight  and  touch,  and 
the  same  principles  of  treatment  will  affect  the  blood-supply, 
the  nutrition,  the  innervation  of  the  arenerative  as  all  other 
organs. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  imply  that  there  are  no  cases-  in 
which  a  vaginal  examination  is  not  imperative  and  direct 
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local  treatment  essential.  Indeed,  such  cases  are  frequent, 
although  by  far  less  common  among  virgins  than  married 
women,  and  he  would  be  guilty  of  criminal  neglect  who 
should  resort  to  all  known  measures  of  cure.  But  let  the 
vaginal  examination  be  held  in  reserve  as  the  last  and  ex- 
treme resort,  when  the  same  principles  applicable  to  all 
organs  have  been  faithfully  tried  and  found  wanting 

Now,  Andrew,  one  thing  more  before  I  close.  In  your  zeal 
to  restore  damaged  periueums,  and  to  sew  up  or  cut  down 
cervices,  remember  that  it  sometimes  falls  to  the  lot  of  the 
plain  doctor  to  effect  a  cure  of  the  patient  by  restoring  the 
genei*al  functional  health,  even  where  a  specialist  has  had  full 
swing  and  failed  to  cure  the  disease.  So,  if  you  will  be  a 
specialist,  try  not  to  forget  what  you  used  to  know  as  a 
plain  doctor.  Claudius. 


GENU-PECTORAL  POSTURE   IN   THE   REDUCTION 
OF  UTERINE  DISPLACEMENTS. 


BY   O.    E.    HERRICK,    M.    D.,    GRAND   RAPIDS,    MICH. 


A  great  many  different  methods  have  been  devised  for  the 
replacement  of  the  many  different  uterine  luxations.  Some 
of  these  methods  have  been  very  ingenious,  and  have  proved 
to  be  valuable  auxiliaries  in  the  treatment  of  these  troubles, 
most  of  which  have  been  by  the  aid  of  uterine  sounds,  with 
the  patient  either  upon  the  back  or  side.  In  almost  every 
case,  these  displacements  have  been  reduced  by  the  aid  of 
manual  efforts  alone  ;  position  has  not  been  counted  among 
the  means,  and  seems  to  have  been  overlooked  entirelv  by 
most  authors,  as  they  3lrect  the  patient  to  be  placed  upon 
her  back  as  a  preliminary  step  to  the  operation.  It  has  only 
been  a  very  short  time  since  posture  has  been  recognized  as 
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having  an3rthing  to  do  with  replacement  of  the  uterus,  but, 
at  this  time,  it  would  seem  as  though  any  physician  havhiga 
good  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of  the  female  pelvis,  should 
know  better  than  to  place  a  woman  with  a  retroverted  uterus 
upon  her  back  to  attempt  to  replace  that  organ ;  au<J  yet,  for 
many  years,  that  has  been  the  practice  with  the  bulk  of  the 
profession,  and  I  question  if  it  is  not  now  the  most  fre- 
quently chosen  position.  I  have  frequently  heard  physicians 
urge,  as  an  excuse  for  not  putting  their  patients  in  the  knee- 
chest  posture,  its  inelegance ;  and  there  is  not  very  much  to 
be  said  in  its  favor  as  a  graceful  position,  but  the  same  thing 
can  be  said  of  all  g3^necological  procedures.  Women  do 
not  consult  gyneclogists  to  learn  how  to  assume  elegant  pos- 
ture ;  they  go  to  their  dancing-master  for  that,  and  come  to 
us  to  get  cured  of  the  results  of  following  their  advice.  I 
have  never  yet  had  a  patient  who  refused  to  assume  the 
knee-breast  position,  or  who  ever  mentioned  that  thej'  saw 
any  impropriety  in  assuming  it ;  and  it  is  a  position  in  which 
I  invariably  put  my  patients  to  reduce  any  form  of  uterine 
displacements.  There  has  been  enough  written  of  late  upon 
this  subject,  so  that  I  trust  all,  or,  at  least,  all  of  the  read- 
ing portion  of  the  profession,  are  familiar  with  this  pro- 
cedure ;  and  yet,  I  do  not  believe  the  mass  of  the  profession 
realize  its  advantages.  The  knee-chest  position  not  only 
always  puts  the  uterus  in  its  normal  position,  but  it  is  the 
position  to  put  the  patient  in  for  almost  any  operation  within 
the  vagina.  When  it  is  necessary  to  make  any  kind  of  ap- 
plication to  the  OS,  with  the  patient  in  that  position,  the  ope- 
rator has  but  to  lift  up  the  posterior  vaginal  wall  with  his 
fingers,  when  the  air  rushes  in,  and  distends  the  vagina  like 
a  bag;  and,  not  only  can  the  os  be  plainly  seen,  but  also 
every  part  of  the  vagina  and  uterine  neck.  To  one  who  has 
never  tried  this  method  of  reducing  the  displaced  uterus,  it 
is  wonderful  to  see  a  uterus  that  has  not  been  in  normal 
position  for  years,  upon  lifting  up  the  perineum,  gradually 
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assume  its  natural  site ;  and  this  can  be  seen  in  any  case 
where  the  uterus  is  not  bound  down  by  adhesions.  I  always 
adjust  the  support  with  the  patient  either  in  this  or  Sims' 
position,  which  is  the  next  thing  to  it,  and  then  instruct  the 
patient  t^)  assume  that  position  whenever  there  is  a  return 
of  those  heavy,  dragging  sensations,  indicative  of  displace- 
ment of  the  uterus. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  intelligent  physician  will 
be  led  astray,  and  suppose  that  all  that  is  necessary  for  a 
woman  with  a  replaced  uterus  is  that  she  should  elevate  her 
pelvis  higher  than  her  head  to  complete  a  cure ;  for  he 
should  know  that,  no  matter  how  often  the  displacement  is 
reduced,  unless  it  is  kept  there  by  some  means  which  will 
keep  it  in  place  without  distending  the  lateral  walls,  it  will 
assuredly  occur  again.  No  matter  how  great  their  expansi- 
bibility,  the  patient  will  not  be  benefited  in  the  end,  for 
those  walls  must  have  time  to  recover  their  tone  during^  the 
main  support  of  the  uterus. 

I  cannot  close  this  paper  without  giving  the  report  of  a 
case  which,  to  my  mind,  illustrates  this  subject  much  better 
than  anything  I  can  write.  Not  long  since  I  was  called,  in 
cousukation  with  one  of  our  city  physicians,  for  the  purpose 
of  adjusting  one  of  my  uterine  supporters  upon  a  woman 
who,  as  the  doctor  stated  to  me,  had  been  suffering  from  an 
old  chronic  retroversion  for  a  number  of  years,  and  upon 
whom  he  had  used  almost  every  variety  of  pessary  and 
uterine  supporter  manufactured,  all  to  no  purpose.  He 
said  the  uterus  would  not  remain  in  position  long  enough 
for  him  to  walk  from  the  ladv's  residence  to  his  office ;  in 
fact,  he  said  it  would  often  become  displaced  the  moment 
he  took  his  hand  from  the  vagina.  He  had  concluded  to 
try  the  **  Soft  Rubber  and  Silver  Wire  Uterine  Supporter," 
and  have  me  adjust  it,  and  if  that  failed,  he  proposed  to 
perform  a  plastic  operation,  as  he  believed  there  must  be 
some  adhesions  which  prevented  the  organ  from  remaining 
in  place.     I  visited  the  patient  with  him,  and  upon  making 
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a  vaginal  examination  I  found,  as  he  had  stated,  that  the 
uterus  was  almost  completely  retroverted,  and  about  as 
large  again  as  it  should  have  been ;  but  it  seemed  to  be  per- 
fectly movable,  and  I  could  not  understand  why  it  should 
not  remain  in  place  if  a  proper  support  was  adjusted  to 
keep  it  there.  I  requested  the  lady  to  assume  the  knee- 
chest  position  (we  were  making  the  vaginal  examination 
with  the  patient  upon  her  back),  which  she  did,  and  did  not 
manifest  one-half  as  much  astonishment  at  the  request  as 
did  the  doctor,  who,  in  an  undertone,  asked  me  if  I  was  in 
the  habit  of  putting  my  patients  in  that  position  to  examine 
them. 

As  soon  as  she  was  in  the  perfect  knee-chest  position,  I 
lifted  up  the  perineum  with  the  front  fingers  of  my  left 
hand,  and  with  those  of  the  right  depre&sed  the  anterior 
vaginal  walls,  when  the  vagina  at  once  became  inflated  with 
air,  like  a  balloon.  I  called  the  doctor's  attention,  and  we 
had  the  gratification  of  seeing  the  uterus  slowly  pass  from 
a  state  of  complete  retroversion  to  that  of  the  normal 
position.  The  doctor  was  astonished  at  what  he  saw,  and 
was  honest  enough  to  admit  that  he  did  not  believe  he  had 
ever  before  replaced  it,  at  least  not  as  completely.  We 
adjusted  a  supporter  with  a  ring  that  exactly  fitted  the  neck, 
and  with  the  silver  stem  just  long  enough  to  protrude  at  the 
vulva,  so  as  to  get  the  exact  leverage  of  the  vagina,  and  left 
the  patient.  It  has  been  many  months  since  the  uterus  was 
replaced,  and  it  has  remained  so.  The  doctor  treated  her 
for  some  time,  and  tells  me  the  uterus  has  been  reduced  to 
its  normal  size,  and  she  has  been  enabled  to  dispense  with 
the  supporter. 

Henry  T.  Campbell,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  of  Georgia,  was  the 
first  to  describe  this  position,  and  his  description  is  so 
perfect  that  I  will  give  it :  *'  Let  the  patient  loosen  all 
strings  and  fastenings  of  the  dress  and  corsets,  and  place 
herself  on  the  bed  on  her  knees,  bending  the  body  forward 
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till  the  head  aud  thorax  are  brought  down  to  the  same  plane 
as  that  on  which  the  knees  are  resting,  viz :  the  surface  of 
the  bed.  The  face  may  be  turned  to  one  side,  resting  in 
the  two  hands,  while  the  elbows  are  thrown  out  widely 
from  the  sides.  The  knees  are  to  be  separated  from  five  to 
ten  inches.  The  thighs  must  be  pei*pendicular  to  surface  of 
l>ed.  She  must  not  arch  the  spine  upwards,  for  this  brings 
into  forcible  action  the  abdominal  muscles,  which  should  be 
perfectly  relaxed."  I  have  now  used  this  method  for  seve- 
ral years,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  by  this  methoc'  of 
pneumatic  pressure  and  intra-abdominal  suction  with  the 
patient  in  the  genu-pectoral  posture,  all  uterine  displace^ 
merits  may  be  reduced  without  the  aid  of  either  sound  or 
speculum^  barring,  of  course,  cases  of  adhesion.  As  for 
the  speculum,  I  scarcely  ever  use  one,  except  for  operations 
in  the  vagina.  For  means  of  inspection,  there  is  no  better 
speculum  than  the  two  first  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  used  after 
the  manner  of  Sims'  speculum. — Medical  Counselor. 


TWO  CASES  OF  PAST-PARTUM  HEMORRHAGE. 


BY   H.    W.    WESTOVER,    M.    D.    ST.    JOSEPH,    MO. 


The  cases  about  to  be  reported  are  intended  to  illustrate 
the  value  of  hot  water  injections  in  past-partum  hemorrhage. 

Some  writers  claim  that  the  use  of  an  anaesthetic  favors 
the  occurrence  of  hemorrhage  by  causing  a  relaxation  of 
the  uterus.  It  will  be  noticed  that  in  neither  of  these  cases 
was  such  an  agent  given,  and  they  are  the  only  cases  of 
hemorrhage  that  I  have  seen  in  over  eleven  years  of  prac- 
tice, during  which  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  chloro- 
form in  labor. 

November  20th,  1879, 1  attended  Mrs.  H.,  a  primi-para, 
8Bt.   21,   a  strong  robust  woman.     The  labor  progressed 


3i54  SL  Louis  Clinical  Review. 

favorably,  with  nothing  noteworthy  until,  after  the  birth  of 
a  fine  looking  boy.  It  was  neither  protracted  nor  precipi- 
tate. While  waiting  for  the  phicenta  to  be  expelled,  I  kept 
my  hand  upon  her  abdomen,  not  to  produce  pressure,  but 
to  notice  any  relaxation  of  the  fundus  uteri  should  it  occur. 
After  about  ten  minutes  contraction  was  felt ;  soon  the 
uterus  was  further  contnictcd,  and  with  the  other  hand  I 
felt  the  placenta  lying  just  within  the  vulva.  As  it  was  ex- 
ternal to  the  uterus,  I  extracted  it.  While  placing  it  m  a 
vessel  and  looking  to  see  if  it  was  entire,  the  patient  turned 
pale  and  with  a  gasp  straightened  herself  in  bed,  and  almost 
seemed  dying. 

My  first  thought  was  that  the  uterus  had  relaxed  and  a 
sudden  gush  of  blood  was  prostrating  the  woman.  With 
one  hand  on  her  abdomen  I  vainly  tried  to  find  the  uterus 
to  produce  pressure.  Calling  for  the  hot  water  and  syringe, 
which  I  always  have  at  hand,  I  attempted  a  vaginal  exami- 
nation, but  outside  the  vulva  encountered  a  large  fleshy 
mass,  which  proved  to  be  the  inverted  uterus.  With  no 
very  great  difficulty  it  was  replaced,  but  it  did  not  contract 
and  blood  commenced  flowing  rapidly,  I  then  cautiously  be- 
gan kneading  or  grasping  the  uterus  with  the  right  hand, 
fearing  a  return  of  the  inversion,  and  having  introduced  the 
nozzle  of  the  syringe  with  the  left,  bade  the  nurse  pump 
away.  Suddenly  the  uterus  deserted  the  woman's  abdomen 
and  reappeared  between  her  thighs.  With  some  difliculty  it 
was  replaced  and  ag^^iin  the  red  tide  was  flowing.  This  time 
there  was  no  meddling  with  the  fundus,  but  a  steady  stream 
of  hot  water  was  kept  flowing  into  the  troublesome  viscus. 
The  uterus  soon  responded  with  good  firm  contractions.  A 
teaspoonful  of  fluid  extract  of  Ergot  was  given,  and  the 
patient  made  a  good  recovery. 

Case  2.  December  23d,  1880,  Mrs.  S.  was  taken  in  her 
eighth  labor.  She  is  an  unusually  healthy  woman ;  always 
had  rapid  easy  labors,  with  no  unpleasant  features.     I  was 
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called  at  10  p.  m.  ;  found  the  os  dilated  about  one  and  a  half 
iuches ;  everything  seemed  normal.  With  scarcely  any 
pain,  but  strong  expulsive  efforts,  the  child  was  born  at  1 
A.  M.  The  seeundines  follovyed  in  a  few  minutes.  The 
uterus  resembled  a  cocoa-nut  in  the  lower  abdomen,  and  the 
woman  felt  well.  All  I  did  was  to  ligate  the  funis  and  re- 
move th^  aiterbirth  from  the  bed.  Seeing  mo  indications 
for  it^  no  medicine  was  given*  After  remaining  a  full  hour, 
enjoining  strict  quiet,  and  asceTtaining  that  the  uterus  was 
well  contracted,  1  left,  In  foily-five  n)inutes  X  was  aroused 
by  her  husband,  who  said  his  wife  was  veiy  faint,  but  as  she 
was  not  flowing  he  was  in  doubt  about  my  needing  to  see 
her.  Learning  that  she  was  yawniiig,  faint  and  pale,  and 
neither  brandy  nor  camphor,  which  theji  had  used,  eaused 
her  to  rally,  I  hastened  with  him,  thipking  of  concealed 
hemorrhage.  The  patient  was  fo^md  almost  collapsed,  and 
her  aMomen  seemed  as  large  as  before  labor.  Calling  for 
hot  water,  I  introduced  my  hand  into  the  utenis  and' cleared 
out  an  immense  atnount  of  blood  and  clots,  introduced  the 
nozzle  of  the  syj-inge,  and.  iiyected  water  as  hot  as  could  be 
borne  bv  the  hand.  In  the  meantime  had  the  nurse  <?ive  a 
teaspoonful  of  fluid  extract  of  Ergot.  The  womb  soon 
contracted  firmly,  and  as  soon  as  the  water  came  away  clear, 
the  syringing  was  stopped.  Gave  her  more  brandy  and  she 
graduMly  rallied.  With  the  use  of . China  and  a  nourishing 
diet  she  made  a  good  recovery,  and  to-day  seems  none  the 
wotse  for  her  mishap. 


Dr.  J.  G.  Gilchrist's  *«  Surgical  Emergencies  "  is  going 
through  th^  press.     Publishers:  Dujican  Bros* 

•  "  .  *      ' 

A  favorite  seat  for  the  bacillus  of  tubercle,  according  to 
Chiari,  to  lie, dormant  in  obscure  cases,  is  the  suprarenal 
capsule  ;  from  this  point  frequently- the  acute  disease,  started 
leaving  no  organ  in  the  bofly  untouched. 
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Physiological  Materia  Mbdica.  By  Wm.  H.  Bart,  M.  D.  8d  Edi- 
tion.   Gross  &  Delbridge,  Cliicago.    1868. 

The  sale  of  two  large  editions  of  this  work  in  the  short  space  of  six- 
teen months  is  the  most  gratifying  and  conclasive  evidence  of  its  adapta- 
tion to  the  needs  of  students  and  practitioners.  The  author  lias  added 
Chloral  Hydrate  and  Iodoform,  and  gives  tills  edition  to  the  world.  We 
have  nothing  but  golden  words  for  this  wonder  working  author.  May  his 
genius  shine  forever!  We  give  him  our  best  bow.  For  what  we  have  said 
in  review  of  the  work,  see  August  number  1881.  The  publishers  have  im- 
proved the  binding  and  we  withdraw  our  ridicule  of  the  original  cover. 

TuK  SciBNCB  AND  ART  OF  OBSTETRICS.  By  Sheldou  Leavitt,  M.  D., 
of  Chicago,  III.    Review  in  oar  next. 

A  Handbook  or  Homceopathic  Practicb.  By  Geo.  M.  Ockford, 
M.  D.    Duncan  Brothers :  Chicago.    1883. 

Our  young  friend  has  done  well.  He  came  from  Vermont  last  year  to 
Indiana  and  in  the  classic  shades  of  the  wild  willows  of  the  Wabash  he 
he  has  brought  forth  his  tirst-bom.  This  primuBparus  will  be  found  to  be 
a  most  excellent  ready  reference  when  one  is  hurried  and  has  no  time  to 
consult  more  pretentious  works.  It  is  a  book  that  ought  to  sell  with  the 
young  men  for  they  will  find  almost  every  ailment  treated  briefly  and  well. 
The  book  has  485  pages,  12vo.  and  bound  in  green  muslin;  makes  an  at- 
tractive appearance  lying  on  an  office  table. 

Doctor  Burnbtt's  Essays.  Containing  Ecce  Medicos,  Natrium, 
Muriaticum,  Gold.— Causes  of  Cataract,  Curability  of  Cataract.— Diseases 
of  the  Veins,  and  Supersalinity  of  the  Blood.  Boericke  &  Tafel:  New 
York  and  Philadelphia. 

We  have  here  presented  another  evidence  of  the  good  tilings  these 
publishers  are  doing  for  scientific  literature  as  shown  by  writers  on 
HomoDopathy.  J.  Compton  Burnett  is  editor  of  the  Homoeopathic  World, 
and  lecturer  in  tiie  London  School  of  Homoeopathy.  His  Seven  Essays, 
printed  and  bound  by  Boericke  &  Tafel,  are  as  fine  reading  matter  as  can 
be  found  of  this  kind  in  the  language.  They  make  a  handsome  volume  of 
800  pages,  done  in  the  best  style  of  the  art.  Every  American  doctor 
should  read  this  Englishman's  essays. 

Rheumatism,  Gout,  and  sowb  Alubd  Disordbrs.  By  Morris 
Longstreth,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Pathological  Anatomy  in  the  Jefferson  Medf- 
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cal  College,  Physician  to  Pennsylvania  Hospital.    William  Wood  &  Com- 
pany, New  York. 

This  is  the  October  volume  in  this  grand  series  for  1882,  and  is  a 
timely  one  on  subjects  little  understood.  The  author  is  quite  exhaustive 
in  the  causes  and  pathology  of  rheumatism  and  gout,  giving  the  various 
theories  that  have  prevailed  from  time  to  time,  and  also  the  remedies  that 
have  been  resorted  to  for  their  relief.  He  is  inclined  to  think  that  the 
germ  theory  accounts  for  the  phenomena  of  rheumatism  and  considers 
boUmc^Hc  add,  the  latest  and  best .  remedy  now  known.  In  gout  there  is 
always  uric  acid  in  excess  in  the  blood  producing  the  disease.  Chief 
remedy  colchlcum. 

Visiting  Lists. — We  have  received  three  Visiting  Lists.  One  from 
Otis  Clapp  ft  Co.,  Boston;  one  from  the  Medical  Record^  N.T.,  and  one  from 
Boericke  ft  Tafel,  N.  If .  They  are  all  very  nice  and  handy.  We  like  the 
second  better  than  the  first,  the  third  the  best  of  all  for  us,  because  of  the 
HomcBopathlc  Repertory  it  contains.  We  have  used  this  for  ten  years 
and  couldn't  do  without  it.  The  others  are  better  for  old  school  physicians. 

Plain  Talks  on  Avoided  Subjects.  By  Henry  N.  Guernsey,  M.  D. 
Philadelphia:  1882. 

This  little  book  of  120  pages  is  a  very  plain  talk  on  very  important 
subjects  and  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  married  couple.  The 
character  of  the  author  is  a  guarantee  of  Its  great  usefulness  and  pure 
motive. 

The  Hom<eopathic  Treatment  of  Constipation.  By  H.  Bernard, 
M.  D.  Mons  Belgium.  Translated  and  revised  from  the  Second  Belgian 
Edition,  with  additions  and  clinical  cases  from  American  sources.  By  T. 
M.  Strong,  M.  D.  W.  A.  Chatterton,  Chicago.  A.  L.  Chatterton  Pub.  Co. 
New  York:  1882. 

This  little  book  comes  in  good  time  and  will  be  a  companion  volume 
of  Bell  on  diarrhoea.  Constipation  is  more  troublesome  to  treat  than  dlar- 
rhoaa,  and  Dr.  Bernard  Is  one  of  the  best  conthiental  writers  and  thinkers. 
The  tnmsUtor  has  shown  good  taste  in  translating,  and  has  enriched  the 
text  greatly  by  his  additions  from  American  sources.  We  predict  an  Im- 
mense sale  on  Its  merits. 

ELECTRicrrY  in  Medicine  and  Surgery.  By  Geo.  C.  Pitzer,  M.  D., 
Prof,  of  Theory  and  Practice  in  the  American  Med.  College  of  St.  Louis. 
Clinical  lecturer  at  the  City  Hospital,  St.  Louis,  etc.    Price,  #1.00. 

This  book  of  82  pages  will  be  read  with  Interest.  It  Is  not  a  treatise 
on  electricity,  but  gives  directions  for  its  use  in  many  affections  that  are 
hard  to  cure  under  any  treatment.  Many  cases  are  given  of  electro- 
therapeutics of  electrolysis,  and  there  is  notning  but  what  the  most  sclen- 
tiflc  would  insure. 

LEcrruREs,  Cunical  and  Didactic,  on  the  Diseases  of  women. 
By  B.  Ludlam,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Med.  and  Surg.  Diseases  of  Women  In 
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the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  and  Hospital  of  Chicago,  etc.  Chicago: 
Duncan  Brothers. 

This  work  ol  Prof.  Ludlam  contains  many  additional  lectures  which 
were  not  In  the  previous  edition.  It  is  written  by  a  gentleitian  of  gre^t 
experleufees  in  private  as  well  as  in  hospital  practice,  and  for  the  past 
twenty  j'ears  a  lecturer  ind  professor  of  obstetrics  and  gynecology  in  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Chicago. 

The  book  records  the  most  recent  advances  in  g}Tteco!og>',  and  ex- 
hibit** clinically  its  science  and  art,  in  accordance  with  the  st^mdards  of 
the  present  d:iy.  ft  is  well  printed  and  illustrated,  showing  tlie  histra- 
ments  and  armamentaria  of  the  accomplished  gynecologist.  We  recom- 
mend it  as  a  relhii)Ie  manual  for  the  studont,  and  a  text  boqk  for  the  stu> 
student  and  bu>y  practitioners.  T.  Griswojli>  Cumstock,  M.  D. 


||jlltiiir^s   Pjlcewier 


Our  College. -^The  largest  class  for  many  years  Js  now  seated  in  our 
pleasant  amphitheatre,  and  we  are  all  happy  and  proud  in  that  peace  pre- 
vails and  prosperity  reigns.  Profs.  Persons  and  Valentine  condactn  weekly 
(Saturday)  clinic  at  the  City  Hospital.    No  clinics  superior  anywhere. 

.  A  Poison  FOR  the  Bacilli  o»  Tubkkcle. — A  paper  has  been  recently 
communicated  by  M.  de  Korab  to  the  Paris  Academic  des  Sclencies  on  the 
action  of  a  substance  called  helenine  upon  the  bacilli  of  tubercle.  He  cul- 
tivated the  badtli  according  to-Koch*s  method  in  bovine  serum,  which-was 
daily  heated  for  a  week,  in  order  to  sterilize  it.  Tubercles  from  a  guinea-pig 
were  then  introduced  into  ten  tabes,  to  three  of  which  the  helenine  was 
added.  All  were  kept  at  a  temperature  of  S?^  C.  for  a  week.  It  was  then 
found  that  the  tubes  having  no  helenine  caused  tubercuiosia  when  inocu- 
lated. Ttiose  containing  the  helenine  were  innocuous.  Some  glowing 
inferences  are  drawn  by  M.  de  Korab  fromhis  experiments. 

Antiseptics  in  Phthisis. — Dr.  William  Porter,  Physician  to  Throat 
and  Lung  Department,  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  St.  Louis,  thus  summarizes: 

Proven,  it  )ieems  to  ihe,  are  these  two  propositions : 

1st.  Phthisis  is  a  specific  disease  from  a  specific  cause. 

2d.  Phthisis  may  be  prodnced  by  absorption  of  tuberculous  imitter  in 
contact  with  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  air  passages  or  intestinal  tract. 

Theife  is  also  evidence  that  the  energy  of  this  tuberculous  matter  is 
due  to  germ  development  and  progression 

Hence  the  value  of  antiseptic  influence  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis, 
not  only  in  the  later  stages  during  pus  production  oind  absorption,  but 
also  in  t^e  earlier  process  of  infection. 
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One  great  demand  is  for  that,  which  by  local  and  Internal  use,  may 
meet  and  destroy  the  septic  agencies  of  disease.  Such  a  remedy  must  be 
effective,  unirritating  and  non-poisonous,  susceptible  of  ready  dilution  and 
easy  absorption,  and  withal  inoffensive  in  odor  and  taste. 

Carbolic  acid  and  iodoform  do  not  fully  meet  these  requirements,  and 
le:ss  harmful  yet  no  less  potent  means  of  antagonizing  contagion  and  putre- 
faction are  finding  favor. 

The  compound  known  as  Listerine  has  for  nearly  two  years  served  me 
better  than  any  other  remedy  of  its  class,  and  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis, 
has  almost  supphinted  in  my  practice  all  other  antiseptics.  In  treatment 
of  diseases  of  the  upper  air  passages  it  is  pleasant  and  does  not  irri- 
tate ;  in  the  fermentative  dyspepsia  so  often  accompanying  phthisis  it  is 
safe  and  efficient. 

It  is  the  most  powerful  non-toxic  anticeptlc  I  have  yet  found. — Lancet 
and   Clinic,  Sept.  9. 

Dr.  F.  H.  Ormp,  of  Atlanta,  Ga;,  has  associated  with  him  in  practice, 
I>r.  M.  W.  Manahan.  Anyone  going  South  through  Georgia,  will  find  Dr. 
Orme  an  elegant  gentleman  and  a  fine  physician. 

Dr.  J.  R.  HuFFAKER  is  in  Brookfield,  Mo.,  not  Kansas,  as  stated  in 
our  last  number. 

MiDDLETON  Asylum,  (Homoeopathic) . — The  report  of  the  Medical 
Superintendent,  Dr.  Selden  H.  Talcott,  )who  is  now  on  his  sixth  year  at 
the  head  of  the  institution,  is  an  unusually  interesting  one.  The  statistics, 
showing  the  number  treated,  cured  and  discharged,  have  already  been  pul>- 
lished  in  the  Press,  but  in  order  to  make  this  statement  complete,  the  facts 
are  briefly  restated:  Whole  number  treated,  291;  new  admissions,  175; 
discharged  recovered,  69 — improved,  13 — unimproved,  48;  deaths,  20;  not 
insane,!.  Percentage  of  recoveries  among  those  discharged,  45.69— of 
deaths  on  the  whole  number  treated,  5.11. 

The  Superintendent  discusses  the  questions  of  commitments  and  dis- 
charges of  patients,  which  have  received  so  much  public  attention  during 
the  past  year.  He  says  that  extraordinary  care  should  be  exercised  In  the 
commitment  of  persons  to  lunatic  asylums,  and  that  as  soon  as  recovered 
they  should  be  immediately  dismissed.  He  well  says  that  the  insane  are 
entitled  to  the  very  best  possible  treatment,  and  this  can  be  best  given  in 
asylums.  Compulsory  education  is  deemed  necessary  for  the  young,  and 
compulsory  care  of  the  Insane  Is  equally  Important.  Improper  incarcera- 
tion of  some  persons  In  asylumns  he  admitted  is  a  possibility,  but  he  denies 
that  it  is  of  frequent  occurrence. 

Kind  Words  to  Advertisers. — We  cannot  help  admiring  successful 
business  men.  They  always  use  printers'  ink  without  stint,  and  accord- 
ingly thrive.  We  rather  plume  ourselves  upon  carrying  the  best  adver- 
tising patronage  of  any  journal  of  our  school  of  medicine. 

Our  advertisers  know  where  to  invest  their  money  to  reach  the  most 
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and  best  purchasers  of  their  goods,  and  have  selected  Thr  St.  Louis, 
Clinical  Revikw,  whose  readers  and  friends  and  legion,  and  dwell  ap  and 
down  our  broad  land  from  ocean  to  ocean. 

Lactopeptlne,  Llsterine,  Maltine  with  its  many  combinations,  Mens- 
mau^s  Peptonized  Beef  Tonic,  Beef  Peptonids,  Mcintosh's  Batteries  and 
Uterine  Supporters,  Fellows'  Hypo-Phosphites,  Bromidia  and  lodia,  Dr. 
Kane's  Artificial  Limbs,  Mendelssohn's  Pianos,  are  all  first-class  reliable 
honest  goods,  and  are  used  extensively  and  with  great  success  by  our  doc- 
tors In  large  numbers.  The  Instrumentnl  Bigs,  Surgical  Instruments  and 
Electric  Stockings  and  apparatus  for  deformities,  manufactured  and  sold 
by  A.  M.  Leslie,  &  Co.,  have  a  very  extensively  deserved  sale.  Luy ties' 
Parmacy  and  Munson's  are  prospering,  and  Boericke  &  Tafel  have  incirded 
the  world  with  their  goods,  their  publications  and  their  fair  name.  The 
eight  medical  colleges  that  use  our  pages  to  proclaim  their  teaching  facili- 
ties are  fiouing  beyond  any  previous  year,  viz. :  The  Homcsepathlc  Medi- 
oil  College  of  Mo.;  The  Hahnemann  of  Chicago;  The  Chicago  Honiceo- 
p.itliic  Medical;  Iowa  University ;  Michigan  University;  The  Cleveland  Col- 
lege ;  The  New  York  College,  and  The  Hahnemann  of  Philadelphia. 

Th*e  doctors  that  advertise  with  ns  are  likewise  making  money,  viz.: 
Dr.  J.  Martine  Kershaw,  Dr.  J.  P.  Geppert,  Dr.  S.  B.  Parsons,  Dr.  J.  T. 
Kent,  Dr.  E.  A.  Griveaud,  Dr.  H.  C.  Allen  and  Dr.  P.  G.  Valentine,  and 
the  Vandalia  Line,  since  it  took  a  card  with  us,  has  made  millions. 

Gentlemen :  We  thank  you  for  your  patronage — ^are  proud  of  you — and 
we  believe  that  we  have  contributed  to  your  prosperity  and  you  ours.  We 
send  you  kind  words  of  greeting,  and  trust  the  coming  year  may  be  <*  a 
happy  one." 

Bureau  of  Gyneacology,  1882-3. — Missouri  Institute  of  Homoso- 
pathy.  This  Bureau  has  under  consideration  Laceration  of  the  Crevix 
Uteri.  Papers  are  solicited  upon:  1.  Preventive  Measures ;  (a;  Hygienic; 
(b)  Medical;  (c)  Surgical;  2.  Causes;  3.  Symptoms;  4.  Pathology;  6. 
Treatment.  Each  member  of  the  Bureau  is  respectfully  requested  to 
select  one  or  more  topics,  whereby  the  subject  may  be  exaustlvely  consid- 
ered as  posBlble.  Payers  upon  any  other  subject  properly  coming  within 
the  scope  of  this  bureau  are  cordially  invited.  Contributions  of  papers, 
or  reports  contributed  by  physicians  not  members  of  the  bureau  will  be 
welcome  and  properly  acknowledged.  Wm.  D.  Foster,  M.  D.,  Chairman, 
Kansas  City;  G.  S.  Walker,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis;  W.  H.  Jenney,  M.  D.,  Nor- 
walk,  Ohio;  Wm.  CoUlsson,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis;  D.  D.  Miles,  M  D.,  Boone- 
vllle;  May  B.  Pearmin,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis;  Wm.  G.  Hall,  M.  D.,  St.  'Jos- 
eph; R.  C.  Runner,  M.  D.,  Mexico;  W.  John  Harris,  M.D.,  St.  Louis. 
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TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION 

LACTOPKPTINE!! 

DemoBfltrated   Snperlorltjr  of    Vmctopeptine  as  a    IH8;«fitlTe   Aipnrt, 

Certificate  of  composition  and  properties  of  Lactopeptine  by T»rof  ATTFIFLD. 
I*b.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  F.  I.  C.,  F.  C.  S.,  Prof,  of  Practical  Chem.  to  the  Phax'maceat!c»l 
Society  of  Great  Britain. 

London,  May  3, 183?2. 

Lactopeptine  having  been  prescribed  for  some  of  my  friends  during  the  past 
five  years— apparently  with  satisfactory  results — its  formula,  which  Is  stated  on 
the  bottles,  and  its  general  characters,  have  become  well  known  to  me.  Bnt 
recently,  the  manufacturer  of  this  article  has  asked  me  to  witness  its  prepara- 
tion on  a  large  scale,  and  take  samples  of  its  ingredients  from  lar^^e  bulk.s  and 
examine  them  to  also  mix  them  myself,  and  to  prepare  Lactopeptine  fxx>m  in- 
gredients made  under  my  own  direction,  doing  all  tliis  with  the  object  of  certi- 
fying that  La<;topeptine  is  what  its  makers  profess  it  to  be,  and  that  ita  ingred- 
ients are  in  quality  the  best  that  can  be  obtained.  This  I  have  done,  and  I  now 
report  that  tbe  almost  inodorous  and  tasteless  pulverulent  substance  termed 
Lactopeptine  is  a  mixture  of  three  chief  agents  which  enable  ourselves  and  all 
animals  to  digest  food.  IThat  is  to  say  ,Lactopeptino  is  a  skillf nil j' prepared  com- 
bination of  meat -converting,  fat-convertin  and  starch -co  averting  materials, 
acidified  with  those  small  proportions  of  acids  which  |are  always  present  in  the 
healthy  stomaeh ;  all  beyi^isseminated  in  an  appropriate  vehicle,  namely,  pow- 
dered sugar  of  milk.  The  acids  used  at  the  factory— lactic  and  hydro-chlonc — are 
the  best  to  be  met  with  and  are  pei*fectly  combined  to  form  a  permanent  prepara- 
tion ;  the  milk  sugar  is  absolutely  pure ;  the  powder  known  as  *'  dia»«ta»$e  "  or 
staixsh -digesting,  bread,  potato,  and  pastry  digesting  material,  as  well  as  the 
"  panreatin,"  or  fat  digesting  ingredents,  are  as  good  as  any  I  can  prepare; 
while  the  pepsin  is  much  superior  to  that  ordinarily  used  in  medicine.  Indeed, 
as  regards  this  chief  ingredient,  pepsin,  1  have  only  met  with  one  European  or 
Americain  specimen  equal  to  that  made  and  used  by  the  manufacturer  of  Lacto- 
peptine. A  perfectly  parallel  series  of  experiments  showed  that  any  given 
weight  of  acidified  pepsin,  alone,  at  first  acts  somewhat  more  rapidly  than  Lac- 
topeptine containing  the  same  weight  of  the  same  pepsin.  Sooner  or  later, 
however,  the  action  of  Lactopeptine  overtakes  and  outstripes  that  of  pepsin 
alone,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  meat-digesting  as  well  as  fat-digesting  power  of  the 
pancreatin  contained  in  the  Lactopeptine.  My  conclusion  is  that  Lactopeptine 
IS  a  most  valuable  digesting  agent,  and  superior  to  pepsin  alone. 

JOHN  ATTFIKLD. 

LACTOPEPTINE  contains  all  the  agents  of  digestion  that  can  act  up^in  food 
from  mastication  to  its  conversion  into  chyle,  thus  combining  all  the  pilnciples 
required  to  promote  a  Healthy  Digestion. 

One  of  its  chief  features,  and  the  one  which  has  gained  it  a  preference  over 
all  digestive  preparations,  is,  that  it  precisely  represents  in  composition  the 
natural  digestive  juices  of  the  stomach,  pancreas  and  salivary  glands  and  will 
therefore  readily  dissolve  .all  foods  necessary  to  the  recuperation  of  the  human 
organism. 

FORMULA  OF  LACTOPEPTINE. 


Sugar  of  Mlk .40  ounces." 

Pepsin Bounces. 

Pancreatine  Bounces 


Veg.  Ptyalin  or  Diastase 4  drachms. 

Lactic  Acid 6  fl.  drachme. 

Hydrochloric  Acid  5fl.  drachms. 

LACTOPEPTINE  is  sold  entirely  by  Physician's  Prescriptions,  and  its 
almost  universal  adoption  by  physicians  is  the  strongest  guarantee  we  can  give 
that  its  therapeutic  value  has  been  most  thoroughly  established. 
The  undersigned  having  tested  LACTOPEITINE,  recommend  it  to  the  profession. 

ALFRED  L.  LOOMIS,  M.  I)., 
Professor  of  Pathology  and  Practice  of  Med.  Uni.  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

SAMUEL  R.PERCY,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  New  York  Medical  College. 

F.  LE  ROY  SATTERLEE,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D. 

Prof.  Chem.,  Mat.,  Med.  and  Therap.  in  N.  Y.  Col.  of  Dent.;  Prof.  Chem. 

&  Hvg.  in  Am.  Vet.  Col.  etc. 

JAMES  AITKEN  MEIGS,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Prof,  of  the  Institute  of  Med.  and  Med.  Jur's.,  Jeff.  Medical  College;  Phys. 

to  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

W.  W.  DAWSON,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio., 

Prof.  Prin.  and  Prac.  Surg.,  Med.,  Col.  of  Ohio;  Surg,  to  Good  Sa.  Hos. 

ALFRED  F.  A.  KING,  M.  D.,  Washington,  1).  C. 

Prof,  of  Obstetrics,  University  of  Vermont. 

D.  W.  YANDELL,  M.  D., 

Prof,  of  Scl.  and  Art  of  Surg,  and  Clin.  Surg.,  Unlver.  of  LouSsA-ille,  Kv. 

L.  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D., 
Prof,  of  Clin.  Med.,  Dis.  of  Children,  and  Derma.,  Unl.  of  Louisville,  Kv. 

ROBT.  BATTEY,  M.  D.,  Rome  Ga, 

Emeratus  Prof,  of  Ob.,  Atlanta  Med.  Col.,  Ex.  Pres.  Med.  Ass.  of  Geoi^a. 

CLAUDE  ff.  MASTIN,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Mobile,  Ala. 

Prof.  H.  C.  BARTLETT,  Ph.  D.,  F.  C.  S.  London,  England. 

Prof.  JOHN  ATTFIELD,  Ph.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  F.  L  C,  F.  C.  S.,  London, 

Eng.,  Prof,  of  Prac.  Chem.  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 

THE  NEW  YORK  PHARMACAL  ASSOCIATION. 

P.  0.  Box  1574.  Nos  10.  ft  12  College  Place,  New  York. 
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THE  CURABILITY  OF  EPILEPSY.* 


The  following  letter  came  too  late  for  the  meeting,  but 
in  time  for  this  issue : 

Mr.  Editor — In  the  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Clinical 
Medicine,  from  its  Chairman,  made  at  the  December  meet- 
ing of  the  CKnical  Society,  the  following  remarks  may  be 
found:  "The  almost  uniform  expression  upon  the  cura- 
bility of  epilepsy  was  that  it  was  seldom,  if  ever,  cured." 
This  "uniform  expression"  is,  and  must  be  a  received  fact, 
according  to  the  recorded  observations  of  many  of  the 
wisest  and  most  devoted  and  diligent  inquirers  in  therapeu- 
tics. And  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  why  "  the  remarks  gen- 
erally were  very  discouraging  to  students  and  the  younger 
practitioners"  at  that  meeting.  We  heard  no  assertion 
from  any  one  that  epilepsy  is  absolutely  incurable.  The 
nearest  approach  to  this  sentiment  was  from  your  humble 
servant,  which  was  as  follows:  "  In  a  practice  of  more 
than  forty  years,  I  have  yet  to  see  the  first  case  of  genuine, 
confirmed,  or  true  epilepsy  cured."  I  did  not  profess  nor 
claim  the  honor  of  having  explored  the  entire  field  of  epi- 
leptic therapeutics.  The*  unexplored  region  is  open  for  the 
"students  and  younger  practitioners,"  and  we  would  en- 
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courage  them  to  commence  at  the  outermost  limits  of  our 
attainments  with  the  same  industry  in  promoting  the 
progress  of  medicine  and  has  characterized  the  labors  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Clinical  Bureau  and  my  own. 

But,  as  was  remarked  at  the  October  meeting  of  the 
Clinical  Society,  true  or  genuine  epilepsy  is  a  grave  dis- 
order, which  apparently  rests  on  a  constitutional  diathesis, 
inherited  or  contracted  from  the  overpowering  influence  of 
shocks,  or  malignant  disease  that  may  have  permanently 
injured  the  cerebro-spinal  axis.  In  the  present  state  of 
therapeutics,  a  constitutional  diathesis  is  so  difficult  to 
change  that  some  of  our  oldest  practitioners  have  seen  very 
few,  if  any,  of  the  diseases  engrafted  on  it  cured.  But,  in 
good  faith,  they  have  anticipated  the  blessed  day  which 
Jenichen,  Lehrman,  Finke,  Gross,  Guernsey  and  Lippe  say 
is  dawning  upon  us,  when  eveiy  diathesis,  hereditary  or  ac- 
quired, must^  under  the  influence  of  the  highest  potencies, 
be  banished  like  dew  before  the  sun.  The  wish,  it  seems  to 
me,  has  been  "  father  to  the  thought,"  in  claiming  for  cer- 
tain modes  of  treatment  such  unlimited  power  over  the  per- 
sistent cachexias  which  underlie  many  diseases,  such  as  can- 
cer, consumption,  confirmed  epilepsy,  etc. 

When  a  practitioner  of  experience  asserts  as  a  fact,  that 
diseases  of  this  character  have  uniformly  defied  his  skill, 
even  under  the  most  careful  afiSliation  of  remedies,  in  high 
or  low  potencies,  it  should  be,  nnd  often  is,  a  source  of  en- 
couragement to  the  *'  student  and  young  practitioner,"  who 
believe  in  the  progress  of  the  healing  art,  and  causes  them 
to  study,  experiment  and  persevere  continually,  in  the  en- 
deavor to  find  a  more  extensive  application  of  the  law  of 
cure. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  sanguine  practitioners  speak 
unhesitatingly  of  their  success  in  curing,  per  se,  cancer,  con- 
sumption, epilepsy,  confirmed  amaurosis,  etc.,  by  the  affilia- 
tion, according  to  symptoms,  of  homoeopathic  remedies.  In 
our  early  professional  career,  we  were  induced  to  believe  in 


The  Curability  of  Epilepsy.  3 

the  wonderful  skill  of  our  teachers,  and,  in  following  their 
instruction,  we  were  chagrined  at  our  failures,  when  we  en- 
countered the  unmistakable  diseases  which  they  declared 
were  uniformly  curable.  We  found  that  many  of  our 
learned  novitiates  in  homopopathy  were  in  the  same  dilemma 
with  ourselves,  and  that  they  were  prone  to  be  discouraged 
and  dubious  as  to  the  claims  of  homoeopathy.  And  we 
venture  the  assertion  that  '*  students  and  younger  practi- 
tioners "  have  been  more  frequently  discouraged  by  finding 
too  nmch  cause  for  doubting  the  accumcyof  sanguine  state- 
ments than  if  their  teachers  had  qualified  their  statements 
more  carefully.  That  hereditary  epilepsy  is  quite  uni- 
formly incurable,  cannot  be  doubted.  That  which  is  early 
contracted,  and  well  and  skillfully  treated,  before  it  be- 
comes confirmed,  can  often  be  arrested  and  cured.  The 
longer  the  disease  has  continued,  and  the  more  frequently 
loss  of  consciousness  occurs,  and  the  fixed  and  dilated  pupil 
is  seen,  the  greater  the  difficulty  in  effecting  a  radical  cure. 
The  kind  of  cases — apparently  the  most  formidable  and  de- 
fiant of  therapeutic  measures — are  those  which  occur  in  per- 
sons in  apparenly  physical  health,  with  sudden  loss  of  con- 
sciousness, and  an  evident  tendency  to  dementia,  and  who 
recover  from  the  fit  without  realizing  that  they  have  had 
one. 

There  is,  in  my  opinion,  less  difficulty  in  diagnosticating 
a  case  of  confirmed  epilepsy  than  some  may  imagine.  Epi- 
leptoid  or  epileptiform  maladies  are  quite  common  and 
curable.  Some  arise  from  alcoholism,  some  from  fits  of 
anger,  some  from  renal  disease,  some  from  hysteria,  and 
6ome  from  excessive  venery.  The  petit  mal,  when  not  the 
commen(^ement  of  hereditary  epilepsy,  will  often  yield  to 
remedies.  Convulsions  arising  from  worms  or  irritation  in 
the  prinue  vice  may  be  attended  by  loss  of  consciousness, 
but  are  very  different  from  epilepsy.  We  are  aware  that 
epileptoid  attacks  sometimes  attend  Bright's  disease,  and 
that  some  have  mistaken  these  convulsions  for  epilepsy,  and 
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when  patients  recover  from  them,  a  cure  of  epilepsy  is  re- 
corded. 

We  have  never  taught  that  phthisis  is  incurable.  But  it 
is  a  formidable  disease,  and  we  have  never  had  the  pre- 
sumption to  claim  that  our  skill  is  sufficient  to  cure  it ;  and 
yet  we  find  the  characteristic  symptoms  in  many  persons, 
and  complete  recovery  from  them.  Neither  do  we  teach 
that  cancer  is  incurable,  though  our  skill  has  proved  insuffi- 
cient to  cure  it.  The  late  theories  of  Pasteur  and  Declat, 
that  ascribe  all  these  formidable  and  deadly  chronic  mala- 
dies to  various  parasites,  such  as  spores,  vibriones, 
micrones,  akari-bacteria,  infusoria,  ete.,  positively  assert 
the  final  triumph  of  phenic  acids  in  driving  these  formidable 
diseases  from  the  vital  domain.  It  will  be  a  happy  circum- 
stance if  there  is  nothing  illusory  in  the  claim.  The  cata- 
logue of  alleged  cures,  embracing  cancer,  tuberculosis,  hy- 
drops, scirrhus,  anthrax,  morbus  Brightii,  is  a  severe  tax  on 
the  credulity  of  old  fogies.  We  shall  patiently  await  a  full 
disclosure  of  the  facts  which  will  prove  that  confirmed  epi- 
lepsy is  a  curable  disease. 

With  kind  regards  to  all  concerned,  I  am,  etc., 

A.  E.  Small. 


ALCOHOLIC  INHALATIONS. 


A  THERAPEUTICAL  MEASURE  IN  DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS 

CROUP. 


Dr.  Theador  Clemens  (  Frankfort  on  M.  )  had  treated 
already,  years  ago,  forty-eight  cases  of  severe  pneumonia 
with  chloroform  inhalations,  but  found  that  a  continued 
narcosis  ought  to  be  prevented .  He  says  :  "As  alcohol  shows 
a  beneficial  influence  on  blood-disease,  it  seems  best  to  add 
two  parts  of  common  spiritus  vini  to  one  of  chloroform ; 
thus  I  got  only  so  much  of  chloroform  action  as  I  needed. 


Alcoholic  Inhalations,  5 

for  the  sensorium  of  ray  patient's  suffering  from  want  of 
air,  whereas  the  alcohol  hihalation  at  the  same  time  evinced 
its  strengthening  action  on  the  nerve-fibrilloe  in  the  lungs  and 
aided  the  expectoration.  I  will  never  forget  a  young  artist, 
at  whose  bedside  I  passed  two  nights,  who  was  fighting  dis- 
solution ( pneumonia  duplex  )  all  this  time.  The  inhalation  was 
a  continuous  one,  day  and  night,  without  any  other  treatment, 
but  it  saved  him,  and  the  parenchyma  of  this  lungs  remained 
sound.  During  his  illness  I  examined  daily  the  urine,  and 
found  such  a  decrease  of  chlorides  that  I  doubted  a  recovery 
to  be  possible,  for  if  in  inflammatory  diseases,  the  chlorides 
are  absent,  the  issue  is  mostly  fatal ;  the  mode  of  examination 
is  perfectly  simple.  A  few  drops  of  a  concentrated  solu- 
tion of  nitrate  of  silver  are  dropped  in  the  urine  and  we 
find  a  thick,  cheesy  sediment  at  the  bottom.  Where  this 
urate  of  silver  does  not  form,  the  urine  remains  clear  and 
the  prognosis  fatal.  Of  forty-eight  patients  thus  treated, 
without  any  other  medication,  forty-six  recovered ;  one  of 
the  fatal  cases  was  an  old  potator,  in  senility,  where  alcohol 
had  lost  its  healing  power.  A  piece  of  solid  cotton  wool  is 
thoroughly  soaked  in  the  inhaling  fluid,  covered  with  loose 
cotton  and  held  lightly  before  the  nose  and  mouth  of  the 
patient ;  thus  he  gets  enough  air.  Inhalation  is  kept  up 
from  five  minutes  to  fifteen  minutes,  according  to  the  sever- 
ity of  the  case,  and  may  be  repeated  every  quarter  or  half 
an  hour.  Be  careful  that  the  bed-room  is  well  ventilated  so 
that  plenty  of  fresh  air  will  circulate." 

My  mixture  for  inhalation  in  diphtheria  and  angina  mem- 
branea  is:  R.  Spirit,  vini  recti/.  120,0,  chlorofonn  15,0, 
acid  salycil.  10,0,  oL  Lanea  Pini  3,0.  The  oil  contains 
much  turpentine,  and  in  its  evaporation  it  ozonizes  suffi- 
iently  the  oxygen  of  the  air,  especially  as  it  also  contains 
phosphorus  in  solution.  Even  small  children  inhale  it  with 
ease,  and  the  request  is  natural  that  other  physicians  may 
make  a  trial  of  it. — Allg.  Med,  Centr.  Zeit,  43,  1882. 
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BACTERIA  A  FRIEND  NOT  A  FOE. 


BY   O.    P.    BAER,  M.  D.,    RICHMOND,  IND. 


Fellows  of  the  Wayne  Co.  Homoeopathic  Society:  I  have 
chosen  for  my  theme  on  this  occasion,  one  among  the  least, 
though  not  the  most  insignificant,  of  the  invisible  depart- 
ment of  animated  nature — the  Bacteria.  It  plays  a  most 
importaiit  part  in  the  whole  physical  world.  It  is  a  most 
restless,  resistless,  and  obtrusive  little  creature.  Going  where 
he  is  not  wanted ;  meddling  maliciously,  and  feloniously  in 
other  men's  matters.  He  has  many  accomplices,  and  but 
tew  friends.  When  we  contemplate  the  entire  field  of  biol- 
ogy, there  is  no  depaitment  of  it,  which  commands  our 
admiration  and  astonishment  more  than  this  tiny  little  ani- 
malcula ;  millions  of  whom  can  conveniently  float,  and  do 
business  in  one  single  drop  of  water.  Think  of  it,  how  in- 
finitesimal in  size,  yet,  how  active,  how  destructive,  and 
above  all,  what  great  changes  are  laid  at  its  door,  many  of 
them  decidedlv  unwarrantable,  and  false. 

It  is  a  great  factor  in  the  economy  of  all  nature.  Exceed- 
ingly numerous  everywhere ;  both  in  the  atmosphere,  and  all 
decaying  substances,  whether  vegetable  or  animal.  In  struc- 
ture, it  is  a  triple  coccus,  or  three  celled  animal,  arranged  in 
a  direct  line ;  about  from  1-15000,  to  1-30000  parts  of  an 
inch  in  length.  Its  cells  are  composed  of  sarcode,  which  is 
the  receptacle  of  the  food ;  and  in  this  substance  are  located 
all  the  internal  organs  of  the  animalcula.  There  is  an  in- 
fusoria, less  in  size  than  the  one  we  are  now  considering ; 
which  is  the  vibrio;  who,  though  a  companion  in  one  sense, 
of  the  bacteria,  works  out  of  sight  in  the  structure  assailed ; 
not  upon  its  surface.  It  cannot  live  in  oxygen  but  upon  the 
contrary,  lives  and  propagates  without  one  particle  of  free 
oxygen.     On  the  other  hand,  bacteria- must  make  very  fre- 
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quent  visits  to  the  surface,  for  free  oxygen— cannot  live 
without  it.  Thus,  while  the  vibrio  inaugurates  the  ferment 
in  the  inner  substance,  the  bacteria  develops  it  upon  the  sur- 
face. Thus  they  act  in  unison  with  each  other.  It  is  not 
the  worm  which  destroys  our  dead  bodies,  but  the  active, 
meddlesome  infusoria,  the  least  of  living  creatures.  These 
infusoria  are  perfectly  inoffensive  as  long  as  life  is  an  obsta- 
cle to  their  development ;  but  after  the  death  of  the  affected 
part,  their  activity  begins.  Vibrios  working  from  the  cen- 
tre to  the  surface,  destroys  cell  life  and  structure  ;  while  the 
bacteria  developed  upon  the  folds  and  wrinkles  of  the  skin, 
works  from  the  surface  towards  the  centre,  meeting  the 
vibrio,  devours  it,  and  after  having  satiated  itself,  in  its  turn, 
is  devoured  by  that  loathsome  little  worm  the  maggot. 
Bacteria  increases  in  warm  dry  weather ;  decreases  in  wet 
chilly  and  cold  weather,  diminishes  on  mountains,  increases 
on  valleys  and  plains.  It  is  ?ion-obtrusive  to  healthy  tissue, 
but  is  always  ready  for  its  work,  whenever  circumstances 
favor  it.  It  has  no  affinity  whatever  for  healthy  structure  ; 
but  dearly  loves  to  mingle,  wherever  fermentation  has  set 
in.  Fermentation  is  its  field  of  activity,  aiding  the  previous 
occupant,  the  vibrios  in  its  destructive  work  of  tearing  down 
tissue,  and  newly  formed  cells.  Professor  Tyndall  says, 
truly,  that  bacteria  is  not  the  producer  of  disease y  but  the 
result  of  fermentation.  It  is  virtually  a  creature  of  circum- 
stances, arising  as  a  scavenger,  to  clear  away  dead,  offensive 
matter.     It  is  highly  useful  in  its  legitimate  office. 

Like  every  created  being,  it  has  its  uses  to  perform,  and 
unlike  sinful  man,  it  never  forgets  to  perform  them,  in  the 
divine  order  of  its  being.  It  has  no  power  to  originate  dis- 
ease^  but  develops  upon  and  gloriously  revels  in  structure 
already  diseased. 

Fermentation  is  its  desired  pabulum.  In  it,  the  bacteria 
moves,  feeds  and  develops,  lives.  But  has  not  the  least  pos- 
sible capacity,  to  produce  pathological  condition  in  any  form 
whatever ;  notwithstanding  the  apparent  evidence  to  the  con- 
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trary.  Much  has  been  written  pro  and  con,  but  the  gre^t 
weight  of  the  testimony  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  inno- 
cency  of  our  little,  much  abused,  infusoria. 

In  cancrum  oris,  in  diphtheria,  in  stomacea,  and  indeed  in 
any  cancroid  disease  of  the  mouth,  the}'  develop  rapidly,  en- 
tering from  the  teeth,  which,  not  having  been  kept  perfectly 
clean,  furnish  them  all  the  necessaries  of.  life.  They  are 
often  found  in  great  abundance  between  the  teeth,  and  fre- 
quently under  the  finger  and  toe  nails,  and  occasionally  in 
the  nostrils,  ears,  and  inner  canthus  of  the  eye,  and  indeed 
upon  any  part  of  the  body,  where  filth  may  naturally  invite 
them. 

Bacteria  terma  are  by  many  considered  to  be  the  primal 

and  leadinsj  factors  in  all  zvmotic  diseases,  as  well  as  in 
tuberculosis  of  lungs,  kidneys  and  liver.      But  when   this 

matter  is  truly  scientifically  investigated,  it  falls  to  the 
ground  as  dead.  It  is  known  to  physiologists,  that  the  cor- 
puscles of  the  blood  are  composed  of  all  the  elements  of  the 
whole  mass.  The  white  and  red  globules  contain  fibrin  in. 
fluid  form  ;  as  it  is  one  of  the  absolutely  necessary  elements 
of  the  healthy  blood.  Now  whenever  an  exudation  of  lymph 
or  serum  occurs  fibrin  is  largely  present,  and  as  soon  as  it 
reaches  the  surface,  coagulation  results.  And  now,  if  ex- 
amined, this  same  fibrin  resembles,  in  every  respect  the 
micro-coccus,  and  as  coagulation  progresses,  we  have  the 
bacteria  prima,  or  duo-coccus,  and  when  the  inflammation 
runs  highest,  and  the  fibrin  becomes  really  cooked,  we  have 
the  proper  bacteria  terma,  bacillus,  as  Professor  Koch,  of 
Berlin,  has  been  pleased  to  style  them,  a  squirming,  spiral, 
fibrillse,  about  the  size  in  length,  width  and  character  of  a 
regularly  developed  bacteria,  or  bacillus.  This  altered  con- 
dition of  fibrin,  is  simply  the  result  of  death,  to  the  natural 
constituents  of  physical  life. 

This  altered  fibrin  as  it  solidifies  itself  to  the  epithelium, 
closes  the  follicles  and  forms  a  false  membrane,  of  a  very 
tough   character.     This  is  all  done  l)y  fibrin,  in  its  change 
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from  ite  phyj^iological  fluid  state,  to  that  of  its  pathological 
or  solid  state.  From  invisible  to  visible  condition.  All  this 
occurs  before  the  ingress  of  our  little  animalculsB,  the  bacteria. 

Professor  Koch  maintains  that  bacteria,  or  bacillus,  is  the 
great  cause  of  pulmonary  consumption,  or  what  is  the  same 
thing,  that  it  generates  tubercles.  Professor  Gregg,  of  Buf- 
falo, after  twenty  years  of  careful  experience  with  the  micro- 
scope, disproves  this  in-toto. 

Having  myself  been  a  subject  of  tubercles  for  more  than 
forty  years,  I  have  frequently  examined  them  critically,  with 
very  powerful  glasses,  both  when  whole  and  solid,  and  when 
broken  down  and  offensive,  and  can  say  candidly,  never  saw 
any  resemblance  to  infusoria.  Therefore  with  all  due  differ- 
ence to  Professor  Koch,  I  feel  sure  he  has  been  misled  by 
mistaken  fibrillaj  for  bacilli.  Great  men  often  ride  hobbies 
and  deceive  the  masses.  Bacteria  is  not  a  parasitical  ani- 
malcula,  but  in  every  sense,  a  primal  animal ;  hence  not  a 
creature  of  disease,  but  as  the  buzzard,  feeds  wherever  his 
food  is  prepared,  and  thus  really  stands  in  the  same  rehition 
to  diphtheria,  or  other  diseased  substance,  as  the  buzzard 
does  to  the  dead  ox  or  horse.  None  of  the  innumerable 
host  of  the  tiny  infusoria  are  the  results  of  disease,  their 
mission  is  that  of  purifiers — a  scavengers. 

When  the  glandular  secretions  become  heated,  curdled, 
and  take  form;  resembling  treo-coccus  (bacteria,  bacillus) 
floating  in  the  serum,  then  it  is  that  the  scientist  finds  it  hard 
to  designate  with  certainty,  fibril  from  bacteria.  Look  upon 
the  bacteria  as  a  friend,  not  a  foe  ;  he  comes  to  feed  not 
destroy.  He  comes  to  clean,  not  to  foul ;  to  carry  away 
diseased  matter  not  to  impart  it.     He  has  no  love  whatever, 

for  healthy  tissue,  it  is  not  his  field  for  work ;  he  would 
starve  to  death  upon  it.  His  work  is  purely  legitimate,  hon- 
est and  upright ;  then  praise  the  little  worker  for  his  orderly 
life. — Medical  Investigator, 
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''OPEN  LETTER  TO  DR.  N.  V.  WRIGHT." 


With  your  permission,  my  dear  Dr.,  let's  enlarge  a  little 
upon  your  **  Mens  Sana,  etc,"  it's  a  broad  subject.  Dr. 
Comstock's  assertion,  if  correct,  must  have  been  reached 
through  the  aid  of  a  pair  of  logical  seven  league  boots  as 
supplementary  to  usual  deductive  powers. 

The  Tight  pi'spuce  abundant  smegma  and  emission^  form 
collectively  but  07ie  reasonable  sign  of  sexual  abnormality, 
and  that  established,  you  still  have  just  one  reasonable  sign 
of  possibly  approaching  insanity,  just  as  menstrual  suppres- 
sion is  one  sign  of  possibly  approaching  parturition  of  the 
class  ''reasonable."  But  who  from  such  evidence  would 
doom  the  victim  in  the  one  case  to  life  in  an  asylum  or  in 
the  other  to  a  life  of  shame.  Your  allusion  to  Phrenology 
can  give  you  no  scientific  support,  as  total  lack  of  anatomical 
basis  excludes  that  study  from  companionship  with  science. 
I  cannot  but  think,  however,  and  I  believe,  I  can  present  an 
original  phaze  of  the  argument  that  the  penis  must  have  a 
more  intimate  nei^vous  and  moral  connection  with  the  attri- 
butes self-esteem j^rmness  and  destructiveness  than  is  generally 
supposed.  I  once  saw  a  man  whose  penis  had  been  ampu- 
tated by  a  prostitute,  and  I  challenge  you  to  the  production 
of  a  male  exhibiting  as  little  self-esteem.  Indeed,  Mr.  Bar- 
num  would,  no  doubt  pay  handsomely  for  an  example  of 
male  penisless  self-esteem,  be  he  "  flesh,  fish  or  fowl."  As 
to  JirmnesSy  as  small  as  it  is,  and  as  pliant  and  vascilating  in 
the  ordinary  exigencies  of  life  when  once  thoroughly  aroused 
the  penis  is  capable  of  as  great  a  degree  of  firmness  as  old 
Caesar  himself  ever  exhibited.  Its  relation  to  destructiveness 
is  peculiar  but  intimate.  As  its  function  is,  we  may  say, 
that  of  constructiveness,  its  amputation  leaves  a  fraction 
of  the  race,  which  thongh  proper  in  a  sense,  still  one  pos- 
sessed of  a  negative  quality  not  far  removed  from  destioio- 
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tiveness,  just  as  the  little  boy  said,  '*  pins  save  thousands  of 
live8  annually,  by  not  swallowing  them."  And  now  asking 
pardon  for  our  school  boy  essay,  let's  proceed.  Guiteau's 
sexual  phenomena  can  be  accounted  for  upon  physiological 
principles. 

1st.  Profuse  smegma,  as  well  resulting  from  lack  of  clean- 
liness as  profuse  secretions. 

2d.  Tight  prepuce^  glands  enlarged  by  hydro-stasis,  fore- 
skin made  rigid  by  rigor  mortis. 

3rd.  Emission  caused  by  spasmodic  contraction  of  the 
muscular  fibres  of  the  vas  and  vesicula  seminales  occurring  as 
a  result  of  physical  shock,  as  defecation  and  urination  often 
follow  a  severe  wound.  How  often  mental  shocks  too,  as 
fear  of  not  being  able  to  succeed  in  the  novice,  causes  a 
seminal  emission.  While  in  jail  Guiteau's  life  was  sedentary 
and  still  one  of  gluttony  and  forced  celibacy,  a  combination 
calculated  to  keep  the  sexual  glands  filled  to  overflowing, 
and  a  man  embracing  his  instincts  and  acquired  proclivities 
would  be  apt  to  be  sensual  in  the  extreme,  and  a  greater 
plus  of  sexual  activity  would  be  required  to  cause  obnor- 
mality  in  one  of  better  balanced  mind  and  nervous  system. 

A.  L.  Monroe. 


OPIUM  POISONING. 


BY  J.    DEBTRICK,    M.    D.,  YOUNGST0WN,  OHIO. 


F.  M.,  age  32,  purchased  two  ounces  of  laudanum,  full 
strength,  Nov.  25, 1882,  at  7  :  30  p.  m.,  and  look  at  one  dose 
I  one  ounce.     I  was  called  at  9  p.  m.,  and  found  him  in  a 

stupor;  after  repeated  efforts  I  suceeeded  in  giving  him 
1  1-2  teaspoonful  of  tinct.  bella,;  I  sent  for  Dr.  Allen,  and 
he  arrived  within  five  minutes ;  and  we  gave  him  24  grains  of 
sulphate  of  zinc  accompanied  with  warm  water ;  we  gave 
within  fifteen  minutes  24  grains  more  ;  the  sulphate  of  zinc 
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failed  as  an  emetic,  the  stomach  was  undoubtedly  paralyzed. 
We  attempted  to  introduce  the  tube  of  a  stomach  pump  and 
failed ;  we  then  introduced  a  metalic  stomach  tube  and 
pumped  into  the  stomach,  but  was  unable  to  pump  out  the 
contents  of  the  stomach  owing  to  unsuitable  connection  of 
tube  with  the  pump  ;  10 :  15  we  introduced  a  hyperdemic  injec- 
tion of  l-()  gi*ain  of  sulphate  of  atropia  and  continued  arti- 
ficial respiration  and  motion  ;  10  :  40  introduced  1-6  grain 
more  of  atropia  \  at  10:55  the  response  from  the  a^ropta 
indicated  only  by  dilitation  of  the  pupils;  11  p.  m.,  other 
physicians  were  called  by  friends  of  the  family  and  after  ex- 
amining the  patient  pronounced  him  hopeless  and  dying  and 
informed  the  family  and  left. 

The  respiration  became  slower  and  ceased,  then  1  intro- 
duced hyperdermically  one  dram  of  pure  brandy  over  the 
region  of  heart  and  stomach ;  this  produced  a  good  result, 
the  respiration  returned,  but  within  a  few.  minutes  would 
cease,  then  we  would  repeat  injections,  one  over  the  stomach 
one  in  each  arm  and  one  in  each  thigh  ;  then  followed  good 
results  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  then  respiration  would 
run  down  slow,  five  to  two  per  minute.  We  still  continued  arti- 
ficial respiration  and  motion  ;  no  respiration  for  ten  to  fifteen 
minutes  till  stimulated  by  brandy  injections  ;  continue  brandy 
injections  every  few  minutes  ;  at  three  a.  m.  the  heart  and 
lungs  were  becoming  paralyzed  ;  we  gave  inhalations  of  nitrite 
of  amyly  with  good  results,  but  it  passed  off  rapidly ;  at  6  a.m. 
patient  apparently  dead,  respiration,  heart's  action  cease ; 
continue  brandy  and  inject  nitrite  of  amyl,  and  continue 
aitificial  respiration. 

The  patient  was  entirely  unconscious  and  apparently  dead, 
except  breathing,  etc.,  as  described  from  9 :  30  p.  m.  to  8 
A.  M.  Nitrite  of  amyl  hyperdermically,  did  well,  and  at 
8  :  30  he  began  to  improve  and  returned  to  consciousness  at 
11  A.  M.  There  was  only  eight  ounces  of  brandy  injected 
hyperdermically.  The  result  of  the  treatment  was  con- 
trolled and  he  recovered. 
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I  report  this  case,  hoping  others  may  receive  benefit 
from  it,  never  to  give  up  the  ship,  for  seldom  a  patient  re- 
covers that  takes  an  ounce  of  laudumn  with  suicidal  intent, 
where  emetics  and  stomach  pumps  fail. 


TRACHELORAPHY. 


BY  EDW.  JOHN  TILT,  M.  D. 


In  a  preceding  paper  I  discussed  some  startling  asser- 
tions, that  came  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Dr. 
Emmet  wants  us  to  believe  that,  however  liable  periuterine 
cellular  tissue  is  to  inflammation,  the  womb  itself  is  only 
liable  to  inflamn^ation  during  puerperpality.  We  are  also 
asked  to  believe  that  what  has  been  previously  called  ulcera- 
tion of  the  OS  uteri  w^-s  nothing  but  the  everted  edge  of  a 
more  or  less  lacerated  cervical  mouth,  and  that  the  way  to 
cure  it  was  to  divide  the  cervix  up  to  the  os  internum,  and 
then  to  stitch  it  up.  We  are  asked  by  some  American  sur- 
geons to  perform  the  same  operation,  even  if  the  rent  have 
been  long  and  well  healed,  for  uterine  cicatricial  tissue  is 
reported  to  be  the  seed-plot  of  epithelioma.  I  congratulate 
Dr.  Emmet  on  not  having  seen  acute  inflammation  of  the 
womb  and  acute  internal  metritis  in  young  unmarried 
women,  and  I  stated  his  theory  of  the  common  run  of 
uterine  disease  to  be  inadmissible,  because  it  does  not  ex- 
plain the  frequent  cases  that  arise  in  virgins,  and  in  married 
women  who  have  never  conceived.  It  is  admitted  that 
uterine  disease  is  the  same  in  all  women ;  and  as  it  arises 
in  childless  women,  independently  of  laceiation,  it  may  do 
the  same  in  women  who  have  borne  children.  In  stating 
this  logical  conclusion,  I  do  not  deny  the  influence  of  lacera- 
tion in  the  production  of  uterine  disease,  for  I  have  been 
teaching  its  importance  for  the  last  twenty  years  in  every 
succeeding  edition   of   my   works.     The   proposal  to  treat 
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uterine  ulceration,  due  to  a  slight  cervical  fissure,  by  slitting 
up  the  cervix  up  to  the  os  internum,  should  be  scouted  ;  for 
such  cases  can  l)e  easily  cured  by  nitric  acid  and  nitrate 
of  silver  along  with  judicious  medical  treatment,  that 
American  'gynsecologists  seem  to  despise.  To  propose  a 
serious  and  expensive  operation  for  these  cases,  even  when 
the  slight  laceration  has  been  thoroughly  well  healed,  be- 
cause epithelioma  has  sometimes  sprung  from  cicatricial 
tissue,  seems  to  me  very  ]bad  practice. 

Tracheloraphy  is  a  valuable  operation  ;  it  is  therefore 
desirable  to  settle  thiB  cases  to  which  it  would  best  apply. 
Dr.  Emmet  does  not  attempt  to  define  the  limit  of  his  op- 
eration, otherwise  than  by  recommending  it  "when  the 
womb  is  larger  and  complicated  by  neuralgia  ;  "  by  which, 
I  suppose,  he  means  a  voluminous  cervix  leading  to  dis- 
tressing uterine  symptoms.  Dr.  Playfair,  who  considers 
tracheloraphy  "  the  greatest  improvement  ever  introduced 
into  practice,"  reserves  it  for  bad  cases  that  he  cannot 
otherwise  cure  ;  which  raises  the  question  what  other  treat- 
ment Dr.  Playfair  had  previously  tried  in  such  cases. 
For,  m  1869,  he  wrote  some  elaborate  papers  to  extol  the 
virtues  of  carbolic  acid  as  an  application  to  the  womb  for 
the  cure  of  endocervicitis,  or  uterine  catarrh  ;  and  he  was 
then  so  well  satisfied  with  his  result,  that  he  concluded  bv 
stating  that  •*  he  had  practically  come  to  limit  himself  to 
the  use  of  that  alone."  It  was  to  be  expected  that  a  more 
extensive  practice  would  Qonvince  him  of  the  futility  of  at- 
tempting to  cure  chronic  uterine  disease  by  a  solution  of 
carbolic  acid  in  glycerine  and  water ;  but  to  rightly  esti- 
mate the  value  of  his  recommendation  of  tracheloraphy  in 
uterine  disease,  it  is  necessary  to  know  what  other  treat- 
ment he  tried  besides  carbolic  acid,  before  resorting  to  a 
serious  operation.  This  question  is  most  apposite,  for,  in 
the  only  case  related  in  his  paper,  read  before  the  Obstet- 
rical Society  of  London,  the  only  topical  agent  said  to 
have  been  employed  was  carbolic  acid^  with  the  exception 
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of  nitric  acid  to  check  metrorrhagia.  Until  Dr.  Playfair 
answers  this  question,  I  shall  remain  under  the  impression 
that  some  of  the  twenty  cases  in  which  he  operated  might 

have  been  cured  by  the.  plan  sketched  in  my  first  paper, 

*  

and  given  in  full  in  my  Handbook  of  Uterine  Therapeutics. 
Having  thus  given  it  as  the  result  of  long  experience  that, 
when  in  cases  of  endocervicitis  the  mucous  membrane  alone 
is  affected,  it  can  be  cured  by  nitrate  of  silver^  carbolic 
acidy  or  the  stronger  mineral  acids,  whereas  potassafusa 
or  potassce  fusee  cum  calce  were  required  when  the  sub- 
mucous tissues  are  diseased,  I  will  proceed  to  state  the  kind 
of  cases  to  which  I  think  tracheloraphy  should  be  re- 
stricted. 

1.  The  use  of  forceps  by  unskilled  hands  occasionally 
leads  to  five  or  six  extensive  lacerations,  which  on  healing 
give  the  cervix  a  stellate  appearance,  well  shown  in  Dr. 
Emmet's  work.  Sometimes,  the  converging  fissures 
separate  ridges  of  uterine  tissue  that  hide  the  os 
uteri.  I  have  seen  three  cases  of  this  description  in  the  last 
thirty  years.  There  were  no  uterine  symptoms  in  one  case, 
but  they  were  distressing  in  the  other  two  ;  and  I  advised 
the  application  of  potassa  fusa  cum  creta.  I  heard  from  the 
medical  adviser  that  the.  remedy  had  greatly  relieved  one 
patient.  The  state  of  the  other  lady  was  also  greatly  im- 
proved, but  I  had  to  advise  a  second  application  of  the  caus- 
tic ten  years  after  the  first.  In  such  cases  the  shape  of  the 
cervix  is  so  damaged,  and  there  is  so  much  superfluous  tis- 
sue, that  I  should  now  certainly  recommend  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  cervix  upon  its  original  plan. 

2.  The  application  of  the  forceps  is  sometimes  fol- 
lowed by  extensive  bilateral  laceration  of  the  cervix  up  the 
OS  interum  ;  and,  whenever  this  is  as  extensive  as  repre- 
sented in  one  of  Dr.  Emmet's  wood  cuts,  1  think  it  should 
be  treated  by  his  operation ;  but  I  have  seldom  seen  such 
cases,  and  not  once  since  attention  has  been  directed  to  lac- 
eration of  the  cervix. 
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3.  In  alluding  to  the  noxious  properties  ascribed  to  ex- 
cessive cicatricial  tissue  by  American  gynaecologists,  I  men- 
tioned the  case  of  a  young  married  lady  who  had  never  con- 
ceived, and  in  whom  it  was  necessary  to  tunnel  through  a 
very  dense  cervix  to  make  way  for  the  menstrual  flow.  I 
have  met  with  several  such  cases  ;  and,  whether  the  cervix 
be  of  normal  size  or  voluminous,  I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  divide  the  cervix  up  to  the  os  internum.  This  thorough 
draining  of  blood  and  serum  from  long  diseased  uterine 
tissues  is  a  great  element  of  success,  even  when  there  is  no 
cicatricial  tissue  to  remove. 

4.  To  make  a  good  cure  of  a  large  cacoplastic  cervix 
with  endocervicitis,  extensive  ulceration,  and  complicated 
uterine  symptoms,  a  year  is  «ot  too  much  for  the  plan  I 
have  recommended  as  the  best  and  safest  for  the  cure  of 
the  worst  cases  of  non-malignant  uterine  disease  ;  I  mean  a 
year  of  medical  supervision,  with  occasional  active  surgical 
measures.  Now,  it  sometimes  occurs,  when  bad  uterine 
cases  are  sent  home  from  India,  that  there  worst  symptoms 
vanish,  if  the  constitution  rally  on  returning  to  a  temperate 
climate.  These  patients  enjoy  themselves,  and  only  con- 
sult us  when  about  to  return  to  India,  sometimes  even  after 
having  taken  their  passage.  In  such  cases,  a  large  caco- 
plastic cervix  will  most  likely  be  found,  and  tropical  influ- 
ences will  soon  bring  back  a  return  of  endocervicitis,  with 
aggravated  uterine  symptoms  ;  therefore,  rather  than  let  a 
patient  return  to  India  in  that  state,  I  would  sanction  tra- 
cheloraphy,  if  the  patient  cannot  give  time  for  a  better  plan 
of  treatment. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  I  consider  the  cases  requiring 
tracheloraphy  to  be  rare,  and  that  I  do  not  thmk  it  justifi- 
able for  the  repair  of  a  slight  cervical  fissure  of  recent  occur- 
rence or  of  old  standing.  When  tracheloraphy  has  been 
advised  by  one  practitioner,  it  will  be  wise  to  take  the 
opinion  of  another,  for  I  have  already  heard  of  a  lady,  who 
was  told  by  a  distinguished  gynaecologist  that  her  case  was 
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seriou  J,  and  required  an  operation,  for  performing  which 
his  fee  would  be  sixty  guineas.  On  going  the  next  day  to 
another  distinguished  practitioner,  she  was  told  that  there 
was  only  a  small  fissure  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  and 
that  she  could  be  easily  cured  by  simpler  treatment. — Brit. 
Med.  Jour. 


DR.  THOMAS  ON  THE  LIMITATION  OF  THE  HOM- 

OCOPATHIC  LAW. 


«'  I  cannot  believe  that,  ia  the  face  of  the  agonies  arising 
from  the  passage  of  a  |gall  stone,  he  would  *  compare  the 
symptoms '  with  those  of  any  drug ;  but  he  would,  I  am 
sure,  procure  that  relief  from  sensation  which,  while  the 
calculus  is  passing,  must  needs  be  painful,  that  an  ansesthetic 
or  an  opiate  alone  can  give. — Dr.  Pope's  letter,  p.  468, 
Homo^pathic  Worlds  October  2,  1882. 


Dear  Sir  : — Observing  the  above  in  yonr  late  issue,  I  am 
tempted  to  write  a  short  memorandum  on  this  subject.  In 
endeavoring  to  relieve  the  pain  produced  by  the  passing  of 
a  gall  stone,  our  power  to  help  must  in  great  measure  de- 
pend upon  the  size  and  density  of  the  gall  stone.  It  may 
be  as  large  as  a  walnut  and  as  hard  as  limestone,  or  of  mod- 
erate size  and  pulverulent.  In  the  former  case  we  have  a 
most  serious,  and  probably  fatal  difiiculty  ;  in  the  latter  we 
have  a  condition  in  which  a  knowledge  of  several  medicines 
may  enable  us  to  give  quick  relief  without  anaesthetics,  and  a 
condition  which,  treated  wisely,  may  be  prevented  recurring. 

Many  years  ago  an  article  appeared  in  the  North  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Homoeopathy  ^  giving  an  account  of  an  igno- 
rant and  unqualified  man  in  New  York,  who  made  a  large 
fortune  by  treating  people  afflicted  with  gall  stones.  His 
remedies  were  PodophyUin  and  olive  oil,  and,  his  success 
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being  greater  than  the  ordinary  anesthetic  treatment,  he  got 
not  only  fortune,  but  kudos. 

I  can  at  this  present  moment  recall  two  instances  of  the 
treatment  of  gall  stones  by  small  doses  of  medicine — one 
of  a  patient  suffering  from  diseased  heart,  and  who  also 
suffered  from  pains  and  symptoms  indicating  passage  of  gall 
stones.  Hydrastis  fluid  extract,  in  drop  doses,  relieved  the 
gall  stones  quickly.  A  pos1>mortem  showed  the  condition 
of  the  heart,  and  examining  the  gall  duct  and  intestines  two 
small  pulverulent  gall  stones  had  passed  the  duct.  Liver  was 
healthy. 

The  other  case,  a  lady  who  had  suffered  for  four  years 
from  gall  stones.  Her  complexion  was  jaundiced,  and  pain, 
which  was  agonizing  (and  accompanied  with  sickness  and  the 
other  symptoms  of  gall  stones),  lasting  forty-eight  hours, 
spite  of  opium,  chloroform,  and  all  other  anoesthetics  to  no 
purpose.  But  Hydrastic  Canadensis  fluid  extract  given  in 
drop  doses,  within  five  minutes  relieved  the  patient,  and  in 
two  hours  she  was  free  from  pain.  Five  years  have  elapsed 
since  this  was  given,  and  she  has  never  suffered  from  gall 
stones  since. 

* 

The  limit  of  the  application  of  the  homoeopathic  law  is 
often  in  our  ignorance  of  the  action  of  medicines ;  but 
surely  it  is  better  to  try  known  remedies  for  the  prevention 
and  cure  of  pain  than  to  lose  heart  and  head,  and  at  once 
rush  to  anaBsthetic  treatment. 

Yours,  etc., 

Henry  Thomas,  M.  D. 


HoMGEOPATHY  IN  WASHINGTON. — III  this  political  centre. 
Homoeopathy  has  and  is  making  a  record  that  will  receive 
more  and  more  attention  as  the  years  go  on.  The  power  of 
Homoeopathy  is  gradually  n^akiug  inroads  on  the  powers 
that  be. 
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INSANITY  FROM  TAPE-WORM. 


BY   PHILO.    G.    VALENTINE,    M.  D.,   ST.    LOUIS < 


In  the  summer  of  1876,  there  was  brought  to  me  for 
treatment,  a  young  gentleman,  propably.30  years  of  age. 
He  stated  that  he  had  white  worms  about  an  inch  long, 
esciiping  from  the  anus,  and  wandering  down  his  thigh. 
They  were  tenaciolis  and  gummy,  and  would  seem  to  travel 
as  long  as  they  could  hold  their  moisture,  and  then  becom- 
ing dry  would  perish. 

Tht^y  had  no  locomotion  except  when  carrying  their  mois- 
ture. At  their  longest  they  were  an  inch  and  a  quarter  in 
length,  and  at  their  shortest  about  half  an  inch,  widening  as 
they  shortened  and  becoming  narrow  as  they  grew  longer. 
The  striated  lines  crossing  their  bodies  transversely  which 
could  only  be  seen  during  their  condensation,  coupled  with 
the  slight  enlargement  at  both  extremities,  one  being  larger 
than  the  other,  led  me  to  believe  these  were  escaped  con- 
victs from  the  habitat  of  the  parent  tape-worm.  What 
caused  this  wondrous  laocoon  to  shake  his  slender  tail  to  the 
disjointing  of  its  terminal  links,  remains  a  mystery. 
Whether  from  the  glee  of  a  savory  lunch  on  pie  and  oystere, 
or  in  the  agonizing  throes  of  a  colocynth  colic  caused  the 
unhinging  of  a  few  joints  of  his  many  linked  tail  to  wag  for 
itself  its  own  severed  t/Oitousness,  I  cannot  tell,  but  the 
migratory  fragments  of  the  monster  appearing  beyond  the 
sphincter,  told  too  true  that  he  was  drawing  his  nourishment 
high  up  among  the  lacteals. 

Here  then  was  a  tjipe-worm  destroying  this  man's  life  if 
I  did  not  destroy  him.  This  fell  destroyer  holds  a  wonder- 
ful tenacity  on  life,  and  with  its  head  and  tentacles  imbed- 
ded in  the  follicles  of  the  small  intestines,  defies,  all  persua- 
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sion  or  compulsion,  and  prefers  to  commit  homicide  to  sub- 
mitting to  any  form  of  tteniacide. 

The  patient  was  a  traveling  man,  a  commercial  tourist; 
aside  from  the  escaping  links,  apparently  white  worms,  and 
a  capricious  appetite,  with  an  occasional  gnawing  in  the 
epigastrum,  he  suffered  but  little  inconvenience.  But,  says 
he,  I  sometimes  lose  myself,  and  all  is  blank  for  a  moment, 
and  then  come  to  myself  as  it  were  from  a  long  distance. 
This  alarmed  mej  and  called  for  prompt  relief. 

Well,  T  opened  my  guns  and  demanded  a  surrender.  I 
gave  pumpkin  emulsion  for  a  month  with  no  benefit.  The 
worm  refused  to  put  in  appearance — only  a  few  joints.  Then 
I  gave  Felix  mas. ,  then  Kousso  and  Punica  granatum,  fasting 
over  night,  followed  by  castor  oil.  He  became  deathly  sick 
by  the  purgation,  but  no  worm.  He  would  come  back  from 
time  to  time  ;  had  taken  the  remedy  but  no  relief. 

He  began  to  look  haggard  and  cachectic  and  with  poor 
appetite  and  difficult  urination.  He  was  getting  afraid  to  be 
alone,  and  had  been  reprimanded  by  his  employers,  as  in- 
different to  business  ;  forgot  to  answer  letters  of  importance. 
His  eyes  had  a  dreamy  look — far-away — ^and  melancholly. 
My  patient  was  evidently  becoming  insane  from  the  presence 
of  atape-worm. 

I  tried  every  remedy  I  could  hear  of  from  doctors  and 
druggists,  and  everyone  had  a  sure  curey  but  there  was  no 
cure  for  him.  He  had  indigestion,  loathing,  sleeplessness, 
fainting,  profuse  cold  prespiration,  emaciation,  dull  pain  in 
the  bowels,  bloatedness  and  constipation.  Vertigo,  waver- 
ing before  the  eyes,  grating  of  teeth,  accumulation  of  water 
in  the  mouth,  vomiting,  sensation  of  something  moving  in 
the  stomach,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  spasms,  night  colic, 
dilated  pupils,  rolling  of  the  eyes,  dark  rings  around  eyes, 
epistaxis,  dry,  hacking  cough,  frequent  hiccough  and  trem- 
ulous drawing  back  of  bead,  hallucinations,  fetid  breath, 
staring  looks  and  clenching  fingers,  strabismus  and  all  the 
dark  catalogue  of  venminous  innervation.     The  joints  kept 
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on  escaping  and  the  symptoms  grew  worse  till  I  despaired  of  • 
dislodging  the  enemy  by  attacking  him  in  his  strong  holds, 
but  thought  to  do  so  by  strategy,  and  was  preparing  to  flank 
him  by  a  series  of  dissolving  views  with  sulphur  and  dna^ 
high,  when  news  came  that  a  gentleman  was  sitting  on  a 
garden  fence,  in  the  suburbs,  throwing  up  an  imaginary  ball 
and  pulling  it  back  by  imaginary  yam,  and  throwing  it  up 
again  and  pulling  it  back  all  the  afternoon,  till  sun-down. 
His  friends  took  him  away,  and  I  did  nothear.from  him  for 
many  months,  when  a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  told  me  that 
he  was  taken  back  to  his  friends  in  that  State,  and  was  put 
in  an  Insane  Asylum.  I  lost  sight  of  him  then  for  several 
years,  when  at  length  I  got  niews  that  he  w|i8  still  confined 
in  a  mad-house. 

This  was  a  case  of  reflex  neurosis,  producing  insanity. 
The  entozoon  had  so  irritated  the  terminal  filaments  of  the 
cerebro-spinal  and  sympathetic  nerves  distributed  to  the 
small  intestines  that  the  morbid  influence  had  been  carried 
back  to  the  ganglia  of  the  brain  and  dethroned  his  reason. 

The  reflections  called  forth  by  the  sad  ending  of  this  unfor- 
tunate case,  I  have  no  inclination  to  follow.  He  entertained 
an  unwelcome  guest,  which,  gnawing  at  his  vitals,  more  fatal 
than  Cleopatria's  asp,  consumed  his  reason  without  destroy- 
ing his  life. 


Spot  Him. — There  is  a  fellow  possessing  the  diploma  of 
late  Henry  A.  Ludeis,  M.  D.,  of  the  University  of  Gutten- 
gen,  and  who  was  granted  a  certificate  by  the  Illinois  State 
Board  of  Health.  This  fellow  is  a  fraud  it  seems,  and  has 
left  this  State.  He  may  settle  down  beside  some  of  our 
readers  ;  spot  him.     His  real  name  seems  to  be  Lambrecht. 

Another  Victim  of  Pus  Pockets. — M.  Gambetta,  the 
prominent  French  statesman  seems  to  be  another  victim  of 
indiscreet  or  careless  surgery.  The  medical  details  have 
not  yet  reached  us. 
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THE  DIFFERENTIAL  DIAGNOSIS  BETWEEN  "  HY- 
POCHONDRIASIS, SOFTENING  OF  THE  BRAIN, 
AND  EMOTIONAL  INSANITY." 


BY   N.    B.    DELAHATEB,    M.    D.,    CHIOAOO,    ILL. 


Mr.  President^  and  Members  of  the  Wisconsin  State 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society :  By  the  request  of  the  ex- 
cellent chairman  of  this  bureau,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  pre- 
senting to  you  a  few  remarks  relative  to  the  differentiation 
between  the  diseases  known  as  '*  Hypochondriasis,"  ''  Soft- 
ening of  the  Brain.'*  and  *' Emotional  Insanity." 

It  does  not  seem  necessary  to  consider  points  of  similarity, 
and  as  the  general  symptomatology  of  each  is  to  be  consid- 
ered by  others,  I  wili  not  trespass  on  your  time  by  going 
into  that  branch  of  the  diseases  named. 

The  points  which  especially  point  to  hypochondriasis  are 
tolerably  well  marked,  and  except  in  complicated  cases  the 
diagnosis  is  easily  made. 

The  hypochondriac  patient  comes  to  you  with  a  long  list 
of  pains  and  aches,  and  queer  feelings  generally.  They 
have  usually  been  to  see  many  physicians,  and  have  ready  to 
tell  you  or  show  to  you,  a  large  number  of  prescriptions. 
They  are  certain  you  have  never  had  a  case  just  like  theirs, 
and  quite  certain  none  as  stul)born.  They  more  frequently 
complain  of  trouble  in  the  stomach  and  bowels  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  body.  And  not  at  all  infrequently  you 
will  find  that  there  is  some  indigestion  and  formation  of  gas, 
that  there  is  an  acquired  constipation,  more  frequently  being 
in  the  form  of  inf requeucy  of  the  movements  of  the  bowels 
than  of  constipated  movement.  Not  at  all  uncommonly  do 
we  find  this  condition  apparently  produced,  or  at  least  very 
much  aggravated,  because  the  patient  is  afraid  to  make  any 
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effort,  for  fear  the  straining  will  produce  some  injury.  The 
liver  quite  frequently  becomes  sluggish,  the  complexion 
assumes  a  dirty,  rotten,  dark  gre3rish  hue.  There  is  im- 
proper action  of  the  skin  generally.  The  symptoms  change 
from  those  indicating  one  disease,  or  pathological  condition, 
to  another,  without  apparent  cause.  If  the  patient  has  not 
read  carefully  a  good  description  of  some  special  disease, 
and  thus  become  well  versed  in  it,  you  will  find  the  ensem- 
ble of  symptoms  very  confusing,  and  often  entirely  incom- 
patible. 

If  you  allow  them  to  read  a  medical  book,  which  they 
usually  want  to  do,  or  if  you  describe  to  them  any  particu- 
lar disease,  they  are  quite  certain  that  that  is  just  what  is  the 
matter  with  them.  Their  entire  attention  is  directed  to  their 
own  condition.  They  are  constantly  looking  for  some  signs 
of  disease  in  themselves. 

They  constantly  wonder  what  this  sensation,  or  that,  indi- 
cates. They  will  insist  on  occupying  your  time,  no  matter 
how  valuable  it  may  be,  with  the  minutest  details  regarding 
themselves.  The  condition  and  color  of  the  passages  from 
the  bowels,  of  the  urine,  the  mucous  discharges,  their  sex- 
ual condition,  and  so  on.  You  never  look  for  s3rmptoms  in 
these  cases. 

They  are  quite  certain  you  do  not  understand  them  nor 
their  case,  and  desire  that  you  study  it  up  carefully. 

This  general  outline  will  give  you  a  very  fair  picture  of 
the  hypochondriac.  Now,  in  a  case  of  this  character,  if  you 
make  a  careful  physical  examination  and  find  no  organic  dis- 
ease— ^find  that  the  larger  proportion  of  their  ailments  are 
without  pathological  or  physical  foundation — ^your  diagnosis 
is  easy.  If,  however,  you  find  a  physical  disease,  or  patho- 
logical condition  present,  you  can  only  make  your  diagnosis 
by  exclusion,  referring  those  symptons  which  can  be  pro- 
duced directly  or  indirectly  by  the  conditions  found,  to  it, 
and  then  if  you  still  have  a  large  number  of  symptoms 
which  cannot  be  accounted  for,  you  will  make  a  diagnosis 
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according  to  your  physical  examination  and  of  h3rpocfaon- 
driasis  combined. 

There  nuy  be  in  dny  of  these  cases  a  so-called  softenii^ 
of  the  brain,  which  presents  no  distinctive  characteristic^ 
and  consequently  cannot  be  diagnosed. 

In  emotional  insanity  the  one  point  which  stands  out  most 
prominent  is,  of  course,  that  certain  actions  are,  without 
judgment,  controlled  purely  by  some  sudden  emotion.  The 
first  element  to  be  considered,  is  heredity.  It  is  not.  at  all  com- 
mon to  find  cases  of  this  kind  where  there  is  not  a  strong 
hereditary  influence^  either  in  the  form  of  insanity,  or  some 
other  form  of  nervous  diseases,  or  of  intemperanee  in  some 
shape ;  or  in  which  the  early  training  of  the  patient  has  not 
been  almost  entirely  that  of  unrestrained  selfishness,  or  a 
control  entirely  of  emotional,  sudden  passion  and  anger. 

We  have  not  time  or  space  at  this  time  to  discuss  this 
subject  as  it  should  be.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from 
cautioning  you  all  to  examine  very  carefully  in  all  cases, 
especially  when  it  becomes  an  important  one  in  a  legal  way. 

The  emotional  insane  will,  without  any  possible  motive, 
do  an  act  from  some  sudden  impulse  or  emotion ;  may  almost 
immediately  go  on  in  the  ordinary  daily  routine,  or  in  ordi-^ 
nary  conversation,  and  show  no  signs  of  mental  derange- 
ment. Now,  when  I  say  without  possible  motive,  I  mean 
that  no  surrounding  circumstances,  present  or  past,  can  have 
furnished  a  motive  for  the  act.  If  anything  has  •transpired 
to  cause  anger,  or  if  the  person  firmly  believes  from  in- 
formation that  an3rthing  has  been  said  or  done  which  .would 
lead  to  anger,  or  to  any  enK>tion  causing  the  act,  there  is  a 
possible  motive,  and  the  act  is  not  one  of  an  insane  person. 

In  relation  to  softening  of  the  brain,  none  of  the  later 
authorities  recognize  it  as  a  distinct  disease.  It  is  a  result, 
not  a  disease. 

There  is  alwa}r8  a  precedent  inflammation  or  mal-nutrition; 
with  this  condition  following  as  a  result. 
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It  is  liable  <to  attack  any  part  of  the  brain  tissite,  or<to  be 
diffused  in  distinct  centres  throughout  the  eiilire  brain. 

Its  special  symptoms  depend  almost  wholly  on  the  loca- 
tionof  the  lesion  in  the  brain*  Many  cases  hav^been  fownd 
where  during  life  no  signs  of  cerebral  disease  were  manifest, 
and  the  post-mortem  revealed  large  areast  of  softening 
encysted  or  non-encysted. 

The  term  i&and  has  been  used  to  describe  a  condition  in 
which  there  vraa evident  disintegration  of  the  .brain  substanee^ 
or- some  character,  or  failure  of  the  functions  of  the  brain, 
either  motor  or  sensory,  or  both. 

There  is  usually,  in  the  cases,  as  described  by  the  older 
writers,  an  irregular  course,  there  being  ;marked  amelioration 
of  nearly  all  the  symptoms  at  times,  varying  in  duration,. 
followed  by  a  recurrence  of  the  old,  with  usually  some  new 
symptoms ;  in  other  words,  a  marked  tendency  to  distinct 
cycles. 

There  is  usually  a  gradual  failure  of  the  mental  faculties, 
not  insanity,  nor  usually  delusions  or  hallucinations,  but 
simply  a  weakening  of  the  power  to  concentrate  the  intel- 
lect, or  to  reason  consecutively ;  a  loss  of  memory,  often  a 
tendency  to  stubbomess,  or  tenacity  of  opinion.  And  if 
the  motor  zone  is  affected,  a  gradual  weakening  of  the  motor 
powers,  more  frequently  occurring  in  the  legs  first,  and 
going  to  the  arms  later. 

There  is  likely  to  be  a  slowness  and  circumspection  of  man- 
ner in  speech,  later  on  ;  the  articulation  becoming  thick  and 
sluggish,  with  more  or  less  tendency  to  drop  off  the  last  syl- 
lables of  words  in  pronouncing  them. 

But  these,  and  all  other  symptoms  which  have  heretofore 
been  referred  to  diseases  of  softening  of  the  brain,  are  as 
often  produced  by  other  conditions  as  by  this* 

It  is  impossible  Ui  make  out  clearly  a  case  in  which  soft- 
ening exists,  unless  we  have  a  previous,  history  of  some  con- 
dition that  has  this  degeneration  of  brain  tissue  as  a  natural 
sequence.     Thus,  a  previous  history  of  traumatism,  of  em- 
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bolistn  or  hemorrhage,  either  in  the  capillaries  or  larger  ves- 
sels, of  inflammation^  that  is  a  circumscribed  or  general,  en- 
cephalitis, or  of  a  condition  that  produces  mal-nutrition  of 
the  brain,  would,  if  followed  by  the  symptoms  mentioned, 
lead  to  a  diagnosis,  in  which  the  present  pathological  condi- 
tion would  be  that  of  circumscribed  or  general  softening  of 
the  brain. 

Allow  me  to  say  in  conclusion  that  it  is  impossible  to  be 
more  definite,  without  occupying  your  valuable  time  to  an 
unwarranted  extent,  or  manufacturing  a  clear  cut  case,  which 
would  mislead  rather  than  throw  light  on  the  subject. 

I  would  be  very  happy  to  discuss  all  these  conditions  of 
disease  fully  with  you,  but  should  be  compelled  to  take 
them  up  one  at  a  time,  as  either  one  would  make  a  large 
paper  in  itself,  even  when  confined  to  diagnosis. — Medical 
Investigator, 


IS   ALLOPATHY  A   *' REGULAR  AND   SCIENTIFIC 
SYSTEM?  "  AND  IS  HOMCEOPATHY  A  **  FRAUD 

AND  A  HUMBUG?" 


BY   JOHN   F.    GEARY,    M.  D. 


*'The  meeting  of  the  Alameda  County  Medical  Associa- 
tion, held  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  the  14th  inst.,  at  Dr. 
E.  W.  Buck's  office,  was  of  considerable  importance,  and 
attracted  so  much  attention  in  medical  circles  that  a  Tribune 
reporter,  in  an  elegant  position  to  observe,  secured  the  infor- 
mation which  agitated  the  doctors  at  the  meeting.  Dr.  August 
Liliencrantz  made  formal  application  for  membership  in  the 
Society,  which  means  a  renunciation  of  Homoeopathy,  which 
he  has  been  practicing  for  years,  and  in  which  line  he  has 
been  one  of  the  leading  lights.  He  has  been  traveling  for 
six  months  in  Europe,  where  he  has  been  assiduously  study- 
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ing  the  various  systems  and  styles  of  practice  in  the  conti- 
nental hospitals,  and  very  recently  retanied.  This,  his  first 
public  act,  is  considered  quite  significant.  The  application 
has  been  laid  over  for  consideration,  as  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  among  the  members,  some  warmly  advocating  his 
admission  on  the  ground  of  his  ability  and  standing  among 
Homceopathists,  and  others  objecting  on  the  ground  that 
after  graduating  at  the  Bush  Medical  College  of  Chicago, 
and  knowing  Homoeopathy  to  be  a  fraud,  and  a  humbug, 
took  it  up  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  and  is  therefore  not 
eligible  to  membership.  Another  point  raised,  is  whether 
on  the  renunciation  contained  in  his  application,  a  regular 
physician  can  consult  with  him  previous  to  his  admission  into 
the  Society,  which  involves  the  interpretation  of  the  consti- 
tution which  says  :  '  No  empirical  or  irregular  practitioner, 
nor  any  practitioner  who  shall  consult  with  or  recognize  pro- 
fessionally any  such  irregular  practitioner,  shall  either  be 
admitted  to  or  retained  in  the  membership  of  this  Associa- 
tion.' Feeling  is  very  high  on  the  subject,  and  the  action  of 
the  Society  at  the  next  meeting  is  looked  for  with  intense 
interest  by  not  only  the  medical  fraternity  but  many  others.'* 
— From  the  Oakland  Tribwiie^  November  16,  1882. 

I  dp  not  undertake  to  reply  to  the  questions  above  proposed  ^ 
because  some  one  who — so  far  as  the  professional  world  has 
any  evidence — is  unknown  to  learning  and  science  comes  as  a 
postulant  to  one  of  the  most  obscure  gates  of  the  outer 
court  of  Allopathy,  praying  for  deliverance  from  ^^a  fraud 
and  a  humbug ^^^  by  which  he  had  lived  for  many  years,  and 
apparently  obtained  a  substantial  benefit.  1  enter  on  the 
duty  because  I  have  for  many  years^esided  in  a  city  of  a 
larger  population,  greater  commercial  importance,  where 
wealth  has  showered  itself  on  more  people  and  left  more 
traces  of  its  importance,  that  can  be  found  in  any  other 
European  or  American  city  of  seven  times  its  age  and  numeri- 
cal inhabitants  ;  but  in  which  the  spread  of  general  and  scien- 
tific information  has  not  kept  pace  with  material  wealth  and 
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speedily  acquired  social  consequence.  In  no  other  city  could 
the  event  above  recorded,  as  the  act  of  a  number  of  men, 
claiming  to  be  members  of  a  leanied  profession,  and  there- 
fore presumably  learned  themselves  have  taken  place  except 
in  San  Francisco,  or  its  Oakland  offshoot !  Wherever  litera- 
ture and  science  have  found  a  home,  good  breeding,  liberal- 
ity, courage  and  forbearance  also  dwell  within  the  same 
boundaries.  But,  all  things  considered,  it  is  hard  to  view 
the  language  above  reported — whether  it  be  that  of  the  new 
convert,  or  put  into  his  mouth  by  his  censors — otherwise 
than  as  narrow-minded,  uncharitable  and  cowardly ;  as 
well  as  manifesting  an  almost  tottil  ignorance  of  the  pro- 
gress of  medical  knowledge  during  the  present  generation. 

I  feel  it  my  duty,  therefore,  to  the  profession  I  have  long 
practiced  and  to  the  people  among  whom  I  have  found  rec- 
ognition and  patronage,  to  use  my  best  endeavors  to  settle 
this  question  in  the  minds  of  all  intelligent  persons  who  can 
be  reached  by  my  words,  and  to  leave  the  unthinking,  the 
prejudiced  and  the  ignorant  with  as  little  excuse  as  they 
have  sound  sense  and  knowledge  of  passing  events,  when 
they  imitate  the  "  Alameda  County  Medical  Association." 

If  by  *'  regular  "  is  meant  a  man  bred  to  his  calling,  edu- 
cated with  a  view  to  its  practice  and  legally  licensed  to  that 
practice,  it  is  clear  that  that  term  may  apply  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  both  schools  in  common,  who  can  claim  such  quali- 
fications. But  if  it  be  insisted  on  that  it  applies  only  to  the 
members  of  the  Allopathic  school  who  have  regularly  fol- 
lowed in  the  footsteps  of  their  predecessors  from  the  days 
of  Hypocrates  till  now,  we  may  surely  not  begrudge  them 
the  designation  and  all  .its  implied  professional  value  and  dig- 
nity.; and  at  once  consider  ourselves  at  liberty  to  examine 
their  claims  to  being  members  of  the  'Mmly  system  of 
scientific  medicine"  which  the  world  ever  did  know,  or 
which  the  world  knows  to-day  I  This  brings  us  to  the  coq- 
sideration  of  the  question  of  what  a  science  really  is^  and 
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to  the  claims  of  Allopathy  to  be  conBidered  ^'  a  system  of 
medical  science  ?  " 

It  will  not  be  disputed  that  a  science,  properly  so  called, 
is  built  on  general  principles,  or  established  facts,  or  truths 
relating  to  any  given  subject.  These,  when  arranged  in 
systematic  order,  so  as  to  (dearly  show  their  relation  to,  and 
bearing  on  the  subject  to  which  they  relate,  we  call  the 
^basis  of  science.  Pure  mathematics  are  thus  built  on  admit- 
ted truths,  or  permissible  privileges  and  self-evident  princi- 
ples, from  which  demonstrations  of  indisputable  results  are 
evolved.  In  chemistry,  one  experimental  discovery  after 
another ;  in  music  one  rule  or  law  of  harmony  united  to  or 
combining  with  another ;  in  geology,  natm'al  philosophy  and 
astronomy,  the  gradations  are  by  adding  one  fact  to  another, 
till,  by  a  series  of  correlative  facts,  the  foundation  is  laid, 
and  the  temple  raised  to  the  pure  and  ever-ending  worship 
of  each  single  star  in  the  constellation  of  truth. 

And  thus  it  is,  that  each  stone  in  the  structure,  being  a 
truth  or  fact  in  its  own  right,  never  can  decay,  or  move  from 
its  place.  Time,  climate,  circumstances,  human  eventuali- 
ties leave  scientific  facts  unshaken,  unaltered,  through  the 
everlasting  ages  and  through  the  regions  of  infinite  space. 
Were  not  this  the  case,  there  could  be  no  science  at  all ;  jmd 
art,  the  offspring  of  science,  could  never  have  been  bom  1 
Then,  in  examining  the  claims  of  any  subject  presented  to 
XX&  as  a  science^  we  must  scrutinize  every  atom  of  the  foun- 
dation on  which  it  rests,  br  every  fact  which  it  assumes  as  a 
supporting  prop.  The  term  ''medical  science"  is  often 
used  in  a  very  loose  and  unmeaning  way.  It  is  said  to  em- 
brace all  the  correlative  branches  of  anatomy,  physiology, 
pathology,  chemistry,  botiiny,  surgery,  obstetrics,  and  thera- 
peutics. But  at  a  glance  it  will  be  evident  that  that  is  an 
incorrect  classification,  as  there  is  little  or  no  connection  be- 
tween many  of  these  branches ;  and,  indeed,  some  of  them 
being  only  mechanic  arts,  entirely,  or  almost  independent  of 
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all  the  rest.  At  any  i-ate,  neither  of  them,  with  a  single 
exception,  forms  the  subject  of  dispute  between  the  con- 
tending parties — the  Allopaths  and  the  Homoeopaths — and 
that  exception  is  therepeutics,  or  the  art  of  medicine,  as  it 
is  often  called — ^and  still  of tener,  lately,  "the  science  of 
regular  medicine'^ — ^the  vaunting  and  high-sounding  desig- 
nation under  which  our  allopathic  rivals  love  to  take  shelter. 

It  shall  be  my  business  to  carefully,  candidly,  and  fully, 
place  before  the  readers  of  this  journal  the  stepping-stones 
upon  which  Allopathy  has  crossed  the  wide  and  dismal  quag- 
mires of  uncertainty  since  Apollo  found  his  failure  in  his 
own  divine  art,  till  to-day.  In  other  words,  I  intend,  as 
briefly,  but  as  fully  as  possible,  to  trace  the  progress  of 
Allopathy,  and  to  examine  the  foundations  of  its  claims  to 
being  ''the  only  regular  science"  of  medicine.  In  doing 
so  I  shall  '*  nothing  extenuate,  nor  set  down  aught  in  mal- 
ice," as  I  produce,  one  by  one,  from  one  ro  more  of  the 
leading  and  recognized  lights  of  the  old  school,  through  all 
its  long  life,  its  best  medical  appliances  for  the  feeble,  the 
sick,  and  the  dying.  And  surely  if  anything  can  establish 
its  claims  to  scientific  accuracy  and  distinction,  the  individual 
and  collective  specifics,  invented  and  prescribed  for  the  use 
of  the  sick,  can  alone  prove  it  a  science.  Their  wholesome 
and  uniform  effects  are  the  facts  on  which  the  foundation 
must  rest.  If,  however,  it  should  appear  that  hardly  one  in 
a  thousand  of  those  remedies  has  stood  the  test  of  utility, 
but  has  proved  puerile,  changeable,  and  delusive,  and  too 
often  positively  injurious  to  human  health,  there  remains 
but  a  very  doubtful  foundation  for  "a  medical  science." 
It  must  rather  be  considered  **  a  delusion,  a  mockery,  and 
a  snare." 

I  am  quite  sure  I  shall  be  readily  excused  for  declining  to 
spend  time  in  the  vain  endeavor  to  seek  the  necessary  facts 
among  the  clinical  records  of  the  priest-doctors  of^Persia 
and  Egypt  and  the  prophets  of  Israel.     Their  charms  and 
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iucautations,  their  divine  and  demoniacal  influences  will 
hardly  be  claimed  as  medical  facts  to  build  on.  When  the 
nook  by  the  roadside  was  the  hospital,  and  the  passing 
stranger  the  expected  doctor,  the  intermittent  spring  with  its 
angel-disturbed  waters  was  the  lavatory  by  which  "the 
mained,  the  halt  and  the  blind"  crouched  and  suffered  till 
the  active  arm  of  robust  charity  dipped  the  suffering  sub- 
ject into  the  ^^  holy  well  ^"^  of  other  days.  The  search  will 
hardly  prove  more  successful  at  the  feet  of  Apollo  and  at 
the  altars  of  the  Asclepion ;  so  that  we  may  come  down  at 
once  to  Hippocrates,  his  disciples  and  immediate  followers 
and  gather  up  their  scientific  wisdom,  which  consisted  mainly 
in  general  descriptions,  and  theories,  more  fanciful  than 
sound,  whilst  remedial  means — ^beyond  '*  giving  nature  a 
chance,"  were  totally  unknown.  Let  the  sad  histories  of 
the  plagues  and  epidemics  of  those  days,  as  they  marched  on 
unchecked  and  slew  their  tens  of  thousands  without  one 
single  effective  remedy  at  the  command  of  the  most  learned 
of  the  faculty,  tell  us  where  to  look  for  the  medical  experi- 
ences of  which  our  friends  so  confidently  boast. 

But  the  learning,  the  wisdom  and  the  experience  of  the 
ancient  descended  to  our  English  ancestors,  and  they  util- 
ized them  all.  Let  us  seek  our  facts  in  their  authenticated 
records.     We  may  be  more  successful. 

[To  be  Continued.'] 


The  New  York  Medical  Times  has  dropped  its  Homceo-" 
pathic  cognomen,  and  is  become  '* too  too"  scientific.  It 
devotes  (Vide,  Jan.  1st)  a  three  column  review  to  the  an- 
atomical technology  as  applied  to  the  cat/  An  important 
work  by  a  Homoeopathic  author,  however,  is  dismissed  with 
a  few  caustic  words,  chieflv  about  the  dress  of  thje  book. 
Cats  are  of  more  consequence  to  its  readers,  perhaps. 
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PROF.    8.   B.   PAB80N8,   IN   CHABGE. 


CARIES  OF  THE  KNEE  JOINT  WITH  MYELITIS  OF 
THE  FEMUR— RESECTION  —  AMPUTATION- 
RECOVERY. 


BT  8.  B.  PAR80N8,  M.  D.,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

Mrs. ,  set.  62,  suffered  with  what  was  supposed  to 

be  an  attack  of  inflammatory  rheumatism  of  the  left  knee, 
ten  years  ago.  The  pain  was  so  severe  that  nothing 
gave  her  relief  for  a  long  time,  the  knee  swelling  to  a 
large  size,  which  for  many  weeks  oontined  her  to  the 
bed.     A  gradual  abatement  of  the  pain  and  swelling  took 
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place  but  never  entirely  subsided,  and  some  time  afterward 
ttu  abscess  formed  which  opened  on  the  inner  side  and  below 
the  joint,  discharging  first  a  thick,  yellow,  and  then  thin 
pus.  Some  months  after  this  opening  was  formed,  another 
f»ne  made  its  appearance  near  the  first  one,  and  at  various 
intervals  three  others  appeared,  one  near  the  first,  and  two 
others  on  the  outer  side  of  the  knee,  two  to  four  inches  from 
and  above  the  pateUa.  Each  discharged  a  thin  floculent  pus, 
accompanied  by  a  great  deal  of  pain  during  their  formation 
and  required  a  period  of  eight  years  to  arrive  at  this  state  of 
her  case.  Her  sufferings  during  the  lime  were  so  great  as 
to  render  her  totally  unable  to  perform  any  labor  whatever ; 
the  worst  pains  occurring  at  the  time  new  accumulations  of 
pus  took  place,  at  night  and  at  every  change  of  the  weather. 
She  was  admittedio  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  Sept, — , 
and  immediately  placed  under  treatment.  Her  condition 
then  was  very  bad.  She  was  emaoiated'and  aneemic,  diges- 
t]on]bad,  bowels  irregular,  tongue  foul,  skin  sallow  and  ver^ 
•moist,  pulse  98,  temperature  101 ;  constant  pain  in  the  knee 
of  a'dull  aching  character  which  prevented  her  from  sleep- 
ing. The  leg  was  flexed  at  the  right  angles  with  the  thigh  and 
perfectly  immovable  upon  it.  The  patella  was  immovably 
.fixed.     Knee  swollen  and  very  tender  to  pressure,  skin  over 

'  and  around  it  quite  red,  and  a  thin  ichorous  discharge  issu- 

ing'from  the  five  openings  already  described.  There  was  also 

i  a  dull,  aching  up  the  thigh  for  a  short  distanee  but  no  ten. 

demess  when  pressing  it.  A  few  week?  treatment  relieved 
her  of  many  of  her  bad  symptoms,  and  put  her  in  a  favor- 
able condition  for  an  operation,  but  had  no  effect  upon  the 
local  trouble. 

The  disease  being  apparently  so  confined  to  the  articular 
'Structures,  the  question  arose  whether  resection  or  amputa- 
tion would  result  best  for  the  patient.  Her  age  and  debili- 
tated condition,  which  might  possibly  become  more  serious 
through  the  long  confinement  to  the  bed,  and  long  drainage 
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of  the  Hystem  through  the  discharges  whieli  would  follow  if 
resection  was  performed,  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  great 
advantage  she  would  derive  from  the  operation  if  it  was  a 
success,  caused  us  to  thoroughly  weigh  every  feature  before 
deciding  on  any  plan  of  procedure.  After  due  deliberation  it 
was  agreed  to  operate  as  if  for  resection,  and  if  the  disease 
was  found  too  ext<Misive,  to  amputate  at  once.  Accordingly, 

on  the ,  of  October,  she  was  placed  under  an  anaesthetic 

of  chloroform  and  ether,  and  an  incision  made  commencino^ 
on  the  inner  side  of  the  knee  over  the  condyle  of  the  femur, 
and  carried  around  the  front  of  the  joint  below  the  patella, 
and  endingat  a  point  opposite,  over  the  outer  condyle.  The 
flap  thus  made  w^as  dissected  back  and  turned  upwards  ;  the 
tissues  disvsected  from  the  femur  and  tibia,  which  were  then 
sawed  through  three  inches  from  their  articular  surfaces,  as 
the  disease  seemed  to  be  wholly  within  these  boundaries. 
When  the  bone  thus  removed  was  examined,  it  was  seen  that 
the  disease  had  involved  the  medullary  canal  of  the  femur 
and  produced  a  myelitis,  but  not  of  a  su)>pm'ative  chanu^ter. 
The  medulla  was  dark  red  and  exceedingly  soft,  and  its  mem- 
brane reddened  and  thickened  but  still  attached  to  the  bone. 
This  complication  was  unexpected  and  gave  a  still  more 
serious  phase  to  the  case  than  it  had  before  presented,  and 
amputation  high  up  was  at  once  determined  upon.  The 
limb  was  emptied  of  blood  and  an  elastic  ligature  phiced 
around  it  at  its  upper  part  to  control  haemorrhage,  and  ampu- 
tation performed  through  the  centre  of  the  middle  third. 
Examination  of  the  Pa  bone  still  showed  evidences  of  mve- 
litis  and  another  piece  of  bone  was  removed  by  extending 
the  incisions  laterally  and  dissecting  the  structures  from  the 
bone,  and  the  end  of  the  diseased  surface  was  reached.  The 
vessels  were  ligated  and  the  flaps  carefully  sponged  with  a 
carbolized  solution  and  then  stitched  together  by  thin  carbo- 
lized  silk  sutures.  Thick  layers  of  borated  cotton  were 
placed  over  and  around  the  stump,  and  held  by  a  bandasre, 
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and  the  patient  put  to  bed.  The  patient  rallied  well,  and 
primary  union  was  perfect  except  at  one  small  point  on 
the  outer  side,  one  on  the  inner  side  where  the  ends  of  the 
ligatures  around  the  arteries  were  brought  out,  and  a  small 
spot  directly  on  the  front.  These  were  carefully  washed  out 
daily  with  a  solution  of  carbolic  acidj  CalendiUa  and  water, 
and  in  three  weeks  they  were  also  closed  and  the  patient  sit- 
ting up.  The  ligatures  came  away  on  the  thirteenth  day, 
and  on  the  thirty-fifth  day  the  patient  went  to  her  home 
with  the  stump  healed.  . 

The  accompanying  cut  represents  the  knee  as  it  appeared 
before  the  operation,  and  the  bony  union  between  the  patella 
and  tibia  and  femur.  A  careful  examination  of  the  resected 
bone  shows  extensive  carious  disease  involving  all  the  hard 
structures  about  the  joint,  and  were  completely  included 
within   the  lines  of  division  in  the  operation  of  resection. 


I  .  4       r  w 
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Prof.  Erb  goes  to  Heidelberg  as  successor  of  Friedeich. 

Paul  Voot  has  been  called  to  the  Chair  of  Surgery  at 
Griefswald,  in  place  of  the  late  Hueter, 
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DiSBASBS  ov  THE  Anus  AND  RscTUM.  ChaTles  B.  Kelsey,  M.  D. 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.: 

This  volame  is  the  August  number,  1883,  of  Wood's  Llbnkry  and  will 
be  found  a  very  valuable  and  practical  guide  in  the  study  and  treatment  of 
this  class  of  diseases.  There  is  no  work  in  the  English  language  so  com- 
plete In  detail  of  rectal  and  anal  ailments,  and  the  various  means  used  for 
their  alleviation  and  cure,  as  the  book  before  us.  Although  the  author 
has  drawn  largely  from  other  writers,  yet  he  has  nicely  and  wisely  inlro- 
daced  only  such  material  as  can  be  made  available  and  useful  by  the  stud- 
ent as  well  as  the  busy  practitioner,  and  which  makes  the  work  only  the 
more  mterestlng  and  valuable. 

It  is  not  a  rehash  of  what  may  be  found  in  the  usual  text-books,  but 
contains  all  the  advances  which  have  been  made  In  the  past  few  years  in 
the  pathology  of  these  diseases  as  well  as  all  the  Improvements  in  their 
treatment.  Commencing  with  the  anatomy  and  physlol<^  of  the  anus 
and  rectum,  these  subjects  are  clearly  and  accurately  discribed  and  illus- 
trated, and  followed  by  congenital  malformations,  their  varieties,  and  the 
various  surgical  methods  employed  for  their  relief.  General  rules  for  ex- 
amination, diagnosis,  and  operation,  are  also  given  a  careful  consideration. 
The  varieties  of  Inflammation  of  the  rectum,  abscess  and  fistula,  hsem- 
rrfaoids,  prolapse,  malignant  and  non-malignant  growths  of  the  rectum, 
ulceration,  Impacted  fsBces  and  foreign  bodies,  pruritus  anl,  spasm  of  the 
sphincter,  neuralgia,  wounds,  and  rectal  alienentation  are  all  given  in  so 
concise  and  simple,  yet  comprehensive  manner  as  to  make  the  book  a  very 
competent  guide.  Under  the  treatment  of  stricture  of  rectum  we  notice 
no  consideration  of  the  use,  except  in  detailed  cases,  of  the  galvano-cautery, 
which  has  of  late  been  very  successfully  employed,  and  has  with  some 
surgeons  become  quite  popular.  There  is  a  certain  class  of  cases  where 
it  is  not  only  the  most  speedy  but  also  attended  by  better  and  more  per- 
manent good  results  than  can  be  attained  by  any  other  means.  We  heartily 

recommend  the  book  to  the  profession.  S.  B.  Parsoks. 

HoMCEOPATUY — Its  Principle  Method  and  Future.  By  Alfred  C.  Pope, 
M.  D.  London,  England:  Editor  and  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica,  m 
London  School  of  Medicine. 

These  are  four  lectures  given  In  the  above  school  and  are  learned,  ex- 
haustive and  shining  with  the  bright  gems  of  truth. 
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OLD  School  Medicine  and  Homceopathy.  A  reprint  from  the 
North  American  Beview.  Being  a  reply  to  Prof.  Palmer's  article  entitled, 
The  "Fallacies  of  Homoeopathy."  By  J.  W.  Dowling,  M.  D.,  New  York. 
'  This  famous  reply  rang  with  clarion  peal  through  the  land  last  sum- 
mer and  called  old  medicine  to  halt,  and  io  pick  their  flints  and  reload  and  try 
a^in.  It  is  tho'ight  that  Prof.  Palmer — not  quite  exrcatJiedra  in  his  own 
school — has  in  the  language  of  the  Western  classics,  **  bit  ojK  more  than 
he  can  chew/'  We  hope  the  author  has  circulated  his  reply  largely  through 
the  ranks  of  the  opposition. 

Transactions  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Association  of  Iowa,  for 
1880,  1881  and  1882. 

This  is  a  nice  plump  book  of  172  pages.  It  is  well  gotten  up  by  its 
able  Secretary,  Dr.  Edward  A.  Guilbert.  We  shall  show  how  we  appre- 
ciate it  by  copying  some  of  its  very  valuable  articles  in  our  next.  We  are 
pleased  to  get  them,  and  they  should  be  more  widely  circulated  among  the 
profession. 

The  Hospital  Treatment  of  Diseases  op  the  Heart  and  Lungs, 
as  exemplified  in  the  New  York  Hospittils.  By  Charles  H.  Goodwin,  M.  D. 

This  is  a  very  interesting  and  Instructive  little  work,  because  it  shows 
the  treatment  pursued  by  the  shining  lights  of  the  old  school  in  pneu- 
monia, pleurisy,  hydro-thorax,  hydro-pneumo-thorax,  pulmonary  phth- 
isis, laryngial  phthisis,  hay  fever,  bronchitis,  emphysema,  pulmonary  hem- 
orrhage, apoplexy,  pulmonary  oedema,  plumonary  gangrene,  etc.  Here  we 
have  the  treatment  of  Alonzo  Clark,  Austin  Flint,  A.  L.  Loomls,  Draper, 
Dilafleld,  Jacobi,  Beverly,  Robinson,  and  others  of  equal  rank. 

There  is  improvement  all  along  the  line  in  the  last  twenty  years.  The 
expectJint  plan  is  followed  more  now,  and  the  patient  fed  and  stimulated 
more  that*  he  may  tide  over  the  disease.  No  specifics  are  given  nor  be- 
lieved in.  Their  doses  are  smaller  and  sometimes  the  single  remedy  is 
given. 

Pr«)f.  Flint  treats  pneumonia  with  blood-letting,  wet  sheets,  whiskey 
and  quinine.  Prof.  Draper  considers  milk  the  best  diet  and  alcohol  the 
hest  thing  to  reduce  the  fever.  Four  ounces  to  sixteen  in  a  day.  Stop 
when  it  is  smelt  in  the  breath.  For  the  dyspnoea  they  all  usejld.  ext.  of 
quebracho.  It  is  the  best  remedy  for  spasmodic  asthma.  Tinct.  bella,  for 
the  night  sweats  of  consumption,  or  1  100  of  a  grain  of  atropine  hypoder- 
micallv. 

All  of  this  is  good  regular  treatment,  but  Oh  I  how  limping  and  unsat- 
factory  and  absurd  to  look  no  farther  for  a  better  plan.  If  they  would 
search  our  works  as  we  do  theirs,  read  our  books  as  we  do  theirs,  they 
would  learn  a  thousand  things  not  dreamed  of  in  their  philosopy.  Some 
of  our  best  remedies  can't  be  found  in  their  materia  medica. 

Annual  Report  of  the  National  Board  of  Health  for  1882. 

Hgsmorrhoids.  By  Wm.  Jefferson  Guernsey,  M.  D.  Reprint  from 
the  Homccopathic  Physician,  with  compliments  of  the  author. 
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No  Grave  Robbing  in  St.  Louis,  and  Whv?  No  midmight-dark- 
lantern  grave  desolators  thrive  here.  The  **  silent  cities  of  the  dead  "  are 
not  frequented  by  the  trafficking  ghouls  of  medical  colleges,  for  the  sleep- 
ers sleep  a  peaceful  sleep  on  the  sun-sot  side  of  the  **  Father  of  Waters." 
Long  years  ago  the  commonwealth  of  Missouri  passed  a  law  that  the  un- 
claimed pauper  dead  should  be  given  to  the  medical  colleges  for  anatomi- 
cal study,  free  of  cost.  That's  the  milk  in  the  cocoanut.  That  explains 
the  situation  in  Missouri.  Day  after  day  the  news  is  wired  to  us  of  body- 
snatching  in  Montreal,  in  Richmond,  in  North  Carolina  and  in  Philadelphia, 
"the  quiet  Quaker  Clty>"  and  in  some  places  the  "resurrectionists "  and 
college  professors  for  aiding  and  abetting  them,  are  convicted  and  impris- 
oned. Tis  a  sad  and  deplorable  sight.  Let  the  old  States,  "  the  original 
thirteen  '*  listen  to  the  voice  and  laws  of  Missouri,  and  stop  the  most  in- 
fernal and  accursed  of  all  traffics,  by  legislating,  so  that  the  bodies  cim  have 
no  merchantable  value.  We  are  entitled  to  them  all  the  year  round,  and 
in  summer  when  the  colleges  are  not  in  session,  the  bodies  are  embalmed 
and  kept  for  winter  use.  So  that  with  the  winter  supply  there  is  plenty 
for  all  the  colleges.    This  is  import int  and  should  hive  wide  circulation. 

The  19th  of  January,  1883. — This  was  afield  day  for  St.  Louis.  For 
the  last  ten  years  surgical  clinics  have  been  held  In  the  City  Hospital  (old 
school),  but  the  first  medical  diinic  (homoBopathlc)  was  held  at* the  above 
date.  Dr.  Valentine  was  in  charge,  and  showed  to  the  class  two  cases  of 
chronic  bronchitis,  two  cases  of  icterus,  one  of  cirrhosis  of  the 
liver  with  abdominal  dropsy,  and  one  case  of  pneumonia,  brought  in  on  a 
stretcher.  This  marks  an  era  in  Homosopathy  right  in  the  strongholds  of 
the  enemy.  Dr.  Parsons  followed  the  succeeding  hour,  and  showed  a 
large  white  ulcer  of  the  tongue  and  floor  of  the  mouth,  and  the  applica- 
tion of  the  antiseptic  dressings  to  surgical  operations,  especially  commend- 
ing the  use  of  Iodoform,  the  odor  being  the  only  objection.  With  clinics 
at  the  College  Dispensary  daily,  at  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital  weekly, 
and  at  the  City  Hospital  weekly,  we  challenge  the  world  for  a  college  with 
superior  advantages  than  are  offered  by  the  Homoeopathic  College  of 
Missouri  I  Right  here  in  the  Heart  of  the  American  Continent  is  the  only 
place  where  a  medical  student  can  get  the  exact  knowledge  that  enables 
him  to  practice  medicine  successfully  In  this  Mississippi  Valley. 

Our  CoLLiSGB  Commkncemknt.— The  Twenty-Fourth  Annual  will  take 
place  at  Pickwick  Hall,  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  March.  Professor 
L.  H.  Dowling,  will  deliver  the  address.  We  will  be  glad  to  see  our  hosts 
of  friends  thronging  in. 
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Journalistic  News. — The  Medical  Calif  a  quarterly,  l)ecomes  a  month- 
ly. The  Investigator,  from  a  semi-monthly,  becomes  a  weekly.  The 
Counselor  becomes  a  semi-monthly,  after  a  year's  weekly  issae.  All  now 
are  happy,  I  suppose.  Then  from  the  Golden  Pacific  Slope  comes  anew 
cue,  The  California  Homoeopath,  a  monthly.  This  last  we  give  a  right  cor- 
dial welcome.  The  field  is  a  rich  one;  cultivate  it  well  and  success  fol- 
lows. If  the  right  man  is  editor,  and  hasn't  a  lazy  bone  in  his  body,  pros, 
perity  and  distinction  await  him.  But  the  literary  laggard  hath  no  place 
In  journalism.  He  goes  down,  sooner  or  later,  under  the  Lethean  waves, 
and  the  sleepy  Morpheus  hushes  his  memory  forever. 

An  Appeal  for  the  Ventilation  op  Churches. — Our  contempo- 
rary, The  Christian  Weekly,  publishes  a  very  effective,  though  not  strictly 
grammatical  or  scientific,  appeal  to  the  sexton  for  a  better  ventilation  of 
the  churches.    We  quote  some  of  the  lines : 

"  O  Sexton  I 
Ton  shet  600  men  women  and  children 
Speahily  the  latter,  up  In  a  tite  place, 
Sum  has  bad  breths,  none  of  em  aint  too  swe#t, 
Sum  is  f every,  sum  is  scroflus,  sum  has  bad  teeth 
And  sum  haint  none,  aud  some  aint  over  clean; 
But  evry  one  of  em  brethes  in  and  out  and  out  and  in 
Say  uO  times  a  minnet,  or  1  million  and  a  half  breths  an  hour ; 
Now  how  long  will  a  cherch  full  of  ai*e  last  at  that  rate? 
I  ask  you ;  saS^  fifteen  minuets,  and  then  what's  to  be  did? 

"  I  put  it  to  your  konshens, 
Are  is  the  same  to  us  as  milk  to  babies. 
Or  water  is  to  fish,  or  pendlums  to  clox, 
Or  roots  and  airbs  unto  an  Injun  doctor. 
Or  little  pills  unto  an  omepath. 
Or  Boize  to  ^irls.    Are  is  for  us  to  brethe. 
What  siarnifles  who  preaches  ef  I  cant  brethe? 
Whats  Pol?  What  Pollus  to  sinners  who  are  ded? 
Ded  for  want  of  breth?  " 

Sir  Jambs  Paokt,  in  proposing  the  toast,  "  Prosperity  of  the  British 
Medical  Association,"  at  the  recent  jubilee,  uttered  the  following  beautiful 
sentiment:  "  Do  not  let  our  disputes  be  very  noisy  on  the  scientific  side. 
Remember  always  that  it  is  only  through  clear  and  undisturbed  water  that 
you  can  see  what  lies  at  the  bottom.  In  storms  of  controversy  there  is 
nothing  to  be  found  but  the  l)illow  that  moves  to  mischief  and  the  foam 
that  disappears . ' ' 

The  Missouri  Institute  of  Homceopathy  will  hold  Its  Annual  Ses- 
sion in  St.  Louis,  March  1st  and  2d,  at  the  Llndell  Hotel.  This  will  be  a 
session  of  remarkable  interest  and  importance  to  the  State,  and  we  want 
every  hill-top  and  valley  in  the  Commonwealth  represented  by  our  solid 
and  vigorous  men.  There  are  250  in  tlie  State.  Let's  have  100  of  them  at 
the  meeting.  There  Is  nothing  so  good  and  becoming.  Do  not  forsake 
th  c'scath<^riiig  of  yourselves  together.    St.  Louis  will  do  her  part. 

The. New  Haven  Begister  says  that  **  when  Dr.  Bliss  received  the  ^6,000 
offered  instead  of  the  $25,000,  his  respiration  was  slow,  his  pulse  rapid, 
and  his  pus  cavity  distended  with  bile." 
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Tns  Obntral  Ohio  Homcsopattiic  Medical  Society,' have  issned  rales 
iiuid  reguiationB  for  Prize  Dmg  Prayings  for  1883.  Drugs  to  be  proven: 
Arettmm  lappa;  Caulophyllmm  thtUaetraides;  Liquor  ealeia  MoriiuiiaR.  Ptiase 
•to  be  Allen^s  EBcyclopfledfei.  Commttteie  of  awards:  T.  F.  Allen,  M.  D., 
New- York;  £.  A.  Harrington,  M.  J}.,  Philadelphia;  E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D., 
Chicago.  Society's commtttee! on  prorings:  Jno.  C.  King,  M.  I>.,  (flec'y.) 
ClreleviU«,  Ohio;  J.  W.  denuner,  M.  D.,0>hnnba8,  OUo;  £.  B.  Eggtes- 
ton,  M.  D,,  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio.  I.  The  Objects  to  be  Attained.  1.  To  de- 
ViSlopc  the  following  named  important: drugs.  .2.  To  increase  profea^ 
sional  interest  in  such  work  by  indacing  general  participation. in  it.  8. 
To  increase  the  value  of  the  work  being  done  by  scattered  workers  in  this 
Held,  by  concentrating  effort  upon  definite  worthy  objects.  4.  To  elevate 
the  sctentlfic  standard  of  such  work  by  securing  a  series  of  provings  con- 
ducted in  a  uiiiform  and  scientific  manner.  '5.  To  enhance  the  reputation 
of  our  school  by  stimulating  original  investigation  in  its  particular  speci- 
alty. II.  Inducements  tO' engage  in  the  work,  send  to  John  C.  King,  M.  D., 
Secretary  for  Rules  and  Regulations. 

A  Nkw  Mkthod  in  OssYH'ruiUbh — A'ceFtatn  young  physician,  located 
in  a  part  of  Kentucky,,  not  .far  from  .the  "Bhie  Grass  Region,"  was  called 
out  one  night  not  long  since  to  visit *a' woman  who  was  ^'mighty  bad.*' 
After  a  few  miles  of  **  bone-breaking  "  .on  the  rough  mountain  roads,  he 
reached  the  house,  and,  of  course,  found  a  room  full  of  old  grannies,  who 
collect  on  such  occasions.  It  prored  to  be.a  case  of  arrested' vertex  presen- 
tation, and  the  woman  was,  apparently,  nearly. nady  to  pass. In i her  checks. 
A  clatter  of  explanations,  etc.,  greeted  hlu),  and  out  of  the  confusion  of 
tongues  a  chorus  arose :  *<  Doctor,  you'll  *faavter  quill  her!  *'  An  examina- 
tion of  the  case  showed  that  it  would  be  a  case,  of  .instrumental  delivery, 
and  he  opened  his  case  of  instruments ;  the  old  ladies  meantime  beseech- 
ing him  to  "  qulU  her."  Not  being  aware  of  any  medical  or  surgical  pro- 
cess of  that  name,  he  kept  silent  until  a  terrible  cry  of  agony  from  his 
patient,  brought  a  frantic  shriek  of,  **  Oh,  Doctor,  she's  dyln',  she's  dyin* 
Doctor,  oh.  Doctor,  quill  her,  for  God's  sake,  quill  her  quick."  Out  6f 
patience  he  exclaimed,  <*  Well,  damn  it,  quill  her  if  you  want  to." 

To  let  him  continue:  «  Well,  sir,  don't  you  think  that  old  hag,  took 
a  feather,  cut  off  the  quill  part,  filled  it  with  snuff,  blowed  it  up  the 
woman's  nose;  a  hell  of  a  sneeze,  an  awful  yell,  and  there  was  that  young 
one  between  the  woman's  feet,  and  by  George,  she  got  well,  and  the  baby 
is  a  bouncer." 

State  Board  of  Health.— The  Legislature  of  Missouri  is  agitatii^ 
the  passage  of  a  law  organizing  a  State  Board  of  Health,  consisting  of  five 
doctors  and  three  civilians.  Something  ought  to  be  done  in  this  way,  to 
get  rid  of  the  charlatanry  that  stalketh  boldly  In  our  midst. 

Homoeopaths  in  the  ARfinr  and  Navy. — A  determined  and  heroic 
pressure  is  being  made  on  Congress  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  Joint 
Besolution  permitting  applicants  to  be  examined,  Irrespective  of  medical 
belief.    All  we  ask  Is  a  free  race,  a  fair  and  honest  ballot. 
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Sept.  25,  1882. 
Dr.  Morgan  read  the  following  paper : 

DECL  ATISM — ^MORGAN . 

By  the  above  heading  I  mean  to  designate  the  practices 
of  those  who,  like  Declat,  undertake  to  kill  the  microphytes 
which  it  is  generally  admitted  are  present  in  the  blood  and 
other  tissues  in  a  number  of  diseases,  and  are  supposed  by 
many  to  cause  them,  though  the  proof  is  not  yet  positive. 
Declat  claims  to  accomplish  his  purpose  by  the  introduction  of 
phenic  acid  into  the  system  in  quantities  sufficient  to  destroy 
the  microphytes,  yet  with  safety  to  the  parties  experimented 
on.  Other  drugs  have  been  tried,  but  this  is  the  most 
popular. 

Now,  I  am  aware  that  to  conduct  an  experiment  properly 
the  result  should  not  be  anticipated,  and  I  am  also  aware 
that  no  amount  of  reasoning  or  argument  will  affect  the  real 
result  of  any  experiment ;  but  I  believe  that  reason  and  com- 
mon sense  should  be  exercised  in  the  direction  of  experiment. 
For  instance,  I  believe  that  reason  should  guide  a  man  not  to 
attempt  to  lift  himself  by  his  boot-straps.  In  the  practice  of 
medicine,  especially,  should  experiment  be  conducted  with 
the  best  of  judgment  and  common  sense,  because  of  the  ob- 
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scurity  and  uncertainty  of  results.  Coincidence  is  so  liable 
to  be  mistaken  for  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect,  and  gen- 
eral conclusions  are  so  liable  to  be  drawn  from  a  few  or  a 
single  instance,  that  the  most  extensive  experience  affords 
far  from  positive  proof  of  any  hypothesis,  I  have  only  to 
remind  you  of  the  various  doctrines  that  now  seem  to  us  ab- 
surd, but  have  been  believed  true  in  former  times  by  men 
of  just  as  good  parts  as  any  we  have  now,  to  convince  you 
that  experience  in  the  practice  of  medicine  may  be  delusive 
and  that  the  scientific  moguls  of  the  present  are  as  likely  to 
be  mistaken  as  the  eminent  practioners  of  old,  who  imag- 
ined that  they  eliminated  all  disease  by  venesection  and  co- 
pious drenching  with  hot  water.  To  be  more  specific,  I 
will  refer  to  the  decline  of  Listerism,the  most  rational  phase 
of  the  antiseptic  system,  which  two  years  ago  was  regarded 
as  the  biggist  thing  out,  with  no  possible  doubt  of  the  just- 
ness of  the  claims  of  its  advocates. 

So  I  hope  to  be  pardoned  if  I  make  a  mistake  in  attacking 
from  a  common  sense  stand-point  the  doctrine  which  is  turn- 
ing the  heads  of  so  many  eminent  and  supposably  logical 
men.  The  greater  part  of  the  microphytes  that  have  been 
discovered  in  the  blood  endure  extremes  of  heat  and  cold 
that  would  be  fatal  to  the  human  organism,  and  some  of 
them  will  live  for  years  buried  in  the  ground.  Most  of  them 
resist  the  action  of  corrosive  acids  and  alkalies  that  are  de- 
structive to  living  human  tissues.  The  tests  to  which  they 
have  been  subjected  show  that  they  are  no  exceptions  to  the 
rule  that  the  lower  forms  of  life  have  a  greater  power  of  re- 
sistance than  the  more  complex  and  delicately  organized. 
We  know  that  the  lower  animals  with  relatively  stronger 
vegetative  natures  will  endure  violence  or  changes  of  condi- 
tion that  would  be  fatal  to  the  human  animal.  Even  an 
animal  so  highly  organized  as  a  crawfish  will  grow  a  new  leg 
if  we  pull  one  off.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  lower 
forms  of  life  are  harder  to  kill  and  hold  out  longer  against 


St,  Louis  Society  Proceedinys.  43 

fatal  measures  than  the  higher.  Yet  some  of  the  most  re- 
spected and  honored  physicians  are  attempting  to  saturate 
the  tissues  of  the  most  highly  organized  animal  with  poisons 
strong  enough  to  kill  the  lower  forms  of  vegetable  life. 
What  explanation  of  their  conduct  is  to  be  made  ?  Do  they 
imagine  that  the  human  is  tougher  because  he  is  bigger,  or 
are  they  like  the  hunter  who  so  loaded  his  gun  that  it  would 
hit  what  he  shot  at  if  it  was  a  deer,  but  would  miss  it  if  it 
was  a  goat?  In  ray  estimation  the  whole  plan  is  like  leav- 
ing your  house  to  get  the  rats  out  of  it,  only  to  have  the  rats 
go  off  to  somebody  else's  house  after  you  are  gone ;  and 
I'll  miss  my  guess  if  a  good  many  patients  do  not  think  so 
before  the  craze  subsides. 

Perhaps  some  of  you  are  waiting  to  tell  me  that  it  is  pretty 
well  established  that  quinine  kills  the  bacilli  of  malaria,  and 
that  mercury  kills  the  cocco-bacteria  helicomonas  in  83rphilis. 
I  would  like  to  ask  what  becomes  of  the  microphytes  when 
these  diseases  are  cured,  as  they  undoubtedly  have 
been,  by  attenuated  drugs  which  certainly  could  not  kill 
anything? 

The  answer  to  this  question,  in  my  opinion,  disposes  of 
the  whole  matter.  That  mysterious  vitality  that  we  do  not 
understand  and  never  will,  built  up  the  body  in  spite  of  all 
difficulties  ;  it  kills  thousands  of  germs  with  every  breath  or 
morsel  of  food,  some  of  which  would  flourish  in  the  body 
and  cause  disease  if  the  vitality  were  not  the  stronger ;  and 
it  is  the  only  antagonist  capable  of  overcoming  in  its  own 
way  the  microphytes  in  the  tissues,  and  the  myriad  other  ene- 
mies it  has  to  contend  with  in  the  universal  struggle  for  life, 
and  the  physician  makes  a  grave  mistake  who  imagines  he 
is  to  usurp  the  place  of  this  vitality,  and  convert  the  temple 
of  its  building  into  a  chemist's  pot,  and  will  find  that  what 
is  at  best  a  two-edged  sword  is  not  the  panacea.  A  louse,  a 
tape  worm,  or  any  other  parasite  accessible  from  the  exte- 
rior  may  receive  an  application  strong  enough  to   kill   it 
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without  its  sjeneral  admixture  with  the  substance  of  the 
body,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  the  system  can  be  saturated 
for  a  length  of  time  sufficient  to  permeate  all  the  tissues  with 
a  poison  strong  enough  to  kill  the  microphytes  without  the 
patient's  having  been  dead  sometime  first.  I  do  not  deny 
that  some  patients  may  be  cured  by  efforts  that  are  suppos- 
ably  made  in  accordance  with  this  system,  but  they  occur 
because  the  drug  used  excites  the  vital  force  to  do  the  busi- 
ness and  not  because  the  practitioner  has  a  theory  in  the  head. 
As  lonoj  ago  as  I  can  remember  I  read  in  the  almanacs 
that  this,  that  and  the  other  mixture  ent^ered  the  system, 
ransacked  every  part  of  it,  and  swept  away  every  vestige  of 
disease.  What  is  to  hinder  the  adoption  of  a  Yankee  alma- 
nac by  Declat  and  his  disciples  ?  They  would  only  need  to 
insert  the  name  of  their  system  in  place  of  some  time- 
honored  mixture  less  heroic. 

Before  closing  I  wish  to  allude  to  one  drug  which  I  think 
has  been  experimented  with  sufficiently  for  a  basis  for  a  con- 
clusion. It  is  alcohol.  We  know  this  to  be  one  of  the  best 
antiseptics,  and  Grauvogl  found  it  more  destructive  than  any 
other  agent  to  mould,  which  is  closely  allied  to  the  micro- 
phytes found  in  the  blood,  and  we  have  all  seen  the  human 
system  as  thoroughly  saturated  with  it  as  it  is  possible  to 
do  it  with  any  drug,  yet  is  not  regarded  as.  a  specific  for  any 
of  the  germ  diseases.  I  have  seen  a  man  so  full  of  whisky 
that  a  bed  he  slept  in  once  smelled  strongly  of  fusil  oil  two 
weeks  afterward,  yet  he  was  not  cured  of  syphilis. 

The  negative  evidence  afforded  by  alcohol  is  important. 

Dr.  Edmonds. — Fortwo  years  I  have  opposed  the  doctrine 
which  the  essayist  calls  Declatism.  It  is  crude  and  unphysi- 
ological  and,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  retired  to  the  back- 
ground by  experience.  Lister  himself  turned  the  tide  of 
opinion  upon  this  subject  at  the  British  Congress.  I  have 
been  thoroughly  disgusted  with  the  practice  of  those  sur- 
o-eons  who  have  applied  strong  pn^parations  of  carbolic  acid 
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to  the  delicate  human  tissues.  It  has  always  seemed  to  me 
absurd  for  any  one  to  spray  the  peritonial  cavity  with  its 
great  distribution  of  splanchnic  nerves.  The  shock  produced 
by  the  application  of  carbolic  acid  to  these  extremely  sensi- 
tive paits  must  be  profound,  and  in  my  opinion  injurious 
though  the  atmospheric  germs  that  might  sometimes  cause 
trouble  be  destroyed.  I  believe  the  essayist  has  taken  the 
right  ground. 

Dr.  Kent. — Dr.  Edmonds  has  not  offended  me  in  his  re- 
marks relative  to  the  use  of  carbolic  acid  in  operations.  I 
knew  that  I  had  had  as  good  results  as  were  claimed  by  Lis- 
ter's advocates,  and  saw  no  necessity  for  going  to  such  ex- 
tremes in  the  use  of  carbolic  acid  as  many  surgeons  did. 
Listerism  has  its  sphere  in  surgery,  but  in  popular  opinion 
the  limits  of  that  sphere  have  been  contracting  for  some 
time.  Declatism,  or  the  use  of  antiseptics  within  the  sys- 
tem, will  ultimately  have  some  place  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, but  experience  will  probably  show  that  the  claims  of 
its  present  advocates  are  mild.  Some  part  of  the  profession 
goes  off  on  a  tangent  every  little  whjle.  A  few  years  ago 
chloral  hydrate  would  cure  every  case  of  whooping  cough 
and  all  spasmodic  complaints.  It  was  looked  upon  as  mark- 
ing a  newer  era  in  the  practice  of  medicine  ;  but  liftle  is  heard 
of  it  now.  Later,  Listerism  was  in  fashion,  but  it  has  been 
on  the  wane  for  some  time.  When  it  was  dominant  I  put  up 
flaps  dry  with  as  good  success  as  any  of  them.  Carbolic 
acid  is  of  value  where  there  is  gangrene  or  septic  influences, 
but  healthy  tissues  with  good  surroundings  can  protect 
themselves.  Of  Declatism  I  have  no  direct  knowledge.  I 
shall  not  condemn  it  until  I  see  what  mav  come  of  it.  I  do 
not  believe  that  phenic  acid  goes  into  the  tissues  and  chem- 
ically destroys  the  microzymes  there.  Whatever  action  it 
may  have  is  probably  vital,  as  Dr.  Morgan  says. 

Dr.  de  Cailhol. — Declat's  method  is  not  homoeopathic, 
and  I  can  understand  how  an  exclusive  homoeopath  would 
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naturally  oppose  it.  I  am  investigating  this  method,  and 
so  far  as  my  experience  goes  it  confirms  the  claims  of  De- 
clat.  I  do  not  pretend  to  explain  the  manner  in  which  the 
effects  are  produced,  but  I  have  seen  some  cases  of  tubercu- 
losis that  had  been  given  up  to  die  by  very  able  physicians 
improve  greatly  and  put  on  every  appearance  of  recovery. 
The  method  is  not  a  new  one  with  Declat.  He  has  been  ex- 
perimenting 25  years,  and  I  think  his  statement  as  to  the  re- 
sult of  his  experience  is  worthy  of  some  credence.  I  have 
treated  by  this  method  a  man  who  got  badly  poisoned  in  a 
rendering  establishment.  He  was  well  in  two  weeks.  As 
to  the  injurious  effects  of  the  treatment,  I  have  given  a  man 
within  a  month  70  injections  of  100  minums  each.  He  is 
gaining  flesh  and  getting  well. 

Dr.  Richardson. — The  founder  of  our  system  brought  dis- 
credit upon  us  by  setting  up  a  psora  doctrine  that  we  cannot 
get  rid  of  if  we  wish  to,  and  I  think  it  unnecessary  and  inad- 
visable to  take  a  position  in  regard  to  any  subject  until  there 
is  evidence  to  justify  it.  I  shall  not  say  that  microph3i:es 
can  or  cannot  be  killed  within  the  system,  until  I  have  seen 
it  tried,  Intenial  remedies  will  not  cure  itch,  but  sulphur 
locally  will.  While  on  my  trip  to  Colorado  some  specula- 
tions ran '  through  my  head  which  make  it  appear  to  me 
plausable  that  the  microphytes  in  the  system  may  be  killed 
without  destroying  the  body  which  they  infest.  I  spent 
some  time  in  a  locality  10,000  feet  above  the  sea.  Nothing 
living  thrived  there.  People  can  endure  staying  for  a  time, 
but  have  to  go  down.  Kittens  born  up  there  never  live,  and 
eggs  never  hatch.  I  wanted  to  go  fishing,  but  no  worms 
were  to  be  found.  Consumptives  improve  in  those  high 
places,  and  I  wondered  if  it  might  not  be  because  the  bacilli 
peculiar  to  that  disease  could  not  live  there,  but  gi-adually 
died  off  while  the  patient  survived.  The  essayist  says  that 
many  of  these  microphytes  survive  in  many  conditions  that 
are  fatal  to  human  life.     It  is  the   nature  of   some  minute 
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animals  and  plants  to  live  in  corrosive  substances,  and  under 
conditions  apparently  the  most  unfavorable  for  life.  His 
argument  falls  to  the  ground,  it  seems  to  me.  I  believe 
that  Listerism  has  been  carried  to  an  extreme.  I  have  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  making  applicaticms  of  carbolic  acid — 
nor  of  arnica,  either — to  the  womb  or  vagina. 

Dr.  de  Cailhol. — Carbolic  acid  checks  fermentation.  I 
have  put  the  crude  preparation  into  paste,  and  it  would 
never  mould  or  sour."  Common  carbolic  acid  is  verv  imta- 
ting  to  the  tissues,  but  the  phenic  acid,  prepared  according  to 
D^clat's  plan,  is  not.  Before  I  had  his  preparation  I  treated 
with  great  benefit  a  case  of  diabetes  with  the  common  arti- 
cle. With  *'  nascent  phenic  acid  "  I  cured  a  case  of  flatu- 
lent dyspepsia  which  creosote  failed  to  affect.  To  these  men 
who  are  skeptical  in  regard  to  Declat's  method,  I  say  try  it 
in  some  cases  of  zvmotic  'diseases  which  vou  know  to  be  help- 
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less  under  the  old  modes  of  treatment.  If^I  was  one  of 
these  patients  myself  I  should  be  glad  to  be  cured  by  any 
method,  reasonable  or  unreasonable. 

Dr.  Edmonds. — I  have  no  doubt  but  what  the  carbolic 
preparations  have  therapeutic  power,  but  I  do  not  believe 
that  they  can  be  made  to  destroy  living  organisms  within  the 
living  human  tissues,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  any  one  has 
proof  that  they  do.  Their  mode  of  action  is  purely  specu- 
lative. 

Dr.  Kent. — ^We  know  that  many  agents  have  each  a  thera- 
peutic range,  and  carbolic  acid  is  not  likely  to  be  an  excep- 
tion. What  its  range  is  will  soon  be  found  out.  Sulphur 
kills  the  itch  insect,  but  is  harmless  to  some  other  parasites  ; 
suntonine  kills  the  round  worm,  but  does  not  affect  a  tape- 
worm ;  and  from  analogy  it  would  seem  to  be  expecting  too 
much  of  carbolic  acid  to  suppose  that  it  will  destroy  all  kinds 
of  minute  organisms  because  it  has  been  found  to  destroy 
some  when  used  under  suitable  conditions.  Furtheimore, 
that  some  patient*  have  recovered  from  consumption  under 
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Declat's  method,  does  not  prove  that  phenic  acid  killed  the 
bacilli,  nor  even  that  it  cured  the  disease  therapeutically. 
Cicatrices  and  encased  tubercles  found  in  post  mortem  ex- 
aminations show  that  a  large  number  of  consumptive  pa- 
tients recover.  Dr.  Richardson  thinks  that  the  dry  rarified 
air  out  west  kills  the  bacilli  producing  consumption.  I  have 
known  very  moist  air  at  the  sea  level  in  Florida  to  cure  con- 
sumptives, too.     How^  do  the  two  doctrines  agree? 

Dr.  Richardson. — You  can  smother  a' fire  or  drown  it. 

Dr.  de  Cailhol. — Every  country  has  its  localities  that  have 
a  reputation  for  curing  consumption.  Some  doctors  have  a 
reputation  for  never  losing  a  case.  One  of  my  old  teachers 
in  Paris  was  of  that  kind.  He  had  a  great  reputation  and 
charged  enormous  fees.  The  secret  of  his  never  losing  a 
consumptive  patient  was  that  he  sent  them  all  off  to  a  coun- 
try resort  to  die  on  his  colleague's  hands. 

Dr.  Morgan .y— Because  I  have  taken  the  ground  I  have,  I 
do  not  wish  to  be  understood  to  announce  myself  as  not 
open  to  conviction  upon  this  or  any  other  question.  I  have 
done  it  with  the  two-fold  purpose  of  drawing  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  at  the  same  time  giving  reasons  why  too 
much  should  not  be  expected  from  it.  That  the  introduc- 
tion into  the  human  system  of  considerable  quantities  of 
phenic  acid  will  produce  some  effect,  and  that  that  effect 
will  be  curative  of  some  complaints,  is  not  to  be  denied  ;  but 
that  phenic  acid  or  any  other  agent  is  the  chemical  or  even 
therapeutic  specific  for  all  diseases  that  are  considered 
zymotic,  is  a  presumption  that  has  not  been,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  cannot  be  substantiated.  According  to  Koch,  a 
one  per  cent,  solution  of  carbolic  acid  will  destroy  the  bacilli 
of  tuberculosis,  but  the  nest  cells,  which,  I  take  it,  are  the 
germs  from  which  the  bacilli  are  developed,  resist  a  five  per 
cent,  solution.  The  100  minims  injected  by  Dr.  de  Cailhol, 
evenly  distributed  throughout  the  tissues,  would  make  some- 
thing like  the  4x  attenuation,  and  ^ven  that  small   quantity 
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is  very  speedily  eliminated  from  the  system.  According  to 
Koch,  the  nest  cells  of  tubercle  bacilli  would  not  be  killed  if 
one  gallon  of  phenic  acid  were  continually  kept  in  the  circu- 
lation,  for  it  would  take  about  that  quantity  to  form  five  per 
cent,  of  the  adult  human  body.  I  think  Dedat  and  his  fol- 
lowers are  over  zealous  in  their  attempts  to  make  facts  con- 
form to  a  previously  formulated  hypothesis.  Listerism  is 
the  most  rational  form  of  antiseptic  treatment,  and  that  is 
terribly  on  the  wane  in  popular  estimation.  Human  vitality 
is  the  only  power  that  can  resist  and  overcome  the  myriad 
enemies  that  beset  it  from  the  beginning  of  its  existence. 
We  can  strengthen  and  build  it  up  by  hygienic  measures,  and 
excite  it  to  action  in  special  directions  by  therapeutic  agents, 
hut  .if  we  succeed  in  getting  any  agent  in  between  the  soul 
and  body  to  destroy  what  has  mo^e  resistance  than  the  tissues 
themselves,  I  am  pretty  confident  that  soul  afid  body  will 
never  come  together  again. 

To  sum  up :  I  believe  in  modified  Listerism.  I  believe 
an  external  parasite  may  be  killed  by  local  applications.  I 
believe  that  fermentation  and  entozoa  within  the  alimentary 
canal  may  be  destroyed  ;  but  I  on  not  believe  that  the  tissues 
of  the  living  body  can  be  saturated  with  any  preparation 
that  will  destroy  parasites  inhabiting  them.  Whatever  cur- 
ative results  have  come  from  supposed  attempts  of  this  kind 
have  been  purely  therapeutic,  and  I  venture  to  predict  that 
in  five  years  phenic  acid  will  be  insignificant  in  comparison 
with  morphine,  as  an  agent  for  subcutaneous  injection. 

W.  B.  Morgan,  Secretary. 


THE  MICROCOCCUS  CRAZE. 


A  California  physician  who  discovered  a  new  disease, 
love-madness,  has  been  experimenting  with  the  persons 
afflicted  therewith,  and  has  produced  the  *'  love-parisite," 
or  bacillus  micrococcus.     This  he  cultivates  up  to  the  twen- 
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tieth^generaiiou^^ndQ^i^th  the  parasites  of  that  geaeration 
he  inociiIafc<3^a.jQiua£ej?-'t5T  subjects.  The  iiioculatioa  was 
invariably  successful,  symptoms  of  the  disease  appearing  in 
a  very  short  time  after  the  operation.  A  bachelor  aged  fifty, 
on  the  first  day  after  inoculation,  had  his  whiskers  dyed,  or- 
dered a  suit  of  new  clothes  and  a  set  of  false  teeth,  bought 
a  top  buggy,  a  bottle  of  hair  restorer,  a  diamond  ring  and  a 
guitar,  and  began  reading  Byron's  poems.  The  inoculation 
produced  symptoms  of  the  same  nature  in  a  young  lady  of 
forty-five.  She  spent  five  dollars  at  a  drug  store  for  cos- 
metic, bought  a  lot  of  new  hair  and  a  croquet  set,  sang 
"  Empty  is  the  Cradle,"  sent  out  invitations  for  aparty,  and 
complained  that  the  Chico  young  men  do  not  go  into  society. 
An  inoculated  youth  of  seventeen,  employed  in  a  country 
store,  did  up  a  gallon  of  molasses  in  a  paper  bag,  and  also, 
in  a  fit  of  absent-mindedness,  put  the  cat  in  the  butter-tub, 
and  threw  some  fresh  butter  out  of  the  window.  Finally, 
he  sat  in  a  basket  of  eggs  while  looking  at  the  photograph 
of  a  pretty  girl,  and  was  discharged  for  his  carelessness. 
The  Chico  doctor  is  still  experimenting,  and  will  soon  lay 
the  results  of  his  observations  before  the  world. — 


A  SIMPLE  SOLUTION  OF  THE  MYSTERY  OF  TUBER- 
CLES, AND  OTHER  IMPORTANT  QUESTIONS. 


BY  ROLLIN  R.  GREGG,  M.  D.,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


Nature  is  ever  simple  in  what  she  does,  as  we  find  when 
we  learn  her  methods ;  and  she  is  even  more  simple,  if  pos- 
sible, in  her  morbid,  than  in  her  healthy  growths.  To  show 
that  this  is  the  case,  even  with  that  hitherto  greatest  mys- 
tery in  disease,  namely,  the  growth  of  tubercles,  the  accom- 
panying illustrations  are  given,  and  supplemented  by  the 
following  explanation. 

The  primary  cells,  or  the  so-called  tubercular  corpuscles, 
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of  which  all  tubercles  are  constituted,  are  diseased  blood- 
corpuscles,  or  blood-corpuscles  changed  into  tubercular  cor- 
puscles by  disease,  as  the  illustrations  indicate,  and  as  will 
more  fully  appear  as  we  proceed.  But  before  we  can  fully 
comprehend  all  the  steps  in  this  change,  we  must  first  under- 
stand more  about  blood-corpuscles,  the  process  of  their 
making,  and  their  intimate  structure ;  and  also  something 
of  their  demeanor  under  other  and  various  circumstances, 
which  we  will  now  proceed  to  consider. 

To  begin  with,  then,  I  will  assert  that  all  red  blood-corpus 

cles  are  made  of  chyle-corpuscles.  That  is  to  say,  the  blood- 
corpuscles  are  made  in,  or  by,  the  mesenteric  ghmds,  from 

the  albumen,  fatty  mattei-s,  salts,  etc.,  in  the  chyle,  that  is 
carried  to  those  glands  by  the  lacteals,  from  the  small  intes- 
tines, as  digestion  progresses.  This  is  their  formative  stage, 
and  in  that  stage  they  are  without  color,  and  are  then  called 
chyle-corpuscles. 

The  illustrations,  as  will  be  seen,  begin  with  a  group  of 
chyle  granules,  as  first  made,  and  follow  them  on  through 
their  more  conspicuous  stages  of  development,  as,  becom- 
ing more  compact  to  receive  their  cell-wall,  then,  after  re- 
ceiving their  cell-wall  and  becoming  a  chyle-coi-puscle,  next 
the  chyle-corpuscle  losing  its  granular  appearance,  then  re- 
ceiving color  to  become  a  red  blood-corpuscle,  and,  finally, 
as  a  fully  developed  arterial  or  venous  blood-corpuscle. 

As  stated,  these  corpuscles  are  colorless  when  first  made, 
but  after  passing  from  the  mesenteric  glands  through  the 
large  lacteal  trunks,  to  the  thoracic  duct,  they  begin  to  re- 
ceive color,  and  also  to  flatten  upon  opposite  sides  from  the 
globular  form  to  more  or  less  of  the  disc-shape,  and  are  then 
called,  or  we  then  first  begin  to  call  them,  blood-corpuscles  ; 
which  are  perfected  as  they  pass  on  through  the  thoracic 
duct  into  the  left  subclavian  vein  and  general  circulation. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  chyle-corpuscles  are  but  the 
formative  stage  of  red  blood-corpuscles  ;  and,  according  to 
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what  seem  to  be  the  most  reliable  calculations  that  can  be 
entered  upon,  more  than  five  hundred  millions  of  them  are 
made,  on  an  average,  during  every  minute  of  adult  healthy 
life.  Being  made  so  rapidly  and  in  such  enormous  numbers, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  manufacturing  organs  must  be  in 
immediate  and  direct  connection  with  an  unfailing  source  of 
supply  of  fresh  material  out  of  which  they  are  made ;  and 
if'  BO,  what  more  natural  arrangement  than  that  they  be 
made  in  and  ]>y  the  mesenteric  glands  from  the  pure  and 
fresh  chyle  brought  to  them  directly  and  rapidly  by  four 
millions  of  lacteal  vessels?  Instead  of  their  being  made  by 
the  liver  out  of  stale  and  impure  venous  blood  returned  to 
it  from  the  abdominal  organs  and  the  lower  extremities,  as 
some  have  taught;  or  by  the  spleen,  from  its  indirect  and 
deficient  source  of  supply  of  the  proper  materials,  as 
others  teach. 

To  judge  properly  on  this  point  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  derangement  to  health  would  be  great,  and  death 
speedy  to  all,  if  the  blood  corpuscles  were  not  made  with 
great  rapidity,  and  in  sufficient  numbers  for  the  inexorable 
demands  of  life  upon  them,  to  free  the  system  of  the  rapidly 
accumulating  effete  carbonic  acid  gas,  and  to  supply  oxygen 
freely  to  all  organs  and  parts.     Therefore,  I  repeat,  the 

supply  of  material  for  their  manufacture  must  be  the  most 

» 

direct  and  certain  of  all  nature's  provisions  in  nutrition. 
And  what  so  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  as  the  machinery 
pointed  out? 

It  is  one  of  the  functions  of  the  spleen  and  liver  to  decol- 
orize the  old  and  worn  out  blood-corpuscles  and  otherwiBe 
prepare  them  for  excretion,  but  not  to  make  new  ones. 

Then,  as  all  blood-corpuscles  have  a  definite. period  of 
existence  of  but  a  few  weeks  assigned  them,  when  they 
die  of  old  age  and  must  be  removed  from  the  circulation  to 
avoid  putridity,  and  to  give  place  to  those  which  are  being 
so  constantly  and  rapidly  made  ;  and  it  is  clear  that  ample 
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ways  and  means  must  have  been  provided  for  the  excretion 
of  the  debris  of  their  disintegration  at  the  end  of  their 
natural  life,  and  that  only ;  it  is  equally  certain  that  when 
desease  destroys  them  faster  than  they  would  die  a  natural 
death  from  old  age;  or,  when,  from  any  cause,  they  are 
brought  into  excess  in' the  blood  ;  or  when  disease  interferes 
>vith  the  excreting  organs,  so  that  the  corpuscles,  or  their 
debris,  cannot  be  cast  out  as  fast  as  it  should  be  ;  then  it  is 
certahi,  I  repeat,  that  acute  or  chronic  congestions  must  be 
produced  by  them,  which  are  always  more  or  less  danger- 
ous to  life. 

And  this  brings  us  to  consider  one  of  the  strange  and  un- 
accountable oversights  in  pathology,  namely,  that  not  the 
slightest  attention  has  ever  hitherto  been  given,  or  investi- 
gation entered  upon,  by  the  profession,  to  see  what  becomes 
of  the  red  blood  corpuscles  when  they  are  killed  prematurely 
by  disease  ;  or  when  they  are  brought  into  a  relative  excess 
to  the  other  constituents  in  the  blood,  as  they  frequently 
are  ;  or  when  disease  assails  or  interferes  with  the  excreting 
organs  so  that  their  debris  cannot  be  cast  out  of  the  system , 
or  circulation,  as  rapidly  as  they  are  brought  to  old  age,  and 
die  a  natural  death.  Of  course,  if  the  blood-corpuscles  are 
made  as  rapidly  as  stated,  or  not  more  than  half  or  quarter 
so  rapidly,  they  must  die  of  age  in  the  same  ratio  of  rapid- 
ity as  made,  and  be  disintegrated  and  excreted  as  fast  as 
they  die  from  that  or  other  causes,  else  great  danger  might 
and  does  frequently  arise  to  any  organ  in  which  they  may* 
become  congested. 

It  is,  therefore,  to  show  what  disposition  is  made  of  the 
blood-globules,  under  the  morbid  conditions  named,  that  the 
illustrations  are  given ;  but  we  must  first  understand  more 
fully  than  some  do,  how  they  are  disposed  of  in  health,  when 
they  reach  the  end  of  their  usefulness,  and  can  no  longer 
serve  the  purposes  of  life,  or  of  their  creation. 

In  health,  the  red  blood-corpuscles  are  all  first  decolorized 
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as  fast  as  they  die  of  old  age,  then  disintegrated,  or  broken 
down,  into  the  granules  that  they  started  out  In  life  with  as 
chyle-granules,  and  then  their  refuse,  or  debris,  that  is, 
these  granules  are  excreted  through  the  bowels  as  natural 
f»cal  matter ;  while  the  haematin  that  is  dissolved  out  of 
them  in  the  process  of  decoloration  i  is  excreted  in  part 
through  tte  kidneys,  thus  giving  the  natural  color  to  the 
urine,  in  part  through  the  bowels,  giving  normal  color  to 
the  f  eeces,  and  it  also  furnishes  the  coloring  matter  of  the  bile. 

It  must  be  born  in  mind,  also,  in  this  connection,  and  with 
reference  to  what  is  to  follow,  that  the  blood-globules  break 
down  after  their  death,  in  the  exact  inverse  order  of  their 
original  construction ;  being  first  decolorized  to  show  noth- 
ing but  a  mass  of  granules,  with  a  cell  wall  holding  them 
together,  like  chyle-corpuscles  ;  then  having  their  cell-walls 
dissolved  away,  and  liberating  their  included  granules,  but 
leaving  them  at  first  more  or  less  in  a  mass  like  a  mass 
of  chyle-granules,  which  are  then  carried  along  to  and  ex- 
creted through  the  bowels  as  so  much  refuse  matter. 

WHITE   BLOOD-CORPUSCLES. 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  the  white,  or  color- 
less, blood-corpuscles  of  health — ^for  there  are  healthy  and 
unhealthy  colorless  blood-globules. 

The  white  blood-globules  of  health,  there  are  many  rea- 
sons for  believing,  are  nothing  more  nor  less  than  red  blood- 
corpuscles,  dead  of  old  age,  then  decolorized  by  the  liver 
and  spleen,  ready  to  be  disintegrated  and  cast  off  through 
the  bowels — ^they  being  found  in  much  greater  numbers, 
or  in  much  greater  proportion  to  the  red  corpuscles,  in 
the  splenic  and  hepatic  veins,  than  elsewhere  in  the  system, 
and  no  doubt  preparatory  to  their  excretion  as  refuse  ;  while 
a  few  of  them  stray  off  into  the  general  circulation,  or,  per- 
haps, keep  on  going  the  rounds  in  this  until  they  are  there 
decolorized .  But  be  they  what  they  may ,  from  this  on  through 
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the  balance  of  the  illustrations  our  course  is  clear  and  steps 
certain.  And  it  should  be  understood  that  up  to  this  point 
we  have  been  dealing  solely  with  healthy  corpuscles,  or 
those  of  healthy  life  ;  while  from  this  out  our  concern  will 
be  as  exclusively  with  unhealthy  corpuscles,  or  those  of  dis- 
eased life.     For  instance : 

ALL  LEUCOCYTES, 

so-called,  or  the  colorless  blood-corpuscles  of  disease,  are 
red  blood-corpuscles  which  have  been  decolorized  prema- 
turely (that  is,  before  the  time  for  their  natural  death  and 
decolorization  from  old  age),  by  circulating  in  a  too  watery 
serum,  precisely  as  every  other  organic  structure  of  color 
is  faded  or  deprived  of  more  or  less  of  its  color  and  finally 
dies  prematurely,  when  compelled  to  live  in  a  too  watery 
medium. 

The  law  of  endosmosis,  it  must  be  bom  in  mind,  is  the 
absolutely  govering  law,  or  force,  under  all  such  circum- 
stances. That  is,  when,  through  disease,  the  serum  is  made 
too  watery,  as  often  happens,  and  especially  if  much  too 
watery,  then  all  or  many  of  the  red  blood-corpuscles  pass 
middle  life,  and  those  in  middle  life  or  younger,  but  of 
weak  organization,  absorb  water  from  the  too  watery  serum, 
are  thereby  distended  from  discs  to  globules,  have  their 
baematin  dissolved  out  of  them,  which,  of  course,  leaves 
them  colorless ;  and  if  the  serum  is  very  watery,  as  in  leu- 
ksemia,  many  of  them  are  made  perfectly  transparent  there- 
by, and  many  others  ruptured  by  over-distension  and  thus 
wholly  destroyed. 

Remember,  that  it  is  a  law  of  nature  that  does  all  this, 
and  there  is  no  possible  escape  from  the  mandates  of  the 
law  under  these  circumstances  ;  hence  we  can  rely  upon  the 
facts  being  as  claimed,  with  as  absolute  certainty  as  upon 
the  best  established  fact  in  science. 

The  middle-aged  and  all  young  blood-globules  of  strong 
organization,  resist,   for  a  time,  what  has  destroyed   their 
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weaker  comrades,  and  are  held  to  perform  the  fmictions  the 
red-globules  were  created  to  perform,  and  without  which  the 
patient  would  speedly  die  ;  until  they  too,  these  stronger  cor- 
puscles, are  more  weakened  by  age,  and  then  destroyed. 
But  if  the  serum  becomes  excessively  watery  they  are  all 
destroyed  rapidly,  or  quite  so,  and  with  them  the  life  of  the 
patient  thus  afflicted. 

PUS-CORPUSCLES . 

We  come  next  in  the  order  of  our  illustrations  to  pus- 
corpuscles.  Here,  too,  we  have  a  decolorization  of  red 
blood-globules,  but  by  a  different  process,  to  make  pus- 
corpuscles.  The  red  globules,  in  this  case,  are  first  con- 
gested in  the  capillaries  and  smallest  arteries  and  veins  of  a 
part,  then  decolorized  by  the  resulting  inflammation,  and  in 
that  way  brought  to  a  yellow  color,  or  to  pus-corpuscles  so- 
called. 

We  will  take  common  boils  to  illustrate  this  important 
fact.  These  result  from  the  smallest  blood-vessels  beneath 
the  skin,  or  in  the  superficial  muscles  of  a  part,  becoming 
greatly  congested  with  red  blood-globules.  When  the  con- 
gestion is  once  fully  established,  no  further  movement  of 
the  corpuscles  therein  takes  place,  at  least  in  all  the  central 
portions  of  the  congested  mass,  until  they  are  let  out  at  the 
end  of  suppuration  as  pus-corpuscles. 

Lance  the  boil  at  any  time  before  suppuration  has  com- 
menced, and  nothing  but  red  blood-globules  and  a  little 
serum  is  obtained  as  a  discharge  therefrom.  Lance  it  at  the 
close  of  completed  suppuration,  and  what  do  we  then  get? 
Nothing  but  pus-corpuscles  and  a  little  serum,  besides  some 
natural  cells  from  the  dissolved  tissues.  What,  then,  has 
taken  place  to  cause  the  change  ?  Why,  nothing  but  a  dis- 
colorization  by  inflammation  of  the  red  corpuscles  congested 
there,  and  through  which  they  are  changed  into  pus-cor- 
puscles. 
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Every  pathologist  knows  that  there  are  no  movements  in 
the  red  blood-globules  of  an  inflamed  part  after  congestion 
is  once  fully  established  therein,  until  resolution,  or  suppura- 
tion, removes  them  ;  hence^  in  the  case  of  suppuration,  there 
is  no  other  possible  scientific  explanation  of  the  result,  ex- 
cepting that  the  red  corpuscles  are  decolorized  and  thus 
changed  into  pus-corpuscles  by  the  inflammation.  This  does 
fully  explain  the  matter,  and  furnishes  another  of  the 
strangest  oversights  in  pathology,  viz  :  that  this  only  true 
explanation  of  the  suppurative  process  was  not  seen  as  soon 
as  the  microscope  revealed  the  existence  of  pus-corpuscles 
in  the  discharges  from  all  abscesses.  Of  course,  the  process 
of  the  formation  of  pus-corpuscles  is  precisely  the  same  in 
all  acute  and  chronic  abscesses,  not  tubercular,  whether  in- 
ternal or  external,  and  in  all  ulcerations,  whether  deep  or 
superficial,  as  it  is  in  boils. 

The  next  step  with  the  pus-corpuscle,  if  it  shrivel  from 
partially  drying  under  the  heat  of  the  inflammation,  or  from 
other  causes,  is  that  it  then  becomes  granular  in  appearance, 
and  exhibits  the  identical  srranules  that  it  started  in  life  with 
as  a  chyle-corpuscle,  just  after  receiving  its  cell-wall ;  only  of 
a  more  yellow  color,  from  having  had  hsematin  developed  in 
it,  and  this  not  being  fully  dissolved  out,  as  is  done  with  many 
or  most  leucocytes.  Or,  if  its  cell-wall  is  ruptured  under 
suppuration  and  its  granules  thereby  released,  these  flow  out 
in  a  less  compact  mass,  much  as  they  were  as  chyle-granules 
just  after  first  made,  and  before  receiving  the  cell-wall,  but 
now  they  are  dead  and  disorganizing  bodies,  instead  of  liv- 
ing and  progressively  organizing  structures  for  higher  pur- 
poses, as  in  the  first  instance. 

Here,  too,  we  have  a  breaking  down  of  the  corpuscles  in 
a  manner  similar  to  their  disintegration  after  their  death  of 
old  age,  in  health ;  for  it  is  a  law  of  all  organic  bodies  to 
disintegrate,  or  break  down,  under  various  processes,  into 
their  primitive  elements,  vvhen  undergoing  dissolution,  in  the 
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inverse  order  of  their  original  construction.  Hence  the  red 
blood-globules,  when  changed  to  leucocytes,  or  pus-corpus- 
cles, are  first  distended  from  the  disc  to  the  globular  form, 
then  lose  their  color  in  further  retrograde  metamorphosis, 
then  show  their  granular  structure,  then  the  cell-wall  is  rup- 
tured and  the  included  granules  liberated  in  clusters,  pre- 
cisely as  they  were  originally  as  chyle  granules,  only  now 
dead  instead  of  living  bodies,  as  just  stated.  All  this,  too, 
shows  why  leucocytes  and  pus-corpuscles  are  globular, 
instead  of  disc-shaped  like  the  red  blood-globules,  if  any 
question  should  be  raised  on  that  point. 

TUBERCULAR  CORPUSCLES,  AND  HOW  MADE. 

Next,  and  finally,  in  the  order  of  our  illustrations,  come 
the  tubeicular  corpuscles  and  their  explanation.  They,  too, 
as  all  the  facts  and  philosophy  bearing  upon  them  show 
(  when  properly  collated  and  examined),  are  nothing  more  nor 
less,  in  any  case,  than  red  blood-corpuscles,  decolorized  by 
chronic  or  sub-acute  disease  ;  and  through  this  and  subsequent 
shriveling,  changed  into  what  have  been  so  long  mis-named 
tubercular  corpuscles.  If  this  be  true,  the  important  ques- 
tion next  arises  :  How  is  it  all  brought  about,  and  why  are 
they  different  from  pus-corpuscles  and  leucocytes?  Let 
us  see. 

All,  even  the  laity,  know  that  the  blood  of  the  consump- 
tive is  *'poor"  and  '*thin," — ^that  is,  too  watery.  This  is 
patent  to  the  most  casual  observation,  and  it  is  a  scientific 
fact  as  well.  We  will,  therefore,  enter  upon  a  little  further 
inquiry  to  see  what  must  be  some  of  the  effects  of  this  too 
watery  serum  upon  the  blood-corpuscles,  and  why  different 
from  leukaemia ;  also  to  see  if  we  do  not  find  some  of  the 
most  important  facts  in  this  direction,  to  be  found  in  patho- 
logy, upon  which  to  base  a  true  science  of  tubercles. 

In  every  department  of  healthy  nature  means  are  exactly 
adapted  to  ends,  and  all  associated  things  to  each  other  and 
to  their  environment.     This  exact,  or  nearly  exact,  ndapta- 
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tion  is  what  ensures  health  to  all  living  things,  and  nothing 
else  does.  The  salt-water  fish,  for  instance,  is  made  to  live 
in  salt  water,  and  die  if  compelled  to  remain  long  in  fresh 
water.  Why?  Because  the  latter  is  too  dilute  a  medium  for 
the  nature  of  that  fish  to  exist  in.  Here,  too  that  impor- 
tant law  of  nature,  viz.,  endosmosis,  governs  and  compels 
the  result,  and  there  is  no  possible  escape  in  any  case 
from  its  mandates,  when  violated.  The  fish  is  constructed 
to  live  in  a  medium  of  a  fixed  or  nearly  fixed  density  ;  but 
if  it  be  placed  in  a  medium  of  less  density,  that  is,  too 
watery,  or  which  contains  less  than  the  normal  quantity 
of  salt  required  by  its  nature,  then  successive  portions  of 
water  are  absorbed  into  its  body,  which  bloat  it  and  render 
it  dropsical,  take  away  more  or  less  of  its  color,  and  finally 
its  life. 

Well,  our  blood-corpuscles  are  also  constructed  to  live  in 
a  medium,  healthy  serum,  of  a  fixed,  or  nearly  fixed,  den- 
sity. Very  probably  moderate  deviations  either  way,  for  a 
few  hours,  or  possibly  for  a  few  days,  may  be  tolerated  by 
the  corpuscles,  as  the  salt-water  fish  might  live  a  few  days 
in  water  somewhat  less  salt  than  natural,  without  serious  in- 
jury. But,  when  the  blood  becomes  much  too  watery  and 
continues  so,  as  with  all  consumptives,  and  their  blood- 
globules  are  thus  compelled  to  live  continuously  in  this  too 
watery  medium,  very  similar  results  are  wrought  upon  them 
as  upon  the  salt-water  fish  living  continuously  in  water  which 
does  not  contain  sufficient  saline  ingredients. 

This  is  to  say,  many,  or  all  (accoi^ing  to  the  degree  of 
dilution  of  the  serum),  of  the  older  and  weaker  corpuscles, 
and  also  many  of  the  middle-aged  and  young  globules  as 
well,  not  possessed  of  marked  vigor  of  life,  begin  at  once, 
or  soon,  to  absorb  portions  of  water  from  this  dilute  serum, 
which  distend  them  gradually  at  the  sides,  from  the  disc 
to  the  full  globular  form,  and  dissolve  their  hsematin  out  of 
them,  thus  bringing  them  directly  back  to  the  appearance  of 
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white  blood,  or  chyle-corpuscles. 

By  this  process,  too,  the  globules  are  made  viscid,  or 
sticky  upon  their  surface,  so  that  when  they  reach  the  capil- 
laries in  their  onward  circulation,  the  smaller  or  smallest  of 
these  vessels  that  will  admit  them,  in  any  organ,  will  not 
allow  such  changed  corpuscles  (being  now  of  full  globular 
form  and  sticky)  to  pass  on  through  them,  but  they  stop 
them,  and  are  blocked  up  by  them.  Then  the  force  of  the  cir- 
culation from  behind  drives  other  corpuscles  (both  those 
not  decolorized  as  well  as  those  that  are,  and  generally  many 
more  of  the  former  than  of  the  latter,  in  the  earlier  stages 
of  the  disease),  into  all  such  obstructed  capillaries,  where 
they  remain  permanently  congested.  The  walls  of  each  and 
every  capillary  so  congested  are  then  gradually  distended  by 
the  congestion,  (and  under  the  continued  pressure  from 
behind),  from  a  vessel  of  parallel  sides  and  uniformity  of 
size  throughout  its  whole  length,  as  are  all  capillaries  in 
health,  into  a  bulging  or  protuberant  sac,  which  is  filled  at 
first  partly  with  decolorized  and  partly  with  colored  blood- 
corpuscles  under  the  congestive  action  described — but  with 
many  more  of  the  latter  in  the  leary  stages  of  consump- 
tion, and  more  with  the  former  in  its  last  stage,  when  the 
biood  becomes  very  watery,  and  a  much  larger  proportion 
of  its  corpuscles  are  rapidly  decolorized.  But  all  the  col- 
ored corpuscles  thus  stopped  and  held  in  congested  capillaries 
are  also  decolorized  soon,  or  finally,  by  the  dilute  serum  per- 
colating among  and  through  them,  or  by  the  inflammation 
they  excite,  as  effectijally  as  were  the  others  before  being 
consjested  therein. 

The  blood-corpuscles  cannot  escape  these  consequences 
upon  them  when  compelled  to  live  in  a  too  watery  serum,* 

*If  the  reader  should  suppose  from  what  precedes  that  leukasmia 
should  furnish  the  most  conspicuous  examples  of  tuberculosis,  he  has  only 
to  remember  that,  In  leukeemia,  the  blood  is  so  very  watery  and  the  capil- 
laries are  all  so  relaxed  by  it,  that  the  corpuscles  are  washed  on  through 
them ;  or  if  they  do  lodge  therein,  they  are  then  destroyed  in  situ,  by  this 
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as  they  are  in  every  consumptive's  blood,  any  more  than  we 
could  escape  bloating  and  losing  color  if  compelled  to  live  in 
a  continual  fog,  or  in  very  damp  cellars  ;  or  any  more  than 
the  salt-water  fish  could  escape  similar  results  if  kept  in 
freah  or  nearly  fresh  water. 

The  protuberant  sac  named,  or  the  congested  capillary  of 
decolorized  corpuscles,  then  becomes  the  nucleus  of  a  tuber- 
cle. This  is  'to  say,  the  distension  of  the  one,  or  of  the 
several  contiguous  capillaries,  presses  upon  all  surrounding 
and  adjoining  capillaries  to  the  extent  of  obstructing  them 
and  preventing  the  free  passage  of  corpuscles  through  them, 
when  they  also  congested  with  both  colored  and  decolorized 
blood-globules — the  former  being  all  finally  decolorized  as 
already  described — ^and  thus  the  mass  becomes  gradually 
developed  into  tubercle,  which  grows  from  the  first  one  or 
few  of  them  obstructed,  as  a  centre,  or  focus,  outwardly 
from  capillar)^  to  capillrry,  to  any  known  size  that  tubercles 
ever  attained. 

These  knots  of  congestied  capillaries  holding  decolorized 
blood-corpuscles,  are  the  "knots,"  «'foci,"  or  *' tubercle 
granules"  of  Virchow,  which  he  says  "never  attained  any 
considerable  size,"  as,  of  course,  they  individually  could 
not,  beyond  the  distension  of  each  capillary's  walls  into  a 
protuberant  sac,  as  described*;  and  which  he  wrongly  says 
are  nests  of  proliferated  connective  tissue  cells,  though  how 
such  proliferation  is  brought  about  he  entirely  f;fcils  to  give  a 
satisfactory  account. 

He  further  says ;  "  You  will  generally  find  the  tubercles 
in  the  brain  described  as  being  solitary,  but  they  are   not 

very  dilute  serum  percolating  through  them  and  dissolving  away  or  burst- 
ing their  cell-walls,  when  their  gaanules  are  liberated,  washed  on,  and 
finally  excreted  as  refuse.  Besides,  the  corpuscles  are  much  more  rapidly 
distended  to  bursting,  and  thus  destroyed,  while  yet  circulating,  in  leuksB- 
mia,  than  they  are  in  the  less  watery  serum  of  the  consumptive,  excepting, 
perhaps,  in  the  very  last  stages  of  the  latter  disease,  when  the  serum  be- 
comes excessively  watery. 
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simple  bodies  ;  every  such  mass  (tuber)  which  is  as  large  as 
an  apple,  or  even  not  larger  than  a  walnut,  contains  many 
thousands  of  tubercles  ;  it  is  quite  a  nest  of  them  which  en- 
larges, not  by  the  growth  of  the  original  focus  (granule), 
but  rather  by  the  continual  formation  and  adjunction  of  new 
foci  (granules),  at  its  circumference;"  which  is  precisely  the 
way,  and  the  only  way,  tubercles  can  grow,  being,  as  they  are, 
an  aggregation  of  great  numbers  of  contagious  capillaries 
filled  with  decolorized  blood  globules. 

While  thus  forming,  fibrin  is  poured  out  through  the 
capillary  walls  into  the  interstitial  spaces  between  them,  from 
the  excess  of  it  in  the  blood  in  all  such  cases,  where  it,  the 
fibrin,  organizes  and  makes  the  firm  and  partially  fibrous 
mass  that  slowly-organizing  tubercles  generally  are  in  their 
first  stage,  or  before  the  changes  that  lead  to  their  soft-ening- 

Wheu  inflammation  is  aroused  by  the  tubercle,  and  goes 
on  to  suppuration,  then — ^that  is,  during  the  inflammatory 
period — ^a  portion  of  this  excess  of  fibrin  in  the  blood  is 
poured  out  all  around  the  tubercular  mass,  where  it  organ- 
izes into  the  firm  and  dense  fibrinous  wall  that  outlines  everv 
tubercular  abscess,  or  cavity ;  and  which  separates  the  tu- 
bercle from  the  surrounding  healthy  tisue,  and  confines  its 
suppurative  and  destructive  processes  to  itself  and  the  im- 
mediate tissues  in  which  imbeded.  But  for  this  wise  pro- 
vision a  small  tubercle  in  the  apex  of  either  lung,  for 
instance,  might,  and  often,  if  not  always,  would,  rapidly  de- 
stroy that  entire  lung,  by  the  more  fluid  portion  of  its  pois- 
onous pus  percolating  down  through  the  interstices  to  all 
parts  of  the  lung,  carrying  inflammation,  suppuration  and 
destruction  everywhere  in  its  course. 

Sometimes  tubercles  grow  rapidly,  as  we  see  in  acute  tu- 
berculosis, but  generally  they  are  of  slow  growth,  gradually 
extending  outwardly  from  capillary  to  capillary  as  delineated. 
This  affords  time  for  the  corpuscles  to  give  up  to  the  sur- 
rounding tissues  the  water  that  has  distended  and  decolorized 
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them,  and  especially  under  the  heat  of  the  inflammation 
they  finally  excite,  when  they  shrivel  into  the  <*  angular," 
**  jagged,"  «*  elongated,"  and  other  distorted  shapes  that 
tubercular  corpuscles  are  found  in,  and  which  both  shrivel- 
ing and  the  pressure  of  the  gathering  mass  contribute  to 
bring  about 

The  drying  down  of  the  corpuscles,  and  the  absorption  of 
the  capillary  walls  and  tissues  between,  under  the  pressure, 
are  what  lead  to  the  tubercle  becoming  "cheesy";  and 
generally  the  older  the  tubercle,  or  the  longer  it  is  growing, 
other  things  being  equal,  the  more  cheesy  it  becomes  ;  unless 
indeed,  it  is  so  slow  in  its  growth,  as  sometimes  happens, 
that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  constituent  elements  of  the  cor- 
puscles are  absorbed,  leaving  the  fibrin  of  the  mass  organ- 
ized and  occupying  the  space,  as  a  harmless  fibroma.  Or, 
again,  the  distinctively  organic,  or  animal,  elements  of  the 
corpuscles  are  sometimes  all  absorbed  when  *<  cretification  " 
of  the  tubercle  is  the  result ;  that  is,  the  inorganic  elements 
or  salts  of  the  corpuscles  are  left  as  a  chalky  deposit  and 
remnant  of  the  tubercle. 

When  the  tubercle,  on  the  contrary,  excites  inflammation 
and  suppuration,  as  is  almost  always  the  case,  all  the  tissues 
between  the  capillaries,  and  their  walls  as  well,  are  broken 
down,  the  corpuscles  flow  together,  in  mass,  and  then  slough 
their  way  through  into  some  natural  passage  like  the  bronchi, 
if  in  the  lungs,  when  they  are  coughed  up  and  thus  secure 
their  exit  from  the  body.  But  for  the  diseased  conditions 
behind,  or  the  active  continuance  of  the  causes  thereof,  that 
go  right  on  organizing  more  and  more  tubercles  to  deistroy 
more  and  more  of  the  lungs,  recovery  from  any  ordinarily 
large  tubercle,  or  from  several  small  ones  would  be  complete 
even  without  medication.  But  the  causes  and  process  go  on 
when  once  begun,  and  more  rapidly  the  more  tubercles  form, 
until  the  organ  or  organs  are  sufficiently  destroyed  to  take 
life,  unless  stopped  by  stopping  the  cause. 
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In  this  process,  too,  many  of  the  tubercular-corpuscles 
have  their  cell-walls  destroyed,  or  ruptured,  which  releases 
their  inclosed  and  constituent  granules  in  clusters,  and  which 
are  the  same  granules,  again,  that  the  corpuscles  started  in 
life  with  as  ohyle-corpuscles,  but  now  dead  and  undergoing 
retrograde  metamorphosis.  In  other  words,  here,  again, 
the  blood-corpuscles,  as  tubercular-corpuscles,  go  to  pieces 
under  the  softening  of  the  tubercle,  precisely  as  they  disin- 
tegrate after  their  death  of  old  age,  in  health,  and  as  they 
do  as  pus-corpuscles  under  suppuration  ;  in  this  instance  also, 
making  good  our  illustrations  and  making  this  hitherto  ter- 
ribly complicated  subject  and  gi'eatest  mystery  in  pathology, 
the  tubercle,  one  of  the  most  simple  in  all  science. 

Here  comes  up  another  important  fact.  Ever  since  the 
time  of  Laennec,  at  least,  it  has  been  well  known  that  two 
kinds  of  tubercles  afe  developed  in  all,  or  nearly  all,  cases 
of  consumption,  viz. :  the  gray  or  semi-transparent  and  the 
yellow-tubercle.     Of  the  former  Gross  says : 

,,  In  several  cases  of  chronic  inflammation  of  this  mem- 
brane,'* (peritoneum),  he  has  "  discovered  tubercles  in  every 
possible  stage  of  development,  some  of  them — evidently 
deposited  only  a  day  or  two  before  the  individuals  expired — 
being  of  a  soft,  viscid  consistence  and  perfectly  transparent 
appearance,  others  semi-concrete,  yellowish,  and  conse- 
quently more  or  less  opaqua,  and  lastly,  another  set  per- 
fectly dense  and  firm,  like  fibro-cartilage,  organized  and 
covered  by  an  accidental  serous  membrane  of  the  most  deli-u 
cate  texture." 

Now,  there  has  never  been  any  satisfactory  explanation  of 
this  difference  in  tubercles  ;  but  it  would  nevertheless  appear 
to  be  a  very  simple  matter.  The  "perfectly  transparent" 
tubercles  are  made  of  blood-corpuscles  that  have  been  first 
decolorized  to  entire  transparency  by  circulating  in  the  very 
watery  serum  of  the  last  stage  of  tuberculosis,  then  con- 
gested in  contiguous  capillaries,  bulging  these  out  at  the 
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sides  into  protuberent  sacs,  until  a  mass,'or  tuber,  is  formed 
of  perfect  transparency,  and  as  otherwise  described. 

Those  that  are  "  dense  and  firm,  likefibro-cartilage,*'  are 
such  as  have  had  a  good  deal  of  fibrin  extra vasated  (from 
its  excess  in  the  blood)  into  and  around  them,  and  there 
organized  to  make  a  firm  structure  of  the  whole  mass. 

The  semi-concrete  and  yellowish  tubercles,  in  this  case, 
were  probably  such  as  had  been  organized  some  days  or 
weeks,  or  long  enough  to  have  the  transparent  corpuscles 
give  up  by  endosmosis,  to  the  surrounding  tissues,  much  of 
the  water  that  had  decolorized  them,  when  they  would  shrivel 
and  become  yellowish. 

Whereas,  yellow  tubercles  generally,  at  least  those  of 
much  size,  are  caused  by  the  blood- corpuscles  being  con- 
gested in  a  mass  without  first  losing  their  color  and  then 
being  decolorized  by  chronic  or  sub-acute  inflammation, 
which  does  not  take  the  color  out  of  them  so  completely  as 
does  their  circulating  in  a  very  watery  serum.  Let  it  here- 
after be  remembered,  then,  that  semi-transparent  tubercles 
are  made  of  red  blood-globules  decolorized  to  entire  trans- 
parency before  their  deposit,  by  circulating  in  the  serum, 
whenever  this  becomes  very  watery  ;  while  the  yellow  tuber- 
cles are  made  of  red  corpuscles  first  congested  in  mass,  then 
decolorized  by  the  resulting  inflammation. 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  too,  and  equally  susceptible  of  the 
simplest  scientific  explanation,  that  the  various  organs  of  the 
body  are  ravaged  by  tubercles  in  almost  the  exact  ratio  of 
the  nearne  js  to  each  other  of  their  capillary  blood  vessels. 
Thus,  the  lungs  are  more  frequently  destroyed  by  tubercles 
than  any  other  organs  or  organs  of  the  human  body,  and  their 
apices  more  frequently  than  any  other  part  of  either  lung.  And 
it  is  in  their  apices  that  the  meshes  between  the  capillaries  are 
the  smallest,  consequently  the  latter  lie  the  closest  together 
there  of  any  organ  or  part  of  the  body,  excepting  the 
choroid  coat  of  the  eye.    ^While  from  the  lungs  outwardly, 
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the  frequency,  or  rather,  the  rareness  of  tubercles,  is  in 
almost  exact  proportions,  as  already  said,  to  the  distance 
between  the  capillary  vessels ;  the  farther  these  are  placed 
apart,  the  less  frequently  is  the  organ  disturbed  by  tuber- 
cles, until  we  come  to  the  bones,  which  show  the  greatest 
distance  between  their  capillaries,  and  the  least  frequency 
of  tubercles  of  any  vascular  tissue  ;  and,  finally,  to  the  car- 
tilages, which  have  no  capillaries  and  never  develop  tuber- 
cles. 

This  fact  of  no  capillaries  and  no  tubercles  in  cartilages, 
while  all  the  other  tissues  containing  capillaries  suffer  from 
tubercles,  and  in  the  ratio  of  the  profusion  of  those  vessels 
therein,  is  the  strongest  evidence  that  can  be  adduced  by  the 
direct  relation  of  capillary  blood  vessels  to  tubercles ;  and 
that  the  former  must  be  the  channel  to  carry  the  tuberculous^ 
matter,  decolorized  blood  corpuscles,  into  a  part  to  make  the 
latter.  When  the  capillaries  lie  closest  together  will  be  the 
very  parts  where  the  congestion  of  one,  or  a  few  of  them, 
will  press  upon  and  obstruct  the  free  passage  of  corpuscles 
through  the  greatest  number  of  adjoining  capillaries,  and 
these  be  the  parts  that  will  show  the  most  frequent  dessruc- 
tion  by  tubercles  ;  thus  showing  an  unmistakable  and  indis- 
putable physical  fact  at  the  foundation  of  this  question  of 
the  frequency  or  infrequency  of  the  tubercular  destruction 
of  various  organs. 

THE  CONSTITUENT  ELEMENTS  OF  TUBERCLE. 

Wood  says  of  the  tubercle  and  its  microscopic  constitu- 
tion: 

"  The  constituents,  before  the  softening  of  the  tubercle,  are  first,  a 
hyaline  formless  substance;  second,  molecules  or  molecular  granules  in 
great  numbers;  and,  third,  peculiar  and  characteristic  corpuscles;  the  two 
latter  being  held  together  by  the  translucent  material  first  medtioned.  The 
corpuscles  are  quite  distinct  from  all  others.  They  are  seldom  perfectly 
round,  but  are  irregularly  polyhedral  with  rounded  angles,  approaching 
sometimes  the  oval  form.  Their  diameter  varies  from  about  1*5000  to 
1-1500  of  an  inch.    Within  the  transparent  envelop  is  a  somewhat  tran- 
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lucent  matter,  probably  of  a  solid  consistence,  in  which  are  imbeded  from 
three  to  ten  or  more  grannlas.  Water  does  not  change  them.  Acetic  acid 
renders  them  more  transparent,  and  enables  ns  to  determine  positively 
that  they  contain  no  nucleus."        *        *        ♦        ♦        ♦ 

**When  the  tubercle  softens,  the  cementing  hyalinesubstance  liquifies, 
and  the  corpuscles  thus  set  free  imbibe  apparently  a  portion  of  the  liquids 
becomes  somewhat  larger,  and  assumes  a  spherical  shape.  In  the  pro- 
gress of  the  change,  the  cell  wall  ultimately  dissolves,  and  the  included 
granules  are  liberatee,  thus  Increasing  this  constituent  of  the  tuberculous 
mass." 

It  would  be  difficult  for  language  to  describe  more  accu- 
rately than  this  does,  the  intimate  stracture  of  a  knot,  or 
mass  of  decolorized  blood  corpuscles  congested  in  the  capil- 
laries as  previously  described  under  chronic  or  sub-acute 
action — ^the  corpuscles  remaining  there  in  their  investiture  of 
fibrin  until  they  give  up  a  portion  of  their  water  to  the  sur- 
rounding tissues ;  or,  to  better  describe  the  effects  of  soft- 
ening or  suppuration  upon  such  a  mass. 

The  **  cementing  hyaline  substance  "  is  more  or  less  of  it 
fibrin,  exuded  into  and  around  all  tubercles  to  outline  them 
from  the  surrounding  healthy  tissues,  and  thereby  confine  the 
destructive  results  of  their  softening  to  as  small  a  compass 
as  possible,  as  before  stated. 

The  "molecular  granules  in  great  numbers,"  are  the 
granules  that  decolorized  blood-corpuscles  had  been  broken 
down  into,  by  circulating  in  the  too  watery  serum  of  the 
patient,  before  their  deposit  in  the  mass  to  help  make  the 
tubercle  ;  and  which  are  the  very  granules  that  their  parent 
corpuscles  started  out  with,  as,  first,  chyle-granules,  then 
aggregated  into  chyle-corpuscles,  next  as  red  blood-corpus- 
cles ;  and  now,  through  decoloriziition  and  disintegration  of 
the  latter  brought  back  to  present  the  identical  forms  or 
granu-les,  but  without  life,  in  which  they  were  brought  into 
existence. 

The  "  peculiar  and  characteristic  corpuscles  "  are  the  de- 
colorized blood-corpuscles,  given  the  ''irregular  polyhed- 
ral," and  other  forms,  by  shriveling  and  by  pressure  in  the 
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mass,  as  alreadj^  sufficiently  pointed  out.  (Wood  should 
have  spoken  of  thirty  to  forty  or  more  granules,  instead  of 
three  to  ten  or  more,  as  the  number  in  all  tuberculous  cor- 
puscles. ) 

Then,  again,  if  dissolving  away  the  cell- wall  of  the  char- 
acteristic tubercular-corpuscles  by  the  softening,  or  suppura- 
tion, of  the  tubercle,  and  liberating  their  included  granules, 
increases  by  so  much  *' this  constituent  of  the  tuberculous 
mass,"  as  Wood  says ;  and  if  such  granules  exist  thereio 
**  in  great  numbers,"  free,  or  separate  from  the  corpuscles, 
before  the  softening  of  the  tubercle ;  it  must  be  certain  that 
other  like  tubercular-corpuscles,  (decolorized  blood-corpus- 
cles), had  had  their  cells-walls  dissolved  away,  or  ruptured, 
and  liberated  their  included  granules,  before  the  deposit  of 
such  granules  with  the  characteristic  corpuscles,  to  make  the 
tubercle  And  this  being  so,  what  explains  it  all  so  well  as 
that  decolorized  blood-corpuscles  has  been  ruptured  in  the 
circulation  of  the  consumptive,  and  there  had  their  granules 
liberated,  to  then  be  deposited  with  other  decolorized  corpus- 
cles that  had  not  been  ruptured*  to  constituted  the  tubercle? 

The  diame,ers,  as  well  as  the  forms,  of  shriveled  decolor- 
ized blood-corpuscles,  correspond  very  closely  to  those  of 
tubercular-corpuscles  ;  the  want  of  action  of  water,  and  the 
peculiar  and  powerful  action  of  acetic  acid,  is  the  same  upon 
the  one  as  upon  the  other ;  and  suppuration  also  results  the 
same  to  each.  But  the  most  remarkable  proof  of  the  iden- 
tity of  the  two  remains  to  be  given. 

The  blood-corpuscles  has  no  nucleus,  and  the  tubercular- 
corpuscle  has  no  nucleus ;  and  yet,  of  all  cell-structures  in 
the  organic  world,  whether  in  animal  or  in  vegetable  life* 
these  are  the  only  two  without  a  nucleus.  Thus  the  com- 
parisons and  similarities  are  complete  throughout,  and  the 
cycle  rounds  out  and  perfect  a  great  scientific  reality  in 
pathology,  and  gives  us  a  ture  science  of  tubercles. 
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The  recent  report  of  commissions  and  scientific  bodies, 
like  the  Board  of  Health,  giving  the  results  of  careful  and 
extended  investigations,  notably  the  papers  of  Dr.  Cham- 
berlain, of  Hartford,  and  Dr.  Adams,  of  Pittsfield,  though 
marked  by  the  habitual  caution  in  generalization  and  infer- 
ence which  characterizes  the  scientific  mind,  make  it  plain  to 
common  sense  that  the  fever,  in  its  several  special  types, 
whether  dumb  or  shaking,  whatever  may  be  its  pathology,  or 
nature,  or  origin,  is  due  as  an  existing  evil  here  to  decompo- 
sition or  exhalation,  and  all  the  morbific  and  malefic  influ- 
ences engendered  about  marshy  or  wet  regions  and  impure 
water  beds.  The  best  authorities  are  not  sure,  or  agreed,  on 
the  question  whether  the  disease  is  indigenous  or  imported, 
or  on  the  question  why  it  is  brought  into  activity  at  onetime 
rather  than  another.  They  generally  concur  in  the  opinion, 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  that  it  germinates  or  sprouts 
in  the  human  body  from  very  minute  spores,  measuring, 
perhaps,  3,000  to  an  inch.  But  how  these  seeds  are  trans- 
ported about,  or  what  the  conditions  of  rec^eptivity  and  sus- 
ceptibility are  under  which  they  are  developed,  nobody  can 
yet  tell.  There  is  evidence  that  sporadic  cases  occur  in  dry, 
upland  regions,  but  the  disorder  loves  marshes,  clings  to  ar- 
tificial lakes  or  ponds,  riots  by  the  banks  of  sunk  streams, 
and  works  its  burning  and  shivering  damage  most  malig- 
nantly where  the  normal  mutual  relations  between  soil,  vege- 
table matter  and  stagnant  or  moving  water  have  been  un- 
settled. Mention  is  made  of  some  compact  rural  popula- 
tions near  foul  mill  ponds,  where  half  the  inhabitants  have 
been  down  at  once.  Speculation  as  to  causes,  as  might  be 
expected,  has  been  busy.  What  causes  of  malaria  exist  now 
which  were  non-existent j  or  in  abeyance,  so  long  prior  to 
this  late  day?  Not  only  is  science  shy  of  hasty  conclusions, 
but  property,  too,  has  its  self-preserving  instincts,  and  the 
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mill-owners  and  manufacturers  are  not  unwilling  to  have  a 
part,  at  least,  of  the  curse  rest  on  other  shoulders  than  their 
own.     What,  then,  are  the  new  conditions? 

Railroads  and  tobacco  culture  are  two.  The  railways  are 
apt  to  open  the  surface  on  low  ground,  and  if  there  were 
enough  of  them  it  might  happen  that  an  miwholesome  gas 
escaping  would  affect  the  workmen,  as  it  is  said  the  upturn- 
inor  of  acres  of  old  sod  on  buildins:  lots  affects  the  health  of 
the  people  in  the  upper  part  of  the  island  of  New  York. 
But  there  are  altogether  too  many  railways  where  there 
are  no  chills,  and  too  many  chills  where  there  are  no  rail- 
ways, to  allow  much  plausibility  to  this  theory.  It  fails 
twice  over.  Much  of  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  tobacco 
fields.  The  idea  that  the  sickness  comes  of  fertilizers  used 
fo»  tobacco  raising  has  even  less  support,  for  that  nuisance 
is  of  but  a  very  brief  annual  continuance,  and  is  far  from 
being  conterminous  with  the  malady.  So  far  as  the  great 
forces  of  nature  are  concerned,  not  much  can  be  done  in  the 
•way  of  remedy .  If,  as  there  is  some  reason  to  think,  ther« 
is  a  constant  shrinkage  going  on  in  rivers,  fountains,  brooks 
and  lakes,  with  a  diminished  rainfall  throughout  this  part  of 
the  country,  all  we  can  do  about  that  is  to  employ  every  per- 
sonal effort  to  remove  or  deoderize  the  stench-breeding  and 
fever-breeding  matter  along  the  banks,  and  to  increase  our 
forests  by  planting  or  protection,  as  many  thoughtful  land 
owners  are  now  doing,  and  as  the  late  forestry  convention 
in  Montreal  loads  us  to  hope  may  be  done  more  and  more. 
There  are  thousands  of  citizens  who,  with  only  a  moderate 
outlay,  can  stanch,  on  their  own  premises,  at  least,  the 
offensive  sources  of  pain  and  death — ^for,  though  not  regard- 
ed as  ordinarily  fatal,  fever  and  ague  sometimes  takes  a  con- 
gestive form,  or  otherwise  overmasters  the  vital  power,  in 
spite  of  the  best  treatment,  and  the  patient  dies.  Dwellers 
in  bad  climates  study  the  laws  of  sanity  safety  and  heed 
them.     Out-of-door  night  air   can,   to   a  great  extent,  be 
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avoided.  Fires  can  be  builded  evening  and  morning.  The 
human  system  can  be  kept  free,  vigorous,  and  protected  by 
right  living,  temperance  and  flannels.  Some  physiologists 
think  a  fine  wire  gauze  at  open  windows  may  keep  out  the 
spores.  A  line  of  thick  trees  with  underbrush  has  been  sup- 
posed to  ar.est  them.  There  is  plenty  of  proof  that  good 
drainage  counteracts  this  as  it  does  other  kinds  of  sickness. — 
JBostov  Herald. 
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BY  J.  W.  ROUTH,  ST.  PAUL. 


The  logic  of  high  dilutionism  is  well  illustrated  in  Dr.  S. 
A.  Jones'  article,  as  above  entitled,  in  the  last  number  of 
the  Medical  Times.  The  doctor,  with  a  pyrotechnic  display 
of  italics,  quotation  marks,  and  marks  of  astonishment,  de- 
clares that  '*  all  hell  plus  a  great  gross  of  Milwaukee  tests  " 
can  never  knock  out  of  him  a  somewhat  learned  from  a  cer- 
tain experience. 

Interpreted  into  the  vernacular,  I  take  it,  his  declaration 
means  that  scientific  tests  cannot,  or  rather  shall  not,  rob 
hira  of  his  faith  that  the  cure  of  choreic  symptoms  in  a  girl 
was  wrought  by  the  18th  centessimal  dilution  of  rhododen- 
dron ;  the  remedy  preserving  its  identity  and  accomplishing 
the  cure,  despite  the  fact  of  the  alcoholic  diluent  ])eing 
strongly  tinctured  with  cologne. 

The  case  seems  absolutely  overwhelming  to  the  narrator ; 
how  does  it  appear  to  one  free  from  the  spell  of  dynamiza- 
tion,  and  therefore  able  to  look  at  it  with  a  little  of  the 
method  of  the  despised  Milwauke  test? 

The  first  question  that  suggests  itself  is,  how  is  one  to 
know  that  the  .OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOlth 
part  of  rhododendron  contained  in  the  mixtures  produced 
the  effect,  rather  than  the  cologne,  which  was  present  in  the 
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dose  ill  untold  million  times  greater  quantity?  Can  one  be 
sure  in  rny  particular  case  of  mild  choeric  symptoms,  or  in 
one  of  hysteria,  that  the  prescribed  medicine  produces  the 
relief,  instead  of  the  mere  taking  at  stated  inten'als  of  the 
specific  dose?  Might  not  the  doctor's  manner  iu  laying 
down  his  directions  be  the  curative  agent  in  such  a  case  ?  In 
this  case  might  it  not  have  been  that  the  patient  being 
strongly  impressed  that  the  cologne  medicine  would  relieve 
her,  relief  followed  by  virtue  of  that  impression?  Would 
the  abrupt  disappearance,  in  one  case,  of  mild  choreic  symp- 
toms in  a  girl,  furnish  very  positive  evidence  of  the  action 
of  the  medicine  given,  even  though  the  medicine  was  definite 
and  tangible  in  quantity  ? 

And  so  this  case,  that  beats  '*  hell  and  the  Milwaukee 
test,"  is  but  another  of  the  same  old  sort,  by  which  anything 
in  therapeutics  may  be  proven.  The  evidence  is  just  as 
strong,  because  just  the  same,  proving  diphtheria  curable  by 
the  twenty  millionth  potency  of  lac.  caninum. 

Some  time  since  this  experience  was  mine :  A  fourteen 
years  old  boy  was  brought  to  me  in  the  forlorn  hope  of  being 
cured  of  enuresis.  His  mother  said  he  had  not  passed  a 
night  since  he  was  a  baby  without  wetting  the  bed.  An  ex- 
amination revealed  no  phimosis  or  preputial  adhesion.  After 
discussing  the  situation  I  asked  the  mother  to  call  in  a  few 
days,  and  I  would  determine  the  medicine  to  be  giveii.  In 
two  weeks  she  reported  that  since  I  had  examined  him  he 
had  not  once  wet  the  bed.  I  therefore  did  not  prescribe. 
In  a  month  the  report  was  no  recurrence  of  the  trouble,  and 
to  this  day  (about  two  years)  the  boy  has  been  well. 

The  local  examination  annoyed  the  boy  very  much,  and  I 
presume  therein  laid  the  cure,  through  psychological  im- 
pression. 

Suppose  I  had  been  a  victim  of  the  potency  delusion,  and 
had  prescribed  say  a  single  dose  of  the  18th  centissimal  po- 
tency of  rhododendron,  would  not  ''all  hell  plus  a  great 
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gross  of  Milwaukee  tests ' '  have  been  unable  to  shake   my 
faith  that  the  alleged  medicine  made  the  marvellous  cure? 
Moral:     Don't  swear. 


CHLORAL  — AN    ANTIDOTE    IN    STRYCHNIA 

POISONING. 


BY   J.    DEETBICK,   YOUNGSTOWN,    O. 


Laura  H.,  «t.  28,  fainted.  After  recovering  had  severe 
muscular  contractions  and  rigidity  of  muscles  of  the  upper 
extremities,  accompanied  with  complete  paralysis  of  the 
lower  extremities.  She  denied  taking  anything.  I  diag- 
nosed strychnia  poisoning,  and  gave  her  fifty  grains  of  sul- 
phate of  zinc  as  an  emetic,  followed  with  sixty  grains  of 
chloral.  The  treatment  had  the  desired  effect,  and  she  re- 
covered ;  the  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities  passed  off 
within  a  few^  days.  She  admitted  later  that  she  had  taken 
six  grains  of  strychnia  to  kill  herself. 


CoLLBGR  DisPKNSARY. — ^Thc  following  is  a  condensed  report  of  the 
clinics  at  the  Homceopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri,  commencing 
with  the  date  of  April  9th,  1882,  and  ending  with  December  31st,  inclusive 
1882 :  Total  at  last  report  April  StU,  1882,  20,286;  total  to  December  81st, 
lSd2, 220,45.  Edwin  K.  Shirusy, 

Physician  in  charge  of  General  Clinic. 

Otitis  Media  Purulknta. — Prof.  D.  S.  Reynolds,  of  Louisville,  thus 
sammarlzes  in  a  lecture  reported  in  the  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter: 

Unable  to  go  more  fully  Into  the  subject,  I  feel  that  from  the  oases  be- 
fore yon,  two  Important  points  as  to  local  treatment,  or  rather  as  to  the 
action  of  the  local  agents,  should  be  mentioned  more  particularly.  First, 
there  is  in  such  cases  the  necessity  for  an  agent  which  has  the  power  to 
dissolve  the  fibrinous  matters  upon  the  surface  of  the  inflamed  mucous 
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membrane,  and  immediately  following  this,  an  agent  which  has  gently 
stimulating,  astringent  and  antiseptic  powers.  The  first  agent,  as  you 
have  seen,  is  found  In  the  chloride  of  sodium ;  the  second  Is  llsterlne.  Lis- 
terine  Is  something  more  than  a  mere  antiseptic,  which  its  inventor,  Mr. 
Lambert,  has  very  extenslvel}'  advertised  as  its  chief  virtue.  It  is  a  stim- 
ulating, balsamic  astringent.  It  contains  bomclc  acid,  the  essential  oil 
of  eucalyptus  globulus,  thymol,  and  some  otheringredients.  It  mixes 
freely  with  water,  and  may  be  used  as  a  local  application  to  all  purulently 
Infiammed  surfaces,  diluted  to  any  extent  desirable,  or  as  in  the  cases  be- 
fore you,  In  full  strength.  With  chloride  of  sodium  and  listerine,  you  have, 
therefore,  but  little  to  desire  In  the  way  of  local  applications  In  otitis  media 
purulenta. 

BuRRAU  OF  Materia  Medica  And  Provings,  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy:  Jabez  P.  Dake,  M.  D.,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Chairman:  Con- 
rad Wesselhoeft,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass.;  Timothy  F.  Allen,  M.  D.,  N.  Y., 
E.  A.  Farrlngton,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  A.  C.  Cowperthwalte,  M.  D., 
Iowa  City,  Iowa;  William  Owens,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati,  O.;  A.W.Woodward, 
M.  D.,  Chicago,  111.;  Lewis  Sherman,  M.  D.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  J.  W. 
Hay  ward,  M.  I).,  Liverpool,  England;  P.  Jousset,  M.  D.,  Paris,  France; 
Thomas  Clgliano,  M.  D.,  Naples,  Italy;  H.  R.  Arndt,  M.  D.,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.  Our  special  subject  for  presentation  at  Niagara  Falls,  June, 
1883,  Is  <<  A  Model  for  Materia  Medica."  Each  member  of  the  Bureau  is 
expected  to  prepare  such  an  exhibit  of  the  two  drugs  named  below,  as  in 
his  judgment,  the  present  provings  and  clinical  records  will  allow,  and  In 
such  form  as  may  best  suit  the  purpose  of  the  homoeopathic  student  and 
practloner,  (the  exhibit  of  each  drug  not  making  more  than  five  pages 
octavo  breoier  type,  leaded.)  It  Is  the  purpose  of  the  Bureau  to  arrive 
at  the  best  method  of  abbreviating,  or  condensing  into  one  volume, 
say,  a  manual  of  eight  hundred  pages,  the  useful  knowledge  we  have  of 
the  leading  articles  of  Materia  Medica.  Each  member  is  to  report  his 
work  to  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Daka,  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  before  May,  1888. 
The  reports  may  be  written  In  English,  French,  German  or  Italian.  Drugs 
to  be  considered:  Nux  Vomica  and  Kail  Blchromicum. 

*  Philadelphia.,  Feb.  1. 1883. 
Dear  Sir  : — Our  Joint  Resolution  securing  equal  rights  for  all  qualified 
physicians  In  the  U.  S.  Government  Service,  has  until  now,  been  In  the  cus- 
tody of  the  (Senate)  committee  on  Postal  Service  and  Retrenchinent, 
Senator  J.  R.  Hawley,  of  Conn.,  Chairman.  A  majority  of  said  commit- 
tee were  In  our  favor  and  much  popular  influence  was  also  brought  to  bear 
with  a  favorable  report.  I  wrote  to  Senator  Hawley,  as  |Chairman,  but 
received  no  reply.  I  now  learn  that,  at  Senator's  Hawley's  urgent  request, 
our  Joint  Resolution  has  been  taken  from  [his  committee],  and  sent  to 
the  Military  Committee,  viz:  Senators  Logan,  of  111.;  Harrlsoa,  of  Ind.; 
Hawley^  of  Conn.;  Maxey,  of  Texas;  Cameron,  of  Pa.;  Sewell,  of  N.  J.; 
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CockreU,  of  Mo.;    Grover,  of  Oregon,  and  Hampton,  of  South  Carolina. 
Please  ask  3'our  readers  to  urge  these  gentlemen  to  a  favorable  and 
speedy  report.     "Eternal  vigilance,"  etc. 

Fraternally  yours. 

John  C.  MoroaNi  M.  D., 
Ch'n.  Com.  on  Legislation,  Am.  Inst,  of  Homp. 

The  American  Institute  of  Homceopathy. — As  already  announced 
the  thirty-sixth  session  of  the  Institute  will  be  held  at  Niagara  Falls,  on 
June  I9th.  To  prepare  in  season  the  annual  announcement,  and  avoid 
changing  the  matter  aft«r  it  is  set  up,  thus  involving  additional  and  un- 
necessary expense,  all  reports  from  the  chairmen  of  bureaus,  and  other 
matter  properly  l>elonging  to  the  circular,  as  usually  issued,  must  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  not  later  than  May  Ist. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Institute  will  be  at  the  International  Hotel. 

Fuller  particulars  will  be  given  at  a  later  date. 

J.  C.  Burgher,  M.  D.,  General  Secretary. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  February  10,  1883.  • 

Died.— Robert  J.  McClatchey,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  16th  of 
January.  We  join  in  the  great  common  sorrow  of  our  profession,  much 
of  which  is  personal  to  us.  Fe^  can  feel  his  untimely  taking  off  more 
than  we,  who  only  knew  him  in  the  work  of  the  American  institute,  whose 
sessions  were  to  us  without  him,  very  like  the  play  of  Hamlet,  with  the 
Hamlet  left  out.  The  great  Missisisppi  Valley  sings  its  most  melancholly 
dirge  over  the  tomb  of  Mc^Clatchey,  and  joins  Pennsylvania  in  her  great 
roouming. 

Bacillus  of  Tubercle  in  the  Breath. — Dr.  Arthur  Ransomo  has 
recently  announced  before  the  Royal  Society  that  he  has  been  able  to  dis- 
cover the  bacillus  tuberculosis  in  the  condensed  aqueous  vapor  of  persons 
atfiicted  with  phthisis.  This  is  a  new  source  of  alarm,  if  Koch's  malig- 
nant bacillus  may  be  puffed  in  our  faces  by  our  phthisical  cases.  This 
goes  to  prove  Dr.  Ciapp's  question,  "  Is  Consumption  Contagious?  " 

Another  Cardiac  Stimulant. — In  Russia  the  adonis  vemalis  is  a 
popular  remedy  in  cases  of  dropsy  and  heart  disease.  Exact  experiments 
have  recently  been  made  with  it  by  Dr.  Bubnow,  of  St.  Petersburg.  It 
stimulates  the  motor  and  inhibitory  ganglia  of  the  heart,  acting  very  much 
like  couvallarla  and  digitalis.  Unlike  digitalis,  it  is  not  cumulative  in  its 
action. 
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November  13,  1882. 

Dr.  Valentine  read  a  paper  on  Insanity  Caused  by  a  Tape- 
Worm  : 

Dr.  Bahrenburg. — ^There  are  some  cases  in  which  the 
worms  cannot  be  dislodged  by  any  means  known  at  present, 
but  I  have  generally  succeeded.  I  have  got  most  satisfac- 
tion from  the  following  preparation  :  kousso^  2  drahms  ; 
kamelay  1  drachm  ;  pumpkin  seed,  4  ounces.  Cooked  and 
strained,  the  liquor  being  mixed  with  the  other  ingredients 
and  all  given  in  the  morning  on  an  empty  stomach.  No 
supper  the  night  before. 

Dr.  Sauter. — I  have  had  a  case  under  treatment  for  some 
time.  Kamela  and  Tcousso  produced  no  effect.  Calcarea 
given  for  a  length  of  time  was  attended  by  the  discharge  of 
many  pieces  of  the  worm,  including  the  head  as  I  thought, 
but  now  the  worm  has  been  re-produced.  There  is  some 
nervous  irritability  present  in  the  case. 

Dr.  Camere. — I  have  generally  been  able  to  drive  off  the 
worms,  but  not  always.  I  have  never  seen  anything  like  so 
many  nervous  symptoms  produced  as  were  present  in  Dr. 
Valentine's  case.  Some  persons  have  tape-worms  without 
knowing  it.     I  have  never  seen  much  benefit  from  pumpkin 
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seeds.  Kousso  has  been  my  best  remedy.  I  allow  the 
patients  a  moderate  supper,  and  give  the  drug  in  the  morn- 
ing. Sometimes  I  have  given  podophyllin  the  day  before 
to  empty  the  bowels.  The  worm  is  sometimes  re-produced 
after  the  head  has  been  expelled.  Some  time  ago  I  removed 
in  one-half  hour  a  worm  from  a  lady  who  had  had  one  nine 
vears  before.  I  think  that  must  have  been  a  new  worm  for 
she  could  not  have  retained  the  old  one  so  long  without 
knowing  it. 

Dr.  Valentine. — Have  you  seen  other  symptoms  than 
pieces  of  worm  to  guide  you  in  diagnosis? 

Dr.  Carriere. — Nervous  irritability. 

Dr.  Harris. — ^Common  worms  cause  a  great  deal  of  irri- 
tation and  it  would  be  reasonal)le  to  suppose  that  large  ones 
should  cause  more.  Probably  Dr.  Valentine's  diagnosis 
was  correct,  but  there  may  be  something  that  would  have 
dislodged  the  worm.  According  to  Trousseau,  one-third 
of  the  soldiers  in  some  of  the  French  re<riments  in  Africa, 
had  tape- worms  from  eating  raw  meat,  as  was  supposed. 
Thorough  cooking  of  meat  would  be  a  preventive.  There 
are  some  newly  introduced  drugs  that  may  become  of  value 
for  the  expulsion  of  tape-worms.  Trousseau  speaks  of  a 
method  of  securing  the  worm  whole.  It  is  to  have  the  per- 
son sit  in  water  when  passing  it.  It  may  be  more  apt  to 
secure  expulsion  of  the  whole  worm  than  if  it  were  allowed 
to  break  as  it  is  liable  to  do  when  passed  in  the  ordinary 
manner.  Nervous  irritability  may  remain  sometimes  after 
the  worm  has  been  expelled.  Here  is  a  worm  (shows  a 
specimen)  expelled  by  koussoy  but  I  could  not  find  any  hetid. 
I  then  gave  constitutional  treatment  for  about  a  month  when 
an  immense  quantity  of  mucous  was  passed.  I  could  find 
no  trace  of  a  worm  in  that.  The  patient  married,  became 
pregnant ;  got  dropsical  and  died  during  labor.  She  fainted 
with  every  pain  and  finally  died  in  one.  Whether  her  con- 
dition previous  to  becoming  pregnant  was  in  any  way  the 
cause  of  her  death  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 


St   Louis  Society  Proceedings,  83 

Dr.  Collisson. — Here  is  a  worm  that  arrived  at  12 :30 
o'clock  to-day.  Knowing  that  this  subject  was  coming  up 
to-night,  I  saved  this  worm  to  catch  to-day,  and  I  have  got 
him.  ( Read  an  extract  from  '*  Scudder's  Journal;"  in  it 
was  told  how  some  doctors  went  for  some  wbrms  with  great 
vigor,  but  poor  success.)  I  think  it  is  a  mistake  to  make 
patients  fast  long  before  administering  the  drug  for  their 
expulsion.  Another  thing.  I  am  satisfied  that  a  gum  ara- 
bic  emulsion  is  nauseating.  So  I  avoid  the  use  of  that  sub- 
stance. I  have  tried  my  best  to  select  an  attenuated  con- 
stitutional remedy,  but  never  succeeded  in  producing  any 
effect  upon  the  worm. 

Dr.  Bahrenburg.-r-I  recently  made  a  visit  to  my  brother, 
J.  P.  Bahrenburg,  at  Rose  Bud,  111.  While  there  he  told 
me  that  he  succeeded  every  time  with  pumpkin  seeds. 

Dr.  Collisson.  The  person  who  passed  the  worm  T  have 
shown,  eat  one-half  pint  of  hulled  pumpkin  seeds  with  no 
effect  whatever,  but  one-half  ounce  of  kousso,  at  two  doses, 
fetched  the  worm  in  four  hours  and  a  half.  Several  years 
ago  a  young  man  who  was  sickly  and  was  supposed  to  have 
consumption,  came  to  me  for  treatment.  I  suspected  that 
he  had  tape-worm,  and  after  several  trials  with  large  quan- 
tities of  kousso^  I  dislodged  one  and  cured  the  case. 

Dr.  Valentine. — Last  summer  a  man  in  reduced  circum- 
stances and  suffering  some  deprivation,  came  to  me  with  a 
numbness  of  the  right  arm.  He  feared  paralysis.  Nux. 
and  electricity  seemed  to  helpTiim  some  for  a  while,  but  not 
satisfactorily.  Finally  he  came  and  told  that  he  was  passing 
worms.  I  sent  him  to  Luytie's  for  the  preparation  which 
they  keep  on  hand.  He  took  it,  passed  a  worm  and  got 
entirely  well. 

The  real  origin  of  tape-worms  is  hydatids  of  the  liver  in 

animals.     These  embryonic  forms  occur  in  calves,  dogs,  etc. 

Each  joint  of  a  tape-worm  contains  both  male  and  female 

•  organs  of  generation.     If  any  animal  picks  up  a  joint  of 

tape-worm  psssed  by  some  human,  he  is  liable  to  have  devel- 
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o\yed  in  his  body  the  embryo,  which  when  eaten  again  by  a 
human  being,  grows  into  a  tape-worm.  Dr.  Duncan,  of 
Chicago,  says  that  he  has  seen  tape-worms  in  nursing  chil- 
dren, whom  it  would  be  supposed  had  never  eaten  meat. 
Unless  they  had,  it  would  be  hard  to  explain  how  they  came 
by  tape-worms.  Pumpkin  seeds  are  Dr.  Duncan's  favorite 
remedy. 

Dr.  Collisson. — Last  summer  a  lady  of  fine  family,  came 
to  me  for  treatment  for  a  chronic  diarrhoea  of  some  three 
years  duration.  And  after  a  hard  labor,  several  years  ago, 
her  physician  advised  her  to  eat  raw  meat.  In  a  few  months 
Dr.  Phelps,  at  the  second  trial  expelled  a  tape-worm  from 
her.  The  diarrhoea  spoken  of  dated  from  that  time.  I 
think  I  have  cured  it  with  colocynth.  I  have  never  known 
any  bad  effect  to  follow  the  use  of  kousso. 

Dr.  Carriere. — I  have  known  of  several  Uipe-worms  in 
young  children,  in  one  less  than  nine  months  old. 

Dr.  Bahrenburg. — ^Most  of  thovse  whom  I  have  treated 
for  tape-worm,  have  confessed  to  eating  raw  meat. 

Dr.  Valentine. — There  is  a  man  in  Louisville  who  claims 
to  have  found  an  infallible  characteristic  sign  in  the  mouth, 
which  indicates  to  him  the  presence  of  a  tape-worm  in  the 
alimentary  canal.  He  keeps  it  secret.  I  would  like  to 
know  if  there  is  any  positive  sign  that  will  indicate  the 
presence  of  a  worm  when  the  patient  has  not  noticed  the 
passage  of  pieces.  This  doctor  in  Louisville  gets  many 
worms  from  persons  who  never  suspected  their  presence. 

W.  B.  Morgan,  Secretary. 


Grave  Robbery  in  Virginia. — Some  few  weeks  since  a 
party  of  medical  students  and  negroes  were  caught  in  the 
act  of  robbing  graves  atOakwood  cemetery,  near  Richmond, 
Va.,  and  lodged  in  jail.  The  governor  subsequently  par- 
doned them. — Southern  Clinic. 
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TREATMENT  FOR  TAPE  WORM. 


The  writer  has  for  many  years  past  received  occasional 
letters  of  Inquiry  as  to  what  is  the  best  drug  for  the  expul- 
sion of  tape- worm,  and  the  inquiry  is  generally  accompanied 
by  the  statement  that  a  case  is  under  treatment  which  had 
resisted  all  the  ordinary  parasiticides,  such  as  pumpkin  seed, 
male  fern,  kousso,  bark  of  pomegranate  root,  turpentine, 
etc.  As  any  one  of  these  drugs  is  sufficient,  under  any  ordi- 
nary good  management,  to  expel  the  parasite,  and  as  the  in- 
quirers had  generally  succeeded  in  most  of  their  cases  with 
some  one  or  other  of  these  medicines,  it  has  generally 
been  concluded  that  it  was  not  a  question  of  the  choice  of  a 
drug  in  the  obstinate  cases,  but  rather  one  of  the  location 
of  the  attachment  of  the  head  of  the  worm  in  the  intestinal 
canal. 

When  the  writer  served  as  demonstrator  of  anatomy  many 
years  ago,  he  observed  that  there  was  great  variation  in  the 
location  of  the  head.  Sometimes  it  would  be  found  attached 
up  near  the  duodenum,  and  at  other  times  down  near  the 
ileo-c8ecal  valve,  and  that  the  attachment  was  not  unfre- 
quently  in  a  little  pouch,  or  under  a  fold  of  mucous  mem- 
brane ;  and  that  the  head  was  always  imbedded  in  a  nidus  of 
firm  jelly-like  substance,  like  inspissated  mucus.  This  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  such  cases  would  be  differently  affected 
by  treatment,  and  that  a  method  quite  efficient  for  some  cases 
would  be  likely  to  fail  in  others  from  the  difference  of  loca- 
tion, and  further,  that  the  obstinate  cases  were' those  where 
the  attachment  was  so  low  down  in  the  canal  and  so  pro- 
tected that  it  was  difficult  to  get  the  parasiticide  in  contact 
with  the  head  so  as  to  poison  it,  and  cause  it  to  let  go  its 
Tiold.  A  few  years  later  when  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
Mediterranean,  where  uncooked  sausages  are  largely  eaten, 
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the  writer  and  others  became  affected  with  tape-worm,  and 
he  had  good  opportunities  for  observation,  and  was  confirmed 
in  the  belief  that  the  location  of  the  head  had  much  to  do 
with  the  resistance  of  all  obstinate  cases,  and  that  when  the 
treatment  was  carefully  directed  by  this  consideration  it  was 
almost  always  successful,  and  that  one  parasiticide  was 
about  as  good  as  another  when  well  managed.  Further 
experience  at  that  time  seemed  to  show  that  pumpkin  seed 
and  oleoresin  of  male  fern  were  the  best  agents  to  use,  and 
that  there  was  but  little  choice  between  them.  A  plan  of 
treatment  was  adopted  which  has  been  since  given  to  so 
many  physicians  and  patients  with  such  general  success  that 
it  may  be  worth  while  to  publish  it. 

After  a  light  dinner,  near  the  middle  of  the  day,  the 
patient  should  take  no  f(»od,  but  may  drink  freely  of  water. 
At  bed-time  a  saline  aperient  should  be  taken  in  effective 
dose,  and  there  is  nothing  better  than  one  or  two  Seidlitz 
powders.  This  aperient  should  be  a  saline,  because  these 
cause  a  copious  effusion  of  serous  liquid  from  the  whole 
mucous  membrane  of  the  canal,  and  this  effusion  taking 
place  from  the  surface  where  the  head  of  the  worm  lies  pro- 
tected by  the  dense  mucus,  detaches  the  mucus  and  washes 
it  away,  leaving  the  head  bare  for  contact  with  the  parasiti- 
cide, when  otherwise  it  would  pass  over  it  without  direct 
contact,  and  therefore,  without  effect. 

Whether  this  aperient  at  bed-time  operates  or  not,  it 
should  be  repeated  on  the  following  morning,  the  patient 
still  abstaining  from  food.  After  the  second  saline  has 
operated  freely,  or  say  at  about  ten  o'clock  the  medicine 
should  be  given. 

Four  ounces  of  pumpkin  seeds  are  well  beaten  in  a  mor- 
ter,  half  an  ounce  at  a  time,  a  few  drops  of  water  being 
added  from  time  to  time  until  they  are  made  into  a  paste. 
The  shells  need  not  be  rejected,  as  they  are  rather  useful 
than  hurtful.  Water  is  then  gradually  added  to  the  paste 
with  trituration,  until  a  tolerably  uniform  emulsion  is  made 
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measuring  about  a  pint.  This  may  be  flavored  if  desired 
and  iced,  and  it  is  to  be  given  in  three  doses  at  intervals  of 
about  two  hours,  beginning  at  about  ten  o'clock.  During 
this  time  the  patient  should  lie  quietly  in  bed  and  avoid  all 
causes  of  nausea  or  vomiting,  and  should  correct  these  if 
they  occur  by  a  little  ice  taken  into  the  mouth  and  stomach. 
The  stomach  in  need  of  food  will  often  digest  the  first  dose, 
but  a  tendency  to  nausea  will  prevent  the  digestion  of  the 
others,  and  the  third  is  often  difficult  to  take  without  vomit- 
ing. By  careful  management  and  quiet  the  inverted  peris- 
taltic action  may  be  generally  avoided.  But  when  it  occurs 
early  and  is  persistent  the  treatment  is  likely  to  fail,  because 
the  inverted  action  of  the  bowels  prevents  the  emulsion 
from  getting  far  enough  down  to  come  in  contact  with  the 
head  of  the  worm.  Commonly,  however,  the  peristaltic 
action  will  not  be  reversed,  and  about  the  time  of  the  third 
dose  or  a  little  later  there  will  be  an  alvine  evacuation.  But 
within  an  hour  after  the  last  dose,  a  half  fluid  ounce  of 
castor  oil  should  be  given  in  a  little  ale  or  porter.  The 
evacuations  should  be  received  in  a  vessel  partly  filled  with 
water  so  that  the  worm  can  be  easily  examined  from  end  to 
end  of  each  portion  without  breaking,  and  when  the  part  is 
reached  where  the  links  grow  smaller,  great  care  should  be 
taken  to  find  the  head,  for  unless  this  be  found  the  success 
of  the  treatment  is  by  no  means  assured.  And  if  the  head 
be  not  found,  detached  links  may  be  expected  in  the  stools 
within  three  or  four  months,  and  the  treatment  will  need  to 
be  repeated  with  larger  perliminary  fasting  and  greater  care. 
In  a  second  trial,  or  when  persistent  vomiting  has  inter- 
fered with  the  first  to  invalidate  it,  the  oleoresin  of  male  fern 
may  be  substituted  for  the  pumpkin  seed.  This  is  more 
easily  taken  than  the  large  doses  of  emulsion,  and  is  not  so 
easily  digested  by  the  stomach,  nor  so  liable  to  produce 
nausea,  and  from  being  an  oleoresin,  and  therefore  less  solu- 
ble in  the  liquids  it  is  with,  it  is  more  likely  to  reach  the 
head  of  the  worm  in  a  condition  sufficiently  concentrated  to 
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I)e  a  i)<)isoii  to  the  head,  but  it  is  probably  a  less  active  poi- 
son to  the  head  than  the  pumpkin  seed,  and  therefore  less 
sure. 

The  oleoresin  may  be  given  in  emulsion  made  with  sugar 
and  gum  arabic,  or  with  glycogen,  but  is  perhaps  better  given 
in  capsules,  containing  about  ten  grains  each.  Two  of  these 
should  be  taken  every  quarter  of  an  hour  until  twelve  cap- 
sules have  been  taken,  unless  nausea  occurs  of  sufficient 
severity  to  endanger  their  rejection.  Under  such  circum- 
stances eight  or  ten  capsules  may  be  used  as  being  all  that 
can  be  safely  given. 

The  oleoresin  has  often,  especially  in  cold  weather  and 
when  of  good  quality,  a  thick  granular  sediment.  This 
should  be  carefully  stirred  in  before  weighing,  as  it  is  a  very 
important  part  of  the  drug. 

Of  course  the  same  careful  preparation  of  the  patient  is 
needed  with  this  as  with  the  pumpkin  seed,  and  neither  of 
them  should  be  expected  to  succeed  in  obstinate  cases  with- 
out the  careful  preliminary  treatment. — SquibVs  Ephemeres. 


COMPARISON  OF  EVIDENCE. 


BY    J.    P     G.,    CINCINNATI,    O. 


It  is  quite  comforting  to  find  approving  testimony  in  the 
writings  of  your  opponents,  even  though  there  be  conflict- 
ing statements  bearing  on  the  same  point  in  issue,  thus  illus- 
trating how  different  what  is  called  by  the  same  name  is  in 
different  parts  of  creation. 

At  one  time  it  was  no  less  fruitful  to  look  for  a  true 
appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  Hahnemann  and  those 
classed  as  his  followers  in  the  writings  of  allopathy  than 
searching  for  a  possessor  of  an  understanding  of  the  differ- 
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ential  and  inteorral  calculi  in  the  civilized  world  before  the 
time  of  Newton  and  Leibnitz.  Although  there  existed  a 
faint  ideality  of  such  truth,  thev  were  not  known  to  be 
expressed.  It  would  have  taken  a  second  Dionysius  to  have 
discovered  persons  appreciating  the  differential  calculus 
before  the  seventeenth  century,  or  a  member  of  the  allo- 
pathic school  who  publicly  w^rote  anything  strongly  favorable 
to  the  labors  of  the  new  school  before  the  last  quarter  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  As  the  world  grew  in  intelligence 
pertaining  to  mathematics  and  therapeutics,  the  work  of 
faithful  laborers  was  spoken  of  commendably. 

"  Tincture  of  aconite  in  doses  of  two  to  five  minims  every 
three  hours,  is  sometimes  very  efficacious.  This  remedy, 
for  which  we  are  in  a  great  measure  indebted  to  homoeo- 
pathy, has  been  highly  recommended  by  Dr.  Ringer,  who 
advises  that  half  a  drop  or  a  drop  of  the  tincture,  in  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  water,  should  be  given  every  ten  minutes  or 
quarter  of  an  hour  for  two  hours,  and  afterwards,  hourly."' 
Diseases  of  the  Pharynx,  Larynx  and  Trachea.  By  Morell 
Mackenzie,  M.  D.,  London  :  1880.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  N.  Y. 

"  The  monopoly  by  homoeopathic  practitioners  of  the  use 
of  aconite  has  aroused  a  prejudice  against  it,  which  has 
discouraged  its  employment.  Aconite  is,  however,  an 
antagonist  to  the  fever  process  ;  it  is  not  applicable  in  accord- 
ance with  the  so-called  law  of  similars.  It  is  used  by  these 
quacks  because  it  is  a  powerful  agent  which  will  produce 
manifest  effects  in  small  doses,  that  may  be  easily  disguised." 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.  Eoberts  Baitholow :  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio.     June,  1876. 

There  may  be  some  justifiable  grounds  for  Dr.  Baitho- 
low writing  as  he  did.  The  article  on  aconite  was  probably 
written  prior  to  1875,  after  practicing  many  years  in  Cincin- 
nati, and  is  an  expression  of  the  experience  and  in  conform- 
ity with  the  light  the  doctor  had  of  things  in  general.  The 
same  expressions  would  not  now  emanate  from  him  unless 
influenced  by  the  organic  cerebral   structure  due  to  earlier 
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conceptions.  An  experience  in  a  representative  centre  of 
homoeopathy  must  have  a  favorable  influence  upon  him,  and 
were  he  to  write  at  this  period,  with  his  present  environ- 
ment, his  statements  might  be  as  favorable  to  homoeopathy 
as  those  made  by  Dr.  Mackenzie,  who  lives  in  Loudon,  and 
must  know  homoeopathy  as  it  is  there,  i  e.,  the  progressive, 
liberal  entity  which  includes  men  with  cultivated  intelligence. 
One's  knowledge  of  anything  must  conform  with  presenta- 
tions of  it.  If  what  is  practiced  as  homoeopathy  causes  an 
observing  individual  to  designate  its  adherents  quacks,  there 
must  be  defects. 


ADVICE  TO  YOUNG  DOCTORS. 


BY   DR.    CATHELL. 


Avoid  all  such  tricks  as  assuring  a  timid  patient  you  >vill 
not  lance  his  boil,  merely  wish  to  examine  it,  und  then  sud- 
denly do  what  you  assured  him  you  would  not  do.  Vera- 
city should  ever  be  your  golden  shield. 

The  white  and  the  black,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  courte- 
zan, the  outlaw,  the  swaggering  rowdy,  and  the  reprobate, 
will  all  be  represented  in  your  practice.  Attend  anybody  if 
you  must,  but  seek  to  avoid  disreptuable  places  and  persons  ; 
they  are  more  likely  to  be  a  curse  than  a  blessing.  Remem- 
ber always  that  such  people  respect  no  doctor  who  does  not 
respect  himself. 

Endeavor  to  establish  and  maintain  a  complete  professional 
influence  over  all  patients  you  attend,  for  without  their  faith 
and  respect  you  will  have  to  contend,  not  only  against  the 
physical,  but  also  the  mental. 

Be  exceedingly  cautious  about  taking  patients  tO'  be  visited 
clandestinely,  or  having  married  women  or  young  females 
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consult  you  secretly  at  your  office ;  also  of  attending  a 
patient  for  a  disease  under  a  pretense  that  it  is  something 
else,  in  order  to  shield  or  deceive  friends  or  relatives. 

Do  not  over-visit  your  patients.  Excessive  attention  and 
numerous  visits  are  rarely  appreciated.  If  you  can  get  the 
reputation  of  not  paying  any  but  necessary  visits,  it  will  be 
a  special  feature  in  your  favor,  and  will  almost  double  your 
practice. 

A  good  rule,  the  only  proper  rule,  is  to  visit  your  patient 
when,  and  only  when,  you  think  he  really  needs  your  care, 
whether  once  a  day  or  once  in  seven  days.  Never  go  sev- 
eral times  a  day  without  pointing  out  to  them  the  necessity 
for  it. 

Above  all  else,  avoid  running  in  to  visit  a  patient  unnec- 
essarily, "  because  you  happen  to  be  in  the  neighborhood." 
If  you  visit  on  such  a  plea,  and  charge  for  it,  you  will  be 
criticised,  and  your  bill  may  be  disputed. 

Some  well-to-do,  or  over-solicitous  people,  form  an  ex- 
ception to  this  rule,  and  insist  on  your  visiting  them  fre- 
quently, almost  living  at  their  houses  during  sickness,  to 
observe  progress,  instruct  attendants,  etc.,  regardless  of  the 
additional  expense,  and  of  course  you  should  gratify  them, 
but  you  should,  also,  at  the  beginning  inform  the  one  who 
will  have  to  pay  the\bill  of  the  reason  and  expense  of  the 
extra  visits,  and  get  his  acquiescence. 

During  these  frequent  visits  you  should  maintain  a  strictly 
professional  attitude ;  unless  you  do  so,  they  will  certainly 
lose  confidence,  after  which  you  will  be  shorn  of  your  in- 
fluence and  reckoned  a  mere  cipher. 

Make  it  a  study  to  remember  all  that  is  said  or  done  at 
each  visit,  so  that  all  you  say  and  do  throughout  the  case 
may  be  consistent,  and  also  to  take  care  to  expose  neither  a 
want  of  memory,  nor  a  lack  of  interest.  Were  you  to  ask 
a  patient,  "what  kind  of  medicine  did  I  give  you  last?" 
he  and  his  friends  would  notice  it  instantly,  and  think  you 
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either  felt  but  little  interest  in  his  ca8e,^or  had  a  dangerous 
lack  of  memory. 

Earnestness  and  interest  shown  in  cases^arejmaster  quali- 
ties. They  are  often  actually  accepted  in  lieu  of  skill,  and 
are  always  prime  aids.  Imbue  yourself  with  genuine  inter- 
est in  your  cases,  and  you  will  be  sure  to  show  it  in  a  thous- 
and ways. 

When  visiting  a  patient,  always  let  it  be  known  whether 
you  will  visit  him  again,  and  when ;  it  will  not  only  satisfy 
him,  but  will  prevent  all  uncertainty. — **  The  Doctor  Him^ 
selfr 


PILLS. 


BY  J.    P.    GEPPERT,  M.    D.,    CINCINNATI,  O. 


It  is  a  growing  conviction  that  sugar  pills  are  not  so  popu- 
lar with  the  homoeopathic  laity  as  in  earlier  years.  I 
judge  from  my  experience  that  "^eastern  physicians  are  not 
using  them  much  in  their  practice.  Whenever  an  eastern 
person  now  calls  at  my  office,  I  uniformly  give  him  liquid  or 
powder  as  the  menstruum  for  conveying  the  medicine  he 
receives  from  me.  This  I  have  been  led  to  do  by  the 
express  request  of  many  patients  who  have  come  into  the 
office.  A  gentleman  doing  business  in  New  York,  came  into 
the  office  and  had  me  prescribe  for  him.  I  knew  he  was  a 
homoeopathic  patient  and  knew  his  physician  by  reputiition. 
I  prepared  the  medicine  by  medicating  No.  30  pellets.  He 
said  he  would  rather  not  have  pills,  and  requested  me  to 
change  the  menstruum,  and  informed  me  his  physician  never 
used  pellets,  though  he  had  practiced  in  his  family  for  years. 
I  have  also  had  many  patients,  residents  of  Cincinnati  and 
surroundings,  express  a  dislike  to  the  little  pills. 

What  can  be  offered  as  the  cause  for  this  change  ?   With- 
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out  endeavoring  to  delve  so  deeply  into  the  agencies  produc- 
tive of  variations,  as  Dr.  Jas.  McCosh  does  in  his  second 
number  of  the  philosophic  series,  entitled.  Energy,  Efficient 
and  Final  Cause,  I  would  lay  a  little  of  the  blame  to  the 
manufacturers  of  globules,  and  to  the  innovation  suggested 
in  the  preparation  of  dilutions. 

It  is  a  fact  that  the  globules  frequently  leave  a  disagreea- 
ble taste  after  their  solution,  and  this  taste  is  very  objec- 
tionable to  many  persons.  I  have  been  frequently  told  by 
persons  they  could  not  take  the  pills  and  swallow  them 
whole,  and  by  others,  that  when  taken  into  the  stomach  they 
impair  digestion. 

If  the  fflobules  are  carefullv  made  of  sui^ar  of  milk  there 
would  be  less  complaint  of  the  above  nature.  Manufac- 
turers now  use  little  or  no  sugar  of  milk,  but  confine  the 
constituents  to  cheaper  substances.  The  globules  generally 
contain  cane  sugar  and  starch.  This  combination  easily 
permits  change  or  fermentation  to  take  place  producing  acids, 
as  acetic,  lactic,  succinia  and  other  products,  rendering  what 
ought  to  be  an  ineit  menstruum  highly  medicinal.  I  do  not 
believe  the  medicinal  power  of  the  drug  applied  to  the  glo- 
bules is  destroyed  or  prevented,  producing  its  true  action, 
but  I  am  inclined  to  think  such  chemicals  as  may  be  present 
in  the  globules  and  that  are  not  commonly  taken  cognizance 
of,  may  produce  evils  greater  than  those  sought  to  be  re- 
lieved. This  is  a  mere  suggestion  that  makers  may  exercise 
more  care  lest  fennentation  should  take  place  in  their  solu- 
tion used  for  making  globules. 

Another  source  of  complaint  about  the  globules  is  that 
they  dissolve  on  application  of  liquid  medicine.  This  is  due 
to  the  altered  process  of  making  different  dilutions  by  which 
too  much  water  is  put  into  the  dilutions  thus  breaking  up 
the  structure  of  the  globules  and  allowing  them  to  be 
'*  caked."  On  some  bottles  in  my  medicine  drawer  are  the 
directions  to  make  dilutions :  Medicine  two  parts,  alcohol 
four  parts,  water  four  parts.  This  gives  rise  to  a  liquid 
which  will  dissolve  any  cane  sugar  pellets  if  the  pellets  are 
saturated. 
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THE  MISSION  OF  HOMCEOPATHY. 


That  the  school  of  medicine  designated  by  the  name  Hom- 
oeopathic, has  had  a  grand  mission  to  perform  in  the  field  of 
therapeautics,  will,  I  think,  be  acknowledged  by  eveiy  one 
who  has  any  knowledge  of  the  subject.  That  that  mission  has 
been  fulfilled  and  its  purpose  accomplished  is  however,  an 
open  question  to  friend  and  foe. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is  simply  that  "  homojopathic  " 
theory  and  practice  have  succeeded  only  in  so  far  as  they  are 
true.  If  the  simple-minded  student  of  medicine  supposes 
that  there  is  any  special  chann  locked  up  in  those  cherished 
drugs  of  his,  which  he  buys  from  a  homoeopathic  pharmacy, 
other  than  the  charm  of  purity  of  the  drugs  and  scientific 
application  of  the  same,  he  is  wide  at  sea. 

'*  Music  hath  charms  to  sooth  the  savage  breast,"  and  lan- 
guage has  chahis  to  fetter  the  brightest  intellect.  As  a 
school,  we  labor  and  sweat  under  the  incubus  of  the  terri- 
ble triplet,  '*  Similia,  similibus,  curantur."  Every  thinking 
physician  must  have  been  amused  a  thousand  times  to  see  the 
somersault  in  mid-air,  the  grotesque,  spasmodic  efforts  of 
the  would-be  champion,  of  the  time-honored  phase  arriving 
at  the  end  of  the  act,  begrimed  with  sweat  and  dust,  after 
having  made  an  abject  ass  of  himself. 

Every  period  of  the  history  of  man's  progress  has  been 
marked  by  the  effoits  of  some  one  man  who  arose  to  assert 
and  establish  the  power  of  some  new  principle,  which,  from 
its  very  simplicity  took  root  in  the  minds  of  men  and  revolu- 
tionized all  thoughts  in  that  particular  branch  of  knowledge. 
Such  a  man  was  Hahnemann.  But  as  it  has  happened  in  other 
branches  of  knowledge,  so  it  was  here  that  the  very  superi- 
ority of  the  master  became  the  bane  of  his  pupils.  For 
just  as  medical  minds  follow  the  old  ruts  of  the  ancient  mas- 
ters, so  a  hybrid  mass  of  minds  bolted  Hahnemann's  theory 
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and  practice,  true  or  false,  for  better  or  for  worse,  it  was 
enoigh  to  say,  "  the  master  taught  it." 

Truth  is  truth.  It  is  immutable,  everlasting.  Hahnemann 
is  dead,  and  unboi*n  generations  will  venerate  his  name ;  not 
for  the  mistakes,  but  for  the  truths  he  has  taught  us.  Is  it 
not  human  to  err?  If  the  venerable  old  man  were  alive,  he 
would  be  up  with  the  times  and  teach  his  erring  children  that 
they  dishonor  the  spirit  in  which  he  taught,  by  ding-donging 
old  exploded  theories.  Is  it  not  enough  honor  that  he  taught 
us  to  prove  drugs  on  healthy  organisms.  This  is  the  great, 
grand  basis  of  homoeopathy,  the  rock  upon  which  it  is 
founded,  and  which  has  broken  every  wave  and  sent  it  recoil- 
ing upon  itself. 

'*Similia,  similibus,  curantur  "  is  not  homoeopathy.  Small 
doses  is  not  homoeopathy.  Attenuations  of  tinctures  or 
powder;?  is  not  homoeopathy.  The  dynamic  theory  is  not 
homoeopathy. 

'*  Similia,  similibus,  curantur  "  is  not  true  ;  for  we  do  not 
produce  a  given  condition  by  the  same  dose  we  use  to  cure  it 
in  disciise.  For,  if  in  disease,  we  find  the  condition  produced 
by  the  secondary  effect  of  the  drug,  we  do  not  give  the  dose 
that  will  produce  the  secondary  effect,  but  that  which  will 
produce  the  primary.  For  example,  large  doses  of  belladon- 
na produce  a  flushed  condition  of  the  skin,  the  secondary 
effect  of  belladonna.  Now,  if  we  find  this  condition  in  dis- 
ease we  give  belladonna  in  such  doses  as  will  produce  the 
primary  effect,  contraction  of  the  blood-vessels.  Now  this 
is  not  "similia,  similibus,  curantur"  but '*contraria,  contrari- 
is,  curantur."  If  the  former  were  true  then  we  w^ouldgivfi 
a  similar  dose,  that  is  the  same  dose  that  produced  a  like  con- 
dition. But  this  humbug  about  these  triplets  is  all  nonsense, 
and  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  brain  is  befogged  and 
our  every  thought  poisoned  by  them  therapeutically,  I  should 
treat  them  with  the  neo^lect  they  deserve.  Anathema  to  the 
triplets — both  of  them. 
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Why  need  horaoeopathists  make  a  plain  road  obscure?  Why 
should  a  simple  fact,  namely,  the  primary  and  secondary 
action  of  some  drugs  be  shrouded  in  such  obscure  language 
that  Dr.  Hale  in  a  late  article  says  ;  '*  The  fact  that  homoeo- 
pathic medicines  are  recommended  for  opposite  symptoms 
and  pathological  states  has  been  a  puzzle  to  students  of  our 
school  ever  since  the  days  of  Hahnemann."  The  time  has 
passed  when  wisdom  need  be  expressed  in  paradoxical  riddles 
and  two-sided  oracles.  The  secret  of  the  sphynx  has  been 
discovered,  and  the  time  is  passed  for  homoeopathy  to  pre- 
tend to  teach  mysteries  beyond  all  human  ken  unless  it  be 
dubbed  homoeopathic. 

It  is  time  that  the  students  of  homoeopathy  were  taught 
something  in  school  and  were  not  bound  to  learn  everything 
out  of  school,  though  the  students  of  allopathic  colleges 
are  not  one  whit  better  off. 

As  a  school,  we  are  too  much  simply  learners  and  too 
little  independent  thinkers.  Do  we  believe  in  homoeopathy 
because  Hahnemann  taught  it?  or  because  we  attended  a 
homoeopathic  school?  or  because  we  advertise  as  homoeo- 
pathists?  or  because  we  think  there  is  more  money  in  it? 

Many  of  us  are  undoubtedly  under  the  spell  of  the  great 
Master.  Our  uprisings  and  outgoings  are  chalk-lined  by 
him.  It  is  a  religious  faith  to  many  of  us,  and  to  lack  in 
fealty  to  his  teachhigs,  down  to  the  last  iota,  is  heresy,  rank 
and  ungodly.  But  the  successful  homoeopathic  practitioners 
have  another  light  than  Hahnemann  ;  the  camp  of  experience  ; 
and  though  they  swear  by  the  shades  of  the  old  master,  yet 
they  do  not  hesitate  in  questions  of  life  and  life  to  go 
apparently  square  against  their  belief. 

Since  Hahnemann's  time  some  discoveries  have  been  made 
in  medicine,  and  the  sooner  we  admit  the  daring  assertion 
as  a  school,  the  sooner  will  we  attain  to  clear  ideas  in  thera- 
peutics, and  the  better  will  we  retain  our  hold  upon  the  com- 
mon mind. 


\ 
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REMEDIES  IN  NEURASTHENIA  AFFECTING    THE 

LUMBO-SACRAL  REGION. 


BY  E.  A.  FARRINGTON,  M.  D. 


It  is  quite  natural  that  Neurasthenia  should  manifest  itself 
in  those  portions  of  the  nervous  system  that  are  the  most 
vulnerable.  And  since  the  lumbo-sacral  region  is  less  fully 
supplied  with  blood  than  is  other  parts  of  the  cord,  this 
region  is  one  of  the  earliest  to  suffer  the  consequences  of 
nervous  exhaustion. 

Another  reason  why  the  small  of  the  back  is  subject  to 
numerous  symptoms  of  disease,  is  because  of  its  relation  to 
several  important  organs,  as  well  as  to  the  functions  of  the 
lower  extremities.  Abdominal  plethora,  with  consequent 
haemorrhoidal  fullness,  favors  passive  congestion  of  the 
lower  spinal  vessels  ;  and  a  similar  vascular  relaxation  often 
accompanies  affections  of  the  female  genital  organs.  Sex- 
ual excess  very  naturally  exhausts,  first  of  all,  those  spinal 
centres  which  have  to  do  with  the  genitals.  And  long  or 
severe  exercise  of  the  legs  induces  backache  and  weakness 
in  the  lumbar  region. 

Still  another  factor  in  the  interesting  symptomatology  of 
this  region  is  fatigue  from  strain ;  as  after  lifting  heavy 
loads,  after  violent  gymnastic  exercise,  etc.  The  ligaments 
and  muscles  are  overtaxed,  and  with  them  often  the  spinal 
cord  itself.  From  this  factor  arises  many  symptoms  com- 
mon in  scrofulous  children,  who  suffer  from  spinal  curvature. 
It  also  accounts  for  the  prevalence  of  lumbago  in  persons  of 
a  weak  nervous  system. 

Symptoms  of  the  lumbo-sacral  region  may  be  considered 
under  various  heads,  according  to  the  particular  nerves 
affected.  The  Filum  terminaJe  ends  at  the  first  or  second 
lumbar  vertebra ;  below  this  point  nerves  go  to  the  various 
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tissues  from  the  lower  part  of  the  gluteal  region  to  the  feet. 
Hence,  here  is  included  nervous  control  of  the  flexors,  and 
extensors,  and  abductors,  and  adductors  of  the  lower  limbs, 
of  the  anal  and  vesical  sphincters,  and  of  the  genitalia. 

We  will  take  Nux  Vomica  as  a  typical  remedy,  and  con- 
sider others  in  connection  with  it. 

Nux  is  eminently  suited  to  backache  accompanying  abdom- 
inal plethora,  with  piles,  constipation  and  urging  to  urinate. 
Pain  as  if   beaten  or  bruised.      Pain  worse  at  night;   the. 
patient  must  bit  up  in  order  to  turn  over  from  side  to  side. 
Back  worse  at  3  or  4  a.  m. 

Allopathic  physicians  hesitate  to  employ  Nux  if  there  is 
any  spinal  congestion,  since  they  believe  it  may  cause  irrep- 
arable mischief  (Hammond).  But  if  the  universal  charac- 
teristic of  the  drug  is  present,  we,  who  depend  solely  upon 
molecular  action,  can  administer  the  remedy  regardless  of 
the  status  of  the  blood  vessels. 

This  universal  characteristic  is  inharmonious  .action  of  the 
various  functions  of  the  body. 

If  we  apply  this  to  the  symptoms  accompanying  lumbar 
neurasthenia,  we  find :  Stiffness  of  the  legs,  with  tottering 
gait;  trembling  of  the  limbs,  with  sudden  sensation  of  loss 
of  power.  Tension  in  the  calves.  Convulsive  jerks  of  the 
legs.  Ineffectual  urging  to  micturition  and  to  defecation, 
not  from  atony,  but  from  irregular,  incordinate  action,  or 
from  spasmodic  constriction.  If  paralysis  obtains,  it  is  ever 
associated  with  evidences  of  irritation,  such  as  violent  jerks, 
great  debility,  but  with  over-sensitiveness  to  external  im- 
pressions. All  this  arises,  from  the  well-known  fact  that 
strychnine  increases  reflex  excitability. 

Phosphorus^  in  many  respects,  is  very  similar  to  Ntix. 
Both  increase  impressionability ;  both  cause  spinal  aneemia. 
But  Phosphorus  tends  to  a  complete  paralysis,  Nux  generally 
to  an  incomplete. paralysis,  depending  upon  exhaustion, 
though  both  have  proved  useful  in  spinal  softening. 


Remedies  in  N^eur asthenia,  99 

Phosphorus  causes  :  Nervous  sensitiveness  with  weakness, 
most  severe  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  spine  in  the  region 
of  the  last  lumbar  vertebrae  and 'in  the  sacrum  (very  com- 
mon seats  of  neurasthenia). 

Every  trifling  fatigue,  or  the  carrying  of  even  a  light 
bundle,  causes  pains  in  the  back.  Pains  at  the  union  of  the 
sacrum  and  last  vertebra  ;  worse  while  standing,  with  numb- 
ness of  the  feet  when  pressing  on  the  last  two  lumbar  verte- 
brae. Small  of  the  back  weak  and  as  if  asleep.  Burning 
also,  in  small  spots  ;  better  from  rubbing.  Back  pains  as  if 
broken. 

Legs  feel  weak ;  feel  iis  heavy  as  lead,  with  numbness, 
trembling  and  coldness.  Numbness  increased  by  every  exer- 
tion. Awkward,  stumbling  gait,  not  from  clumsiness,  but 
from  sheer  weakness. 

Urination  involuntary ;  passes  during  coughing  or  if  the 
inclination  is  not  immediately  attended  to.  A  similar  weak- 
ness of  the  anal  sphincter ;  stool  involuntary  the  moment 
fseca-l  matter  enters  the  rectum.  Involuntary  passages  on 
the  least  motion,  as  though  the  anus  stood  open. 

Sphincter  weakness  is  ^lot  a  common  accompaniment  of 
neurasthenia,  but  in  some  cases  it  exists,  and  is  manifest  by 
slight  prolapsus  recti  during  stool,  and  by  some  dribbling 
after  micturition.  Phosphorus^  then,  stands  as  it  were  on 
the  border-line  between  spinal  weakness  and  organic  spinal 
disease.  Dr.  Hammond  has  observed  involuntary  urination 
as  a  precursor  of  locomotor  ataxia,  manifesting  the  disease 
long  before  the  appearance  of  any  of  the  ataxic  symptoms. 
It  behooves  us  to  remember  this  clinical  fact,  and  to  strive 
to  cure  all  sphincter  relaxations  with  the  hope  that  we  may 
be  warding  off  incurable  organic  lesions. 

Dribbling  after  micturition  is  found  under:  Agaricus, 
Selen.,  Helon.,  Graph.,  Silica,  Calc.  Carb.,  Natrum  Mur., 
Picric  acid,  Petroleum,  Conium,  Kali  Carb.,  Cannab.  Indica, 
Arg.  Nitr.,  Staphisagria. 

Selenium  is  suitable  to  neurasthenia  from  sexual  excess. 
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with  dribbling  of    prostatic  fluid  and  also  of  semen ,  both  at 
stool,  the  latter  also  during  sleep. 

Helonias  applies  excellently  to  neurasthenia  when  the 
lumbo-sacral  region  is  weak  and  feels  tired.  Burning  and 
aching.  Warm  numbness  in  the  legs  ;  numb  feet  while  sit- 
ting. Feels  tired  all  over,  but  better  from  motion  or  when 
the  mind  is  occupied. 

Ghraphites  is  neglected  in  spinal  disease.  It  is  applicable 
to  both  sexes,  to  the  male  with  impotence,  to  the  female 
who,  though  obese,  is  really  anaemic,  with  profuse  leucor- 
rhoea  and  weak  back,  and  with  delayed,  scanty  menses.  The 
limbs  go  to  sleep  readily,  and  walking  is  difficult  from  mus- 
cular weakn^s.  Sudden  sinking  of  strength.  Throbbing 
of  the  blood-vessels ;  rush  of  blood  to  the  chest  and  head, 
but  not  from  true  plethora.  The  blood  is  watery  and  con- 
tains a  relative  preponderance  of  white  corpuscles.  Vertigo 
to  falling,  and  faintness  in  the  morning.  Spinal  ansBmia, 
with  pain,  mostly  noticed  in  the  cervical  region,  but  also 
noticeable  in  the  lumbar  region.  The  patient  is  cold  from 
want  of  animal  heat,  and  suffers  from  flatulency,  as  under 
all  the  carbons,  and  also  from  an  herpetic,  rough,  rhagadic 
skin  ;  eruptions  oozing  a  sticky  moisture. 

Natrum  Muriaticum^  in  its  first  effect,  stimulates  the  ner- 
vous system,  causing  muscular  contractions  very  much  like 
those  induced  by  galvanism.  It  also  increases  the  red-cor- 
puscles, glandular  secretions,  digestion,  etc.  It  is  from  this 
stimulating  action  that  salt  is  so  effective  when  applied  locally 
with  friction  to  weak  musc]es,  etc.  Later,  however,  Natrum 
Mur.  exhausts  the  nerves,  diminishes  glandular  activity,  and 
develops  asthenia  and  anaemia  with  emaciation.  The  skin  is 
dry,  harsh  and  sallow ;  mucous  membranes  are  dry,  cracked 
and  glazed,  with  smarting  and  rawness,  or  with  scanty,  cor- 
roding discharges.  Great  complaints  are  made  that  the 
mouth  is  dry,  when  in  reality  the  annoyance  arises  from  the 
stickiness  of  the  secretions  ;  they  are  not  normally  fluid. 

Now,  from  this  atonic  effect  of  salt,  we  observe  spinal 
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neurasthenia.  The  small  of  the  back  feels  paralyzed,  especi- 
ally in  the  morning,  on  arising.  Back  feels  as  if  broken. 
Legs  weak,  trembling ;  worse  in  the  morning.  Feet  heavy 
as  lead.  With  all  this,  it  may  readily  occur  that  the  bladder 
becomes  weak ;  troublesome  dribbling  of  urine  after  a  nor- 
mal stool.  And  we  may  admit  this  vesical  symptom  as  a 
concomitant  of  spinal  weakness,  even  though  the  prover  had 
no  such  association,  because  such  a  combination  is  quite  in 
keeping  with  the  genius  of  the  remedy.  We  may  regard 
both  spinal  and  cystic  atony  as  a  part  of  a  general  tendency 
in  salt  to  produce  exhaustion,  hence  not  as  a  symptom  of 
paralysis,  but  rather  of  neurasthenia. 

Icteric  Acid, — Is  a  new  claimant  for  recognition  in  spinal 
affections.  Studied  in  its  relation  to  the  localities  we  are 
considering  we  find  that  its  causes :  heavy,  dull  pain  in  the 
small  of  the  back ;  aching,  extending  into  the  legs ;  drag- 
ging sensation  ;  tiredness  ;  weak  feeling  in  lumbar  and  sac- 
ral regions,  with  excessive  languor.  Then,  too,  the  legs  are 
weak  and  heavy. 

The  prover  who  recorded  dribbling  of  urine  after  micturi- 
tion suffered  from  a  general  tiredness  from  the  least  exer- 
tion ;  the  mind  was  dull,  so  that  he  could  read  but  little ; 
mental  work  prostrated  him.  He  suffered  from  occipital 
headache,  throbbing  in  the  cerebellum.  In  fact  nearly  all 
his  head  symptoms  were  occipital.  He  refers  to  morning 
erection,  recurringon  four  successive  days.  His  symptoms, 
then,  are  just  what  we  would  expect  from  congestion  of 
the  spine  ;  and  they  constitute  a  group  worthy  of  considera- 
tion in  the  precursory  stage  of  locomotor  ataxia  to  which 
Dr.  Hammond  refers.  The  tendency  of  the  Picric  acid  dis- 
ease is  rather  to  softening  than  to  sclerosis.  But,  if,  as  Dr. 
Hammond  surmises,  the  involuntary  micturition  which  pre- 
cedes tabes  is  due  to  congestion,  why  should  not  Picric  acid 
act  in  such  a  contingency? 

Pulsatilla  is  neglected  in  neurasthenia  of  men.  It  causes 
sensation  in  the  back  as  if  it  was  tightly  bandaged — ^a  very 
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characteristic  symptom,  which  may  be  mistaken  for  the 
girdle  of  myelitis.  It  means  simply  an  irritation  of  the 
posterior  nerves,  not  inflammation.  There  is,  too,  in  the 
Pulsatilla  case,  a  peculiar  sensation,  aptly  compared  to  a 
sense  of  subcutaneous  ulceration.     It  is  a  sort  of  smarting. 

Accompanying  the  backache  is  a  general  fatigue  with 
heavy,  tired  aching,  not  relieved  by  repose.  The  patient 
feels  weary  in  the  morning,  vyvig  with  Ntix.  Such  a  con- 
dition of  the  nervous  system  may  be  produced  by  dyspep- 
sia, or  by  excess  in  venery. 

The  general  condition  of  the  patient  is  one  of  rela'xation, 
with  poor  blood,  defective  animal  heat  and  diminished 
motility.  PtdsatiUa,  in  large  doses,  at  first  excites  the  heart 
and  circulation  and  then  weakens  the  cardiac  walls  and  re- 
laxes the  veins.  Engorgements  and  varicosities  follow ;  and 
hence  the  patient,  despite  his  chilliness,  is  oppressed  in  a 
warm  room.  Autopsies  on  poisoned  animals  showed  hyper- 
semia  of  the  spinal  meninges — not  an  active  congestion  but 
a  passive  fullness  of  lax  vessels.  Hence  arise  numbness, 
crawling,  going  to  sleep  of  the  limbs,  feeble  heart's  action, 
etc. 

As  a  *' venous  remedy,"  Pulsatilla  is  nearly  related  to 
Hamamelis — ^a  drug  much  abused  by  the  laity  and  much 
neglected  by  the  profession.  It  causes  dull  backache,  weak- 
ness of  the  limbs,  with  going  to  sleep  of  various  parts  of 
the  body,  and  great  languor.  Seminal  emissions  give  rise 
to  dull  pains  in  the  loins  and  increase  the  weariness.  If 
there  are  present,  enlarged  veins  or  soreness  in  the  course 
of  the  bloodvessels,  the  choice  of  Hamamelis  is  certain. 

Sepia  is  another  drug  resembling  Pulsatilla.  It  relaxes 
the  tissues  and  favors  stases.  The  patient  complains  of 
aching  in  the  lumbar  region.  Sense  of  subcutaneous  ulcera- 
tion. Soreness  and  p^in  in  the  sacral  region.  Dull  heavy 
aching  from  sacrum  to  thighs.  Weakness  in  the  small  of 
the  back.  Limbs  go  to  sleep.  Numbness  after  manual 
labor  (like  Phosphorus).     Sensation  as  if  drops  came  from 
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the  bladder  after  urinating.  Atony  of  rectum  and  bladder, 
urging  even  for  papescent  stool ;  urine  is  tardy  in  beginning 
to  flow. 

And  here  we  may  mention  Sulphur,  which  has  caused 
paraplegia  from  spinal  congestion.  It  produces  violent 
biTiised  pain  in  the  small  of  the  back,  down  to  the  coccyx  ; 
weakness  ;  formication  ;  legs  wei^Jc,  numb,  paralytic.  Sud- 
den violent  jerks  of  the  limbs  as  the  patient  falls  off  to 
sleep — a  symptom  of  organic  spinal  affections,  but  also  pres- 
ent in  so  called  functional  disease.  Abdomieal  plethora, 
haamorrhoids,  etc.,  very  much  like  Nux  and  Sepia. 

But  in  pure  nervous  weakness,  we  ma}'^  expect  good  results 
from  such  remedies  as  the  following : 

Dioscx)REA,  excellent  when  weak  back  and  weak  knees 
follow  seminal  loss.  Calcarea  follows  well.  And  Kobalt 
is  a  good  substitute  if  the  backache  is  markedly  worse  while 
the  patient  is  sitting. 

Nymphcea  Odorata  claims  attention  for  weak  lumbar 
region  with  weak  bladder  and  weak  legs. 

Zi^c  has  backache  worse  when  sitting  and  from  long  walks. 
Legs  weak,  trembling;  hungry  at  11  a.  m.,  with  increase  of 
spinal  weakness.  Small  of  the  back  weak  while  walking. 
Muscular  twitchings.  Wine  increases  the  pains  and  the  ner- 
vous weakness.  Violent  pain  in  the  small  of  the  back  when 
walking  steadily  relieved  by  continuing  to  walk.  Drawing 
in  the  back. 

^sculus  Glabra  and  ^sculus  HiProcASTANUM,  both 
cause  paral}i:ic  weakness.  The  latter  induces  hypereemia, 
with  numbness,  prickling,  tingling,  great  sacro-lumbar  pain  ; 
and  especially  a  paralytic  weakness  of  the  symphyses,  mak- 
ing locomotion  difficult  or  impossible.  It  may  be  that  the 
^Escul us  patient  must  display  also  irritation  of  the  mucous 
membranes,  catarrh,  gastric  disturbances  and  symptoms  of 
piles.  But  nervous  symptoms,  in  Dr.  Burt's  provings  at 
leiist,  were  the  first  to  appear. 

This  symptom  of  the  symphysis  calls  to  mind  a  much  pro- 
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founder  remedy  than  jICsCuIub.  We  refer  to  Argentum 
Nitricum.  Silver  impresses  the  nervous  system  most  pro- 
foundly. At  first,  it  irritates  the  sensory  nerves  and  in- 
creases reflex  excitability  somewhat  like  strychnia ;  but  soon 
paretic  symptoms  appear,  characterized  by  vertigo,  unsteady 
gait,  trembling,  headache,  etc.  His  legs  feel  weak  as  after 
a  long  [journey.  The  legs  jerk  during  sleep.  Pains  in  the 
small  of  the  back,  relieved  when  standing  or  walking.  The 
lumbar  region  feels  rigid,  as  if  put  on  the  stretch ;  paralytic 
heaviness.  Sacral  region  so  painful  that  blowing  or  sneez- 
ing makes  him  start.  Backache  on  rising  but  not  on  walk- 
ing.    Symphyses  weak,  loose,  as  if  they  would  give  way. 

Incoordination  is  present,  even  in  non-tabetic  cases.  In  a 
restless,  nervous  state,  he  fails  to  judge  of  distances,  and 
dodges  projecting  signs,  etc.  This  is  due  in  part  also  to  the 
dizziness,  which  is  constant.  He  staggers  in  the  dark  or 
when  the  eyes  are  closed.  He  is  depressed  in  mind,  gloomy, 
even  to  thoughts  of  suicide.  He  suffers  from  dull,  frontal 
headache,  with  nausea,  irritations  and  burning  in  the  stom- 
ach, with  great  prostration  and  restlessness.  The  heart 
beats  irregularly,  with  a  faint  feeling  in  the  prsecordia. 
Emotions  increase  the  palpitation. 

In  other  cases,  somewhat  akin  to  those  suggesting  silver. 
Arsenic  is  the  remedy.  We  must  not  neglect  Arsenic  in 
neuroses.  Its  irritating  effects  are  noticed  in  nervous  as  well 
as  in  other  tissues.  There  are  loss  of  strength  in  the  small  of 
the  back ;  pain  as  if  bruised ;  aching.  Starting  of  the 
limbs  when  falling  asleep.  Legs  uneasy,  he  cannot  lie  still, 
reminding  us  of  the  fidgetiness  of  Zinc.  Legs  weak.  Feet 
feel  fuzzy,  numb  and  cold.  Distressing  general  weakness, 
disproportionately  severe.  Arsenic  affects  especially  the 
lower  portion  of  the  spine. 

This  fuzziness  suggests  another  drug,  Alumina.  Pain 
through  the  lower  vertebrae  as  from  the  thrust  of  a  hot  iron. 
Bruised  pain.  Legs  heavy,  he  can  scarcely  drag  them ; 
when  walking  he  staggers.     Nates  go  to  sleep  while  sitting. 
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Tension  in  legs.  Numbness  of  the  heel  on  stepping  upon 
the  foot.  Heaviness  of  the  feet.  Soles  pain,  when  step- 
ping upon  them,  as  though  they  were  soft  and  swollen. 

Rectum  inactive  as  if  paralyzed.  Urine  passes  when  urg- 
ing to  stool — a  very  unphysiological  condition,  but  very 
characteristic  of  the  remedy. 

Bonninghausen  cured  several  cases  of  undoubted  locomo- 
tor ataxia  with  Aluminium.  But  the  drug  is  also  applicable 
to  neurasthenia.  Dr.  T.  F.  Allen  records  cures  with  Alum- 
ina. His  patients  were  drowsy,  with  unconquerable  disposi- 
tion to  lie  down.  Impaired  co-ordination.  Loss  of  con- 
tractile power  of  the  bowel,  with  lack  of  secretion  and  ten- 
dency to  rupture  of  the  haemorrhoidal  vessels.  Weak  blad- 
der. Fulminatory  pains.  Sudden  jerks  and  starts  from 
sleep. 

CoccuLUS  Indicus  causes  paralytic  pain  in  the  small  of 
the  back,  with  spasmodic  drawing  across  the  hips,  prevent- 
ing walking.  Knees  sink  under  him  from  weakness.  The 
soles  of  the  feet  go  to  sleep  while  he  sits,  with  sticking  as 
from  pins.  Attacks  of  paralytic  weakness,  with  pains  in 
the  back. 

There  is  in  Cocculus.  a  peculiar  combination  of  convulsive 
irritability  with  paralytic  weakness,  eminently  qualifying  the 
remedy  for  neurasthenia.  Like  Strychnine,  its  active  prin- 
ciple, Picrotoxine,  causes  tetanic  spasms.  But  respiration  is 
accelerated  by  the  latter,  not  from  spasms  of  the  respiratory 
muscles  only,  but  by  spasm  of  the  glottis;  and  there  is 
not  the  same  over-susceptibility  to  touch  in  the  two  poisons. 
In  the  Cocculus,  spasms  tend  more  directly  to  paralysis  than 
in  Strychinine ;  and  we  observe  a  speedily  developed  relaxa- 
tion of  tissues  as  shown  in  the  empty,  gone  feeling  in  all 
the  splanchnic  cavities. 

We  find  the  Cocculus  needed,  then,  when  any  loss  of 
sleep,  any  drain  on  the  mental  powers,  or  any  loss  of  fluids, 
leads  to  speedy  nervous  exhaustion,  combined  with  irritabil- 
ity.    Thus,  though  sleepy,  he  is  so  neryous  and  weak  he  can- 
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not  calm  his  braiu.     Though  very  tired,  he  is  too  restless  to 
keep  still. 

Gelsemium  is  a  priceless  boon,  the  introduction  of  which 
is  mainly  due  to  the  provings  made  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Morgan. 

It  causes  dull  pain  in  the  lumbar  and  sacral  regions. 
Weak  back.  Loss  of  muscular  control,  ending  in  complete 
motor  paralysis.  Every  little  exertion  causes  fatigue  of  the 
legs,  with  muscular  soreness.  The  patient  is  languid,  lisl^ 
less,  drowsy. 

In  protracted  sleeplessness  from  nervous  exhaustion,  it  dis- 
putes the  honors  with  Cocculus. 

The  various  preparations  of  Peruvian  Bark,  though  almost 
universally  abused,  nevertheless  are  of  inestimable  value  in 
anaemia  with  spinal  irritation  or  exhaustion.  No  remedy 
equals  China  in  weak  back  from  loss  of  animal  fluids,  espec- 
ially in  rapid  or  excessive  loss.  With  the  weakness  are  usu- 
ally evidences  of  over-sensitiveness  ;  excessive  tenderness  of 
the  surface,  making  the  least  touch  unendurable ;  senses 
morbidly  acute ;  restless  and  fidgety  despite  the  tiredness 
and  exhaustion. 

Chininum  Arsenicosum  caused  :  a  pressure  in  the  **  solar 
plexus  "  (usually  felt  only  after  eating  tough  meat  or  hard 
nuts,  of  which,  however,  the  prover  has  not  eaten)  extend- 
ing to  the  back,  where  it  changed  to  a  pinching  sensation ; 
spine  painfully  sensitive  to  touch  at  this  point.  Heart  as  if 
it  had  stopped ;  no  perception  of  its  beating.     Legs  weary. 

This  *' solar  pressure"  compares  with  the  well-known 
China  pressure,  and  seems  like  a  genuine  symptom.  The 
weak  heartis  a  very  common  accompaniment  of  neurasthenia 

Cinchoninum  Sulphuricum  acts  very  much  like  Chininum 
Sulphuricum.  Both  seem  to  cause  more  sensitivess  of  the 
upper  than  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  spine.  But  both 
endured  bruised  soreness  and  weakness  of  the  legs. 

Chininum  Sulphuricum,  according  to  the  confirmed  prov- 
ings of  Otto  Piper,  causes  an  excellent  picture  of  neuras- 
thenia :  Despondency.     Aversion  to  mental  labor.     Mental 
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confusioiiy  lustreless  eyes  ;  dim  vision  ;  sensitive  to  the  glare 
of  light.  Noises  in  the  ears.  Sickly  expression  of  the 
epigastrium  from  flatus;  abdomen  distended.  Difficult 
stool  from  inertia.  Urine  contained  phosphates.  Sexual 
depression.  Oppression  of  the  chest  with  tenderness  of 
third  dorsal  vertebra.  Sticking  in  the  apex  of  the  heart. 
Sensitiveness  of  the  last  cervical  and  first  dorsal  vertebrse ; 
dorsal  most  sensitive  during  the  chill.  Limbs  weak,  feel 
bruised,  feel  numb  and  trembling  on  slight  exertion.  Sen- 
sation during  stool  as  if  drops  of  fluid  passing  from  right 
hand  to  shoulder.  Emaciation.  Weak  and  dull  after  a 
siesta.  Excessive  general  sensitiveness  of  the  body-  Sleep 
unrefreshing.  Sleepless.  Chill,  with  tender  dorsal  spine. 
Heat  of  the  face. 

The  only  evidence  that  the  drug  causes  sensitiveness  of 
the  lumbar  vei-tebras  is  contained  in  the  remark  by  the  prover 
that  during  chill  the  dorsal  vertebra)  are  more  sensitive  than 
either  the  cervical  or  the  lumbar. 

Finally,  the  sort  of  pain  experienced  is  sometimes  of  im- 
portance. The  pains  of  neurasthenia  simulate  those  of 
ataxia,  but  are  transient,  usually  less  severe,  and  referred  to 
the  lumbo-sacral  region  only.  Ipom(Ea  helps,  especially 
when  they  provoke  nausea ;  Sulphur  when  there  are  trans- 
verse stitches ;  Natrum  Mur.  with  cutting  through  the  back  ; 
Zinc,  cutting  down  into  the  legs ;  Sepia,  pains  go  around 
like  Pulsatilla,  Berberis,  etc.,  or  down  the  thighs  ;  Gelsem- 
lUiM,  when  there  is  severe  pain  extending  into  the  hips. 
Bruised  sensation  is  common  to  nearly  all.  Tension  is 
marked  in  Zinc^  Nux,  Sulphur,  Natrum  Mur.  and  Valerian ; 

while  sensation  of  a  band  is  very  characteristic  of  Pulsatilla. 

The  lumbar  spine  is  sensitive  in  Phosphorus,  Agarigus, 
Bryonia,  Lycopod.,  Pulsatilla,  Sepia^  Arsenic^  Alumi" 
nia. 

Those  who  suffer  from  lumbar  weakness  should  avoid  tea, 
as  it  tends  to  increase  the  disease. — Hah.  Monthly. 
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FEMALE  STUDENTS  AND  MEDICAL*  EDUCATION. 


BY   DR   W.    A.    EDMONDS,    ST.    LOUIS. 


Certain  subjects  have  either  a  real  or  fictitious  quality  of 
sensitiveness,  which  make  them  difficult  of  approach,  with- 
out giving  real  or  imaginary  ground  of  complaint.  Prob- 
ably no  group  of  topics  possesses  these  peculiarities  to  a 
greater  extent  than  that  which  pertains  to  the  personal, 
social,  commercial  and  professional  welfare  of  woman.  It 
is  justly  the  proud  and  chivalric  boast  of  an  advanced  civili- 
zation, that  she  has  been  elevated  from  her  state  of  degreda- 
tion  in  barbaric  times  to  her  true  and  just  position  in  the  so- 
cial scale.  Civilization  without  woman  in  her  true  estate 
would  be  as  the  universe  without  vitality,  a  body  without  a 
soul,  a  sun  without  rays,  a  diamond  without  light,  a  rose 
without  tint  or  odor.  Take  her  place  and  influence  from 
the  social  domain  and  a  void  is  left  which  the  gold  of  Ophir, 
the  magician's  wand,  and  the  lamp  of  Aladdin,  if  in  the 
real  exercise  of  their  supposed  powers,  could  not  refill.  Blot 
out  of  "the  social  element  the  endearing  relations  of  mother, 
sister,  wife,  daughter,  and  there  results  a  social  and  personal 
desolation  to  the  race,  the  depth  and  breadth  of  which  the 
most  fervid  imagination  would  fail  to  compass.  Recogniz- 
ing and  appreciating,  as  we  do,  most  heartily  her  many  beau- 
tiful graces  and  her  indispensible  place  in  humanity's  des- 
tiny, and  congratulating  her,  as  we  do,  with  equal  heartiness 
upon  her  elevation  from  barbaric  servitude  and  degredation 
to  hei*  present  one  of  true  nobility  and  domestic  sweetness, 
we  take  the  liberty  in  her  behalf  of  raising  the  warning  note 
that  certain  things  are  being  attempted  by  her,  and  by  many 
of  her  gallant  devotees  of  the  opposite  sex,  of  a  very  ques- 
tionable and  even  perilous  nature  as  to  their  influence  upon 
her  peculiar  charms  and  legitimate  influence. 
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To  be  plain,  I  have  in  my  mind,  and  as  the  subject  of  this 
paper,  the  propriety,  or  rather  impropriety,  of  woman's 
medical  education  in  colleges  with  male  professors  and  in 
the  presence  of  male  students.  That  there  is  a  certain 
sphere  of  duties  in  the  profession  she  may  safely  perform, 
and  properly  be  entrusted  with,  is  not  now  a  question.  And 
that  she  should  have  a  comprehensive  course  of  educational 
preparation  to  fit  her  for  the  discharge  of  professional  duty, 
a  course  quite  as  comprehensive  and  complete  as  that  in- 
tended for  male  students,  is  equally  beyond  question.  But 
the  point  we  make  is,  that  her  education  should  take  place  in 
a  college  devoted  exclusively  to  the  medical  education  of 
women-,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  under  the  direction  of  female 
teachers.  We  undertake  to  affirm  that  no  woman  with  those 
qualities  of  modesty,  purity  and  moral  sensibiilty — qualities 
which  constitute  the  the  chief  charm  of  womanly  character — 
can  ever  pass  the  ordeal  of  the  class  room,  the  dissecting 
room  and  the  clinic  in  the  presence  of  male  students  without 
occasional  feelings  of  extreme  anguish  and  distress,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  perilous  risk,  that  habit  and  experience  may 
so  far  blunt  sensibility  as  to  alleviate  the  pain  which  every 
modest  woman  should  feel  under  the  trying  ordeal. 

Further,  the  woman  who  can  undergo  all  the  phases  aud 
experience  of  medical  college  education  in  the  presence  of 
male  students  without  pain  and  wounded  sensibilities  is  unfit, 
mentally,  and  morally,  to  enter  the  portal  of  a  profession 
whose  practitioners  must  necessarily  have  so  much  to  do 
with  that  sanctity  of  individual  and  domestic  life,  upon  the 
preservation  of  which  the  welfare  of  society  so  constantly 
hinges. 

Still  further,  male  students  who  have  not  lost  their 
veneration  and  sensibility  in  regard  to  motherhood  and  sis- 
terhood ai'e  pained  and  embarrassed  by  the  presence  of 
women  in  the  class,  and  we  are  constrained  to  fear  that  no 
male  student  ever  leaves  college,  after  a  winter's  experience 
in  the  presence  of  female  students,  with  the  same  elevated 
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appreciation  of  womanly  champs  and  graces  which  he  enter 
tains  before  such  experience.  Again,  we  think  we  draw  the 
case  mildly  in  stating  the  bare  possibility  that  the  peculiar 
miscellany  necessarily  existing  in  medical  college  life  with  a 
mixed  class  as  to  sex,  may  now  and  then  result  in  certain 
equivocal  relationships,  neither  creditable  to  college  charac- 
ter or  the  moral  and  social  status  of  individuals. 

In  conclusion,  I  congratulate  the  Homoeopathic  Medical 
College  of  Missouri  upon  its  wisdom  and  courage  in  deciding 
that  in  the  future  no  more  female  matriculants  will  be  ac- 
cepted. The  college  will  continue  to  fulfil  its  duties  and 
obligations  to  those  who  have  heretofore  entered  upon  a 
course  of  study,  but  iu  the  future  will  accept  no  application 
for  matriculation  from  female  students.  The  conclusion  has 
been  reached  after  mature  deliberation  and  experience,  and 
the  rule  can  now  safely  be  enforced  without  serious  hardship 
to  any,  as  colleges  are  already  in  successful  operation  for  the 
exclusive  use  of  female  students. 


AN  OBSTETRICAL  CASE. 


BY  E.    A.    D£    GAILHOL,   M.    D.,    ST.    LOUIS,   MO. 


In  July,  1881,  I  was  called  to  assist  Mrs.  S.  P ,  a 

young  lady  of  about  30  years  of  age,  in  her  first  confine- 
ment.    Mrs.  P is  a  fine  looking,  dark  brunette ;  well 

built,  very  timid,  with  a  nervous  constitution,  but  was  full 
of  apprehension  regarding  the  coming  ordeal.  Having  been 
engaged  a  month  before  by  her  husband  to  assist  her,  I  took 
the  opportunity  to  measure  her  pelvis — ^which  I  always  do — 
a  precaution  which  I  would  recommend  to  young  obstetricians. 

The  antero-posterior  diameter  was  three  inches,  and  the 
transverse  four  and  a  half. 
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After  this  examination,  I  advised  her  to  walk  out  doors 
©very  evening,  knowing  how  such  exercise  facilitates  labor. 
In  other  respects,  so  far,  nothing  was  wrong.  Speaking 
about  the  nurse,  the  husband  interrupted  me  by  saying  that 
himself  and  his  mother  would  attend  to  the  nursing. 

The  day  that  I  was  called  was  fearfully  oppresive  on  ac- 
count of  the  heat ;  her  room  was  exposed  to  the  sun ;  she 
objected  to  opening  the  windows,  fearing  the  passers-by 
would  hear  or  see  her ;  in  fact,  she  was  fidgety  about  every- 
thing. The  husband  had  gone  on  the  eve  of  that  day  to  a 
neighboring  town  on  business,  and  she  was  under  the  exclu- 
sive care  of  an  inexorable  mother-in-law,  whose  manner 
tended  much  to  alarm  her.  I  soon  detected  this  state  of 
things. 

Under  such  unfavorable  circumstances,  labor  was  very 
slow  ;  besides  there  was  rigidity  of  the  os  and  perineum.  I 
prescribed  some  anti-spasmodic  and  went  out.  It  was  only 
by  the  middle  of  the  following  night  that  the  labor  really 
commenced  to  progress  in  the  right  way.  At  3  o'clock  a. 
M.  the  OS  was  properly  open,  and  I  was  able  to  distinguish 
the  position  of  the  child's  head  perfectly,  when  a  suspicious, 
dark  looking  fluid,  commencing  to  ooze  from  the  vagina, 
was  for  me  an  indication  of  something  wrong  requiring  my 
intervention  for  the  sake  of  the  child,  which  I  knew  to  be 
alive.  Putting  my  patient  under  an  aneesthetic,  I  applied 
the  forceps  and  brought  the  child's  head  out  of  the  vulva, 
which  was  accompanied  with  much  of  that  dark  looking, 
but  not  offensive  fluid.  To  my  great  surprise,  when  I 
helped  the  child  to  pass  the  shoulders,  I  saw  that  the  section 
of  the  umbilical  cord  had  taken  place  by  some  kind  of 
ulceration. 

The  removal  of  the  placenta,  on  account  of  adhesion, 
gave  me  much  trouble,  and  was  followed  by  a  post-partum 
hemorrahage,  that  finally  yielded,  with  ergot  and  the  use 
of  my  favorite  old  hobby — the  lemon,  squeezed  into  the 
womb. 
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The  child  was  strong,  but  pallid  and  thin,  with  the  differ- 
ent bones  of  the  head  very  moveable.  The  mother  being 
very  healthy,  I  expected  that  the  child  would  pick  up  with 
her  breast ;  in  fact,  two  days  after  she  had  them  very  full, 
even  too  much,  for  the  weak  child  was  a  moderate  feeder. 
Unfortunately,  the  next  night  the  unfortunate  mother,  moan- 
ing constantly  about  her  breast,  and  preventing  her  mother- 
in-law  from  sleep,  the  latter,  in  order  to  quiet  her,  applied 
to  them  a  camphorated  unguentum,  and  also  a  large  poultice 
of  parsley,  which  resulted  in  a  very  short  time  in  a  complete 
suppression  of  the  secretion  of  the  milk.  I  tried  to  feed  the 
child  artificially  with  condensed  milk,  goat's  milk,  etc.,  but 
the  child  kept  sinking,  and  finally,  after  two  months  and  a 
half  of  the  best  care,  died  of  marasmus. 

In  this  case  the  interesting  points  are  these : 

1st.  How  and  when  had  the  umbilical  cord  been  severed? 

2nd.  How  long  is  a  child  in  utero  able  to  live  in  that  con- 
dition ? 

To  answer  the  first  question,  I  will  say  we  only  can  judge 
by  probabilities.  Here  the  examination  of  this  cord,  after 
delivery,  showed  that  the  severing  looked  as  if  it  had  been 
effected  by  ulceration.  Only  about  five  inches  of  it  remain- 
ed at  the  navel.  The  end  of  it  was  very  thin  and  f liable. 
The  rest,  attached  to  the  placenta,  was  also  very  thin ;  the 
blood  vessels  emptied  and  closed.  The  patient  told  me  after- 
ward that  sixteen  or  twenty  days  before  her  delivery,  her 
mother.in-law  requested  her  to  put  up  fine  curtains  to  her 
windows  in  order  that  her  room  might  look  well.  She 
obliged  her,  and  having  placed  a  table  near  the  windows  and 
a  chair  on  the  table,  by  some  awkward  motion  she  feU  on  the 
floor,  and  since  that  time  she  felt  some  uneasiness. 

Can  the  severing  of  the  umbilical  cord  be  attributed  to 
that  accident?  Had  the  severing  been  sudden,  or  only  pro- 
gressive, and  finally  through  the  ulcerating  process.  That  is 
and  will  be  the  mystery. 

About  the  second  question.     I  cannot  solve  the  problem. 
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being  under  the  impression  that  a  child  cannot  live  if  the 
connection  with  the  mother  is  iuteiTupted.  I  never  heard 
or  read  anything  like  the  above  case.  If  others  can  explain, 
I  should  be  very  thankful  to  them  to  let  me  know  it  for  my 
instruction .-r—/Sot*^Aern  Clinic, 


CONVALLAEIA  MAJALIS.— A  NEW  REMEDY   FOR 

HEART  DISEASE. 


BY  E.  P.  IIURD,  M.  D  ,    IN   THE   NEW  YORK   MEDICAL   RECORD. 


EXPERIMENTS   ON    ANIMALS. 

A  drop  of  the  extract  of  the  flowers,  brought  in  contact 
with  the  naked  heart  of  the  frog^  arrests  the  action  of  that 
organ  in  about  two  minutes.  The  same  result  is  obtained 
when  the  medicament  is  introduced  under  the  skin.  The 
ConvaUaria  is  then  a  poison,  which,  like  Digitalis,  Upas 
antiar,  Erythrophleum,  arrests  the  heart  in  systole.  In  the 
case  of  the  dog,  four  drops  of  the  extract,  injected  into  a 
vein,  causes  death  in  ten  minutes  by  arrest  of  the  heart. 
The  heart  is  first  slowed,  and  respiration  quickened ;  then 
the  heart's  action  becomes  iiregular,  and  the  pulsations  be- 
come faint  and  very  rapid ;  the  blood-pressure  first  aug- 
ments and  then  is  lowered,  the  respirations  become  slower 
and  slow^er,  the  heart's  action  ceases,  pressure  falling  to  zero, 
and  the  respiratory  movements  cease  in  their  turn.  The 
excito-moto  power  of  the  nerves  and  nerve-centei's  is  unaf- 
fected. The  excitability  of  the  pneumogastric  is  weakened, 
not  destroyed.     No  diuretic  affects  were  observed  in  the  dog. 

CLINICAL   OBSERVATIONS. 

Professor  See  reports  twenty  cases,  occurring  in  hospital 
and  city  practice,  in  which  the  effects  of  the  ConvaUaria 
were  noted.  Five  were  cases  of  mitral  insufficiency ,  char- 
acterized by  want  of  rhythm  (**arythmie''),  cedema  of  the 
limbs,  dyspnoea,  inability  to  ascend  stairs,  asystolism  more 
or  less  pronounced.  The  extract  of  ConvaUaria  majalis  was 
given  in  doses  of  one-half  gram  (in  some  cases,  increased  to 
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one  gram)  daily,  and  to,  tticse  five  patients  with  marked 
benefit.  The  heart's  action  became  stronger  and  more  regu- 
lar, the  breathing  became  better,  there  was  a  notable  in 
crease  in  the  urine,  and  the  condition  generally  of  the  patient 
was  improved.  In  all  these  cases  the  oedema  of  the  limbs 
disappeared  under  the  use  of  the  medicine.  The  si)cth  case 
was  one  of  mitral  constriction,  which  was  immediately  bene- 
fited.  There  was  a  speedy  improvement  in  the  pulse,  with 
n crease  of  urine  and  decrease,  finally  disappearance,  of  the 
oedema.  Two  cases  of  "  primitive  dilatation  of  the  heart  " 
were  treated  successfully  with  half  gram  doses  daily  of  the 
extract.  Several  cases  of  aortic  insuflSciency  were  relieved 
of  the  more  distressing  symptoms  by  the  same  remedy.  In 
three  cases  only  of  the  twenty  was  the  medicine  given  with- 
out success.  One  wjus  complicated  with  lead  poisoning ; 
another  was  too  far  advanced  for  any  remedy  to  tnke  effect ; 
the  third  was  a  case  of  atheromatous  disease  of  the  heart, 
Aorta.  and  aileries,  with  interstitial  nephritis ;  there  was  m 
this  patient  an  amelioration  for  a  few  days,  but  the  ameliorar- 
tion  was  not  persistent. 

Dr.  See's  conclusions  are  as  follows : 

First. — ^The  Convallaria^  majalis  constitutes  one  of  the 

most  important  cardiac  remedies  which  we  possess. 

Second. — In  the  form  of  the  aqueous  extract  of  the  entire 

plant  (which  is  a  very  convenient  way  of  giving  the  medi- 
cine), administered  in  the  dose  of  one-half  gram  to  one  and 
cue-half  grams  daily,  the  Convallaria  produces  on  the  heart, 
bloodvessels,  and  respiratory  organs,  effects  constant  and 
4[)onstantly  favorable,  to-wit :  slowing  of  the  beatings  of  the 
heart,  with  often  a  restoration  of  the  normal  rhythm,  and, 
00  the  other  hand,  augmentation  of  the  energy  of  the  heart, 
also  of  the  arterial  pressure ;  in  fine,  the  inspiratoiy  force 
is  increased,  and  the  besoin  de  respire?*  is  less  injurious,  less 

painful. 

Third. — ^The  effect  the  most  powerful,  the  most  constant, 
and  the  most  useful,  is  the  abundant  diuresis,  which  is  above 
all  things  essential  in  the  treatment  of  cardiac  dropsies. 
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Fourth. — The  therapeutic  hidicationa  are  summed  up  as 
follows : 

(a.)  In  palpitations,  resulting  from  a  state  of  exhaustion 
the  pneumogastric  nerves  (cardiac  paresia),  the  most  fre- 
quent source  of  palpitations. 

( 6. )  In  simple  cardiac  arythmia,  with  or  without  hypertro- 
phy of  the  heart,  with  or  without  lesions  of  the  orifices  or 
valves  of  the  heart. 

(c.)  In  mitral  constriction,  especially  when  it  is  accom- 
panied with  failure  of  compensation  on  the  part  of  the  left 
auricle  and  right  ventricle,  the  contractile  force  augments 
visibly  under  the  Convallaria,  as  the  sphygmograph  testifies. 

(rf.)  In  mitral  insufficiency ,  especially  when  there  are  pul- 
monary congestions,  and  when,  as  a  consequence,  there  is 
dyspnoea,  with  or  without  nervous  trouble  of  the  respiration. 

(e.)  In  Corrigan's  disease  the  peripheal  arterial  pulsations 
disappear,  the  respiration  becomes  markedly  restored.  In 
dilatation  of  the  left  ventricle,  without  compensatory  hyper- 
ti-ophy,  it  restores  energy  to  the  heart,  which  tends  to 
become  more  and  more  feeble  and  dilated. 

{/.)  In  dilatations  of  the  heart,  with  or  without  h3^r- 
trophy,  with  or  without  fatty  degeneration,  with  or  without 
sclerosis  of  the  musclar  tissue,  the  indications  of  the  Con- 
vallaria majalis  are  clear. 

{g.)  In  all  cardiac  affections  indifferently,  from  the  mo] 
ment  that  watery  infiltrations  appear,  the  Convallaria  has  an 
action  evident,  prompt  and  certain. 

(A.)  In  lesions  with  dyspnoea  the  effect  is  less  marked. 
To  combat  cardiac  d3^spnoea,  Convallaria  is  inferior  to  Mor- 
phia, and  especially  to  Iodine,  but  Morphia  suppresses  the 
urine,  and  the  preparations  of  Iodine  are  everyway  prefei-a- 
ble.  The  combination  of  Convallaria  majalis  with  Iodide  of 
potassium  in  the  treatment  of  cardiac  asthma  constitutes  one 
of  the  most  useful  methods  of  treatment.  Finally,  in  car- 
diopathies with  dropsy  the  Convallaria  surpasses  all  other 
remedies.  One  is  often  obliged  to  suspend  the  employment 
of  Digitalis  on  account  of  vomiting,  digestive  disturbances, 
oerebral  excitation,  and  dilatation  of  the  pupil,  which  it  so 
often  produces  after  a  prolonged  use  of  this  medicament,  etc. 

The  final  action  of  Digitalis  is  exhaustion  of  the  heart, 
increase  with  enfeeblement  of  the  heart's  pulsation — ^just 
the  opposite  effects  from  what  we  seek  when  we  give  the 
drug. 
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Convallaria  majalis  has  no  deleterious  effect  on  the  econ- 
omy, and  has  no  cumulative  action. 

I  have  lately  employed  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  preparation 
in  two  cases.  The  one  is  a  patient  suffereing  from  Corri- 
gan's  disease— partly  compensated.  He  is  incapacitated  for 
any  but  very  mederate  exercise ;  has  attacks  of  S3mcope, 
dyspnoea,  and  angina.  Though  he  has  taken  the  Conval- 
laria only  three  days,  he  has  been  entirely  free  from  his 
usual  faint  and  giddy  turns,  has  had  no  angina  pectoris,  and 
has  been  able  to  do  his  work  with  increased  comfort.  The 
other  is  a  case  of  aortic  and  mitral  insufficiency,  with  enor- 
mous dilatation  and  marked  asystolism.  There  is  dyspnoea, 
(orthopnceu)  from  pulmonary  stasis  and  hydrothorax,  some 
oedema  of  the  extremities,  vomiting  and  digestive  disturb- 
ance. This  patient  is  greatly  dependent  on  hyperdermics  of 
Morphia.  1  have  prescribed  the  fluid  extract  of  Convalla- 
ria, in  doses  of  five  drops  eveiy  hour.  So  far  the  effect 
has  been  gratifying.  There  is  more  force  in  the  cardiac 
pulsations,  and  in  the  pulse  at  the  wrist.  The  dyspnoea  is 
relieved.  The  quantity  of  urine  is  notably  augmented.  The 
patient  has  better  nights,  and  can  take  more  food.  I  do 
not  look  for  any  permanency  in  these  good  results  ;  granulo- 
fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart  is  evidently  far  advanced. 

August  30th. — Mrs.  C ,  the  patient  referred  to  in  the 

last  paragraph,  continues  to  improve  after  a  fortnight's  use 
of  the  new  remedy.  The  cardiac  contractions  are  slower 
and  more  friable,  the  dyspnoea  has  disappeared  with  the  pul- 
monary stasis  and  the  hydrothorax.  She  can  now  lie  down 
flat  on  her  back.  This  relief  has  been  coincident  with  a 
copious  diuresis,  commencing  the  third  day  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  medicine.  For  several  days  the  quantity  of 
urine  passed  during  twenty-four  hours  has  been  as  high  as 
sixty  ounces  (before  commencing  the  remedy  the  average 
(juantity  J9er  diem  was  eight  ounces).  The  dose  now  taken 
of  the  Convallaria  majalis  is  twelve  drops  every  four  hours. 
For  a  while  I  was  able  to  suspend  the  Morphine  injection 
(one  grain  subcutaneously),  but  latterly  I  have  been  obliged 
to  resume  it  on  account  of  the  return  of  the  angina,  from 
which  she  has  long  been  a  sufferer.  It  is  evident  that  the 
Convallaria  has  done  all  that  any  remedy  could  be  expected 
to  do  in  this  ease,  as  atheromatous  changes  in  the  nutrient 
vessels  of  the  heart  are  more  than  probable. 
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Suprapubic  Lithotomy.    By  Wm.  Tod  Helmuth,  M.  D. 

This  work  is  one  of  the_most  creditable  books  ever  published  by  a 
surgeon  of  the  Homooeopathlc  school.  It  is  replete  with  valuable  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  of  which  it  treats,  and  is  illustrated  by  lithographic 
plates  and  engravings  taken  from  sketches  by  the  author.  Dr.  Helmuth 
has  the  faculty  of  plainly  expressing  his  thoughts  with  the  pencil  as  well 
as  with  the  pen,  or  by  word  of  mouth ;  and  in  this  volume  we  see  the 
"hand  writing  on  the  wall."  The  discussion  of  the  subject,  its  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages,  is  very  clearly  presented  by  an  enthusiast,  but 
his  enthusiasm  does  not  overshadow  his  better  judgment,  as  is  often  the 
case  with  zealous  workers.  That  this  method  of  lithotomy  is  as  practi- 
cable and  valuable  as  the  medium,  or  lateral,  or  bi-latcral,  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  That  it  is  the  only  mode  of  operating  that  holds?  out  any  proba- 
bility of  success  in  a  certain  class  of  cases,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  That 
under  circumstances  favorable  to  cases  to  which  it  is  adapted  it  is[*8afer 
than  any  other  operation,  there  is  no  doubt.  But  the  great  difficulty  lies 
in  selecting  the  proper  ones.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  before  operating 
whether  there  is  sufficient  room  between  the  pubcs  and  abdomino-vesical 
fold  to  effect  an  opening  into  the  bladder  large  enough  to  extract  a  calcu- 
lus without  injury  to  the  peritoneum,  or  not,  especially  in'elderly "subjects 
in  whom  we  find  the  bladder  more  of  a  pelvic  than  abdominal  organ. 
Other  things  being  equal,  this  can  safely  be  done  in  childhood,  as  we  then 
find  the  position  of  the  bladder  the  reverse  of  what  is  seen  in  advanced 
life,  more  of  an  abdominal  than  pelvic  organ.  But  the  experiments  made 
by  the  author  on  the  cadaver  appear  to  show  that  in  the  majority  of  cases 
in  middle  age,  and  often  in  old  age,  there  is  room  enough  to^incise  the  vis- 
cus  [sufficiently  for  ^tbe  easy  extraction  of  a  stone  which  could  not  be  re- 
moved by  the  usual  methods,  by  reason  of  its  large  size.  There  is  another 
advantage^lWhich  this  operation  possesses  over  all  others,  which-  might 
have  been  stated  by  the  author,  and  that  is  in  those  eases  wherela  tight 
stricture  of  the  urethra  exists  with  lithlasis,  through  which  no  bougie, 
however  small,  can  be  passed,  and  which  forbids  a  lateral  or  median  oper- 
ation, can  be  treated  by  passing  the  bougie  through  the  stricture  from  be- 
hind forward  after  the  stone  is  extracted,  which  may  be  more  easily  done 
than  from  before  backwards.  In  whatever  plan  of  operating  the  surgeon 
eleets  there  will  be  more  or  less  shock  to  the  system.  If  shock  is  meas- 
ured by  the  extent  and  part  of  surface  eut,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
there  will  be  less  in  the  sufrapubic  mode,  where  only  integument,  abdomi- 
nal and  bladder  wall  have  been  divided,  than  there  would  be  when  the  knife 
ploughs  through  such  vital  organs  as  those  encountered  in  the  perineal 
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region.  The  operation  itself  is  the  smallest  feature  in  the  case.  Tme,  If 
is  important  that  it  be  done  properly,  yet  the  after  treatment  if*  by  no 
*  mean  of  less  importance.  The  author  has  very  carefully  given  the  details 
of  the  treatment  pursued  iu  his  cases,  and  in  chapter  Y  gives  still  further 
instructions  regarding  the  after  management,  which  will  be  found  very 
useful  to  the  operator.  For  this  excellent  book  Dr.  Helmuth  deserves  the 
thanks  of  the  entire  profession,  and  to  him  we  give  them  unstintedly.  We 
hope  every  libraay  in  the  homoeopathic  world  will  contain  it,  and  in  this 
manner  show  an  appreclatihn  of  his  faithful  and  deser\ing  labors.  The 
book  is  issued  from  the  publishing  house  of  Boericke  &  Tafel  and  is  a 
credit  to  them.  S.  B.  Pabsons. 

Thk  Grand  Army  Magazinr.    February  number,  1883. 

This  number  appears  will  filled  with  agreeable  rcadmg  matter,  one  of 
the  articles  being  from  the  pen  of  our  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  A.  S.  Everett, 
of  Denver,  entitled  ''Abraham  Lincoln  — the  Christian,"  in  which  he  re- 
views the  life  and  character  of  the  President,  and  from  incidents  connected 
therewith  concludes  he  '*  was  an  humble  Christian."  The  magazine  is 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Transactions  of  thk  Thirty-Fifth  Session  of  thk  Amrkican  Ik 

STITUTE   OF   HoMCEOPATHY. 

Like  its  late  predecessors  this  volume  appears  in  tine  form,  and  full  of 
good  practical  papers  and  discussions.  But  it  is  more  than  the  preceding 
volumes:  it  is  in  better  print,  better  puper,  and  containing  a  better  collec- 
tion of  reading  material.  Some  of  the  essays  are  worthy  a  high  place  in 
any  medical  archives  In  the  world  of  nations.  For  clear  and  pure  reason- 
ing, for  strictly  logical  deductions,  for  good,  sound,  practical  common 
sense  on  every-day  topics,  they  have  no  superiors,  and  we  prayerfully  com- 
mit them  to  the  perusal  of  the  members  of  the  "  code  "  for  evidence  of 
"  ignorant  pretenders." 

The  Pharmagop<eia  of  the  United  States  of  America.    Wm.  Wood 
&  Co.,  1882. 

This  volume  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  edition  published  in  1878. 
It  contains  250  new  articles  added  to  the  list,  and  dropped  out  229  as  un- 
worthy a  place  in  the  druggist^s  armamentarium.  The  metric  system  is 
scarcely  noticed.  Th^ ending  of  Latin  names  of  alkoloids  in  ia^  has  been 
changed  to  end  in  ina.  As  arranged,  it  will  compel  druggists  to  acquire  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  pharmacy,  as  none  but  those  who  have  made  the  sub- 
ject a  careful  study  can  follow  its  directions.  This  is  a  healthy  sign,  to  the 
sick  public  surely.  The  question  of  dose  is  rigidly  excluded.  *<All  doses 
shall  be  omitted  from  the  PharmacopcQia."  The  reason  for  doing  this  Lb, 
perhaps,  due  to  the  very  modem  practice  of  druggists  formulating  their 
medicines  in  such  small  doses,  that  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  keep 
them  up  to  the  required  standard.  In  general  principles  it  has  also  been 
considerably  changed,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  test  of  purity 
for  chemicals,  mode  of  preparation  and  directions  for  keeping  and  pre- 
serving drugs.  Like  all  works  from  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  it  is  nicely  printed 
and  nicely  bound. 
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COMMENCKMKNT  EXJEKCISKS  OF  THE  HOM<£OPATIIIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGE 

OF  Missouri. — A  large  and  fashionable  audience  attended  the  Commence- 
ment Exercises  of  the  Homcepathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri,  which 
were  held  on  the  evening  of  March  1st,  at  Pickwick  Hall.  Bishop 
Robertson  invoked  the  divine  blessing,  after  which  Dr.  C.  W.  Spaulding, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  a  few  well-selected  remarks,  pre- 
sented the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  to  Alex.  P.  Stewart,  Oxford, 
Miss.*,  James  C.  Boulson,  Tola,  Kas. ;  J.  6.  Guudlach,  Thco.  W.  Conzle- 
man,  St. Louis,  Mo.;  Walter  S.  Shotwell,  Mrs.  Belle  Shotwell,  Minneapo- 
lis, Minn.;  Francis  W.  Pease,  Niantic,  HI.;  Charles  A.  Lynmn,  Steele  City> 
Neb.;  Isaac  P.  Lamb,  Paxton,  Ind. 

The  Ad  Eundum  was  conferred  uponEdmond  Doty,  Alton,  111.;  Eugene 
A.  Guilbert,  McGregor,  Iowa;  Solon  R.  Boynton,  Spartu,  111.;  George  W. 
Hodgens,  Claremont,  Mo.;  E.  K.  Shirley,  H.  W.  Taft,  Annie  D.  Chapman, 
Charlotta  Peters,  Fenoro  W.  Sargent,  E.  B.  Thomas,  J.  B.  Dickey,  L.  H. 
Dowllng,  St.  Louis;  Helen  M.  Cody,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

The  awarding  of  prizes  by  Prof.  Foulon  gave  him  an  opportunity  to 
import  some  good,  wholesome  advice  to  the  recipient**,  who  fully  realized 
the  magnitude  of  the  work  that  spread  out  in  one  vast  field  before  them. 
The  Eckel  gold  medal  and  Valentine  silver  medal,  were  won  by  Francis  W. 
Pease,  of  Niantic,  111.  Tlie  Uhlmeyer  prize  was  won  by  Theo.  W.  Conzel- 
man.  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  the  Kershaw  sliver  medal  was  given  to  J.  G. 
Gundlach,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Boquets  and  floral  offerings  were  abundantly 
best  wed  upon  the  newly-fledged  doctors  by  friends,  and  presented  to  them 
by  Prof.  Foulon,  accompanying  each  with  some  witty  speech.  The  Vale- 
dictory was  delivered  by  Prof.  L.  H.  Dowllng,  who  spoke  forty  minutes  on 
*'  Disturbing  of  the  Waters,"  In  medicine,  religion  and  law,  which  was 
'  duly  appreciated  |by  his  listeners.  Spierlng's  orchestra  enlivened  the 
occasion  with  some  choice  and  well  executed  music. 

1^0  >I0RE  Women.— At  the  annual  meeting  of  thie  Board  of  Trustees 
bf  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri,  It  was  resolved  that 
« hereafter  female  students  should  not  be  allowed  to  matriculate  in  this 
college."  Those  already  matriculates  will  be  permitted  to  continue  their 
studies  until  they  have  passed  a  final  examination. 

Report  of  Clinic  of  Hom<eopathic  Medical  College  of  Mis- 
souri, March  1,  1883. — ^Total  number  of  patients  at  last  report,  January 
31,  1883,  22,438;  total  for  Februai-y,  general  clinic,  421;  eye  and  ear,  29; 
surgery,  23;  grand  total,  22,911. 
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Drs.  Branstrup  and  Ockford  have  formed  a  co-partnership,  and 
opened  their  office  at  226  Second  street,  Vincennes,  Ind.  They  have 
recently  returned  from  a  tour  through  the  principal  hospitals  of  Vienna^ 
Berlin,  Paris,  London  and  New  York,  and  are  ready  to  do  battle  with  every 
form  of  disease,  from  a  colic  to  a  convulsion. 

Proceedings  of  the  Eighteentu  Annual  Session  of  teie  Hom- 
(EOPATnic  Medical  Society  of  Ohio,  1882. — ^Thls  volume  speaks  loudly  of 
a  healthy  society,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  Homceopathlc  physicians  of  Ohio. 
The  subjects  and  discussions  presented  are  well  written  and  interesting, 
and  show  that  the  authors  are  well  up  in  medical  lore. 

188  Franklin  St.,  Buffalo,  Jan.,  1883. 

Dear  Doctor: — ^The  Seventli  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Hom- 
oepathic  Oplitlmlmologicai  and  Otological  Society  will  be  held  at  Niagara 
Falls,  in  June.  Tbc  President  of  the  Society  is  especially  desirous  that 
the  meeting  be  an  interesting  and  profitable  one.  To  that  end  he  hopes 
that  a  large  nuuibor  of  i)ricf  but  practical  papers  may  be  presented,  em- 
bodying as  far  as  may  be  the  clinical  experience  of  the  members.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  on  the  day  previous  to  that  appointed  for  the  opening 
of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  so  that  there  may  be  no  con- 
flict of  interests.  Will  you  not  send  to  the  Secretary  the  topics  upon  which 
you  will  write,  so  that  the  programme  may  be  arranged  at  as  early  a  day 
as  possible.  F.  Park  Lewis,  Secretary. 

C.  H.  Vilas,  M.  D.,  President. 

In  the  March  number  of  the  New  England  Medical  Gazelle,  Dr.  I.  T 
Talbot,  or  Boston,  Mass.,  reports  a  case  of  suprapubic  lithotomy  for  the 
removal  of  a  piece  of  cixthetor  whfch  remained  in  the  bladder  after  with- 
drawal of  the  instrument.  The  patient  was  72  years  of  age,  broken  down 
in  health  and  spirits,  had  suffered  from  enlarged  prostate  and  cystitis  for 
some  years,  and  was  catherlzing  himself  when  the  accident  occurred. 
Dr.  Talbot  found  sufficient  room  in  the  suprapubic  triangle  to  o^n  the 
bladder  without  Injury  to  the  peritoneum.  The  case  resulted  unsuccess- 
fully. 

When  arsenicum,  phosphorus  and  other  remedies  fall  to  cure  psoriasis, 
borax  Cx  and  12x  may  succeed. 


City  practice  of  $6,000  a  year  in  the  prettiest  city  in  Texas;  popula- 
tion. 15,000  and  iucreasing;  society  excellent,  a  great  many  Northern  and 
Eastern  people;  good  location  for  catarrhal,  pulmonary  and  rheumatic 
affections ;  practice  amongst  the  best  citizens  and  readily  transferable. 
Price,  including  office,  fixtures  and  medicines,  $1,000.  Satisfactory 
reasons  for  selling.    Address,  X,  care  of  this  journal. 
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PHILO  G.  VALENTINE,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Editor. 
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November  27,  1882. 
Dr.  Collisson  reported  two  cases  of  Dysmenorrhoea : 

Dr.  Bahrenberg. — I  have  recently  treated  a  woman  with 
•hot  water  and  secale.  The  patient,  aged  about  30,  mother 
of  two  children,  was  taken  with  pain  and  flooding.  Exam- 
ination showed  a  large  mass  projecting  from  the  womb  into 
the  vagina.  I  kept  up  the  hot  water  and  8ecale  several  days 
when  the  whole  tumor  came  away  and  the  patient  recovered. 
I  have  checked  pain  and  flooding  in  two  other  patients  latelj' 
with  hot  water. 

Dr.  Cummings. — ^In  Dr.  Collisson' s  last  case  I  should  have 
tried  hot  water  injections.  Lachesis  or  crotalus  might  be 
indicated  by  the  hemorrhagic  diathesis. 

Dr.  Collisson. — I  used  hot  injections,  but  with  only  tem- 
porary relief.  Silicea  and  quinine  were  the  only  remedies 
that  ever  seemed  to  do  any  good. 

Dr.  Cummings. — The  symptom  of  flatulence  spoken  of 
is  one  of  interest  to  me,  and  I  should  like  to  know  of  some 
explanation  of  it.  It  is  present  in  many  different  complaints, 
as  those  of  the  liver  and  heart.  It  causes  a  great  deal  of 
annoyance,  and  I  would  like  to  know  of  some  means  of 
relieving  it.  I  think  a  solid  diet  of  some  benefit  One 
man  I  know  of  is  relieved  by  eating  beans.  He  has  kidney 
trouble. 
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Dr.  Collisson. — Flatulence  is  a  most  troublesome  symptom, 
and  I  would  like  some  light  upon  it.  I  could  never  relieve 
it  in  the  case  I  have  described. 

Dr.  Kent. — Some  years  ago  I  had  a  case  resembling  the 
last  one  described  by  Dr.  Collisson.  The  lady  was  of  the 
hemorrhagic  diathesis  and  had  hemorrhages  from  the  rectum. 
After  a  great  length  of  time  and  many  vain  attempts,  I 
cured  her  by  local  applications  of  iodoform.  No  other 
remedy  has  served  me  so  well  in  the  treatment  of  bleeding 
piles.  I  sometimes  use  it  now  in  as  high  as  the  ^  attenua- 
tion. I  had  a  patient  who  became  gray  from  irritable  uterus. 
When  she  recovered  her  hair  regained  its  color.  I  remem- 
ber that  Dr.  Richardson  had  a  patient  about  two  years  ago 
whose  hair  became  gray  at  every  menstrual  period.  I  have 
not  known  sexual  disorder  in  men  to  cause  gray  hair. 
Natmm  mur.  could  not  have  been  indicated  in  Dr.  Collisson's 
second  case.  When  it  is  indicated,  it  must  not  be  used 
lower  than  the       if  any  effect  is  expected. 

Dr.  Scott. — A  patient  of  mine  had  great  flatulence  from 
suppression  of  the  menses.  With  a  restoration  of  the 
menses  the  flatulence  ceased. 

Dr.  Valentine. — Why  did  not  Dr.  Collisson  examine  the 
vagina  and  uterus  ?  In  all  probability  there  is  something 
wrong  about  those  organs  that  might  be  relieved  if  a  clear 
diagnosis  could  be  arrived  at.  Borborygmus  results  from 
digestive  disturbances  that  may  attend  most  any  disorder. 
In  Dr.  Collisson's  second  case,  I  would  recommend  hama-- 
melis  and  e^'got  as  possible  remedies.  I  had  a  lady  who 
menstruated  through  both  passages.  I  was  able  to  restore 
the  functions  of  the  womb  so  that  discharge  from  the  rectum 
no  longer  occurred. 

Dr.  Collisson. — I  have  never  been  able  to  get  consent  to 
examine  the  vagina.  The  patient  and  her  mother  will  let 
me  examine  the  rectum  but  not  the  vagina. 

Dr.  Cumniings. — I  repeat  my  inquiry  for  some  means  of 
relief  for  borborygmus.     I  have  a  lady  suffering  with  it. 
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She  can  eat  no  meat,  and  frequently  has  painful  colic. 
Deep  pressure  over  the  stomach  causes  pain.  Another  has 
knotting  of  the  bowels  with  it.  Lycopodium  has  done  this 
patient  more  good  than  anything  else.  Dr.  de  Cailhol  de- 
scribed a  case  in  which  a  mechanical  obstruction  in  the  shape 
of  a  piece  of  comb  lodged  in  the  ileocoecal  valve  was  the 
cause  of  the  trouble. 

Dr.  Kent. — I  have  a  most  distressing  case  of  borboryg- 
naus.  The  patient  had  chronic  diarrhoea  for  fifteen  years. 
That  I  have  cured,  but  the  borboiygmus  continues.  It 
begins  in  the  evening  and  twists  and  rolls  for  a  good  share 
of  the  night.  China  carho  veg,<,  lye. y  aloes y  have  done  no 
good.  A  diet  of  dry  crackers  with  little  drink  helped  it 
some,  but  the  patient  cannot  get  along  on  that  diet. 

Dr.  Morgan. — The  anti-ferments  I  think  affords  most 
relief  for  flatulence.  Relief  must  be  temporary  unless  the 
dyspepsia  which  allows  a  fermentation  and  evolution  of  gas 
is  overcome.  If  proper  tone  can  be  given  to  the  digestive 
organs  unnatural  fermentation  will  no  longer  take  place.  In 
Dr.  CoUisson's  second  case  there  appears  to  be  a  mechanical 
lesion — ^prolapsus  ani.  The  hemorrhage  may  be  due  to  the 
tenesmus  and  irritation  which  that  condition  produces.  I 
have  cured  prolapsus  ani  with  morphia  suppositories.  The 
tenesmus  and  prolapsus  are  interdependent.  If  the  tenesmus 
is  relieved,  prolapsus  does  not  occur  and  the  congestion  of  the 
pails  subsides  and  absorption  of  redundant  tissue  will  take 
place.  I  think  aloes  would  be  a  good  remedy  to  give  inter- 
nally. Morphia  does  not  have  the  constipating  effect  of 
opiumy  and  I  have  been  able  to  allay  the  tenesmus  without 
binding  the  bowels. 

Dr.  Richardson. — ^I  think  I  have  known  of  as  many  as  a 
dozen  women  who  became  more  or  less  gray  during  men- 
struation. In  Dr.  CoUisson's  case,  the  little  tumors  he  spoke 
of  may  be  the  source  of  the  whole  invitation.  I  would 
remove  them,  and  I  think  dilate  the  anus.  I  have  some- 
times got  benefit  from  this  procedure :   Extract  of  logwoo 
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and  sima  rubra  arc  good  local  applications.  Acid  phosphate 
palliates  some  cases  of  borborygmus ;  glycerine  in  table- 
spoonful  doses  three  times  a  day,  will  others. 

Dr.  Bahrenberg. — Salicylic  acid  generally  relieves  flatu- 
lence in  my  practice.     Podophylum  does  sometimes. 

Dr.  Cummings. — I  have  tried  salicylic  acid  in  some  cases 
in  which  it  did  no  good. 

Dr.  Edmonds. — In  Dr.  CoUisson's  second  case  the  rectal 
trouble  was  in  the  beginning,  probably,  secondary  to  some 
uterine  disease,  but  it  may  have  become  independent.  -^«- 
cuius  might  be  a  remedy.  In  dysmenorrhoea  my  most  suc- 
cessful practice  has  been  to  give  viburnum  opulis  to  allay  the 
violence  of  the  attack,  and  actea  rac.  during  the  intervals 
between  menstruation.  Hot  water  injections  often  do  excel- 
lent service.  Borborygmus  indicates  digestive  disturbance. 
Hydrastis  and  veratrum  alb,  are  my  best  remedies.  Dyspep- 
sia is  divisible  into  two  classes — mucous  and  nervous. 

W.  B.  Morgan,  Secretary. 
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The  Seventh  Anni^l  Session  of  this  Society  was  held  in 
St  Louis,  on  the  1st  and  2d  of  March,  1883,  and  brought 
together  a  large  number  of  the  members  and  delegates  from  , 
cities  and  towns  in  Missouri.  Dr.  H.  W.  Westover,  of  St. 
Joe.,  occupied  the  chair,  clothed  in  the  garb  of  honor  and 
dignity,  and  conducted  the  meetings  in  his  usual  business- 
like and  energetic  way.  After  the  routine  of  roll-call  and 
other  preliminaries  which  attend  the  opening  of  a  conven-  J 

tion  had  been  transacted,  reports  from  the  bureaus  were 
read  and  discussed  in  a  lively  and  practical  manner.  The 
papers  presented  were : 

Some  hints  upon  the  Operation  for  Laceration  of  the 
Cervix  Uteri,  and  also  of  the  Perineum. — ^T.  G.  Comstock^ 
M.  D. 
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Perforations  of  the  Drum-Head. — J.  A.  Campbell,  M.D. 

Bites  of  Vicious  Animals. — J.  T.  Kent,  M.  D. 

Plastic  Surgery. — S.  B.  Parsons,  M.  D. 

Phimosis. — ^W.  D.  Foster,  M-  D. 

Medical  Ethics. — W.  B.  Morgan,  M.  D. 

A  few  Notes  on  some  Important  Subjects. — ^W.  S.  Cas- 
sidy,  M.  D. 

Medical  Education,  Medical  Ethics,  and  Medical  Legisla- 
tion.—D.  T.  Abell,  M.  D. 

Intermittent  Fever. — C.  C.  Wakefield,  M.  D. 

Thermo-Therapeutics. — J.  C.  Cummings,  M.  D. 

Brain  Fag. — J.  M.  Kershaw,  M.  D. 

Stomatitis  Gangrenosa. — ^W.  A.  Edmonds,  M.  D. 

Ventilation  while  Children  Sleep. — P.  G.  Valentine,  M.  D. 

Can  we  Save  the  Children? — ^Mrs.  Josie  Johnson,  M.  D. 

The  following  were  appointed  Chairmen  of  Bureaus  : 

Materia  Medica,  J.  C.  Cummings ;  Clinical  Medicine,  P. 
G.  Valentine ;  Paedology,  W.  A.  Edmonds ;  Otology  and 
Ophthalmology,  J.  A.  Campbell ;  Obstetrics,  W.  C.  Rich- 
ardson ;  Psychological  Medicine,  J.  M.  Kershaw ;  Legisla- 
tion, C.  J.  Burger ;  Surgery,  J.  T.  Kent;  Gynaecology,  W. 
J.  Harris ;  Chemistry,  L.  H.  Dowling. 

Officers  Elected. — ^President,  W.  A.  Edmonds,  St. 
Louis ;  Vice-President,  W.  D.  Foster,  Kansas  City,  Mo. ; 
Gen.  Secretary,  C.  J.  Burger,  Boonville,  Mo. ;  Prov.  Sec- 
retary, J.  A.  Campbell,  St.  Louis  ;  Ti*easurer,  P.  G.  Valen- 
tine, St.  Louis. 

Board  of  Censors. — D.  T.  Abell,  Sedalia,  M.o  ;  S.  B. 
Parsons,  St.  Louis ;  W.  J.  Harris,  St.  Louis. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


The  Legislature  of  our  State  has  recently  passed  a  bill 
creating  a  State  Board  of  Health,  of  which  the  following  is 
an  epitome : 
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An  act  creating  a  Board  of  Health  for  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, defining  its  powers  and  fixing  the  compensation  of  its 
officers.  Passed:  Ayes,  80;  noes,  23.  The  main  provis- 
ions of  the  bill  are  as  follows : 

The  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
shall  appoint  seven  persons,  who  shall  constitute  a  board, 
which  shall  be  styled  the  '*  State  Board  of  Health  of  Mis- 
souri." The  members  so  appointed  shall  hold  their  office 
for  a  term  of  seven  years,  provided,  however,  that  in  the 
first  appointments  under  this  act  four  of  such  members  shall 
hold  their  office  for  two  vears,  and  three  members  for  four 
years.  All  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board  shall  be  filled 
by  the  Governor,  and  when  the  Senate  is  not  in  session  will 
be  subject  to  confirmation  at  the  next  ensuing  session  of  the 
Senate. 

At  least  five  of  said  Board  shall  be  physicians  in  good 
standing,  and  of  recognized  professional  and  scientific  knowl- 
edge, and  graduates  of  reputable  medical  schools,  and  they 
shall  have  been  residents  of  the  State  for  at  least  five  years 
next  preceding  their  appointments :  Provided^  thai  in  the 
appointments  made  there  shall  be  no  discrimination  made 
against  the  dij^erent  systems  of  medicine  that  are  recognized 
as  reputable  by  the  laws  of  this  State. 

[The  italics  are  ours. — Ed.  C.  R.] 

Whenever  the  State  Board  of  Health  shall  be  satisfied 
that  any  malignant,  contagious  or  infectious  disease  exists  in 
any  city,  district,  or  part  of  the  country  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  endanger  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  part  of 
the  State  of  Missouri  having  direct  communication  with  such 
infected  city,  district  or  part  of  the  country,  said  Board 
shall  have  power,  by  a  majority  vote,  to  establish  quarantine 
regulations  against  such  infected  city  or  district,  and  may 
determine  and  regulate  to  what  extent  and  by  whom  any 
communication  or  business  transaction  with  such  infected 
city  or  district  may  be  had,  and  establish  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 
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Where  any  birth  or  death  shall  take  place,  no  phy- 
sician, surgeon  or  accoucheur  being  in  attendance,  the  same 
shall  be  reported  to  the  county  clerk  within  thirty  days 
from  the  date  of  the  occurrence  thereof,  with  supposed 
cause  of  death,  by  the  parent,  or  if  there  be  no  parent,  by 
the  nearest  of  kin,  not  a  minor,  or  if  there  be  no  kin,  by  the 
resident  householder  where  the  death  shall  occur,  under 
penalty  as  provided  in  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  and 
the  county  clerk  shall  record  the  said  report  in  proper  form^ 

The  meetings  of  the  Board  shall  be  in  January  and  July 
of  each  year,  and  at  such  other  time&  as  the  Board  shall 
deem  expedient.  The  meeting  in  January  of  each  year  shall 
be  held  in  the  City  of  Jefferson  and  three  members  shall 
constitute  a  quorum.  They  shall  choose  from  their  number 
a  president,  vice-president  and  secratary,  and  they  may 
adopt  rules  and  by-laws  for  their  government,  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

The  secretary  shall  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Board  and  this  act ;  he  shall  receive  his  trav- 
elling expenses  in  the  performance  of  his  official  duties. 
The  other  members  of  the  Board  shall  receive  no  compen- 
sation for  their  services  but  their  travelling  and  other  ex- 
penses while  employed  on  the  business  of  the  Board  shall 
be  paid. 

The  said  Board  of  Health  shall  take  cognizance  of  any 
fatal  diseases  which  may  be  prevalent  amongst  the  domes- 
tic animals  of  this  State,  and  ascertain  the  nature  and 
causes  of  such  disease,  and  shall,  from  time  to  time,  publish 
the  result  of  their  investigations,  with  suggestions  for  the 
proper  treatment  of  such  animal  as  may  be  affected,  and 
the  remedy  or  remedies  therefor. 

No  rule  or  regulation  adopted  by  this  Board  shall  be  legal 
or  binding  which  shall  be  in  conflict  with  any  law  of  the 
state,  or  any  ordinance  of  any  municipality  or  town  in  the 
State. 

The    sum    of    $6,000,   or    so    much    thereof    as    may 
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be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  pay  the  salary  of 
the  secretary,  meet  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of 
the  secretary,  and  the  expenses  of  the  Board  and  all  costs 
for  printing,  which  together  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  hereby 
appropriated.  Said  expenses  shall  be  certified  and  paid  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  salary  of  the  secretar}\ 


They  also  passed  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  pracic  e 
of  medicine  and  surgery,  which  reads  as  follows : 

AN  ACT. 


TO   REGULATE   THE   PRACTICE   OF   MEDICINE   AND   SURGERY  IN 

THE    STATE   OF   MISSOURI. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assenibly  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri as  follows  : 

Section  1 .     Every  person  practicing  medicine  and  sur-  ' 

gery,  in  any  of  their  departments,  shall  possess  the  qualifi- 
cations required  by  this  act.  If  a  graduate  of  medicine,  he 
shall  present  his  diploma  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  for 
verification  as  to  its  genuineness.  If  the  diploma  is  found 
to  be  genuine,  and  the  person  named  therein  be  the  person 
claiming  and  presenting  the  same,  the  State  Board  of  Health 
shall  issue  its  certificate  to  that  effect,  signed  by  at  least  five 
of  the  members  thereof,  and  such  diploma  and  certificate 
shall  be  deemed  conclusive  as  to  the  right  of  the  la\i^ul 
holder  of  the  same  to  practice  medicine  in  this  State.     If  I 

not  a  graduate,  Ihe  person  practicing  medicine  in  this  State,  . 

shall  present  himself  before  said  Board  and  submit  himself  i 

to  such  examination  as  the  said  Board  shall  require,  and  if 
the  examination  be  satisfactory  to  the  examiners,  the  said 
Board  shall  issue  its  certificate  in  accordance  with  the  facta, 
and  the  lawful  holder  of  such  ceitificate  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  herein  mentioned. 

Sec.  2.  *  The  State  Board  of  Health  shall  issue  certifi- 
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cates  to.  all  who  shall  furnish  satisfactory  proof  of  having 
received  diplomas  or  licenses  from  legally  chartered  medi- 
cal institutions  in  good  standing,  of  whatever  school  or  sys- 
tem of  medicine ;  they  shall  prepare  two  forms  of  certifi- 
■cates,  one  for  persons  in  possession  of  diplomas  or  licenses, 
the  other  for  candidates  examined  by  the  Board  }  they  shall 
furnish  to  the  county  clerks  of  the  several  counties  a  list  of 
all  persons  receiving  certificates  :  Provided^  That  nothing  in 
this  act  shall  authorize  the  Board  of  Health  to  make  any 
-discrimination  against  the  holders  of  genuine  licenses  or 
diplomas  under  any  school  or  system  of  medicme. 

Sec.  3.  Said  State  Board  of  Health  shall  examine  diplo- 
mas as  to  their  genineness,  and  if  the  diploma  shall  be  found 
genuine  as  represented,  the  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  shall  receive  a  fee  of  one  dollar  from  each  graduate 
or  licentiate,  and  no  further  char&re  shall  be  made  to  such 
applicant ;  but  if  it  be  found  to  be  f radulent,  or  not  law- 
fully owned  by  the  possessor,  the  Board  shall  be  entitled  to 
charge  and  collect  twenty  dollars  of  the  applicant  presenting 
i^uch  diploma  ;  the  verification  of  the  diploma  shall  consist  in 
the  affidavit  of  the  holder  and  applicant ;  that  he  is  the  lawful 
possessor  of  the  same,  and  that  he  is  the  person  therein 
named ;  such  affidavit  may  be  taken  before  any  person 
authorized  to  administer  oaths,  and  the  same  shall  be  attested 
under  the  hand  and  official  seal  of  such  officer,  if  he  have  a 
seal.  Graduates  may  present  their  diplomas  and  affidavits 
AS  provided  in  this  act,  by  letter  or  by  proxy,  and  the  State 
Board  of  Health  shall  issue  a  certificate  as  though  the  owner 
of  the  diploma  was  present. 

Sec.  4.  All  examination  of  persons  not  graduates  or 
licentiates  shall  be  made  directly  by  the  Board,  and  the  cer- 
tificates given  by  the  Board  shall  authorize  the  possessor  to 
practice  medicine  and  surgery  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Sec.  5.  Every  person  holding  a  certificate  from  the  State 
Board  of  Health  shall  have  it  recorded  in  the  office  of  the 
•comity  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  he  resides,  and  the 
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record  shall  be  endorsed  thei'eon  ;  any  person  removing  to- 
another  county  to  practice  medicine  and  snidery,  shall  pro* 
core  an  endorsement  to  that  effect  on  the  certificate  from 
the  clerk  of  the  county  court,  and  shall  have  the  certificate 
recorded  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  to  which  he 
removes,  and  the  holder  of  the  certificate  shall  pay  to  said 
clerk  of  said  county  the  usual  fee  for  making  the  record. 

Sec.  6.  The  county  clerk  shall  keep,  in  a  book  provided 
for  the  purpose,  a  complete  list  of  the  certificates  recorded 
by  him,  with  the  date  of  the  issue.  If  the  certificate  be 
based  on  a  diploma  or  license,  he  shall  record  the  name  of 
the  medical  institution  conferring  it,  and  the  date  when  con- 
ferred. The  register  of  the  county  clerk  shall  be  open  to 
public  inspection  during  business  hours. 

Sec.  7.  Candidates  for  examination  shall  pay  a  fee  of 
five  dollars  ($5.00)  in  advance  to  the  State  Board,  which 
shall  be  returned  to  them  if  a  certificate  be  refused.  All 
fees  received  by  the  Board  or  Secretary  thereof,  shall  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State. 

Sec.  8.  Examinations  may  be  made  in  whole,  or  in  part,, 
in  writing,  and  shall  be  of  an  elementary  and  practical  char- 
acter, but  sufficiently  strict  to  test  the  qualifications  of  the 
candidate  as  a  practitioner. 

Sec.  9.  The  State  Board  of  Health  may  refuse  certifi-^ 
cates  to  individuals  guilty  of  unprofessional  or  dishonorable 
conduct,  and  they  may  revoke  certificates  for  like  causes, 
after  giving  the  accused  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  his 
defense  before  the  Board. 

Sec.  10.  Any  person  shall  be  regarded  as  practicing 
medicine  within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  who  shall  profess, 
publicly,  to  be  a  physician,  and  to  prescribe  for  the  sick,  or 
who  shall  append  to  his  name  the  letters  "  M.  D. ;"  but 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  students 
from  prescribing  under  the  supervision  of  a  preceptor  or  to- 
prohibit  gratuitous  services  in  cases  of  emergency  ;  and  this- 
act  shall  not  apply  to  commissioned  surgeons  of  the  United 
States  army,  navy  and  marine  hospital  service. 
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Sec.  11.  Any  itinerant  vendor  of  any  drug,  nostrum,, 
ointment  or  appliance  of  any  kind  intended  for  the  treat- 
ment of  disease  or  injury,  or  who  shall,  by  writing  or  print- 
ing,  or  any  other  method,  publicly  profess  to  cure  or  treat 
diseases,  injuries  or  deformities  by  any  drug,  nostrum,  manip- 
ulation or  other  expedient,  shall  pay  to  the  State  a  license 
of  one  hundred  dollars  per  month,  to  be  collected  as  pro- 
vided for  by  law,  as  all  other  licenses  are  now  collected,  and 
any  person  violating  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  there- 
of shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  to  exceed  five  hundred 
dollars  ($500),  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not  to 
exceed  six  months,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment* 

Sec.  12.  Any  person  practicing  medicine  or  surgery  in 
this  State  without  complying  with  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  punished 
by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  fifty  dollars,  nor  more  than  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for 
a  period  of  not  less  than  thii*ty  days  nor  more  than  three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  days,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  im- 
prisonment for  each  and  every  ofFense  ;  and  any  person  filing^ 
or  attempting  to  file  as  his  own,  the  diploma  or  certificate  of 
another,  or  a  forged  affidavit  or  identification,  shall  be  guilty 
of  a  felony,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  subject  to- 
such  fine  and  imprisonment  as  are  made  and  provided  by  the 
statues  of  this  State  for  the  crime  of  forgery  in  the  second 
degree,  but  the  penalties  shall  not  be  enforced  until  a  period 
of  six  months  after  the  passage  of  this  bill :  Provided^  That 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  those  that  have 
been  practicing  medicine  five  years  in  this  State. 

Sec.  13.  Whenever  in  this  act  it  is  provided  that  any 
duty  or  service  shall  be  performed  by  any  county  clerk,  such 
duty  and  service  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis  shall  be  performed 
by  the  city  register  or  health  commissioner  of  the  city  of 
St.  Louis,  as  if  such  officer  was  specially  named  to  perform 
these  duties  and  services. 
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Sec.  14.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this 
-act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  15.  There  being  no  adequate  law  for  the  regulation 
-of  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  in  consequence  of  the  im- 
mediate necessity  for  the  same  under  the  provisions  of  this 
law,  an  emergency  has  arisen  within  the  meaning  of  the  Con- 
stitution, requiring  this  act  to  go  into  effect  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable ;  therefore,  it  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage. 


FEVER  REMEDIES  OF  THE  HOMCEOPATHIC 

MATERIA  MEDICA. 


BY   A.    C.    C50WPBRTHWAIT,   M.   D. 


It  is  a  well  understood  principle  of  Homoeopathy  that  dis- 
eases are  never  treated  by  name ;  that  pathological  states 
are  not  the  proper  indications  for  the  appropriate  remedy ; 
but  that,  on  the  other  hand,  symptoms  are  the  only  infalli- 
ble language  of  disease,  and  such  as  are  the  only  indicators  of 
the  curative  application.  Pathological  states  are  obscure 
and  uncertain ;  symptoms,  if  properly  elicited,  are  unerring. 
In  the  one  mistakes  are  not  only  possible,  but  often  unavoida- 
ble ;  in  the  other  they  are  the  exception  and  not  the  rule, 
and  even  when  occurring  they  are  usually  traceable  to  grave 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  prescriber. 

While,  however,  this  is  the  case,  there  is  nothing  improper 
in  the  physician,  for  the  sake  of  assisting  memory,  grouping 
together  certain  remedies  under  a  general  as  well  as  special 
classification.  The  wrong  comes  in  in  always  prescribing 
certain  remedies  for  certain  pathological  states.  Yet  it 
may  not  be  wrong  to  always  associate  certain  remedies  with 
•certain  pathological  states.  There  is  avast  difference  between 
the  two  processes.  For  instance,  what  physician,  hearing  of 
^  case  of  pneumonia,  does  not  invariably  think  of  aconite, 
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bryouia,  or  phosphorus?  There  is  no  wrong  in  this,  yet  if 
that  physician  made  a  habit  of  prescribing  either  one  or  all. 
of  these  remedies  in  eveiy  case  of  pneumonia  that  was  pre- 
sented, he  would  certainly  violate  the  great  cardinal  princi- 
ple of  Homoeopathy.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  habit  of 
association  of  remedies  with  diseases  becomes  so  natural  tO' 
the  practitioner  that  I  opine  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  pre- 
vent it ;  nor  is  there  any  reason  why  he  should  strive  to  do 
so,  so  long  as  he  does  not  allow  himself  to  become  a  roUtin- 
ist  in  practice,  and  to  discard  the  fundamental  truths  of 
Homceopathy,  which  he  professes  to  believe. 

Let  each  pathological  state  represent  a  hook  fastened  to  a. 
wall  in  the  great  storehouse  of  memory,  and  as  experience 
or  research  teaches  the  usefulness  of  any  particular  remedy  in. 
any  one  of  these  conditions,  hang  it  upon  that  hook,  and  in 
this  way,  as  the  years  of  experience  and  study  glide  by,  this 
storehouse  will  become  stocked  with  fruits  both  rich  and  rare- 
— fruits  that  shall  ever  gratify  as  well  as  nourish  in  after 
vears. 

At  this  time  I  desire  only  to  call  your  attention  to  a  few 
of  the  leading  peculiarities  of  some  of  the  most  important 
remedies  used  in  the  treatment  of  fevers,  especially  noting 
such  similarities  or  differences  as  may  be  most  striking,  and 
which  serve  best  to  enable  us  to  diagnose  as  between  the- 
iudications  as  for  the  one  or  the  other. 

Probably  there  exists  no  field  of  therapeutics  in  which, 
greater  or  more  frequent  errors  are  committed.     One  physi- 
cian prescribes  aconite  in   all  fevers,  regardless  of  indica- 
tions, while  perhaps  another  may  use  gelseminum  or  vera- 
ti'um  in  the  same  manner,  when  it  may  have  been  that  either- 
was  the  proper  remedy,  or  that  belladonna  alone  was  indi- 
cated .     I  shall  only  mention  five  remedies :  Aconitti ,  bapHsia ,, 
belladonna  y  gelseminum  and  veratum  viride^  remedies  which 
are  so  often  confounded  in  the  mind  of  the  prescriber,  but 
each  of  which  has  most  distinct  marks  of  personality  whick 
need  not  be  mistaken. 
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In  the  first  place,  aconite ^  the  prince  of  antiphlogistics, 
so  called,  with  its  excessive  restlessness,  anxious  tossing 
about,  and  full,  hard  and  frequent  pulse,  gives  evidence  of 
its  great  value,  especially  in  the  beginning  of  inflammatory 
fevers  ;  yet  it  is  seldom,  if  ever,  needed  in  the  beginning  of 
a  typhoid  or  malarial  fever,  from  the  fact  that  the  class  of 
symptoms  above  described  seldom  occur  at  such  times. 

On  the  one  hand,  if  we  note  the  action  of  geheminum  we 
will  find  a  remedy  not  only  sometimes  applicable  in  the 
beginning  of  inflammatory  fever,  very,  often  in  catarrhal 
fevers,  but  equally  as  often  indicated  in  the  beginning  of 
malarial  and  typhoid  fevers,  being  of  especial  use  in  the  first 
stages  of  remittent  or  an  intermittent.  The  symptoms  most 
often  indicating  gelseminum  are  either  chilliness,  with  lan- 
guid aching  in  back  and  limbs  and  a  sense  of  fatigue,  or,  if 
fever  be  present,  instead  of  the  anxiety  and  restlessness  of 
aconite,  we  get  a  drowsy,  languid  condition,  the  patient 
desiring  to  be  quiet  and  be  let  alone,  with  great  prostration 
of  the  whole  system,  the  pulse  being  full  and  quick,  but  not 
very  hard.  Thus  it  may  be  readily  seen  that  there  is  no 
excuse  for  confounding  the  pathogeneses  of  aconite  and  gel- 
seminum^  as  is  so  often  done,  the  one  covering  an  entirely 
different  class  of  symptoms  from  the  other. 

Very  often  where  aconite  or  gelseminum  are  used,  bella^ 
donna  is  the  true  remedy.  Here  the  tj^e  is  more  of  the 
true  congestive  or  inflammatory  ;  therefore  we  get  a  flushed 
face,  throbbing  carotids,  hard,  full  and  bounding  pulse,  with 
a  tendency  to  delirium.  Belladonna  is  more  frequently  in- 
dicated in  the  fever  stnge  of  catarrhal  and  malarial  fevers 
than  aconite^  but  less  than  gelseminum^  a  violent  throbbing 
headache,  together  with  the  flushed  face,  being  most  often 
the  guide  for  its  administration. 

Veratrum  viride  is  a  remedy  not  often  indicated  outside 
of  pneumonia,  yet  of  great  value  where  it  is  properly 
selected.  It  seems  to  act  something  like  aconite  and  bella- 
donna combined,  or  covering  a  sphere  of  symptoms  lying 
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"between  these  two  important  remedies,  yet  reached  by  neither. 
Its  chief,  I  might  say  exclusive,  range  is  in  inflammatory 
f eversy  the  pulse  and  respiration  being  the  chief  indications 
of  its  use.  There  is  a  loud,  strong  beating  of  the  heart, 
giving  a  full,  hard,  frequent  and  incompressible  pulse,  seem- 
ing as  though  the  heart  was  a  mighty  Corliss  engine,  whose 
giant  throbs  could  not  be  overcome,  while  at  the  same  time 
the  respiration  becomes  difficult,  slow  and  labored,  often  in 
pneumonia  falling  from  40  to  16  per  minute.  With  these 
S  mptoms  present  veratrum  viride  is  the  true  Homoeopathic 
remedy,  and  its  favorable  action  will  almost  invariably 
astonish  the  careful  prescriber.  The  indisciiminate  use  of 
veratrum  in  very  material  doses  of  the  tincture  or  fluid 
extract  in  pneumonia  is  a  most  reprehensible  practice  and 
should  not  be  tolerated  in  the  Homoeopathic  school.  Let 
those  who  so  long  for  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt  return  to  their 
first  love,  and  no  longer  sail  under  false  colors  by  claiming 
to  be  what  they  are  not. 

Baptisia  covers  an  entirely  different  class  of  symptoms 
from  those  we  have  noted  under  the  remedies  already  men- 
tioned. Its  range  of  action  is  not  wide,  but  covers  the  most 
grave  and  important  conditions,  owing  to  its  disorganizing 
and  decomposing  influence  upon  the  blood.  It  is  especially 
useful  in  the  first  stages  of  adynamic  fevers,  its  greatest 
usefulness  being  in  those  forms  of  fever  which  have  already 
assumed,  or  threatened  to  assume,  a  typhoid  condition.  But 
here,  as  elsewhere,  the  routinist  makes  a  grave  mistake  in 
prescribing  baptisia  in  all  cases  of  typhoid,  regardless  of 
the  symptoms.  The  indications  for  baptisia  are  plain  and 
unmistakable,  and  its  use  never  warranted  unless  these  are 
present.  In  the  first  place,  the  appearance  of  the  face, 
which  is  flushed,  dusky  red  and  hot,  with  a  besotted  expres- 
sion, being  very  characteristic,  and  to  my  mind  often  a  suf- 
ficient indication  in  itself  for  the  use  of  the  dinig ;  but  in 
addition  we  may  also  find  a  dullness  and  confusion  of  mind, 
the  head  feels  large  and  heavy,  sordes  appear  on  the  teeth, 
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the  tongue  is  dry  and  brown  down  the  center,  while  the  pulse 
is  full  and  rapid,  but  soft  and  easily  compressed.  With 
such  symptoms  present,  baptisia  may  be  perscribed  with  the 
utmost  confidence.  In  fevers,  as  elsewhere,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  totality  of  symptoms  form  the  sole 
basis  of  prescription.  Let  the  materia  medica,  then,  be 
your  guide  ;  study  it  faithfully,  and  you  will  be  rewarded, 
for  it  will  certainly  prove  a  lamp  to  your  feet  and  a  light  to- 
your  path. — Trans.  Hah.  Med.  Ass  of  Iowa. 


THE  MISSION  OF  HOMOEOPATHY. 


Editor  Clinical  Review: 

Dear  Sie. — I  was  surprised  to  see  in  the  March  number 
of  your  journal,  an  article  entitled,  **  The  Mission  of  Hom- 
ceopathy."  I  take  the  liberty  of  saying  that  every  real 
homoeopath  throughout  the  land,  knows  from  the  results 
observed  in  his  daily  practice,  that  the  main  statements  of 
that  article  are  utterlv  false  and  untrue.  The  earnest,  con- 
scientious  homoeopathic  doctor  proves  every  day  that  he 
lives,  that  the  application  of  drugs  according  to  the  law  of 
similia  cures  his  patients.  He  knows  that  the  law  discov- 
ered by  Hahnemann  lived  before  the  time  of  that  great 
man,  that  it  lives  now,  and  that  it  always  will  live.  He 
knows  too,  that  the  application  of  a  drug  according  to  the 
law  of  **  like  cures  like,"  makes  it  homoeopathic,  and  not 
the  administration  of  the  medicine  by  a  member  of  any  par- 
ticular school,  and  hence,  it  has  happened,  that  un-homoeo- 
pathic  doctors  have,  sometimes  stumbled  across  the  law  and 
cured  sick  people.  It  is  possible  that  some  believers  in 
homoeopathy  know  as  much  of  the  physiological  action  of 
drugs  as  our  author,  and  hence  know  how  to  use  properly 
prepared  medicines  in  the  curing  of  those  placed  under  their 
care,  and  this,  too,  according  to  the  law  of  similars.  I  am 
satisfied  from  the  reading   of  his  article  that  the   author 
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knows  little  or  uothing  of  Homoeopathy.  The  entire  article 
shows  how  utterly  ignorant  he  is  of  the  practice  of  our 
school,  and  it  shows,  too,  that  he  is  not  a  successful  physi- 
cian. No  successful  doctor  would  write  an  article  of  that 
kind.  Knowledge  of  our  simple  law  and  its  application  gave 
to  Hering,  Dunham  and  Hughes,  name  and  reputation,  and 
these  were  accorded  them  before  they  understood  the  Mis- 
sion of  Homoeopathy.  Our  author  certainly  never  did  under- 
stand it,  and  in  his  ignorance,  blames  the  school  for  his  own 
want  of  discernment.  A  little  ''  capacity  "  as  the  country- 
man called  it,  would,  I  think,  be  of  service  to  our  friend ; 
and  a  little  backing  of  energy  and  diligence  would  help  mat- 
ters somewhat.  I  fear,  too,  that  the  doctor  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  gnashing  his  teeth  when  aconite  has  failed  to  help 
him,  not  because  the  aconite  was  wrong,  but  because  he  was. 
He  has  perhaps,  occasionally  gotten  off  a  few  subdued  little 
quotations  from  Shakespeare  or  other  good  book  with  the 
object  of  increasing  the  intensity  of  action  of  the  drug 
applied.  It  is  altogether  probable  that  a  little  heli^  of  this 
k?nd  makes  the  drug  get  right  up  and  act.  Now  thete  are 
those  who  believe  that,  although  quotations  are  good  things 
in  their  way,  and  a  little  grinding  of  two  rows  of  sound 
teeth  may  come  in  pretty  well  sometimes,  yet  hard,  earnest 
work  on  the  materia  medica  will  greatly  tend  to  improve  the 
medical  qualities  of  our  doctor  friend,  and  at  the  same  time 
keep  articles  on  the  Mission  of  Homoeopathy  out  of  the 
journals.  J.  M.  K, 


An  Instantaneous  Light. — Such  in  a  word  is  tlie  unique  apparatus 
on  exhibition  at  thQ  rooms  of  tlie  Portable  Electric  Light  Co.,  22  Water 
Street,  Boston.  It  occupies  the  space  of  only  five  square  inches  and  weighs 
bat  five  pounds,  and  can  be  carried  with  ease.  The  light,  or  more  proper- 
ly lighter,  requires  no  extra  power,  wires  or  connections,  and  is  so  con- 
structed that  any  part  can  be  replaced  at  small  cost.  The  chemicals  are 
placed  in  a  glasft  retort;  a  carbon  and  zinc  apparatus,  with  a  spiral  platin- 
um attachment,  is  then  adjusted  so  as  to  form  a  battery,  and  the  light  is 
ready.  The  pressure  on  a  little  knob  produces  an  electric  current,  by 
which  the  spiral  of  platinum  is  heated  to  incandescence.  The  Portable 
Electric  Light  Company  was  recently  incorporated,  with  a  capital  of  $100,- 
000,  under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts.  The  usefulness  of  the  apparatus 
and  the  low  price((^5)  will  no  doubt  result  in  its  general  adoption.  Some 
of  the  prominent  business  men  of  the  State  are  identified  with  this  enter- 
prise. In  addition  to  its  use  as  a  lighter,  the  apparatus  can  also  be  used 
in  connection  with  a  burglar-alarm  and  galvanic  hdXtevy  .—Boston  Tran- 
script, Dee,  30, 
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WOMEN  IN  MEDICAL  COLLEGES. 


It  was  a  custom  among  the  old  Romans  to  deck  their  vic- 
tims with  garlands,  ere  they  led  him  to  the  sacrifice ;  in  like 
manner  Dr.  Edmonds  profusely  scatters  the  flowers  of  rhet- 
oric before  the  introduction  that  leads  to  the  condemnation 
of  the  *'  Education  of  Women  in  Medical  Colleges  with 
male  students." 

He  states  that  it  is  justly  the  proud  boast  of  an  advanced 
civilization,  that  woman  has  been  elevated  from  the  degrada- 
tion of  barbaric  times,  to  her  true  and  just  position  in  the 
social  scale,  recognizes  and  appreciates  her  many  beautiful 
graces,  congratulates  her  upon  her  elevation  from  servitude 
and  degradation  to  one  of  true  nobility  and  domestic 
sweetness. 

In  the  next  breath  he  gives  the  warning  that  the  aforesaid 
elevation  is  jeopardized  by  women  **  attempting  things  of 
a  questionable  nature,"  and  explains  that  she  virtually  does 
this,  when  she  steps  into  a  college  with  male  associates. 

A  I'ather  sweeping  and  uncomplimentary  assertion  regard- 
ing **  her  devotees  of  the  opposite  sex"  from  so  courteous 
a  gentleman  as  Dr.  Edmonds. 

In  the  begining  of  his  article,  the  Dean  congratulates 
woman  upon  the  position  she  has  attained  in  ^^Hunanities 
Destiny,"  yet  before  he  closes,  illogically  congratulates  the 
college  upon  the  step  (backward)  it  has  taken  in  denying 
her  matriculation. 

He  admits,  because  women  has  proven  its  truth,  '*  that 
there  is  a  certain  sphere  of  duties  in  the  profession  that  she 
may  safely  perform,"  acknowledges  that  she  is  therefore 
justly  entitled  to  a  comprehensive  course  of  educational  pre- 
peration,  but  insists  that  it  should  be  obtained  in  an  insti- 
tution exclusively  for  women. 
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If  economy,  time  and  distance,  were  trifling  things  of  na 
moment  that  were  never  forced  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  student,  or  if  our  city  limits  contained  such  Female  Col- 
leges as  those  of  New  York  or  Boston,  the  doctor's  sugges- 
tion were  a  "  consumation devoutly  to  be  wished  for."  But, 
according  to  the  existing  condition  of  affairs,  woman  has 
been  obliged  to  attend  the  college  or  relinquish  all  thoughts 
of  entering  the  profession. 

Though  a  true  woman  may  suffer  anguish  and  distress  in 
the  lecture  room,  the  clinic,  and  the  disecting  room,  it  doe& 
not  necessarily  follow  that  she  should  lose  modesty  or  any 
womanly  trait  of  character — rather,  she  will  add  to  these, 
endurance,  self-control,  usefulness  and  independence 

As  male  students  are  serving  a  probation  which  shall  fit 
them  to  enter  '*  the  portals  of  a  profession  that  has  so  much 
to  do  with  the  sanctity  of  individual  and  domestic  life  upon 
which  hinges  the  welfare  of  society,"  should  they  not  for 
the  sake  of  that  grand  profession  which  demands  so  much 
self-renunciation,  and  has  for  its  aim,  the  relief  of  suffering 
humanity,  without  regard  to  sex,  **  color,  race  or  previous- 
condition  of  servitude,"  respect,  nay,  reverence  the  woman^ 
that  with  martyr-like  spirit  stands  the  disagreeable  ordeal,- 
though  it  wounds  her  sensibilities,  that  she  may  thereby 
spare  others  of  her  sex  a  similar  pain.  She  considers  the 
feelings  of  many  before  her  own. 

Think  of  the  thousands  of  women  and  maidens  that  have 
been  compelled  to  suffer  from  diseases  peculiar  to  their  sex, 
or  exchange  physical  pains  for  the  keener  mental  anguish, 
consequent  upon  examination  and  discussion  of  subjects  of 
the  most  sacred  character  with  a  male  physician. 

A  woman  of  delicacy  and  refinement  shrinks  from  dis- 
closing even  the  poverty  and  hardships  of  life.  How  much 
greater  must  be  the  mental  suffering  when  physical  examina- 
tion must  be  undergone  in  the  presence  of  a  male  physician. 
We  maintain  that  no  true,  pure  woman,  can  pass  such  an 
ordeal  without  •*  wounded   sensibilities."      Think  of  this 
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humiliation  having  to  be  consecutively  repeated  by  perhaps 
a  dr)zeu  male  physicians,  as  is  often  the  case,  and  then  con- 
sider the  condition  of  woman's  sensibilities.  If  women, 
under  such  circumstances  keenly  suffers  in  spirit,  though 
the  attendant  physician  is  a  compound  of  all  the  truly  noble 
qualities  that  belong  to  mankind,  how  much  must  that  suffer- 
ing be  augmented  when  she  realizes  that  the  physician  is  one 
unworthy  of  the  name  ;  that  he  has  entered  the  profession, 
bears  the  semblance  and  wears  the  garb  merely  for  selfish 
pecuniary  benefit. 

We  have  often  heard  it  stated  that  woman's  advancement 
and  progress  in  the  various  professions,  arts  and  sciences, 
were  impeded  by  her  lack  of  mental  and  physical  strength, 
endurance,  study  and  ability.  It  remains  for  a  Dean,  who, 
**  recognizes  and  appreciates  most  heartily  her  many  beauti- 
ful graces,' '  to  insinuate  that  male  students  are  not  fit  asso- 
ciates. 

In  this  age  of  co-education,  it  were  a  pity  that  one  winter's 
brief  association  with  a  few  lady  students,  should  so  d^mor- 
fllize  male  students  as  to  lessen  their  "  elevated  appreciation 
of  womanly  charms."  Perhaps,  had  they  thought  less  of  the 
*'  charms  "  and  more  of  her  character,  it  were  a  more  hon- 
orable course  ;  we  would  not  have  had  the  termity  to  accuse 
the  *'  Lords  of  the  Creation  "  of  being  thus  weak,  although 
I  always  believed  the  poet  should  have  omitted  a  syllable 
when  he  wrote : 

"  Fraility  thy  name  is  wo-man !  " 

Should  a  woman  so  depraved,  so  lost  to  self-respect  and 
virtue,  as  to  encourage,  or  countenance  equivacal  relatiou- 
jship  whilst  pretending  to  acquire  an  education  that  shall  fit 
her  for  the  duties  of  a  ministering  angel ;  then  the  sooner 
she  is  expelled,  the  better,  although  the  ruin  she  is  capable 
of  inflicting  upon  society  in  the  future,  is  immeasurably  less 
that  that  which  may  be  wrought  by  the  licentious  male  phy- 
sician ;  her  mission  being  almost  entirely  among  her  own  sex. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  there  is  danger  to  a  woman  in  col- 
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lege  life,  where  she  has  health,  strength,  engrossing  inter- 
ests of  her  own,  and  a  high  and  holy  aim,  where  there  are 
men  6f  ability  and  eminence  willing  to  guard  and  help  her, 
where  friendships  are  formed  honorable  alike  to  head  and 
heart,  how  much  more  is  woman  exposed  to  harm  from  visits 
from  the  unworthy  male  physician  wheli  ill,  weak,  (perhaps 
sad)  the  loneliness  of  her  darkened  chamber. 

There  are  men  outside  the  medical  profession,  who  so 
**  revere  the  sancity  of  individual  and  domestic  life,"  that 
they  gladly  employ  female  doctors  to  spare  the  refined  sensi- 
bilities of  their  wives,  sisters  and  daughters,  and  so  guard 
against  them  that  they  may  ever  retain  those  qualities  which 
embelish  a  pure,  womanly  character. 

Because  occasionally,  in  spite  of  stringent  rules  a  libertine 

may  creep  into  the  profession,  I  would  not  have  it  understood 

that  I  therefore  reflect  upon  the  noble  men  that  are  a  vast 

majority  in  the  profession,  neither  would  I  consider  it  just  to 

cast  a  stigma  on  the  fair  fame  of  female  physicians,  because 

there  should  be  found  an  exceptional  female  M.  D.  of  an 
equivocal  character. 

I  did  not  consider  my  college  experience  a  rare  exception, 
and  I  can  conscientiously  say,  that  within  the  portals  of  our 
dear  old  Alma  Mater,  there  was  not  a  student  that  did  not 
act  the  true  gentleman  ;  not  a  professor  that  did  not  inspire 
us  with  gratitude  and  respect. 

Harriet  Ilosmer  studied  anatomy  here  at  Dr.  McDowel's 
College  thirty-two  years  ago,  and  gave  the  same  testimony 
regarding  her  experience. 

The  veiy  writer  that  insists  that  men  are  apt  to  lose  their 
high  opinion  of  true,  womanly  character  by  associating  with 
her  in  a  medical  college,  is  either  a  living  contradiction  to 
this  view,  or  he  must  have  been  endowed  by  nature  with  a 
double  amount  of  reverence  and  respect  for  women. 

We  cannot  congratulate  the  Homcjeopathic  Medical  College 
of  Missouri  upon  its  recent  action  in  denying  to  women, 
matriculati(m. 
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Homoeopathy  should  remember  her  own  youth  ;  she  should 
be  more  charitable  ;  a  few  years  ago  she  numbered  less  prac- 
titioners than  we  now  claim  among  our  lady  physicians.  A 
feeling  of  sympathy  and  progress  should  render  her  anxious 
to  assist  women  in  so  laudable  an  endeavor. 

We  hope  this  fall  to  have  a  Female  College  that  shall  pos- 
sess all  the  requisites  and  essentials  of  a  iSrst-class  institu- 
tion, where  women  will  be  spared  much  of  the  wounded  sen- 
sibility that  the  good  doctor  alludes  to,  and  yet  become 
thoroughly  instructed  physicians. 

May  they  ever  remember  that  *'  To  the  pure  in  heart  all 
things  are  pure,"  that  the  sufferings  of  humanity  are  sacred, 
And  that  medicine  is  an  elevating  science,  second  to  none  in 
its  usefulness  and  enobling  influence. 

May  B.  Pearman,  M.  D. 


POINTS   IN    THE    TREATMENT   OF    URINARY 
ABSCESS,  STRICTURE  AND  EXTRAVASA- 
TION OF  URINE. 


Reginal  Harrison  advocates  the  treatment  of  abscess  in 
the  perineum,  complicating  tight  stricture  of  the  urethra, 
with  or  without  extravasation  of  urine,  by  free  incision  and 
the  introduction  and  retention  of  a  short  straight  catheter 
into  the  bladder,  retained  by  a  T  bandage.  He  concludes — 
1.  That  in  all  cases  of  perineal  abscess  and  extravasation  of 
urine,  associated  with  organic  stricture  of  the  urethra,  pe- 
rineal urethrotomy  behind  the  stricture  should  be  practised, 
and  provision  made  for  the  direct  escape  of  urine  by  the  in- 
sertion of  a  tube  into  the  bladder  from  the  wound.  2.  That 
the  treatment  of  the  stricture  should  be  postponed  until  the 
more  urgent  symptoms  of  abscess  and  retention  or  extrava- 
sation of  the  urine  have  been  relieved. — Lancet. 
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FEMALE  STUDENTS  AND  MEDICAL  EDUCATION. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  March  24,  1883. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Clinical  Review : 

Will  you,  with  your  well-known  chivalrous  deference  to 
woman,  kindly  permit  me  to  reply  in  your  columns  to  an 
article  in  the  march  number  of  the  St.  Louis  Clinical 
Review,  entitled,  '-Female  Students  and  Medical  Educa- 
tion?" The  writer,  with  words  that  are  **  like  unto  a  sugar- 
coated  pill,  sweet  without  and  bitter  within,"  insinuates 
that  no  woman  can  pass  through  <<the  ordeal  of  attending 
college  with  male  professors  and  students  without  endanger- 
ing her  sense  of  modesty  and  innate  purity,  thus  unfitting 
her  for  the  noble  calling  of  physician."  True,  it  is  an 
'*  ordeal"  sometimes  to  attend  certain  lectures  or  clinics, 
especially  where  the  professor  seems  to  forget  that  he  has  a 
mixed  audience,  but  a  lady  will  not  attend  those  that  are 
unfit  and  unnecessary  for  her.  Surely  a  pure  and  good 
woman  will  pass  through  college  unchanged.  *'  To  the  pure 
all  things  are  pure."  The  true  Doctor  of  Medicine,  male 
or  female,  will  be  so  engrossed  with  his  or  her  beloved  study 
that  he  or  she  loses  sight  of  all  but  to  gain  that  knowledge 
which  enables  to  relieve  suffering  and  distress.  Woman's 
place  is  preeminently  in  the  sick-room  ;  to  relieve  the  many 
bodily  ills  which  befall  women  and  children,  she  is  fitted  by 
nature.  I  do  not  say  that  all  women  are  fitted  to  be  physi- 
cians any  more  than  all  men.  No  one,  be  it  man  or  woman, 
ought  to  enter  the  profession  who  has  not  the  vocation. 
*•  Doctors  are  born,  not  made."  There  are  many  who  per- 
chance would  make  excellent  cobblers,  tailor  or  haberdash- 
ers ;  they  have  only  mistaken  their  calling.  The  writer  says : 
^' There  is  a  certain  sphere  of  professional  duties  women 
may  safely  perform."  Will  he  kindly  define  those  duties? 
Again,  That  ^'  she  is  to  have  the  same  advantages  of  studies 
as  the  male  students,  but  with  female  teachers  and  alone." 
This  is  a  very  good  way  to  get  rid  of  the  woman  doctor,  for 
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where  is  the  Board  of  Health  (here  in  the  West)  that  a<5cepts 
diplomas  issued  by  those  colleges.  The  right  of  the  college 
to  refuse  female  matriculants  is  undisputed  ;  but  no  one  has 
the  right  to  sully  the  name  and  character  of  those  who 
attended  and  passed  the  ** ordeal"  unscathed.  If  the  fac- 
ulty admit  the  wrong  parties  it  is  their  fault,  for  the  statutes 
revuire  preliminary  examinations  and  tcstimonals  as  to  char- 
acter and  social  standing  of  all  matriculants.  It  must  be 
very  pleasant  for  thosQ  sons  of  the  Alma  Mater  who  have 
chosen  wives  from  the  female   students  to  read  this  nice 

review  of  their  college  life, 

Clara  Sauter,  M.  D. 


SULPHITE  OF  SODA. 


BY   F.    G.    ROBERTS,    M.    D. 


I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  Sulphite  of  Soda,  a  drug 
that  has  proved  of  great  value  to  me  in  my  practice,  and  one 
that  has  not,  I  think,  received  due  attention  from  Homceo- 
pathists.  I  know  of  no  provings  of  this  remedy,  and  what 
is  known  respecting  its  therapeutic  value  can  be  told  in  few 
words. 

My  first  use  of  Sulphite  of  Soda  was  in  July,  1880.  Mi-s. 
L.  was  attacked  with  Typho-Malarial  fever,  and  during  the 
first  week  no  remarkable  symptoms  appeared,  but  at  the 
conclusion  of  seven  days  from  the  onset  of  the  disease,  the 
patient  began  to  complain  of  nausea,  which  seemed  to  be 
constant,  day  and  night.  I  gave  her  Ipecacuanha^  Wgh  and 
and  low,  without  the  slightest  effect  on  the  nausea.  Arseni- 
cum  Album ^Nux  Vomica^  Tartar  Emetic^  and  several  other 
remedies  were  given  without  benefit.  The  patient  was  ex- 
tremely prostrated  and  perspired  profusely.  I  was  much  sur- 
prised that  I  could  not  alleviate  the  condition  of  the  patient, 
and  to  add  to  my  troubles  the  friends  were  uneasy  and  were 
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begining  to  be  very  much  alarmed  lest  the  woman  might 
die.  I  noticed  that  her  tongue  was  broad,  pale  and  dirty 
looking,  and  I  had  read  that  many  Eclectics  regarded  such  a 
tongue  as  indication  for  Sulphite  of  Soda.  I  accordingly 
procured  some  of  the  drug  and  made  a  trituration,  using 
about  equal  parts  of  Sugar  of  Milk  and  the  Sulphite.  A  pow- 
der was  given  the  patient  with  marked  benefit,  and  nausea 
being  much  relieved  by  the  first  dose.  In  a  short  time  the 
nausea  entirely  disappeared,  the  prostration  became  much 
less,  the  tongue  lost  its  peculiar  appearance,  and  the  patient 
was  soon  convalescent.  The  medicine  seemed  to  control  the 
nausea  perfectly,  and  I  think  I  never  prescribed  a  remedy 
that  acted  more  promptly  or  gave  more  relief.  After  the 
use  of  the  Sulphite  other  remedies  had  their  usual  effects. 

I  did  not  know  when  I  gave  the  drug  that  it  would  relieve 
the  nausea,  but  I  thought  it  might  improve  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  patient.  I  gave  it  because  I  did  not  know 
what  else  to  give,  as  the  usual  remedies  had  failed  to  relieve. 

A  few  weeks  afterwards  I  had  another  case  with  the  same 
continual  nausea,  with  an  occassional  vomiting  of  frothy  or 
yeasty  fluid.  In  this  case  the  vomiting  resembled  a  regurgi- 
tation, the  yeasty  fluid  coming  into  the  mouth  with  very  little 
effort.  The  patient  was  very  weak,  and  the  entire  body 
bathed  in  perspiration.  I  found  the  tongue  broad,  pallid 
and  dirty  ^  and  I  prescribed  Sulphite  of  Soda,  as  in  the  first 
case,  with  prompt  and  decided  benefit.  I  find  that  this 
remedy  has  been  used  by  the  Allopaths  for  the  vomiting  of 
yeasty  fluid,  which  often  contains  two  microscopic  fungi, 
aarcina  ventriculi  and  torxdce  cerevrisioe. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  acid  contents  of  the  stomach  sets 
free  Sulphurous  Acid,  which  destroys  the  fungi,  and  that 
upon  Sulphurous  Acid  alone  depends  the  virtues  of  Sulphite 
of  Soda.  Whether  this  be  true  or  false,  many  cases  of 
yeasty  vomiting  have  been  relieved  by  this  remedy. 

It  has  also  proved  of  benefit  in  the  sore  mouth  of  infants 
caused  by  a  vegetable  parasite.     One  drachm  to  an  ounce  of 
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water,  applied  freely  to  the  mouth,  will  often  relieve  these 
eases  in  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours.  It  has  been 
used  in  Purulent  Infection,  Erysipelas,  Hospital  Gangrene, 
Malignant  Pustule,  and  snake  bites,  with  marked  results.  I 
have  found  the  large  doses  of  the  Allopaths  unnecessary  in 
the  cases  I  have  treated,  never  having  given  more  than  three 
or  four  grains  at  a  dose,  while  the  Allopaths  give  as  much  as 
sixty  grains  three  times  a  day.  Much  of  the  relief  may  come 
from  its  chemical  action,  but  I  can  hardly  believe  that  chemis- 
try can  explain  all  its  therapeutic  effects.  The  small  doses  that 
I  have  prescribed  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  drug  might 
be  as  Homoeopathic  as  JBaptisia  and  other  remedies  of  the 
same  class,  that  seem  to  act  as  anti-zymotics,  and  at  the  same 
time  as  surely  Homoeopathic  to  the  symptoms  they  cure. 
Whether  chemical  or  Homoeopathic  in  its  action,  or  whether 
partly  chemical  and  partly  Homoeopathic,  I  inland  to  use 
it  until  I  can  find  something  better  for  the  conditions  it 
relieves.  The  drugs  should  be  kept  in  a  well  stoppered  bot- 
tle, as  it  soon  changes  into  Sulphate  of  Soda  when  exposed 
to  the  air.  From  my  own  use  of  the  remedy,  and  from 
what  I  have  been  able  to  find  out  about  its  use  from  the 
experience  of  others,  I  have  arrived  at  the  foUovring  con- 
clusions : 

I.  That  Sulphite  of  Soda  has  its  sphere  of  action  as 
clearly  marked  as  that  of  any  other  remedy,  and  that  out- 
side of  that  sphere  it  is  useless. 

II.  That  a  broad,  paUidj  dirty  tongue  is  its  chief  indica- 
tion, and  that  when  the  tongue  is  red,  red-edged  with  fur  in 
the  centre,  or  covered  with  fur  all  over,  while  the  body  is 
red,  or  red  papillse  project  above  the  coating,  it  is  worse  than 
uselness. 

in.  That  yeasty  vomiting  is  a  strong  indication  for  its 
use,  or  long  continued  nausea  without  vomiting,  if  the  char- 
acteristic condition  of  the  tongue  be  present. 

IV.  That  it  will  often  prove  of  value  when  aarcin(K  ven- 
iricidi  and  torulce  cerevisice  are  present  in  the  fluids  vomited. 
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V.  That  the  effects  of  Sulphite  of  Sods  and  Sulphurous 
Acid  are  not  identical,  though  in  some  respects  similar. 

VT.  That  it  is  not  of  benefit  as  ai)  anti-zymotic,  in  scar- 
latina, measles,  or  other  similar  diseases,  on  the  theory  that 
it  is  an  antidote  to  the  blood  poisoning,  but  that  it  is  good 
when  indicated  by  special  symptoms,  and  only  then. 

VII.  That  it  is  most  frequently  indicated  in  malarial, 
typho-malarial,  and  rheumatic  fevers,  and  that  large  doses 
are  not  needed. — Trans.  Hah.  Med.  Asa.  of  Iowa. 


^tit[gii:al   l^e^aHm^t. 


TWO  CASES  OF  SARCOMA  OF  THE  FINGERS. 

BT   8.    B.   PARSONS,   M.    D. 

Casb  I. — A.  H.  ffit,  53,  suffered  from  a  felon  on  the  ring 
finger  of  his  right  hand,  in  1873,  which  resulted  from  the 


digit  being  tightly  squeezed  between  two  heavy  boxes  he  was 
moving.  For  two  months  he  was  unable  to  use  the  hand 
which  remained  swollen  and  tender  all  this  time,  the 
disease  ending  in  necrosis  of  the  last  phalanx,  and  a  hard 


148  St.  Louis  Clinical  Review. 

cicatricial  band  extending  from  the  joint  to  the  end  of  the 
finger,  on  its  palmar  surface.  About  one  year  afterward  there 
appeared  a  small  hard,  swelling  on  the  seat  of  the  old  cicatrix, 
which  grew  slowly,  without  pain  or  tenderness,  until  it 
reached  the  size  of  a  small  filbert-nut  and  then  became 
softer.  Up  to  this  time  its  color  had  been  nearly  like  the 
the  surrounding  skin,  but  when  it  began  to  soften  the  color 
changed  to  a  deep  red,  and  afterwards  bluish  or  purplish 
spots  appeared.  This  condition  did  not  prevent  him  from 
following  his  daily  vocation,  there  being  only  occasionally  a 
twinge  of  pain  and  no  tenderness  to  pressure,  until  1881, 
when  it  began  to  hurt  him  with  increasing  pains,  that  finally 
in  1882,  compelled  his  total  withdrawal  from  work.  The 
finger  was  now  very  unsightly,  and  in  October,  1883,  he 
came  under  my  care.  Previously  he  had  consulted  other 
medical  advisers  who  treated  him  for  necrosis,  syphilis, 
onychia,  and  with  no  relief  either  of  the  pain  or  swelling. 
I  found  the  finger  enlarged  to  the  size  of  three  and  a  half 
inches  in  circumference,  bulbous  in  appearance,  the  swell- 
ing involving  the  finger  as  far  backward  as  the  middle  of 
first  phalanx,  with  ulcerated  surfaces  at  the  end  and  sides 
where  it  pressed  against  the  middle  and  little  fingers,  from 
which  issued  a  thin  ichorous  discharge  of  foul  odor.  The 
swelling  was  lobulated,  smooth,  except  where  ulcerated ; 
soft  and  elastic  at  one  point  and  hard  at  another ;  reddish, 
bluish,  and  dark  brown  at  different  spots,  and  a  natural 
appeanmce  at  the  base.  The  ulcers  were  uneven,  ragged, 
thin-edged,  with  reddish  or  grayish  base,  here  and  there  a 
cluster  of  large-sized  granulations  that  bled  quite  freely 
when  touched  ;  tender  and  sensitive  to  an  extreme  degree. 
The  nail  had  entirely  disappeared  in  the  development  of  the 
tumor,  and  not  a  single  trace  of  the  original  healthy,  or 
natural  structure  remained — all  had  been  either  converted 
into  or  subverted  by  the  heterogeneous  growth.  The  whole 
hand  was  wrinkled  and  shrivelled  like  unto  that  of  a  person 
at  80  years  of  age.     The  constitution  was  suffering  to  do 
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small  extent  from  the  effects,  probably  of  septic  infection, 
as  well  as  from  the  constant  tensive,  burning,  distressing 
pains,  that  gave  him  no  rest  day  or  night ;  no  matter  what 
was  applied,  the  result  was  the  same,  no  relief,  except  when 
under  the  influence  of  opiates.  Although  he  had  pains  in 
the  band  and  arm,  there  was  no  enlargement  of  lymph- 
glands,  nor  pressure  points  or  lines  anywhere  to  be  found. 
From  the  history  and  course  of  the  disease,  taking  also 
the  present  condition  into  consideration,  I  readily  saw  I  had 
a  rare  case  of  Sarcoma  to  deal  with,  and  decided  to  remove 
it  at  once,  providing  I  could  get  the  patient's  consent.  Having 
expressed  to  him  ray  opinion  and  telling  of  the  utter  futility 
of  all  other  methods  of  treatment,  and  that  this  mode  might 
not  succeed,  that  the  disease  might  return  at  no  distant 
time,  but  that  its  removal  would  bring  ease  and  comfort  for 
a  while,  and  possibly  forever,  he  willingly  gave  his  per- 
mission to  undergo  the  operation.  1  immediately  gave  him 
arsenic  '^  and  arnica  *^  as  a  preparatory  treatment  upon  which 
he  was  kept  for  one  week,  and  then  took  the  diseased  part 
off  at  the  metacarpo-phalangeal  articulation,  where  all  the 
structures  were  seemingly  in  a  healthy  state.  The  dressing 
was  strictly  antiseptic  from  beginning  to  end,  the  sutures  of 
carbolized  silk  removed  on  the  third  day,  and  on  the  tenth 
day  union  was  perfect  throughout.  Improvement  in  his 
general  condition  began  at  once,  and  continued  for  three 
months,  when  signs  of  a  recurrence  of  the  disease  were 
manifest  on  the  palmar  surface  beneath  the  stump,  but  during 
a  cold  spell  he  had  an  attack  of  bronchitis  that  quickly  ter- 
minated fatally. 


Case  II. — A.  M.  set  37.  In  1879,  while  driving  a  nail,  hit 
the  middle  finger  of  the  left  hand  a  smart  blow  with  the  ham- 
mer, between  the  metacarpo-phalangeal  and  first  phalangeal 
articulations,  which  bruised  the  parts  considerably,  but  not 
sufficiently  to  break  the  skin.     For  some  days  the  swelling 
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and  pain  were  considerable,]  then  subsided,  leaving  onlj'  a 
tenderness  that  was  so  slight  as  not  to  be  noticed  except 
when  pinching  or  knocking  it.  This  condition  lasted  for 
two  years  when  an  increase  of  pain  and  tenderness  attract 
his  attention  to  the  pai-ts  which  were  found  to  be  a  little 
swollen.  As  the  swelling  slowly  increased,  despite  various 
applications  and  treatment,  so  did  the  pain  slowly  become 
greater  until  it  was  constant,  of  an  aching,  deep  throbbing, 
and  sometimes  burning  character,  that  at  times  would  seem 
to  be  almost  unendurable.  In  January,  1882,  he  sought 
my  advice,  when  I  found  the  finger  greatly  enlarged  at  the 


first  phalanx,  the  tumor  looking  toward  the  index  finger  and 
more  toward  the  palmar  than  dorsal  surface,  and  meas- 
uring  three  and  a  quarter  inches  in  circumference.  It  was 
soft  and  elastic,  and  yielded  a  sense  of  fluctuation  as  though 
filled  with  fluid.  The  base  was  hard  and  immovable,  some- 
what nodular,  but  the  growth  generally  was  smooth  and 
rounded.  Its  shape  was  more  conical  than  otherwise.  Firm 
pressure  produced  great  suffering,  but  light  pressure  had 
little  or  no  effect  in  inducing  pain.  The  skin  was  rather 
adherent  to  it  and  natural  in  color,  though,  perhaps,  a  shade 
darker,  but  this  was  not  certain  as  his  vocation  was  such  as 
to  tend  to  discoloring  the  hand.  The  pain  was  incessant, 
but  aggravated  mostly  at  night ;  at  times  during  the  day, 
and  frequently  was  so  great  as  to  compel  him  to  carry  his 
hand  in  a  sling,  which  he  did  a  great  deal  of  the  time  for 
some  months  previous  to  his  visit  to  my  office.  His  great 
and  long  suffering  and  sleepless  nights  were  telling  upon  his 
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health  ;  his  appetite  became  poor  and  digestion  bad  ;  pulse, 
84 ;  his  mind  peevish  and  irritable,  bowels  irregular,  and 
everything  seemed  to  be  in  a  disordered  state.  The  finger 
could  not  be  moved  by  any  will-power,  yet  the  articulations 
did  oot  appear  to  be  involved  by  the  diseased  mass ;  the 
inability  to  move  it  arising  from  disuse,  and,  possibly, 
encroachment  of  inflammatory  process  upon  the  flexor  and 
extensor  tendons.  I  acquainted  him  with  my  suspicions  of 
its  malignancy  and  advised  immediate  removal.  This  he 
would  not  consent  to,  but  sought  other  advice  and  was  told 
that  it  was  a  cancer,  and  should  be  taken  off  at  once.  Two 
weeks  afterwards  he  again  called  upon  me  and  wished  to 
have  the  operation  performed.  I  put  him  upon  a  treatment 
of  arsenic *^  and  arnica^  every  three  hours,  and  in  a  few 
days  amputated  it  at  the  metacarpo-phalangeal  joint.  The 
dressing  was  antiseptic  throughout,  and  primary  union 
resulted.  Everything  went  along  smoothly  for  some  weeks, 
but  still  there  remained  a  tenderness  in  the  palm  near  the 
point  where  the  finger  was  amputated,  and  about  two  months 
and  a  half  afterwards  he  noticed  the  commencement  of 
another  swelling  that  appeared  to  be  located  beneath  the 
palmar  fascia,  and  was  very  tender  to  the  touch.  This  con- 
tinued to  increase  for  two  months  longer,  but  under  the  per- 
sistent use  of  chloride  of  lime  mixed  with  flax  seed,  one 
part  of  the  former  to  three  parts  of  the  latter,  made  into  a 
poultice  and  changed  four  times  daily,  applied  hot,  and  daily 
application  of  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  diseased  sur- 
face, it  entirely  disappeared  and  has  never  retm*ned. 

Pathological  Appearances. — ^In  the  first  case  the  cells 
were  round  and  spindle-shaped,  the  latter  predominating, 
large  in  size,  lying  in  alveoli,  formed  by  intersecting  bands 
of  white  fibrous  tissue  to  which  they  were  connected.  Ou 
section  a  considerable  fluid  of  a  reddish-yellow  color  oozed 
out,  alkaline  in  reaction. 

To  the  naked  eye  the  second  tumor  appeared  dense,  of 
dark-grajish,  red  color,  with  white  bands  intersecting  each 
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other,  which  gave  it  the  appearance  of  being  lobed.  On 
pressing  it  there  exuded  a  thin,  light,  yellow-colored  fluid, 
alkaline  in  reaction,  which  when  allowed  to  stand  in  a  vessel 
for  a  short  time,  became  somewhat  gelatinous.  Microscopi- 
cal examination  showed  large  spindle-shaped  cells  with  pig- 
mentary deposits,  and  a  thin  or  scanty  intercellular  tissue. 


SUCCESSFUL  REMOVAL  OF  A  DISEASED  SPLEEN. 


Dr.  B.  Crede,  of  Dresden,  has  lately  put  on  record  a  case 
in  which  he  removed  successfully  from  a  bricklayer,  forty- 
four  years  of  age,  a  spleen  containing  cysts  {Deutsche  Med, 
Zeitung ,  No .  44  ) .  The  patient  had  received ,  ten  years  ago ,  in 
the  left  hypochondriac  region,  a  blow  from  a  brick,  which 
had  caused  him  some  pain  for  five  days.  A  year  before  the 
operation,  a  tumor  the  size  of  a  fist  was  observed  in  the  left 
side  of  the  belly,  which  grew  at  first  slowly,  and  later  on 
more  rapidly,  so  as  at  last  greatly  to  interfere  with  the 
patient's  movements.  On  the  day  of  the  operation  (Sep- 
tember 25,  1881)  the  belly  is  described  as  being  greatly 
iirched ;  a  very  movable  fluctuating  tumor,  the  size  of  a 
large  child's  head,  adherent  at  its  upper  part,  and  not  veiy 
tender,  was  felt  in  the  left  side  of  the  abdomen.  As  the 
swelling  was  apparently  not  adherent  to  the  skin  or  intes- 
tines, the  operator  saw  no  reason  why  an  exploratory  lapar- 
otomy should  not  be  performed  with  a  view  to  radical  opera- 
tion, should  the  case  be  favorable.  The  diagnosis  rested 
between  cystic  spleen  and  hydronephrosis.  Laparotomy  was 
done,  the  incision  being  made  to  the  left  of  the  rectus  abdo- 
minis, reaching  from  the  ribs  to  the  anterior  superior  spine 
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of  the  ilium.     A  cyst  presented  and  was  tapped,  a  great  deal 

of  clear,  yellow,  slightly  albuminous  fluid  being  let  out. 
Finally,  seeing  that  this  cyst  was  in  the  spleen,  it  was  de- 
cided to  remove  that  organ.  The  wound  was  treated  anti- 
septically ,  but  not  drained.  Healing  took  place  without  any 
bad  sign,  and  the  patient  slowly  gained  strength.  The 
tumor  weighed  about  a  pound  (without  the  cystic  fluid). 
Four  weeks  after  the  operation,  doughy,  painful  swellings  of 
all  the  lymphatic  glands  were  observed,  which  subsided  after 
four  months.  Eight  days  ofter  the  operation  the  number 
of  white  lymph-corpuscles  in  the  blood  was  found  to  be  in- 
creased. Gradually  the  proportion  of  white  blood-cells  to 
red  blood-disks  returned  to  the  normal,  and  no  difference 
was  found  at  the  end  of  four  months  and  a  half.  The 
patient  was  in  good  health  ten  months  after  the  extirpation 
of  his  spleen. — Medical  THmes  and  Cfazette. 


Sepia  in  Tinea. — I  have  just  been  reading  an  article  in 
the  last  number  of  The  Investigator,  purporting  to  be  a 
part  of  a  lecture  wherein  he  says,  ^*  sepia  will  do  no  good 
in  tinea  circinata,"  but  recommends  one  of  the  various  Allo- 
pathic or  Eclectic  nostrums  in  its  stead.  Is  this  the  kind 
of  Homoeopathy  taught  in  Chicago  ?  If  we  send  our  sons 
and  students  there  must  we  expect  them  to  be  taught  such 
foolishness  ?  Is  it  any  wonder  you  have  had  a  fight  among 
yourselves  ?  I  have  been  practicing  medicine  and  have  tried  to 
be  a  Homoeopath  for  twenty-five  years,  and  have  seen  many 
cases  of  ringwor,m  but  never  saw  a  case  that  did  not  yield 
readily  to  some  attenuation  of  sepia, 

A.  M.  Cushing,  in  Med.  Investigator, 
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Every  stadent  who  reads  this  book  will  be  wealthier  in  knowledge 
when  he  lias  finished  it,  and  a  re-reading  will  reveal  more  of  its  trae  worth. 
It  contains  some  beautiful  gems  of  thought. 

Phthisis  Pdlmonalis.    G.  N.  Brigham,  M.  D. 

Though  we  cannot  say  of  this  book  that  it  supplies  that  oft-mentioned 
desiderratum,  «  a  want  long  felt,"  we  can  say  of  it  that  it  is  useful  in  its 
place,  and  one  that  may  be  profitably  read  by  the  practitioner  and  student 
alike.  In  the  opening  chapter  the  author  asserts,  "  that  consumption  Is 
not  an  incurable  disease  so  long  as  vitality  can  be  made  to  take  a  more 
self-asserting  influence  in  the  tuberculated  tissue  than  that  of  degrading 
chemical  forces."  This  is  true  in  all  diseases,  but  unfortunately  the  <<  self- 
asserting  influence  "  does  not  arise  at  our  beck,  and  upon  reading  the  sen- 
tence we  were  prepared  to  flnd  somewhere  in  the  book  just  how  to  de* 
velope  this  recuperative  force.  But  also,  we  are  again  directed  to  the  old 
plan  of  applying  remedies  that  have  over  and  over  again  failed  to  cure 
tubercular  phthisis. 

Now  and  then  a  case  may  be  restored  to  health  by  proper  regimen, 
diet,  and  well-selected  remedies,  but  we  cannot  feel  so  sanguine,  as  is  the 
author,  of  its  frequent  curability,  whether  tubercular  or  caseous.  We  are 
somewhat  sceptical  in  belief  that  many  of  the  cases  related  as  cures- 
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were  those  of  tubercular  phthisis,  or  manifested  any  tendency 
thereto,  as  nothing  in  their  symptoms  indicate  any  alliance  to  this  disease* 
more  than  too  many  other  conditions  which  present  signs  of  wasting  or 
degenerative  changes. 

The  chapter  on  "  Importance  of  Early  Recognition  of  Phthisical  Ten- 
dencies,** is  given  much  less  space  than  the  question  demands,  and  the 
subject  of  **  Temperature  "  as  an  aid  in  diagnosis,  is  disposed  of  in  about 
twenty  lines.  Chapter  xvi  is  devoted  to  dress,  food,  climate,  hot  baths, 
surgical  drainage  and  pneumatic  treatment,  and  contains  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  valuable  hints.  Of  surgical  drainage  as  a  curative  means  in  thia. 
disease  we  venture  the  prediction  it  will  soon  be  known  as  a  thing  of  the 
past  and  relegated  to  the  sphere  of  the  obsolete.  The  indications  for  the 
proper  Homoeopathic  remedy  are  concisely  and  quite  accurately  given,  and; 
embraces  the  larger  portion  of  the  work,  and  in  this  respect  is  commend- 
able. 

Physical  diagnosis,  causes,  complications  and  suggestions  for  manage- 
ment, are  each  given  a  proper  place,  and  carefully  analyzed.  It  seems 
somewhat  odd  now-a-days  to  pick  up  a  medical  work  on  any  disease  and  not 
find  some  hints  or  suggestions  on  the  subject  of  bacterism.  More  especi- 
ally so  if  the  theme  be  allied  to  scrofulosus,  struma  or  syphilis.  Evidently 
the  author  does  not  believe  in  the  theory  of  Koch,  for  nowhere  does  he 
allude  to  it  nor  present  any  claims  of  the  consumptive  bacillus  as  being 
the  originating  cause  of  so  much  destruction  and  death.  The  work  is  issued 
by  Boericke  &  Tafel,  in  good  binding,  good  paper  and  clear  print. 

Prepertory  to  the  Symptoms  op  Intermittent  Fever.  Wm.  A. 
Allen,  M.  D. 

Any  essay  or  book  that  tends  to  enlighten  the  profession  on  the  treat- 
ment of  intermittent  fever,  should  always  be  received  with  gladness, 
especially  by  those  who  reside  in  malarious  districts,  such  as  are  found  in 
the  Mississippi  Valley.  There  are  a  great  many  homoeopathic  physicians 
who  often  have  cause  to  reproach  themselves  for  their  inability  to  cure 
this  ever-present  pest.  This  often  arises  from  lack  of  research  for  the 
'<  similar  "  remedy,  and  again  may  be  due  to  a  want  of  time  to  study  up 
the  case  and  obtain  its  perfect  picture.  This  little  work  was,  no  doubt, 
intended  for  just  such  persons,  and  can  be  used  by  them  to  great  advan- 
tage. The  arrangement  of  the  different  stages  with  all  the  peculiarities 
and  concomitant  symptoms  so  frequently  observed,  as  well  as  the  adapta- 
tion of  remedial  agents  to  each,  are  concisely,  accurately,  and  plainly  given, 
And  needs  but  a  few  moments  perusal  to  find  the  remedy  required.  Brev- 
ity in  literature  is  to-day  the  great  demand  of  the  medical  profession, 
and  here  we  have  it  in  a  nut-shell.  We  do  not  wish  our  medical  friends 
to  think  that  this  book  will  guide  them  to  a  successful  result  in  every  case^ 
for  such  is  not  our  belief.  That  it  will  materially  aid  in  speedily  curing 
the  larger  proportion  of  cases  that  dwell  on  high  lands,  may  be  set  down 
as  correct.  But  there  are  some  ague  shakers  that  live  in  low,  marshy 
regions,  inhabitants  of  cess-pools  of  miasm,  in  which  nothing  short  of 
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quinine  in  big  doses,  and  frequently  repeated,  will  have  any  effect  what- 
«yer.  This  is  the  general  practice  in  the  West,  and  must  of  necessity  be 
80.  The  author  has  evidently  given  the  subject  a  large  amount  of  thought 
and  investigation  in  gathering  up  the  items  for  and  arranging  this  mono- 
graph, which  we  are  assured  by  Dr.  Timothy  F.  Allen,  of  New  York,  "  is 
•exceedingly  valuable."  It  is  published  by  Boericke  &  Tafel,  in  a  neat 
pocket-form,  and  as  a  book  for  ready  reference  has  no  superior. 

Thb  Diseases  of  Childhood  with  Thbrafetttic  Indications.  By 
Prof.  B.  F.  Underwood,  M.  D.,  Brooklyn,  New  York:    Chatterton  &  Co. 

^ew  York,  Publishers. 

To  review  this  book  in  the  spirit  of  fairness  and  candor,  could  only 
bring  pleasure  to  some  bitter,  testy  soul  whose  chief  delight  consists  in 
giving  pain  and  anguish  to  others.  For,  barring  any  commendable  purpose 
on  the  part  of  the  author  to  make  himself  useful  to  the  profession,  and 
through  the  profession  to  ameliorate  the  sufferings  of  juvenile  humanity, 
and  the  excellent  manner  in  which  the  publishers  have  discharged  their 
duty,  there  is  scarcely  one  redeeming  element  or  claim  in  behalf  of  a  book 
crammed  full  of  blunders  and  blemishes  of  a  literary,  professional  and 
scientific  nature.  We  regret  to  feel  that  It  can  neither  enhance  the  author^s 
reputation  or  be  useful  or  creditable  to  the  profession  of  which  he  is  a 
member. 

The  field  in  this  department  of  professional  literature  is  a  large  and 
Important  one,  and  by  no  means  well  filled  or  occupied.  Teste  and  Hart- 
mann's  works  are  brief,  incomplete  and  not  at  all  up  to  the  present  advanced 
state  of  medical  knowledge.  Edmond*s  book  if  shorn  of  certain  qualities 
•of  individualism  and  materially  enlarged  in  pathology  and  therapeutics, 
jnight  be  made  passable  and  even  useful.  But  Duncan's  book  If  roasted 
in  the  literary  crucible  of  change  and  criticism  for  a  thousand  years, 
could  hardly  be  divested  of  its  literary  blemishes  and  huge  crudities  and 
incongruities.  We  opine  then  that  the  book  of  the  period  on  Diseases  of 
Children  is  yet  to  be  written  or  re- written. 

It  is  the  bane  of  any  new  departure  in  scientific  and  professional  per- 
suits,  to  have  its  ranks  largely  occupied  by  a  number  of  enthusiastic  zealots, 
each  of  whom  has  something  to  say  and  publish  in  behalf  of  the  new  ftiith 
.and  light  that  are  within  him,  with  a  fearful  probability  that  what  is  said 
may  not  be  altogether  *<  according  to  knowledge."  Homasopathy,  as  a 
•departure,  and  new  mode  does  not  furnish  an  exception  in  this  particular. 
Many  of  our  books  and  periodicals  have  been  characterized  by  great  ablUty 
and  usefulness,  but  we  feel  forced  to  the  humiliating  confession,  that 
largely  the  major  part  has  hung  upon  the  profession  as  a  dead  weight, 
being  neither  useful  or  creditable  to  us.  As  the  claim  of  any  profession  to 
an  elevated  standing  hinges  largely  upon  the  quality  of  its  literature,  both^ 
publishers  and  authors  should  feel  a  want  of  responsibility  that  ought  to 
«pare  us  the  shame  of  publications  conceived  in  haste  and  bom  of  any 
puerile  desire  to  see  one's  self  In  print. 

In  the  book  before  us,  the  third  sentence  of  the  preface  furnishes  a 
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fair  sample  of  the  liberty  taken  with  the  <*  King's  English  "  at  various 
places  in  the  entire  progress  of  the  work. 

The  title  page  and  preface  give  ns  the  unique  side  of  a  work  on  Dis- 
eases of  Children,  contemplated  at  first  by  the  author,  without  treatment. 
This  reminds  one  of  the  stereotype  saying  of  Hamlet  played  with  Hamlet 
left  out. 

Subsequently,  he  proposes  in  an  apologetic  or  explanatory  way  to- 
**add  therapeutic  indications.*'     In  the  treatment  of  many  diseases  of 
much  frequency  and  importance,  on  account  of  violence,  and  even  peril  to- 
life,  the  proffered  information  as  to  <*  treatment"  scarcely  reaches  the 
dignity  of  indications.  For  instance,  the  management  of  *<  calculi  vesical " 
is  disposed  of  in  exactly  four  words.     The  treatment  of  Convulsions, 
is  embraced  in  two  short  sentences,  directing  the  use  of  chloroform  inhala- 
tions and  the  warm  bath.    For  Cancrum  Oris  we  have  directions  as  to  <*the 
appropriate  remedy"  and  <*  a  diet  to  support  strength."  In  other  instances- 
the  fancy  seems  to  strike  the  author  of  looming  grandly  in  his  advice  as  to> 
the  use  of  remedies.    For  instance,  in  the  treatment  for  Chronic  Diarrhoea,, 
we  have  directions  for  the  use  of  about  seventy  remedies.    When  he  getfr 
his  *<  Therapeutic  Indications  "  fairly  under  way,  in  extreme  examples  the 
array  rather  reminds  the  reader  of  a  section  from  an  alphabetical  phar» 
macy  catalogue,  in  the  great  quantity,  and  want  of  therapeutic  discrimi- 
nation, as  to  the  proper  remedy  for  the  case  in  hand.    AconiU  is  made  tO' 
do  service  on  nearly  all  occasions;  in  violation  of  the  fact  that  sympto- 
matic and  clinical  experience  in  regard  to  it,  confine  its  appreciation  to  the 
early  stage  of  fevers  and  inflammations  Involving  the  serous  and  fibrous- 
tissues. 

Seeing  that  the  author  as  indicated  in  the  preface,  had  it  primarily  in 
mind  to  confine  his  work  to  the  history  of  diseases  to  the  exclusion  of 
therapeutics  we  have  a  right  to  expect  ample  effort  in  the  elucidation  of 
symptoms,  time  and  place  of  prevalence,  pathological  appearances,  prog- 
nosis, diagnosis,  etc.  Yet  we  find  upon  actual  count  and  investigation, 
such  important  diseases  or  groups  of  symptoms  as  dropsy,  diabetis,  cal- 
culi vesical,  enuresis,  chronic  hydrocephalus,  convulsions,  chorea  can- 
crum oris,  disposed  of  in  a  space  varying  from  sixteen  to  twenty-four  lines- 
each,  and  in  two  instances,  treatment  included. 

As  samples  of  scientific  inaccuracy  we  find  ^'aphthee"  and  <*  nursing  sore 
mouth  "  laid  down  as  identical.  Now  if  we  have  not  been  sadly  mistaken^ 
the  former  is  peculiar  to  infants,  and  the  latter  to  mothers  while  nursing. 
Diarrhoea  is  laid  down  as  **  serious  and  dangerous."  Every  practitioner 
of  experience  knows  that  infants  have  repeated  and  very  frequent  recur- 
rences of  diarrhoea,  with  little  or  no  other  result  than  that  of  personal 
inconvenience  to  the  patient  and  nurse. 

Cholera  Infantum  is  defined  as  synonomous  with  entero-colitis  and 
inflanunatory  diarrhoea.  While  cholera-inf  antum  may  have  inflammatlon^as 
a  sequela,  we  do  not  think  the  disease  in  its  primary  or  individual  form 
necessarily  or  even  probably  involves  infiammation ;  it  is  certainly  more 
than  diarrhoea,  and  probably  less  than  inflammation.     Judging  by  the 
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unthor's  account  of  Taibea  MeserUerica,  would  seem  to  consist  In  tuberculous 
deposits  in  the  mucous  and  sub-mucous  layers  of  the  intestines  as  against 
the  opinion  or  doctrine  usually  entertained  that  the  disease  consists  tech- 
nically in  a  tuberculous  deposit  in  the  mesenteric  apparatus. 

In  the  general  literary  complexion  of  the  work  we  find  a  great  deal  of 
verbiage  and  phraseology  which,  while  not  strictly  a  violation  of  the  rules 
of  syntax,  is  obscure,  inelegant  and  of  dubious  meaning. 

We  conclude,  that  neither  the  author  or  publisher  is  excusable  for 
blowing  the  book  to  appear  in  its  present  form. 


ItAiim^n  |pli[aitt^^ 


Dr.  M.  Ayers  was  appointed  county  physician  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors at  Rushville,  111.,  in  session  week  before  last.  This  is  another  recog- 
nition of  the  doctor's  increasing  popularity. 

Dr.  Everett  to  the  Front  Again. — ^The  "  code"  is  working  all  right 
even  in  the  **  far  West,"  where  by  a  recent  action  of  the  city  fathers  of  Den- 
ver, the  Arrapahoe  County  Hospital  has  again  been  given  to  our  esteemed 
friend,  Dr.  A.  8.  Everett,  notwithstanding  the  Allopaths  offered  to  take 
-charge  and  run  it  for  a  considerable  less  sum  than  has  been  voted  to  Dr. 
Everett. 

Dr.  L.  S.  Ordway,  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  contemplates  changing  his 
place  of  residence  to  St.  Louis,  about  the  1st  of  June  next.  He  has  been 
unanimously  tendered  and  has  accepted  the  Chair  of  Obstetrics  in  the  Horn. 
Med.  College  of  Missouri,  and  will  commence  his  labors  at  the  opening  of 
the  school  in  September.  Another  strong  link  is  thereby  added  to  the  teach- 
ing faculty  in  the  old  life-guard  school  of  the  West,  which  the  profession  will 
acknowledge  by  sending  their  sons  and  students  to  St.  Louis  for  a  thorough 
education.  Congratulations  are  in  order.  We  shall  also  welcome  his  coming 
as  another  addition  to  the  Homoeopathic  rank  and  file  that  will  serve  to 
strengthen  and  extend  the  power  of  our  professional  interests. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Tucker,  late  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  has  located  in  St. 
liOuis,  and  can  be  found  at  Lafayette  Park  Flats  We  extend  a  cordial 
welcome  to  the  doctor,  and  wish  more  good  Homoeopathic  physicians 
would  adopt  the  Future  Great  for  their  homes.  We  need  them  and  have 
plenty  of  room  for  all  who  may  choose  to  come.  Our  air  is  salubrious,  no 
(sloughs  nor  odorous  rivers  at  our  doors,  climate  first-class,  clientage  tip- 
top, and  every  inducement  offered  that  a  large,  prosperous,  commercial 
find  sound  moral  city  can  tender. 
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Mextings  of  Socibtiss.— The  St.  Louis  Medical  Society  meets  the 
second  and  fourth  Mondays  in  each  month. 

Kansas  State  Society  meets  at  Ottawa,  May  2nd.  Prof.  T.  P.  Wilson 
of  Michigan,  will  be  present  and  deliver  his  popular  lecture,  '<  An  Hour 
Among  the  Skulls." 

Thb  Indiana  Institute  meets  May  8th,  and  9th,  at  Indianapolis. 

Illinois  Medical  Society  meets  in  Rock  Island,  May  15th  and  16th. 

The  Nebraska  State  and  the  N.  W.  Academy,  at  Lincoln,  Neb.,  May 
23d,  24th  and  25th. 

Western  Academy,  at  Madison,  Wis.,  June  12th,  18th,  and  14th. 

American  Institute,  at  Niagara  Falls,  June  19th. 

Graduatbs  this  Spring. — ^New  York  College,  48;  Hahnemann  of 
Philadelphia,  52;  Hahnemann  of  Chicago,  188;  Chicago  Homoeopathic, 
39;  Pulte  College,  81;  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri,  19;  Iowa 
University,  18. 

Thb  following  is  a  report  of  the  clinics  at  the  Homoeopathic  Medical 
College  of  Missouri,  for  month  ending  March  81st.  Total  at  last  report, 
22,911;  general  clinic  for  March,  427;  surgical  clinic,  18;  eye  and  ear,  19. 
Grand  total,  28,875.    £.  K.  Shirley,  Physician  In  charge  of  General  Clinic. 

Women's  Homceopathic  College. — Before  the  harvest  moon  shines 
fall,  there  will  be  founded  on  a  firm  basis,  a  Medical  School  for  Women  in 
this  city. 

Dr.  Boswell  D.  Valentinb  has  moved  from  Canton,  111.,  to  Spring- 
Held,  Mo.  He  is  one  of  the  most  accomplished  physicians  in  the  western 
country.    See  his  translations  in  this  Journal. 

Dr.  Pallen,  of  N.  Y.,  believes  in  the  existence  of  an  antagonism  between 
the  virus  of  syphilis  and  vaccine  virus,  and  as  a  resuU  of  his  observations  in 
471  children  vaccinated,  410  were  successful,  and  all  were  free  from  syphi- 
litic taint.  In  the  remaining  61  in  which  inoculation  was  not  successful, 
48  presented  marked  evidences  of  syphilis. 

Equine  Scarlatinal  Virus  a  Prophylactic  Against  Human  Scar- 
latina.— In  a  late  number,  March  24,  of  the  Medical  Becord^  Dr.  J.  W 
Stickler,  publishes  an  article  on  this  subject,  adding  the  results  of  some 
experiments  he  has  lately  made  by  Introducing  into  the  human  body  nasal 
mucus  taken  from  a  horse  who  was  suffering  from  scarlatina,  and  after- 
ward injected  into  the  same  patient,  blood  drawn  from  a  person  who  was 
then  sick  with  scarlatina.  In  every  instance  there  did  not  appear  any 
effect  whatever  from  the  action  of  the  latter.  But  every  case  vaccinated 
with  the  equine  virus  manifested  local  signs  of  scarlatinal  eruption, 
swelling  of  glands,  desquamation,  etc.,  but  no  renal  dropsy,  nor  constitu- 
tional disturbance.  It  would  appear  from  this  that  vaccination  may 
become  as  popular  and  beneficial  in  preventing  and  modifying  the  scarlet 
^ever  as  it  is  in  small-pox. 
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Dr.  Valentike  for  the  Board  of  Health — ^A  regular  meeting  of 
the  St.  Louis  Society  of  Homodopathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons  was  held 
last  evening,  the  President,  Dr.  Parsons,  in  the  chair.  There  were  pres- 
ent, Drs.  Comstock,  Shirley,  Yastlne,  Tucker,  Carrlere,  Harris,  Dowllng, 
Cummlngs,  Colllsson,  Edmonds,  Uhlemeyer,  Pearman,  Valentine,  Frohne, 
Morgan,  Bahrenburg,  de  Callhol,  Scott,  Sauter,  Sargent,  Taylor,  Peters, 
Chapman,  Ady,  Kershaw  and  De  Wees.  Dr.  Comstock  presented  an  able 
paper  on  "  puerperal  fever,"  which  was  followed  by  a  lengthy  discussion. 
At  the  close  of  this  subject  a  ballot  was  taken  for  a  representative  on  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Dr.  P.  6.  Valen- 
entine.  Dr.  Valentine  thus  has  the  endorsement  of  the  society,  and  is  also 
backed  by  a  number  of  prominent  city  laymen. — Globe-VemoayUy  April  10. 

Reports  of  the  Little  Rock  Homodopathlc  Free  Dispensary,  from 
August  12,  1881,  to  April  1,  1883:  Number  of  patients  treated,  1,808;  pre- 
scriptions given,  5,825 ;  visits  made,  614 ;  surgical  operations,  76 ;  cases, 
obstetrics,  30;  average  daily  attendance,  10  5-6.  F.  P.  Green,  M.  D., 
Resident  Physician. 

College  Changes. — Our  eloquent  and  beloved  Professor  of  Physi- 
ology, Dr.  C.  W.  Spalding,  at  his  own  request,  has  retired  from  active 
work  in  the  college,  and  Dr.  Lee  H.  Dowllng,  Professor  of  Chemistry  last 
year,  succeeds  him.  Professor  Adolph  Uhlemeyer  retires  with  honors  and 
regrets  from  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  and  Dr.  J.  T. 
Kent,  succeeds  to  that  important  chair.  Dr.  W.  J.  Harris  has  been 
appointed  Professor  of  Sanitary  Science.  Dr.  W.  C.  Richardson  occupies 
the  chair  of  Gynecology,  exclusively,  and  Dr.  L.  S.  Ordway,  of  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.,  has  accepted  the  chair  of  Obstetrics. 

HoMoooFATHY  IN  THE  CABINET. — Secretary  Folger  is  rapidly  gaining 
strength  and  there  begins  to  be  some  prospect  that  he  may  put  in  some 
time  at  the  Treasury  before  going  to  Bermuda.  The  physician.  Dr.  Wm.  H. 
Cate,  however,  recommends  that  he  go  at  once.  Dr.  Cate,  by  the  way,  is 
a  homodopathist,  and  his  success  with  Secretary  Folger  has  proved  an  an- 
noyance to  the  old  school  physicians,  who  stand  aghast  at  the  thought 
of  Homoaopathy  in  the  Cabinet  circles.  Dr.  Gate's  success  here  has  been 
somewhat  wonderful.  Coming  here  but  a  little  over  two  years  ago  from 
New  England,  he  has  built  up  so  large  a  practice  and  gained  so  wide  a 
reputation  that  his  friends  are  really  apprehensive  as  to  the  effect  upon  his 
own  health.  He  has  recently  taken  as  partner,  a  clear-headed  young  physi- 
cian, also  of  New  England,  and  both  are  constantly  busy,  with  parlors 
crowded  during  office  hours,  many  coming  a  long  distance  to  worship  at 
the  shrine  of  Homoeopathy. — Post  Dispatch, 

Dr.  Wm.  M.  Cate  is  a  graduate  of  the  Homoaopathic  Medical  College  of 
Missouri,  and  was  Professor  of  Chemistry  for  two  years-  We  know  him 
well.  The  college  sends  him  greeting.  We  are  proud  of  such  a  repre- 
sentative at  Washington.  He  will  be  glad  to  serve  any  of  us  at  the  seat  of 
Government. 
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Dysmenorrhea. — By  Dr.  J.  H.  Bahrenburg. 

Dr.  Cummings. — Digitalis  is  said  to  have  a  cumulative 
effect,  and  I  should  think  there  might  be  danger  of  its 
appearance  when  the  drug  is  given  in  so  large  and  frequent 
doses  as  the  doctor  has  mentioned.  Arnica  might  have  done 
that  case  some  good.  It  has  symptoms  indicating  it  to  be  of 
value  in  kidney  affections.  While  using  arnica  externally 
we  are  apt  to  overlook  its  value  as  an  internal  remedy.  Of 
course,  dropsy  is  a  result  of  some  disease,  and  the  treatment 
must  be  directed  toward  the  cause,  be  it  in  the  heart,  kid- 
neys, or  any  other  part.  When  due  to  valvular  insufficiency 
it  is  incurable.  I  had  a  case  of  this  kind  last  summer.  Be- 
cause the  patient  could  not  lie  down,  I  gave  spongia^  and 
with  some  relief.  Flatulence  was  the  most  distressing  feature 
of  the  case.  /S/?ongrea  is  good  in  pneumonia  when  the  patient 
cannot  lie  down.  Not  long  ago  I  had  another  case  of  heart 
disease,  in  which  flatulence  was  the  most  annoying  symptom. 
The  patient  was  about  80  years  old,  and  was  benefited  some- 
what by  aaafcetida.  In  the  Dispensary  I  had  another  case 
case  of  dropsy  due  to  heart  disease.  It  was  present  in 
winter,  and  disappeared  in  summer.  I  could  not  benefit  the 
case.  Among  other  things  I  gave  an  elaterium  purge.  It 
reduced  the  dropsy  only  temporarily.  Heart  disease  is  very 
serious,  but  some  people  affected  with  it  live  a  long  time  and 
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ultimately  die  from  some  other  disease.  Palliative  treat- 
ment and  good  care  prolong  life  in  many  incurable  cases. 
Apis  is  indicated  in  and  benefits  a  few  cases  of  dropsy. 
Whenever  any  remedy  seems  to  do  good  it  is  best  to  stick 
to  it.  It  may  be  a  good  plan  to  suspend  the  remedy  at  in- 
tervals, but  no  change  should  be  made  so  long  as  there  is 
any  improvement. 

Dr.  Harris. — The  class  of  cases  described  by  the  essayist 
is  the  only  one  I  have  ever  been  able  to  benefit.  Cases  re- 
sulting from  disordered  portjil  circulation  are  frequent  in 
this  malarial  climate  and  are  among  those  most  easily  re- 
lieved. The  heart  may  be  affected  through  the  liver.  We 
have  in  the  hospital  a  man  with  peri  and  endo-carditis,  ac- 
companied by  dropsy.  At  first  we  purged  him  with  cream 
tartar ;  then  we  gave  digitalis  tincture  4x,  5  drops  3  or  4 
times  a  day  for  several  months.  He  went  away  in  a  pretty 
fair  state  of  health,  but  after  a  while  he  came  back  in  a 
worse  condition  than  at  first.  Neither  cream  tai-tiir  nor 
digitalis  did  any  good  this  time,  but  podophyllum  straight 
ened  him  out  in  a  short  time.  He  had  been  a  hard  drinker. 
There  is  a  similar  case  in  the  hospital  now,  but  neither  po- 
dophyllum nor  apocynum  have  done  it  any  good.  Arsenic 
does  not  benefit  much  when  the  liver  is  at  fault.  JSpongia 
helped  me  in  a  case  3  or  4  years  ago.  Cactus  is  a  valuable 
remedy,  bnt  1  have  never  seen  any  good  effects  from  apis. 

Dr.  Tennant. — I  have  recently  had  an  interesting  case  of 
anasarca.  The  patient  was  a  high  liver  in  early  life,  and  had 
been  confined  to  the  bed  for  six  months.  I  thought  arsenic 
was  the  remedy  and  gave  it.  No  improvement  followed. 
Dr.  Dewees  was  called  in  consultation.  He  agreed  with  me 
that  arsenic  was  indicated,  and  it  was  continued,  but  with- 
out any  benefit.  About  this  time  I  discovered  that  the 
friends  had  been  mixing  the  treatment  by  giving  bromide  of 
potash  and  chloral  prescribed  by  an  allopath  at  intervals. 
Attacks  of  delirium  followed  the  administration  of  the 
chloral,  etc.     We  got  them  to  stop  giving  other  drugs,  and 
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^ave  arsenic  HOOth.  Improvement  apparently  began,  but 
there  was  an  excessive  desire  for  narcotics,  which,  I  think, 
aiTijravated  the  ease.  The  patient  has  ofone  down  hill  very 
fast,  and  will  i)robal)ly  die  to-night.  If  arsenic  800th  had 
been  given  at  first  the  course  of  the  case  might  have  been 
different, 

Dr.  Pearman. — How  large  doses  of  podophyllum  did  Dr; 
Bahrenburg  give,  and  what  diet? 

Dr.  Bahrenburg. — Two  or  three  grains  of  first  trituraticm. 
At  first  all  food  was  vomited.  I  gave  lemonade  and  soda 
water  and  gruel  until  other  food  could  be  borne. 

Dr.  de  Cailhol. — Dropsy  may  result  from  any  of  several 
causes,  and  to  treat  it  intelligently  we  must  know  what  the 
cause  is.  About  two  years  ago  I  cured  a  bad  case  of  peri- 
carditis with  effusion.  Spongia  seeined  to  do  a  little  good. 
Free  catharsis  reduced  the  effusion  greatly.  Arsenic  and 
cactus  weie  used  subsecjuently,  and  the  patient  recovered  in 
a  few  months. 

Dr.  Bahrenburg. — In  trciiting  dropsy  or  any  other  disease 
we  must,  of  course,  look  for  the  cause.  There  is  little  to 
be  hoped  for  in  cases  due  to  organic  lesions  of  the  heart. 
The  progress  is  much  less  favorable  in  cases  of  men  who 
have  made  beer  kegs  of  themselves  than  in  others.  In  my 
experience  digitalis^  apocynum  and  podopliylulm  have  been 
the  most  effective  remedies. 

Dr.  CoUisson. — Arsenic  3x  or  ()X  has  done  more  «:ood  than 
all  other  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  dropsy.  A  recent 
case  appeared  to  recover  under  its  use,  but  there  w  as  a  re- 
lapse followed  l)y  death.  Several  years  ago  I  had  a  case  in 
which  a  post  mortem  revealed  cancerous  nodules  in  the  liver, 
and  a  pericarditis  with  4  or  5  ounces  of  fluid  in  the  pericar- 
dium. An  allopath  had  diagnosed  the  case  cancer  of  the 
breast.  There  was  depression  of  the  nipple,  and  a  serous 
discharge,  but  a  careful  dissection  showed  no  malignant  dis- 
ease of  the  breast.  W.  B.  Morgan,  Secretary. 
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PHIMOSIS. 


BY   WM.    D.    FOSTER,    M.    D.,    KANSAS   CITY. 


Read  before  the  Mo.  Inst,  of  Hom.^  1883: 

Phimosis  consists  in  a  contraction  and  elongation  of  the 
prepuce,  attended  with  an  inability  to  uncover  the  head  of 
the  penis.  It  presents  itself  in  two  varieties,  the  congenital 
and  the  acquired. 

In  the  former  the  narrowing  of  the  prepuce  depends 
chiefly  upon  the  short  and  undeveloped  condition  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  ;  in  the  latter  all  the  structures  are  involved, 
the  skin,  mucous  membrane  and  cellular  tissue,  usually  the 
result  of  inflammatory  deposits  following  gonorrhoea,  balani- 
tis, chancre,  or  some  other  malady.  Phimosis,  it  is  said, 
frequently  leads  to  masturbation  in  young  boys. 

The  different  conditions  of  the  prepuce  have  been  thus 
classified  (Barwell,  Diseases  of  Joints,  1881)  : 

1st  degree — ^The  opening  in  the  prepuce  is  a  mere  pin 
hole. 

2d. — Opening  large  enough  to  expose  meatus  only. 

3d. — The  prepuce  can  be  only  partially  retracted. 

4th. — Elongated  prepuce,  projecting  more  than  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  beyond  the  glans,  but  capable  of  entire  retraction. 

5  — Normal. 

Mr.  Barwell  cites  the  fact  «•  that  nearly  all  the  boys  ad- 
mitted for  hip  disease  into  Charing  Cross  Hospital  had  con- 
genital phimosis."  Of  100  cases  of  hip-disease  in  boys 
under  10  years  of  age  he  found  the  prepuce  in  the  following 
condition :  First  degree,  39  ;  second  degree,  27  ;  third  de- 
gree, 17  ;  fourth  degree,  11 ;  and  fifth  degree,  or  normal,  6. 
He  also  adduces  the  further  fact  that  at  the  Evelina  Hos- 
pital, which  is  largely  used  by  Jews,  few  cases  of  hip-disetise 
are  admitted,  and  that  most  of  those  so  received  belong  to 
the  Christian  community.     As  to  the  manner  in  w^hich  phi- 
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mosis  influences  hip  disease,  the  fact  is  pointed  out  that  phi- 
mosal  children  have  frequent  and  often  long-continued 
priapism  ;  "  that  this  condition,  unnatural  in  the  infant,  must 
produce  after  a  time  a  certain  irrital)ility  or  irritiition  of  the 
lumbar  spinal  cord ;  that  from  this  part  the  various  nerves 
of  the  pelvis  and  lower  limbs  are  given  off ;  that  the  influ- 
ence of  spinal  irritation  on  the  trophic  nerves  is  well  known  ; 
and  that  just  at  this  particular  period  large  trophic  changes 
are  in  progress  about  the  hip-joint."  These  facts  are  curi- 
ous, and  will,  undoubtedly,  lead  to  further  and  wider  inves- 
tigation into  the  influences  which  this  condition  has  upon 
other  parts  of  the  economy. 

The  proper  treatment  of  phimosis  is  surgical.  Various 
operations  are  described  and  practiced  by  surgeons,  such  as 
forcible  dilatation  and  laceration  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
division  of  the  stricture  with  the  knife  or  scissors,  partial  or 
formal  circumcision,  depending  upon  the  degree  of  the  de- 
formity, the  age  and  state  of  the  patient. 

The  following  case  was  a  patient  of  Dr.  George  Win. 
Wilson,  of  this  city,  who  assisted  in  the  oj)eration,  and  who 
had  charge  of  the  subsequent  treatment : 

Case  :  A  gentleman,  40  years  of  age,  had  congenital  phi- 
mosis, which  caused  him  much  physical  trouble  and  mental 
uneasiness.  He  had  been  married  thirteen  years,  with  one 
child,  a  girl  eight  years  old.  He  had  rarely  been  able  to 
retract  the  prepuce  over  the  glans,  and  not  for  a  long  time 
previous  to  date  of  treatment.  In  November,  1882,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  impure  embrace,  as  he  supposed,  he  suffered 
from  slight  discharge,  accompanied  with  inflammation  and 
hardening  of  the  prepuce,  said  induration  forming  a  ring 
and  extending  about  one-half  inch  backward  from  the  mar- 
gin of  the  prepuce,  and  having  the  feeling  and  density  of 
cartilage.  I  suspected  a  concealed  chancre  within  the  tissue 
which  was  the  cause  of  such  induiation.  Cannabis  and 
rtiercinHus  were  given  without  much  good  effect  upon  the 
discharge,  and  silicea  afterward,  wiiich  reduced  at  least  one- 
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half  the  preputiiil  induration.  Previous  to  this  attiick  he 
had  had  intennittent  fever,  followed  by  profuse  night  sweat, 
which  had  greatly  reduced  him,  and  which  was  cured  by  cin- 
chona 30th. 

His  condition  bcconiing  sufficiently  improved  to  warrant  an 
operation,  which  he  strongly  desired,  Dr.  Wm.  D.  Foster 
operated  on  the  phimosis,  under  ancest/tesia,  by  slitting  the 
prepuce  upward,  cutting  away  the  thickened  ring  of  tissue, 
trimming  the  margins  shapefuUy,  and  uniting  the  mucous 
membrane  and  skin  with  five  silk  sutures ;  later,  aqua  calen- 
dula was  applied  and  the  subject  put  to  bed.  After  the  re- 
moval of  the  sutures  union  was  speedy  and  satisfactory,  the 
patient  having  a  much  improved  and  more  useful  oi-gan. 
The  only  peculiarity  about  the  excised  part  was  its  thickness 
and  hardness.  The  glans  penis  was  found  to  be  dark  red 
and  congested,  and  had  the  impress  of  former  syphilitic 
poisoning.  He  acknowledged  having  violent  gonorrhoea  more 
than  once  in  his  life,  and  stricture  also,  as  he  had  been  in- 
formed. It  is  probable,  as  I  believe,  that  mjiny,  if  not  all 
the  troublesome  symptoms  of  which  he  complained,  will  dis- 
appear after  a  time  under  the  new  condition  of  things  begun 
by  the  operation . 


ATROPHIC   INFANTILE  PARALYSIS. 


BY    W,  A.  EDMONDS,   A.  M.  M.  D., 


A  Paper  read  before  the  Missouri  Institute  of  Homosopathy  at  the  meeting  for 
1882: 

The  term  infantile,  is  somewhat  a  misnomer,  as  the  dis 
ease  is  not  confined  to  the  period  technically  known  as  in- 
fancy ;  but  having  the  authority  of  use  and  cun-ency  in  the 
profession,  we  accept  it  rather  than  multiply  terminology. 
Of  course  we  recognize  the  fact  that  paralysis  may,  and 
does  occur  at  any  and  every  period  of  life,  but  there  is  a 
mai'ked  difference  in  the    precedent,  attendent  and  conse- 
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quent  conditions  of  adult  paralysis  as  compared  with  the 
forrn  of  trouble  now  under  consideration. 

The*disease  may  be  congenital,  but  is  more  likely  to  show 
itself  at  some  time  during  the  first  two  years  of  life ;  in 
occasional  cases  as  late  as  the  sixth  or  eighth  year.  The 
symptom  comes  as  a  surprise,  suddenly,  without  special 
warning  or  attending  notice  at  the  time  of  occurrence. 

The  child  is  found  to  have  a  paralyzed  member  as  the 
first  evidence  that  anything  has  gone  wrong  with  it.  In 
some  cases  the  attacks  are  preceded  by  convulsive  disorder, 
but  this  is  by  no  means  necessary  or  the  rule  in  these  cases. 

In  occasional  cases  the  first  intimation  of  trouble  shows 
itself  in  a  persistent  habit  of  using  a  particular  member  and 
the  non-use  of  its  fellow.  Even  this  habit  or  peculiarity 
may  not  iittract  special  notice,  until,  after  a  lapse  of  consid- 
erable time,  the  disused  member  begins  to  exhibit  signs  of 
decay  as  to  consistency  and  size ;  begins  to  show  signs  of 
atrophy. 

The  disease  consists  in  a  loss  of  voluntary  motor  muscu- 
lar power,  arrest  of  development,  atrophic  appearance,  with 
fatty  degeneration  of  the  part. 

The  parts  involved  are  usually  the  extremities,  upper  or 
lower.  Sometimes  a  single  leg  or  foot ;  sometimes  both  legs 
or  feet :  sometimes  a  hand  and  arm,  at  others  a  leg  and  arm 
of  the  same  side. 

In  rare  cases  the  disease  shows  itself  in  a  hemiplegic 
form.  There  is  ordinarily  little  or  no  impairment  of  the 
function  of  sensation.  The  accident  is  more  frequent  in  the 
legs  than  in  the  arms ;  paraplegia  is  more  probable  than 
hemiplegia ;  both  arms  being  involved  without  trouble  in 
other  parts  of  the  body  is  very  rare. 

We  are  indebted  to  West  for  very  satisfactory  tables  and 
statistics  as  to  relative  frequency  of  parts  involved  and  the 
relative  probability  of  occurrence  between  males  and  females 
as  well  as  to  most  probable  time  as  to  age.  In  forty-four 
eases  tabulated  by  this  distinguished  authority,  twenty-two 
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were  males,  twenty-two  females ;  twelve  csises  occurred 
between  one  and  two  years ;  two  were  under  six  mouths ; 
one  between  seven  and  eight  years. 

The  experience  in  these  forty-four  cases  shows  much  the 
largest  tendency  to  the  disease  between  the  first  and  second 
years  ;  between  the  seventh  and  eighth,  the  smallest. 

As  to  the  parts  involved  the  table  shows  *'  eighteen  legs 
only  affected,  viz :  five  times  the  right ;  five  the  left ;  eight 
both." 

"Twenty-five  cases  legs  and  arms  both  involved,  viz: 
eight  cases  right  leg  and  arm  ;  six  cases  left  leg  and  arm  ; 
four  cases  both  legs  and  right  arm  ;  three  cases  both  legs 
and  left  arm  ;  four  cases  both  arms." 

'*  Of  these  twenty-five  cases  there  were  thirteen  in  which 
the  arm  had  perfectly  recovered,  while  the  leg  had  not,  and 
eight  in  which  both  had  continued  paralyzed  at  the  time  the 
patients  came  under  my  care,  though  these  figures  do  not  in 
the  least  express  what  may  be  the  ultimate  issue  of  the 
case^." 

While  the  loss  of  motor  muscular  power  is  the  leading 
prominent  symptom,  and  usually  the  first  to  attract  atten- 
tion, the  loss  is  partial,  not  complete ;  the  patient  retaining 
more  or  less  power  to  effect  feeble  flexion  and  extension  of 
the  affected  limbs. 

As  before  stated,  in  very  young  children,  devoid  of  suf- 
ficient intelligence  to  communicate  by  speech,  and  before  the 
period  of  locomotion,  or  nmch  ability  to  handle  toys,  the 
disease  may  have  made  considerable  progress  before  attract- 
ing attention,  so  as  to  render  the  precise  date  of  attack 
doubtful.  In  older  children  the  symptoms  appear  more 
abruptly,  and  at  once  manifest  themselves  by  inability  to  use 
the  affected  part.  As  before  remarked,  the  disease  usually 
manifests  itself  without  preceding  or  accompanying  symp- 
toms. In  some  cases  convulsive  disorders  may  precede ;  in 
others,  a  general  prevalence  of  poor  or  unsatisfactory  gen- 
eral health,  but  more  usually  the  first  noticeable  condition  is 
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inability  to  use  the  p»irt  This  is  soon  followed  by  a  rela- 
tive loss  of  size  as  compared  with  the  healthy  corresponding 
member ;  or  if  in  both  members  of  the  kind,  by  a  relative 
loss  in  growth  or  size  as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the 
body.  From  non-use,  the  muscular  fibre  ceases  to  grow  and 
develop  ;  from  some  peculiar  change  in  the  nutrient  function 
of  the  part,  what  is  known  as  fatty  degeneration  takes 
place ;  the  loss  of  the  muscle  and  the  fatty  deposit  giving 
the  part  a  softish,  non-elastic,  pulpy,  disagreeable  feel  to 
the  touch  of  another  person.  In  some  instances  the  fatty 
process  is  not  so  apparent  where  the  part  is  simply  shrivelled 
and  of  diminished  size. 

There  is  usually  no  pain  or  impairment  of  the  sense  of 
touch  ;  but  in  exceptional  cases  hyperesthesia  of  troublesome 
kind  or  extent.  The  mental  condition  is  usually  intact, 
except  it  may  be  in  congenital  cases,  or  where  several  mem- 
bers are  implicated  with  much  general  constitutional  impair- 
ment, in  which  case  idiocy  or  dementia  may  be  a  result  of 
such  wide  spread  ruin. 

In  very  many  of  these  cases  there  is  not  only  no  mental 
impairment,  but  such  unusual  mental  activity  as  to  amount 
to  precociousness. 

Much  industry,  learning  and  zeal  have  been  displayed  by 
the  physicians  of  both  Europe  and  America  in  attempts  to 
demonstrate  the  nature  of  the  disease  as  to  pathology  and 
to  determine  the  origin  or  starting  point,  as  it  seems  to  be 
conceded  on  all  hands,  that  the  local  condition  of  paits 
in  the  extremities  does  not  include  the  entire  abnormal  action 
or  pathalogical  condition  from  begining  to  end.  The  gal- 
vanic battery  during  life  ;  the  scalpel  and  microscope  on  the 
cadaver  have  each  been  appealed  to,  to  unravel  the  difficulty. 
Opportunities  upon  the  cadaver  have  been  hindered  from  the 
fact  that  such  patients  rarely  or  never  die  of  the  symptoms, 
but  may  die  long  after  the  primary  attack  of  other  diseases, 
and  so  raise  a  doubt  at  the  post  mortem,  whether  the  post 
mortem  appearances  are  due  to  the  paralytic  troubles,  or  the 
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disease  of  which  the  patient  may  have  finally  decejised. 
Should  a  case  die  without  complication  from  traumatic  vio- 
lence, shortly  after  occurrence  and  an  examination  be  allowed, 
it  would  furnish  a  fair  chance  for  satisfactory  investigation, 
but  such  a  combination  of  advantages  must  of  course  be 
very  rare.  Enough  has  been  gleamed,  hovvever,  by  obser- 
vation, analogy,  dissections  and  histology,  to  fully  settle  the 
question  as  to  the  fact  of  the  trouble  having  its  seat  prim- 
arily in  the  cerebro-spinal  axis,  and  most  probably  in  the 
spinal  marrow  and  its  meninges ;  that  that  portion  of  the 
spinal  marrow  and  its  membranes,  at  or  near  which  the 
nerve  going  out  to  the  part  affected,  takes  its  origin,  will  be 
in  such  state  of  congestion,  inflammation,  or  other  disorder, 
as  to  account  for  the  peripheral  malady  at  the  extremity. 
The  most  plausible  theory  or  speculation  now  in  vogue,  at- 
tributes the  disease  to  spinal  sclerosis ;  a  subject  of  much 
curious  and  special  interest  which  will  doubtless  continue  to 
receive  careful  attention  in  the  domain  of  minute  and  his- 
tological investigation. 

In  the  department  of  prognosis,  experience  authorizes  the 
statement,  that  while  these  cases  rarely  terminate  fatally,  it 
is  equally  true  that  they  very  rarely  result  in  perfect  recov- 
ery as  to  function  and  appearance  of  the  part.  Some  im- 
provement may  in  most  cases  be  promised,  but  permanent 
partial  loss  of  both  function  and  size  in  the  part  may  be 
expected. 

Treatment, — ^Unfortunately  this  isiibout  as  much  a  terra 
inconguita  as  the  matter  of  pathologv  in  this  disease.  If 
the  theory  that  the  trouble  has  its  seat  primarily  in  the  spinal 
marrow  and  its  investing  membranes  be  true,  then  nvx  vom- 
ica y  belladonna y  gelsemium^  veratrum  viHde  and  galvanism^ 
ought  to  constitute  our  most  promising  resources.  To^go 
over  the  differential  details  which  should  govern  the  selec- 
tion of  one  or  the  other  of  these  thoroughly  understood 
remedies  would  be  tedious  and  irksome.  SuflSce  it  to  say, 
veratrum  viride  will  claim  attention  in  the  very  onset,  and 
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cspceiully  in  the  presence  of  fever  or  any  convulsive  mani- 
festation. Gelsemiuin^  likewise,  in  the  earlier  stage,  and 
specially  where  there  is  fever,  gastric  disorder,  pain  or  ten- 
derness in  the  posterior  cervical  region,  or  at  the  base  of 
the  brain,  with  involvement  of  the  superior  extremity. 
Belladonna  for  general  tenderness  and  pain  in  the  spine, 
tendency  to  febril  flushes,  flushed  cheeks,  pain  in  the  frontal 
part  of  the  head,  poor  sleep. 

When  the  inmiediate  onset  shall  have  been  passed  and 
matters  settle  down  for  a  regular  seige,  undoubtedly  nux 
vitOiica,  with  skillfully  applied  galvanistn]  will  }>e  our  best 
resource,  whether  with  a  view  to  the  symptoms  specially,  or 
the  bodily  conditi(ni  generally.  Their  use  had  better  not  be 
repeated  too  frequently,  as  thqir  occasional  use  will  neces- 
sarily be  spread  out  over  many  months  and  even  years. 

Daily  tepid  water  ap{)lications  to  the  cutaneous  surface, 
followed  by  abundant  friction,  locally  to  the  affected  part, 
generally  over  the  body  and  very  energeticaliy  along  the 
spine,  will  be  of  much  service.  If  the  frictions  be  made 
with  the  warm  open  hand  of  a  strong  healthy  person,  a 
magnetism  may  be  imparted  which  will  give  additional 
efficacy  to  the  simple  matter  of  friction.  All  the  adjacent 
help  to  be  got  from  sleeping  in  large,  well-ventilated  apart- 
ments, open  air  exposure,  maf  sage  and  systematic  gymnas- 
tics, should  be  most  sedulously  resorted  to. 

Deformities  likely  to  arise  in  the  progress  of  these  cases, 
should,  of  course  receive  suitable  attention  at  the  hands  of 
operative  and  mechanical  surgery,  as  tenotomy  and  well- 
adjusted  mechanical  support  may  do  much  to  alleviate  de- 
formity and  promote  curative  management. 
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A  LECTURE  ON  THE  FREQUENT  REPETITION  OF 

DOSES* 


BY  A.  A.  SMITH,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica   and  Therapevtics,  and  of  Clinical 

Medicine. 


Gentlemex  : — I  propose  to  direct  your  attention  this 
morning  to  tlie  subject  referred  to  at  my  last  lecture,  namely, 
the  frequent  repetition  of  doses.  The  subject  is  avcryfiii- 
portant  one,  and  one  regarding  which  it  is  very  difficult  to 
establish  any  arbitrary  rules.  In  the  case  of  chronic  dis- 
eases, where  it  is  necessary  to  continue  the  treatment  for  a 
lonir  time,  the  plan  of  administering  the  medicine  in  larger 
doses  at  interv\als  of  live  or  six  hours  is  probably  the  best 
one  which  can  be  adopted.  For  example,  if  you  were  pre- 
scri])ing  some  preparation  of  iron  in  a  case  of  anaemia,  it 
would  be  unnecessary  to  give  it  oftener  than  three  times 
daily.  Again,  in  certain  cases  it  may  be  desirable  to  pro- 
duce the  full  effect  of  the  drug  at  a  single  dose,  as  in  the 
administration  of  a  cathartic,  or  of  quinine  to  reduce  tem- 
perature. 

In  other  cases,  however,  it  is  desired,  in  administering 
medicinal  remedies,  to  keep  up  their  continued  effect,  and 
the  question  arises,  whether  we  can  accomplish  this  pui'pose 
better  by  giving  them  in  smaller  doses  at  frequent  intervals 
than  by  giving  them  in  larger  doses  at  much  longer  inter- 
vals, the  total  amount  of  the  drug  in  the  end  being,  perhaps, 
the  same  in  either  case.  It  is  a  fact  with  which  vou  are 
acquainted  that  certain  drugs  become  absorbed  and  produce 
their  effect  upon  the  system  in  a  very  short  time,  and  they 
may  also  be  eliminated  very  rapidly,  while  others  act  slowly 
and  are  eliminated  after  a  longer  interval. 
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It  is  not  mj''  intention  this  morning  to  deliver  a  scientific 
lecture ;  I  shall  make  certain  statements  based  upon  clinical 
facts  for  which  I  shall  not  attempt  to  give  any  explanation. 

The  firat  drug  to  which  I  would  call  your  attention  in  con- 
nection with  the  subject  of  the  lecture  is  the  chlorate  of  pot^ 
ash.  It  may  not  be  unknown  to  most  of  you  that  this  drug 
has  at  times  been  administered  in  sufficiently  large  doses  to 
produce  a  dangerous  inflammation  of  the  kidneys.  Special 
attention  has  been  called  to  this  fact  by  Dr.  Jacobi,  of  this 
city,  and  also  by  other  authors.  This  danger  can  be  avoided 
by  administering  the  drug  in  small  doses  frequently  repeated. 
In  writing  the  prescription,  a  teaspoonful  of  the  solution 
may  be  made  to  represent  as  much  of  the  drug  as  you  wish 
to  give,  or,  if  it  be  in  a  more  concentrated  form,  the  patient 
may  add  water  to  it.  Grain  doses  given  every  half  hour  in 
scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  tonsillitis,  etc.,  will  produce  the 
same  results  as  larger  doses,  without  the  evil  effects  result- 
ing from  the  accumulation  of  the  drug  in  the  system,  as 
sometimes  happens  when  it  is  administered  in  the  ordinary 
way.  Indeed  I  believe  the  latter  method  will  produce  better 
results  upon  the  throat  inflammations. 

For  the  treatment  of  neuralgia,  croton  chloral  has  for  a 
long  time  been  given  in  large  doses,  as  from  five  to  eight 
grains,  repeated  every  two  hours,  until  fifteen  gn\ins  are 
taken.  But  allow  me  to  suggest  what  I  consider  a  better 
mode  of  administering  the  drug — that  is,  to  give  a  grain  of 
it,  prepared  as  you  please,  either  in  liquid  or  pill  form,  every 
half-hour  until  the  neuralgic  symptoms  are  relieved.  A  solu- 
tion of  which  a  teaspoonful  represents  a  grain  of  croton  chlo- 
ral may  be  made,  having  scarcely  any  of  the  bad  taste  which 
usually  belongs  to  this  medicine  when  given  in  large  doses. 
I  may  here  remark  that  one  of  the  important  advantages 
connected  with  the  frequent  repetition  of  doses  is  the  fact 
that  the  medicine  may  be  so  largely  diluted  with  water  or 
other  vehicle  as  to  be  rendered  comparatively  tasteless,  and 
harmless  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach. 
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You  will  often  be  called  upon  to  treat  very  obstinate  cases 
of  urticaria,  and  you  will  be  put  to  your  wit's  end  to  know 
what  to  do.  The  plan  ordinarily  suggested  is  to  give 
alkalies,  as  the  bicarbonate  of  sodium,  or  magnesium  ;  but, 
if  you  will  give  the  patient  two  grains  of  the  salicylate  of 
sodium  every  hour  or  half-hour,  you  will  usually  be  enabled 
to  effect  a  cure  even  in  oV)stinate  cases,  except  those  of  a 
chronic  nature.  Two  grains  of  the  salicylate  of  sodium  ad- 
ministered in  a  teaspoonf  ul  of  water  is  almost  tasteless,  and 
may  be  given  without  producing  disturbance  of  digestion. 
Urticaria  is  often  caused  by  the  administration  of  full  doses 
of  balsam  of  copaiba  in  cases  of  urethritis,  or  inflammation 
of  other  mucous  membranes,  and  it  may  seem  strange  to 
you  when  I  make  the  statement  that  a  single  drop  of  the 
drug  given  every  half-hour  will  sometimes  control  urticaria. 
I  have  no  explanation  to  offer,  but  I  make  the  statement  not 
alone  upon  the  authority  of  others  ;  I  myself  have  often 
observed  the  eflScacv  of  the  treatment,  althouo:h  not  so  fro- 
quently  as  in  the  treatment  by  the  salicylate  of  sodium. 

Fowler's  solution,  or  the  liquid  potassii,  half  a  drop  given 
every  half -hour  for  six  or  eight  doses,  will  often  relieve  the 
vomiting  which  often  occurs  after  a  debauch.  It  will  also 
relieve  the  morning  vomiting  of  drunkards,  and  is  of  decided 
benefit  in  the  sympathetic  nausea  and  vomiting  of  pregnancy. 

Jarborandi  has  been  mven  in  larsre  doses  with  a  view  to 
exciting  perspiration  in  cases  of  Bright's  disease,  but  the 
very  serious  objection  has  been  found  to  its  administration 
in  this  manner,  that  it  sometimes  has  avery  depressing  effect 
upon  the  heart's  action,  resulting  in  some  cases  fatally. 
Now,  five  to  ten-minim  doses  of  the  fluid  extract  of  jabor- 
audi  given  every  hour  or  half-hour  will  produce  marked  per- 
spiration without  causing  any  unpleasant  effect  upon  the 
heart.  I  sometimes  combine  with  t\iQ  jaborandi  the  tincture 
of  digitalis^  with  a  view  to  counteract  any  possible  evil  in- 
fluence which  the  former  drug  may  have  upon  the  heart 
So  dangerous  do  I  consider  large  doses  of  jaborandi  that  I 
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often  hesitate  long  before  administering  it,  especially  in  the 
uraemia  of  the  puerperal  state. 

You  will  please  remember  that  the  amount  of  the  medi- 
cines administered  is  not  so  small  as  you  may  at  first  sup- 
pose, especially  if  you  take  into  consideration  their  strength 
and  the  frequency  of  their  repetition. 

The  next  preparation  of  which  I  shall  speak  is  a  solution 
of  the  sulphate  of  atropine^  one  one-hundredth  of  a  grain 
in  a  goblet  of  water,  a  teaspoonf ul  of  which  shall  constitute 
a  dose,  amounting  in  all  to  about  sixty  doses.  Now,  you 
will  often  be  called  to  see  cases  of  supposed  croup,  but 
which  in  the  majority  of  instances,  prove  to  be  cases  of 
false  croup  of  a  reflex  origin.  Ordinarily,  you  will  be  able 
to  relieve  these  patients  by  giving  them  a  teaspoonf  ul  of  this 
preparation  eveiy  hour.  It  is  possible  the  remedy  acts 
slightly  as  a  stimulant  of  the  respiratory  center ;  it  is  also 
possible  that  it  has  some  influence  upon  muscular  contraction 
or  relaxation  ;  at  all  events,  clinical  experience  proves  that 
it  is  of  benefit  in  these  cases.  The  dose  may  be  repeated 
every  hour  or  half-hour,  according  to  the  severity  of  the 
attack.  If  the  child's  face  begins  to  flush  and  show  signs 
of  the  physiological  effects  of  the  drug,  the  dose  can  be  re- 
duced in  frequency.  It  should  be  remembered  that  when 
thus  administered  the  equivalent  of  a  full  dose  of  the  drug 
will  soon  be  reached.  Do  not  forget  in  these  cases  to  give 
an  emetic  if  there  is  anything  in  the  stomach  which  may  be 
causing  the  spasm,  or  a  cathartic  if  there  be  reason  to  sus- 
pect intestinal  disturbance  as  the  cause. 

The  bromides  are  largely  used  in  the  treatment  of  the 
nervous  and  febrile  disturbances  of  children,  but  an  objec- 
tion to  them  is  the  fact  that  the  little  patients  do  not  take 
them  readily,  because  of  the  taste ;  the  bromide  of  sodium 
is,  perhaps,  as  little  disagreeable  as  any  of  the  preparations. 
This  objection  can  be  avoided  by  giving  small  doses  fre- 
quently repeated ;  for  instance,  a  few  grains  dissolved  in 
half  a  tumblerful  of  water,  a  teaspoonf  ul  representing  a  half 
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grain,  or  a  grain  even,  administered  every  ten  or  fifteen  min- 
utes. When  given  in  this  manner,  the  bromides  often  prove 
of  great  benefit  in  the  nervous  disturbances  arising:  from 
dentition  and  other  causes,  and  in  relieving  the  fever  which 
in  children,  usually  attends  a  slight  degree  of  excitement  of 
any  kind.  I  have  seen  an  elevation  of  the  temperature  in 
children  where  it  could  not  be  traced  to  any  other  cause  than 
the  excitement  incident  to  their  afternoon  play.  A  tempera- 
ture which  might  indicate  a  sickness  of  considerable  gravity 
in  the  adults,  if  it  occur  in  a  child  may  be  of  comparatively 
little  importance.  In  such  cases  the  bromides,  administered 
in  small  doses,  say  a  grain  or  two  at  intervals  of  ten  or  fif- 
teen minutes,  will  often  prove  of  great  benefit. 

I  began  the  use  of  some  of  these  remedies  administered 
in  this  manner  on  the  recommendation  of  others,  and  I  must 
say  in  a  somewhat  skeptical  frame  of  mind,  thinking  that  the 
effect  which  they  produce  was  probably  due  to  the  moral 
influence  upon  the  patient,  or  that  it  had  no  foundation  in 
fact,  it  being  a  mere  coincidence  that  the  drugs  were  admin- 
istered at  the  time  when  the  patients  would  have  recovered 
in  the  absence  of  any  treatment :  but,  having  seen  benefit 
follow  their  administration  repeatedly,  I  concluded  they 
must  have  a  wide  range  of  usefulness,  and  began  to  use 
them  more  frequently. 

You  will  often  meet  with  children  of  a  nervous,  excitable 
frame  of  mind,  who  are,  perhaps,  naturally  of  a  sensitive, 
nervous  temperament,  who  are  disturbed  by  the  slightest 
noise,  and  are  unable  to  go  to  sleep  before  ten  or  eleven 
o'clock  at  night.  In  such  cases  you  will  find  it  necessary  to 
give  a  nervous  sedative.  An  excellent  effect  will  be  pro- 
cured by  chamomilla  in  some  one  of  its  forms,  as  the  tinct- 
ure, administered  in  minim  doses,  every  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  It  is  tonic  as  well  as  sedative.  It  is  a  better 
sedative  in  such  cases  than  the  hvdrate  of  chloral,  which  is 
liable  to  affect  the  digestion.     It  is  harmless  when  sriven  in 
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larger  doses.  Put  a  teaspoonful  into  a  half-tumblerful  of 
water,  and  let  the  child  drink  it  freely. 

One  of  the  most  impoi'timt  remedies  which  can  be  admin- 
istered with  great  benefit  in  frequently  repeated  doses  is 
ipecac.  You  are  aware  that  a  teaspoonf ul  of  the  syrup  of 
ipecac  is  likely  to  produce  amesis  ;  but  it  is  also  a  fact,  re- 
garding which  T  was  at  first  quite  skeptical,  that  a  single 
drop  of  the  wine  of  ipecac  will  often  arrest  obstinate  vomit- 
ing. It  should  be  repeated  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes. 
When  administered  in  this  manner,  I  have  often  known  it  to 
relieve  vomiting  from  different  causes,  among  which  are 
pregnancy  and  subacute  gastritis.  Children  often  vomit 
from  very  slight  causes,  and  are  liable  to  suffer  from  diar- 
rhoea and  vomiting  which  have  no  other  assignable  cause 
than  disturbance  of  digestion.  A  single  drop  of  the  wine 
of  ipecac,  repeated  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  will 
often  produce  the  most  marked  relief,  both  from  the  vomit- 
ing and  from  the  diarrhoea.  Administered  in  this  manner, 
the  drug  is  not  nauseous,  and  is  easily  t^iken. 

I  now  make  a  statement,  upon  the  authority  of  Trousseau 
and  his  enthusiastic  successor,  which  may  appear  to  you,  as 
it  once  did  to  me,  incredible — viz.,  that  one  sixtieth  of  a 
grain  of  calomel  taken  every  hour  for  ten  or  twelve  hours 
will  relieve  the  headache  of  syphilis  occuring  at  night.  I 
have  administered  it  in  one-fortieth  grain  doses  in  this  man- 
ner and  have  obtained  the  results  which  they  claimed  for  it, 
but  I  have  not  yet  tried  it  in  sixtieth-grain  doses.  The  relief 
was  very  marked  by  the  second  or  third  night.  It  is  not 
intended  to  take  the  place  of  iodides  which  are  given  in  such 
cases.  Doubtless  the  calomel,  when  administered  in  such 
small  doses,  is  all  taken  up  into  the  system. 

Nursing  children  often  vomit  or  regurgitate  their  food ; 
this  has  been  relieved  repeatedly  in  my  experience  by  giving 
them  a  teaspoonful  of  a  solution  of  one  grain  of  calomel  to 
the  pint  of  water  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  In  order  to 
dissolve  it,  the  calomel  should  first  be  put  into  an  ounce  of 
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lime-water,  and  then  into  the  pint  of  pure  water.  One 
twenty-fourth  of  a  grain  of  mercuiy  with  chalk,  adminis- 
tered every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  is  often  of  great 
benefit  in  the  vomiting  and  ncni-inflammatory  diarrbcea  of 
children.  Where  the  diarrhoea  is  accompanied  by  mucous 
passages,  indicative  of  a  certiiin  degree  of  inflammatoiy 
action,  or  enteritis,  benefit  will  be  derived  from  the  adminis- 
tration of  one  teaspoonful  of  a  solution  of  bichloride  of 
mercury  (corrosive  sublimate),  one  grain  to  the  quart  every 
hour.  The  dose  may  seem  very  small,  but  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  the  dose  for  an  adult  is  only  one-sixtieth  to 
one-thirtieth  of  a  irrain,  and  when  administered  in  this  man- 
ner,  the  full  dose  for  a  child  is  reached  within  a  few  hours. 

Another  extraordinary  statement,  which  at  first  seemed 
to  me  to  be  fabulous,  and  may  seem  so  to  you,  but  which, 
nevertheless,  you  will  find  to  be  based  upon  clinical  facts : 
Put  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic  into  one  quart  of  water ;  tea- 
spoonful  doses  of  this  solution  every  half-hour  will  prove 
effectual  for  the  relief  of  the  wheezing  and  cough  accom- 
panying a  slight  bronchitis  in  children. 

A  single  drop  of  the  tincture  of  nux  vomica  given  every 
ten  minutes  will  often  produce  most  marked  relief  in  sick 
headache  not  of  a  neurotic  oriociu.  It  should  be  ffiven  im- 
mediately  after  or  soon  after  meals. 

It  is  well  known  that  cantharides,  when  given  in  large 
doses,  is  liable  to  cause  inflammation  of  the  urinary  tract; 
but  it  has  been  found  that  a  single  drop  of  the  tincture  every 
hour  will  in  many  cases  relieve  vesical  catarrh. 

You  probably  have  heard  that  digitalis  has  been  used  in 
cardiac  disease.  Certainly  if  you  have  not  heard  of  it  you 
will,  and,  if  you  have  already  heard  of  it,  you  will  hear  of 
it  again,  particularly  at  the  clinics.  Ordinarily,  it  is  admin- 
istered in  considerable  doses  only  three  or  four  times  a  day  ; 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  frequent  repetition  of  small 
doses  will  produce  much  more  benefit  than  larger  doses  at 


Frequent  liepetition  of  Doses,  179 

longer  intervals.  A  single  drop  of  the  tincture  of  digitalis, 
given  to  a  patient  suffering  from  symptoms  due  to  organic 
heart  disejise  when  digitalis  is  indicated,  administered  at 
intervals  of  an  hour  or  half-hour,  according  to  the  severity 
of  the  symptoms,  will  often  give  greater  relief  than  larger 
doses,  and  without  liabUitv  to  ill  effects. 

For  the  diarrhoea  of  children,  accompanied  with  slight  in- 
flammation, straining,  and  the  passage  of  a  jelly-looking 
matter,  but  not  true  dysentery,  five  drops  of  castor  oil, 
fiTiven  every  hour  in  water  with  sugar  and  gum,  is  an  excel- 
lent remedy. 

A  gentleman  in  this  city,  of  authority  in  the  specialty  of 
venereal  disejises,  says  he  has  given  greater  relief  in  a  short 
time,  in  cases  of  orchitis  and  epididymitis,  by  the  adminis- 
iration  of  two-minim  doses  of  the  tincture  of  pulsatilla 
every  hour  than  by  any  other  mode  of  treatment.  I  can 
testify  to  the  greut  benefit  derived  from  the  drug  adminis- 
tered in  this  manner  in  dysmenorrhcea  not  of  a  membranous, 
obstructive,  or  neuralgic  character. 

One  of  the  most  distressing  symptoms  from  which  many 
^^omen  suffer  at  the  menopause  .is  flatulence,  and  a  sensation 
of  fluttering  or  palpitation  at  the  pit  of  the  stomcah  an 
effectual  remedy  against  which  is  the  extract  of  calabar 
bean  in  one-fiftieth-grain  doses,  repeated  every  half-hour  for 
six  or  eight  doses.  It  may  be  repeated  in  the  same  way 
after  stopping  it  for  three  hours. 

In  cases  of  amenorrhoea  not  dependent  upon  anaemia, 
benefit  may  be  derived  from  minim  doses  of  the  fluid  extract 
of  ergot  administered  every  half-hour  for  five  or  six  hours 
the  day  before  thp  flow  should  begin,  and  again  on  the  day 
on  which  it  should  occur.  Contradictory  as  it  may  seem, 
when  administered  in  the  same  manner  the  fluid  extract  of 
ergot  is  of  benefit  in  cases  of  excessive  menstruation. 

Aconite  is  one  of  the  drug  to  which  you  will  probably 
have  occasion  to  resort  frequently  when  you  enter  upon  the 
active  practice  of  medicine.     It  has  for  a   long  time  been 
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used  in  quite  .sma]l  doses,  but  not  so  frequently  repeated  as 
it  might  be  with  benefit.  There  are  many  cases  of  febrile 
movement,  with  dry,  hot  skin,  a  full,  bounding  pulse,  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  throat  and  nose  probably  drj^ — 
cases  in  which  the  febrile  movement  is  not  the  commence- 
ment of  one  of  the  continued  fevers ;  the  tincture  of  aco- 
nite, one-third  to  one-half  a  minim  given  every  fifteen  niiii- 
ut<is,  will  l)e  found  of  decided  benefit.  Visiting  the  patient 
shortly  after  the  commencement  of  this  treatment,  you  will 
often  find  him  in  a  little  prespiration ;  the  medicine  may 
then  be  administered  at  longer  intervals,  every  half-hour  or 
longer  according  to  the  indications.  The  tincture  of  aconite 
administered  in  a  similar  manner,  is  also  useful  in  cases  of 
commenncing  so-called  cold  in  the  head.  It  is  likewise  use- 
ful in  cardiac  hypertrophy  with  palpitation,  severe  headache, 
and  disturbances  of  the  nervous  system  due  to  increased 
force  of  the  heart  beat. 

Two  minims  of  the  tincture  of  hamamleis  every  half-hour 
will  often  control  hoemoiThages.  I  was  at  first  inclined  to 
look  upon  this  statement  with  a  great  deal  of  distrust,  but 
I  have  since  tried  it  in  cases  of  haemorrhage  from  the  nose, 
from  the  uterus,  Jind  in  the  hsemorrhage  from  haemorrhoids, 
and  have  found  it  of  great  benefit. 

The  tincture  of  belladonna  in  minim  doses,  given  every 
half -hour,  is  a  good  remedy  in  cases  of  nasal  catarrh,  and 
bronchitis  accompanied  by  free  secretion.  You  must  cease 
to  snve  the  drus:  for  a  while  after  ei2:ht  or  ten  doses  have 
been  administered,  as  it  is  less  quickly  eliminated  from  the 
system  than  the  other  medicines  of  which  we  have  already 
spoken.  In  cases  of  pulmonary  oedema  with  failure  of 
heart  power,  belladonna  thus  administered  is  of  benefit  in 
retarding  the  exudation  of  serum,  and  in  overcoming  the 
failure  of  the  heart  power. 

Two  grains  of  the  chloride  of  ammonium,  combined  with 
ten  or  fifteen  minims  of  the  tincture  of  cubebs,  given  every 
half-hour  oftentimes  controls  acute  pharyngitis  and  super- 
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ficial  inflammation  of  the  other  tissues  about  the  throat. 
For  inflammation  of  the  throat  dependent  upon  a  gouty  dia- 
thesis, add  to  this  mixture  ten  minims  of  ammoniated  tinct- 
ure of  gimiacy  and  administer  every  hour. 

In  the  headache  of  migraine,  one  grain  of  the  citrate  of 
caffeine  given  every  half -hour  will  often  produce  marked 
relief. 

In  neui-alirias  about  the  face  or  head,  three-minim  doses 
of  the  tincture  of  gelseminum  every  half-hour  will  often  act 
almost  miraculously  and  leave  no  ill  effects. 

For  certain  kinds  of  headaches  (especially  those  which  are 
periodical  and  not  of  malarial  origin,  fifteen-minim  doses  of 
fluid  extract  of  guarana  given  every  fifteen  minutes  will 
very  frequently  relieve.  If  it  does  not  relieve  in  four  doses, 
increase  ths  dose  to  thirty  minims. — N.  Y.  Med.  Jour. 

Brother  Smith  will  soon  be  a  good  Ilomoeopath  if  he  continues  to  study 
Tvorks  on  Homoeopathic  Therapeutics.  But  why  does  he  not  be  manly  and 
say  he  obtained  his  information  from  books  on  Homoeapathic  'Practice. 
— Ed. 


TREATMENT  OF   GONORRHGEA. 


A  rather  large  number  of  American,  German,  French  and 
English  physicians  have — as  we  see  by  reading  through  the 
many  different  foreign  and  domestic  medical  journals— of 
late  been  reporting  very  successful  results  in  the  treatment  of 
gonoiThoea  by  the  yellow  oleum  santali,  (Oil  of  Sandal- 
wood.) We  learn  that  the  remedy  invariably  puts  an  end  to 
the  discharge  within  two  days,  but  to  prevent  a  relapse  it  has 
to  be  continued  for  two  weeks  longer.  From  fifteen  to 
twenty  drops  given  three  times  daily  is  the  usual  dose,  which 
may  be  administered  on  sugar  or  in  gelatine  capsules. — 
{_Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 
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GASTRIC    DIGESTION    UNDER    VARIOUS    INFLU- 

ENCES. 


Probably  most,  if  not  all  medical  men  are  pretty  strongly 
convinced  of  the  injurious  effects  of  a  large  draught  of  fluid 
taken  along  with  meals,  and  act  upon  that  conviction  in  lay- 
ing down  dietaries  for  their  dyspeptic  patients.  At  the  same 
time  we  are  not  aware  that  any  very  accurate  observations 
have  been  made  on  the  point,  and  therefore  a  short  account 
of  the  results  obtained  by  Dr.  Fleischer  on  this  and  kindi-ed 
points,  will  not  be  void  of  interest. 

The  first  point  in  Dr  Fleischer's  method  was  to  ascertain 
for  the  healthy  stomach  the  limits  of  the  period  of  diges- 
tion for  a  given  diet,  that  chosen  being  in  almost  all  cases 
soup,  bread,  and  beefsteak,  each  day  alike  in  quantity  and 
quality.  At  twelve  o'clock  this  food  was  given,  and  six  to 
seven*  hours  later  the  stomach  was  washed  out  bv  means  of 
a  stomach-tube.  The  result  showed  that  while  for  the  same 
individual  the  digestion  period  was  tolerably  constant  on 
successive  days,  for  different  individuals  the  period  varied 
between  five  and  a  half  and  seven  hours  The  digestion 
period  having  been  fixed,  the  same  diet  was  given  next 
day,  but  along  with  it  half  a  litre  to  a  litre  and  a  half  of 
water  was  drunk.  At  the  same  hour  as  on  the  previous 
day,  the  stomach-tube  was  introduced.  The  result  showed 
that  there  are  healthy  stomachs  in  which  the  drinking  of 
cold  water  along  with  a  meal,  even  to  the  amount  of  a  litre 
and  a  half,  produces  no  change  whatever.  In  the  great  bulk 
of  cases,  however,  it  appeared  that  in  a  healthy  stomach 
half  a  litre  has  no  effect,  a  second  half  litre  causes  a  slis^ht 
prolongation  of  the  digestion  period,  while  a  third  half  litre 
causes  a  distinct  prolongation.  A  patient  affected  with  mod- 
erate dilatation  of  the  stomach,  and  a  slight  catarrh,  com- 
pleted the  digestion  of  a  given  diet  within  seven  hours  when 
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no  water  was  taken.  With  half  a  litre  of  water  the  diges- 
tion was  a  long  way  from  completion  at  the  end  of  seven 
hours ;  while  on  the  following  day,  when  no  water  was  taken, 
at  the  end  of  seven  hours  the  washings  of  the  stomach  were 
almost  quite  clear. 

Having  ascertained  that  digestion  goes  on  equally  rapid, 
whether  the  person  lies  quiet  in  bed  or  is  up,  Dr.  Fleischer 
tried  the  effect  of  several  hours'  smart  walking  after  meals. 
In  some  ciises  the  digestion  period  was  not  prolonged  by  this, 
but  in  the  great  bulk  of  cases  it  was  distinctly  so  ;  thus  jus- 
tifying the  old  rule,  **  After  dinner  sit  a  while." 

In  regard  to  the  effect  of  boat  on  digestion,  Dr.  Fleischer 
made  more  careful  experiments,  and  in  the  great  majority  of 
sound  stomachs  he  found  that  by  the  application  of  warm 
poultice  over  the  stomachs  for  five  to  six  hours  immediately 
after  a  meal,  the  digestion  period  could  be  shortened  by 
about  an  hour.     Cold  seemed  to  have  no  effect  whatever. 

As  to  the  administration  of  pepsine  and  dilute  hydrochloric 
acid  to  assist  digestion.  Dr.  Fleischer  finds  that  neither  drug 
has  any  effect  whatever  in  healthy  stomachs,  or  in  the  case 
of  patients  with  dilatation  of  the  stomach  and  moderate 
cataiTh,  where  free  acids  had  been  found  previously  in  the 
washings  of  the  stomach.  This  result,  Dr.  Fleischer  points 
out,  is  not  contradictory  to  those  of  Prof.  Leube,  who  found 
that  in  his  patients  with  chronic  gastric  catarrh,  digestion 
-was  distinctly  improved  by  the  use  of  these  drugs.  In  Pro- 
fessor Leube's  cases  the  gastric  juice  was  deficient,  while  in 
Dr.  Fleischer's  it  was  secreted  copiously. 

Dr.  Fleischer  confirms  Kretschy's  results  as  to  the  retarda- 
tion of  digestion  by  menstruation,  and  the  return  to  the 
normal  on  the  cessation  of  the  menses. 

The  preceding  results  give  certain  indications  for  treat- 
ment. They  justify  us  in  forbidding  the  consumption  of  a 
laige  amount  of  fluid,  more  especially  cold  water,  at  meals  ; 
and  they  also  show  that  after  dinner  a  period '  of  rest^  is 
desirable.     Dr.  Fleischer  had  previously  watched  the  good 
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effect  of  poultices  in  cases  of  ulcer  of  the  stomach,  and 
he  believes  that  this  arises  not  only  from  their  soothing  in- 
fluence, but  also  because  the  process  of  digestion  is  hastened, 
and  so  the  stomach  has  a  longer  period  of  rest.  If  the 
stomach  washings  contain  free  hydrochloric  acid,  it  is  useless 
to  give  more ;  but  in  all  dyspeptic  cases  it  is  well  to  give 
pepsine,  as  we  can  never  be  sure  that  that  substance  is  not 
deficient, — ^Med,  Times  and  Gazette. 


CARTILAGE    AND  BONE    IN   A    TUMOR    OF    THE 

MAMMA. 


R.  Von  Hacker  (Vienna)  describes  an  interesting  case  in 
which  cartilage  and  bone  were  found  in  a  mixed  tumor  of 
the  mamma,  which  originated  as  a  cysto-adenoma  and  devel- 
oped later  on  into  carcinoma.  The  tumor,  which  had  existed 
23  years  ago  in  the  form  of  a  small  knot-like  induration, 
grew  slowly  and  became  quite  large..  The  severe  pains 
which  appeared  late  in  the  case  were  caused  by  retention  of 
cysts  and  by  the  formation  of  carcinoma.  Before  the  oper- 
tion,  a  diagnosis  of  long  existing  carcinomatous  cancer  was 
made. 

The  author  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  connective  tissue  of 
the  cysto-adenoma  was  the  starting  point  of  a  new  growth  in 
the  tumor,  which  changed  from  myxoma  to  fibroma,  from 
hyaline  to  cartilaginous  and  bony  tissue.  Dr.  Hacker,  did  not 
perceive  any  other  mode  of  development  of  the  cartilagin- 
ous tissue  than  that  from  the  connective  tissue,  and  does  not 
think  it  possible  that  the  tissue  could  have  developed 
through  metamorphosis  of  the  epithelial  cells  of  the  lymph- 
atic ducts,  a  process  which  often  tJikes  place,  according  to 
Wartmann,  in  enchondroma  of  the  parotid  gland. — Detroit 
Clinic, 
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OUR  SURGICAL  REMEDIES. 


BY   B.    L. 


It  is  SI  curious  fact  that  our  surgical  remedies,  as  Hyper.  ^ 
Calend.y  JRuta^  Ledum  and  others,  excepting,  perhaps,  only 
Arnica,  are  hardly  found  in  any  Allopathic  Materia  Medica, 
and  whenever  mentioned,  it  is  only  to  be  thrown  among  old 
lumber.  Yea,  we  may  even  assert  that  in  our  own  school 
they  are  neglected,  except  as  surgical  adjuvants,  and  let  us 
study  whether  they  cannot  be  used  advantageously  even  for 
other  purposes. 

We  lately  studied  Arnica  and  published  our  study  in  the 
February  number  of  the  North  American  Journal  of  Horn" 
CBopalhy.  Let  us  now  perform  the  same  duty  to  these  other 
drugs,  and  let  us  beghi  with  Hyper,  perf. 

Stille  and  Maisch  (National  Dispensatory,  p.  735),  after 
describing  the  plant,  acknowledge  that  the  ancients  attrib- 
uted to  it  stimulating,  drying,  cleansing  and  cicatrizing  vir- 
tues ;  held  it  to  be  diuretic  and  emmenagogue,  and  a  specific 
remedy  for  wounds,  ulcers  and  bums.  In  the  middle  ages, 
analagous  virtues  were  ascribed  to  it  as  well  as  curative 
power  in  calculous  affections,  intestinal  worms  and  disorders. 
In  more  recent  times  it  was  given  for  the  relief  of  chronic 
catarrhs  of  the  lungs,  bowels  and  urinary  passages,  and  was 
especially  esteemed  in  the  last.  It  was  also  used  in  hot  in- 
fusion to  bring  on  retarded  menses.  Externally,  it  was 
applied  in  the  fresh  state,  bruised,  as  a  discutient  for  recent 
contusions  and  for  the  relief  of  local  pains.  The  flowers  of 
St.  John's  woi*t,  immersed  in  oil  in  a  bottle  and  hung  in  the 
sun  for  a  month  or  two,  give  t<»  the  oil  a  dark  red  color  (red 
oil),  forming  one  of  the  most  popular  applications  made  to 
excoriations,  wounds  and  bruises,  both  in  Europe  and  in  this 
country.     Modern  science  substitutes  for  it  medicines,  whose 
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remedial  effects  are  conceived  to  be  more  intelligible,  there- 
fore, requiescat  in  pace  among  old  lumber,  and  no  recent 
authority  in  Allopathic  Materia  Medica  considers  it  worthy 
to  resuscitate  it  from  oblivion. 

Though  a  remedy  of  the  ancients,  Hahnemann  does  not 
mention  it.  G.  F.  MuUer  published  his  provings  in  the  fifth 
und  sixth  volume  of  the  Hygea  (1837-38),  but  found  it  only 
serviceable  in  some  reflex  heaxlaches.  Amdt  fails  to  men- 
tion it  in  Hemple's  Materia  Medica,  2d  edition.  Burt,  always 
so  valuable  by  his  desire  to  give  a  physiological  explanation 
to  the  action  of  each  drug,  thinks  that  it  produces,  conges- 
tion through  capillary  paralysis  and  a  kind  of  a  rheumatoid 
inflammation,  evincing  itself  by  a  bruised  sensation  in  the 
joints.  He  also  asserts  that  it  has  proved  itself  as  much  a 
specific  in  injuries  of  the  nervous  system^  as  Arnica  has  in 
injuHes  of  the  muscular  system ;  and  that  it  shows  a  special 
adaptation  to  mechanical  injuries  of  the  spinal  cord  and  the 
nerves  at  their  peripheral  extremities,  also  in  mechanical  in- 
juries, wounds  by  nails  or  splinters  in  the  feet,  needles  under 
the  nails,  squeezing  or  hammering  of  the  toes  and  fingers, 
especially  the  tips  of  the  fingers,  when  the  nerves  have  been 
lacerated  or  torn,  with  excruciating  pains.  It  prevents  lock- 
jaw from  wounds  in  the  soles  of  the  feet,  or  of  the  fingers 
and  palms  of  the  hands  (Prof.  Franklin,  Ann  Arbor). 

Taking  Bryant's  Manuel  of  Surgery  as  our  text-book,  we 
learn  that  tetanus  is  a  spasmodic  affection,  produced  by  re- 
flected irritation  set  up  by  a  local  disease,  is  rarely  associated 
with  any  constitutional  disturbance,  and  is,  for  the  most 
part,  cured  on  the  removal  of  its  cause.  The  earliest  indi- 
cations of  its  approach  are  generally  a  difficulty  in  opening 
the  mouth,  with  stiffness  in  the  muscles  of  the  lower  jaw,  a 
tetanic  grin  or  risus sardonicus  ;  difficulty  of  swallowing  (any 
attempt  to  drink  fluids  exciting  spasms  of  the  muscles  of 
deglutition  and  often  of  respiration),  with  pain,  due  to 
spasms  of  the  diaphragm,  shooting  through  the  body  from 


Our  Surgical  Remedies.  187 

« 

the  scrobiculus  cordis.     As  the  disease  progresses,  we  may 

have  opisthotonos,  pleurosthostoiios  or  emprosthotonos. 
When  the  jaw  is  unlocked  by  a  spasm  of  the  depressor  mus- 
cles, the  tongue  is  sometimes  suddenly  shot  out  from  between 
the  teeth  and  often  wounded.  With  declininff  strength  the 
pulse  becomes  rapid  and  feeble,  the  expression  of  the  coun- 
tenance betokens  agony  of  the  body  and  despair  of  the 
mind. 

According  to  Allen's  Encyclopiedia,  V^ol.  V.,  Art.,  Hy- 
pericum, we  find  the  mental  symptoms  of  tetanus  fully  cov- 
ered by  the  drug :  80,  feeling  of  tension  in  cheeks  ;  85,  dull 
jerking  pain  in  cheeks  ;  194,  tightness  in  chest,  oppression 
in  chest;  216,  tension  in  the  nape  of  neck,  motion  of  head 
is  painful ,  tension  in  the  nape  of  neck,  with  pressure  and 
sticking  in  the  middle  of  the  chest;  298, twitching  of  mus- 
eles  in  the  back;  232,  feeling  of  stiffness  in  the  limbs; 
paiufulness  in  all  the  joints ;  338,  trembling  and  cramp  in 
left  arm  and  fingers ;  255,  crawling  and  drawing  along  the 
course  of  the  sciatic  nerve  ;  2()4,  painful  tension  like  a  cramp 
in  the  soles  of  the  feet ;  272,  frequent  starting  up  as  from 
affright,  always  with  rising  of  great  heat  into  the  neck  ;  273, 
lameness  and  stiffness  with  spasmodic  restlessness  in  the 
muscles  and  tendons,  often  waking  from  sleep.  Hints 
enough  to  make  it  a  worthy  addition  to  our  armamentarium 
in  this  treacherous  disease,  though  neither  Franklin,  Gil- 
christ nor  Helmuth  mention  it  in  their  works  on  surgery, 
l>ut  instead  of  it  give  us  others,  whose  similarity  with  the 
symptom-complex  of  tetanus  or  trismus  we  could  not  deciper. 

In  concussion  of  the  brain  or  of  the  spinal  cord,  the  indi- 
cations hint  strongly  to  Hypericum,  if  we  read  between  the 
lines. 

Bryant  (1.  c.  162)  considers  concussion  and  contusion 
(bruise)  of  the  brain  synonymous;  loss  of  consciousness 
more  or  less  complete,  loss  of  all  power  of  motion,  skin  cold, 
fcatui'os  more  or  less  contracted,  pulse  slow  and  intermittent. 
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pupils  variable,  respiration  at  first  slow  and  labored  becomes, 
after  reaction  took  place,  irregular  and  perhaps  sighing,  the 
skin  will  then  become  warmer  and  more  natural,  the  shrunken 
features  return  to  their  normal  condition,  the  pulse  more 
regular  and  rapid,  and  with  returning  consciousness  the 
parotic  symptoms  gradually  disappear  or — compression, 
como,  death.  The  same  train  of  symptoms,  mutatus  mu- 
tandis, takes  place  in  ccmcussion  of  the  cord.  A  simple 
concussion  may  produce  a  partial  or  complete  suspension  of 
the  functions  of  the  cord ;  a  more  severe  one  may  give  rise 
to  some  injury  of  the  nervous  structure,  more  complete  and 
persistent  paralysis  and  anaesthesia  of  that  portion  of  the 
body  supplied  with  nerves  from  the  injured  centre. 

Erichsen  (Railway  spine,  p.  16)  includes  four  distinct 
pathological  conditions  under  this  one  term,  concussion  of 
the  spine  :  1.  A  jar  or  shake  of  the  cord,  disordering  more 
or  less  its  functions,  without  any  lesions  perceptible  to  the 
unaided  eye.  2.  Compression  of  the  cord  slowly  produced 
by  the  extravasation  of  blood.  3.  Compression  of  the  cord 
by  inflammatory  exudations,  serum,  lymph,  or  pus  within 
the  spinal  canal.  4.  Chronic  alterations  of  the  structure  of 
the  cord  itself  as  the  result  of  impaired  nutrition. 

It  is  self-evident  that  Hypericum  can  only  be  indicated  in 
the  functional  disorders,  and  that  Arnica,  the  absorbens  par 
excellence,  suit*  better  cases  under  No.  2  or  perhaps  No.  3, 
though  mercurials  and  the  silicates  may  have  to  finish  up  the 
case.  Cases  under  No.  4  are  mostly  incurable,  and  we  may 
be  satisfied  if  we  can  produce  a  satisfactory  amelioration. 

Dr.  A.  Pick  (Eulenburg's  Encyclopaedia,  XI.,  p.  545) 
gives  us  the  following  symptoms  of  the  so-called  **  Railway 
spine:"  Progressive  states  of  debility  in  the  sphere  of  in- 
telligence as  well  as  of  feelings,  a  lability  or  changeableness, 
often  characteristic  as  the  first  symptom  presenting  itself ; 
vertigo,  headache,  restless  sleep,  anxious  dreams,  insomnia. 
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hypersBsthesia  to  sensory  impressions,  a  sensation  of  pres- 
sure along  the  spine,  a  feeling  of  constriction  ;  spastic  mani- 
festations, stiffness  of  the  vertebral  column  ;  at  a  later  period 
palsies,  contractures,  anaesthesia ;  general  nutrition  suffers 
and  the  patient  may  succumb  after  a  long  sickness. 

All  these  symptoms  are  clearly  found  under  Hypericum. 
We  read  in  Allen  :  11,  remarkable  weakness  of  memory  for 
some  time  after  the  provings  ;  12,  confusion  of  head  ;  con- 
stant vertigo ;  heaviness  of  head,  the  brain  feels  com- 
pressed ;  56  weariness  in  the  eyes ;  194,  tightness  in  chest, 
dyspncea;  220,  dull  drawing  and  pressure  in  the  back, 
especially  in  the  lumbar  region ;  sticking  and  burning  pain 
in  the  back  and  loins,  with  feeling  of  coldness  in  the  back, 
shoulders  and  arms ;  paralytic  preasive  pains  in  the  small  of 
back ;  228,  numbness  of  the  limbs ;  weakness  when  walk- 
ing, was  obliged  to  walkslovvly  ;  312,  sleeplessness  ;  exhaust- 
ing dreams. 

Aft^r  severe  operations,  as  lithotomy,  amputations,  etc.. 
Professor  Franklin  heartily  recommends  Hypericum  dress- 
ing (see  Minor  Surgery,  p.  234).  It  is  the  quieting,  be- 
numbing power  of  the  plant  which  thus  aids  cicatrization  by 
working  off  the  irritation  from  the  injured  nerves?  May  it 
not  also  be  abvisable  in  the  nervous  pains  in  the  stump,  when 
Cepa  fails  to  give  relief  ? 

Heinigke  (Outlines  of  Drugs,  p.  258)  recommends  its 
employment  in  congestive  conditions  of  the  brain,  lungs  and 
heart ;  in  colic,  cystospasms  ( the  bladder  always  needs  care- 
ful attention  in  concussions),  inflammatory  affections  of  the 
uterus  and  vaginal  mucosa.  Guernsey  also  recommends  it 
in  dysemonorrhoea,  where  the  menses  delay,  with  tension  in 
the  region  of  the  uterus  as  of  a  tight  bandage,  and  in  leucor- 
rhoea  with  delayed  menses,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  pressure 
in  the  small  of  the  back  and  heaviness  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  bowels. 

Gilchrist  (U.  S.  Med.  Investigator,  March,  1881)  beauti- 
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fully  calls  Hypericum  the  Homoeopathic  Morphine,  as  there 
are  very  few  remedies  in  our  Materia  Medica  which  assuage 
pain  more  promptly  when  indicated. 

Hering  (Condensed  Mat.  Med.,  455)  sums  up  the  action  of 
this  drug  in  relation  to  surgery :  Injury  to  parts  rich  in  sen- 
tient nerves,  especially  fingers,  toes  ;  matrices  of  nails  ;  lac- 
erations ;  when  the  intolerable  pain  shows  nerves  are  severely 
involved.  Local  congestions ;  nervous  erethism,  with  or 
without  hemorrhage ;  great  nervous  depression  following 
wounds.  Always  modifies  and  sometimes  arrests  ulceration 
sloughing  (hence  the  benefit  of  Hypericum  dressing).  Pain- 
ful wounds  before  suppuration — which  it  may  prevent. 
Rheumatism  (articular),  bunions,  corns,  etc.,  when  the  pains 
are  so  disproportioually  severe  as  to  show  nerves  are  attacked. 
It  cures  where  formerly  Aeon,  and  Arn.  were  given  in  alter- 
nation in  wounds. 

CALENDULA  OFFICINALIS. 

According  to  Stille  and  Maisch  (Dispensatory,  322),  the 
leaves  and  the  unexpanded  flowers  of  Calendula  ( Ringel- 
blume)  were  at  one  time  supposed  to  possess  stimulant  and 
resolutive  virtues  and  were  used  in  congestion  of  the  liver, 
jaundice,  amenorrhoea,  scrofula,  and  even  in  typhoid  febrile 
states.  Both  internally  and  externally  it  was  employed  in 
the  treatment  of  cancer,  and  was  thought  to  dispose  cancer- 
ous ulcers  to  heal.  A  saturated  tincture  of  the  flowers  is 
said  to  promote  the  cure  of  contusions,  wounds  and  simple 
ulcers.  The  extract  is  alleged  to  have  been  very  efficient  in 
allying  chronic  vomiting. 

The  old  school  would  take  perhaps  as  kindly  to  Calen- 
dula^ as  they  do  to  Phenol^  ThymoU  or  any  other  new  and 
fashionable  drug,  if  the  source  whence  its  use  became  first 
known,  were  not  an  eyesore  to  the  old  fogies  of  that  school, 
forgetting  entirely  that  the  common  people,  whose  commcm 
sense  led  them  to  employ  it,  were  in  the  field  forages  before 
Homoeopathy  was  known.     If,  as  Hughes  asserts,  it  has 
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never  stood  yet  the  test  of  a  proving,  it  is  high  time  that 
such  were  instituted,  in  order  to  legalize  its  employment 
before  our  tribunals. 

In  the  **  New  Archive,  III,  Part  1,"  Thorer,  of  Goerlitz, 
resuscitates  Calendula  from  oblivion,  and  differentiates  well 
between  Arnica  and  Calendula^  saying  that  the  former  is 
properly  Homoeppathic  to  contusions,  sprains  and  bruises 
without  solution  of  continuity  of  the  soft  parts,  whereas  the 
true  province  of  Calendula  is  recent  wounds  with  or  without 
loss  of  substance.  The  effects  of  Calendula  on  the  process 
of  cicatrization  seems  to  be  very  favorable.  Homoeopathic 
surgery  possesses  in  Calendula  a  new  remedy  (this  is  writ- 
ten in  1874),  which  presents  the  advantage  of  causing  very 
flight  suppuration,  a  circumstance  of  no  small  importance  in 
the  cure  of  extensive  wounds,  where  there  is  often  exhaust- 
ing suppuration,  lasting  a  long  time  and  consuming  the 
strength  of  the  patient. 

Franklin  (1.  c.  275)  considers  it  one  of  the  most  valuable 
remedies  in  the  Materia  Medica  for  suppurating  surfaces, 
ulcerations,  etc.,  and  may  be  advantageously  used  in  every 
variety  of  ulcer,  both  as  an  external  and  internal  remedy. 
He  considers  it  by  far  the  most  valuable  remedy  for  the 
treatment  of  suppurating  surfaces,  ulcerations,  etc.,  follow- 
ing gunshot  wounds.  It  exercises  a  profound  curative  im- 
pression upon  the  diseased  tissues,  prevents  disintegration 
and  ulceration  and  assist  in  expediting  the  process  of  granu- 
lation and  cicatrization.  In  most  frightful  lacerated  wounds 
its  action  was  prompt  and  beneficial,  suppuration  diminish- 
ing and  incarnation  taking  place  most  rapidly.  It  miist  be 
continued  internally  and  externally  until  complete  ciatrizii^ 
tion  has  taken  place. 

He  also  considers  Hypericum  another  valuable  remedy  in 
the  treatment  of  gunshot  wounds,  particularly  called  for 
when  the  parts  have  been  lacerated  and  torn,  with  engorge- 
ment of  the  capillaries,  attended  with  more  or  less  discharge 
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of  bloody  matter.     It  stands  in  the  same  relation  to  lacera- 
tion of  the  tissues  as  Arnica  does  to  their  contusion. 

Comparing  Hyperi<mm  with  Calendula  we  easily  find  that 
the  latter  shows  little  of  the  painful  sensations,  of  the 
spasms  or  of  the  paretic  symptoms  so  characteristic  of  the 
St.  John's  wort,  and  when  we  consider  that  for  union  by 
first  intention  Cahndvla  stands  preeminent^  a  differentiation . 
between  the  two  is  an  easy  matter. 

Calendula  ought  to  be  a  capital  remedy  to  the  obstetrican 
as  well  as  to  the  gynsecologist,  and  we  felt  therefore  aston- 
ished, that  Guernsey  only  mentions  it  in  vulvitis,  though  we 
hear  now-a-days  so  much  about  lacerated  cervix  and  lacer- 
ated perineum.  Prof.  Ludlam  in  his  lectures  on  Diseases  of 
Women  (fifth  edition),  mentions  it  in  ulceration  of  the  cer- 
vix uteri  as  a  local  application,  saying  that  it  not  only  heals 
the  abraded  surface  most  kindly,  but  it  also  relieves  the 
swelling  and  tenderness  of  the  cervix.  In  not  a  few  instances 
it  may  suffice  to  arrest  the  leucorrhoeal  flow  In  obstetrics 
Calendula  is  certainly  too  much  neglected,  and  just  as  Arnica 
finds  its  just  application  during  and  immediately  after  labor. 
Calendula  ought  to  be  used  internally  as  well  as  by  injec- 
tions during  the  lying-in  state.  In  fact  our  Calendula  is 
fully  able  to  take  here  the  place,  which  Allopathic  authori- 
ties claim  for  phenol^  which  has  perhaps  only  one  advantage 
to  be  disinficient,  but  as  an  offset  is  rather  an  escharotic  and 
does  not  aid  primary  union. 

We  close  with  the  remarks  found  in  the  first  volume  of 
the  Homceopathic  Physician  from  the  pen  of  that  thorough 
Homceopathist,  C.  C.  Smith,  M.  D. :  It  is  the  lemedy  in 
all  incised  and  in  all  lacerated  wounds,  and  in  every  case  it 
does  work  promptly  and  satisfactorily.  While  Arnica  stands 
head  and  shoulders  above  every  other  drug  as  the  Homceo- 
pathic remedy  for  injuries  occasioned  by  blunt  instruments. 
Calendula  is  the  specific  for  lacerated  wounds,  no  matter 
how  severe  and  extensive  they  may  be.     Its  application  is 
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soothing  from  the  first  moment,  and  invariably,  provided 
it  is  used  from  the  first,  prevents  suppuration,  or  else  re- 
duces it  to  n  few  drops  at  the  most.  Even  when  used  late 
in  a  case  and  suppuration  has  been  going  on  for  sometime, 
the  part  healing  badly.  Calendula  will  stop  the  suppurative 
process  and   the  injury  will  soon  heal  kindly. 

Calendula  needs  badly  reproving,  especially  by  women. 
We  might  detect  symptoms,  hinting  to  suppuration  of  internal 
orgjms  with  or  without  lacerating  pains,  just  as  we  often  find 
that  bruised  sensation  of  Arnica  and  cure  it  with  this  drug. 
So  far  calendula  has  been  too  much  neglected. 

LEDUM    PALUSTRE. 

Ledum  is  said  to  be  specific  for  wounds  inflicted  with 
pointed  instruments ;  punctured  w^ounds  which  feel  cold  to 
the  touch  and  to  the  patient ;  coldness  during  fever  ;  discol- 
oration of  skin  from  bruises ;  sprains  of  ankles  and  feet ; 
affections  of  hip-joints  and  for  the  evil  effects  of  the  stings 
of   insects. 

Leduyn  is  unanimously  dechired  old  lumber  by  the  old 
school  authorities,  and  therefore  excluded  from  their  text- 
l)ooks  on  Materia  Medica,  only  Stille  and  Maisch  honor  it 
with  a  mention  :  saying  that  it  is  an  acrid-narcotic  and  in 
large  doses  occasions  headache,  restlessness,  sleeplessness, 
dyspnoea,  cough,  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  a  sort  of  intoxica- 
tion, with  pains  in  the  limbs  ;  increased  secretion  of  urine, 
saliva,  and  especially  of  sweat,  with  itching  and  an  eruption 
of  papules  or  pustules  on  the  skin.  It  was  formerly  em- 
ployed in  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  whooping-cough,  cough,  gouty 
and  rheumatic  pains  and  all  sorts  of  chronic  cutaneous  erup- 
tions.    Its  use  for  all  such  purposes  is,  however,  obsolete. 

What  a  hard  worker  Father  Hahnemann  must  have  been 
to  unearth  all  these  obsolete  drugs  and  to  give  them  their 
right  place  in  the  Materia  Medica.  The  symptoms  which  we 
know  of  the  drug  Jire  suflicient  to  show  that  it  is  scarcelv 
of  any  use  except  in  chronic  diseases  ;  which  are  principallv 
characterized  by  cold  and  a  deficiency  of  animal  heat  (Mat. 
Med.  Pura,  Fol  II). 
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Our  revered  Dunham  thought  very  little  of  the  truthfulness 
of  Teste,  and  though  it  may  be  presumptuous,  I  bogto  differ, 
as  too  often  I  verified  his  remarks  at  the  sick-bed,  and  we 
agree  with  him  when  he  says  (Teste's  Mat.  Med.  p.  76): 
Ledunin  whose  sphere  of  action  is  contiguous  to  that  of 
Arnica,  and  if  frequently  identical  with  it,  seems  to  me  to 
exercise  a  special  action  on  the  capillary  system  in  paits  of 
the  body  where  the  cellular  tissue  is  wanting,  and  which  pre- 
sents in  most  men  a  resisting  and  dry  texture,  such  as  the 
fingers  and  toes.  It  is,  perhaps,  for  this  reason  that  it  acts 
better  on  the  small  than  on  the  large  joints.  He  has  treated 
successfully  with  it  several  whitlows,  which  had  been  caused 
by  pricks  with  the  needle  or  by  stings  of  insects  ;  2,  a  vio- 
lent bite  of  a  water-rat  at  the  index-finger  of  the  right  hand  ; 
3,  a  serious  wound  in  a  young  lady  who  fell  with  an  em- 
broidering needle  in  her  hand,  which  was  pierced  through 
and  through.  No  hemorrhage  followed,  but  he  observed 
in  the  patient  the  intense  cold  which  accompanies  and  char- 
terizes  the  Ledum  fever  (and  which  differentiates  so  fully 
from  Hypericum,  where  the  shuddering  of  the  whole  body 
IS  quickly  followed  by  delirious  heat,  wild  staring  look,  hot 
head,  throbbing  of  the  carotids,  burning  heat  of  the  skin, 
great  oppression  and  anguish,  whereas  in  Ledum  the  general 
coldness  and  thirstlessness  prevails,  even  with  heat  and  red- 
ness of  the  face). 

Franklin  (1.  c  I.  649)  confirms  from  clinical  experience 
the  assertion  of  Teste,  that  Ledum  is  for  punctured  wounds 
that  Arnica  is  for  contusions.  The  pain  attendant  upon 
punctured  wounds  is  often  very  severe,  depending  rather 
upon  the  injury  sustained  by  the  nerves  of  the  part ;  as  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  surgeon  to  prevent  the  development  of  ner- 
vous symptoms,  Hypericum  will  often  be  more  indicated 
than  Ledum,  especially  in  later  stages,  to  moderate  the  ten- 
sion produced  by  the  inflammation,  whereiis  Ledum  suits  so 
well  the  collapse  from  the  shock.  Helmuth  (1.  c.)  is  in 
perfect  accord  with  Franklin  and  Teste. 
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In  Ledum,  finally,  we  have  a  remedy  which  has  been  far 
more  frequently  used  in  internal  affections,  than  as  a  surgi- 
cal vulnerary.  Here  we  turn  with  full  confidence  to  Dun- 
ham's Lectures  on  Materia  Medica  (L  173),  where  he  ex- 
plains its  action  on  the  vital  force,  that  it  interferes  with  and 
retairds  the  capillary  circulation,  and  particularly  in  the  ex- 
tremities and  the  external  surface  of  the  body.  The  pains 
in  the  joints  are  sticking,  tearing  or  throbbing  and  a  kind  of 
paralytic  pains  in  the  limbs,  with  a  feeling  of  numbness  and 
torpidity.  (Here,  again.  Ledum  can  be  compared  with 
Hypericum,  for,  in  the  latter,  according  to  Hering  the  joints 
are  also  affected  next  to  the  nervous  system  ;  all  the  articu- 
lations feel  bruised,  but  the  paretic  symptoms  are  only  sec- 
ondary, a  reaction  from  the  preceding  neuralgic  congestive 
state,  whereas  in  Ledum  it  may  be  primary  from  lack  of 
vital  power.  In  Hypericum,  tearing  and  t€nsion,  even  spas- 
modic tension  prevails ;  whereas  the  pains  of  Ledum  are  of 
a  tearing  and  darting  nature,  worse  at  night  and  by  motion  ; 
in  fact,  we  find  asthenia  prevails  where  Ledum  is  indicated, 
which  is  never  the  case  with  Hypericum.) 

TO    BE    CONTINUED. 


ANESTHETIC  MIXTURE  FOR  SMALL  OPERATIONS. 


It  18  often  desirable  to  apply  locally  some  anesthetic 
material  to  deaden  the  sensibility  suflSiciently  for  small  opera- 
tions. There  are  various  expedients  proposed  for  this  pur- 
pose. We  do  not  now  refer  to  the  use  of  ether  spray,  but 
to  various  liquids  which  may  be  applied  directly,  and  the 
sense  of  pain  so  far  obtunded  as  to  permit  incisions  without 
experiencing  any  other  sensation  than  a  mere  touch.  The 
mixture  of  chloral  and  camphor  is  often  useful.  When 
equal  parts  of  chloral  and  camphor  are  triturated  together, 
a  clear,  somewhat  viscid,  transparent  solution  results.  This 
solution  hiis  considerable  resolvent  power,  and  will  take  up 
a  comparatively  large  proportion  of  morphia.     Chloroform 
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may  also  be  added  to  it  without  precipitation  of  auy  propor- 
tion of  the  dissolved  constituents  thus : 

R    Chloral, 

Camphor,  aA    2  drachms, 

MorphisB  sulph...      1-2  drachm, 
Chloroform,  1  drachm,  M. 

This  may  be  applied  with  a  camel's  hair  brush  over  the 
area  to  be  incised,  allowed  to  dry,  and  reapplied  as  freely  as 
may  be  necessary  to  render  the  part  insensible  to  pain. 

Amongst  the  anoesthetic  mixtures  for  surgical  purposes 
proposed  by  Prof.  Redier,  are  solutions  of  camphor  in  ether 
and  in  chloroform.  One  drachm  of  camphor  may  be  dis- 
solved in  two  dnichms  of  ether,  or  the  same  quantity  of  cam- 
phor in  two  drachms  of  chloroform.  A  useful  anaesthetic 
mixture  is  prei)arcd  by  the  addition  of  crystallized  acetic 
acid  to  chloroform,  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  of  the 
acid  to  twenty  parts  chloroform.  These  antesthetic  solu- 
tions are  applied  by  the  brush  freely  over  the  part  of  the 
seat  of  pain,  or  to  be  incised.  In  some  instances  it  may  be 
better  to  moisten  a  cloth  or  some  cotton  and  allow  it  to 
remain  for  some  time  in  contiict  with  the  part. 

Pure  carbolic  acid  has  an  anoesthetic  effect  when  applied 
to  the  skin.  This  fact  has  been  utilized  to  lessen  the  pain 
of  incisions  in  the  skin  in  small  operative  procedures.-^? 
\^Phil.  Med.  News. 


Treatmemt  of  Whooping  Cough  with  Eucalyptus. — 
Dr.  Witthaus  (Memorabilien^  Nov.  15,  1882,)  reports  four 
cases  of  pertussis,  treated  with  tincture  of  eucalyptus  glob.<» 
which  recovered  in  a  little  over  three  weeks.  The  dose  for 
children  from  two  to  four  years  of  age  was  5  to  8  drops. 
One  of  the  patients,  18  months  old,  suffered  from  well- 
marked  rickets.  After  taking  the  eucalyptus  for  four  weeks, 
not  only  was  the  whooping  cough  cured,  but  the  enlarged 
epiphj'ses  were  reduced,  and  the  child,  who  had  never  before 
attempted  to  stand,  learned  to  walk. 
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A  Manual  of  Vbnbrbal  Diskasks.    £.  C.  Franklin,   M.   D.    Chicago, 
Gross  &  Delbridge. 

Thi8  boolc,  as  the  author  stateg,  is  a  **  condensed  description  of  those 
diseases,  and  their  Homoaopathlc  treatment.*'  A  good  work  of  this  kind 
has  long  been  needed  by  the  profession,  and  it  Is  a  matter  of  surprise  that 
no  one  has  written  in  extensive  form  on  the  subject  before  this  time. 
Our  literature  Is  rather  deficient  in  this  field  of  practice,  and  the  number 
of  books  that  treat  the  question  with  any  degree  of  consideration  can  be 
counted  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand. 

Hitherto)  the  works  of  Yeldham  &  Bonjean  are  the  only  ones  that 
treat  of  these  diseases  exclusively,  and  they  are  long  out  of  date  and  far 
behind  the  day  in  everything  except  the  Homoeopathic  treatment.  Although 
small  in  size  and  brief  In  point  of  consideration,  yet  they  contain  much  In- 
formation that  Is  useful  in  adapting  the  remedy  to  the  disease,  but  lack  the 
liner  quality  of  giving  the  characteristic  Indications  of  remedies,  which  is 
the  chief  feature  of  the  present  volume.  In  writing  this  book  the  autlior 
bas  not  given  much  space  to  the  pathology  of  tlie  ailments,  yet  enough  is 
said  to  serve  as  a  guide  as  to  the  seat  of,  and  forms  of  tissue  change  in, 
the  respective  morbid  conditions  of  which  he  treats.  There  are  some 
points  that  might  with  equal  propriety  have  been  Introduced  without  tres- 
passing on  the  domains  of  other  departments  of  surgery,  such  as  the  Influ- 
ence of  phimosis,  and  preputial  adhesions,  as  factors  in  the  production  of 
true  and  pseudo  hip  disease,  as  to  place  hypospadias,  epispadias,  and 
fibroid  tumors  of  the  penis,  In  the  list  of  venereal  affections.  As  It  Is  the 
purpose  of  the  author  to  obtain  for  Homoeopathy  the  **  proper  credit  due 
it  in  the  more  successful  treatment  of  these  affections  by  attenuated  medi- 
cines," he  does  not  advise  very  extensively  the  usual  plan  of  treating 
them  by  local  applications  which  too  frequently  result  in  conditions  worse 
than  the  primary  one,  but  sticks  well  to  his  text,  and  gives  clear,  decided 
and  correct  directions  for  the  selection  of  the  appropriate  Homoeopathic 
remedy.  The  chapters  devoted  to  gonorrhoea  and  Its  sequences,  especially 
stricture,  chancroid  and  syphilis,  Its  forms  and  consequences,  are  real  ly 
the  most  concise,  instructive  and  best  arranged  of  any  of  the  Homoaopathlc 
publications.  It  is  a  book  of  ** ready  reference"  and  one  every  physi- 
cian should  have  lu  his  library.  It  Is  presented  In  excellent  shape,  with 
clear  type,  good  pnper,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  enterprising  publishers. 

S.  B.  Parsons. 


198  St.  Louis  Clinical  Review. 

Hkking^b  Hom<eopatiiic  Physician.     Edited  by  C.  R.  Norton,  M.  D. 
F.  E.  Boericke,  Philadelphia,  Publisher. 

Anything  in  the  shape  of  medical  notes  coming  from  the  vast  store- 
house of  knowledge  of  the  lamented  Dr.  Hering  will  always  be  gladly  re- 
ceived by  the  Homooepathic  profession,  and  we  do  not  see  why  this  work 
should  be  **  intended  far  the  great  mass  of  the  community,"  whilst  it  is 
<*  an  adviser  in  many  cases  of  indisposition,"  unless  it  be  presumed  that 
more  copies  will  be  disposed  of  among  **  the  community  "  than  If  devoted 
solely  to  the  interests  of  the  practicing  physician.  As  a  family  Homoeo- 
pathic bible  it  certainly  is  not  complete  enough  in  detail  to  take  rank 
with  some  others  now  in  general  use,  and  on  the  other  liand  much  of  its 

contents  is  valuable  onlv  to  those  **  well  versed in  the  learn- 

ing  of  the  medical  schools.*' 

For  instance,  in   ingrowing  toe-nails  the  patient  is  advised  to  take 
homoeopathic  remedies,  besides  treating  the  toe  locally,  **among  these  the 
principal  are  sulphur,  arsenicum,  silica  and  carbo  vcgetabilis.    Select  one 
according  to  the  kind  of  pains,  disposition  of  the  patient,  &c."    Now,  we 
would  ask  how  much  does   **  the  community  "  know  about  a  sulphur  or 
arsenlcum  or  silicia  pain  or  disposition?    How  is  it  possible  for  non-med- 
ical people  <*  who  have  had  no  opportunity  of  testing  the  merits  of  Hom- 
(Bopathy"    to  select    the  appropriate  remedy,   when  no  characteristic 
indications  are  placed  before  them   as  guides?    It  is  often  a  very  difficult 
task  for  the  educated  physician  to  decide  which  is  the  proper  medicine, 
and  much  more  must  it,  of  necessity,  be  with  those  who  have  never  been 
Instructed  in  comparative  materia  medica. 

We  take  exceptions  to  the  manner  in  wliich  the  various  diseases  are 
presented  and  the  degree  of  consideration  given  them.    Intermittent  fever 
occupies  twelve  pages,  and  twenty-two  pages  are  devoted  to  tooth-ache, 
while  typhoid  fever  is  disposed  of  in  two-thirds  of  one  page,  and  nine  reipe- 
dics  only  are  given  for  diphtheria;  ars,  kali  blch.,  Phytolacca,  baptisia, and 
many  other  invaluable  medicines  are  left  out  of  the  list,    Urinary  troubles, 
embracing  involuntary  emission  of  urine,  dysurla,  retention  and  suppres- 
sion and  bloody  urine,  are  confined  to  about  three  pages.    Abscess,  treat- 
ment and  all,  is  clearly  portrayed  in  six  lines.    And  in  this  extended  de- 
scription is  found  the  following  advice:     **An  acute  abscess  should  not 
be  poulticed except  in  extreme  cases,"  and  »<  under  skill- 
ful Homoeopathic  treatment,  it  Is  hardly  ever  necessary  or  advisible  to  open 
the  abscess  with  the  lancet."    Hepar  3x,  In  water.  Is  sufficient  to  bore  s 
hole  through  any  abscessal  wall,  and  evacuate  the  cavity.    We  most  de- 
cidedly protest  against  such  teachings  as  being  unprofessional  and  unsci- 
entiflc,  and  unworthy  the  cause  we  labor  to  uphold.    It  is  such  views  and 
management  of  cases  of  human  ailments  that  have  hindered  the  ready 
recognition  and  acceptance  as  surgeons  by  the  public  of  homceopathic 
doctors  in  cases  where  surgical  measures  were  positively  required,  and 
brought  the  sneer  and  derisive  laugh  from  all  thinking  minds  upon  the 
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homoeopathic  school  of  medicine.  Again,  we  say  it  is  a  great  moral  wrong 
as  it  tends  not  only  to  mislead  the  public,  but  it  also  unnecessarily  pro- 
longs the  sufferings  of  the  patient,  and  often  places  him  in  extreme 
danger. 

Although  the  work  is  in  some  particulars  quite  deficient,  in  others  it 
is  complete  and  contains  much  information  of  value  to  an  intelligent  lay 
person,  in  case  of  illness  of  a  simple  nature,  which  is  not  usually  found  in 
works  on  domestic  practice. 

Part  I  is  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  **  the  most  common  causes  of 
disease,"  andib  devided  into  affections  of  the  mind,  consequences  of  cold, 
consequences  of  overheating,  immoderate  exertion  and  great  exhaustion, 
consequences  of  surfeiting  and  disordered  stomach,  consequences  of  spirit- 
ous  liquors,  coffee,  tea,  tobacco,  acids,  etc.,  effects  of  injurious  drugs  in 
general  use  and  remedies  to  counteract  them,  adulterations  and  poisons, 
poisoning,  etc. 

Part  II  discusses  the  treatment  of  disease.  The  **  key-notes "  of 
each  remedy,  when  given  at  all,  are  given  with  that  accuracy  that  charac- 
terized Dr.  Bering's  faithful  description  of  drug  indication,  and  makes 
the  book  one  of  great  usefulness  to  the  active  practioner,  as  well  as  the 
public  at  large.  It  is  printed  in  easy  reading  type  on  good  paper,  and  is 
well  bound. 

An  Indrx  of  tiik  Practick  of  Mkdicine.    By  W.  M.  Carpenter,  M.  D. 
Wm.  Wood&  Co. 

This  little  book  is  in  pocket  manual  form,  and  is  useful  as  ready  refer- 
ence for  the  busy  physcian.  It  is  quite  complete  in  its  list  of  diseases,  and 
gives  the  synonyms,  definition,  etiology,  symptoms,  differential  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  each.  Although  intended  for  the  old  school  doctor,  it 
contains  some  valuable  hints  for  physicians  of  all  schools,  and  occasion- 
ally advises  HomoBopathic  treatment.  As  an  illustration,  for  bronchitis, 
aconite,  8  drops  to  the  fluid  ounce  of  water,  teaspoonful  every  half  hour 
for  two  hours,  later  at  longer  intervals,  is  recommended.  Aconite  and 
belladonna  are  also  prescribed  for  scarlet  fever  in  the  Initial  and  eruptive- 
stages. 
«*  Whither  are  we  drifting." 
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SociKTY  MKKTIN08. — The  MinDGSOtii  State  Society  meets  May  15tli 
and  16th. 

MiLWAUKRE,  April  30,  1883. 
The  TTomoBopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  meets  at 
Madison,  June  12th,  13th  and  14th,  1883,  in  joint  session  with  the  Western 
Academy  of  Homoeopathy,  commencing  Tuesday,  June  12th,  at  3  p.  M. 
sharp.  Joseph  Lewis,  Secretary. 

Dii.  James  M.  HoLLOWAY,Prof .  General  and  Clinical  Surgery,  Hospital 
College  of  Medicine,  Louisville,  Ky.,  says:  **I  have  administered  this 
hypnotic  almost  daily  for  many  months.  When  diluted  with  Ice-water  it 
is  not  objectionable  to  those  who  are  suffering  from  indigestion  that  ac- 
company the  advanced  stages  of  phthisis  and  other  exhaustible  diseases. 
I  am  convinced  by  careful  tests  that  it  is  one  of  the  best  soporifics.  It  is 
not  followed  by  the  depression  that  oftentimes  renders  the  preparations  of 
opium  and  other  narcotics  so  objectionable.  Bromidia  seems  to  be  nni- 
form  In  strength  and  effect." 

Statistics  of  the  Medical  Departments  of  the  Jollet  Penitentiary  and 
Chester,  111.,  State  Penitentiary. — Dr.  Campbell,  physician  to  the  Jollet 
penitentiary,  and  a  Homoeopath,  gives  us  the  results  of  the  medical  treat- 
ment of  the  institution  which  he  has  charge  of,  and  the  Chester  penltenti 
ary,  under  Allopathic  treatment,  which  shows  a  very  flattering  exhibit  In 
favor  of  Homosopathic  treatment.  **An  examination  of  the  official  reports 
show  that  in  Chester,  from  October,  1878  to  October,  1880,  the  average 
days  lost  by  sickness  was  17  out  of  every  1,000,  while  at  Jollet  it  was  bat 
10  to  every  1,000,  or  1  percent.  The  death  rate  during  the  same  time 
was  18  2.3  per  1,000  at  Chester,  and  11  2-4  at  Jollet.  From  1880  to  1882, 
out  of  a  daily  average  at  Chester  of  380  convicts  7.52  were  constantly  la 
the  hospital,  while  with  a  dally  average  at  Jollet  of  1,432,  there  were  4.66 
constantly  In  the  hospital,  showing  that  In  proportion  to  prison  population 
Chester  lost  over  six  times  as  many  days  by  treatment  in  hospital  as 
Jollet." 

Comparisons  are  odious  (to  the  **  code  "  school)  but  this  one  has  a 
very  smiling  appearance,  and  reflects  credit  on  our  worthy  brother,  Dr.  M. 
B.Campbell. 

Dr.  H.  C.  McCall  removes  from  CarroUton,  111.,  to  Mexico,  Mo. 
Excellent  physicians  always  flnd  a  ready  welcome  In  our  Commonwealth, 

St.  Louis,  Mo,,  May  1st,  1883. 
The  following  is  a  report  of  the  Clinics  at  the  tlomosopathic  Medical 
College  of  Missouri  from  April  1st  to  April  15th,  Inclusive:    Totil  April 
1st,  23,376;  general  clinic,  192;  surgical  clinic,  17;  eye  and  ear  clinic,  11; 
total,  23,696.  E.  K.  Siiirlky,  M.  D., 

Physician  in  Charge  of  General  Clinic. 
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PLACENTA  PR^EVIA.— REPORT  OF  CASES  WITH 

REMARKS. 


BY  DR.  W.  R.  ELDER,  TERRE  HAUTE. 


Bead  at  the  Seventeenth  Anntial  Session  of  the  Indiana  Institute  of  Horn 

(Bopatht/j  May  9th,  1883. 

The  condition  known  as  placenta  prrevia,  is  universally 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  alarming  accidents  that  can 
happen  in  utero-gcstation.  Though  not  in  all  cases  neces- 
sarily fatal,  it  never  fails  to  excite  the  gravest  apprehensions 
and  alarm. 

There  is  perhaps  no  other  condition  in  the  management  of 
which,  it  is  so  difficult  to  decide  the  proper  time  for  resort- 
ing to  the  necessary  manual  assistAince.  Hesitancy  and 
delay  permit  the  insidious  hemorrhage  to  sap  the  vital 
forces,  while  ill-timed  and  meddlesome  manipulations  may 
piecipitate  disasterous  results. 

Happily  this  abnormal  condition  is  of  comparatively  rare 
occurrence  ;  statistical  evidence  showing  that  it  occurs  on  an 
average  but  once  in  about  1500  births.  Aside  from  Ij'ing-in 
hospitals,  and  some  physicians  in  large  cities  who  specially 
control  a  large  obstetrical  practice,  probably  more  than  half 
the  medical  profession  do  not  meet  a  single  case  in  a  lifetime. 
These  facts  render  the  report  of  such  cases  of  great  inter- 
est to  the  profession,  especially  the  one  I  am  about  to  give, 
because  there  is  probably  not  another  such  on  record. 
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Ill  this  ease  there  was  complete  placenta  praivia  in  three 
successive  births,  and  the  mother  still  lives,  perhaps,  in  due 
time  to  furnish  the  fourth. 

The  patient  is  a  patron  of  my  friend,  Dr.  Moore,  of  our 
city,  who  has  requested  me  to  report  the  case,  and  has  given 
me  the  privilege  of  making  the  following  extract  from  a 
paper  he  read  before  our  Hom.  Med.  Society  last  winter  on 
"Uterine  Hemorrhage  and  its  Treatment,"  in  which  he 
describes  the  case  in  detail.     In  that  paper  the  doctor  says: 

'*  On  the  22d  day  of  December,  1880,  I  was  called  to  vivsit 

Mrs   C ,  who  stated  that  she  had  suffered  several  severe 

hemorrhaifes  duriniic  the  months  of  November  and  Decern- 
ber,  previous  to  the  time  of  my  visit.  That  she  had  an 
attack  some  five  weeks  prior  to  this  time  while  alone  in  the 
house,  but  she  gathered  all  the  cloths  within  reach  and 
applied  to  the  vulva  for  the  purpose  of  staunching  the  flow. 
She  lay  helpless  on  the  bed  for  two  hours  before  she  dared 
assume  an  erect  position.  With  foolhardy  presumption  she 
aorain  resumed  her  household  duties  which  she  continued 
until  the  day  of  my  visit.  On  that  day,  her  husband  returning 
home  from  work,  found  her  prostrate  on  the  kitchen  floor  in 
a  pool  of  blood,  shocking  to  behold  ;  calling  for  help,  which 
was  readily  obtained,  she  w^as  carried  to  an  adjoining  room 
and  a  messenger  dispatched  for  medical  aid.  On  my  arrival 
I  found  the  patient  speechless  and  no  pulse  preceptible  at 
the  wrist.  Upon  making  an  examination  I  was  confronted 
by  a  case  of  complete  placenta  pi'aevia.  My  first  impression 
as  to  the  course  to  persue,  was  to  provoke  pains  and  hasten 
delivery,  but  on  second  thought  I  determined  to  try  to  check 
the  hemorrhage  if  possible  by  remedial  means  and  allow  the 
patient  a  little  time  to  rally  from  her  exhausted  condition. 
With  this  view  I  administered  my  old  and  tried  remedy. 
erigeron  canadensis^  at  5  p.  m.,  and  left  the  patient  until 
8  p.  M.,  when  I  found  conditions  somewhat  better,  the  patient 
able  to  talk  in  whispers,  preceptible  pulse  and  diminished 
waste.    I  ordered  the  treatment  continued  and  left  for  home, 
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directing  them  to  call  me  promptly  if  pains  returned  in  the 
night.  The  call  came  at  2  a.  m.,  and  not  fe*eling  warranted 
in  assuming  the  responsibility  of  so  grave  a  case  alone,  1 
directed  the  messenger  to  call  my  friend  Dr.  Elder,  to  accom- 
pany me,  which  he  did.  On  our  arrival,  I  examined  and 
found  labor  had  progressed  to  the  extent,  that  the  waters 
were  discharged,  the  os  dilated  and  the  placenta  protruding 
through  it  in  advance  of  the  head  of  the  child.  I  asked 
Dr.  Elder  to  examine  and  satisfy  himself  of  the  conditions. 
During  his  examination  a  pain  occurred,  and  the  entire 
placenta  was  delivered  into  his  hands  He  severed  the  cord 
and  removed  it  from  the  bed.  All  this  time  the  patient  was 
kept  under  the  influence  of  erigeron,  and  no  further  hem- 
oiThage  occurred.  After  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  the 
pains  ceased  for  a  time,  but  stnnulated  by  remedies,  came 
on  again  about  7  o'clock,  and  about  8  o'clock  the  patient 
was  delivered  of  a  dead  child  weighing  ten  pounds.  Con- 
trary to  expectations,  she  made  a  good  recovery. 

Again,  on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  1882,  just  fifteen 
mouths  less  eleven  days  after  the  occurrence  of  the  case 
above  described,  I  was  called  to  attend  the  same  lady  with 
another  case  of  placenta  prsevia  as  before,  but  under  more 
favorable  circumstances.  An  early  discovery  of  the  nature 
of  the  case  prompted  me  to  enjoin  quiet  and  rest,  mostly 
in  a  recumbent  position,  for  two  or  three  weeks  before  the 
confinement,  and  with  the  use  of  the  ei*ige7ony  before  and 
durins:  labor,  the  hemorrha«:e  was  controlled.  At  the  con- 
finement,  I  pursued  the  course  agreed  upon  by  Dr.  Elder 
and  myself  of  making  a  slit  through  the  placental  by  sep- 
arating it  between  the  cotyledons  with  my  finger,  punc- 
turing the  membranes  and  discharging  the  waters.  The  head 
presented  through  the  opening,  and  in  due  time  the  woman 
was  safely  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  and  made  a  fair  recovery. 

The  third  case  occurred  on  March  15th,  1883.  The  patient 
had  been  suffering  from  an  attack  of  pneumonia  for  two 
weeks  previously,  attended  by  severe  cough.     This  condi- 
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tion  brought  on  labor  prematurely  by  about  six  weeks.  This 
time  there  was  not  only  complete  placenta  praevia,  but  the 
additional  complication  of  extensive  adhesions.  I  conducted 
the  case  on  the  same  general  plan  as  the  last,  and  although 
the  labor  was  unusually  protracted,  it  terminated  without 
special  accident  except  the  death  of  the  foetus.  Couvales- 
cence  was  very  slow,  owing  partly  to  the  weakened  condi- 
tion of  the  system  as  a  consequence  of  the  pneumonia. 

Thus  these  three  cases  of  complete  placenta  prsevia  oc- 
curred successively  in  the  same  patient,  between  December 
23,  1880,  and  March  15,  1883,  a  period  of  only  two  years, 
two  months  and  twenty- two  days." 

There  is  no  doubt  but  this  is  the  most  remarkable  case  of 
the  kind  on  record,  but  I  have  not  presented  it  for  that  rea- 
son alone,  but  to  call  attention  to  the  manner  of  conduct- 
ing the  management  of  a  case  of  placental  pnevia  which  I 
consider  most  hopeful  of  success. 

The  two  last  cases  mentioned  above,  Dr.  Moore,  by  my 
advice,  treated  upon  the  same  general  principle  that  I  had 
previously  pursued  in  the  case  occurring  in  my  own  practice, 
and  which  I  reported  to  this  institution  four  or  five  years  ago. 

The  profuse  hemorrhage  which  occurs  in  these  cases,  is  the 
result  of  the  separation  of  the  placenta  from  its  attachment 
to  the  provisionally  vascular  inner  surface  of  the  uterus, 
directly  over  and  around  the  internal  os.  Therefore  in  the 
very  commencement  of  labor,  the  dilation  of  the  os,  though 
at  first  slight,  breaks  up  some  of  these  attachments,  and 
blood  flows  profusely  from  the  ruptured  capillaries.  This 
recurs  with  eveiy  pain,  as  more  and  more  the  dilatation  pro- 
ceeds and  the  attachments  are  broken.  This  being  true,  it 
follows  that  if  such  separation  can  be  prevented,  there  need 
be  no  hemorrhage. 

If  in  the  very  earliest  stage  of  labor,  just  as  soon  as 
the  dilatation  is  sufficient  to  permit  the  introduction  of  a 
finger  through  the  os,  a  rent  is  made  through  the  placenta 
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on  a  line  with  the  antero-posterior  diameter  of  the. superior 
strait  of  the  pelvis  ;  through  it  the  membranes  are  ruptured 
and  the  waters  discharged  ;  the  head  of  the  child  will  almost 
immediately  come  down  into  the  fissure  thus  made,  and  by 
its  firm  un3nelding  pressure  with  every  pain,  force  the  divided 
placenta  to  either  side  as  the  dilatation  progresses,  and  thus 
not  only  prevent  any  further  rupture  of  attachments,  but 
effectually  close  up  the  bleeding  orifices  of  any  vessels  that 
may  have  been  previously  broken. 

By  this  management,  other  things  being  equal,  the  labor 
progresses  as  in  natural  cases.  The  child  is  literally  bom 
through  the  placenta,  which  becomes  detached  at  the  proper 
time,  ill  the  usual  way. 

The  objection  I  have  heard  urged  against  thus  tearing  a 
hole  through  the  body  of  the  placenta,  foi*  fear  of  provok- 
ing hemorrhage  h^  breakage  of  its  vessels,  is  scarcely  worth 
consideration,  except  to  correct  the  false  idea  that  such  a 
thing  can  happen.  The  albuminous  tissue  of  which  the 
substance  of  the  placenta  is  composed,  is  so  exceedingly 
tender  and  so  easily  torn,  that  its  lobes  are  most  easily  sep- 
arated without  the  least  danger  of  breaking  its  blood  ves- 
sels, and  even  if  broken,  they  would  not  bleed,  for  all  uter- 
ine hemorrhage  comes  from  the  vessels  of  the  uterine  sur- 
face, and  not  from  the  placenta. 

I  advocate  this  mode  of  procedure,  not  as  being  especially 
new,  but  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  emphasis,  as  decidedly 
the  safest  course,  to  the  best  results,  as  vastly  superior  to 
what  I  consider  the  criminally  barbarous  method  taught 
in  most  of  the  so-called  Standard  Works  on  Obstetrics,  such 
as  Dewes,  Meigs,  Churchill,  etc.,  of  forcibly  dilating  thcos, 
introducing  the  hand,  detaching  the  placenta  from  one  side 
and  delivery  by  turning ;  a  course  attended  not  only  by  in- 
expressible agony,  but  extremely  hazardous  to  the  lives  of 
both  mother  and  child. 

So  great  is  my  confidence  in  the  method  I  have  referred 
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to,  for  the  management  of  placenta  prcevia,  that  if  there 
was  no  other  unnatural  complication,  I  should  undertake  a 
case  of  that  kind  with  scarcely  more  fcjir  of  disaster  than 
in  a  case  of  ordinary  labor. 


OUR  SURGICAL  REMEDIES. 


BY    S.    L. 


(  Concluded  from  May  No,) 

Every  body  knows  that  gout  is  essentially  a  time-histingor 
chronic  disease,  and  that  we  have  an  internal  as  well  as  an  ex- 
ternal gout,  and  we  consider  Ledum  far  nfore  indicated  for 
the  symtoms  of  chronic  gout  with  its  deposits  and  alterations 
which  occur  in  and  around  the  joints,  whereas  from  time  im- 
memorial, Colchicum  was  the  representative  to  battle  with  the 
acute  paroxysm.  This  chronic  state  is  also  characterized  by 
general  feebleness,  sometimes  from  the  very  start,  which 
rapidly  tends  to  various  organic  degenerations  ;  not  unlike 
those  usually  seen  in  old  age,  doubtless  due  to  the  constant 
condition  in  which  the  blood  is  found.  Comparing  tha 
symtoms  of  gout  with  those  of  Ledum,  we  find  a  most  valu- 
able correspondence  between  them :  the  discontented  and 
morose  disposition,  the  stupefying  headache ;  the  veitigo,  as 
as  after  intoxication,  especially  when  walking  in  open  air, 
with  dullness  after  eating ;  offensive  breath ;  pressure  in 
stomach  after  a  small  quantity  of  food ;  sensation  of  fulness 
in  upper  part  of  abdomen;  ecchymosis  in  the  conjunctiva; 
purplish  spots,  like  petechise,  over  the  whole  body ;  gouty 
nodosities  on  the  hand  and  finger  joints  ;  drawing  pain  from 
hands  upwards  ;  gouty  nodosities  in  the  feet,  fine  teaiing  in 
the  toes  ;  numbness  or  formication  in  the  limbs.  Dunham 
gives   as  the   characteristic   indication   the   aggravation  by 
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motion  and  the  midnight  aggravation  by  heat  shown  by 
throwing  oif  the  bed  clothes  The  febrile  symptoms  indicate 
that  Ledum  cannot  be  applicable  in  very  severe  acute  cases  ; 
it  would  seem  more  applicable  to  such  cases  as  have  been 
brought  by  the  injudicious  use  of  Colchicum  to  a  low  as- 
thenic state,  and  it  is  in  such  cases  that  Dunham  found  Le- 
dum a  most  serviceable  remedy. 

Hence  Ledum  can  neither  be  a  remedy  in  acute  inflamma- 
tory rheumatism,  and  we  find  therefore  paleness,  oedema  or 
emaciation  of  the  affected  parts,  the  pains  going  from  the 
periphery,  where  circulation  is  poorest,  upwards  ;  worse  from 
motion  and  from  bed  covering. 

We  greatly  doubt  whether  the  hsemopto  of  Ledum  is  con- 
gestive, for  all  the  symtoms  hint  to  a  late  stage  in  this  un- 
fortunate affection.  Though  the  discharge  may  be  copius, 
bright  red  and  foamy,  it  is  only  brought  up  after  severe  par- 
oxysms of  fatiguing,  deep  cavernous  cough,  accompanied  by 
tearing,  beating  pain  in  the  head,  and  followed  by  bloody  or 
greenish,  fetid  expectoration ;  the  night-sweats  are  also  pu- 
trid or  sour,  chiefly  on  forehead ;  extreme  oppression  from 
the  slightest  attempt  to  move  about,  though  the  patient 
makes  vain  efforts  to  keep  up  respiration  ;  brown  or  red 
spots  on  the  chest,  worse  during  the  hot  spells. 

Ecchymoses  of  the  conjunctiva,  says  Norton  (1.  c.  110), 
either  of  traumatic  or  spontaneous  origin,  are  often  quickly 
absorbed  by  the  use  of  this  remedy,  and  in  many  cases  more 
promptly  than  when  our  usual  remedies  (Arnica  or  Hama- 
melis)  are  employed.  Ledum  has  proved  chiefly  beneficial 
in  contusions  or  wounds  of  the  eye  and  lids ;  especially  if 
accompanied  by  extravasations  of  the  blood.  It  is  the  rem- 
edy in  asthenopia,  if  there  is  dull  pain  behind  the  eyeball, 
as  if  it  would  be  forced  out. 

In  menorrhagia  Guernsey  advises  it  when  the  menses  are 
too  early  and  too  profuse,  with  a  great  want  of  vital  warmth, 
she  can  hardly  keep  warm  (again  that  neurasthenia);  in 
uterine  displacements  with  abundant  leucorrhcea,  pale  face. 
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abundant  urination,  even  at  night,  great  sensation  of  cold- 
ness all  through  her,  she  cannot  keep  warm,  and  still  all  her 
sufferings  are  greatly  aggravated  by  warmth,  as  in  bed  or 
over  a  register ;  in  dropsy  of  the  uterus  with  similar  symp- 
toms ;  in  vaginal  fistula,  in  dysmenorrhoea,  in  constipation 
or  diarrhoea  where  this  great  want  of  vital  heat  is  the  cardi- 
nal symptom,  looming  out  above  all  others. 

Even  Piffard  (Mat.  Med.  of  the  Skin)  mentions  Ledum  as 
a  remedy  for  scabies,  tinea,  and  lepra.  Conant  (Lilienthal's 
Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  p.  331)  gives  as  subject- 
ive symptoms :  constant  itching ;  itching-gnawing  on  the 
abdomen  and  arms,  with  burning  in  the  open  air  and  after 
scratching ;  itching-prickling  relieved  by  scratching,  but 
returning  soon  with  more  violence ;  stinging  when  touched ; 
worse  in  the  evening  and  before  midnight,  on  moving,  while 
walking,  on  getting  warm  in  bed ;  better  while  reposing. 
These  very  symptoms  prove  it  to  be  parasiticide,  and  thus 
prove  the  value  of  its  application  in  olden  times. 

RUTA  GRAVEOLEN8. 

Injuries  of  fibrous  tissues  and  of  the  periosteum  ;  me- 
chanical injuries  of  the  tarsal  and  carpal  joints  ;  rheumatic 
paralysis  of  the  parts. 

For  a  wonder  we  have  here  a  drug  which  has  not  been 
quite  discarded  by  the  old  school,  notwithstanding  that  the 
taint  of  agedness  clings  to  it,  for  Hippocrates  mentions  rue 
already.  According  to  their  Materia  Medicas,  the  essential 
oil  has  long  been  reputed  as  antispasmodic,  stimulant,  eni- 
menagouge  and  anthelminthic,  and  their  teachers  still  recom- 
mend it  in  infantile  flatulence, colic  and  convulsions  and  among 
the  class  of  true  emmenagogues.  Phillips  considers  it 
trustworthy,  and  it  seems  likely  that  the  cases  in  which  it  is 
most  useful  are  those  examples  of  amenorrhcea  and  dys- 
menorrhoea in  which  muriate  of  ammonia  does  good  service. 

M.  Elgajakis  says  that  the  excessive  use  of  the  rue  pro- 
duces dimness  of  vision,  but  he  also  alleges  that  by  taking 
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it  in  moderate  doses  the  eyesight  becomes  improved,  and 
good  effect  follows  the  continued  use  of  minimum  doses, 
night  and  morning,  in  dimness  of  vision  dependent,  appar- 
ently, upon  a  functional  amaurotic  condition. 

Murray  and  others  have  claimed  for  it  the  power  of  curing 
epilepsy,  but  only  in  cases  where  the  malady  is  wholly  or 
partially  dependent  on  seminal  weakness ;  small  doses  of 
rue,  by  their  action  on  the  sexual  organs,  may  limit  the 
amount  of  nocturnal  discharge,  and  thus  mitigate  the  nerv- 
ous prostration  so  favorable  to  a  continuance  of  the  fits. 

Vice  versa  we  find  this  drug  rather  neglected  in  our  school, 
and  Franklin  and  Helmuth  mentioned  it  without  much  en- 
dorsement. Ostrom  even  publishes  a  case  of  periostitis 
which  he  cured  with  Silicea  and  Calendula^  finding  no  indi- 
cation for  Hue  Mezerum. — Homoeopathic  Physician^  I. 

Ranney  {Surgical  Diagnosis^  p.  103)  divides  periostitis 
into  simple,  suppurative  and  chronic.  The  diffuse  or  sup- 
purative type  is  usually  of  traumatic  origin,  but  as  a  rule  is 
associated  with  some  impairment  of  constitution  or  heredi- 
tary taint.  It  is  characterized  by  great  pain,  marked  con- 
stitutional disturbances ;  diffuse  inflammation  of  the  soft 
tissues,  fluctuation  after  pus  forms  and  by  being  confined 
between  two  joints.  It  is  most  common  at  about  the  age  of 
puberty,  and  usually  affects  the  long  bones.  The  chronic 
form  is  most  frequently  present  in  syphilis,  and  it  most  com- 
monly affects  the  anterior  surface  of  the  tibia  (nodes).  It 
is  associated  with  severe  pain  in  the  region  of  the  seat  of 
the  disease,  with  tumefaction  dependent  on  swelling  of  the 
periosteum,  with  extreme  tenderness  on  pressure  and  with 
exacerbations  at  night  and  during  damp  weather. 

It  seems  to  us  that  Ruta  is  more  indicated  in  traumatic 
periostitis  or  ostitis  where  the  patient's  condition  is^  impaired 
and  a  dyscrasia  needs  treatment  simultaneously  with  the 
traama,  and  I  think  the  pathogenesis  of  the  drug  will  bear 
us  out  in  our  surmise.  Thus  Heriug  gives  us :  large  pdinful 
swelling  of  scalp,  as  if  originating  in  periosteum,  sore  to 
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touch  and  preceded  by  rending  pain  ;  head  extremely  pain- 
ful as  if  bruised  and  beaten ;  and  in  Hahnemann's  Materia 
Medica  Pura,  English  edition,  we  read :  a  shooting  drawing 
pain  from  the  frontal  to  the  temporal  bone ;  from  the  tem- 
poral bone  to  the  occiput,  in  the  periosteum,  pain  as  if  from 
a  fall ;  pain  from  the  coccyx  to  the  os  sacrum  as  from  a  fall 
or  blow ;  pain  in  the  lumbar  vertebrae,  as  if  bruised ;  he 
cannot  bend  his  body,  all  the  joints  and  hip  bones  are  pain- 
ful as  if  bruised,  worse  on  touching  the  painful  parts ;  the 
whole  anterior  surface  of  the  thighs  is  as  if  bruised  and 
painful  to  the  touch  ;  he  has  difficulty  in  going  up  and  down 
stairs  ;  the  legs  bend  under  him  ;  the  bones  of  the  wrist  and 
back  of  the  hand  are  painful  as  if  bruised,  when  at  rest  and 
when  moving;  mental  dejection,  his  thoughts  are  melan- 
cholic and  he  is  tired  of  life. 

Guernsey  recommends  Ruta  in  corrosive  leucorrhoea  in 
consequence  of  suppressed  menstruation ;  the  labor  pains 
are  weak  and  feeble,  with  lameness  and  soreness  all  over; 
constipation  from  either  inactivity  of  the  bowels  or  from 
impaction  of  foeces,  with  large  protrusion  of  rectum  imme- 
diately on  attempting  to  go  to  stool ;  involuntary  emission 
of  urine,  whether  at  rest  or  in  motion  ;  at  every  step  after 
micturition,  she  feels  as  if  the  bladder  were  full  and  moved 
up  and  down  ;  she  feels  as  if  she  could  not  retain  the  urine, 
so  urgent  is  the  desire,  although  she  can  only  pass  but  a  very 
small  quantity. 

The  indications  for  employment  among  the  sick,  as  given 
by  Heinigke  and  Hughes,  we  fail  to  find  in  the  pathogenesis 
as  given  by  Hahnemann  or  by  Allen,  and  we  would  request 
these  authors  to  give  up  their  clinical  verifications. 

DAPHNE  MEZEREUM  AND  SYMPHYTUM  OFFICINALE. 

Mezereum  and  Symphytum  enjoy  the  reputation  of  aid- 
ins:  nature  in  formino^  a  callus  after  fractured  limbs.     The 
former,  like  ruta  shows  also  in  its  pathogenesis,  pain  in  the       ? 
periosteum  (of  long  bones,  especially  the  tibia),  worse  at 
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night  and  in  damp  weather,  when  the  least  touch  is  unbeara- 
ble ;  one  side  is  more  affected  than  the  other ;  rayjid  decay 
of  teeth;  scrof ulosis  and  syphilis.  (Symphytum  shows  no 
dyscrasia,  it  acts  only  in  a  purely  traumatic  periostitis ;  ruta 
affects  more  the  joints  than  the  shafts  of  the  bones. ) 

Mezereum,  as  an  irritant,  is  obsolete  in  the  old  school, 
though  some  old  fogies  may  use  yet  in  syphilis  or  chronic 
rheumatism  the  compound  decoction  of  Sarsaparilla ;'  the 
Unguentum  Mezerei  was  also  used  as  a  stimulant  dressing  to 
indolent  ulcers,  to  keep  fly-blisters  sore  or  to  maintain  issues. 

In  all  our  readings  we  cannot  find  where  Mezereum  gained 
the  reputation  of  strengthening  the  formation  of  callus. 
We  can  only  see  it  where  Symphytum  fails  on  account  of 
the  lurking  dyscrasia  in  the  system.  Helmuth  (1.  c.  414) 
gives  us  the  following  indications  for  Mezereum  :  Nightly 
pains  in  the  l)ones ;  periostitis  of  the  tibia  consequent  upon 
ulcers  of  the  legs ;  the  parts  being  covered  with  a  brown 
dry  skin  and  surrounded  by  reddish-blue  spot,  with  violent 
burning  pains  caused  by  the  slighest  pressure  ;  swollen  j)eri- 
osteum  ;  the  pain  is  so  violent  that  it  is  impossible  to  place 
the  foot  on  the  ground  ;  violent  tearing  in  the  left  ulna,  or 
in  the  forearm  and  elbow ;  pain  in  the  periosteum  of  the  ole- 
cranon, much  aggravated  by  pressure,  etc. 

According  to  Gerstel,  of  Vienna  (World's  Transactions, 
1876 ),  the  grand  starting  point  of  focus  whence  all  the  symp- 
toms of  Mezereum  emanate,  is  in  the  (connective  tissue,  the 
connecting  medium  between  different  organs,  where  it  pro- 
duces interstitial  exudation,  with  its  manifold  vsymptoms. 
The  fibrous  tissues  esi)ecially  acted  upon  by  this  drug  are 
the  periosteum,  muscular  fasciae,  synovial  membranes,  in- 
terstitial fibrous  tissue  in  glands,  galea  aponeurotica,  dura 
mater  and  joints  (Burt.  Mat.  Med.,  022). 

We  omit  its  applicability  to  cutaneous  and  other  diseases 
for  want  of  space. 

SYMPHYTUM    OFFICINALE. 

This  plant,  says  Stillc  and  Maiscli  (1.  c.  1351),  which  is 
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both  demulcent  and  astringent,  was  esteemed  in  ancient  times 
for  hasteiiins:  the  cures  of  bruises  and  the  cicatrization  of 
wounds,  hence,  its  name  consolida.  A  popular  method  iu 
France  of  treating  fissures  of  the  nipple  is  to  apply  a  hollow 
section  of  the  fresh  root  over  the  sore  organ.  A  decoction 
of  it  is  prescribed  in  hsemoptysis,  haematuria,  metrorrhagia, 
diarrhoea  and  dysentery. 

tfeinigke  (Mat.  Med.,  540):  Symphytum  has  not  been 
proven  physiologically,  though  for  ages  frequently  employed 
in  diseases.  Symphytum  (externally  as  mother  tincture 
diluted  with  water,  and  internally  in  potentised  form)  seeras 
to  act  beneficially  upon  wounds,  particularly  when  the  osse- 
ous substance  and  periosteum  are  suffering  at  the  same  time ; 
in  injuries  of  the  bones  and  fractures  of  all  kinds. 

Helmuth  (1.  c,  434  and  485)  recommends  it  in  fragilitas 
ossium  and  in  fractures  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  ossiiic 
deposit.  In  the  case,  reported  by  Henriques  (Brit.  Joum. 
of  Hom.,  X.,  p.  448),  where  a  fracture  in  an  old  man  was 
cured  by  Ruta,  we  see  again  the  dyscrasic  chai^acter  of  the 
case,  but  no  mention  is  made  of  Symphytum,  which  also, 
according  to  Franklin,  aids  only  in  the  union  of  the  frac- 
tured bone  without  having  any  indication  for  relieving  a 
dyscrasia. 

Guernsey  fails  to  give  any  indication  in  midwifery  hinting 
to  Symphytum,  whereas  in  Mezereum,  syphilis  and  scrofula 
show  their  tender  points.  It  needs  a  proving  badly. — Narfh 
American  Journ,  of  Hom. 


IS  THE  PATIENT  DEAD? 


Dr.  Tanner,  of  fasting  fame,  publishes  a  long  list  of  recent 
cases  of  burial  of  persons  while  alive,  but  in  a  death-like 
trance,  and  cites  the  case  of  a  Miss  Mosely,  whose  family 
resides  in  Missouri,  who  was  taken  sick,  died  suddenly  and 
was  buried  in  West  Middlesex,  Pa. 

Physicians  could  not  diagnose  the  case,  and  her  death  was 
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pronounced  very  nij'^sterious.  Friday  her  friends  from  Mis- 
souri arrived  to  remove  the  remains,  and,  upon  opening  the 
coffin,  a  heartrending  s[)ectacle  was  presented.  The  young 
lady  had  beeil  buried  alive,  and  had  turned  over  on  her  side 
and  was  lying  face  downward,  her  hands  clenched  in  her 
hair,  and  her  distorted  features  plainly  sjiowing  the  intensity 
of  her  sufferings. 

Among  the  other  interesting  cases  cited  by  him  are  the 
following:  Last  December  a  lady  at  Warsaw,  N.  J.,  died 
under  somewhat  peculiar  circumstances,  which  gave  rise  to 
the  report  that  her  death  had  been  caused  by  her  husband's 
ill-treatment.  Hence  several  weeks  after  the  interment,  her 
body  was  exhumed  for  post-mortem  examination,  when  it 
was  found  that  in  the  grave  a  perfectly  healthy  child  had 
been  born. 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Pettitt,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  Mrs.  Sarah 
Druse,  of  Belpre,  W.  V.,  are  two  notable  cases  occurring 
since  the  advent  of  the  year  1883.  Both  were  pronounced 
dead  by  their  attending  physicians,  both  were  prepared  for 
burial,  and  both  were  awakened  from  their  death-like  trance 
before  their  apparently  lifeless  remains  were  conveyed  to  a 
living  tomb. 

The  Richmond,  Va.,  Telegram  of  December  10,  1879, 
reports  the  case  of  a  girl  who  has  just  awakened  from  six 
months'  hibernation  or  trance.  This  wonderful  occurrence 
was  telegraphed  all  over  the  country  shortly  after  it  com- 
menced, and  during  all  the  intervening  period,  it  is  st^ated, 
the  girl  has  lain,  to  all  appearance,  dead.  She  has  now 
awakened  from  her  somnolence,  and  is  as  well  as  ever.  It 
is  reported  that  she  totally  abstained  from  food  or  water 
during  the  entire  period.  The  following  alleged  occurrence 
furnishes  positive  evidence  of  Tanner's  theory  that  human 
beiuffs  can  hibernate  like  the  bear,  coon,  etc. : 

'*  Hon.  W.  G.  Osborne,  Military  Secretary  to  the  Mission 
sent  to  the  Court  of  Runjeet  Singh,  in  1838,  w^as  present  and 
an  eye-witness  of  the  facts  as  here  presented.     I  copy  the 
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following  from  Mr.  Osborne's  account ;  *  The  monotony  of 
our  camp  life  was  broken  this  morning  by  the  arrival  of  a 
very  celebrated  character  in  the  Punjab,  He  is  held  in  ex- 
traordinary reverence  by  the  Sikhs  from  his  alleged  capac- 
ity of  being  able  to  bury  himself  alive  for  any  period  of 
time.  Gen.  Wade  (now  Sir  Clundie  Wade),  political  agent 
at  Loodbrauva,  told  me  he  was  present  at  his  exhumation 
after  an  interment  of  several  months,  Gen.  Ventura  having 
buried  him  in  the  presence  of  the  Maha  Rajah  and  many  of 
his  principal  Sadars,  and  as  far  as  I  can  recollect  these  were 
the  particulars  as  witnessed  by  Gen.  Ventura.  After  going 
through  a  regular  course  of  preparation,  the  fakir  pro- 
nounced himself  ready  for  the  interment,  in  a  vault  which 
had  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  by  the  order  of  the  Maha 
Rajah.  On  the  appearance  of  the  Runjeet  and  his  court,  he 
(the  fakir)  proceeded  to  the  final  preparations  that  were  nec- 
essary, and  after  stopping  his  ears  and  every  other  orifice 
through  which  it  was  possible  for  the  air  to  enter  his  body, 
except  his  mouth,  he  was  stripped  and  placed  in  a  bag.  The 
last  preparation  consisted  in  turning  his  tongue  back,  and 
thus  closing  his  gullet,  whereupon  he  immediately  died  away 
in  a  sort  of  lethargy.  The  bag  was  then  closed  and  sealed 
by  the  Runjeet' s  own  seal,  and  afterward  placed  in  a  small 
deal  box,  which  was  also  locked  and  sealed.  The  box  was 
then  placed  in  the  vault,  the  earth  thrown  in  and  trodden 
down,  a  crop  of  barley  sown  over  the  spot,  and  sentries 
placed  around  it.  The  Maha  Rajah  was,  however,  very 
skeptical  on  the  subject,  and  twice  in  the  course  of  the  ten 
months  he  remained  underground,  sent  people  to  dig  him  up, 
when  he  was  found  to  be  exactly  in  the  same  position,  and  still 
in  a  state  of  suspended  animation.  At  the  end  of  ten 
months  the  fakir  was  exhumed  in  the  presence  of  Capt. 
Wade,  also  the  Maha  Rajah  and  others.  The  Captain  wit^ 
nessed  the  breaking  of  the  seal  and  the  opening  of  the  box 
and  bag.     He  also  examined  the  inanimate  body  minutely. 
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It  was  at  first  motionless  and  pulseless,  though  its  appear- 
ance was  otherwise  natural.  In  two  hours  the  process  of 
restoring  the  faculties  and  functions  were  fully  accomplished, 
and  the  fakir  was  apparently  as  well  as  ever," 


WHAT  IS  THOUGHT  OF  THE   **CODE"   AT  OUR 

STATE  CAPITAL. 


Governor  Crittenden^ 8  Address  to  the  Allopathic  State  Medical  Association^ 

held  at  Jefferson  City,  May  15 thy  1883. 


THE    governor's    REMARKS. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Profession:  I  welcome  you 
to  the  Capital  of  the  State,  not  only  on  behalf  of  ttie  citi- 
zens of  the  State  generally,  but  also  on  behalf  of  the  gen- 
erous citizens  of  this  city,  who  desire  you  to  feel  as  if  you 
were  still  at  home  and  amongst  those  whose  hospitality  will 
be  measured  only  by  your  capacity  to  enjoy  and  strength  to 
endure.  These  assemblages  of  your  profession  portend 
good  not  only  for  yourselves  as  individuals,  as  professional 
gentlemen,  but  also  for  the  people  at  large.  Familiar  asso- 
ciations of  gentlemen  of  the  same  profession  one  with  the 
other  from  various  parts  of  the  State  produces  good  to  the 
people  at  large.  They  deepen  and  broaden  your  knowledge 
of  the  various  diseases  to  which  flesh  is  heir,  and  prepare 
your  minds  to  comprehend  and  understand  the  diagnosis  and 
prognoses  of  disease  which  may  be  found  in  one  locality  and 
not  well  known  in  another.  A  grander  sentence  was  never 
uttered  than  that  of  the  old  Greek,  "  Know  thyself,"  which, 
if  fully  appreciated  by  each  individual  and  fully  observed 
in  our  daily  lives,  would  protect  man  from  the  attacks  of 
many  diseases  and  their  consequent  pain.  Human  nature  is 
jealous  of  its  own  physical  rights  and  physical  laws.  To 
violate  either  is  inevitiibly  followed  by  a  penalty  dependent 
upon  the  8every:y  of  the  infraction.     A  successful  doctor 
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should  always  know  his  patient,  his  habits,  his  temperament, 
his  disposition  and  his  nerve.  In  other  words,  he  should  ixs 
fully  understand  his  subject  living,  before  ministering  to  his 
body,  as  well  as  a  mind  diseased,  as  he  understands  the  an- 
atomy of  the  body  before  dissecting  and  dismemberment. 
In  the  sick-room  the  most  nervous  and  noisy  doctors,  ^vith 
theories  and  general  applications  without  number,  are  not 
always  the  wisest  and  most  successful. 

More  philosophy  and  less  charlatanry  is  more  becoming 
in  such  places.  Systems  as  well  as  medicines  must  be  studied 
to  be  understood.  That  which  is  a  cure  for  one  person  is 
rank  poison  for  another,  although  afflicted  with  apparently 
the  same  disease.  Hence  the  great  importance  of  knowing 
the  subject,  the  patient,  the  disease,  the  disposition,  the 
family. 

Gentlemen,  yours  ie  a  progressive  profession,  and  I  should 
also  say  an  aggressive  one.  As  in  all  others,  there  is  much 
ignorance  in  it,  and  still  more  unnatural  jealousies,  which 
have  done  more  to  bring  into  dispute  your  calling  than  all  the 
quacks  with  forged  and  purchased  diplomas.  I  do  not  belong 
to  the  class  which  sees  no  good  in  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine, who  are  constantly  saying,  like  Peck's  bad  boy,  "You 
can't  tell  anything  about  doctors  No  two  of  them  guesses 
alike."  Well-skilled  doctors  do  not  guess.  With  them 
human  life  is  too  sacred  and  their  characters  too  reputable 
to  be  engaged  in  such  a  game  of  chance  without  guide  or 
compass.  They  are  the  conservators  of  health  for  the  com- 
munity, the  country,  the  State — not  for  gain,  but  for  the 
good  of  each,  for  the  good  of  all,  for  the  approbation  of 
their  own  conscience,  for  the  vindication  of  science,  for  the 
reputation  of  their  own  gi*eat  calling  and  for  that  greatest 
of  all  boons,  the  gratitude  of  the  sick,  and  the  smiles  of 
father,  mother,  brother  and  sister,  which  is  sweeter  than  the 
song  of  bird  or  odor  of  blossoms.  Gentlemen,  society  and 
legislation,  as  well  as  the  judgment  of  the  most  enlightened 
ones  of  your  profession,  is  moving  against  the  retention  of 
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the  old  code,  which  forbade  consultations  with  physicians  of 
other  than  the  allopathic  school.  If  rightly  advised,  I  assert 
that  the  medical  journals  of  several  of  the  States  favor  the 
liberal  code,  and  I  predict  that  sooner  or  later  the  non-inter- 
course code  of  the  American  Medical  Association  will  pass, 
like  the  association,  into  the  history  of  the  past.  Already 
over  2,400  doctors  in  the  City  of  New  York  have  protested 
against  such  a  code. 

I  call  your  attention  to  this  extract  from  the  circular-letter 
recently  addressed  by  the  liberals  to  the  medical  profession 
in  that  State  :  "  It  is  well-known  that  a  strong  effort  is  being 
made,  even  by  coercive  measures,  to  secure  in  advance  such 
a  presentation  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  in  1884  as  will 
undo  the  works  which  was  done  in  1882  and  1883.  Believ- 
ing that  such  action  would  be  injurious  to  the  honor,  dignity 
and  usefulness  of  the  profession  and  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  community,  we  earnestly  entreat  the  members  of  the 
profession  to  give  the  subject  their  serious  consideration  and 
to  use  all  legitimate  means  to  prevent  the  re-enactment  of 
the  present  code  of  the  American  Medical  Association  by 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  It  appears 
to  us  to  be  particularly  important  to  preserve  to  each  physi-, 
cian  perfect  liberty  to  decide  with  whom  he  shall  act,  in 
order  to  secure  the  best  interests  of  the  sick  and-  the  honor 
of  the  profession.  The  arbitrary  rules  which  have  controlled 
to  so  large  an  extent  the  actions  of  the  medical  men,  and 
which  were  originally  designed  to  defeat  the  efforts  of 
irregular  practitioners  to  gain  influence  with  the  community, 
have  signally  failed  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view  These 
rules  have  not  commanded  the  respect  of  intelligent  men  in 
other  professions.  They  have  been  regarded  as  belonging 
to  the  same  category  as  the  rules  by  which  the  various  trade 
uaious  have  infringed  upon  the  individual  liberty  of  their 
members  and  subjected  those  who  resisted  the  arbitrary 
action  of  the  majority  to  the  greatest  indignities,  pecuniary 
losses  and  even  personal  sufferings  and  dangers.     We  call 
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upon  all  physicians  to  unite  with  us  in  freeing  the  profession 
from  this  stigma,  and  in  giving  to  all  its  members  perfect 
liberty  to  practice  their  art  in  accordance  with  the  dictates 
of  their  own  consciences  and  with  the  enlightened  opinion 
of  intelligent  men  who  are  engaged  in  other  pursuits." 

I  am  aware  that  I  tread  on  delicate  ground  before  this 
great  representative  body  of  the  Allopathic  School  hi  Mis- 
souri. I  do  it  with  modesty  and  due  respect,  pleading  in  self- 
defense,  if  any  is  needed,  the  safety  of  human  lives,  and 
the  legislation  of  this  State  creating  the  Board  of  Health 
composed  (»f  the  several  schools,  and  not  only  of  this  but 
of  other  States  upon  the  same  subject,  the  dividing  walls 
are  beginning  to  fall,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  the 
hignest  standard  of  the  vis  preservatrix  is  attained  from  all 
the  schools.  These  walls  are  battered  down  by  the  idea  that 
one  human  life  is  worth  more  than  all  the  prejudices  of  all 
the  schools  from  the  day  of  Esculapius  to  that  of  Hodgen. 
Since  you  last  met  some  of  your  own  brotherhood  have 
crossed  the  silent  river.  No  power,  no  skill  could  save.  All 
must  go,  sooner  or  later,  the  same  way.  But  no  profession 
has  lost  a  greater  man  in  the  line  of  duty  than  3'our  own  in 
.  the  death  of  Hodgen.  His  loss  was  a  State  loss.  His  name 
and  face  was  familiar  to  us  all  throughout  the  State.  He 
was  an  honor  to  your  profession  and  to  the  State,  and  I  can 
only  say  there  is  nothing  left  for  you,  for  us,  but  to  turn 
silently  and  sadly  to  the  exacting  realities  of  life,  and,  by 
imitation  of  his  bright  example,  prepare  for  the  inevitable 
hour  that  awaits  us  all.  As  the  great  American  poet  said  of 
another,  I  say  of  him,  "  He  is  dead.  The  sweet  musician, 
the  sweetest  of  all  singers,  he  has  gone  from  us  forever. 
He  has  moved  a  little  nearer  to  the  Master  of  all  music." 


The  number  of  students  in  the  medical  faculty  of  the 
University  of  Vienna  during  the  session  recently  ended  was 
1,750,  against  1,412  in  the  corresponding  period  of  lafet 
year. 
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AIR,  SOIL,  WATER  AND  DRAINAGE.— WITH  THEIR 

RELATIONS  TO  HEALTH. 


BY   T.    C.    HUNTER,    WABASH,    IND. 


Read  at  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Session  of  the  Indiana  Institute  of  Horn- 

osopathyj  May  8th,  1883. 

*' Pure  air,  pure  water  and  pure  soil"  was  the  great 
hygienic  formula  given  by  Hippocrates,  as  prime  necessaries 
to  the  preservation  of  health  :  and  although  many  centuries 
have  passed  away  since  this  formula  was  given  to  the  world, 
it  has  never  been  improved  on.  If  these  are  necessary  to 
health,  their  impure  condition  must  surely  be  a  cause  for 
the  loss  of  health. 

The  diseases  caused  by  the  impure  conditions  of  these 
elements,  are  called  •*  Filth  Diseases,"  and  are  to  a  great 
extent  preventable.  The  most  prominent  are  dysentery, 
diphtheria,  typhoid  fever,  cholera,  yellow  fever,  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis  and  neuralgia. 

AIR. 

To  assert  that  impure  air  is  the  direct  cause  of  some  dis- 
eases, and  the  predisposing  cause  of  many  others,  would  be 
to  assert  a  truism,  of  which  every  one  is  already  convinced. 

Theoretically,  air  is  a  mixture  of  79  parts  of  nitrogen  and 
21  parts  of  oxygen  ;  practically  this  is  seldom  true,  as  there 
is  nearly  always  present  a  small  quantity  of  carbonic  acid, 
ammonia  in  some  form,  and  other  gases  deleterious  to 
health,  and  the  vapor  of  water.  The  air  may  waft  to  us 
solid  matter  of  a  poisonous  nature,  which  may  enter  the  sys- 
tem through  the  skin  or  lungs,  and  these  produce  their  pecu- 
liar effects.  The  watery  vapor  in  the  air  may  also  carry 
poisonous  matter  in  solution.  Air,  then,  may  be  a  very  ready 
means  of  conveying  disease  to  us. 

The  great  aerial  sea  that  surrounds  us   being  always  in 
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motion,  thus  thoroughly  mixing  and  diluting  its  deleterious 
contents  with  the  constant  oxidation  of  oxidisable  matter, 
reduces  very  much  the  danger  from  this  source. 

It  is  mainly  when  the  air  is  confined,  and  the  diluting  and 
oxydizing  process  is  prevented,  that  the  danger  from  this 
source  is  very  great.  If  the  air  is  overcharged  with  the  pro- 
ducts of  respiration  it  becomes  oppressive.  This  is  mainly 
because  of  the  carbonic  acid  it  then  contains.  In  has  been 
dis(;overed  that  ammonia  is  one  of  the  products  of  respira- 
tion. Those  who  escaped  from  the  celebrated  Black  Hole 
of  Calcutta,  declare  that  it  was  like  holding  the  face  over  a 
vessel  of  hartshorn.  Ammonia  is  an  irritant,  thins  the 
blood,  and  prevents  the  oxidation  of  decomposing  matter, 
and  also  decomposes  ozone,  the  great  purifier. 

Sulphide  of  ammonia  is  one  of  the  emenations  from  dis- 
eased persons  and  is  one  of  the  most  poisonous  gases  found 
mixed  with  the  air.  It  is  found  in  all  places  that  are  crowded 
with  diseased  people,  and  which  are  not  at  the  same  time 
well  ventilated.  There  may  also  be  other  gases  found  in 
crowded  and  unventilated  apartments.  Beside  these,  the  air 
may  be  loaded  with  organized  substances,  too  small  to  detect 
with  the  microscope,  but  which  are  sufficient  to  cause  disease. 

Another  source  of  disease  in  crowded  and  badly  ventilated 
rooms  is  the  devitalization  of  the  air  which  has  once  been 
breathed.  Although  the  carbonic  acid  and  other  gases  may 
all  be  removed,  the  air  is  still  unfit  for  respiration,  until  it 
has  been  revitalized.  This  can  be  done  by  tlie  aid  of  elec- 
tricity. Large  fields  of  air  become  devitalized.  We  have 
all  experienced  the  languor  and  depression  which  precedes 
the  thunder  storm,  and  how  quickly  that  passes  away  after 
the  storm  is  over.  Just  what  has  taken  place  we  are  unable 
to  say  ;  the  fact  is  well-known.  The  study  of  meteorology 
offers  a  large  field  for  investigation  by  medical  men,  and  one 
which  has  hitherto  been  too  much  neglected.  The  contami- 
nation of  the  air  of  houses  by  sewer  gas  is  well-known. 
The  principal  poisonous  agent  here   is  sulphuretted  hydro- 
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gen  gas,  it  may  also  carry  the  germs  of  such  iilth-discases 
as  typhoid  fever,  diphtheria,  etc.  Dampness,  or  the  satum- 
tion  of  air  with  the  vapor  of  water  is  also  a  large  factor  in 
the  production  of  disease.  Air  may  also  be  poisoned  by 
metallic  and  other  inorganic  substances,  which  float  in  it,  and 
are  too  small  to  be  detected  by  the  most  powerful  micro- 
scope. One  of  the  best  known  instances  of  this  is  the  pois- 
oning of  the  air  of  rooms  by  arsenic.  I  once  had  a  little 
patient  who  suffered  with  the  symptoms  of  arsenical  poison- 
ing. I  suspected  the  wall  paper  to  be  the  source  of  the 
trouble  and  had  it  analyzed,  when  a  large  amount  of  that 
poison  was  found.  The  paper  was  removed  and  replaced 
with  paper  which  was  free  from  arsenic,  when  the  patient 
recovered  promptly  with  little  further  medication. 

There  is  a  portioii  of  air  that  is  seldom  considered  from  a 
sanitary  stand-point,  and  that  is  the  '*  ground-air,"  or  air 
that  permeates  the  soil  down  as  far  as  the  surface  of  the 
**  gi-ound-water."  Like  the  air  above  ground  it  is  always  in 
motion,  and  as  it  comes  in  contact  with  the  decaying  animal 
and  vegetable  matter  in  the  ground  it  becomes  contaminated 
with  their  deleterious  gases. 

When  the  air  in  our  dwelling  houses  is  heated  it  rises,  and 
the  air  from  the  cellars  rises  through  the  crevices  in  the  floor 
to  supply  its  place,  and  that  is  replaced  by  the  air  in  the 
ground  adjoining,  which  will  in  its  turn  rise  into  the  rooms 
above,  carrying  with  it  the  impurities  it  has  gathered  in  the 
ground  and  cellars.  It  then  becomes  necessary  if  we  wish 
to  breathe  pure  air,  to  keep  the  ground  air  pure  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  our  dwellings,  or  to  prevent  its  entrance 
into  them. 

WATER 

becomes  filthy  from   many  causes.     Among  them  may  be 
enumerated,  privy  vaults,  cess-pools,  manure  piles  and   de- 
caying animal  and  vegetable  matter. 
The  foul  matter  from  these  sources  mingles  with  the  water 
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either  ou,  or  in  the  ground.  Wells  are  the  most  commou 
means  i)y  which  these  impurities  are  brought  to  us.  A  well 
draws  filth,  or  the  water  which  contains  it,  from  the  sur- 
rounding soil  to  considerable  distances.  They  arc  frequently 
found  within  twenty  feet  of  a  vault  containins:  a  ton  or  more 
of  the  most  dangerous  exerementitious  matter  known.  It 
is  believed  the  earth  will  filter  out  all  this  filthy  matter,  and 
that  there  is  no  danger  as  long  as  the  water  is  clean,  and 
docs  not  taste  or  smell  badly.  But  the  eai*th,  nor  indeed 
will  any  filter  be  able  to  remove  poisonous  matter  that  is 
held  in  chemical  solution  in  the  water,  only  the  undissolved 
matter  is  strained  out,  and  even  this  is  not  always  done,  for 
the  earth  surrounding  these  rcceptjicles  of  filth  becomes 
saturated  and  ceases  to  act  as  a  filter.  This  saturated  con- 
dition extends  inch  by  inch  until  the  well  is  reached,  or  it 
may  follow  crevices  in  the  soil  or  rocks  and  reach  the  sources 
of  water  supply  more  speedily  and  from  greater  distances. 
If  the  dejectae  of  persons  suffering  from  any  of  the  filth 
diseases  are  thrown  upon  the  ground,  or  into  vaults  or  cess- 
pools, or  leaky  drains  or  sewers,  they  mingle  with  the  water 
and  carry  the  disease  to  those  who  drink  it  Wells  can  usu- 
ally be  kept  pure  by  digghig  them  deep  enough,  and  tubing 
them  to  keep  out  the  surface  water  or  that  which  contains 
the  impurities  that  are  on  or  near  the  surface. 

THE  SOIL 

is  made  impure  by  the  same  causes  that  makes  water  impure. 
To  have  a  pure  air  and  pure  water,  you  must  have  a  pure 
soil.  The  soil  will  never  become  pure  as  long  as  we  keep 
filling  it  up  with  all  manner  of  filth.  If  impurities  are 
neither  thrown  upon  the  surface  or  buried  in  the  soil,  time, 
aided  by  air  and  water  will  purify  it.  Many  different  meth- 
ods have  been  devised  to  keep  the  soil  and  water  from  being 
contaminated,  any  of  them  infinately  better  than  the  crimi- 
nal carelessness  that  now  almost  universally  prevails.  Can 
any  city  or  town  expect  to  have  good  he«alth  where  there  is 
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a  ton  or  more  excrementitious  matter*  on  or  buried  in  the 
soil  of  every  lot  within  its  corporate  limits?  Whed  any  of 
these  filth  diseases  prevail,  can  we  say  that  no  one  is  to 
blame?  and  when  a  death  occurs  from  such  a  disease,  it  will 
not  do  to  hypocritically  say,  **  In  the  inscrutable  wisdom  of 
an  all-wise,  just,  and  kind  Providence,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  remove  the  dear  departed  from  our  midst,"  but 
rather  charge  it  directly  to  our  ignorance,  cupidity,  or 
beastly  indifference.  The  Lord  has  only  been  teaching  us  a 
lesson  ;  has  only  been  scourging  us  that  we  might  profit  by 
sad  experience.  '* Experience  is  a  dear  school,  but  fools 
will  leaiii  in  no  other.  So  the  school  goes  on  but  we  seem 
to  grow  but  little  wiser." 

DRAINAGE 

18  one  of  the  most  common  and  eflScient  means  of  keeping 
the  air,  soil  and  water  pure.  There  are  three  methods  of 
drainage.  Open  ditches,  porous  drains,  (covered)  and  im- 
pervious drains  also  covered.  The  first  is  an  expensive  and 
frequently  inefficient  way  of  removing  surface  and  ground 
water.  If  well  graded  and  kept  clean  of  obstructions  they 
answer  a  good  purpose,  but  the  land  they  occupy,  the  incon- 
venience of  crossing  them,  and  the  frequent  necessity  of 
cleaning  them  out,  make  them  very  expensive  and  not 
always  desirable. 

The  second  method,  by  covering  porous  drains  is  more 
economical  and  efficient.  More  economical,  because  they 
use  up  no  land,  and  require  little  or  no  care  after  having 
been  well  constructed.  The  advantages  of  this  kind  of 
drainage  are,  the  lowering  of  the  surface  of  the  ground- 
water and  the  admission  of  air  into  the  soil,  and  thereby 
causing  the  oxidation  of  any  decaying  animal  or  vegetable 
matter  in  the  soil.  The  further  from  the  surface  of  the 
soil  the  ground-water  is  removed,  the  more  freely  the  air 
circulates  in  the  soil,  the  less  danger  from  decaying  matter 
in  the  ground.  . 
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Drains  should  be  kiid  with  material  that  will  admit  the. 
water  fr^fm  the  adjacent  soil.  The  common  porous  drain- 
tile  answers  this  purpose  very  well.  The  water  enters  mostly 
at  the  joints  and  also  filters  through  the  substance  of  the 
tile.  To  be  effective  they  should  be  laid  in  a  true  grade, 
which  should  continue  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  ground 
will  admit,  and  then  the  grade  changed  to  suit  the  contour 
of  the  ground  or  surface,  but  there  should  be  kept  descend- 
ing at  as,even  and  rapid  a  rate  as  may  be  possible.  If  un- 
dulations are  allowed  they  are  liable  to  fill  up  with  silt  and 
sand  at  the  depressions,  and  thus  become  worthless.  It  is 
thought  that  if  water  runs  through  them  freely  when  first 
constructed,  that  nothing  more  is  needed.  A  competent 
civil  engineer  should  superintend  the  laying  of  all  tile,  it 
will  be  less  expensive  in  the  end.  The  thorough  underdrain- 
ing  of  any  large  district  will  materially  reduce  the  number 
of  deaths  by  consumption  in  that  district,  as  dampness  of 
the  air  and  soil  is  known  to  be  a  fruitful  source  of  that  dis- 
ease. Intermittent  fever  and  other  malarious  diseases  will 
almost  disappear.  It  is  admitted  by  all  who  have  tried 
the  experiment,  that  underdraining  pays  pecuniarily  by  the 
increased  crops  raised  on  land  so  underdrained.  The  sub- 
ject, therefore,  beside  being  conducive  to  health,  appeals  to 
the  pocket.  Cities,  towns  and  villages  need  underdraining 
as  much  as  the  country.  They  should  have  a  thorough  sys- 
tem of  i>orous  covered  drains  to  draw  off  the  surplus  water, 
and  thus  admit  the  air  into  the  already  polluted  ground  and 
thus  favor  oxidation.  Every  house  should  have  its  founda- 
tion underlaid  with  tile  to  carry  off  the  moisture,  and  purify 
the  soil  and  ground-air. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  plan  of  carrying  off  the  filth  of  a  city  by  under- 
ground sewers  is  very  ancient.  The  temple  in  the  City  of 
Jerusalem  had  a  very  perfect  system  of  sewerage  cut  out  of 
the  solid  rock,  which  is  yet  in  as  good  condition  as  when  first 
constructed. 
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Alexandria,  Carthage,  Herculaneum,  Nineveh  and  Rome, 
had  complete  systems  of  sewerage  and  water-works,  which 
seem  to  be  a  necessary  accompaniment  to  an  efficient  lewer 
system.  Sewers  aid  in  keeping  the  air,  soil  and  water  pure, 
and  in  doing  this  they  act  as  preventive  of  all  flesh  diseases. 
A  volume  might  be  written  in  demonstrating  this  fact,  but  it 
would  be  a  waste  of  labor  to  prove  what  is  already  admit- 
ted by  intelligent  persons. 

FUNDAMENTAL   RULES. 

i  

i  There  are  few  fundamental  rules  to  be  observed  in  the 

construction  of  a  sewer  to  make  it  answer  fully  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  intended. 

RULE   I. 

The  sewer  should  be  laid  in  a  ti*ue  grade  from  the  place 
of  beginning  to  its  outlet,  not  necessarily  the  same  rate  of 
all,  but  the  grade  should  be  perfectly  straight  until  it  is 
changed  for  another  equally  straight  one,  and  so  continue 

until  the  outlet  is  reached. 

I 

RULE   II. 

The  descending  grade  should  be  so  suited  to  the  size  of 
the  sewer  and  the  amount  of  sewage  that  will  be  likely  to 
flow  through  it,  that  it  will  be  self -cleansing. 

RULE    III. 

The  size  of  the  sewer  should  be  propoHioned  by  the 
grade,  and  the  amount  of  sewage  it  is  expected  to  carry. 

RULE  IV. 

It  must  be  made  of  impervious  material  and  smooth  inside. 

RULE  V. 

It  must  be  ventilated. 

We  believe  that  no  good  and  efficient  sewer  can  be  con- 
structed where  the  builder  ignores  any  one  of  these  rules. 
If  the  grade  is  not  a  true  line  the  sewage  is  apt  to  halt  at  the 
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depressions,  and  decomposition  takes  place  with  the  produc- 
tion of  large  quantities  of  offensive  and  dangerous  gases, 
the  flow  will  be  obstructed  and  the  sewage  filled  up,  and  then 
it  is  worse  than  worthless.  The  sewage  should  be  kept  con- 
stiintly  in  motion  until  it  has  passed  the  outlet  so  that  there 
will  be  no  time  for  fermentation  and  decomposition.  To 
make  this  sure  at  all  times  the  sewer  should  be  of  such  a 
size  and  shape  that  the  sewage,  whether  large  or  small  in 
quantity,  should  be  concentrated  in  the  bottom.  Experi- 
ence has  shown  that  the  round  or  the  egg-shaped  sewer  is 
the  most  efficient.  Sewers  are  almost  invariably  too  large ; 
the  water  is  spread  over  too  much  surface  and  has  not  force 
enough  to  keep  the  solid  matter  in  motion  constantly.  Large 
sewers  become  sewers  of  deposit  and  have  to  be  cleaned  at 
frequent  intervals  by  the  expensive  process  of  manual  labor, 
and  inciease  rather  than  decrease  the  dangers  from  the  pres- 
ence of  sewage. 

A  sewer  that  runs  half  full  will  be  much  more  likelv  to 
be  self-cleansing  than  one  that  is  only  filled  to  the  one- 
fiftieth  of  its  capacity,  as  the  fuller  the  sewer  the  more  rap- 
idly the  contents  will  flow.  If  the  contents  fill  the  sewer  to 
one-fourth  of  its  capacity  it  will  be  self-cleansing  if  it  has 
a  proper  grade. 

A  sewer  of  six  inches  in  diameter  having  a  fall  of  1  in 
292,  will  flow  at  the  rate  of  2  feet  per  second  ;  one  having 
a  fall  of  1  in  137  will  flow  3  feet  per  second,  and  one  hav- 
ing a  fall  of  1  in  80  will  flow  4  feet  per  second.  The  size 
of  the  sewer  should  be  proportioned  to  the  grade  and  the 
work  it  may  be  called  on  to  do.  If  too  large,  it  will  fail  for 
want  of  force  to  carry  away  its  contents,  as  they  will  be 
distributed  over  too  much  surface.  If  too  small,  they  will 
necessarily  fail  for  want  of  room  to  carry  off  the  sewage 
brought  to  them. 

The  opinion  prevails  almost  universally  that  sewers  should 
be  very  large,  indeed  it  is  thought  they  can  hardly  be  too 
large.     The  demand  is  that  they  shall  be  made  large  enougJi 
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forgetting  that  a  sewer  too  large  is  as  bad  or  worse  than  one 
too  small. 

The  earlier  sewers  of  Europe  were  called  sewers  of  deposit 
because  it  was  recognized  as  a  fact  that  they  become  ob- 
structed and  fill  up.  It  was  necessary  then  that  they  should 
be  larsre  enough  for  a  man  to  enter.  Six  feet  in  heio^ht  was 
supposed  to  be  the  proper  size  as  that  afforded  good  facili- 
ties for  cleaning  by  the  entrance  of  men  for  that  purpose. 
Modem  science  has  demonstimted  that  they  can  be  made 
«elf-eleansing  by  making  them  of  a  size  proportioned  to  their 
work  J  and  giving  them  a  proper  grade.  In  order  to  do  this 
the  stream  must  have  depth  to  float  and  velocity  sufficient  to 
carry  along  its  solid  contents.  Suppose  the  stream  to  be 
three  feet  wide  and  one  inch  in  depth,  this  would  not  give 
depth  sufficient  to  float  the  solid  contents  coming  from  house 
<]rains,  and  on  account  of  the  great  friction  it  could  not  have 
velocity  enough  to  prevent  deposition  with  its  consequences 
of  obstruction,  fermentation  and  decomposition.  Suppose 
the  channel  should  be  contracted  to  ooe  foot,  the  friction 
would  be  reduced  to  two-thirds,  the  depth  being  increased 
to  three  inches  the  solid  matters  would  float  and  the  velocity 
sufficient  to  keep  it  moving.  Contract  it  again  to  six  inches 
the  flow  would  then  be  six  inches  in  depth,  the  friction 
w^ould  again  be  very  much  reduced  and  the  velocity  so  in- 
creased that  it  would  easily  carry  along  its  solid  matter,  and 
deliver  it  speedily  at  the  end  or  outlet- 

Before  constructing  a  sewer  it  will  be  necessary  to  ascer- 
tain the  amount  of  fall  that  can  be  obtained,  then  the  pro- 
bable maximum  amount  that  it  will  need  to  carry  at  one 
time.  First,  there  is  the  sewer  proper,  that  which  flows 
from  the  closets,  sink  and  house  drain.  To  this  we  add 
water  in  various  quantities  according  to  the  supply  from 
water-works  or  otherwise. 

In  120  towns  of  England,  Mr.  Latham  found  that  the 
average  amount  of  sewage  was  25  gallons  per  day  for  each 
person,  vaiying  all  the  way  from  5  to  56  gallons.      Mr. 
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Waring  says,  that  it  will  be  a  safe  rate  to  estimate  8  cubic 
feet  or  50  gallons  per  day  to  each  person.  If  the  flow  were 
regular  it  would  be  safe  to  count  on  25  gallons  per  day  to 
each  person,  but  the  flow  is  usually  much  greater  in  the 
morning. 

The  sewers  should  be  expected  to  carry  all  the  water  of 
moderate  rain  storms  but  not  that  of  extraordinary  storms. 
It  is  much  cheaper  to  provide  for  a  surface  flow  for  such 
emergencies.  One-tenth  of  an  inch  of  rain  equals  363  cubic 
feet  of  water  per  acre,  or  2,269  gallons. 

Latham  gives  the  following  as  the  capacity  of  a  sijf-iach 
sewer : 

Fall  of  1  in    80  equals  46  84  cubic  feet  per  minute. 
*«       1  "  100      "      41.75 
'*       1  **  150      **      33.71  '' 

''       1  '*  200      "      28.81  '' 

''       1  *'  300      «*      23.13  «*  '* 

An  experiment  was  made  in  the  E^st  street  sewer,  Lon- 
don, which  carries  the  drainage  of  1,200  houses.  A  fifteen- 
inch  sewer  pipe  was  placed  in  it  with  a  fall  of  one  in  153, 
and  the  whole  of  the  sewerage  passed  through  it  without 
leaving  any  deposit.  The  average  flow  from  each  house  was 
51  gallons  per  day,  and  apart  from  the  rainfall  the  1,200 
houses  might  have  been  drained  by  a  five-inch  pipe. 

A  twenty-four-inch  sewer  with  a  fall  of  1  in  300  or  17.6 
feet  per  mile  will  carry  779.2  cubic  feet  of  water  per  min- 
ute, 46,752  cubic  feet  per  hour,  and  1,122,048  cubic  feet  in 
twenty-four  hours,  which  allowing  8  cubic  feet  for  the  sew- 
age of  each  person  will  carry  the  sewage  of  140,256  persons. 

There  is  one  principle  that  should  not  be  forgotten  in  esti- 
mating the  size  of  a  sewer,  and  that  a  sewer  that  is  running 
full  at  the  upper  end  and  has  a  regular  descent  toward  its 
outlet  will  carry  its  contents  at  a  constantly  accelerated 
speed,  and  can  therefore  take  in  frequent  additions  from 
branches  in  its  course  and  deliver  its  contents  without  fail  at 
the  outlet. 


What  is  T/iought  of  the  ''Code.''  229 

The  sewer  should  be  constructed  of  impervious  material 
which  should  be  so  joined  together  at  the  ends  that  none  of 
of  its  contents  would  leak  out  and  no  water  from  the  out- 
side would  leak  in.  The  reasons  for  this  are  obvious.  If  the 
liquid  contents  are  allowed  to  pass  out  the  solid  material  will 
remain  and  obstruct  the  sewer,  the  soil  will  be  contaminated 
with  the  liquid  filth  and  the  gasss  resulting  from  decomposi- 
tion will  contaminate  the  air.  We  have  then  only  an  elon- 
gated cesspool. 

The  sewer  should  be  so  constructed  that  it  will  have  a 
smooth  surface  inside  in  order  to  lessen  the  friction  and  to 
ensure  the  rapid  flow  of  its  contents.  Vitrified  clay  pipe, 
salt-glazed,  seems  to  answer  all  the  requirements.  Brick 
sewers  are  probably  the  most  expensive  and  the  least  valua- 
ble of  any  material  used.  They  are  usually  very  large,  and 
are  sometimes  cemented  on  the  inside  to  make  them  air- 
tight and  smooth.  This  is  easily  broken  and  sometimes 
destroyed  by  the  chemical  action  of  the  sewage.  The  great 
danger  from  the  use  of  brick  is  that  they  leak  and  saturate 
the  ground  with  filth  and  thus  increase  the  danger  they  were 
intended  to  remove.  Sewers  should  be  ventilated  at  short 
intervals  and  should  never  enter  a  house  without  a  ventilat- 
ing pipe  being  carried  up  to  the  roof  of  the  house  so  that 
the  gases  may  be  allowed  to  escape  up  the  pipe  rather  than 
into  the  house.  If  there  is  no  such  pipe,  there  are  many 
accidents  that  may  cause  an  escape  of  gas  in  the  dwelling. 
The  wind  blowing  into  the  mouth  of  the  sewer  or  a  sudden 
influx  of  storm-water  will  somtimes  force  the  gas  through 
the  trap.  The  trap  itself  may  become  dry,  either  through 
leakage  or  evaporation  and  thus  admit  these  deadly  gases 
within  our  homes,  all  of  which  may  be  prevented  by  thor- 
ough  ventilation.  It  would  be  still  better,  notwithstanding 
the  sewers  may  be  perfectly  ventilated,  if  the  sewer  pipe 
were  never  allowed  to  enter  a  dwelling.  This  can  be  avoided 
by  constructing  an  annex  which  could  be  separated  by  a  ven- 
tilated space  from  the  main  building. 


^j" 
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If  sewers  were  constructed  faithfully  in  accordance  with 
the  above  rules  they  would  without  fail  accomplish  what  is 
desired  of  them.  A  city  or  town  so  protected  could  hardly 
suffer  from  any  of  the  "filth  diseases,"  unless  through  the 
carelessness  of  individuals.  And  if  these  principles  of 
drainage  and  sewerage  were  thoroughly  carried  out  in  towns 
and  country  there  would  be  a  great  reduction  of  epidemic 
diseases  of  either  a  zymotic  or  malarial  origin.  The  work- 
ing capacity  of  the  people  would  be  greatly  increased,  the 
products  of  the  land  increased  even  in  a  still  greater  ratio. 
The  only  things  that  would  be  decreased  would  be  the  death- 
rate,  the  doctor's  and  undertaker's  bills. 


VACCINATION. 


BY   J.  T.  K£NT«  M.  D. 


From  the  anti-vaccination  cry  in  Europe  and  America  a 
layman  or  an  unthinking  *physician  can  but  wonder  that  we 
are  not  all  consumed  by  contagious  microbes  or  rotted  by 
syphilis.  The  statistics  furnished  are  alarming,  and  while 
they  do  not  convince  me  that  vaccination  does  not  diminish 
contagion,  they  do  convince  me  that  great  negligence  has  been 
practised.  In  early  times,  when  it  was  the  custom  to  use 
humanized  virus,  it  is  probable  that  disease  was  conveyed, 
yet  the  contagious  diseases  that  are  innoculable  are  very  lim- 
ited. Syphilis  and  acute  blood  poisons  must  be  about  the 
limit  of  the  endangering ;  scrofula,  if  we  know  what  that 
is,  cannot  be  made  innoculable  very  often,  and  syphilitic  in- 
noculation  can  be  prevented  by  using  bovine  virus.  From 
an  active  experience  with  vaccination,  I  am  convinced  that  it 
is  prophylactic  in  a  large  degree.  Medical  practice  is  full  of 
exceptions ;  so  will  vaccination  occasionally  fail  to  prevent 
confluent  small-pox.  The  second  attack  of  scarlet  fever  or 
measles  or  small-pox,  is  an  exception,  yet  there  are  plenty 
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of  instances  of  such  exceptions.  A  practitioner  does  not 
have  to  live  long  in  active  work  to  see  them.  I  opine  that 
negligence  has  existed  almost  to  a  criminal  extent.  I  believe 
it  is  a  criminal  practice  to  permit  children  to  be  vaccinated 
at  school  by  a  city  physician  and  he  not  see  them  any  more. 
I  think  it  is  criminal  for  a  physician  to  go  the  rounds  of  his 
patrons  and  vaccinate  all  his  new  born  babies  and  see  them 
but  the  once  unless  notified  of  the  failure. 

The  state  and  condition  following  vaccination  should  be 
looked  upon  as  disease  and  watched  and  treated  by  the  family 
physician. 

I  am  in  the  habit  of  vaccinating  a  child  with  the  bovine 
virus  that  is  known  to  be  good,  and  we  have  plenty  of  such 
in  St.  Louis,  and  keeping  the  case  under  close  observation 
during  the  course  of  the  disease.  If  I  meet  any  symptoms 
that  may  arise  with  the  appropriate  Homoeopathic  remedy, 
as  a  result  of  such  ti'eatment,  I  have  none  of  the  unpleas- 
ant things  spoken  of  by  the  anti-vaccinationists.  As  soon 
as  the  pustulation  process  has  began  I  administer  a  dose  of 
sulph.  high,  and  in  most  cases  there  is  no  need  of  another 
remedy.  But  occasionally  some  psoric  habit  of  the  patient 
will  crop  out,  that  has  been  latent ;  a  something  that  might 
not  have  manifested  itself  until  puberty  or  adult  life,  or  in 
after  life ;  an  awakening  of  a  latent  state  of  disease ;  any 
such  condition  should  be  met  and  remedied.  I  have  many 
times  thought  that  the  vaccination  was  a  fortuitous  occur- 
rence giving  opportunity  to  obtain  symptoms  which  are  the 
happiest  experiences  of  a  latent  state  that  may  be  met  better 
in  children  than  later  in  life. 

I  am  satisfied  that  these  awakened  latent  states  are  the 
conditions  that  have  given  the  anti-vaccinationists  the  craze. 
They  do  not  know  how  to  cure  these  states,  and  not  recogniz- 
insr  the  cause,  do  not  know  that  nature  has  chosen  a  time  to 
assist  herself.  Nature  cures  diseases  from  within  out,  and 
when  the  doctor  can't  help  a  little,  he  had  as  well  follow 
some  other  trade.     1  have  seen  latent  syphilis  manifest  itself 
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after  many  years  quietude  by  some  simple  drug  or  physical 
disturbance.  The  conditions  that  follow  vaccination  ai'e  not 
so  much  exaggerated  as  to  appearance  as  they  are  under- 
stood in  their  etiology.  Again  how  could  it  be  expected 
that  the  ''  regulars  "  would  cure  these  sequelae  when  they 
have  no  treatment  for  such  conditions  even  when  their  etiology 
is  not  clouded  in  mystery.  If  they  recognize  an  eruption  it 
is  only  to  prescribe  lotions  to  oppose  nature  in  her  efforts  to 
throw  it  out.  The  same  may  be  said  of  many  of  our  own 
physicians  who  would  work  the  outside  and  give  medicines 
so  crude  that  little  good  is  accomplished.  Crude  drugs  may 
suppress  an  eruption  that  comes  out  as  an  expression  of 
some  chronic  internal  malady,  but  they  do  not  cure,  hence 
when  the  eruption  goes  the  original  trouble,  or  a  similar  one, 
comes.  The  curative  remedy  must  include  the  symptoms  of 
both  expressions  of  disease.  There  is  no  opportunity  to  do 
tine  prescribing  in  connection  with  vaccination  and  the  con- 
ditions that  are  awakened.  But  to  attempt  to  write  a  thera- 
peutics for  all  the  manifestations  that  may  arise,  would  call 
up  all  the  anti-psorics  of  the  Materia  Medica,  which  is  not  my 
province. 

SPINAL  HAEMORRHAGE. 


BY  CHARLES  PORTER  HART,  M.  D.,  WYOMING,  OHIO. 


Spinal  hemorrhage  is  very  fatal,  but,  happily,  a  very  rare 
affliction.  The  great  majority  of  cases  usually  classed  under 
this  head  are  cases  of  spinal  meningeal  hemorrhage,  and  not 
hemorrhage  into  the  spinal  cord. 

Symptoms, — The  characteristic  symptoms  of  spinal  hem- 
orrhage are  pain  at  the  seat  of  lesion,  and  sensory  motor 
disturbances  in  the  parts  to  which  the  nerves  derived  from 
that  portion  of  the  cord  and  the  portions  below  it,  arc  dis- 
tributed. As  a  general  rule,  the  functions  of  this  part  of 
the  cord  arc  either  immediately  abolished  or  greatly  impaired, 
producing  paralysis  and  anoesthesia  in  the  parts  below ;  but 
occasionally  there  are  spasms  and  hyperajsthesia.     When  thfi 
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hemorrhage  takes  place  gi-adually ,  it  first  produces  numbness 
in  the  extremities,  stiffness  at  the  seat  of  lesion  or  in  the  cer- 
vical region,  and  great  weakness  of  the  extremities, 
and  sometimes  of  the  whole  body.  When  fully  developed, 
the  lower  sphincters  are  paralyzed,  as  well  as  the  extremities, 
and  so  also  is  the  detrusor  urinoe.  Reflex  and  electric  excit- 
ability are  likewise  lost  or  greatly  impaired. 

Acute  bedsores  are  apt  to  form  in  these  cases,  similar  to 
those  caused  by  cerebral  hemorrhage.  This  form  of  decu- 
bitus is  not  owing  to  pressure,  but  to  paralysis  of  the  trophic 
center  in  the  gray  substance  of  the  cord,  and  generally  be- 
tokens a  fatal  result.  It  is  usually  accompanied  by  an  in- 
crease of  bodily  temperature,  the  mercury  sometimes  rising  to 
101  ^  or  102  ^  . 

If  the  blood  be  effused  rapidly,  death  will  generally  ensue 
within  a  few  hours  or  days  ;  but  if  slowly,  life  may  be  pro- 
longed indefinitly,  but  in  most  cases  only  at  the  expense  of  a 
greater  or  less  degree  of  paralysis  and  anaesthesia  in  the 
parts  below. 

Causes, — ^The  principal  causes  of  spinal  hemorrhage  arc 
myelitis,  softening,  and  traumatic  injuries,  such  as  result 
from  severe  blows,  falls,  roadway  and  railway  accidents, 
gun-shot  wounds,  etc.  Many  other  causes  have  been  assigned, 
such  as  tetanus,  low  fevers,  amenorrhiBa,  violent  lifting  and 
straining,  excessive  sexual  indulgence,  the  too  free  use  of  al- 
coholic liquors,  etc.,  but  such  causes  are  only  conjectural 

Diagnosis, — When  the  effusion  takes  place  slowly,  and  is 
so  situated  as  to  implicate,  not  only  the  lower  extremities, 
but  important  parts  above,  such  as  the  muscles  of  respiration, 
the  diagnosis  may  generally  be  made  out,  at  least  to  the  ex- 
tent of  establishing  an  intravertebral  hemorrhage  ;  but  it  is 
evident  that  in  most  cases  the  chief  reliance  must  be  upon 
the  history  of  the  case,  the  existing  symptoms  affording  but 
few  diagnostic  marks.  When,  however,  paraplegia  takes 
place  suddenly,  and  is  plainly  the  result  of  an  accident,  we 
shall  generally  be  warmnted  in  attributing  the  paralysis 
to   medullary  or  meningeal  effusion,  particularly  the  latter. 

Prognosis, — The  prognosis  is  extremely  unfavorable,  as 
the  great  majority  of  cases  prove  fatal  sooner  or  later.  A 
considerable  number  of  cases  of  paraplegia,  however,  appar- 
ently resulting  from  spinal  hemorrhage,  are  on  record,  which 
have  recovered,  and  although  there  may  have  been  an  error 
of  diagnosis  in  some  of  them,  it  is  plain  that  such  cases 
should  not  bo  regarded    as  utterly   hopeless.     The   seat,  no 
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less  than  the  extent  of  the  lesion,  greatly  influences  the 
prognosis,  since  effusions  in  the  cervical  region  are  far 
more  dangerous  to  life  than  those  which  occur  in  the  dorsal 
and  lumbar  regions,  because  they  are  liable  to  implicate  the 
phrenic  nerves,  and  thus  produce  sudden  death  by  asphyxia. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology. — When  the  blood  is  eff- 
used into  the  substance  of  the  cord,  it  is  generally  confined 
to  the  gray  matter.  It  extends  both  longitudinally  and  lat- 
erally, but  chiefly  in  the  direction  of  the  long  axis  of  the 
cord,  the  clot  varying  in  size  from  that  of  a  hazelnut,  or  less, 
to  that  of  an  almond,  and  in  some  cases  it  occupies  the  entire 
centre  of  the  cord  for  several  inches.  These  effusions  oc- 
cur most  frequently  in  the  cervical  region,  becoming  less 
and  less  frequent  as  we  descend  the  cord.  The  white  sul>- 
stance  seldom  yields  to  the  pressure,  but  when  it  does,  or 
when  lacerated  by  injury,  a  blood-tumor  generally  appears 
under  the  meninges. 

The  symptoms  of  spinal  haemorrhage  are  clearly  the  result 
of  irritation  and  compression  of  the  nervous  tissues  of  the 
cord.  When  the  effusion  takes  place  gradually,  the  first 
effect  is  generally  one  of  excitation,  giving  rise  to  spasms  and 
liypereBSthesia  ;  but  when  it  occurs  suddenly,  or  in  any  con- 
siderable quantity,  the  pressure  becomes  so  great 
as  lo  destroy  or  greatly  impair  the  function  of  the  cord, 
producing  at  once  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  paralysis  and 
ansesthesia. 

Th'eatment. — In  traumatic  cases,  the  leading  indications 
are  to  arrest  and  prevent  heemorrhage  and  inflammation  with- 
in the  spinal  canal :  and  this  can  be  best  accomplished  by 
keeping  the  patient  as  quite  as  possible,  applying  ice  to  the 
spine,  and  administering  such  remedies  asAconite,  Belladon- 
na, Hamamelis,  Secale,  cor.,  etc. 

When  the  haemorrhage  sets  in  gradually,  an  opportunity  is 
afforded  for  making  that  distinction  in  the  selection  of  rem- 
edies which  is  necessary  for  the  satisfactory  management  of 
this  class  of  cases.  Aside,  however,  from  the  administra- 
tion of  the  class  of  remedies  best  adapted  to  promote  the 
absorption  of  the  clot,  such  as  Arnica,  Guaco,  Kali  iod, 
Sulphur,  etc.,  little  more  can  be  done  than  to  select  from 
the  following  list  such  remedies  as  are  best  calculated  to 
remove  or  lessen  the  exciting  cause  and  its  effects,  viz.  • — 
Anac,  Baryta  carb..  Bell.,  Caust.,  Coccul,  Cupr.,  Gels., 
Lachco.,  Lauerc,  Nat.  mur.,  Nux  vom.,  Ar.  ac,  Phos. 
Plumb.  Secale,  Strain. — Am.  Horn. 
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The  Science  and  Art  of  Obstetrics.  By  Sheldon  Leavltt,  M.  D.,  Prof, 
of  Obstetrics,  etc.  In  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Chicago ;  Mem- 
ber of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy :  Author  of  Therapeu- 
tics of  Obstetrics,  etc.  With  an  introduction  by  Prof.  B.  Ludlam. 
With  two  hundred  and  sixty- three  illustrations.  Chicago:  Gross  & 
Delbridge.    1883. 

A  new  work  upon  '<The  Science  and  Art  of  Obstetrics,'*  we  always 
open  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure — ^and  when  a  writer  ventures  upon  a 
labor  so  important,  we  commence  with  his  preface.  Dr.  Leavltt  well  says, 
«*  that  he  has  been  prompted  In  his  labors,  from  a  conviction  of  the  exist- 
ence of  an  urgent  demand  for  a  treatise  on  the  Science  and  Art  of  Obstet- 
rics in  our  School  of  Medicine,  Etc."  The  net^essity  for  such  a  work  in 
•*atir  »cAooZ,*»  was  certainly  well  founded,  for  really  until  this  work  appeared 
the  homoeopathlsts  had  no  treatise  of  their  own  worthy  of  the  above 
title. 

This  book  is  dedicated  to  Dr.  B.  Ludlam,  Prof,  of  Gynaecology,  and 
Emeritus  Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of 
Chicago. 

I>r.  Ludlam  has  written  an  Introduction  to  the  book,  and  has  praised 
it  very  highly.  As  far  as  Dr.  L.  has  spoken  regarding  it,  we  can  cheerfully 
join  him  in  his  commendations. 

The  book  commences  with  a  plain  description  of  the  anatomy  and 
physiology  of  the  female  generative  organs,  and  occupies  five  chapters. 
These  descriptions  are  withal,  plainly,  definitely  and  practically  given,  and 
contain  just  such  matter  as  the  student  requires. 

The  illustrations  are  well  chosen  and  fairly  executed. 

Part  II.  opens  with  a  chapter  upon  pregnancy,  and  the  development  of 
the  ovum :  also  with  a  description  of  the  development  of  the  embryo  and 
iostus,  and  with  a  description  of  the  fostal  circulation ;  this  last  is  illus- 
trated by  a  very  good  cut  of  the  same;  although,  taken  as  a  whole,  these 
chapters  present  but  an  abstract  of  the  subject,  it  is  about  all  the  student 
needs,  and  it  is  to  be  commended.  This  chapter  closes  with  a  description 
of  the  fostal  head,  its  sutures,  fontanelles,  diameters,  the  attitude,  presen- 
tation and  position  of  the  fcstus. 

The  chapters  upon  the  development  of  the  ovum  and  upon  the  changes 
In  the  maternal  organism  wrought  by  pregnancy,  are  especially  to  be  com- 
mended. Dr.  Leavltt*s  style  is  generally  clear,  and  throughout  the  work 
he  has  presented  such  statistics  as  are  necessary  to  Illustrate  the  subjects 
treated,  and  with  a  few  exceptions  he  seems  to  have  given  a  pretty  fair 
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resume  of  the  raost  reliable  facts  in  the  art  of  midwifery,  in  accordance 
with  the  moat  recent  advances  of  the  science. 

It  seems  to  us  quite  unnecessary  to  place  at  the  foot  of  every  few 
pa^es  the  names  of  -a  large  number  of  German  authorities,  for  some  of  his 
stiitements  which  no  one  would  question.  We  do  not  wish  to  be  captious, 
but  it  would  perhaps  be  well  at  this  age  of  the  world,  in  a  hand-book  for 
students,  to  do  away  with  so  many  foot-note  references.  When  the  ca- 
pacity and  honesty  of  our  informant  is  known  to  us,  we  may,  with  a  moral 
ccrttiinty  take  it  for  granted  that  what  he  says  Is  true.  When  the  learned 
in  a  profession  issue  a  complete  manual  illustrating  the  principles  and 
practices  of  their  science,  the  greater  portion  of  what  they  present  comes 
from  the  the  testimony  and  authority  of  others ;  and  the  axiom  in  schol- 
astic philosophy :  periUs  in  arte  credendum  est;  experts  are  to  be  trusted  in 
their  own  specialty,  expresses  a  moral  law,  derived  from  the  nature  and 
needs  of  men. 

Too  many  authorities  constantly  quoted  in  hand-books  for  instruction 
for  students,  are  at  this  date  superfluous.  The  chapter  upon  the  Manage- 
ment of  Labor,  is  withal,  very  good,  but  we  should  be  disposed  to  ques- 
tion all  the  therapeutics  on  pages  324-326.  In  an  experience  with  several 
thousand  cases  of  labors  that  we  have  attended,  we  have  not  found  it 
practical  or  scientific  to  give  to  the  parturient  woman  a  remedy  for  every 
little  symptom  or  feeling  which  she  may  complain  of,  e.  g.,  *<  weak  or  ac- 
companied with  anguish,  she  desires  to  be  rubbed;  natrumm,,^^  or,  **  ceas- 
ing, with  complaining  loquacity ;  coffea . ' ' 

It  is  about  time  for  us  If  we  want  to  stand  before  the  world  as  scien- 
tific practitioners,  that  we  should  not  be  constantly  giving  remedies  for 
every  imaginary  complaint  which  the  average  woman  makes  during  her 
labor.  We  will  wager  something  that  our  esteemed  author  and  his  skilled 
assistants,  pay  very  little  attention  to  such  symptoms  as  the  above  named, 
in  their  lying-in  practice  in  the  Hahnemann  Hospital,  or  in  other  words,  if 
the  labor  is  normal  and  everything  fair,  the  emotional  expressions  and 
*Moquacity,"  of  a  parturient  woman  may  be  left  to  nature,  as  they  will 
cease  as  soon  as  delivery  is  accomplished. 

The  directions  for  giving  anaesthetics  in  midwifery,  are  well-timed, 
although,  as  a  whole,  we  are  opposed  to  ansesthetlcs  except  in  difficult 
cases,  requiring  operative  interference.  Allis's  Ether  Inhaler,  also  Chls- 
holm's,  are  exhibited,  and  the  young  practitioner  may  select  either,  as  in 
our  opinion,  they  are  the  best  in  the  market;  of  the  two,  we  prefer  Allls's. 

The  chapters  upon  Mechanism  of  Labor  and  Difficult  Labor,  from  p. 
341-477,  are  excellent.  Fig.  117  representing  the  uterus  and  parturient 
canal,  will  be  found  very  interesting.  In  the  treatment  of  abortion,  and 
placenta  praevla,  we  are  surprised  that  our  author  has  not  called  particular 
attention  to  Brown's  Colpeurynter— this  should  have  been  illustrated  with 
a  cut,  and  ought  to  be  in  the  armentarium  of  every  obstetrist. 

On  p.  205  is  a  plate  of  Loomis's  placenta  forceps,  the  utility  of  these 
forceps  is  more  apparent  than  real ;  they  may  be  well  discarded  by  prudent 
practitioners,  as  Schnetter's  forceps.  Illustrated  on  p.  205,  and  the  ovum 
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forceps  on  p.  199,  or  Emmet's  curette  forceps  are  all  superior  to  Loomis*s. 

In  rupture  of  the  perineum,  immediate  perineorrliapy  is  very  prop- 
erly advocated,  but  our  author  does  not  instruct  the  youn^  practitioner  in 
every  case  after  labor,  to  make  an  ocular  inspection  of  the  parts,  and  inform 
himself  of  the  condition  of  the  perineum;  this  should  be  always  done. 

The  chapters  upon  Version,  Forceps,  Craniotomy  and  CsBsarian  Sec* 
tion,  are  all  good,  and  up  to  the  advances  in  obstetric  art. 

The  chapter  on  Puerperal  Fever  closes  the  book,  and  we  are  sorry  to 
say  that  our  author  has  not  named  every  resource  which  the  practitioner 
may  require  in  the  treatment  of  this  grave  disease.  In  the  first  place,  he 
should  have  impressed  the  students  with  the  fact  that  this  disease  is  due  to 
sepsis^  that  is,  it  is  due  to  the  absorption  of  septic  material  which  has  been 
introduced  either  from  without  (external  infection),  of  from  within  (self- 
infection)  .  He  should  have  cautioned  the  practitioner  that  when  he  is 
Attending  a  case  of  malignant  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  erysipelas,  puer- 
peral fever  or  septicsemia,  or  if  he  has  just  made  a  post-mortem, to  decline  to 
attend  any  new  case  of  confinement,  as  this  is  in  accordance  with  the  latest 
advances  in  medicine.  If,  however,  the  practitioner  elects  to  risk  the 
above,  he  should  fumigate  himself  with  antiseptics,  and  before  examining 
any  patient,  wash  his  nails  with  a  nail-brush  and  dip  them  in  boro-thy-: 
inolin,  solution  of  permanganate  of  potash,  or  salicylic  acid.  All  instru- 
ments he  uses,  should  have  applied  to  them,  iodoform  rubbed  with  equal 
parts  of  starch,  gum-arabic,  ^nd  glycerine. 

Dr.  Leavitt  makes  favorable  mention  of  antiseptics,  especially  anti- 
septic precautious  in  the  treatment  of  abortions,  but  does  not  particu- 
larly specialize  intra-uterlne  injections  of  carbolic  acid  (2-8  per  cent, 
strength)  after  delivery,  as  preventives  of  sepsis  and  puerperal  fever,  as 
also  antiseptics  in  existing  fevers.  He  fails  to  mention  the  fact  well 
substantiated,  that  in  developed  puerperal  fever,  intra-uterlne  Injections 
of  carbolic  acid,  above  named  strength,  should  be  given  by  the  praetiUoner 
himself  twice  daily,  and  that  it  has  been  proved  by  abundant  experiences, 
that  such  a  practice  will  almost  immediately  lower  the  temperature,  and 
modify  ^  /ever  and  even  hypodermics  of  carbolic  acid  may  also  be  war- 
rantable. Furthermore,  our  author  should  have  mentioned  the  special  In- 
dications for  the  use  of  quinine,  and  Warburg's  tincture;  these  are  reme- 
dies which  we  have  found  again  and  again  useful  and  safe  In  puerperal 
fever,  and  we  here  assert  without  any  hesitation,  that  they  have  saved 
lives  in  our  hands,  as  well  as  In  the  hands  of  other  practitioners,  and  In  the 
present  state  of  our  therapeutic  knowledge,  they  cannot  be  displaced  by 
any  other  remedies. 

This  last  statement,  may  be  regarded  as  rash  and  dogmatic,  but  It  is 
conscientiously  given,  and  made  public  without  reserve.  We  can  scarcely 
believe  that  any  obstetrician  of  extensive  practice  could  come  to  any  other 
conclusion,  and  therefore,  we  insist  that  the  young  practitioner  should  be 
Informed  and  Impressed  with  the  fact  of  the  gravity  of  the  disease  in  ques- 
tion, and  he  should  be  informed  of  all  the  resources  necessary  for  the  treat- 
ment  of  the  same,  let  then  come  from  whatever  scJiool  they  may.    A  work 
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which  we  have  read  with  so  much  pleasura  and  iustruction,  and  which 
comes  from  such  high  standing,  with  the  sanction  of  Prof.  Ludlain, 
should  have  given  the  whole  treatment  of  this  dreaded  disease;  indeed 
wc  are  sorry  that  Dr.  Leavitt  did  not  give  us  a  chapter  upon  malarial 
fevers  which  we  meet  with  so  frequently  in  this  climate,  after  labors, 
And  which  will  chance  to  give  the  novice  in  practice  no  little  trouble. 

With  all  our  strictures,  we  are  happy  to  state  that  the  thanks  of  our 
profession  is  due  to  Dr.  Leavitt  for  his  labors  in  giving  us  so  excellent  & 
manual  upon  obstetrics.  T.  Griswold  Comstock,  M.  D. 

Clinical  Comparison  to  **  PnYSioLOGiCAL  Materia  Mkdica."    By  Wm. 
11.  Burt,  M.  D.    Chicago:  Cross  &  Delbrldge,  1883.     pp.  250. 

This  book  contains  considerable  information  generally  sought  for  in 
allopathic  books.  Abrevlations  for  Prescription  Writing,  &c..  Weights 
and  Measures,  Tables  of  Comparison,  the  Pulse,  Temperature,  the  Tongoe, 
Dentition,  the  Urine,  Composition  of  Normal  Urine  in  1000  parts,  Chemi- 
cal Analysis  of  Urine,  are  subjects  that  occupy  the  first  forty  pages.  Ob- 
servations on  Human  and  Cow's  Milk,  Deodorizing  and  Disinfecting 
Agents,  Poisons  and  their  Antidotes,  Impurities  of  water,  Dietary  Table 
for  the  Sick,  Post-mortem  Examinations,  Medico-legal  Examinations, 
Mineral  Waters  and  Massage,  bring  the  reader  to  the  7dd  page. 

The  above  headings  treated  in  so  compact  a  form  suggests  that  there 
is  little  need  of  the  information  generally  classed  under  such  headings. 
The  author  has  arranged  much  valuable  Information  in  a  few  pages. 

The  remainder  of  the  book  is  taken  up  with  the  classifying  of  reme- 
dies according  to  their  supposed  usefulness  in  diseases,  arranged  nosolog- 
ically. 

To  make  it  a  little  more  allopathic  the  author  has  appended  to  the 
remedies  for  each  disease,  a  special  feature  of  the  work,  and  I  am  glad  to 
think  it  of  the  least  importance,  viz:  Adjuvants.  For  Abscess.— *^ To 
facilitate  suppuration,  use  hot  fomentations,  ♦  •  ♦  Cod-liver  oil  in- 
ternally, malt  liquors.''  The  author  predicts  that  he  will  be  criticised  for 
introducing  ^^Aijuvants^^  in  his  compendium. 

The  book  contains  much  that  is  valuable,  which  is  put  forth  as  a  com- 
panion to  **  Physiological  Materia  Medica;"  it  is  just  as  useful  to  the  stu- 
dent of  materia  medica  as  a  general  compendium.  The  name  of  the 
author  is  too  well  known  to  need  a  mention,  as  his  great  and  roost  excel- 
lent **  Physiological  Materia,"  which  has  so  long  occupied  a  field  of  its 
own,  has  spoken  for  itself.  The  mechanical  part  of  the  book  is  of  the 
best.  Kknt. 

Thoughts  Regarding  the  Treatment  of  Uterine  Displacemexts. 
By  S.  J.  Donaldson,  M.  D.    Reprint  from  New  York  Medical  Times. 

Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Hoakepathic  Asylum  for  the 
Insane,  at  Middletown,  N.  Y.  We  shall  notice  this  pamphlet  hi  a 
future  issue. 

The  Nurse;  or  Hints  on  the  Care  of  the  Sick;  Including  mothers  and 
infants,  and  a  digest  of  domestic  medicine.  By  C.  T.  Harris,  A.  M., 
M.  D.    Chicago:  Duncvn  Bros. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  concise  and  yet  com|)lete  books  of  its  khid  it 
has  ever  been  our  pleasure  to  peruse.  It  is  very  practical,  and  abounds 
in  good  common  sense  on  a  subject  which  every  person  needs  more  or 
less  constantly. 
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We  insert  in  this  No.  of  the  Review  the  first  page  of  the  Index  to 
Volume  V,  printed  wrong  in  the  February  No. 

The  article  on  "The  Mission  of  Homoeopathy,'*  in  the  April  No., 
should  be  credited  to  E.  P.  K. 

Dr.  John  F.  Fkoilne,  of  this  city,  started  with  his  wife  for  Europe, 
in  May,  to  be  absent  two  years.    Bon  voyage  et  keureux  retoumee, 

American  Medical  Association  at  Cleveland.— A  resolution  was 
offered  to-day,  (June  7)  by  Dr.  PoUals,  of  St.  Louis,  to  revise  the  Code  of 
Ethics,  which  caused  a  sensation,  and  was  hurriedly  tabled  for  one  year. 

Society  Meetings. — ^The  Hahnemann  Medical  Association  of  Iowa, 
meets  on  the  27th,  28th  and  29th  of  June,  at  Dubuque.  This  is  a  lively 
society,  and  will  well  repay  those  who  attend. 

Philadelphia  has  32  free  dispensaries,  which  treated  161,019  cases  a 
year,  or  about  one-fifth  of  the  entire  population.  No  one  will  doubt  that 
under  such  circumstances,  where  all  are  striving  for  large  clinics  and  in- 
teresting cases,  there  are  many  abuses  of  the  free  dispensary  system. 

Drs.  W.  8.  and  Mrs.  Belle  Shotwell  have  located  at  Peoria,  HI. 
They  are  graduates  of  the  Homceopathic  Medical  College  of  Mis.souri, 
and  deserve  especial  consideration  by  the  profession  and  are  worthy  of 
public  confidence. 

Mr.  Mitchell  Banks,  says  the  London  Lancet j  tied  the  innominate 
artery  and  common  carotid  on  February  28th,  at  the  Liverpool  Royal  In- 
firmary, for  aneurism  of  the  second  portion  of  the  subclavian.  Kangaroo 
tendons  were  used  with  strict  antiseptic  precautions.  The  patient  left 
the  infirmary  in  a  short  time  afterward  with  the  aneurism  much  im- 
proved but  not  cured.  This  is  the  twenty- third  time  the  Innominate  has 
been  ligated,  of  which  twenty-one  proved  fatal. 

Kansas  State  Homcf:opathic  Medical  Society. — ^The  annual  meet- 
ing of  this  Society  was  held  At  Emporia,  May  2d  and  8d,  a  large  number 
of  physicians  being  present.  The  various  bureaus  were  well  presented 
and  contained  many  papers  of  great  value.  Prof.  T.  P.  Wilson,  of  Ann 
Arbor,  by  invitation,  gave  them  his  views  on  •^An  Hour  Among  the  Skulls," 
in  apublie  address,  which  highly  pleased  the  large  audience  in  attendance. 
The  officers  elected  were,  H.  F.  Klerap,  Topeka,  president;  Dr.  H.  Mc. 
Croskey,  vice-president;  Dr.  C.  H.  Hallowell,  recording  secretary;  Dr.  S. 
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A.  Newhally  corresponding  secretary;    Dr.  6.  H.  T.  Johnson,  treasnrer. 
Censors:  Drs.  J.  J.  Edlc,  Dietrich,  and  (B.  B.  Moss. 

American  Institutk  of  Homceopathy,  Niagara  Falls,  Session  of 
1883.  The  members  and  their  friends  attending  the  coming  session  of  the 
Institute,  are  entitled  to  ticliets,  good  until  the  2Sd  inst.,  ouly,  as  follows, 
viz :  to  Goat  Island,  for  the  week,  50  cents ;  to  Prospect  Park,  for  the  week 
including  Electric  Light  Exhibition,  50  cents ;  Inclined  Railway  and  Ferry, 
for  each  trip  over  and  return,  25  cents;  Suspension  Bridge,  (upper)  for 
each  trip  over  and  return,  25  cents ;  Suspension  Bridge,  (lower)  for  each 
trip  over  and  return,  15  cents;  Inclined  Railway  to  Whirlpool  Rapids, 
each  visit,  25  cents.  Admission  tickets  as  above,  (which  are  oue-half  the 
usual  rates)  will  be  given  by  the  committee  of  arrangements.  On  pre- 
sentation of  their  committee  card  at  the  respective  gates,  members  will 
be  admitted  on  payment  as  above.  Carriages  can  be  procured  at  the  hotel 
as  follows:  one  carriage,  holding  five  persons,  per  hour,  1^1.00;  per  day, 
$5.00.  As  the  meeting  is  likely  to  be  largely  attended,  members  should 
order  their  rooms  early.  A.  R.  Wright,  M.  D.,  of  Buffalo,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  will  furnish  any  further  local  Information 
the  members  need. 
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Dr.  C HAS.  A.  Lyman,  a  graduate  from  the  Homoeopathic  Med.  College 
of  Missouri,  class  of  1888,  died  at  Fairbury,  Neb.,  April  11,  of  tubercular 
consumption.  This  intelligence  will  be  received  with  regret  by  his  class- 
mates and  professors,  also  by  all  who  knew  him,  for  *<  none  knew  him  but 
to  love  him,'*  as  he  had  made  himself  a  favorite  with  his  college  associates 
and  teachers  by  his  gentle  and  genial  manners,  his  devotion  to  his  studies 
and  profession,  aud  his  yearning  ambition  to  thoroughly  qualify  himself  to 
fulfill  the  duties  of  an  active  physician.  Fearing  that  his  days  were  num- 
bered, and  desirous  to  complete  his  medical  education  and  return  home 
fully  equipped  with  all  the  rights  and  title  of  an  M.  D.,  he  worked  studi- 
ously and  faithfully,  far  beyond  the  mean  of  his  declining  health;  even 
during  the  rack  and  torture  of  a  wasting  disease,  only  to  live  long  enough 
to  accomplish  his  purpose,  and  then  die  with  the  sweet  consolation  that 
he  had  reached  the  goal  of  his  ambition.  A  bright  scholar,  a  good  citizen, 
a  kind  father,  a  loving  husband,  has  entered  the  portals  of  a  brighter 
realm,  where  sickness  and  death  are  unknown,  and  the  soul  lives  in  eter- 
nal gladness. 

lu  his  death  the  profession  has  lost  a  valuable  meml)er,  and  mankind  a 
true  and  trusty  friend.  Our  tenderest  sjrmpathies  go  out  to  the  bereaved 
wife  and  child  he  leaves  behind,  with  whom  we  shall  cherish  In  sacred  re- 
membrance the  memory  of  our  departed  brother. 
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Volume  VI.  St.  Louis,  July,  1883.  No.  7. 


SOCIETY  PROCEEDINGS. 


'  May  14,  1883. 
Dr.  Cummings  read  the  following  paper : 

PAINS    IN   THE   HEAD,  THEIR   CAUSES  AND  LOCATION. 

Often  by  removing  the  cause  of  a  pain,  we  relieve  the 
disease. 

For  instance,  if  the  pain  in  the  head  is  caused  by  an  irri- 
tating substance  in  the  stomach,  emptying  the  stomach  re- 
lieves the  head.  But  in  cases  where  we  are  unable  to  remove 
the  cause  at  once,  or  at  all,  still  it  is  a  source  of  pleasure  to 
be  able  to  locate  the  seat  of  the  pain,  and  such  knowledge 
will  be  of  great  help  in  prognosis  ;  and  may  be  the  means 
of  our  being  able  to  relieve  many  of  our  patients.  Exclud- 
ing fevers  and  eruptive  diseases,  we  have,  as  some  of  the 
causes  of  pains  in  the  head,  Neuralgia,  Rheumatism  of  the 
scalp.  Congestion,  Uraemia — Toxcemia  (narcotio  alcoholic) — 
Chronic  diseases  of  the  brain — Uterine  irritation. 

Catarrh,  etc.,  under  the  head  of  chronic  diseases  of  the 
brain,  come  tumors,  atrophy,  hypertrophy,  cancer,  etc.  In 
some  cases  we  will  only  be  able  to  arrive  at  the  nature  of 
the  lesion,  by  the  history  of  the  case. 

NEURALGIA. 

Neuralgia,  for  instance,  may  be  caused  from  alcoholism, 
syphilis,  skin  diseases,  etc., conditions  that  must  be  removed 
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before  the  neuralgia  can  be  cured.  In  pure  neuralgia  there 
is  "  no  fever,  the  pain  follows  the  course  of  a  nerve — the 
pain  is  intermittent,  disappearing  at  times.  There  is  no  in- 
flammation, tumor,  or  traceable  cause  to  account  for  the 
pain."  We  may  have  reflex,  or  sympathetic  neuralgia, 
from  a  wounded  nerve,  pressure  of  a  tumor  or  scar,  dental, 
or  irritating  disturbances  of  any  organ  of  the  body. 

The  uterus  and  ovaries  produce  pains  on  the  top  of  the    '^ 
head — usually  burning  pains. 

Dr.  Warner  says  malarial  neuralgia  has  its  location  in  the 
supra-orbital  nerve  ;  he  also  says,  neuralgia  devcl()ping  at 
forty  years,  or  older  is  very  intractable. 

Neuralgia  is  mostly  found  in  amemic  subjects,  and  in  per- 
sons suffering  from  nervous  strains,  grief,  loss  of  property, 
over-study,  dissipation  of  any  kind.  So  in  treating  neuralgic 
pains  in  the  head,  we  see  how  important  it  is  to  know  all 
their  causes. 

RHEUMATISM. 

Cephalalgic  rheumatism,  like  acute  meningitis,  has  rest- 
lessness, headache — violent  delirium  succeeded  bv  coma. 
But  these  symptoms  usually  appear  after  acute  rheumatism, 
with  its  heavy  sweats,  and  swollen  joints  make  the  diagnosis 
less  difficult. 

Oct.  21st,  1880.  I  was  called  in  great  haste  to  see  a  lady 
who  was  seen  to  sta2:2:er,  and  lean  airainst  the  fence.  She 
was  carried  into  the  adjoining  house.  I  arrived  in  a  few 
minutes — found  her  speechless,  in  violent  spasms;  soon 
hemiphlegia  ensued.  While  there  was  paralysis  of  half  of 
the  body,  there  was  jactitation  of  the  arm  and  leg  of  the  op- 
posite side — rather  slow,  and  exceedingly  full  pulse,  and  a 
few  hours  before  death,  sighing,  or  rather  intermittent  res- 
piration. 

The  history  of  the  case  was,  the  patient  had  complained 
of  a  pain  in  the  side  of  her  head  for  several  weeks  before 
this  attack,  and  was  then   sufferiiiij  from  rheumatism  in  her 
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arm  and  wrist.  Todd  says,  *'  that  when  the  paralyzed  limbs 
exhibit  a  rigid  state  of  the  muscles,  from  the  moment  of,  or 
soon  after  the  attack,  we  may  assume  the  lesion  to  be  of  an 
irritative  nature  ;  such  as  an  inflammation,  or  a  compression 
of  healthy  brain  tissue,  by  an  apoplectic  clot,  or  by  an  ac- 
cumulation of  puriform  fluid  in  the  subarachnoid  spaces." 
In  this  case  there  was  great  rigidity  of  the  muscles,  and  up 
to  an  hour  or  two  Before  death,  the  strongest  and  fullest 
pulse  I  ever  folt.  Death  ensued  in  less  than  forty-eight 
hours  from  seizure. 

CONGESTION 

As  some  of  the  symptoms  of  congestion,  I  may  mention 
"  dull  headache,  jerking  of  the  muscles,  from  pulsation  of 
the  carotids,  vertigo,  and  other  symptoms  of  apoplexy;  but 
in  pure  congestion  the  sj^mptoms  abate  after  a  few  hours." 
In  cerebral  aneemia,  the  headache  is  distressing,  usually  in 
the  vertex,  better  in  the  recumbent  position  :  there  is  a  fee- 
ble pulse,  and  is  always  found  in  debilitated  subjects. 

UREMIC. 

Unemic  headache  is  usually  proceeded  by  scanty  secretion 
of  urine  ;  and  "  an  ammoniacal  breath  "  will  aid  us  in  mak- 
ing a  correct  diagnosis. 

TUMOR. 

When  tumor  is  the  cause  of  headache,  I  would  infer  that 
the  cause  being  constant,  that  the  pain  would  be  persistent 
and  dull  :  but  Da  Costa  says  it  is  "  violent,  but  paroxysmal 
and  neuralgic  in  its  character."  For  awhile  last  summer  I 
treated  a  patient,  who  had  these  violent  paroxysmal  head- 
aches. His  liver  was  enormously  enlarged,  and  he  suffered 
from  dropsy  of  the  lower  extremities.  My  diagnosis  was 
cancer  of  the  liver,  and  I  thought  the  pains  in  the  head, 
were  from  a  cancerous  tumor ;  but  there  was  no  autopsy, 
and  no  verification  of  this  diagnosis. 


J* 
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SOFTENING. 

The  headache  from  softening  of  the  brain  is  "  dull,  and 
of  a  steady  intensity  ;"  but  acute  softening  Da  Costa  says 
*'  may  give  rise  to  symptoms  so  similar  to  those  of  cerebral 
hemorrhage,  that  a  differential  diagnosis  is  impossible;" 
but  if  we  find  the  patient  "  breathing  laboriously,  noisily, 
and  each  snoring  inspiration  followed  by  a  flapping  of  the 
cheeks  in  expiration,  pulse  slow,  full,  at  times  irregular,  the 
pupils  immovable,  and  either  contracted  or  dilated;"  with 
other  well-known  symptoms  of  apoplexy,  we  need  not  hesi- 
t^ite  to  declare  it  the  latter  disease. 

CATARRHAL. 

Dr.  Beverly  Robinson  says,  "  it  is  not  infrequent  to  find 
more  or  less  intense  headache  as  an  accompany ment  of  post- 
nasal catarrh. 

When  the  affection  is  limited  to  the  naso-pharyngeal 
space,  the  pain  of  the  head  is  limited  to  the  occipital  region. 
When  the  disease  is  complicated  with  chronic  rhinitis,  affect^ 
ing  the  middle  and  anterior  portions  of  the  nasal  passages, 
the  headache  is  frontal." 

SYPHILITIC. 

As  one  of  the  means  of  diagnosing  between  syphilitic 
pains  in  the  head,  and  the  pains  of  rheumatism,  Handfield 
Jones  says,  "the  affinities  of  syphilis  are  decidedly  with 
structural  lesion,  those  of  rheumatism  with  neuroses." 

1  will  end  this  paper  by  emphasizing  the  importjince  of  a 
history  of  the  case,  as  an  essential  aid  in  making  a  direct 
diagnosis, 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Valentine — The  worst  case  of  headache  I  have  seen 

^or  some  time,  resulted  from  retention  of  urine.     I  thought 

re  was  a  tumor  in  the  abdomen,  but  Dr.  Parsons  removed 

ith  a  catheter.     There  is  no  remedv  to  counteract  ura>- 
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mic  poison.  Nitric  acid  comes  as  near  being  one  as  any,  but 
the  only  method  of  relief  is  by  elimination  of  the  poison 
through  its  proper  channel.  In  another  case  of  severe 
chronic  headache,  where  the  pain  seemed  located  in  the 
centre  of  the  brain,  I  became  convinced  that  the  origin  of 
the  trouble  was  a  bruise  of  the  testicle  received  several 
years  before.  I  gave  arnica  in  a  potency,  and  he  soon  got 
well.  Some  say  arnica  is  of  value  only  in  recent  cases,  but 
I  think  otherwise.  Years  ago  I  attended  a  negro  who  was 
shot  because  he  would  not  take  off  his  hat  to  a  white  man. 
The  ball  was  retained  in  the  medullary  canal  of  the  tibia. 
He  suffered  from  constant  headache,  which  I  cured  by  re- 
moval of  the  ball.  Several  years  ago,  when  I  knew  nothing 
about  Addison's  disease,  I  attended  a  lady  suffering  from  it. 
A  constant  headache  was  one  of  her  symptoms.  In  the 
tapeworm  case  that  I  recently  described  to  the  Society, 
headache  was  one  of  the  principal  symptoms.  To-day  I 
read  of  a  case  of  epilepsy  caused  by  a  tapeworm.  Epilepsy 
is  one  of  the  worst  kinds  of  headache.  Another  chronic 
headache  was  due  to  a  bite  through  the  little  finger  It  is 
easy  to  enumerate  cases  that  are  reflex  and  have  their  real 
origin  outside  of  the  head.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the 
real  disease  of  which  the  headache  is  but  a  symptom  is  often 
overlooked  in  the  treatment  directed  toward  the  troublesome 
sj^mptom . 

Dr.  Kent — The  paper  deals  generally  with  classes  of  pains 
for  which  much  can  be  done.  Tumors  and  abscesses  of  the 
brain  cannot  be  removed  nor  can  much  be  done  for  them 
with  medicines.  I  have  known  the  most  intense  pain  in  the 
head  to  follow  an  injury  to  the  coccyx.  The  patient  died 
without  experiencing  a  pain  in  the  coccyx.  Syphilitic  and 
catarrhal  headaches  can  generally  be  relieved.  In  that  from 
syphilis  there  is  a  characteristic  biparietal  pain  which  the  al- 
lopaths relieve  with  large  and  increasing  doses  of  iodide  of 
potash.  I  have  sometimes  been  compelled  to  use  the  same 
myself.     In  post-pharyugeal  catarrh  the  pain  is  occipital. 
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In  ciibirrh  of  the  middle  of  the  nose  the  pain  is  about  the 
eyes.  I  have  had  quite  a  number  of  these  caaes.  The  prin- 
cipal scat  of  the  pain  was  in  the  supra-orbital  nerve  and 
every  little  cold  made  an  aggravation.  When  the  pain  comes 
up  through  the  base  of  the  brain  and  extends  over  to  the 
forehead,  to  the  right  eye  especially,  silicta  is  the  remedy. 
Pains  extending  from  the  left  eye  to  the  back  of  the  head, 
or  vice  versa,  according  to  some  authors,  call  for  spigelia. 
Pains  occurring  in  the  right  side  about  once  a  week  are  apt 
to  be  helped  by  sanguinaria.  Siclph.  sanguin  and«27icea  are 
the  remedies  that  I  always  think  of  in  weekly  headaches. 
Silicea  has  amelioration  by  wrapping  up.  Headaches  oc- 
curring every  two  weeks,  with  cold  extremities,  sick  stom- 
ach, and  lack  of  thirst,  require  arsenic. 

Dr.  CoUisson. — I  think  there  are  few  headaches  that  are 
not  reflex.     Uterine  diseases,  we  know,  are  a  fruitful  source 
of   headaches,  the   pain  being  especially  on  the  top  of  the 
head.     I  recall  a  serious  case.     A  lady  suffered  terrific  pain 
in  the  back  of  the  head.     It  had  disturbed  her  mind  and  she 
had    been    sent  to    an    asylum.     Sus])ecting  some   uterine 
trouble,  I  made  an  examination  and  found  the  uterus  retro- 
verted  and  inflamed.     Replacing  it  and  directing  treatment 
toward   the    inflammatory    condition,     she  soon  got    well. 
About    a   year   after   she   was  taken  sick  again.     Sent  to 
Eureka  Springs,  given   electric  baths,  brought   back  again 
and  placed  in  my  care,  but  I  could  not  relieve  her  this  time. 
She  continued  about  the  same  until  her  husband  got  drunk 
one  day  when   she    became    delirious  with    bloodshot  eyes. 
Some  of  her  friends  wanted  to  take  her  to  an  asvlum,  but 
they  did   not.     I   gave   her   bell.,  and  after  a  time  she  got 
quite  well  again.     I  have  another  case  of  violent  pain  on  top 
of  the  head  of  fifteen  years'  standing.     The  woman  has  en- 
dometritis.    I   have   used  pessaiHes   and  done  my  best  at 
treatment  for  two  years,  but   she  is  still  uucured.     I  have 
•elievcd  some  cases  of   sick  headache  by  putting  a  bandage 
cry  tightly  about   the   head.     Drinking  hot   water  has  re- 


St.  Louis  Society  Proceedings.  247 

lieved  some  cases ;  applying  it  to  the  head,  others.  Olive 
oil  or  fat  meat  by  the  stomach  or  olive  oil  by  the  rectum 
benefits  some  cases. 

Dr.  Kent. — I  think  arg.  nit.  in  a  suitable  attenuation  will 
cure  those  cases  that  are  relieved  by  tight  bandaging. 

Dr.  Edmonds. — All  seem  to  think  that  most  headaches  are 

« 

symptomatic.  Gastric  and  intestinal  disturbances  are  proba- 
bly the  most  frequent  causes.  Sick  headache  is  of  special 
interest  to  me  for  the  reason  that  I  have  seen  so  much  of  it 
and  have  made  so  many  unsuccessful  prescriptions  for  it. 
For  temporary  relief  gels,  has  done  me  more  service  than 
any  other  remedy.  This  sort  of  headache  is  very  obsti- 
nate, and  there  is  a  popular  notion  that  it  is  hereditary  in 
some  instances.  I  think  it  may  be  so.  Syphilitic  head- 
ache I  have  generally  treated  with  iodide  of  potash.  Pains 
on  the  top  of  the  head  from  uterine  disease  are  pretty 
obstinate  too.  I  recall  a  case  of  ten  days'  standing  in  a 
lady  thirty  years  of  age.  I  prescribed  for  her  several  times, 
but  without  any  particular  effect  until  I  discovered  that  she 
had  luccorrhoBa  and  irregular  menstruation.  Examination 
revealed  hypertrophy  of  the  cervix  and  a  raspberry  erosion. 
Iodide  of  potash  was  prescribed  and  in  a  couple  of  weeks 
she  wa«  quite  well.  A  papular  eruption  appeared  on  her 
skin — an  effect  of  the  drug,  I  think.  The  iris  vers,  recom- 
mended by  Hughes  I  have  tried,  but  without  satisfactory  re- 
sults. 

Dr.  Kershaw. — Aniemia  is  a  frequent  cause  of  headache 
and  patients  suffering  from  it  are  not  apt  to  get  rid  of  their 
headaches  until  their  systems  are  built  up.  They  have  ver- 
tigo, sleeplessness,  pain  in  the  back  of  the  neck,  defective 
vision,  etc.  Luccorrhcea  or  hemorrhage  may  have  caused  the 
anaemia.  I  try  to  tone  up  such  patients  with  beef,  eggs, 
milk,  wine,  beer,  ale,  whiskey  or  iron.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
of  any  use  to  give  sulphur^  calc,  etc.  in  these  cases.  What 
they  need  is  rest  and  proper  nourishment.  Electricity  is 
sometimes  beneficial.     Manv   headaches   result  from  consti- 
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patioii  or  pressure  of  some  sort  on  the  lower  part  of. the 
spine.  Nux  and  sulphur  in  high  potencies  are  vahial)le  in 
these  eases.  I  have  had  good  luck  with  iHs  in  uterine  head- 
aches. Glonoine  is  another  valuable  remedv.  Drauofhts  of 
very  hot  water  relieve  some  cases  of  sick  headache. 
Some  people  are  in  the  habit  of  taking  them  for  the  relief  of 
constipation.  I  think  likely  that  the  water  washes  the  irri- 
tating secretions  or  other  irritating  subst^mces  out  of  the 
stomach  ;  it  relieves  flatulence,  too.  Hot  vaginal  injections 
relieve  some  uterine  headaches  ;  putting  the  feet  in  hot 
water  sometimes  does  it.  Abscess  of  the  frontal  sinus 
causes  great  pain  in  the  head  ;  so  does  abscess  of  the  liver 
sometimes. 

W.  B.  MoRGAX,  Secretary. 


THE  SYNTHETIC  STUDY  OF  DRUGS. 


BY    E.    P.    KOCH. 


A  drus:  is  an  as:ent  which  will  affect  some  function  of  the 
bod}'.  A  medicine  is  an  agent  used  to  cure  or  alleviate 
some  functional  or  organic  wrong.  A  dinig  becomes  a 
medicine  when  used  to  cure  disease.  Drugs  are  far  from 
being  the  only  medicines  in  a  wide  sense.  Drugs  differ 
in  their  action  on  the  functions  of  the  body  and  it  is  the 
business  of  the  physician  to  learn  the  peculiar  effects  pro- 
duced by  each  drug  and  its  relation  to  disease,  that  is,  its 
use  as  a  medicine.  A  perfect  knowledge  of  any  drug  re- 
quires a  perfect  kno^vledge  of  the  anatomy  and  physiolog}^ 
of  the  body  and  the  pathological  changes  produced  by  dis- 
ease, together  with  the  changes  produced  by  the  drug  iu 
both  health  and  disease.  Until  such  a  knowledge  is  possi- 
ble our  knowledge  of  any  drug  is  but  approximate.  This 
present  limitation  is  a  great  check  to  certainty  in  regard  to 
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the  action  of  a  drug,  but  not  an  insuperable  one.  It  is  pos- 
sible, by  experiment  and  counter-experiment,  by  the  oppo- 
sition of  drugs  and  their  use  in  disease  to  correct  misappre- 
hensions, until  an  almost  perfect  pathogenesis  can  be  de- 
duced. 

Hahnemann  deserves  the  unique  credit  of  studying  drugs, 
by  noting  their  effects  on  the  healthy  organism.  His  method 
lu  the  hands  of  fanatics,  however,  has  crowded  page  upon 
page  with  so-called  pathogenetic  provings  which  are  absurdi- 
ties, apropos. 

Hempel  says  :  *'  No  man  in  his  senses  can  accept  the  mass 
of  unmeaning  rubbish  which  Dr.  Hering  has  incorporated  in 
his  provings  of  the  honey-bee  poison,"  and  the  same  might 
be  said  of  many  other  so-called  symptoms  of  stingings,  and 
itchings  and  burnings  and  pri(;kings,  and  rights  and  lefts, 
and  ups  and  downs. 

Hahnemann  further  taught  us  to  prove  drugs  in  the  small- 
est possible  dose  and  then  gradually  to  increase  it,  until  the 
system  is  saturated  and  poisonous  effects  are  manifest,  or 
until  no  further  symptoms  can  be  elicited.  By  pursuing  such 
a  course  with  every  drug,  he  discovered  his  great  law,  that 
the  smallest  possible  dose,  or  a  sufficiently  small  dose,  of 
many  drugs  produce  symptoms  the  opposite  of  those  pro- 
duced by  sufficiently  large  or  toxicological  doses.  Hence  he 
concluded  that  to  cure  a  symptom  produced  by  a  large  dose, 
it  would  be  contrary  to  reason  to  give  the  toxicological  dose 
that  produced  the  wrong,  but  in  order  to  cure,  the  smallest 
possible  dose  must  be  given.  This  was  Hahnemann's  dis- 
coveiy  and  because  based  on  strictly  true  facts,  discovered 
by  persistent  and  arduous  labor,  and  whose  verity  can  be 
proved  at  any  time  by  a  trial,  it  bids  fair  to  overturn  the 
established  practice  of  medicine  from  time  immemorial. 
Hahnemann  was,  however,  not  satisfied  with  the  fact,  but 
tried  to  give  an  explanation  of  it,  and  leaving  the  field  of 
the  known  and  knowable  at  the  period  when  he  lived,  he 
launched  into  speculation  and  theory  and  forced  his  follow- 
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ers  to  keep  up  a  continual  fight  to  this  day.  His  followers, 
though 'defeated  may  be  on  some  points  of  theory,  fortu- 
nately held  on  to  the  facts,  and  gradually  their  opponents 
being  forced  to  admit  their  truth,  are  teaching  Hahnemann's 
practice. 

The  fact  that  small  doses  of  a  drug  will  cure  a  symptom 
of  a  disease,  which  might  be  produced  by  a  toxicological 
dose  of  the  same  drug,  now  used  to  cure,  contains  nothing 
contrary  to  reason,  nor  anything  in  the  least  paradoxical  or 
wonderful.  The  toxicological  dose  gives  incontestable  proof 
as  to  the  action  of  the  drug,  no  matter  through  what  chan- 
nel or  on  what  tissue ;  consequently,  if  a  wrong  exist-s,  a 
deseased  action,  what  can  be  more  reasonable  than  to  use 
some  drug  which  we  know  will  act  on  that  part  of  the  human 
body.  Certainly,  nothing,  however,  would  be  more  unreas- 
onable than  to  frive  the  toxicolos^ical  dose.  When  we  are 
once  started  on  the  road  of  small  doses,  there  is  practically 
no  limit  to  the  smallness  of  the  dose.  Theoretically,  how- 
ever, our  limit  must  be,  the  molecule,  this  being  the  smallest 
division  of  matter  known  to  scientific  thought.  The  drug 
as  such  must  be  introduced  into  the  body  as  a  material  some- 
thing, for  every  drug  acts  by  virtue  of  properties  inherent 
in  its  nature.  We  know  drugs  only  by  their  action  and  not 
in  themselves.  Compound  drugs  may  be  analyzed  into 
their  active  principles,  these  into  their  elements,  but  such 
analysis  gives  us  no  positive  knowledge  of  its  action  or  why 
it  acts  so.  The  study  of  elements  can  be  pursued  only  by 
the  study  of  their  action  and  physical  properties.     They  are 

the  limit  of    human  capabilities   and  admit  of  no  why  or 
wherefore. 

It  is  unreasonable  to  refuse  to  accept  the  truth  of  any 
fact,  simply  because  the  discoverer  can  not  explain  the 
raison  (Tetor.  We  all  believe  that  the  a[)ple  fell  from  the 
tree  to  the  ground  before  Newton  worded  the  laws  of  gravi- 
tation for  us.  His  law,  however,  has  not  made  the  fact  any 
more  comprehensible.      It  solved  one  mystery  but  leaves 
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unanswered  another,  for  it  brought  us  face  to  face  with  ele- 
mentary knowledge.  We  do  know,  however,  that  a  dis- 
eased tissue  is  much  more  impressible  than  a  healthy  tissue 
as  a  rule,  at  least  in  acute  diseases.  In  health  drugs  may 
produce  little  or  no  effect,  except  in  toxicological  doses.  In 
disease  small  doses  of  the  same  drug  often  produces  char- 
acteristic effects.  This  fact,  admitted  by  all,  must  be  a 
sufficient  hint  to  those  who  wish  to  follow  nature's  silent 
teaching. 

However,  great  credit  we  may  be  inclined  to  give  Hahne- 
mann, and  we  certainly  grant  him  the  highest  as  a  medical 
discoverer,  yet  we  do  not  believe  that  he  perfected  the  medi- 
cal science.  He  did  put  us  on  the  way  to  do  so,  but  left 
enough  to  occupy  many  a  Hahnemann's  life-time.  By  the 
study  of  drugs  known  to  him  he  deduced  laws  which  are 
good  to  last  aj5  Ions:  *^s  the  world  stands,  but  thou«:h  wonder- 
ful  in  the  acuteness  of  his  analytical  powers,  he  was  limited 
by  the  lack  of  time  alone,  if  nothing  else,  to  know  all  that 
modern  science  with  .the  microscope  in  her  hand  and  every 
facility  that  wealth  can  afford  at  her  disposal  is  teaching  us 
every  day. 

In  the  first  steps  of  any  science  the  analytic  or  inductive 
method  is  everything,  and  comes  into  play  with  every  fac:^ 
brought  to  the  test,  but  the  synthetic  method  alone  makes 
our  knowledge  available. 

As  in  every  other  science  so  in  medicine.  In  the  last 
decade  facts  have  been  the  same  as  they  w^ere  since  the 
beginning,  but  no  science  is  to-day  what  it  was  a  decade  or 
fifty  years  ago.  The  chemist  of  ten  years  ago  must  re-learn 
his  science,  if  he  has  not  kept  pace  with  its  advance.  Why? 
Simply,  because  man  has  delved  deeper  into  nature's  secrets. 
Hahnemann  was  bound  to  studv  dru<?s  bv  what  the  senses 
could  teach  unaided.  Now  we  are  differently  situated. 
Modern  science  has  taught  us  much  that  was  a  sealed  book 
to  Hahnemann,  and  we  are  just  beginning  to  get  glimpses  of 
its  contents. 
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As  our  Materia  Medica  now  presents  the  subject,  every 
drug  stands  absolutely  alone  without  similars  or  synergists. 
This  is  far  from  the  truth.  Every  drug  may  possess  individ- 
ual peculiarities,  which  distinguishes  it  from  others  of  the 
same  class,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  drugs  should  not  be 
classified.  It  is  an  idle  fear  to  suppose  that  if  this  were 
done,  one  drufi:  would  be  used  for  another.  All  faces  are 
similar  but  each  face  presents  such  differences,  that  one  is 
not  taken  for  the  other. 

But,  "How  shall  drugs  be  classified?"  The  present 
classification  of  the  "  regular"  school  is  repugnant  to  us, 
'  not  from  prejudice,  merely,  but  because  it  is  not  scientific, 
even  if  it  be  admitted  to  be  to  a  certain  extent,  practical. 

The  most  reasonable  classification  would  seem  to  be  one 
resting  on  the  natural  great  systemic  division  we  find  in  the 
body.  To  be  sure,  we  are  here  met  by  almost  insuperable 
difficulties,  yet  here  lies  the  field  to  be  won.  A  perfect 
classification  of  drugs  requires  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
relation  of  the  various  system  to  each  other,  for  they  are 
mutually  inter-dependent. 

Furthermore  our  Materia  Medica  must  recognize  the  fact 
that  the  effect  of  small  and  large  doses  is  dissimilar.  Such 
a  distinction  would  at  once  clear  up  the  apparent  paradoxes 
presented  on  every  page  of  the  Materia  Medica. 

By  pursuing  such  a  course,  and  studying  drugs  not  merely 
analytically,  but  synthetically,  we  would  be  enabled  to  grasp 
the  voluminous  mass  of  facts  presented  by  our  Materia 
Medica.  Order  would  arise  from  chaos.  The  practice  of 
medicine  would  become  more  scientific.  We  would  be  more 
able  to  cope  with  disease,  for  once  having  decided  where  the 
wrong  was,  we  could  "  aim  at  the  mark  "  and  not  "  vshoot 
wild."  Mere  symptom-practice  shows  a  low  grade  of  medi- 
cal knowledge,  however  invaluable  it  becomes  at  times  to 
every  physician.  By  such  a  classification  the  number  of 
possible  remedies  is  narrowed  down,  and  differentiation 
becomes  an  easy  matter,  while  we  feel  strong  in  the  scien- 
tific precision  with  which  it  arms  us. 
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DIFFERENTIAL   DIAGNOSIS   OF  TRAUMATIC  LE- 
SIONS OF  THE  BRAIN. 


The  principal  symptomj?  of  traumatic  lesions  of  the  en- 
cephalon  may  be  grouped  in  great  divisions  :  a.  Loss  of  con- 
sciousness, coma,  resolution  ;  b.  Agitation,  delirium,  con- 
tractile convulsions ;  c.  Paralyses. 

The  symptoms  of  the  first  group  are  those  which  pre- 
dominate in  concussion  ;  contusion  oftenest  produces  those 
of  the  second  group  ;  and,  in  a  wholly  general  way,  com- 
pression is  characterized  by  paralysis.  But  as  all  the  symp- 
toms may  be  present  in  any  one  of  the  lesions  it  is  impor- 
tant to  study  how  they  commenced,  their  mode  of  succession, 
their  progress  and  their  alternations.  We  will  find  in  these 
considerations  sufficient  indications  upon  which  to  base,  in 
most  cases,  a  probable  diagnosis. 

The  loss  of  consciousness,  of  movement  and  of  sensi- 
bility, muscular  resolution,  without  paralysis  or  contracture, 
appearing  immediately  after  traumatism^  indicates  cerebral 
concussion.  If  we  find  afterward  a  gradual  diminution  in 
the  symptoms  and  a  more  or  less  rapid  return  of  the  func- 
tions, the  diagnosis  will  be  confirmed. 

The  matter  being  thus  put  forward  in  its  simpler  aspects, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  examine  the  cases,  much  more  num- 
erous, in  which  concussion  does  not  exist  alone  and  where 
the  symptoms  mask  some  concomitant  lesion.  When,  there- 
fore, you  suspect,  by  the  conditions  under  which  the  lesion 
was  induced  (violence  of  the  shock,  height  of  the  fall,  etc.), 
that  the  concussion  might  be  complicated  with  some  other 
lesion,  you  should  reserve  your  diagnosis  until  other  signs 
have  appeared  or  until  the  disappearance  of  the  earlier  ones. 

The  symptoms  of  the  other  morbid  states  of  the  ence- 
phalon,  paralyses,  convulsions,    contractures,    stertor,    etc. 
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have  a  very  different  signification,  according  to  the  time  at 
which  they  appear.  1.  Immediately  after  the  traumatism, 
conjointly  with  the  symptoms  of  concussion.  2.  After  a 
time  which  may  vary,  but  when  the  symptoms  have  not  3'et 
disappeared.  In  the  first  case,  coma  with  resolution  of  the 
four  members,  accompanied  by  stertor  and  convulsions,  of- 
ten indicates  great  effusion  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  or  an 
intra-arachnoidal  hemorrhage.  If,  at  the  same  time  with 
coma  and  stertor,  the  patient  shows  signs  of  hemiplegia,  con- 
vulsions, or  local  contractions  (alone  or  alternated  with  paral- 
yses) it  is  because  that  to  concusv^^ion  there  may  be  added 
either  contusion  or  compression.  Let  us  see  how  we  may  be 
able  to  distinguish  those  two  morbid  conditions. 

An  examination  of  the  wounded  part  will  enable  us  t« 
discover  if  it  is  a  question  of  compression  by  a  fragment 
driven  inward,  or  a  foreisrn  body.  If  the  examination  sfiv'es 
a  negative  result,  you  will  have  yet  to  pronounce  between 
compression  by  an  effusion  of  blood  and  a  contusion. 

Here,  the  diagnosis  becomes  difficult,  nevertheless  it 
may  be  attempted.  The  seat  of  the  wound  (the  lateral  part 
of  the  cranium),  thfe  progressive  development  of  the  SAnij)- 
toms  of  compression,  their  great  extent,  and  stertor  will 
favor  the  hypothesis  of  effusion.  On  the  contrary,  the 
localization  of  the  phenomena  to  one  group  of  muscles 
and  tneir  appearance  more  immediately  after  the  accident, 
will  cause  us  to  lean  toward  contusion. 

In  the  second  case,  when  the  symptoms^  paralysis  or 
convulsions^  appear  two  or  three  days  after  the  traumatisiny 
and  the  coma  persists,  you  may  suspect  the  commencement  of 
cerel)ro-meningitis,  and  there  will  be  less  chance  of  an  error 
in  this  direction  should  the  patient  have  fever,  restlessness 
or  delirium,  and  that  paralysis  has  followed  convulsions  or 
contractions. 

If  a  long  retarded  effusion  may,  a.s  in  rare  cases,  deter- 
mine at  the  same  time  the  phenomena  of  compression  and  is 
not  accompanied  by  fever,  chills,  restlessness  and  delirium. 
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it  will  be  possible  for  you  to  distinguish  cerebral  meuingitis. 

An  examination  of  the  eyes  will  afford  some  indications. 
In  concussion,  the  centre  of  the  eye  is  normal.  In  com- 
pression and  contusion,  we  often  observe  a  peripapular,  se- 
rous infiltration,  dilatations,  flexuosities,  thromboses,  and  in- 
jections of  the  retinal  veins.  In  cerebral  meningitis  there 
is  congestion  with  peripapular  oedema,  dilatation  of  the  veins 
outside  of  the  papilla  and  retinal  hemorrhages. 

In  the  third  case,  that  is  to  say,  when  the  phenomv^na 
above  referred  to,  show  themselves  after  coma  is  dispersed 
and  the  patient  has  returned  to  consciousness,  cerebral  con- 
cussion enters  no  longer  into  the  causation  and  you  need 
hesitate  only  between  compression,  contusion  and  cerebral 
meningitis. 

As  for  contusion  which,  not  having  given  its  signs  at 
once,  only  reveals  itself  when  inflammation  has  seized  upon 
the  wounded  parts,  it  is  impossible  to  establish  at  this  time 
a  differential  diagnosis  betweeu  it  and  cerebral  meningitis. 

The  question,  then,  becomes  narrowed  down  to  com- 
pression of  the  brain  and  cerebral  meningitis.  Well,  in 
compression,  whatever  may  be  the  agent,  if  you  observe 
paralysis,  contractures,  or  convulsions,  you  do  not  observe 
the  elevation  of  the  temperature,  the  acceleration  of  the 
pulse,  chills,  and  delirium,  which  rarely  fails  to  be  present 
in  cerebral  meningitis,  so  remarkable  for  its  remittences. 

Determination  of  the  seat  of  the  lesions.  Ten  years  ago 
I  wrote:  "  The  many  attempts  at  localization  of  brain 
lesions  have  thus  far  been  without  positive  result,''  and  I 
admitted  the  existence  of  a  knowlege  of  the  seat  of  language 
only.  To-day  the  deifideratum  that  I  cxphiined  at  that  time 
has  been  partly  supplied  through  the  labors  of  Broca,  Hitzig, 
Ferrier,  Charcot,  and  Pitres.  I  cannot  give  you  here  the 
history  of  cerebral  localizations ;  you  know  that  by  experi- 
ments, guided  and  controlled  by  pathological  anatomy,  the 
surface  of  the  encephalon  has  been  divided  into  a  certain 
numl)er  of   parts   representing  distinct  functional  centres. 
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Some  of  these  possess  motor  points,  whose  excitation  deter- 
mines the  movement  of  the  muscles  which  they  control, 
while  the  destruction  of  these  points  brings  about  a  paralysis 
of  the  muscles  involved. 

An  exact  knowledge  of  this  functional  topography  of 
the  brain  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  surgeon,  because  it 
enables  him  to  learn  with  accuracy  the  seat  of  the  lesion  and 
to  make  his  researches,  where  necessary,  without  the  risk  of 
going  astray. 

According  to  Charcot  and  Pitres  the  motor  zone  of  the 
human  brain  comprehends :  the  two  frontal  ascendant  con- 
volutions, the  paracentral  lobule,  and  perhaps  the  lower  por- 
tions of  the  three  frontal  convolutions.  According  to  the 
same  writers,  the  motor  centres  for  the  movements  of  the 
two  members  of  the  opposite  side  are  in  the  superior  two- 
thirds  of  the  frontal  ascendant  convolutions  and  of  the  para- 
central lobule. 

The  centres  for  the  movements  of  muscles  innervated 
by  the  inferior  facial,  are  in  the  inferior  third  of  the  ascend- 
ant convolutions. 

The  centre  of  articulate  speech  is  at  the  base  of  the 
third  left  frontal  convolution. 

M.  Fenier  has  been  able  by  experimentation  to  show 
the  situation  of  the  centres. more  accuratelv.  More  than 
this,  he  has  pointed  out  the  centres  of  vision  and  audition, 
placing  the  first  in  the  region  of  the  plica  curva,  and  the  sec- 
ond in  the  first  and  second  temporal  convolutions. 

Localizations  relating  to  the  rachidian  bulb  and  the 
medulla.  Intense  dyspnoea,  a  considerable  diminution  of 
pulse  and  respiration,  paralysis  of  the  four  members,  gener- 
al convulsions  with  a  complete  loss  of  feeling  and  intelli- 
gence, the  simultaneous  paralysis  of  several  cranial  nerves 
and  a  very  rapid  death  are  probable  signs  of  a  bulbular 
lesion. 

Alternating  paralysis  indicates  a  lesion  of  the  medulla. 
You  should  suspect  also  a  lesion  of  the  medulla  where  you 
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have  facial  paralysis  of  the  same  side  as  the  paralysis  of  the 
limbs,  provided  that  the  facial  paralysis  is  complete,  that  is 
to  say  if  accompanied  by  paralysis  of  the  orbicular  muscle 
of  the  eyelids  with  abolition  of  reflex  movements,  and  of  the 
muscular  contractility  of  the  face. 

Paralysis  of  the  facial  muscles,  strabismus,  paralysis  of 
the  muscles  of  an  eye  coincident  ^dth  a  hemiplegia  of  the 
other  side  of  the  body,  nystagmus,  conjoined  deviations  of 
the  eyes  with  rotations  of  the  head,  polyuria,  polydipsia, 
and  glycosuria  are  signs  to  which  your  attention  should  be 
called  in  a  bulbo-meduUary  lesion. 

In  lesions  of  the  cerebellum  we  have  hemiplegia  eith- 
er direct  or  crossed,  incomplete  and  irregular ;  inco-ordinar- 
tion  of  movements,  irresistible  impulsions  forward  or  back- 
ward, gyratory  movements,  troubles  of  sense,  lively  and 
tenacious  occipital  pains,  amaurosis  or  amblyopia,  more  or 
less  deafness,  erections,  involuntary  emissions  and  vomitings. 
— Le  Progres  Medical^  March  24. 


RENAL  INADEQUACY. 


In  an  address  on  this  subject  recently  delivered  before  the 
metropolitan  counties  Branch  of  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, and  published  in  the  British  Medical  Journal^  Dr. 
Andrew  Clark  stated :  '*There  is  a  certain  state  of  the  kid- 
ney in  which,  without  any  alteratioti  of  structure  that  the 
eye  can  detect,  it  can,  nevertheless,  not  produce  a  perfectly 
healthy  urine.  It  is  a  urine  low  in  density  and  deficient  in 
solid  constituent,  principally  in  urea,  and  its  congeners.  I 
call  this  state  renal  inadequacy.  You  may  say,  •  It  seems 
scarcely  wise  to  introduce  a  name  like  that,  when  probably 
it  is  nothing  less  than  an  early  stage  of  Bright' s  dis- 
ease. Why  bring  in  another  name?'  I  will  not  say 
that  it  is  not  an  early  stage  of  Bright' s  disease ;  I  do 
not    know.     I  think    it    need   not  necessarily  be ;    but  I 
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shall  assume  that  it  is,  perhaps,  a  very  early  stage  of 
Bright's  disease.  I  nevertheless  think  it  of  practical  value 
— and  we  who  are  here  to-night  are  practical  men — ^to 
recognize  by  a  distinct  name  a  st^ite  which  may  remain  as  it 
is  during  the  whole  peiiod  of  life,  which  is  nevertheless  ear- 
pable  of  removal,  and  which,  if  unnoticed,  may  lead  to  seri- 
ous injury  to  the  patient.  Let  me  explain.  The  people 
who  have  this  renal  inadequacy  are  characterized  by  three 
things  particularly.  First  and  foremost,  they  are  char- 
acterized by  a  curious  inability  properly  to  repair  dam- 
ages done  to  them  either  by  accident  or  by  disease.  I  have 
no  doubt  you  as  well  as  I  have  often  been  puzzled  to  know 
why  in  particular  cases,  they  could  not  repair  a  common  ac- 
cident ;  or  why,  in  a  disease  such  as  pneumonia,  the  exuded 
stuff  was  not  melted  and  speedily  swept  away  ;  why  a  man 
who  had  met  with  some  trifling  accident  in  the  wrist  or 
shoulder  remainded  suffering  from  it.  Then  they  not  only 
repair  damages  of  this  kind  slowly^  but  they  are  peculiarly 
vulnerable.  The}'^  are  a  people,  as  a  rule,  who  are  always 
catching  cold,  and  who,  when  they  catch  cold,  come  within 
the  category  of  the  first  characteristic — namely,  that  they  do 
not  get  rid  of  the  cold.  They  are  people  who,  without  appa- 
rent reason,  and  without  other  existing  disease,  get  pneumo- 
nias, pleurisies,  pericarditis,  and  the  like.  Then  thirdly — and 
I  think  almost  the  most  important  thing  to  be  noticed  about 
these  cases — ^you  can  never  be  sure  of  the  result  of  the  per- 
formance of  an  ordinary  surgical  operation  upon  them.  It  is 
this  class  of  people,  as  I  had  the  opportunity  a  few  years  ago, 
in  London,  of  discovering,  that  die  from  a  simple  operation  by 
hemorrhage.  It  is  this  class  of  people  who  have  an  abscess 
opened  and  immediately  become  what  is  called  pyoemic.  It  is 
this  class  of  people  who,  without  his  being  able  to  explain  it, 
attracted  the  notice  of  that  distinguished  surgeon,  Sir  James 
Paget.  Some  years  ago  he  said,  'Whenever  I  find  a  man 
in  ill-health,  without  definite  cause  for  the  ill-health,  I  feel 
sure  that  my  chances  of  success  in  operating  upon  him  are 
diminished  by  at  least  one-half." — \_Eclectic  Med.  Jour. 
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BORO-GLYCERIDE,  AS    A    SURGICAL    DRESSING- 


BY  T.  GRISWOLD  COM8TOCK,  M.  D. 


The  fifteenth  edition  of  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory  is  a  most 
wonderful  improvement  upon  all  previous  editions  but  it  has 
failed  to  mention  the  above  named  new  pharmaceutical 
preparation .  The  Dispensatory  mentions  Glycerole  of  borax , 
but  not  boro-glyceridey  which  last  must  not  be  confounded 
with  the  first  named.  As  a  surgical  dressing,  I  take  pleasure 
in  calling  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  this  new  prepa- 
ration. It  is  applicable  under  all  circumstances  where 
vaseline  or  cosmoline  are  indicated  ;  it  is  perfectly  soluble  in 
Tvater,  and  when  applied  for  dressings  may  be  washed  off 
readily :  in  this  respect  it  is  preferable  to  any  oleaginous 
nngtients.  It  is  emphatically  asceptic  in  its  action,  is  innoc- 
uous, and  has  no  cumulative  intoxicating  action  as  is  the 
case  with  carbolic  acid  and  iodoform  when  applied  endermi- 
cally  to  an  exposed  or  ulcerated  surface.  In  gynecological 
practice  it  really  has  no  equal.  It  may  be  used  in  all  cases 
Tvhen  making  the  *' touch,"  and  may  be  applied  to  the 
speculum  before  introducing  it,  as  it  is  antiseptic  and  is 
therefore  superior  to  soap  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Sims 
twenty  years  ago,  and  since  then  adopted  by  the  best  gyne- 
cologists. It  may  be  applied  to  the  sound  before  introducing 
it  into  the  uterus,  or  to  the  catheter  before  introducing  it  into 
the  bladder.  The  gynecologist  should  have  it  handy  so  as 
not  only  to  smear  all  of  his  surgical  instruments  before  using 
them,  but  also  he  should  use  it  after  labors  where  the  pri- 
vates have  been  contused ;  in  such  cases  it  may,  if  desired, 
be  mixed  with  calendula  or  arnica  tincture.  It  is  most 
excellent  as  an  application  for  fresh  lacerations  of  the  cer- 
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vix  uteri,  for  ulcerations  of  the  same,  as  a  dressing  after 
operations  for  ruptured  perineum,  for  sore  nipples,  for 
erysipelas  of  the  face,  for  all  ill-conditioned  sores,  sinuses 
fistulas,  abscesses,  carbuncles,  etc.  Borcf-glyceride  may  be 
dissolved  in  water  and  hence  the  solution  is  applicable  as  a 
spray  or  gargle  in  malignant  diptheria,  and  as  an  injec- 
tion into  the  bladder  in  cystitis.  It  is  Cvspecially  practical 
after  any  minor  surgical  operations,  |such  as  circumcision 
or  opening  felons,  as  it  is  antiseptic  and  soothing,  as  a  local 
dressing  for  phagadenic  chancre,  ill-conditioned  and  indo- 
lent chancroids,  or  any  venereal  erosions.  In  gonorrhoea, 
when  the  discharge  is  especially  virulent  and  accompanied 
with  pain,  it  is  highly  recommended  as  an  injection.  I  can 
speak  personally  of  its  good  effects  in  inflammatory  affec- 
tions and  traumatic  lesions  of  the  os  and  cervix,  in  uphthal 
stomatitis,  otorrhoea  and  vulvitis  of  children.  In  making 
post-mortems  it  may  be  utilized,  it  being  an  excellent  pre- 
servative when  applied  to  specimens  taken  from  the  cudaver 
as  it  is  tilt  best  preventive  of  decomposition  of  anything  at 
present  known  to  the  profession. 

Every  pharmaceutist  should  keep  it  in  stock,  and  we  append 
the  method  of  its  preparation  :  *"  Ninety-two  parts  of  pure 
glycerine  are  heated  to  about  300°  F.,  and  sixty-two  parts 
of  bordlic  acid  Sire  gradually  added,  steam  is  given  off,  owing 
to  the  water  which  is  formed  and  set  free.  The  operation, 
in  quantities  of  five  pounds  or  more,  requires  about  a  day  to 
complete  as  the  viscidity  of  the  melted  mass  allows  the  steam 
to  bubble  out  very  slowly.  It  is  known  to  be  finished  when  it 
looses  weight  and  dissolves  freely  in  water  at  ordinary  tempera- 
ture. The  product,  which  will  be  boro-glyceride,  is  solid  j  bnt- 
tie,  and  transparent  when  cool,  has  a  light  amber  color  and 
a  shiuing  fracture.  It  is  freely  soluble  in  warm  water, 
sparingly  soluble  in  cold  alcohol,  and  in  five  parts  of  the 

same  at  120®.     It  is  insoluble  in  ether  and  c?ilo7*oform  at  or- 

__f 
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dinary  temperatures  ;  the  hot  alcoholic  solution  will  be  found 
an  excellent  means  of  impregnating  absorbent  cotton  with 
boro-gli/ceride  for  surgical  uses. 

If  boro-glyc^ride  be  melted  and  an  equal  weight  of  glyce- 
rine added,  a  dense,  clear  mixture  is  obtained,  which  re- 
mains fluid  on  cooling,  and  is  a  very  convenient  form  for 
many  uses,  being  fifty  per  cent,  by  weight  of  the  antisep- 
tic." 

Regarding  its  preservative  powers,  two  eggs  mixed  up 
with  two  drachms  of  the  ten  per  cent,  solution,  were  still 
good  at  the  end  of  a  month. 

When   using   boro-glyceride   as   an   ointment  it  may  be 

rubbed   up  with  vaseline,  equal  parts ;   or  if  an   unguent 

that  is  free  from  any  oleaginous  substance  is  desirable,  it 

may  be  prescribed  of  follows : 

R .  BorO'-  Glyceride ,  > 

Glyceritum  Amyli  {plasma)  J      aa.  oz  ji. 

M.  et  tere,  ft.  unguent. 

This  ointment   is  soluble  in  water  and  wherever  applied 

may  be  washed  off. 


SLEEP  WITHOUT  NARCOTICS. 

f 

BY  SHELDON  H.  TALCOTT,  M.   D. 


*  *  *  In  considering  the  causes  which  prevent  sleep 
ive  may  not^,  firstly,  those  pathological  conditions  of  the 
brain  which  tend  to  disturb  or  derange  its  normal  action. 
Chief  among  these  are  cerebral  hyperoemia,  and  the  oppo- 
site, namely,  excessive  ansemia.  While  healthful  sleep  is 
due,  we  believe,  to  a  moderate  ansemia  of  the  brain,  a  persist- 
ent and  severe  anaemia  of  that  organ  is  one  of  the  most 
striking  causes  of  sleeplessness.  The  "happy  medium"  is 
the  oifly  condition  in  which  to  obtain  certain  and  satisfac- 
t  cry  sleep. 
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Secondly^  protracted  over-use  of  the  brain — ^that  is,  over- 
work of  that  organ  until  the  brain  produces,  or  tends  to 
produce,  vaso-motor  paralysis — or  destroys  all  natural  ten- 
dencies to  sleep.     *     *     * 

Tliirdly^  over-anxiety  of  the  mind — ^that  is,  unwise  wony- 
ing  over  the  duties  of  the  present ;  unwise  haste  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  wealth  or  knowledge  and  trouble  borrowed  from  the 
past  or  future — is  another  of  the  prominent  causes  of  sleep- 
lessness. Work  may  engross  the  attention  and  powers  of 
the  mmd  and  body  during  the  day,  and  no  haini  result ;  but 
when  worry  tyrranizes  the  will,  overrides  the  judgment,  and 
holds  ruinous  carnival  in  the  citadel  of  the  brain  at  night, 
then  arise  the  most  disastrous  dangers.  An  eager  desire  to 
become  rich  impels  us  to  unnatural  toil  while  the  day  last^, 
and  drives  us  mad  in  the  contemplation  of  the  harassing 
theme  during  the  still  watches  of  the  hours  of  darkness. 
But  worst  of  all  are  the  fearful  apprehensions  in  which  we 
sometimes  indulge  concerning  the  possibilities  of  the  future. 
We  are  kept  awake  many  times  when  we  ought  to  be  asleep, 
in  our  eager  endeavors  to  make  ready  for  the  crossing  of 
bridges  which  we  may  never  reach. 

Fourthly y  the  natural  temperament  of  some  people  is  a 
formidable  obstacle  to  the  securement  of  needed  sleep. 
Those  of  a  bilious  temperament  are  inclined  to  melancholy, 
and  the  cheerless  gloom  which  surrounds  a  person  of  such  a 
temperament  is  a  marked  and  chilling  hindrance  to  repose. 
The  nervous  temperament  impels  its  owner  to  rapid  and  con- 
tinued action,  until  the  exhaustion  and  ansemia  are  so  great 
as  to  induce  irritability  and  sleeplessness. 

Fifthly^  we  may  record  the  fact  that  localized  disease  in 
some  portions  of  the  body  other  than  the  brain,  may,  by  re- 
flex influences,  tend  to  wakefulness.  This  is  particularly 
true  concerning  diseases  of  the  heart,  which  disturb  the  cir- 
culation ;  also  diseases  of  the  lungs,  which  produce  cough  ; 
and  diseases  of  the  stomach,  such  as  dyspepsia  and  gout. 
The  former  break  repose  by  sudden  demands  upon  the  mind 
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for  attention  ;  the  latter  by  producing  pain  after  each  incep- 
tion of  food.  Again,  diseases  of  the  liver  or  bowels  may  so 
far  impede  or  derange  the  circulation  as  to  produce  sleep- 
lessness. The  kidneys,  the  bladder,  the  genital  organs 
(particularly  those  of  the  female),  are  likewise  the  seats  of 
sleep-disturbing  disease.     *     *     * 

Should  excessive  ansemia  exist,  and  a  state  of  nerve  iiri- 
tability  and  trepidation  be  thus  produced,  we  shall  find  that 
the  best  means  with  which  to  combat  such  sleep-endanger- 
ing forces  will  be  the  administration  of  liquid  food,  such  as 
hot  milk,  beef  tea,  and  broths,  about  an  hour  before  sleep 
is  intended.  By  doing  this  the  impoverished  blood  is 
speedily  nourished,  and  increased  not  only  in  quantity,  but 
in  volume,  to  the  required  degree.     *     *     * 

Another  natural  means  for  inducing  sleep  is  massage^  or 
muscular  manipulation.  This  method  is  of  peculiar  value 
to  all  that  class  of  persons  who  are  addicted  to  sedentary 
habits ;  to  those  who  take  too  little  exercise,  and  to  those 
who  suifer  from  imperfect  circulation,  and  digestion  and  as- 
similation of  food.     ♦     •     ♦ 

Among  the  simple  means  for  inducing  sleep,  to  which  all 
may  aspire,  are  warm  baths,  fresh  air,  comfortable  beds, 
sufficient  and  proper  bed-clothing,  and  proper  position  in 
bed. 

Health,  comfort  and  sleep  may  be  obtained,  after  a  hard 
and  irritating  day's  work,  by  a  warm  bath,  a  cold  douche 
following  the  bath,  a  brisk  rubbing  following  that  just  pre- 
vious to  retiring  for  the  night.     *     ♦     » 

Fresh  air  should  be  freely  supplied  in  every  sleeping 
room,  yet  the  sleeper  should  be  protected  from  even  mod- 
erate drafts,  for  these,  though  apparently  slight  at  first,  will 
produce  chilliness  of  one  portion  of  the  body,  while  another 
portion  may  be  overheated,  and  thus  a  disturbing  inequality 
of  circulation  ensues. 

Beds  should  be  firm  in  texture,  level  and  well  elevated 
from  the  floor,  for  thus  complete  circulation  around  the  bed 
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is  secured,  and  the  sleeper  is  above  the  influences  of  some 
of  those  dangerous  gases  which  are  likely  to  accumulate  in 
sleeping  rooms.  The  position  of  the  head  is  of  importance. 
In  cases  of  hyi>er8emia  the  head  should  be  well  elevated ; 
in  the  opposite  condition  the  patient  should  sleep  upon  a 
very  small  pillow.  Bed-clothing  should  be  sufficient  to  in- 
sure comfort,  yet  care  should  be  taken  against  using  too 
much.  Bed-clothing  should  be  porous.  Soft  woolen 
blankets  are  the  best.  Tightly  woven  and  stiffly  starched 
counterpanes  are  objectionable,  because  they  do  not  favor 
good  ventilation.  *  *  *  For  the  mental  excitements 
which  accompany  acute  febrile  diseases,  with  active  cerebral 
congestions,  intense  anxiety  and  apprehensions  of  death  or 
disaster,  preventing  sleep,  aconite  leads  the  list.  Disturb- 
ances of  the  mind  after  fright  or  anger,  are  relieved  by  this 
valuable  drug.  One  of  our  patients,  brought  in  while  suf- 
fering with  acute  mania,  after  a  week's  sleeplessness  in 
spite  of  heavy  doses  of  chloral,  and  where  fright,  anger  and 
restlessness  were  intermingled,  so  to  speak,  was  promptly 
relieved,  and  made  to  sleep  sufficiently,  with  a  few  doses  of 
the  third  centessimal  dilution  of  aconite. 

Actoea  racemosa  works  its  effects  directly  upon  the  cere- 
bro-spinal  system  as  a  '^rheumatic  irritant  producing 
erethistic  hypereemia  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  and 
through  these  the  whole  muscular  system . ' ' — (  Hale  ) .  Sleep- 
lessness from  such  a  condition  as  this  is  almost  inevitable. 
Hence  we  find  actosa  to  be  an  invaluable  remedy  for  the 
production  of  sleep  in  the  case  of  drunkards  who  are  suf- 
fering from  the  effects  of  stimulation,  who  are  passing 
through  the  horrors  of  delirium  tremens.  Opium  eaters,  or 
those  who  are  trying  to  stop  the  use  of  opium,  and  those 
who  are  suffering  from  the  effects  of  protracted  muscular 
strain  from  toil,  watching  or  exposure,  are  strikingly  bene- 
fited by  the  use  of  actoea.  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Palmer  prefers  the 
use  of  macrotin^  the  active  principle  of  aetata  ^  for  drunk- 
ards and  opium  eaters.     The  symptoms  upon  which  actoea 
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is  prescribed  are,  intense  prostration,  pain  in  the  base  of  the 
brain,  extendins^  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  sometimes 
spreading  over  the  shoulder.  Mentally  there  is  a  sense  of 
crushing  depression,  a  feeling  as  if  the  mind  were  wrapped 
in  the  blackness  of  eternal  darkness.  Throughout  the  body 
there  is  a  condition  of  active  and  distressing  tremulousness. 

Arsenicum  is  pre-eminently  a  remedy  for  the  sleepless- 
ness of  those  who  are  suffering  from  blood  degeneration, 
and  from  mal-nutrition  accompanied  by  exhaustion  of  the 
nervous  system.  Not  only  is  the  brain  ansemic,  but  the  en- 
tire body  likewise.  To  anticipate  good  results  from  drug 
action  in  such  cases,  the  remedy  must  be  applied  with  a 
view  of  affecting  favorably  the  blood  itself,  and  through  it 
the  nerve  centers. 

By  the  liberal  use  of  milk  and  beef  tea,  and  by  keeping 
the  weak  and  exhausted  patient  in  a  prone  position  both 
day  and  night,  the  subtle  and  charming  effects  of  arsenicum^ 
as  a  restorative  medicine,  are  made  manifest  in  pleasant  and 
abundant  sleep  at  night,  and  a  rapid  regaining  of  health  and 
spirits  throughout  the  coming  day.  Arsenic  has  a  restless- 
ness and  anxiety  which  rivals  that  of  aconite.  But  the 
former  is  the  restlessness  of  ansBmic  irritability,  while  the 
latter  is  the  restlessness  of  erethistic  hypereemia. 

A  new  remedy  for  the  relief  of  sleeplessness  following  al- 
coholic or  narcotic  stimulation,  and  mental  excitement  due 
to  any  form  of  over-taxing  the  brain,  has  been  put  upon  the 
stage  of  active  usefulness.  That  remedy  is  avena  sativa — 
the  common  oat.  Its  action  upon  the  nervous  system  is 
not  yet  fully  understood,  but  the  good  results  following  its 
use  by  some  very  careful  and  observing  physicians,  entitle 
it  to  further  proving  and  clinical  experimentations. 

Among  the  remedies  which  control  the  circulation  and 
thus  affect  the  nervous  system,  we  may  name  baptisia^  gel- 
seminum  and  veratrum  viride, 

Baptisia  overcomes  the  quiet  but  persistent  wakefulness 
of  those  suffering  with  profound  melancholia^  accompanied 
by  tendencies    to  the  typhoid  state. 
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Gelseminum  has  a  somewhat  similar  form  of  sleepless- 
ness ;  that  is,  the  patients  are  quiet,  dull  and  stupid,  yet 
they  fail  to  sleep.  The  distinguishing  difference  which  ex- 
ists between  the  gehemimim  and  the  baptisia  patient  is  to 
be  found  in  the  general  condition,  and  in  the  causes  affect- 
ing the  nervous  system  of  the  individual  case.  The  ner- 
vous system  of  the  geheminum  patient  is  exhausted  by  over- 
work or  debauch  ;  that  of  the  baptisia  case  by  imperfect 
nourishment  of  the  nerve  tissues  with  the  pabulum  of  im- 
pure blood.  GeUeminum  patients  seem  ever  on  the  verge 
of  profound  slumber,  but  are  unable  to  pass  the  gulf  that 
lies  between  them  and  needful  rest.  Such  patients  are  the 
victims  of  an  over-taxed  and  exhausted  brain.     *     •     * 

Veratrum  viride^  unlike  baptisia  and  gelseminum,  has  in- 
tense restlessness.  In  this  respect  it  resembles  aconite,  but 
the  latter  is  full  of  fear  and  apprehension,  while  the  former 
is  quarrelsome  and  inclined  to  be  cross,  like  belladonna, 

Veratrum  viride,  is  useful  in  the  sleeplessness  of  acute 
fevers,  of  puerperal  mania,  and  the  excitement  preceding 
or  following  attacks  of  epilepsy.  A  tendency  to  spasmodic 
action  of  the  muscles  will  perhaps  sei-ve  to  differentiate 
veratrum  viride  from  aconite  ;  and  from  belladonna^hy  rea- 
son of  the  fact  that  the  mental  disturbances  are  somewhat 
milder  in  degree,  while  the  fever  is  most  severe. 

Of  all  remedies  in  the  Materia  Medica,  probably  none  acts 
so  directly  and  so  positively  upon  the  brain  as  belladonna ; 
consequently  we  come  to  rely  upon  it  as  one  of  the  chief 
remedies  for  the  relief  of  those  cerebral  diseases  of  a  con- 
gestive or  inflammatory  nature  which  tend  to  prevent  sleep. 
From  the  insomnia  of  mania  to  the  dazed  sleeplessness  of 
melancholia  with  stupor,  this  drug  exerts  its  powerful  influ 
ence,  and  its  persuasive  charms  may  be  exercised  upon 
every  form  of  cerebral  disorder  and  mental  distress.  Its 
symptoms  are  familiar  to  every  practitioner.  As  a  practi- 
cal hypnotic  without  narcotism,  its  success  depends  largely 
upon  its  mode  of  application.     When  the  brain  is  over-sup- 
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plied  with  blood,  and  the  mind  i8  lashed  into  a  fury  by  the 
spurring  action  of  the  arterial  torrents,  then  the  mildest  and 
almost  imperceptible  doses  of  belladonna  will  manifest  a 
control  over  the  excited  mental  forces  more  marvelous  than 
the  strange  juggleries  of  the  lion-tamer.  On  the  contrary, 
when  the  brain  forces  seem  utterly  befogged  and  overpow- 
ered by  the  intensity  of  blood-pressure,  when  the  pupils  are 
widely  dilated,  and  when  tetaniform  convulsions  seem  im- 
pending, then  material  doses  of  the  drug  are  required  to 
dislodge  and  disperse  the  enemy. 

Cactus  and  Digitalis  are  sometimes  required  in  cases  of 
sleeplessness ;  the  former  where  the  pain  and  constriction 
about  the  heart  produce  a  silent  sadness  of  mind,  with  a  dis- 
position to  weep  and  mourn  night  and  day  ;  the  latter  where 
cardiac  distress  induces  an  anxiety  similar  to  that  of  aconite. 

Coca  is  useful  as  a  sleep  producer  in  cases  of  mental  ex- 
haustion, where  at  times  the  patient  seems  utterly  prostrated, 
and  at  other  times  remarkably  bright  and  well,  and  ready 
and  eager  for  any  work.  Coca  is  also  beneficial  where  the 
patient  after  going  to  sleep  is  suddenly  awakened  by  a  sense 
of  shock  in  the  brain.  The  pathological  condition  which 
exists  in  such  cases  is,  we  believe,  that  of  anaemia  spasmodica. 
Weak  and  nervous  women,  and  worn  out  brain-workers,  are 
peculiarly  liable  to  such  conditions. 

Allium  cepay  the  common  onion,  has  a  popular  reputation 
as  a  remedy  for  sleeplessness.  In  mild  cases  of  brain  fag, 
accompanied  by  catarrhal  disturbances  of  the  nasal  passages 
and  throat,  with  tendencies  to  neuralgic  pains,  and  where 
these  external  irritations  excite  the  mind,  it  is  an  effective 
remedy.  The  raw  onion  may  be  eaten  just  before  retiring, 
or  the  mother  tincture,  or  lower  potencies  may  be  used. 

Chamomilla  is  useful  as  a  hypnotic  if  the  patient  suffers 
from  dull,  unrelenting  and  distracting  pain,  such  as  nightly 
toothache.  This  remedy  is  particularly  serviceable  if  the 
patient  is  cross  and  irritable,  and  feels  inclined  to  get  out  of 
bed  and  walk  the  floor.     If,  instead  of  being  cross  and  ob- 
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stiiiate  when  suffering  severe  pain,  the  patient  is  anxious, 
fearful,  and  makes  a  great  fuss,  then  aconite  will  relieve. 

Coffea  is  indicated  when  the  nervous  erethism  is  still  more 
acute  and  sensitive  than  it  is  in  either  chamomilla  or  aco^ 
nite.  The  absolute  and  unutterable  sestheticism  of  sensi- 
tiveness is  reached  when  coffea  is  indicated.  The  bad  effects 
of  quite  too  good  news  are  likewise  successfully  combatted 
with  coffea. 

Hyoscyamus  has  the  sleeplessnesss  of  belladonna ^  but  not 
the  intense  congestions  and  inflammations  of  the  latter  drusr. 
It  has  a  high  degree  of  mental  excitement,  but  not  the 
maniacal  fury  of  stramonium.  Standing,  as  it  does,  be- 
tween these  two  extremes,  it  is,  perhaps,  more  frequently 
required  in  practice  than  either  belladonna  or  stramonium. 
Hyoscyamine^  the  active  principle  of  hyoscyamus^  is  said  to 
produce  anaemia  of  the  brain ;  hence  its  homoeopathicity  to 
anaemia  when  it  exists  in  nervous  and  overworked  persons. 
For  sleeplessness  in  such  cases,  particularly  where  the  patient 
is  easily  perturbed  in  mind,  it  is  an  effective  remedy. 
•  Hypericum^  "  the  arnica  of  the  nerves,"  may  be  used 
after  all  nei've  injuries,  and  where  sleeplessness  follows 
these,  and  where,  likewise,  the  brain  has  been  strained  by 
intense  and  continued  exertions. 

For  the  sleeplessness  of  grief,  no  remedy  compares  with 
ignatia.  The  ignatia  patient  broods  quietly  over  the  sor- 
rowful experiences  of  the  past,  and  rises  but  slowly  from 
the  *' slough  of  despond"  into  which  the  loss  of  health, 
friends  or  property  has  plunged  him. 

Aconite  and  opium  may  be  called  for  in  cases  of  sudden 
shock  from  bad  news,  the  accompaning  symptoms  determin- 
ins:  the  demand  for  either  one  or  the  other.  In  one  ciise 
agonizing  restlessness  will  exist ;  in  the  other,  dullness  and 
dazed  depression. 

Pulsatilla  may  be  serviceable  in  the  sleeplessness  of  mild 
and  tearful  young  women,  while  natrum  muriaticum  is  re- 
quired by  those  who  are  full  of  boisterou^t  grief,  and  who. 
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though  young,  have  the  appearance  of  being  permaturely 
aged. 

Kali  bromidum  is  a  drug  which  produces  true  anaemia  of 
the  brain.  Its  use  in  massive  and  overpowering  doses,  has 
caused  many  disastrous  results ;  yet  the  same  may  be  said 
of  mercury,  opium  and  antimony. 

Where  insomnia  from  aneemia  exists  with  no  other  marked 
indications,  we  have  found  grain  doses  of  the  first  decimal 
trituration  remarkably  efficacious.  This  is  particularly  true 
Tvhen  the  remedy  is  used  upon  patients  suffering  from  acute 
and  painful  disease. 

Nux  vomica  is  a  drug  whose  value  as  a  hypnotic  is  well- 
known  to  the  profession.  It  is  specially  applicable  in  cases 
of  recent  debauchery  or  gluttony.  Those  who  are  sleepless 
from  a  recent  ''  drunk,"  or  of  a  surfeit  of  a  late  and  rich 
supper,  will  find  nux  a  panacea  for  their  pains,  and  a  happy 
antidote  for  the  disgust  which  such  practices  excite  in  the 
breast  of  Morpheus. 

Nvx  likewise  overcomes  the  ill  effects  of  hard  studv  and 
sexual  excess,  and  enables  the  victim  to  secure,  with  comfort 
and  safety,  a  not  otherwise  easily  obtained  morning  nap: 

Another  valuable  remedy  for  sleeplessness  following  in- 
tense mental  overwork  and  anxiety,  and  couj^led  with  a  dis- 
tressing confusion,  pain  and  vertigo  m  the  head,  is  phospho- 
rtL8.  Five  drops  of  the  tincture  in  half  a  glass  of  rain- 
water, a  teaspoonful  every  half  hour  during  the  evening, 
followed  by  a  bowl  of  hot  soup,  or  a  cup  of  beef-tea  at  bed- 
time, will  generally  relieve  the  pain  and  restlessness  of  brain- 
fag, and  secure  to  the  patient  a  sound  and  refreshing  sleep 
during  the  night.  Dr.  Conant  tells  me  that  he  has  found 
phosphrous  useful  when  the  patient  falls  asleep  easily  and 
is  just  as  easily  awakened.  The  phosphorus  case  sleeps 
and  wakens  many  times  in  a  single  night. 

Opium  is  par  excellence^  the  world  famous  narcotizing 
agent,  by  which  the  brain  is  stupefied,  and  unnatural  and 
unhealthy  sleep  produced,     It  may  be  applied  to  mitigate 
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the  stupor  of  severe  cerebral  congestions,  particularly  where 
there  is  a  tendency  to  apoplexy  or  paralysis.  We  remember 
a  case  where  opium  thus  applied  caused  the  patient  to  sleep 
lightly  and  naturally,  who  previous  to  it«  use,  was  accustomed 
nightly  to  sink  into  a  stupor  from  which  he  could  not  be 
aroused  until  eight  or  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Under 
opium  he  awoke  naturally,  according  to  previous  habit,  at  6 
A.  M.,  without  external  assistance. 

Secale  cornutum  produces  at  first  marked  congestions, 
followed  by  anaemia  and  sleeplessness.  There  is  a  tendency 
to  paralysis,  and  particularly  formication.  These  sensations 
in  cutaneous  nerves,  as  if  ants  were  crawling  over  the  skin, 
tend  to  excite  and  worry  the  patient,  and  stimulate  a  feeling 
of  anxiety  and  apprehension,  which  prevents  sleep.  As  a 
^^  regulator^'  of  the  circulation  in  anaemic  cases,  and  as  a 
promoter  of  sleep,  secale  occupies  a  prominent  position  in 
the  Materia  Medica. 

For  the  sleeplessness  of  utter  mental  and  physical  inani- 
tion, when  food  fails  to  nourish,  when  the  heart  loses  cour- 
age, and  when  there  is  abject  despair  and  total  absence  of 
hope,  we  find  that  silicea  will  often  work  a  wondrous  and 
magical  presto  in  the  condition  of  affairs. 


Each  case  must  be  individualized,  and  both  the  conditions 
and  symptoms  noted  with  scrupulous  care.  When  practica- 
ble, the  conditions  must  be  changed  from  abnormal  to  nor- 
mal, as  far  as  possible,  by  hygienic  and  dietetic  means. — 
[JSr.  F.  Med.  Times. 


CATHETERIZING  THE  FEMALE  URETER. 


In  a  letter  to  the  Medical  Record  of  April  21,  1883,  Dr. 
Belfield,  of  Chicago,  mentions  Pawlik's  method  of  catheter- 
izing  the  female  ureter.  I  happened  to  be  a  private  student 
of  Pawlik's  at  the  time  he  was  making  his  experiments,  and 
will  give  a  few  more  points  in  this  connection. 
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Pawlik  was  first  led  to  attempt  this  procedure  in  cases 
where  the  operation  for  closing  vesico-vaginal  fistula  was 
performed.  He  observed,  in  severe  forms  of  this  injury, 
that  the  ureters  usually  opened  very  close  to  the  margin  of 
the  fistula,  and  were  exceedingly  liable  to  be  included  in  the 
suture  and  occluded.  This  accident,  of  course,  would  be 
likely  to  be  followed  by  disastrous  consequences. 

He  therefore  conceived  the  idea  of  introducing  small, 
flexible  English  catheters  into  the  ureters  previous  to,  and 
allowing  them  to  remain  during  and  after  the  operation. 
The  use  of  the  catheters  during  the  operation  was  to  show 
the  exact  position  of  the  ureters,  so  that  they  might  not  be 
injured  by  the  needle  or  included  in  the  suture,  and  they 
were  allowed  to  remain,  in  order  that  the  ureters  should  not 
be  occluded  by  the  tumefaction  of  the  parts,  and  also-  that 
the  urine  might  be  conveyed  directly  through  the  bladder 
without  cpming  in  contact  with  the  wounded  surface.  The 
two  catheters  passed  out  through  the  urethra,  and  the  urine 
was  caught  in  a  small  bowl.  By  placing  the  discharging 
ends  of  the  catheters  into  two  separate  vessels,  he  was  also 
able  to  deteiinine  the  relative  amount  of  urine  excreted  from 
each  kidney. 

In  order  to  catheterize  the  ureter,  the  patient  was  placed 
in  the  knee  and  elbow  position  in  a  good  light,  and  the 
perineum  strongly  retracted  Avith  a  Sim's  speculum.  The 
vesical  mucous  membrane  was  then  carefully  watched  until 
a  drop  of  urine  was  seen  to  exude  from  the  ureter,  at  which 
point  the  catheter  was  made  to  enter. 

The  above  was  the  way  in  which  Pawlik  commenced  this 
procedure,  but  now,  according  to  Dr,  Belfield,  he  is  able  to 
catheteiize  the  female  ureter  without  the  use  of  a  speculum, 
H  feat  which  could  only  be  accomplished  after  long  practice. 

Even  in  cases  of  vesico-vaginal  fistula,  where  one  can  see 
directly  into  the  bladder,  it  is  often  very  difficult  to  find  the 
ureter,  and  I  remember  hearing  Pawlik  remark  before  an 
operation,  that  it  would  be  a  bad  joke  if  he  could  not  find 
the  ureter  on  the  day  of  the  operation. 
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He  had  constructed  a  silver  catheter  of  peculiar  pattern 
for  this  operation,  but  at  the  time  I  was  with  him  he  intended 
modifying  it,  as  it  did  not  entirely  meet  the  requirements. 

This  proceeding  has  been  practiced  by  Pawlik,  as  mentioned 
above,  and  in  cases  where  vaginal  extirpation  of  the  uterus 
was  to  be  performed.  Dr.  Belfield  suggests  that  it  be  done 
before  the  operation  for  extirpation  of  the  kidney  to  deter- 
mine whether  there  are  two  kidneys  existing  or  not.  It 
strikes  me  that  it  might  also  be  of  use  in  certain  cases  of 
cystitis,  where  thorough  drainage  of  the  bladder  is  necessary. 
The  only  obstacle  is  the  difficulty  of  introducing  the  catheter 
without  a  great  deal  of  previous  practice. — \^Ih\  Wilcox  iu 
the  New  York  Med.   Times. 


GENEROSITY    RECOGNIZED.  —  AN    INTERESTING 
MEETING  AT  THE  GOOD  SAMARITAN 

HOSPITAL. 


PRESENTATION  OF  THE  PORTRAIT  OF  MR.  FRANCIS  WHITTAKER 

A    GOOD   DEED   ACKNOWLEDGED. 


Yesterday  afternoon  there  was  quite  a  gathering  of  medi- 
cal men  at  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  on  Jefferson 
avenue  and  Dayton  street.  Of  the  hospital  staff  were  Drs. 
T.  Griswold  Comstock,  Gundelach,  Campbell,  CoUisson, 
Parsons  and  Harris ;  visitors,  Drs.  Walker,  Vastine,  Good- 
man, Cummings,  Edmonds,  Kent,  Taylor. 

When  the  meeting  had  been  called  to  order,  Dr.  Com- 
stock read  the  following  address,  which  fully  explains  the 
object  of  the  gathering : 

Mr.  President  and  members  of  the  medical  staff  of  the 
Good ■  Samaritan  Hospital:  More  than  twenty  years  ago, 
when  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital  was  founded  by  the  Rev. 
Louis  E.  Nollau,  a  Christian  minister  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church,  he  enlisted  in  the  enterprise  some  of  the 
first  merchants  and  business  men  of  St.  Louis,  who  were 
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known  and  acknowledged  as  among  the  most  charitable  as 
well  as  enterprising  of  the  residents  at  that  date. 

I  am  pleased  to  name  them.  The  Board  of  Trustees  in 
1859  were  :  Samuel  Plant,  Frederick  Botto,  Francies  Whit- 
taker,  Francis  Hackemeier,  Adolphus  Meier,  Rev.  Louis  E. 
NoUau.  Of  the  above,  all  have  passed  away  except  two — 
Mr.  Adolphus  Meier,  our  President,  and  Mr.  Francis  Hack- 
emeier. 

■ 

The  Board  of  Visitors  were ;  Dr.  E.  Hale,  Rev.  G.  W. 
Wall,  Henry  A.  Homeyer,  W.  G.  Webb,  John  Wolf,  Michael 
Voeght. 

Mr.  NoUau  was  a  man  full  of  Christaiu  graces,  of  fine 
form  and  imposing  mien.  You  had  only  to  look  upon  him 
and  you  could  see  benevolence  pictured  in  his  countenance, 
so  that  he  had  only  to  ask  a  person  to  aid  him  in  any  charity 
that  he  pleased  to  engage  in  and  his  appeal  was  usually  at 
once  responded  to. 

Among  the  list  of  Trustees  in  office  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury ago  I  am  happy  at  this  day  to  mention  the  name  of 
Francis  Whittaker,  an  old,  honored,  and  likewise  a  wealthy 
merchant  of  this  city.  Mr.  Whittaker  was  an  especial 
friend  of  Mr.  Nollau,  and  I  well  remember  just  how  Mr. 
INoUau  used  to  pronounce  his  name,  and  his  pleasing  man- 
ner when  he  spoke  of  him — as  if  in  Mr.  Whittaker  he  had 
a  stand-by. 

At  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Nollau  Mr.  Whittaker  was  present, 
and  he  seemed  deeply  moved  at  the  sad  loss  we  were  called 
upon  to  bear,  and  he  told  me  there,  with  much  feeling,  that 
he  had  promised  Mr.  Nollau  before  his  death  that  as  long  as 
he  (Mr.  Whittaker)  lived  he  would  take  care  of  the  Good 
Saniaritan  Hospital. 

Subsequently,  at  least  a  year  or  more  after  Mr.  Nollau' s 
death,  Mr.  Whittaker  repeated  to  me  this  promise  that  he 
had  made  to  him. 

Mr.  Whittaker's  last  illness  was  protracted,  and  he  died 
about  two  years  after  Mr.  Nollau.     A  few  weeks  before  his 
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death  he  addressed  to  me  a  note,  requesting  me  to  call  at 
his  business  office,  Jis  he  wished  to  Ooufer  with  me  regarding 
the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital.  Agreeably  thereto  I  called, 
but  he  did  not  come  down  to  his  office  that  d^iy,  as  he  was  a 
little  worse,  and  another  interview  was  arranged.  But  he 
continued  to  fail,  and,  in  fact,  never  was  able  to  visit  his 
business  office  afterwards,  so  that  T  did  not  see  him.  Mr. 
Whittj^ker  was  a  man  of  strong  sympathies  and  deep  affec- 
tions. The  untimely  death  of  his  wife  at  an  early  age  and 
the  very  sudden  death  of  his  youngest  son  really  shortened 
his  existence,  and  he  passed  away. 

His  last  illness  was  a  painful  one,  and  probably  he  did  not 
have  time  to  mature  all  his  plans  regarding  his  bequests  ; 
however,  he  devised  to  charities  the  sum  of  $60,000,  and 
this  is  something  that  happens  rarely  in  St.  Louis. 

On  his  death-bed  he  told  his  son,  Mr.  John  Whittaker, 
that  he  desired  to  donate  $10,000  to  the  Good  Samaritan 
Hospital.  This  bequest,  although  not  contained  in  his  last 
written  will  and  testament,  nevertheless,  in  compliance  with 
their  respected  and  indulgent  father's  request  was  paid  over 
to  the  hospital  by  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Whittaker  upon  the  final 
settlement  of  his  estate. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  met  to-day  to  call  to  our  remem- 
brance Mr.  *Francis  Whittaker,  the  benevolent  Christian  man 
who  was  such  a  friend  to  this  hospit-al  in  its  earlier  days. 

Agreeing  to  the  request  of  the  medical  staff,  I  applied  to 
Mr.  John  Whittaker,  and  in  the  name  of  the  hospital  solic- 
ited from  him  a  likeness  of  his  father,  and  in  response  there- 
to, I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  this  portrait  of 
Mr.  Whitbiker,  which  I  assure  you  is  a  faithful  likeness. 

In  now  speaking  for  the  medical  staff,  I  may  say  we  will 
gladly  see  it  appropriately  hung,  so  that  it  may  remirfd  us  of 
one  whose  memory  and  material  examples  of  charity,  in  the 
bequests  he  made,  will  be  ever  cherished  by  us,  as  one  who 
amiable  while  living,  is  how  honored  in  death. 

The  Doctor  here  presented  an  elegantly  framed  life-sized 


Generosity  Recognized,  275 

photograph  of  Mr.  Whittaker,  and  Dr.  Campbell,  on  behalf 
of  the  trustees,  received  the  gift.  In  a  short  address  he 
said  that  they  all,  especially  Dr.  Comstock,  who  had  been 
twenty  years  connected  with  the  institution,  well  knew  the 
importance  of  the  great  help  Mr.  Whittaker  had  given  in  the 
hour  of  need.  In  the  world  were  men  busy  in  money- 
getting,  and  even  carried  it  up  to  death,  but  it  appeared  that 
their  dead  friend  had  charity  in  his  heart  years  before  he 
passed  from  this  world.  The  sum  he  gave  lifted  the  hospi- 
tal from  poverty  to  independence.  He  hoped  that  these 
rare  generosities  to  hospitals  would  be  found  worthy  of 
emulation  by  the  rich. 

Drs.  Gundelach,  CoUisson  and  Harris  made  some  appro- 
priate remarks,  and  then  Dr.  Campbell  related  a  deed  of 
charity  lately  performed  for  the  hospital  by  a  member  of 
the  Ladies'  Flower  Mission,  Mrs  Henry  Lourey.  That  lady 
in  her  visits  to  the  institution,  discovered  that  the  patients 
^svere  much  tormented  by  flies.  She  set  to  work,  and  with 
the  aid  of  several  business  men  collected  $170  with  which 
she  purchased  screening  for  all  the  windows  and  doors  of 
the  establishment.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  her. 
Dr.  Parsons  spoke  in  highly  laudatory  terms  of  the  Flower 
Mission  itself.  He  was  followed  by  Drs.  Goodman,  Ed- 
munds, CoUisson  and  Campbell,  who  all  said  that  not  only 
the  flowers,  fruits  and  books  the  ladies  dispensed  to  the 
patients  were  a  comfort,  but  their  very  presence  was  an 
alleviation  to  their  suffering.  The  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  write  the  ladies  a  glowing  letter  of  thanks,  after  which 
the  meeting  adjourned  to  the  Superintendent's  room  where 

followed  a  '•  feast  of  reason  and  a  flow  of  soul." 

-^l^Qlobe-Democratj  July  8th. 


276  St.  Louis  Clinical  Review. 

Purulent  Innoculation  in  the  TuEATarENT  of  Granu- 
lar Lids. — Dr.  Terrier  formulates  the  following  conclusions 
to  an  article  on  this  subject  in  the  Revue  de  Chimryie  for 
February,  1883  :  1.  Purulent  innoculation  is  a  good  method 
of  treatment  of  old  conjunctival  granulations  with  pannus. 
2.  It  is  indicated  where  the  pannus  is  thick.  But  corneal 
ulcerations  and  pannus  tennis  are  contra-indications  to  its 
employment.  3.  In  pannus,  granular  or  not,  affecting  one 
eye,  the  procedure  is  to  be  practised  with  the  greatest  care 
lest  the  sound  eye  be  innoculated.  4.  The  pus  to  be  used  is 
that  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum.  When  this  cannot  be  ob- 
tained gonorrhoeal  pus  may  be  employed.  5.  No  attempt 
should  be  made  to  abort  the  induced  ophthalmia,  but  it 
should  be  treated  judiciously,  with  a  view  to  prevent  perma- 
nent injury  to  the  cornea.  6.  Sulphate  of  copper,  nitrate 
of  silver,  yellow  precipitate,  ointment,  or  calomel  insuffla- 
tions are  frequently  indicated  in  order  to  complete  the  cure. 
7.  In  exceptional  cases  it  will  be  necessary  to  resort  to  syii- 
dectomy  or  irridectomy.     Comment  is  unnecessary. — Ed. 


I^ook  "^^iv^tn. 


Tumors  of  the  Bladder,  with  oripclnal  Contributions  and  Drawings. 
A.  W.  Stein,  M.  D.,  New  York:   Wm.  Wood  &  Co. 

This  little  monograph  upon  a  subject  which  of  late  has  excited  a  re- 
vival of  interest  in  genito-urinary  surgery,  brought  about  by  a  paper  read 
by  Henry  Thompson  before  the  Royal  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  of  Lon- 
don, is  of  great  practical  interest  to  one  who  is  desirous  of  obtaining  a 
clear  understanding  of  this  most  important,  and  hitherto  obscure  com- 
plaint. The  author  has  had  a  personal  experience  of  four  cases,  **  two  of 
these  were  followed  to  their  fatal  termination,"  and  both  were  instances 
of  primar}''  cancer;  in  one  case  the  tumor  was  encephaloid,  in  the  other 
it  was  a  villous  epithelioma. 

Beginning  with  its  Bibliography,  which  is  quite  complete  and  confined 
almost  entirely  to  medical  journals,  extending  from  1747  to  1881,  he  pasises 
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to  the  classification  of  tumors  of  the  bladder,  giving  the  variety,  structure 
and  frequency  of  each,  and  the  age  and  sex  when  most  usually  observed. 
Symptomatolo;;y,  embracing  hosmaturia,  irritable  bladder,  pain,  and  reten- 
tion and  incontinance  of  urine,  occupies  about  eight  pages,  and  is  very 
Instructive  and  valuable.  Fourteen  pages  are  devoted  to  Diagnosis,  under 
which  is  discussed  physical  examination,  bimanual  palpation,  introduction 
of  the  hand  Into  the  rectum,  exploration  by  the  catheter,  dilitation  of  the 
female  urethra,  dilatability  of  the  female  urethra,  digital  exploration  of 
the  interior  of  the  bladder,  and  differential  diagnosis  between  benign 
and  malignant  growths,  and  between  calculi  and  tumors.  A  method  of 
investigation  of  the  bladder  for  vesical  tumors  by  perineal  section,  as 
brought  into  notice  by  Henry  Thompson,  is  not  alluded  to,  but  is  recog- 
nized as  a  practicable  and  justifiable  means  as  an  aid  to  diagnosis.  The 
section  on  treatment  contains  a  list  of  thirty-four  cases  of  removal  of 
tumors  of  the  bladder,  twenty-three  in  females  and  eleven  in  males,  with 
the  methods  of  operation  and  the  results,  and  as  the  principal  points  of 
each  case  are  given  a  good  basis  for  comparing  the  various  modes  of  treat- 
ment and  the  attending  results  is  thus  afforded.  On  page  47,  the  author 
calls  attention  to  a  condition  of  the  urine,  first  described  by  Ultzmann,  to 
which  the  term  fribrinria  has  been  given,  which  he  looks  upon  **  as  an 
Important  diagnostic  feature  in  villous  growths."  According  to  Ultzmann, 
•*  the  urine  when  first  passed,  although  very  watery,  and  of  a  reddish,  yel- 
low color,  coagulates  after  a  few  minutes  into  a  glutinous  mass,  which  can 
scarcely  be  drawn  from  the  glass.  It  is  especially  to  be  noticed  that  such 
urine  does  not  contain  much  blood,  as  shown  by  the  color,  which  is  not 
blood-red,  but  a  yellow,  reddish  hue,  and  therefore,  the  quantity  of  coagu- 
lura  is  not  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  blood  present  in  the  urine. 
Furthermore,  the  coagula  are  formed  in  a  few  seconds  after  the  urine  has 
passed,  and  may  subsequently  be  rendered  fluid  by  a  little  shaking;  while 
blood  not  only  requires  a  longer  time  to  coagulate,  but  does  not  become 
fluid  by  stirring."  Great  stress  is  laid  on  thorough  drainage,  and  the 
different  means  to  accomplish  that  purpose,  and  forms  one  of  the  most 
useful  parts  of  the  book,  which  in  itself  is  a  valuable  contribution  to 
genito-urinary  surgery.  S.  B.  Parsons. 

Vknkreal  and  Urinary  Diseases.    By  Temple  S.  Hoyne,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
Chicago:  Halsey  Bro. 

This  little  volume  is  composed  of  lectures  delivered  by  Prof.  Hoyne 
during  the  past  few  years,  and  is  designed  for  the  use  of  the  practitioner 
as  well  as  the  student.  In  the  one  hundred  and  twent3'-flve  pages  which 
it  comprises,  there  is  a  great  amount  of  Symptomatology,  much  of  which, 
we  believe,  will  prove  unreliable  when  employed  as  guides  in  the  treat 
ment  of  these  complaints.  There  are  other  parts  of  the  work,  though, 
that  can  be  trusted  with  certainty  of  successful  results,  and  therefore,  the 
book  is  valuable  to  those  who  have  not  the  time  or  disposition  to  look  over 
a  dozen  volumes  to  find  the  proper  remedy.    The  author  is  a  believer  in 
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the  "Unlllstic"  theory  of  syphilitic  virus,  which  has  but  few  foUow- 
lowers  at  the  present  time.  Although  the  question  Is  a  mooted  one,  tbe 
general  opinion  prevails  that  It  Is  **  duelistlc ,"  and  each  has  its  own  indi- 
vidual, characteristic  signs.  The  press- work  and  binding  are  in  good 
form,  like  all  other  Issues  that  we  have  seen  coming  from  the  publishing 
house  of  Messrs.  Halsey  Bros.  S.  B.  Parsons. 

Thk  Homceopathic  Lrader.  a  new  journalistic  enterprise  edited'  by 
Walter  Yoeman 8  Cowl,  M.  D.,  New  York.  The  first  volume  is  pre- 
sented in  good  shape  and  contains  some  excellent  articles.  Price, 
$4.00  per  year. 

Consultation  Chart  of  the  Eyk. — Symptoms  and  Eye  Complications 
of  General  Diseases.  By  Henry  G.  Corn  well,  M.  D.,  Columbus,  0.: 
H.  C.  McClelland  &  Co.  Price.  25  cts.  This  Is  a  great  assistant  in 
forming  a  diagnosis. 

Jbquirityc  Ophthalmia.  By  S.  PoUax,  M.  D.,  &t.  Louis:  Reprint  from 
the  St.  Louis  Med  and  Surg.  Journal,  July,  1883. 


WAti^t*^  ||t|Htr^» 


Welcome  to  our  Chief  Surgeon. — Just.as  we  go  to  press,  the  fa- 
miliar visage  of  our  friend  and  fellow  practitioner.  Prof.  E.  C.  Franklin, 
falls  among  us,  and  we  extend  to  him  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  a 
cordial  greeting.  Dr.  Franklin* s  good  works,  both  here  and  in  the  Michi- 
gan University,  are  his  silent  praises,  and  all  his  friends  and  patrons,  and 
their  name  is  legion,  will  unite  in  welcoming  him  home  again.  We  loaned 
him  to  Michigan,  and  he  returns,  having  fulfilled  his  mission  there,  by 
placing  the  Surgical  Department  of  the  Homoaopathic  College  high  up  on 
the  ladder  of  fame* 

Equal  Footing. — The  Homoeopaths  gain  their  point  at  Lincoln  and 
share  honor  in  the  University  Faculty. — Dr.  Dinsmoor  has  returned  from 
Lincoln,  where  he  has  been  for  two  days  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
for  the  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  to  urge  upon  the  board  of 
regents  the  claim  of  the  homceopaths  to  have  professors  In  the  university 
medical  school,  and  he  reports  that  his  efforts  were  successful,  and  that 
the  regents  have  appointed  three  professors,  as  follows:  C.  L.  Hart,  M. 
D.,  of  Omaha,  professor  of  materia  medica  and  therapeutics;  B.  L. 
Paine,  M.  D.,  of  Lincoln,  professor  of  theory  and  practice  of  medicine; 
F.  R.  Rlghter,  M.  D.,  of  Lincoln,  professor  of  obstetrics,  and  diseases  of 
women  and  children. 
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The  following  have  been  appointed  censors:  C.  M.  Dinsmoor,  A.  M., 
M.  D.,X)maha,  chairman;  G.  H.  Parsell,  M.  D.,  Omaha;  R.  Carscadden, 
M.  D.,  York;  H.  B.  Lashlee,  M.  D.,  Grand  Island;  A.  R.  Van  Sickle,  M. 
D.,  Hastings;   A.  L.  Macomber,  Norfolk. 

By  special  request  of  the  faculty,  Dr.  C.  M.  Dinsmoor,  of  Omaha,  will  de- 
liver twenty  lectures  upon  Electro-Therapeutics  during  the  college  term. 

This  movement  has  been  watched  with  a  great  deal  of  Interest  by  ho- 
moeopaths all  over  the  country,  and  numerous  letters  were  received  from 
far  eastern  states  pressing  the  matter.  Dr.  Dinsmoor  made  his  claim  for 
recognition  mostly  upon  the  fact  that  tlie  university  is  a  State  institution, 
and  the  people  of  the  homoeopathic  school  pay  their  full  share  of  taxes 
toward  its  support. 

Homeopathy  in  Michigax. — The  Senate,  by  a  vote  of  19  to  9,  has 
passed  the  House  bill  giving  the  new  Xorthern  Asylum  for  the  care  of  the 
Insane  into  the  charge  of  homoeopathic  physicians.  The  allopaths,  led  by 
Dr.  Bennett,  the  loquacious  member  from  the  Coldwater  district  of  Branch 
County,  put  every  known  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  passage  of  the  meas- 
ure, but  the  little  pills  have  triumphed.  Dr.  McGuire  of  Detroit,  has 
been  credited  with  drafting  this  bill,  and  Dr.  Ellis,  of  Detroit,  has  done 
the  lobbying  therefor.  .  The  passage  of  the  bill  will  make  the  homoeopathic 
people  of  this  State  rejoice,  as  they  are  sanguine  that  the  treatment  pecu- 
liar to  this  practice  will  show  good  results.  It  is  not  altogether  an  ex- 
periment, as  New  York  has  a  State  Homoeopathic  Asylum  at  Middletown 
which  has  been  in  operation  eleven  years  with  favorable  results.  The 
House  of  Con'ection  at  Ionia,  the  Public  School  at  Coldwater  and  the  In- 
dustrial Home  for  Girls  at  Adrian — all  State  Institutions — have  been  for 
some  years  under  this  system  of  treatment. — News. 

Hahnemann  Medical  Association  op  Louisiana. — The  annual  (meet- 
ing of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Association  of  Louisiana  was  held  Friday 
evening,  February  P,  at  the  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy,  No.  180  Canal  street, 
and  the  following  oflflcers  were  duly  elected  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year: 
J.  G.  Belden,  M.  D.,  President;  Walter  Bailey,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Vice-Presi- 
dent; Mrs.  Harriet  C.  Keatinge,  M.  D.,  Recording  Secretary;  Charles  J. 
Lopez,  M.  D.,  Corresponding  Secretary;  Christian  Sanders,  M.  D.,  Treas- 
urer. 

Women's  Medical  College. — A  petition  was  presented  in  Judge 
Thayer's  court  yesterday  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Women's  Medical 
College  of  St.  Louis.  The  officers  and  corporators  are  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Ed- 
monds, president.  Dr.  Elihu  B.  Thomas,  treasurer.  Dr.  James  T.  Boyd, 
secretary,  and  Dr.  William  C.  Richardson,  dean.  According  to  article  3 
of  the  constitution  ^^The  object  of  this  association  shall  be  the  mainte- 
nance and  perpetuation  of  the  Women's  Medical  College  of  St.  Louis,  and 
the  teaching  of  medical  science,  and  the  education  of  women  for  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  surgerj',  midwifery  and  the  diseases  of  women  and  chil- 
dren, with  full  powers  to  matriculate  and  confer  degrees." 
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Hahneman  Medical  Association  of  Iowa. — Election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  resulted  as  follows:  President,  R,  E.  Baker,  DaYenport; 
Vice-Presidenl,  Dr<  Williams,  Marshalltown ;  Secretary,  Dr.  Nixon,  Bur- 
lington ;  Treasurer,  Dr.  Crippen,  Waterloo.  Committee  on  Legislation— 
Dr.  Dickinson,  Des  Moines,  and  Dr.  Bancroft.  Davenport.  Board  of  Cen- 
sors— Doctors  Cogswell,  Lathon,  Carson,  Burns  and  Alice  Westphall. 
Des  Moines  was  selected  as  the  next  place  for  holding  the  Convention.  A 
banquet  was  given  this  evening  to  members  of  the  Convention  by  Dr.  E. 
A.  Gullbert,  at  Masonic  Hall. 

University  of  Michigan. — The  annual  commencement  exercises  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  took  place  at  Ann  Arbor.  The  graduating  class 
numbered  85  in  thejiterary  department,  117  alopathic  medical,  20  bomoBo- 
pathlc  and  30  school  of  pharmacy.  Of  these  10  allopaths,  5  homcjeopaths, 
1  pharmacist  and  23  literary  graduates  are  young  women.  The  law  and 
dental  departments  graduated  classes  In  March.  This  Institution  was 
never  In  a  more  flourishing  condition  than  to-day. 

We  were  pleased  to  receive  a  visit  from  our  esteemed  confrere,  Dr.  A. 
S.  Everett,  of  Denver,  Col.,  who  returned  to  our  city  on  a  sad  mission— 
to  lay  In  the  silent  city  of  the  dead  by  the  rapidly  flowing  Mississippi, 
Bellefontalne  cemetery,  the  remains  of  his  mother,  who  recently  passed 
away  at  a  ripe  old  age.  To  him  we  tender  our  heartfelt  sympathies. 
Lately  the  Arrapahoe  Hospital  has  been  again  placed  under  his  care,  and 
we  confldently  look  for  a  report  of  his  management  and  snccess,  as  phy- 
sician and  surgeon,  that  will  redound  to  the  honor  and  credit  of  Horoceo- 
pathy  throughout  the  world. 

Dr.  L.  S.  Ordway  has  located  in  St.  Louis,  and  opened  an  office  at  cor. 
of  Beaumont  and  Pine  Sts. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Takt,  of  St.  Louis,  a  graduate  of  the  HomoBopathic  Medi- 
cal College  of  Missouri,  lately  committed  suicide  at  Evansville,  Ind.,  by 
taking  morphine.  He  has  been  In  ill  health  for  a  number  of  years  and  of 
late  has  had  hemorrhages  from  the  lungs.  He  was  on  his  way  to  Florida 
in  search  of  a  new  lease  of  life  when,  probably,  he  became  discouraged 
and  resorted  to  the  fatal  dose. 

Hot  weather  and  need  of  rest  are  driving  our  doctors  from  home  quite 
numerously.  Dr.  P.  G.  Valentine  Is  another  pleasure-seeker  who  lately  left 
for  Lake  Mlnnetonka,  Minn,  for  the  summer.  His  abode  will  be  at  the 
St.  Louis  Hotel  where  he  will  be  pleased  to  see  his  friends  and  also 
pleased  to  prescribe  for  those  of  his  friends'  patients, who  may  be  sojourn- 
ing at  the  lake. 

Collegiate  Honors  Conferred  upon  a  Medical  Man. — ^Atthe  last 
Annual  Commepcement  of  the  St.  Louis  University,  June  27th,  amooK 
the  Alumni,  who  received  degrees,  we  notice  the  name  of  Dr.  T.  Griswold 
Comstock,  upon  whom  was  conferred  the  degree  of  A.  M. 
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CONDENSED  MILK  AS  FOOD  FOR  INFANTS. 


BY  F.  DAWTRY  DREWITT,  M.  A.,  M.  D. 


A  true  Englishman's  naturatl  dislike  of  everything  which 
has  even  the  appearance  of  being  unnecessarily  artificial  has 
caused  a  good  de»,al  of  prejudice  against  condensed  milk, 
and  just  now  there  seems  to  be  such  a  marked  exacerbation 
of  that  prejudice  that  a  very  valuable  modern  discovery  is 
in  danger  of  falling  into  disrepute.  Every  one  who  has  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  crowds  of  sickly,  ill-fed  children 
with  which  London  abounds  nmst  be  aware  that  not  only 
during  the  prevalence  of  that  most  fatal  illness,  summer 
diarrhoea,  but  through  every  month  in  the  yeai,  a  large 
amount  of  infantile  life  is  continually  being  saved  by  its 
use,  and  it  would  be  a  matter  for  regret  if  condensed  milk 
should  be  condemned  by  those  who  have  not  yet  attempted 
to  give  it  a  fair  trial.  The  commonest  objection  to  it  is 
that  it  is  too  sweet.  Of  course  it  is  very  sweet ;  and  in 
spite  of  our  instinctive  liking  for  sweet  things,  whether  ripe 
fruit  or  raisins,  chocolate  or  sugar-plums,  an  instinct  which 
is  so  marked  in  childhood,  few  persons  would  think  of  giv- 
ing a  baby  condensed  milk  when  the  mother  had  milk 
enough  of  her  own,  and  was  able  to  suckle  the  child.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  cow's  milk  is  not  sweet  enough,  and 
when  compared  with  human  milk  very  indigestible.     It  can 


1 


282  St.  Louis  Clinical  Review. 

only  be  made  at  all  a  possible  food  for  babies  by  adding  to 
it  susrar  and  water  and  so  niakino:  it  more  like  condensed 
milk,  but  even  then  it  is  not  so  digestil)le  as  condensed 
milk  :  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  the  reason.  Place  some 
cow's  milk  with  its  added  sugar  and  water  in  a  wineglass, 
mix  in  another  glass  some  condensed  milk  with  water  till  it 
has,  as  far  as  one  can  judge  by  eye,  about  the  same  consist- 
ence and  opacity  ;  stand  the  two  glasses  side  b}'  side,  and 
add  to  each,  as  the  stomach  does,  a  few  drops  of  dilute 
nitro-hydrochloric  acid  and  watch  the  result.  They  both 
curdle,  but  the  curd  formed  in  the  wine-glass  of  condensed 
milk  is  distinctly  more  friable,  more  mixed  with  the  waten^ 
pail  than  the  curd  in  the  cow's  milk,  and  after  standing  for 
some  time  this  is  still  more  evident,  for  the  curd  in  the 
fresh  milk  separates  completely  fronj  the  fluid  into  a  firm 
clot,  while  in  the  condensed  milk  it  remains  more  granular, 
more  broken  up,  and  more  mixed  with  the  fluid.  Aud,  ex- 
cept among  the  very  poor,  who  cannot  afford  to  buy  cow's 
milk  which  is  more  than  anything  else  the  fans  et  origo  of 
that  only  too  well-known  incessant  cry  of  dyspeptic  hand- 
fed  babies,  and  all  of  the  vcnmiting  and  diarrhoea  which  so 
often  carry  them  off — that  hard  indigestible  clot,  of  which 
there  is  so  little  in  human  milk,  and  of  which  the  analytical 
reports  say  with  precise  truth,  as  they  might  of  a  dinner  of 
cheese,  that  it  is  so  "nutritious,"  so  full  of  "nitrogenous 
matter."  And  it  is  actually  because  of  the  small  propor- 
tion of  clot  or  casein  which  condensed  milk  contains  tJiat 
the  second  objection  to  it  is  made  by  the  analysts.  This 
clot  or  casein,  which  is  so  much  the  bane  of  hand-fed  in- 
fants that  the  addition  of  oatmeal-water  or  <n'uel  to  cow's 
milk,  even  before  the  child  is  able  to  digest  any  starchy 
food  at  all,  often  makes  the  milk  more  digestible,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  the  suspended  particles  in  the  oatmeal- 
water  are  interspersed  through  the  coagulum  which  is 
formed  when  the  milk  enters  the  stomach,  and  so  help  to 
make  it  soft  and  friable,  just  as  water-weeds  frozen  into  ice 
make  the  ice  brittle  and  dangerous  to  skate  on. 
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Condensed  milk,  of  course,  varies  in  quality,  and  it  is  im- 
portant not  to  use  any  of  the  common  cheap  kinds.  Of 
those  which  are  generally  seen  in  the  shop  windows,  the 
out-patient  mothers  jit  our  children's  hospitals  generally 
prefer  the  original  Anglo-Swiss  milk,  the  "  one  with  the 
milkmaid  on  the  tin,"  as  they  call  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  as 
good  as  any.  And  lately  some  unsweetened  Swiss  milk  has 
been  prepared,  which  has  the  appearance  of  being  good,  and 
certainly  deserves  a  trial. 

Then  as  to  condensed  milk  causing  ri(;kets,  I  can  only  say 
that  I  have  found  it  very  difficult  to  trace  rickets  to  con- 
densed milk  properly  given.  Most  hand-fed  children  are 
delicate,  a  very  large  proportion  die,  and  a  still  larger  pro- 
portion have  some  tendency  to  rickets.  Oatmeal  and  other 
gruels  seem  to  be  directly  concerned  in  brijiging  it  about ; 
but  though  I  have  seen  very  many  children  who  have  had  to 
change  their  diet  to  condensed  milk,  I  have  seen  none  who 
have  thereupon  become  rickety.  One  case  1  do  remember 
among  the  out-patients  at  the  Victoria  Hospital  for  Children, 
of  a  child  a  year  old  who  had  advanced  rickets.  It  had 
been  fed  on  condensed  milk  the  mother  said,  from  birth, 
and  yet  it  had  never  thriven.  She  had  done  her  best  for 
the  child ;  the  milk  was  of  the  best  brand,  and  she  never 
spared  it.  She  spread  it  thick  on  slices  of  bread,  and  gave 
it  to  the  child  whenever  it  cried,  "And  yet,"  the  poor 
woman  said,  '*the  child  doesn't  get  on."  That  condensed 
milk  given  in  that  form  to  babies,  even  without  the  bread, 
may  cause  rickets  I  do  not  attempt  to  deny.  It  appears  to 
me  to  be  rather  to  the  credit  of  condensed  milk  that  the 
baby  survived. 

Everj^thing  depends  upon  how  condensed  milk  is  given. 
It  ouo:ht  to  be  diluted  with  ten  or  twelve  times  its  bulk  of 
water,  or  with  more  than  that  if  the  child  is  thirsty  ;  and  if 
any  tendency  to  sickness  remains,  about  one-sixth  of  the 
water  ought  to  be  lime-water,  which  still  further  neutralizes 
the  Jiction  of  the  acid  of  the  stomach  and  delays  the  forma- 
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tion  of  the  clot.  The  water  should  be  boiling  when  added 
to  the  milk,  especially  in  the  summer.  It  gets  rid  of  the  in- 
fusoria in  bad  water  or  in  a  long-opened  tin.  Once  a  day  a 
tea-spoonful  of  Mellin's  food  may  be  given  with  the  milk. 
It  is  one  of  the  best  of  the  semi-digested  foods,  and  children 
like  it.  With  such  a  diet  infants  who  at  once  vojnit  cow's 
milk,  who  keep  their  knees  drawn  up  in  pain,  who  are  wasted 
and  wretched  looking,  or  in  danger  of  dying  from  diarrhoea, 
become  contented  and  happy,  rapidly  gain  flesh,  and  are  able 
after  a  time  to  begin  a  little  weak  cow's  milk  and  water  or 
whey.  And  it  is  thus  as  a  bridge  across  a  bad  time  that  I 
consider  condensed  milk  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance ; 
but  the  bridge  may  extend  over  some  months,  and  in  the 
meantime  the  irritability  of  the  intestinal  tract  subsides,  and 
other  forms  of  nourishment  can  be  gradually  administered. 
Three  or  four  years  ago  when  I  was  a  resident  medical 
officer  at  the  Children's  Hospital  in  Great  Ormond  street, 
where  good  cow's  milk  could  always  be  procured,  and 
where  it  was  given  with  care  and  discretion,  condensed  milk 
formed  nevertheless  a  valuable  article  of  diet,  and  was  and 
probably  is  still  used  in  all  the  medical  wards  ;  but  among 
the  poor  in  their  own  homes,  where  the  milk  is  often  bad 
throughout  the  year,  and  sour  for  at  least  three  months  of 
it,  condensed  milk  is  simply  an  inestimable  boon. 


AN  OPERATION  FOR  THE  RADICAL  CURE  OF  FEM- 
ORAL HERNIA. 


BY  WALTER  H.  BROWN,  M.R.C.6. 


A  female,  aged  sixty,  had  for  years  been  troubled  with  a 
large  ftemoral  hernia.  Many  varieties  of  truss  had  been 
tried,  but  all  failed  to  afford  relief,  and  the  hernia  had  been 
strangulated  two  or  three  times  for  short  periods.     For  rear 
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sons  which  I  will  give  below  I  deemed  it  desirable  to  make 
ail  attempt  to  effect  a  radical  cure,  to  which  end  I  per- 
formed the  following  operation. 

I  made  an  incision  as  for  strangulated  bowel,  and  opened 
the  sac.  I  reduced  the  bowel,  and  then  found  that  the 
cruKil  ring  was  large  enough  to  admit  three  fingers ;  lying 
at  the  posterior  part  of  the  sac  was  a  large  portion  of  omen- 
tum, which  was  adheient  to  the  sac,  and,  as  m  separating 
these  adhesions  the  omentum  was  freely  handled,  I  removed 
the  portion  which  had  been  in  the  sac,  and  tied  the  stump  with 
a  stout  silk  ligature,  leaving  the  end  of  the  ligature  long. 
I  then  dissected  out  the  sac,  and  after  ligaturing  the  neck, 
removed  the  entire  sac.  I  had  next  a  large  piece  of  omen- 
tum removed  by  a  ligature  within  the  abdominal  cavity  just 
opposite  the  crural  ring,  the  ligature  being  brought  out 
through  a  small  opening  I  had  made  in  the  peritoneum  close 
to  the  ligatured  neck  of  the  sac.  It  now  occurred  to  me 
that  I  might  use  this  omentum  as  a  plug  to  close  the  crural 
ring ;  I  therefore  drew  the  omentum  down  until  it  was  in 
contact  with  the  neck  of  the  sac,  and  found  that  it  remained 
in  its  new  position  without  much  tension.  I  thus  had  the 
ligatured  neck  of  the  sack  and  the  ligatured  stump  of  the 
omentum  to  resist  the  return  of  the  hernia  The  wound 
was  closed  in  the  ordinary  way,  the  two  silk  ligatures  being 
brought  out  at  the  lower  end. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  give  further  details  of  the  pros^ress  of 
the  case,  as  the  woman  made  a  good  recovery.  There  was 
no  disturbance  of  temperature,  the  wound  healed  by  first  in- 
tention save  at  the  point  through  which  the  ligatures  came  ; 
the  ligature  on  the  neck  of  the  sac  came  away  on  the  tenth 
day,  but  the  one  on  the  omentum  remaining  firm  at  the  end 
of  the  sixteenth  day,  it  was  cut  short  and  the  wound  healed 
in  two  days. 

The  operation  was  performed  in  accordance  with  Profes- 
sor Lister's  system  of  antiseptics,  and  the  wound  dressed 
with  salicylic  silk,  as  introduced  by  Mr.  McGill  of  Leeds. 
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It  18  now  five  months  since  the  operation,  and  the  result  so 
far  has  been  perfectly  satisfactory.  There  is  no  hernia,  the 
woman  is  enabled  to  perform  her  household  and  other  du- 
ties in  comfort ;  she  wears  a  pad  similar  to  that  of  an  ordi- 
nary truss  over  the  scar  in  order  to  support  the  necessarily 
weak  ring.  I  am  fully  aware  that  an  operation  such  as  I 
have  described  is  open  to  criticism,  and  I  therefore  wish  be- 
fore closing  to  draw  attention  to  my  reasons  for  operating. 
First,  the  patient  being  weary  and  discomfited  by  her  ail- 
ment was  willing  to  accept  the  risks  of  operation  and  possi- 
ble failure  after  they  had  been  fully  explained.  Secondly, 
a  fair  trial  had  been  given  to  mechanical  support,  and  the 
results  had  been  entirely  unsuccessful.  Thirdly,  I  deemed 
it  right  to  attempt  a  cure  by  operation,  bearing  in  mind  the 
fact  that  of  late  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  deaiins:  more 
freely  with  cases  which  involve  interference  with  the  perito- 
neum. The  brilliant  results  obtained  by  Mr.  Banks  of  Liv- 
erpool, and  Mr.  Spanton  of  Hanley,  in  dealing  with  inguinal 
hernia,  led  me  to  undertake  the  operation  just  described, 
and  Mr  Spencer  of  York  has  performed  a  similar  operation 
with  like  success. 

Of  course  the  number  of  cases  in  which  one  would  oper- 
ate would  be  limited  to  those  in  which  mechanical  support 
had  failed  to  give  relief. 


AMERICAN  INSTITUTE  OF  HOMCEOPATHY. 


The  fortieth  anniversary  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy  was  celebrated  at  Niagara  Falls  on  June  19 
and  the  three  days  succeeding.  About  two  hundred  mem- 
bers were  present  at  the  opening  Session,  one  hundred  of 
these  being  veterans.  The  Sessions  were  held  in  one  of  the 
large  parlors  of  the  International  Hotel,  a  stage  being  erected 
at  one  end  of  the  room  for  the  accommodation  of  the  offi- 
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ccrs  of  the  Society.  Beside  the  delegates,  many  of  whom 
were  ladies,  there  were  many  other  ladies  present,  the  wives 
and  dausjhters  of  members. 

President  James  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  10.50  a.  m., 
prayer  being  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  KoscnmuUer,  rector  of 
St.  Peter's,  Niagara.  The  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Regis- 
tration shows,  that  while  there  were  delegates  present  from 
every  State,  yet  by  far  the  largest  number  were  from  Mas- 
sachusetts.  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Illinois. 

WORK  OF   TME    MORNING    SESSION. 

The  first  and  most  intere&4iftkg  feiiiire  oi  Moa  uioruing 
meeting  w^w  the  address  of  President  Bushrod  W.  «Tames, 
of  Philadelphia.  Dr.  James  is  a  pleasant  and  forcible 
speaker,  and  his  speech  of  an  hour's  duration  was  replete 
with  bright  and  sensible  things.  He  began  by  alluding  to 
the  necessity  of  following  out  the  time-honored  plan  of  pre- 
senting to  the  Inst  tute  at  its  annual  session  a  resume  of  the 
year's  struggles  and  triumphs  in  the  field  of  applied  homoe- 
opathy. After  briefly  adverting  to  the  record  of  the  school 
since  Hahnemann's  day,  a  statement  of  the  work  that  the 
Institute  represented  was  given.  A  glance  to  the  West, 
South  and  East  found  the  capacity  of  hospit/als  and  colleges 
increased,  and  the  standard  of  medical  education  raised. 
The  organization  of  a  female  medical  society  in  Chicago  re- 
called the  days  when  women  knocked  in  vain  for  admission 
at  the  door  of  the  Institute.  *' To-day  "  said  the  speaker, 
*'  I  have  the  pleasure  of  greating  our  medical  sisters  by  the 
score."  The  duty  resting  on  the  profession  to  help  on  in- 
vestigation and  discovery  was  touched  upon,  and  the  mem- 
bers were  urged  to  w^ork  while  the  time  for  work  was  given 
them.  Then  the  President  spoke  lovingly  of  members  who 
had  gone  on  to  be  with  the  Great  Physician. 

Passing  on  to  suggestions  and  topics  for  consideration, 
some  changes  were  recommended  by  the  president  in  the 
present  system  of  Bureau  reports,  and  a  suggestion  made 
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that  a  depository  for  the  archives  of  the  Institute  be  estab- 
lished. The  speaker  congratulated  the  members  on  the  in- 
creased interest  that  was  being  taken  in  commemorating  the 
biith  of  Hahnemann,  and  hoped  that  all  societies,  local  and 
otherwise,  would  make  the  10th  of  April  their  greatest  fes 
tival.  The  Institute  was  urged  to  co-operate  with  the  Brit- 
ish Association  in  the  revision  of  the  materia  medica  now  in 
progress.  The  social  and  scientific  success  with  which  Hom- 
oeopathic workers  everywhere  were  meeting  was  fittingly 
alluded  to,  and  then  Dr.  James  passed  on  to  the  future. 
He  predicted  the  ultimate  obliteration  of  all  school  lines, 
and  that  simiha  similibus  curenfur  was  the  watchword  for 
victory.  Homoeopaths  were  declared  to  have  no  personal 
interest  in  the  triangular  fight — between  the  old  code,  mod- 
ified code,  and  no  code  at  all — now  going  on  in  the  old 
school  camp. 

"  At  first  we  were  called  '  (juacks  and  charlatans,*  then 
'irregulars,'  now  simply  '  secbirians,' "  he  said.  ''There 
is  no  room  for  quackery  in  our  system  ;  it  is  based  on  scien- 
tific laws,  and  we  stand  readv  for  a  fair  test  of  the  rival 
systems  side  by  side.  Why  prattle  of  codes  and  ethics? 
Consultation  between  the  schools  is  constantly  and  openly 
going  on." 

The  statement  was  made  that  in  most  of  the  larger  cities 
of  the  country — including  Buffalo — the  Dr.  added,  that 
one-third  of  the  taxable  property  was  owned  by  persons 
employing  homoeopathic  physicians.  "  When  the  other  side 
have  settled  their  code  differences,  we  can  shake  hands  with 
them  on  the  ground  of  codeless  manliness."*  The  speaker 
Wtas  several  times  applauded,  and  on  concluding  received  a 
unanimous  vote  of  thanks. 

A  committee  compovsed  of  Drs.  J.  P.  Dake  of  Nashville, 
J.  T.  Talbot  of  Boston,  and  J.  S.  Mitchell,  of  Chicago  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  recommendations  contained  in  the 
address. 

Under  the  head  of  reports,  Dr.  J.  C.  Burgher,  chairman 
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of  the  Publication  Committee,  reported  that  5000  copies  of 
the  president's  address  of  last  year  had  been  purchased  and 
distributed.  The  report  was  accepted.  Reading  of  the 
treasurer's  report  was  deferred.  The  Chair  appointed  as  an 
auditing  committee  D.  S.  Smith  of  Chicago,  F.  H.  Orme  of 
Atlanta,  and  P.  G.  Valentine  of  St.  Louis.  The  Necrolo- 
gist, Dr.  H.  D.  Paine  of  New  York,  reported  the  death 
since  the  last  report  of  twelve  members,  seven  of  them 
being  Seniors,  the  oldest  eighty-eight  and  the  youngest 
forty-two  years  of  age. 

The  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Organization,  Registration, 
and  Statistics  was  read  by  Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  the  chairman. 
It  gave  the  number  of  State  societies  at  27,  of  which  21 
held  charters,  and  with  a  membership  of  2,180;  107  local 
societies,  composed  of  2,660  members  ;  30  general  hospitals 
erected  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $2,000,000  ;  47  dispensaries,  21 
of  which  report  60,628  patients  ;  19  medical  journals  and  11 
colleges,  with  6,000  alumni.  There  are  7,400  homoepaths 
in  the  United  States,  no  less  than  3,000  of  which  are  not 
members  of  any  reporting  society. 

Under  the  head  of  State  societies  the  following  medical 
gentlemen  presented  reports  from  their  various  sections.  P. 
G.  Valentine  of  St.  Louis,  editor  of  the  Clinical  Review ; 
Henry  E.  Spalding  of  Hingham,  Mass. ;  D.  S.  Smith,  Chi- 
cago ;  Henry  E.  Stone,  New  Haven ;  H.  E.  Beebe,  Sidney, 
O.  ;  H.  C.  Allen,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  editor  of  the  Medical 
Advance;  J.  A.  Compton,  Indianapolis;  Milton  S.  Briry, 
Bath,  Me. ,  Pembeiton  Dudley,  of  the  Hahnemannian 
Monthly,  Phil.  ;  I.  T.  Talbot,  Boston ;  T.  P.  Wilson,  Dean 
of  the  Homoeopathic  Department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  and  an  honorary  member  of  the  Kan- 
sas society.  Under  the  head  of  local  societies,  hospitals, 
clubs,  and  asylums,  reports  were  presented :  Egbert  Guern- 
sey, editor  New  York  Medical  Times,  spoke  of  Ward's 
Island  Asylum ;  William  Tod  Helmuth  of  the  New  York 
Hahnemann  Hospital ;  J.  S.  Mitchell,  Chicago,  of  the  Cook 
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County  Hospital ;  S.  P.  Hedges,  Chicago,  of  the  State  Pen- 
itentiary at  Joliet ;  T.  F.  Allen  of  the  New  York  Ophthal- 
mic Hospital ;    E.   C.  Franklin  of    Ann   Arbor   Hospital, 
Mich. ;  E.  B.  Holt  of  the  Lowell  (Mass)  Hahnemann  So- 
ciety; D.  H.  Bcckwith  and  N.  Schneider,  Cleveland,  of  tLe 
Huron  Street  Hospital ;  W.  L.  Jackson,  Hughes  Medical 
Club,  Boston;  D.  S.  Smith,  Hahnemann  Society,  Chicago; 
J.  H.  McCoUum,  Pittsburg  Hospital  and  Dispensary;  Da- 
vid  S.  Foss,   Newburypoit,    Mass.,  of   the  Essex  County 
Medical   Society;  C.   G.  Higbee,   St.  Paul,  Minn.;  L.  A. 
Phillips  of  the  Massachusetts  Society  of  Surgery  and  Gyn- 
ecology, Boston  ;    and   P.  Dudley  of  the  Children's  Hos- 
pital of  Philadelphia. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reports,  Dr.  Wright  of  Buffalo 
stated  that  arrangements  had  been  made  for  sight-seeing, 
and  an  adjournment  was  taken  until  3  o'clock. 

AFTERNOON    MEETING. 

When  the  members  came  together  after  dinner,  the  work 
of  the  "  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica  and  Provin«:s  "  was  at 
once  taken  up,  Dr.  J.  P.  Dake  presenting  the  following 
synopsis  of  the  papers  : 

The  intention  of  this  bureau  was  to  obtain  the  views  of 
experienced  authorities  as  to  the  feasibility  of  abbreviating 
or  condensing  our  display  of  drug  effects  Of  the  papers 
presented,  two,  Drs.  J.  W.  Hayward,  Liverpool,  Eng.,  and 
T.  F.  Allen,  were  of  the  opinion  that  barely  nothing  could 
be  eliminated  ;  the  former  thought  there  should  be  two  dif- 
ferent displays  of  drug  effects,  one  for  students,  the  other 
for  practitioners  ;  the  first  containing  original  repoi'ts  of  all 
known  provings,  experiments  and  poisonings  with  each  drug, 
the  other  the  same  tabled  under  the  orsrans  in  which  they 
have  appeared.  Dr.  Allen  said  that  his  most  sincere  efforts 
has  resulted  in  the  expunging  of  less  than  one  of  the  hun- 
dreds given  in  his    '' Materia  Medica  "  ;  these    expressions 
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were  iu  direct  contradiction  to  the  intention  of  the  bureau 
and  at  variance  with  the  ideas  of  others  quoted. 
Dr.  E.  A.  Farrington's  conclusions  w^ere : 

1.  The  official  name  of  each  drug,  its  place  in  natural  his- 
tory and  composition. 

2.  A  concise  statement  of  such  characteristic  figures  as  are 
nearly  or  quite  universal  in  its  symptomatology. 

3.  A  clear,  compact  arrangement  of  symptoms,  objective 
and  subjective. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Woodward  opened  his  paper  with  a  case,  illus- 
trating the  need  of  a  connected  statement  of  effects  in  the 
display  of  each  drug,  and  advocates  a  knowledge  of  what 
he  terms  '*  natural  evolution "  of  symptoms,  and  would 
have  the  similia  apply  especially  to  the  sufferings  of  the  first 
organ  or  organs  disturbed  and  to  all  symptoms  in  the  order 
of  their  development.  The  succession  of  organic  disturb- 
ances obtained  by  provings  made  by  a  single  dose  present 
two  similarities,  viz:  that  the  first  few  organs  disturbed  by 
the  drug  are  identical  with  the  associated  organs  chiefly  in- 
volved in  acute  diseases  for  which  that  drug  is  especially 
curative,  and  second  that  the  order  in  which  those  symptoms 
are  developed  points  to  the  conditions  governing  its  success- 
ful use  in  chronic  diseases,  i.  e.,  they  must  in  their  history 
exhibit  the  same  succession  of  organic  ailments  seriatim. 

Dr.  C.  Wesselhoeft  suggested  in  his  paper:  1.  To  state, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  in  narrative  form  the  effects  of  each 
drug  in  as  exact  an  order  of  occurence  of  each  symptom  as 
careful  study  and  analysis  can  render  it. 

2.  An  arrangement,  in  anatomical  order  of  parts  of  all 
symptoms  in  a  condensed  form,  also  derived  from  all  origi- 
nal sources  and  arranged  so  as  to  state  first,  all  generalities 
of  reactions;  secondly,  the  locality  of  general  region; 
thirdly,  time  of  occurence  of  each ;  fourth,  condition  under 
which  they  occur,  embracing  particularly  conditions,  aggra- 
vation, and  improvement. 
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Drs.  T.  Cigliaiio,  of  Naples,  Italy,  H.  R.  Condt,  Win. 
Owens,  and  L.  Sherman  offered  concordant  views. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Jousset,  of  Paris,  France,  was  unable  to  re- 
spond, as  he  is  writing  a  large  work.  T.  F.  Allen,  of  New 
York,  presented  printed  copies  of  a  pamphlet  of  some 
twenty-five  pages  as  a  sample  of  the  revision  which  he  is 
making  of  his  work.  Asa  S.  Couch,  of  Fredouia,  N  Y. ; 
A.  W.  Woodward,  of  Chicago;  H.  C.  Allen,  Ann  Arbor; 
Wm.  Owens,  Cincinnati;  S.  Lilienthal,  New  York,  and  N. 
W.  Butler,  of  Montclair,  N.  J.,  discussed  the  report.  It 
was  referred  to  the  Publication  Committee.  Dr.  Dake  was 
reappointed  chairman  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Bureau  of  Pharmacology  had  assigned  no  subject  for 
discussion,  and  the  chairman.  Dr.  H.  W.  Taylor,  of  Terre 
Haute,  Ind.,  was  not  present.  Dr.  C.  Wesselhoeft,  of 
Boston,  one  of  the  Bureau,  was  called  on,  and  spoke  for 
some  time  on  the  necessity  for  improved  methods  in  the 
compounding  of  drugs,  and  of  a  new  theory  as  to  the  solu- 
bility of  glass.  A  free  discussion  followed,  participated  in 
by  J.  E.  Smith,  Cleveland;  T.  F.  Allen,  New  York;  W. 
K.  Hawkes,  Chicago  ;  H.  C.  Allen,  Ann  Arbor ;  P.  Dudley, 
Philadelphia ;  J.  P  Dake,  Nashville ;  G.  P.  Peck,  Provi- 
dence ;  M.  H.  Walters,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. ;  W.  Y.  Cowl, 
New  York  ;  T.  C.  Duncan,  Chicago  ;  W.  Owens,  Cincinnati ; 
and  J.  S.  Mitchell,  Chicago. 

Dr.  Pemberton  Dudley,  of  the  Committee  on  Medical 
Literature,  read  a  paper  severely  scathing  certain  medical 
works  and  journals,  and  suggesting  as  a  remedy  for  ungrara- 
matical,  loosely-constructed,  and  superfcial  literary  effort^, 
the  boycotting  of  all  such  by  the  profession. 

On  motion,  the  time  for  opening  the  morning  sessions 
was  changed  from  ten  o'clock  to  half-past  nine. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  Dr.  F.  R.  Mc- 
Manus,  presented  his  report,  which  included  applications  for 
membership  to  the  Institute  by  Chas.  L.  Cleveland,  Cleve- 
land ;  Ewing  N.  Howard,  Camden,  N.  J.  ;  James  W.  Ward, 
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?^ew  York ;  T.  Wilson  Dod^e,  Silver  Creek,  N.  Y. ;  W.  D. 
McGill,  Buffalo;  H.  II.  Kx^ed,  Halifax,  N.  S.  ;  J.  R.  Ho- 
nier,  Pittsburg ;  Ya.  D.  Curtis,  Woodland,  Cal.  ;  F.  A. 
Bishop,  Hannibal,  Mo.  ;  B.  S.  Keaton,  Asbury  Park,  N.J.  ;  • 
C.  Leeds,  Chelsea,  Mass.  ;  D.  G.  Wilcox,  Akron,  O.  ;  J. 
Stevens  Renninger,  Minneoala,  Minn.  ;  N.  W.  Manahan, 
Atlanta,  Ga. ;  J.  H.  Euloe,  Rome,  Ga.  ;  E.  C.  Quinby,  Ti- 
tusville ;  M.  Kingsley,  Painesvillc,  O.  ;  P.  G.  Schley,  At- 
lanta, Ga.  ;  C.  Griswold,  St.  Paul,  Minn.  ;  B.  E.  Briggs, 
Carrick,  Pa.  ;  W.  Y.  Cowlc,  New  York,  and  J.  T.  Ridge, 
Philadelphia.  On  motion,  the  gentlemen  named  were 
elected . 

Dr.  W.  L.  Breyfogle,  of  Louisville,  was  appointed  chair- 
man of  the  bureau  of  Pharmacology  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Dr.  Pemberton  Dudley,  of  Philadelphia,  followed  with 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  medical  liteiature,  which 
was  referred  to  the  publication  committee. 

Adjourned  till  8  o'clock,  p.  m. 

F.VEN1NG    SESSION. 

A  series  of  interesting  papers  were  offered  at  the  evening 
session  by  the  Bureau  of  Clinical  Medicine — *T.  Sidney  Mitch- 
ell, M.  D.,  of  Chicago,  Chairman — on  *'  Malarial  Fevers." 

Prof.  J.  W.  Dowling,  of  New  York  City,  discussed  the 
causes  relating  to  place,  and  instanced  many  new  facts  and 
theories. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Dake,  of  Nashville,  read  an  able  paper,  talking 
the  ground  that  new  settlers  and  those  whose  systems  were 
unused  to  the  poison  w^ould  be  sooner  attacked  and  more 

violently . 

Dr.  E.  A.  Farrins^ton's  resume  of  the  remote  effect  of 
malaria  on  the  system,  was  read  by  title. 

Dr.  J.  Sidney  Mitchell  discussed  the  relation  of  malaria 
to  consumption  and  pneumonia,  and  gave  his  opinion  that 
there  was  no  specific  effect  duetto  malaria  in  causing  those 
diseases. 


i 
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Dr.  H.  C.  Allen,  of  Ann  Arbor,  gave  an  exhaustive  re- 
view of  the  treatment  of  intermittent^  with  special  indica- 
tions for  Natrum  iilur. 

Dr.  L.  A.  Falligant,  of  Savannah,  (read  by  the  chairman) 
took  the  ground  that  quinine  in  crude  doses,  was  often  nec- 
essary, especially  in  congestive  fevers. 

Dr.  Anna  Warren,  of  Emporia,  Kan.,  gave  some  original 
observations  upon  the  effect  of  malaria  upon  women,  stating 
that  it  sometimes  caused  uterine  and  bladder  troubles. 

Dr.  S.  Lillienthal,  of  New  York  City,  detailed  instances 
of  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  resultinir  from  malaria. 

Dr.  R.  B.  Johnson,  of  Eavenna,  O.,  paper  read  by  title. 

An  animated  discussion  followed,  and  the  dav's  work  was 
pleasantly  closed  up  with  a  musicale. 

SECOND    DAY. 

The  second  day's  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy  was  characterized  by  the  same  interest  and 
good-fellowship  which  gave  such  a  signal  impetus  to  the 
initial  meeting  on  Tuesday.  The  special  report  of  Prof.  J. 
Edwards  Smith,  of  Cleveland,  was  the  most  note-worthy 
feature  of  the  day's  work.  His  "  Remarks  and  Suggestions 
concerning  certain  Homoeopathic  Preparations,"  was  in  fact 
a  tremendous  exposure  of  alleged  frauds  practiced  by  some 
pharmacists  upon  the  medical  profession  and  the  general 
public.  Prof.  Smith  has  done  a  splendid  service  for  the 
year  past,  and  was  authorized  to  continue  the  good  work,  a 
subscription  of  $300.00  being  raised  for  the  purpose.  A 
large  number  of  delegates  arrived  on  yesterday's  trains, 
making  the  attendance  on  the  third  day  considerably  over 
three  hundred. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

Promptly  at  9 :30  President  James  brought  down  the 
gavel.  Dr.  Henry  D.  Paine,  of  New  York,  was  announced 
as  Necrologist  for  the  coming  year,  and  Dr.  J.  H.  McClel- 
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land,  of  Pittsburg,   as  Chairman  of  the  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion.    The  former  is  a  reappointment. 

Treasurer  E.  M.  Kellogg,  of  New  York  City,  read  his 
annual  report.  The  receipts  were  given  at  $3^938.50  ;  dis- 
bursements $3,927.19,  including  a  deficiency  of  $928.09 
from  last  year.     The  balance  in  the  treasury  is  $11.35. 

Dr.  T.  M.  Strong,  of  the  committee  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence, reported  that  during  the  year  a  large  number  of 
letters  of  inquiry  had  been  addressed  to  prominent  physi- 
cians of  the  school  of  Europe,  South  America,  India,  Mex- 
ico, etc.  The  answers  received  showed  an  advancing  pros- 
peritj'^  in  England,  South  America,  and  Portugal,  official 
opposition  in  Russia  and  Sweden,  and  the  cause  at  a  stand- 
still in  Switzerland  and  Belgium.  Italy  is  hopeful,  and  from 
Austria  and  Germany  but  little  has  been  heard.  The  report 
was  referred  to  theConimittee  on  Publication.  Later  in  the 
session  Dr.  Strong  was  reap|)ointcd  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  President  announced  that  he  had  received  letters  from 
Dr.  A.  Claude,  of  Paris,  France;  Dr.  A.  Gerstel,  of  Vi- 
enna, Austria  :  Dr.  T.  Cigliano,  of  Naples,  Italy ;  Dr.  Alfred 
C.  Pope,  of  London,  England;  Dr.  Richard  Hughes,  of 
Brighton,  England;  J.  W.  Hay  ward,  of  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land ;  and  other  foreign  members,  beside  handf uls  of  letters 
and  telegrams  from  members  all  over  the  country,  express- 
ing regrets  at  not  being  able  to  be  present,  and  extending 
ing  congratulations  and  expressing  good  wishes  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  session. 

Drs.  C.  Wesselhoeft,  of  Boston,  and  L.  II.  Willard  of 
Alleghen)^  City  were  appointed  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
Dr.  J.  II.  McClelland,  of  Pittsburg,  as  a  committee  on  dis- 
puted matters  connected  with  the  alleged  membership  of 
Mrs.  Dr.  E.  G.  Cook,  of  Chicago. 

The  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Obstetrics  was  taken  up. 
The  chairman,  Dr  Walker,  of  Germantown,  led  the  discus- 
sion, the  special  subject  being  "  Complications  of  Gesta- 
tion." 
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The  Bureau  of  Microscopy  and  Histology  announced  itself 
as  ready  to  report.  The  treatise  on  tlie  ''  Solubility  of 
Glass,"  by  Dr.  C.  Wesselhoeft,  which  had  ])eeu  prepared 
under  the  direction  of  this  bureau,  was  read  on  Tuesday 
afternoon  to  fill  up  a  gap. 

Chairman  J.  Edwards  Smith,  of  Cleveland,  read  the  con- 
tribution from  Dr.  W.  A.  Edmonds,  of  St.  Louis,  and  then 
submitted  a  report  of  his  own  year's  research  in  this  field, 
reading  extracts  from  his  rei)ort  of  seventy-three  pages. 

The  interest  aroused  was  so  great  that  on  the  expiration 
of  Prof.  Smith's  allotted  time,  it  was  unanimously  resolved 
that  he  be  allowed  to  go  on,  and  the  session  was  extend6d 
to  that  end.  His  humorous  exposure  of  the  adulterations 
practiced  by  certain  phai'maciats  brought  out  shouts  of 
laughter  and  prolonged  applause.  The  Doctor  gave  a  list 
of  pharmacists  and  the  results  of  many  analyses.  Despite 
the  hearty  appreciation  of  the  ludicrous  side  of  the  subject, 
it  was  evidently  regarded  as  a  very  serious  one,  and  aston- 
ishment was,  after  all,  the  predominant  feeling. 

The  gist  of  the  paper  was,  that  China  cannot  be  obtiiihed 
higher  than  (>th,  as  the  sugar  always  contains  sufficient  iron 
to  counteract  it.  Nor  Silicia  higher  than  6th,  as  sugiir  al- 
ways contains  more  than  enough  therefor.  Analyses  of 
some  of  Fincke's  100,000,  found  enough  of  the  drug  for 
the  3rd  of  same.  Analyses  of  low  potencies  also  found 
great  discrepancies  from  the  label.  The  foreign  matter  in 
sugar  of  milk  varied  from  2  per  cent,  to  17  per  cent.  ;  the 
latter  was  Hurlburt's,  and  labeled  *'  absolutely  pure." 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  ash  in  mille- 
<]^rammes  obtained  from  the  ijrammes  of  su<;ar  of  milk  from 
the  several  dealers  named  : 

Horsey  &  Bros. ,  Chicago 4. 18 

Gray  &  Co.,  Boston  4.30 

H.  C.  Gaylord,  Cleveland 6.00 

Ba^ricke  &  Tafel,  Philadelphia 2.00 

Worthingtun,  Cincinnati 3.40 
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L.  H.  Witte,  Cleveland 1.40 

Smith,  Cincinnati 2. 10 

Luyties 3.60 

Epps,  London,  Eng 2.07 

Smith,  New  York 1.50 

Duncan  Bros.,  Chicago 2.20 

Munson&  Co 2.60 

Gross  &  Dellridge 5.30 

Ilurlburt,  New  York 17.00 

These  showings  are  the  most  favorable  that  have  been  ob- 
tained from  several  analyses.  A  Philadelphia  pharmacy 
published  an  analysis  recently,  which  puq^orted  on  the  one 
hand  to  represent  their  sugar  as  *'  absolutely^  pure,"  while 
on  the  other  hand  the  analyzist  obtained  ash  enough  to  try 
half  a  dozen  subsiduary  analyses. 

Sugar  of,  milk  being  C12  H24  Oi>,  should  give  no  ash  after 
incineration  at  full  red  heat. 

AFTEllXOON    SESSION. 

The  first  report  was  that  of  the  Bureau  of  Ophthalmology, 
Otology,  and  Laryngology,  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Campbell,  of  St. 
Louis. 

The  chairman  read  a  two-minute  synopsis  of  an  article  on 
"  Iritis,"  by  Dr.  G.  C.  McDermott,  of  Cincinnati,  as  fol- 
lows:  1.  That  in  Atropia  we  have  a  ready  means  of  not 
only  diagnosing  but  in  the  treatment*  of  iritis.  2.  That  the 
first  object  to  .be  accomplished  is  to  produce  by  means  of 
a  solution  of  Atropia,  full  and  complete  dilatation  of  the 
pupil.  3.  That  in  the  local  use  of  Atropia,  we  have  the 
most  essential  means  in  assisting  in  the  curing  of  the  disease 

A  paper  which  possessed  great  practical  worth  was  that  of 
Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis,  of  Buffalo,  on  <' Direct  Causes  of  Deaf- 
Mutism."  This  paper  gives  in  brief,  the  results  of  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  clinical  histories  of  1844  deaf-mutes, 
noting  at  the  same  time  the  present  condition  of  the  audi- 
tory^  apparatus,  with  a  view  of  determining,  as  far  as  might 
be,  the  direct  cause  of  the  loss  of  hearing.     The  wider  study 
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of  the  influence  of  certain  occult  causes,  and  more  especially 
dyscrasia  and  parental  consanguinity,  were  reserved  for  fu- 
ture consideration. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  result  of  examinations 
by  Dr.  Lewis. 

IHseoMS  or  Condition.  Boys.  Girls,  Total.       Pr  ct.  abovt 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis.. 21  19  40  27.8 

Scarlet  Fever 10  8  18  12.5 

Central  Trouble 6  2  8  5.5 

Syphilis 7  0  7       '       4.8 

Typhoid  Fever 0  2  2  1.39 

Measles 0  2  2  1.39 

Gradual  in  Childhood 1  1  2  1.37 

In  ermittent  Fever 0  1  1  .7 

Indefinite 15  10  25  17.5 

Dumb  (not  deaf)  from  fall 0  1  1  .7 

Congenital 22  16  3*  2.64 

Total 82  62  144 

Dr.  C.  H.  Vilas,  of  Chicago,  offered  his  contribution  un- 
der the  head  of  **  Abuses  of  the  Politzer  Method  of  Infla- 
tion." 

Dr.  D.  J.  McGuire  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Bureau 
for  the  coming  year,  with  power  to  select  his  associates. 

Next  in  order  was  the  presentation  of  synopses  of  the  pa- 
pers of  the  Bureau  of  Gynaecology,  by  Dr.  O-  S.  Runnells 
of  Indianapolis.  The  following  papers  were  read  by  title 
and  referred  :  "  Observations  on  Diagnosis  in  Uterine  Dis- 
eases," by  Dr,  H.  Minton,  of  Broklyn,  editor  Homoeopathic 
Journal  of  Obstetrics  ;  ''  Subinvolution  of  the  Uterus,"  by 
Dr.  R.  C.  Allen,  of  Philadelphia.  The  treatise  on  '*  Coccy- 
godynia  and  the  Operation  for  the  Removal  of  the  Coccyx," 
by  Dr.  S.  S.  Lungren,  of  Toledo,  was  next  read,  followed 
by  a  contribution  on  *'Dysmenorrhoea,"  by  Dr  W.  H.  Big- 
ler,  of  Philadelphia. 

"  Dysmenorrhoea  "  was  next  discussed  by  Drs.  R.  N.  Fos- 
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ter,  of  Chicago  ;  L.  A.  Philips,  of  Boston  ;  J.  C.  Morgan, 
of  New  York ;  A.  S.  Couch,  Frcdonia  ;  S.  P.  Hedges,  Chi- 
ciigo  ;  J.  D.  Buck,  Cincinnati ;  O.  S.  Runnells,  Indianapolis. 
Dr.  S.  S.  Lungren,  of  Toledo,  will  have  charge  of  the  bu- 
reau for  the  next  year. 

The  President  announced  the  receipt  of  a  very  interesting 
communication  from  Shoshee  Bhooseen  Mookerjee,  of  Cal- 
cutta, India,  announcing  the  establishment  of  a  school  of 
homoBopathv  in  that  citv. 

IN    TITE    EVENING. 

The  programme  for  the  evening  meeting  included  the  re- 
port of  the  Bureau  of  Surgery,  the  reunion  of  the  ^'Seniors,'* 
and  the  niusicale  and  promenade  concerts,  with  which  the 
day  closed.  As  usual  the  business  session  came  to  order 
promptly  at  the  appointed  hour,  and  the  programme  pre- 
pared by  the  chairman  was  gone  through  with. 

General  Subject — Antiseptic  Surgery — Definition  and  His- 
toric Mention — «!.  H.  McClelland,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

The  Principles  of  Antisepsis — L.  H.  Willard,  M.  D. 

The  Antiseptic  Method  Described — J.  E.  James,  M.  D. 

The  Antiseptic  Method  as  Modified  in  Germany — C.  M. 
Thomas,  M.  D. 

Distinctive  Qualities  of  Various  Antiseptic  Agents — W. 
L.  Jackson,  M.  D. 

The  Best  Ligatures  and  Best  Method  of  Application — 
M.  O.  Terrv,  U.  D. 

The  Value  and  Best  Means  of  Drainage — N.  Schneider, 
M.  D. 

Toxoemic  Results  Following  Antiseptic  Treatment — I.  T. 
Talbot,  M.  D. 

Experience  with  Iodoform  versus  Carbolic  Acid — H.  J. 
Ostrom,  M.  D. 

The  Antiseptic  Method  in  Abscesses,  Ulcers,  and  Morbid 
Growths— G.  A.  Hall,  M.  D. 
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The  Antiseptic  Method  m  Wounds  and  Compound  Fnic- 
tures — D.  W.  Hartshorn,  M.  D. 

The  Non-Antiseptic  Treatment  in  Wounds — E.  C.  Frank- 
lin, M.  D. 

The  Present  Status  of  Antiseptic  Surgery — W.  Tod  Ilel- 
niuth,  M.  D. 

Fracture  of  the  Cranium — W.  D.  Foster,  Kansas  City. 

THIRD    DAY. 

Before  the  regular  session  was  called,  some  of  the  enthu- 
siasts on  Gyniecoiogy  held  a  meeting,  for  the  special  discus- 
sion of  papers  presented  Wednesday  morning. 

The  report  of  the  special  committee  on  Prcsideut's  Ad- 
dress was  presented  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Dake,  Chairman. 

A  del)ate  resulted  on  some  of  the  resolutions  which  the 
committee  had  prepared,  respecting  the  recommendatious 
continued  in  the  address.  The  resolution  which  called  forth 
the  principal  opposition  was  that  making  the  Provisional 
Secretary  a  salaried  officer,  placing  him  out  of  the  control 
of  the  General  Secretary,  and  making  him  responsil)le  for 
certain  portions  of  the  work  of  the  Secretiiry's  department. 
It  was  carried.  The  recommendations  as  iinally  approved 
by  the  meeting  were :  (1)  That  the  Executive  Committee  be 
requested  to  report  a  suitable  plan  for  establishing  a  depos- 
itory for  the  arcliives.  (2)  That  the  same  committee  re- 
port on  the  feasibility  of  publishing  the  papers  and  traDsac- 
tions  in  four  bi-monthly  numbers.  (3)  That  no  meniber 
be  placed  on  more  than  one  bureau  in  the  same  year. 

The  resolution  offered  bv  Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  of, Boston,  to 
re-establish  the  Intercollegiate  Committee,  to  be  composed 
of  two  delegates  from  each  American  Homoeopathic  College, 
was  carried. 

Dr.  Pemberton  Dudlev  read  a  communication  from  Dr. 
Mohr,  of  Philadelphia,  the  chairman  of  a  special  committee^ 
appointed  to  supervise  the  preparation  of  the  article  *'Hoin- 
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cBopathy  "  in  Stoddart's  forthcoming  edition  of  the  Ency- 
clopedia Britannica. 

The  Bureau  of  Surgery  was  granted  the  privilege  of  con- 
tinuing the  debate  begun  last  evening,  on  *•  Antiseptics." 
The  subject  was  ably  handled  by  an  array  of  surgeons  from 
all  pai-ts  of  the  country.  There  was  by  no  means  a  unani- 
moas  sentiment  animating  the  earnest  debators.  Dr.  James 
H.  McClelland,  of  Pittsburg,  led  off  what  a  brief  inquiry 
into  the  history  of  the  method,  and  a  criticism  upon  the 
tenns  employed  by  many.  The  principles  were  presented 
in  a  brief  paper  by  Dr.  L.  H.  Willard,  taking  strong  ground 
in  favor  of  the  theory  that  putrefaction  is  due  to  germs  or 
particles  which  float  in  the  air,  and  the  sole  object  of  the 
specific  measures  is  to  destroy  and  exclude  these.  The  de- 
tails  of  the  method  were  set  forth  concisely  by  Dr.  J.  E, 
James,  of  Philadelphia. 

A  paper  by  Dr.  C.  M.  Thomas,  of  Chicago,  discussed  the 
method  as  practiced  in  Germany.  The  use  of  iodoform  was 
particularly  dwelt  upon  and  the  great  success  of  faniQUS 
Germans  was  made  known.  Germany  is  a  great  center  for 
extreme  antiseptic  methods.  The  special  qualities  of  anti- 
septic agents  was  discussed  by  Dr.  W.  L.  Jackson,  of  Bos- 
ton, who  presented  the  results  of  prolonged  original  re- 
searches. Dr.  M.  O.  Terry,  of  Utica,  told  of  the  ligatures 
best  adapted  to  secure  the  ends  in  view,  and  Dr.  N.  Schnei- 
der, of  Cleveland,  discussed  the  value  of  drainage,  and 
suggested  the  probability  that  perfect  drainage  was  the  most 
important  element  in  the  whole  system. 

The  poisonous  effects  experienced  and  to  be  feared  from 
the  use  of  antiseptic  agents  were  thoroughly  discussed  by 
Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  of  Boston,  w^ho  concluded  finally,  that  the 
careful  use  of  well-known  antiseptics  was  not  to  be  feared. 

The  virtues  of  iodoform  were  written  of  by  Dr.  II.  I. 
Ostrom,  of  New  York,  who  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
special  field  for  this  drug  was  in  bone  diseases. 

Dr.  George  A.  Hall,  of  Chicago,  gave  an  account  of  this 
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method  in  the  treatment  of  abscesses,  ulcers,  and  morbid 
growths,  claiming  excellent  results.  Dr.  Haitshorn  of  Cincin- 
nati also  advocated  this  method  in  the  treatment  of  compound 
fractures.  On  the  other  hand,  Dr  E.  C.  Franklin,  of  St. 
Louis,  took  strong  grounds  against  the  method,  arguing  that 
the  claims  so  extravagantly  set  forth  were  chimerical.  That 
the  best  success  attended  those  practitioners  who  closely  ad- 
hered to  our  homoeopathic  surgical  remedies,  and  he  coun- 
seled more  homceopathy  and  less  running  after  strange  gods. 

The  closing  paper  by  Dr.  Wm.  Tod  Helmuth,  of  New 
York,  was  a  guarded  endorsement  of  the  system.  This 
valuable  paper  was  warmly  received  and  represented  the 
present  status  of  the  method.  He  expressed  a  strong  doubt 
as  to  the  eflSciency  of  living  germs  in  the  production  of  pu- 
trefaction. 

The  first  reirular  bureau  of  the  morning  meetino; — Paedol- 
ogy — was  called  on.  Dr.  F.  H.  Orme,  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
opened  the  discussion.  Brief  synopses  were  presented  of 
the  productions  entitled :  "Affections  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels  from  irritating  substances  swallowed,  or  improper 
food  reflected  upon  the  nervous  system,"  by  Dr.  B.  F.  Dake, 
Nashville,  Ten n.,  and  "  Tubercular  meningitis  and  alimen- 
tary disturbances  connected  therewith,"  by  Dr.  S.  P.  Hedges, 
Chicago.  Other  papers  synopsized  by  the  chairman  were: 
'*  Atmospheric  influences  affecting  the  nervous  and  alimen- 
tary systems,"  by  Dr.  A.  H.  Carville,  of  Somerville,  Mass. 
The  chairman  closed  the  reading  with  a  general  resume  of 
the  special  subject,  *'  Relationship  of  cerebral  disturbances 
to  disorders  of  the  alimentary  canal."  The  debate  was  led 
by  Drs.  D.H.  Beckwith,  Cleveland,  T.  C.  Duncan,  Chicago, 
and  Pemberton  Dudley,  Philadelphia. 

SPECIAL  BUSINESS. 

The  hour  of  noon  having  arrived,  the  discussion  of  papers 
was  closed,  and  the  special  order  of  business  appointed  for 
Thursday,  at  12  m.  was  taken  up.     This  was  the  election  of 
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« 

officers  for  1884,  juid  the  selection  of  a  time  and  place  for 
the  next  meeting.  The  great  mass  of  doctors  who  had  been 
lobbying  in  the  corridors  now  poured  in,  filling  the  room  to 
overflowing.  It  was  quickly  decided  to  leave  the  question 
of  time  of  the  next  meeting  with  the  executive  committee. 

The  number  of  places  named  and  the  determination  dis- 
played by  the  rival  claimants  made  the  struggle  an  exciting 
one.  Tlie  fight  narrowed  down  to  Old  Point  Comfort,  Va., 
Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Deer  Park,  Md.  Each  place  was  voted 
upon  separately,  in  the  order  named.  The  friends  of  Deer 
Park  won  an  easy  victory.  It  was  not  finally  settled  with- 
out calling  out  considerable  dissatisfaction — some  of  the 
doctors  frankly  speaking  out  in  meeting — but  these  were  in 
a  hopeless  minority. 

O.  S.  Runnells,  Indianapolis ;  J.  C.  Sanders,  Cleveland, 
and  George  A.  Hall,  Chicago,  were  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency. 

The  first  ballot  stood — Runnells  49,  Sanders  50,  Hall  37. 

As  a  plurality  of  sixty-nine  was  necessary  to  a  choice, 

a  second  ballot  was  ordered.      Dr.  Hall  withdrew  from  the 

field.     It  stood — Runnells  59,  Sanders  69. 

« 

The  clectiiiii  of  Dr.  Sanders  was  made  unanimous. 

The  President-elect  was  called  for,  and  stepping  to  the 
front,  briefly  expressed  his  gratitude. 

For  Vice-President,  Dr.  T.  F.  Allen,  of  New  York,  was 
declared  the  choice  of  the  convention. 

General-Secretary,  J.  C.  Burgher,  of  Pittsburg;  Provis- 
ional-Secretary, T.  M.  Strong,  of  New  York ;  and  Treas- 
urer, E.  M.  Kellogg,  of  New  York,  were  unanimously  re- 
elected. 

The  Board  of  Censors  was  filled  as  follows,  without  dis- 
sent: F.  R.  McManus,  Baltimore;  A.  R.  Wright,  Buffalo; 
F.  H.  Orme,  Atlanta,  Ga.  ;  R.  B  Rush,  Salem,  O. ;  D.  S. 
Smith,  Chicago. 

Chairman  of  bureaus  were  appointed  :  Surgery — Dr.  Geo. 
A.  Hall,  Chicago.  Paedology — Dr.  C.  H.  Lawton,  Wilming- 
ton, Del. 
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The  remaining  bureau  of  the  day — Anatomy,  Physiology 
and  Pathology — then  reported,  after  which  Chairman  Wil- 
liam Owens,  of  Cincinnati,  summarized  the  arguments  in  a 
well-written  paper.  Prof.  Owen's  subject  was  the  ''  Nervejj 
of  Organic  Life." 

The  convention  was  then  declared  adjourned. 

THE  BANQUET. 

The  annual  banquet  of  the  Institute  was  held  in  the  hand- 
somely-decorated dining-hall  of  the  InteiTiational.  A  large 
number  sat  down.  The  miisic  wa^  furnished  by  the  74th 
Regiment  Band,  of  Buffalo,  and  a  general  good  time  was 
had  by  all  the  participants  Toasts  and  speeches  were  the 
order,  as  usual  on  such  occasions. 


THE  LOCAL* ORIGIN  OF  MALIGNANT  GROWTHS. 


Mr.  Jonathan  Hutchinson,  in  the  British  Med.  Journal^ 
March,  1883,  contributes  a  paper  on  the  nature  and  scope  of 
the  local  influences  which  induce  malignant  action.  "The 
more  we  investigate,  the  more  clearly  will  ^^  see  that  all 
inflammations  are  really  infective,  and  that  inflammatory 
processes  may  pass  by  almost  insensible  gradations  into 
those  of  malignancy."  It  is  not  so  much  senility  of  the 
entire  organism  as  local  senility  (an  old  age  of  the,  tissues 
concerned,  which  is  premature,  and  does  not  correspond  with 
that  of  the  body  as  a  whole)  that  is  almost  always  neces- 
sary to  the  production  of  cancer,  exceptions  occurring,  how- 
ever, in  cases  due  to  the  influence  of  inheritance.  Tissues 
and  organs  which  are  just  passing  out  of  use  are  those  most 
prone  to  develop  cancer.  As  to  the  inheritance  of  cancer, 
it  has  been  urged  that  a  disease  which  is  capable  of  inherit- 
ance must  be  a  constitutional  one.  This  is  true  to  some 
extent ;  but  Mr.  Hutchinson  says  that  a  peculiarity  of  cell- 
structure  generally  is  inherited,  not  germs,   not   a  blood- 
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malady,  but  a  special  type  of  cell-organization,  permitting 
with  greater  ease  than  in  other  persons  the  injurious  influ- 
ences of  local  causes.  The  rodent  ulcer  of  the  face  is 
looked  upon  by  the  author  as  a  form  of  morbid  action  which 
stands  half  way  between  common  inflammation  and  cancer. 
There  is  also  a  distinct  proneness  possessed  by  parts  form- 
erly affected  by  syphilitic  inflammation  to  become  affected 
by  some  malignant  growth.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Hutchinson 
urges  the  adoption  of  his  doctrine  of  a  pre-cancerous  stage, 
where  surgical  interference  is  necessary  and  ought  to  be  in- 
sisted on,  before  the  growth  takes  on  any  definite  form 
except  that  resembling  ordinary  inflammation,  and  before 
the  laboring  lymphatics  are  affected.  Without  this,  he  sees 
no  hope  of  any  improvement  in  the  reduction  of  the  mor- 
tality of  cancer. 


UNION  BY  FIRST  INTENTION  IN  SCALP  WOUNDS. 


Dr.  Robert  T.  Morris,  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  gives 
the  following  directions  for  securing  primary  union  in  scalp 
wounds : 

Let  us  take  for  example  a  typical  case. 

A  man  in  good  health  is  struck  upon  the  head  by  a  falling 
beam,  and  receives  a  lacerated  and  moderately  contused 
wound.  The  wound  is  a  couple  of  inches  long,  extending 
entirely  through  the  skin,  and  gaping  perhaps  to  the  extent 
of  a  quarter  of  an  inch.  The  bleeding  is  so  profuse  that 
the  patient  comes  to  you  promptly,  thereby  giving  you  great 
advantage. 

Of  course  the  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make  sufficient 
pressure  to  control  the  hemorrhage,  and  then  the  hair  is 
carefully  trimmed  away  from  the  edges  and  vicinity  of  the 
wound.  A  patient  who  is  bald  here  finds  for  the  first  time 
a  redeeminfif  feature  to  his  condition. 
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After  sufficient  hair  has  been  removed,  a  thorough  syring- 
ing of  the  wound  with  carbolized  water  (1-30)  should  fol- 
low, and  then  a  most  thorough  search  must  be  made  for  any 
foreign  body,  a  single  hair  left  in  the  cut  being  sufficient  to 
prevent  union  by  first  intention  in  its  vicinity. 

Twist  together  two  or  three  horse  hairs  which  have  been 
cept  in  carbolized  oil,  and  lay  them  in  the  wound,  allowing 
the  ends  to  project  from  either  extremity,  and  then  with  a 
medium-sized  curved  needle,  put  in  enough  silk  sutures  to 
bring  the  edges  of  the  skin  closely  in  apposition,  taking 
care  that  the  needle  penetrates  the  entire  thickness  of  the 
skin  each  time  that  it  is  inserted. 

After  all  the  sutures  have  been  tied,  the  horse  hair  should 
be  pulled  back  and  forth  a  little  by  means  of  the  projecting 
ends,  in  order  that  the  canal  for  deep  drainage  may  be  free. 

Superficial  drainage  is  next  to  be  looked  after,  and  this 
end  may  be  gained  very  nicely  by  wringing  out  six  or  seven 
thicknesses  of  cheese  cloth  in  carbolized  water,  (1-30),  and 
applying  as  a  compress  on  the  wound,  first  rubbing  a  little 
iodoform  well  into  the  portion  which  is  to  come  next  the 
skin.  Gutta-percha  tissue,  or  any  other  water-proof  mate- 
rial, should  then  be  placed  over  the  cheese  cloth,  and  the 
edges  allowed  to  project  far  enough  over  so  that  everything 
beneath  will  remain  moist  and  warm.  A  bandage  applied 
not  too  tightly  completes  the  dressing. 

In  twenty-four  hours  the  horse  hair  may  be  removed,  and 
the  dressings  replaced.  In  forty-eight  hours  or  later,  the 
stitches  should  be  removed,  and  a  warm  and  diy  dressing 
placed  over  the  site  of  the  wound.  If  the  patient  is  asked 
to  return  for  examination  in  a  day  or  two,  the  wound  will 
almost  always  be  found  to  have  united  beautifully  by  first 
intention,  and  a  long  period  of  suppuration,  with  numerous 
complications  to  have  been  avoided. 

When  failure  occurs  in  a  case  like  the  one  described,  the 
causes  are  usually  due  to  lack  of  care  in  the  application  of 
the  deep  or  superficial  drainage. 
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The  sutures  may  have  been  tied  more  tightly  than  neces- 
sary, or  some  foreign  material  may  have  been  left  in  the 
wound, 


CLINICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


DIARRHCEA   REMEDIES. 


Podophyllum  pelt.  ^  one-fifth  drop  doses  of  the  tincture 
made  from  the  fresh  root,  with  a  drug  power  of  one-sixth, 
is  curative  in  cases  characterized  as  follows : 

Discharges  profuse,  frequent,  gushing,  painless,  offensive, 
with  the  sensation  as  if  each  movement  must  be  the  last. 
During  dentition  there  may  be  rolling  of  the  head.  Cramps 
of  the  lower  extremities. 

Aloe^  one-fifth  drop  doses  of  the  tincture,  which  has  a 
drug  power  of  one-tenth,  in  cases  characterized  by  a  sense 
of  insecurity  in  the  anus,  the  desire  for  stool  driving  one  out 
of  bed  in  the  morning. 

Loud  rumbling  in  the  abdomen.  Hemorrhoids  relieved 
by  cold. 

Apis  Melifica^  a  tincture  of  which  is  made  much  after  the 
phm  practiced  with  Spanish  flies,  having  a  drug  power  of 
.1,  in  one-fifth  drop  doses,  will  be  found  a  sovereign  remedy 
in  some  very  serious  cases  in  vvhich  the  passages  are  invol- 
untarj^  offensive,  painless  and  colorless. 

The  back  of  the  head  is  hot,  is  bored  into  the  pillowy  there 
is  little  or  no  thirst,  and  the  abdominal  walls  are  excessively 
tender.  In  entero-colitis,  hydrocephalus  and  in  hydrocepha- 
loid,  particularly  if  the  urine  is  suppressed,  this  remedy 
should  be  considered. 

Argentum  nitricam^  in  one-fifth  drop  doses  of  the  .1  so- 
lution, will  be  found  of  service  when  the  passages  resemble 
chopped  spinach,  are  expelled  with  great  force,   are  aggra- 
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vated  by  eating  sweets  or  from  drinking.  These  patients 
will  often  be  found  very  fond  of  sugar.  In  cases  in  which 
emaciation  goes  on  rapidly,  so  that  the  patient  has  the  ap- 
pearance  of  a  mummy. 

Arsenicum  alb,,  is  a  most  reliable  remedy,  in  .01  erain 
dose,  when  the  stools  are  offensive,  corrosive  and  involun- 
tary, are  worse  at  night,  particularly  at  rrtidnight,  and  es- 
pecially in  cases  brought  on  by  taking  ice-cold  aliment  or 
tainted  meat.  There  is  great  restlessness  and  anguish,  and 
burning  thirst,  which  is  relieved  by  moistening  the  lips. 
There  are  also  immediate  vomiting  of  whatever  is  tjiken, 
and  great  burning  in  the  stomach. 

Baptisia  tinctoria,  half  drop  doses  of  the  tincture,  made 
from  the  fresh  root,  with  a  drug  power  of  J^,  will  be  found 
of  great  service  in  enteric  fever,  particularly  of  the  specific 
variety,  characterized  by  complete  listlessness,  toq^idity  and 
indifference  to  everything,  sometimes  accompanied  with  the 
subjective  peculiarity  of  a  sensation  as  if  the  body  >vere  in 
twain.  The  tongue  is  coated  in  the  center,  and  the  edges 
are  red  and  shining.  There  is  generally  great  tenesmus  with 
the  stools. 

Bryonia  alba,  in  one-fifth  drop  doses  of  the  tincture, 
made  from  the  fresh  root,  with  a  drug  power  of  J4,  will  be 
found  of  great  service  in  cases  which  have  been  induced  by 
a  draft.  The  cases  are  characterized  by  the  greatest  sensi- 
tiveness to  motion,  the  colic  is  relieved  by  pressure,  the 
thirst  is  for  long  draughts  at  infrequent  intervals,  and  the 
whole  condition  is  relieved  by  perspiration  We  have  found 
it  a  sovereign  remedy  in  cases  brought  on  by  over-fatigue 
from  any  cause.  The  stools  are  predominantly  brownish  in 
color,  and  are  generally  increased  as  the  day  wears  on,  fre- 
quently culminating  about  0  p.  m. 

Camphor,  in  drop  doses  of  the  tincture,  with  a  drug 
powder  of  .1,  will  warm  up  the  icy -cold  body,  and  snatch 
the  patient  from  complete  collapse,  even  in  cholera.  Not- 
withstanding the  cold  skin,  the  patient  cannot  bear  to  be 
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covered.     This  remedj'^  should  be  used  under  the  above  cir- 
cumstances when  the  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  suddenly  cease. 

Capsicum,  in  1-20  grain  doses,  will  relieve  cases  in  which 
there  is  great  tenesmus,  burning  and  throbbing  in.  the  rec- 
tum, shudderinor  after  drinking*  and  sensation  of  coldness  in 
the  stomach.  There  are  frequently  in  these  cases  yawning 
and  sleeplessness.  Especially  adapted  to  some  cases  of 
dysentery. 

Quininey  in  .01  grain  doses,  is  characterized  by  profuse 
exhausting  stools,  particularly  if  undigested  or  of  blood. 
It  is  one  of  the  best  remedies  in  diarrhoeas  induced  by  eating 
fruit.     The  thirst  is  satisfied  by  small  quantities. 

Colocyathis,  in  one-tifth  drop  doses  of  the  tincture,  of  a 
drug  power  of  .1,  is  rapidly  curative  in  cases  charactei*ized 
by  cutting  colic,  bending  the  patient  double,  great  urging, 
particularly  after  food  or  drink,  great  prostration  and  palor. 

Croton  tiglium,  in  one-fifth  drop  doses  of  the  tincture,  of 
a  drug  power  of  .1,  will  cure  when  the  discharge  is  yellow 
water  and  occurs  with  great  force  in  one  effort,  and  is  es- 
pecially induced  by  taking  food  or  drink.  This  remedy  has 
promptly  relieved  many  cases  of  entero-colitis. 

Ipecacuanha,  in  drop  doses  of  the  tincture,  with  a  drug 
power  of  .1,  is  characterized  ])y  nausea,  vomiting,  violent 
colic,  pallor,  prostration,  and  the  stools  are  predominantly 
very  green. 

Magnesia  carhonica,  in  .01  grain  doses,  should  be  used 
w^hen  the  discharges  resemble  green  scum,  are  exceedingly 
sour-smelling,  and  there  is  great  tenesmus. 

Mercitrius  sub,  corros,,  .01  grain  doses,  is  of  great  service 
in  dysentery  in  which  tenesmus  vesicic  accompanies  the  con- 
stant urging  to  stool,  and  there  is  the  characteristic  perspi- 
ration, nocturnal  aggravation,  and  the  complaints  occur  par- 
ticularly in  damp  w-eather.  Other  preparations  of  mercury 
should  be  studied  differentially 

Muriatic  acid  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  specific  enteric 
fever. 
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Nux  vomica^  in  .01  grain  doses,  should  be  thought  of  in 
eases  following  debauchery,  from  indigestion,  characterized 
by  the  ineffectual  desire  to  stool,  and  worse  in  the  morning 
after  4  o'clock.  They  are  often  accompanied  by  vertigo 
and  excessive  nervousness. 

Opium^  in  one-fifth  drop  doses  of  the  tincture,  is  especially 
useful  in  cases  hiduced  by  fright,  and  in  which  there  is  great 
apathy,  or  the  patients  seem  terrified.  The  discharges  are 
offensive  and  often  involuntary. 

RheuM^  in  drop  doses  of  the  tincture,  with  a  drug  power 
of  .1,  is  useful  in  sour-smelling  diarrhoeas,  with  colic,  tenes 
mus  and  restlessness. 

Sulphur^  in  .01  grain  doses,  will  be  found  of  great  ser- 
vice in  diarrhoeas  which  drive  the  patient  out  of  bed  in  the 
early  morning  and  are  painless,  but  offensive.  They  are 
often  accompanied  with  sinking  at  the  stomach,  as  if  food 
must  be  taken,  great  thirst,  cramps,  offensive  odor  from  the 
''^>^dy,  prostration  and  either  excessive  appetite  or  none  at 
all. 

Veratrum  alburn^  in  drop  doses  of  the  tincture,  with  a 
drug  power  of  i/^,  will  be  found  of  great  service  in  profuse 
discharges,  generally  with  pain,  when  there  is  great 
exhaustion,  cold  perspiration,  cramps,  and  the  skin  remains 
in  folds  on  being  pinched.  It  should  be  thought  of  espec- 
ially in  cholera,  and  its  action  compared  with  that  of  cam- 
phovy  sulphur  and  others. — iV.  Y,  Med.  Times, 


A  PRACTICAL  AND  SIMPLE  WAY  TO  MAKE 
THOROUGH  APPLICATIONS  OF  JPOWDER  TO 
THE  POST-NASAL  REGION. 


Finding  difliculty  in  some  cases  of  making  thorough  ap- 
plications of  powder  to  the  post-nasal  region,  without  cov- 
ering a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  sound  tissue,  Reynders  & 
Co.,  of  New  York  City,  have  made  two  thin  bulbous-pointed 
hard-rubber  tubes,  about  three  and  one-half  inches  lonff,  and 
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in  diameter  tapering  from  one-fourth  of  an  inch  at  base,  to 
one-third  of  an  inch  at  apex,  (the  dimensions  will  depend 
upon  the  size  of  the  nares,  and  it  would  be  well  to  take 
these  measurements  for  the  largest  size),  and  perforated  at 
the  end ;  one  with  an  opening  looking  directly  forward,  and 
the  other  with  three  openings,  one  looking  forward  and  one 
at  each  side  looking  backward. 

The  terminal  opening  in  the  latter  being  one  half  as  large 
as  the  other  two.  The  object  being  that  the  stream  of  pow- 
der will  be  diverted  and  an  equal  amount  directed  through 
the  side  orifices,  thereby  covering  as  much  of  the  upper 
pharynx  and  post-nasal  region  as  is  desired.  The  tubes  can 
be  adapted  too,  anj  made  with  a  thread  so  that  they  can  be 
screwed  upon  the  stopper  part  of  the  powder-blower. 

This  instrument  is  very  simple  and  practical,  and,  if  de- 
sired, patients  can  be  fitted  with  the  proper  size  and  instructed 
how  to  introduce  it  and  follow  treatment  at  home. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  old  way  of  deluging  the 
whole  nasal  tract  with  powder  does  very  often  more  harm 
than  good.  It  is  hoped  by  the  aid  of  these  tubes  to  render 
the  application  of  powder  more  scientific  than  heretofore. 


STATISTICS  OF  MAMMARY  CANCER. 


The  immense  material  accumulated  at  the  Vienna  patho- 
logical institute  has  been  utilized  by  Torok  and  Wittelshofer 
{Arckiv.fur  KHnische  Chii^urgie^  vol  xxv.,  1880)  in  order 
to  determine  some  (juestionable  points  in  relation  to  the  sta- 
tistics of  mammary  carcinoma.  In  72,000  bodies,  of  which 
autopsical  records  were  made  between  the  years  1817  and 
1879,  mammary  cancer  was  found  36()  times,  or  about  one- 
half  per  cent,  of  the  cases.  In  about  30,000  female  corpses 
the  tumors  were  found  in  one  per  cent,  of  all  cases.  In 
perhaps  eight  of  them  sarcoma  may  have  been  present.  Of 
ir)3,  in  w^hich  the  location  of  the  tumor  was  stated,  161  ex- 
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hibited  disease  on  the  right  side,  141  on  the  left,  and  4(5  on 
both  sides.  Three  times  the  disease  was  found  in  verv  old 
men.  The  age  of  the  dead  varied  from  twenty  to  ninety 
years ;  the  majority  of  cases  occurred  between  forty  and 
seventy  years.  In  184  instances  the  patients  had  undergone 
operation  ;  of  this  number  105  were  found  without  metastatic 
deposits.  Of  the  182  who  had  not  been  operated  upon, 
only  41  were  free  from  secondary  nodules.  Secondary 
local  dissemination  was  frequently  found  in  the  adjoining 
integument,  muscles,  glands,  pleuroe.  Very  rarely  distant 
organs  were  found  to  have  become  involved  by  local  exten- 
sion. Thus,  in  the  pericardium,  peritoneum,  and  liver,  such 
secondary  deposits  were  seen  in  only  4wo  cases  of  each. 
Secondary  metastatic  neoplasms,  however,  w-ere  frequent.  In 
the  lymph  glands  they  were  found  192  times,  in  the  respini- 
tory  organs,  132,  in  the  organs  of  digestion,  129,  of  which 
number  127  belonged  to  the  liver. — Centralbh  fur  Chir. 


A  Convenient  and  Delicate  Test  fok  Albimen. — Pour 
a  few  drops  of  urine  gently  down  the  inside  of  a  glass  ve**- 
sel  containing  acidulated  water  at  the  boiling  point.  If  al- 
bumen be  present  a  more  or  less  dense  cloud  will  form  just 
at  the  dividincj  line  between  the  fluid  tested  and  the  clear 
.  water  above.  As  the  contrast  in  opacity  is  between  the  clear 
water  and  the  milky  albuminous  cloud,  the  test  is  very  del- 
icate, one-twentieth  of  one  per  cent,  of  albumen  making  a 
very  per(;eptible  clouding.  It  has  all  the  advantages  of  the 
ordinary  heat  and  acid  test  and  Heller's  nitric  acid  test. 

It  is  even  better  than  the  latter,  in  a  cloudy  fluid  as  iu 
urine,  which  urates  in  excess,  because  the  clear  water  above 
makes  a  perfect  medium  in  which  to  detect  the  faintest  cloud, 
while  the  layer  of  coagulated  albumen  in  Heller's  test  may 
be  entirely  obscured  by  the  opacities  in  the  fluid  itself.  If 
no  test-tube  or  nitric  acid  is  at  hand,  pour  boiling  water  into 
a  common  tumbler,  let  it  stand  a  moment  to  insure  the  heat- 
ing of  the  bottom  of  the  tumbler,  empty,  refill,  acidulate 
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with  vinegar,  and  proceed  as  before.  While  this  is  a  modi- 
fication of  the  heat  and  acid  test,  it  has  the  advantage  of 
being  applicable  under  all  possible  circumstances,  whether 
special  apparatus  is  at  hand  or  not.  It  is  convenient  and 
accurate  in  the  farm-house  as  in  the  laboratory. — Medical 
Record. 


Antiseptics  in  the  Puerpera. — We  have  for  some  time 
pa^t  given  our  preference  almost  exclusively  to  Listerine  as 
an  antiseptic  in  the  puerpera.  We  think  it  has  real  advan- 
tages over  any  other,  while  it  certainly  is  much  more  accept- 
able to  the  patient.  The  objects  to  be  attained  in  the  use  of 
vaginal  washes  after  confinement  are,  first,  to  secure  cleanli- 
ness ;  second,  to  arrest  and  prevent  putrefaction  ;  and  last, 
but  by  no  means  least,  to  promote  early ^  healthy  action  in 
the  lacerated  soft  part — channels  through  which  septic  mat- 
ter may  be  absorbed.  The  importance  of  this  early  repara- 
tive action  cannot  be  overestimated,  as  it  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  with  the  healing  process  once  begun,  septic  virus  is  re- 
pelled, in  lieu  of  being  absorbed,  as  is  the  case  before  healing 
begins  or  when  the  abraded  surfaces  have  taken  on  unhealthy 
action.  We  had  long  employed  carbolic  acid  for  the  pur- 
poses above  enumerated,  but  observing  disagreeable  consti- 
tutional influences  from  its  use,  we  selected  the  Listerine, 
which  has  proven  a  powerful  non-toxic  antiseptic,  promptly 
promoting  the  reparative  process,  and  substituting  an  agree- 
able perfume  for  a  noxious  odor. — Prof,  F,L,  Sim^  M,D,^ 
Memphis  College  Hospital,  in  Mississippi  Valley  Monthly. 


The  question  of  the  purity  of  the  sugar  used  in  the  prep- 
aration of  homcpopathic  medicines  excited  keen  discussion 
at  the  recent  convention  at  Niagara,  and  we  ascertain  that  in 
the  manufacture  of  pellets  the  goods  of  Wm.  Tims,  of  Pat- 
crson,  N.  J.,  are  preferred  for  their  uniform  purity,  and 
noted  for  their  absorbing  qualities. 
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Injfxtions  of  Chloride  of  Lime  for  Snake-Bites.— 
Prof.  Biiiz  in  seventeen  cases  found  that  the  filtered  so- 
lutions of  chloride  of  lime  injected  into  the  place  where 
the  virus  entered,  prevented  any  poisonous  symptoms  ap- 
pearing. The  suggestion  is  made  that  in  cases  of  the 
bites  from  hydrophobic  dogs,  the  same  plans  may  be 
pursued. 


^iictn. 


The  American  Homocopathic  Fharmacopceia,  (second  edition),  has 
been  placed  upon  our  table  by  the  progressive  and  enterprising  firm  of 
Boericke  &  Tafel,  whose  names  are  synonymous  with  the  advance  of 
Homoeopathy  everywhere. 

This  edition  has  been  thoroughly  revised  and  augmented,  by  Joseph  T. 
O'Connor,  M.  D.,  late  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Toxicologj,  and 
former  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Toxicology  in  the  New  York  Homoeo- 
pathic Medical  College. 

Dedicated  **  To  the  Homoeopathic  Profession  of  America,"  it  contaiiLs 
what  thnt  profession  should  be  more  thoroughly  acquainted  with,  than  I 
imagine  most  of  it  is.  As  anatomy  is  the  ground  work  of  the  fin- 
ished surgiciil  operator,  so  is  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  our  school  the  ground 
work  for  a  thorough  and  finished  materia  medicist.  By  studying  its  pre- 
cepts, the  physician  is  enabled  not  only  to  recognize  the  various  medicinal 
substances  employed,  but  also  the  method  of  preparing  them  for  use.  To 
furnish  this  information,  for  our  professional  brethren,  the  publishers  of 
this  volume  have  placed  under  contribution  all  sources  of  information  at- 
tainable, and  in  doing  so  have  contributed  a  most  valuable  work  for  their 
reference  and  study. 

The  work  has  been  planned  "  to  include  all  medicinal  substances  used 
in  homoeopathy,  either  fully  or  partially  proved,  as  well  as  others  in  actual 
use  or  occasional  demand,  to  identify  them  accurately,  to  give  reliable 
working  formulas  for  the  preparation  of  the  chemicals,  and  finally  to  con- 
vert them  into  remedial  agents  in  accordance  with  the  rules  laid  down  by 
Hahnemann." 

Rules  are  given  for  the  careful  selection  of  the  remedies  employed, 
their  safe  preservation  in  appropriate  bottles  and  glasses,  and  the  various 
processes  of  preparing  them  for  physicians'  use.  The  tests  of  purity  of 
water,  alcohol,  sugar  of  milk,  etc.,  etc.,  are  given  with  great. care  and  dis- 
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linctness.  The  procuring  of  fresh  plants,  the  manipulations  required  to 
free  them  from  impurities,  and  the  preparation  of  potencies  or  attenua- 
tions are  given  with  commendable  precision  and  clearness. 

The  proportions  of  measure  and  weight  in  the  preparation  of  tinc- 
tures, solutions,  potencies,  and  triturations  are  arranged  in  classes,  and 
attention  called  to  the  same  under  each  medicine. 

Taking  It  altogether,  the  second  edition  of  this  work  is  a  decided  im- 
provement upon  its  predecessor,  and  should  be  in  the  library  of  every  in- 
telligeat  and  progressive  practitioner  for  occasional  study  and  ready  ref- 
erence. I  have  spent  hours  in  its  perusal,  and  each  time  I  close  the 
volume.  It  is  done  with  information  acquired  and  satisfaction  experienced 
in  conning  over  the  rich  mine  of  pharmaceutical  knowledge  it  possesses. 
Every  homoeopath  that  practices  his  profession  will  find  in  this  volume 
enough  to  repay  him  a  hundred  times  over  the  price  of  the  work. 

The  report  of  Thk  Missouri  Univkrsity  Catalogue,  being  the  for- 
ty-flrst  announcemenf  of  that  excellent  and  honorable  institution,  is  laid 
upon  our  table.  In  perusing  this  Report  we  are  pleased  to  observe  the 
success  and  prosperity  that  is  attending  the  University,  and  we  are  sure 
that  under  the  Presidency  of  Dr.  Samuel  S.  Laws,  A.  M.,  M.  I).,  LL.  D., 
it  will  attain  to  that  eminence  mapped  out  by  its  wise  and  benevolent 
founders. 

The  Opium  Habit,  and  its  successful  treatnient  by  the  Avena  Sateva^ 
by  E.  H.  M.  Sell,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  &c.,  &c.,  with  the  compliments  of  the  author 
is  received,  and  we  take  pleasure  in  testifying  our  appreciation  of  the  in- 
vestigations and  deductions  therein  given.  We  have  taken  our  oats  at  the 
matutinal  meal  for  a  series  of  years,  and  have  no  hankering  as  yet  for  the 
"  Opium  habit." 

Microscopical  Diagnoses,  by  Prof  Chas.  H.  Stowell,  M.  D.,  of  the 
Michigan  University,  makes  its  welcome  appearance  to  our  drawer.  The 
work  is  a  valuable  one  for  the  student,  practitioner  and  scientist.  In  his 
preface,  the  author  states,  the  following  **  scientific  work  does  not  unfit  a 
man  for  practical  work,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  prophesy  that  the  physician 
of  the  future  must  be  a  scientific  man  or  he  will  not  be  called  a  practical 
man."  He  makes  the  study  of  this  importjint  branch  so  easy  that  the 
average  physician  is  enabled  to  manipulate  a  microscope  sufficiently  well 
for  use  in  the  diagnosis  of  many  diseases,  which  without  it  are  clouded 
with  uncertainty.  It  is  largely  illustrated  and  well  worthy  to  be  received 
upon  our  library-  shelves  everywhere.  Published  by  G.  S.  Davis,  Detroit, 
Mich.    Price  $3.00 

The  first  number  of  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association^ 
edited  by  N  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  is  just  laid  upon  our  table.  The  repu- 
tation of  the  editor  as  a  man  of  culture  and  experience  in  his  profession 
bespeaks  for  this  journal  a  large  circulation  among  the  faithful. 
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dilor's   lli[2ttr^ 


The  Missouri  State  Board  of  Health  met  on  Wednesday,  A'jgnst 
1st,  at  the  Southern  Hotel,  in  this  cit)',  and  organized  by  tlie  election  of 
Dr.  E.  H.  Gregory,  of  St.  Louis,  President;  Dr.  J.  C.  Heame,  Secretary. 
Dr.  J.  C.  Miller,  of  Hannibal;  Dr.  H.  M.  Hereford,  of  Kansas  City;  Dr. 
P.  D.  Yost,  of  St.  Louis,  and  Dr.  G.  T.  Bartlett,  of  Poplar  Bluff,  were  also 
present.  Dr.  John  T.  Rauch,  of  the  Hlinois  State  Board  of  Health,  lent 
his  presence  to  the  occasion.  Dr.  P.  D.  Yost,  of  St.  Louis,  was  elected 
Treasurer.  The  bonds  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were  fixed  at  #5000 
each.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  rent  an  office  for  the  business  of 
the  Board. 

The  Board  adopted  the  Hlinois  mininuim  requirement  of  medical  col- 
leges, as  follows,  viz : 

Pirst. — Condition  of  admission  to  lecture  courses:  1.  Creditable  cer- 
tificates of  good  moral  standing.  2.  Diplomas  of  graduation  from  a  good 
literary  and  scientific  college,  or  high  school;  or,  lacking  this,  3.  A  thor- 
ough examination  in  the  branches  of  a  good  English  education,  includiug 
mathematics,  English  composition,  and  elementary'  physics  or  natural  phi- 
losophy. This  provision  will  not  be  required  before  the  close  of  the  lec- 
ture sessions  of  1888. 

Second. — 1.  Anatomy;  2.  Physiology;  3.  Chemistry;  4.  Materia  Med- 
ica  and  Therapeutics;  5.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine ;  C.  Pathology; 
7.  Surgery;  8.  Obstetrics  and  Gynaecology :  9.  Hygiene;  10.  Medical  Ju- 
risprudence. 

Third. — Length  of  Graduating  Courses :  1.  The  time  occupied  in  the 
regular  course  or  sessions  from  which  students  are  graduated,  shall  not  be 
less  than  five  months,  or  twenty  weeks  each;  2.  Two  full  courses  of  lec- 
tures, not  within  one  and  the  same  year  of  time,  shall  be  required  for 
graduation  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Fourth. — Atttendance  and  examination  or  quizzes:  1.  Regular  attend- 
ance during  the  entire  lecture  courses  shall  be  required,  allowance  being 
made  only  for  absence  occasioned  by  the  student's  sickness,  such  absence 
not  to  exceed  20  per  cent,  of  the  course.  2.  Regular  examinations  or 
quizzes  to  be  made  by  each  lecturer  or  professor,  daily,  or  at  least  twice 
each  w^eek.  3.  Final  examinations  on  all  branches  to  be  conducted,  when 
practicable,  by  other  competent  examiners  than  the  professors  in  each 
branch. 

Fifth. — Dissections,  Clinics  and  Hospital  Attendance :  1.  Each  student 


J 


Editor^s  Drawer.  317 

shall  have  dissected  during  two  courses.  2.  Attendance  during  at  least 
two  terms  of  Clinical  and  Hospital  instruction  shall  be  required. 

Sixth. — Time  of  professional  studies  before  graduating  shall  not  be 
less  than  three  full  years,  including  the  time  spent  with  a  precepter,  atten- 
dance upon  lectures,  or  at  clinics  and  hospital. 

Seventh. — Instruction:  The  College  must  show  that  it  has  a  sufficient 
and  competent  corps  of  instructors,  and  the  necessary  facilities  for  teach- 
ing, dissections,  clinics,  etc. 

The  Board  resolved  to  cooperate  with  the  Mississippi  Sanitary  Council. 

Perfect  harmony  prevailed  throughout  the  entire  meeting,  and  all  per- 
sonal differences  and  differences  of  schools  were  laid  aside  for  the  time 
in  an  effort  to  serve  the  public. 

In  a  Late  No.  of  the  Medical  Counsellor,  we  observe  that  the  reg- 
ular annual  reorganization  of  the  Homoepathlc  College  of  the  Michigan 
University  has  talien  place.  Dr.  H.  C.  Allen  has  been  continued  lecturer 
for  the  third  year,  which,  to  say  the  least,  shows  something  radically 
wrong,  either  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Allen,  or  on  that  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 
Prof.  A.  C.  Cowperthwalte,  of  the  Iowa  University,  who  was  appointed  to 
the  Chair  of  Gynaecology,  at  first  accepted,  and  then  after  second  thought, 
declined.  Dr.  E.  C.  Walton,  of  Ohio,  was  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Sur- 
gery, made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Prof.  Franlclin,  who  returns  to 
his  old  home,  St.  Louis,  to  resume  his  professional  labors.  Verily,  the 
Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice,  who  Is  **  sole  possessor  of  the  field,", 
finds  his  procrustean  bed  too  short  to  accommodate  his  selected  co-labor- 
ers. Why  not  appoint  Dr.  Phil.  Porter,  of  Detroit,  to  the  vacant  Chair  of 
Gynaecology?  He  is  an  expert  operator,  successful  practitioner,  and  alto- 
gether the  right  man  In  the  right  place,  and  would  bring  credit  to  the  Uni- 
versity as  a  successful  surgeon.  He  is  the  prominent  gynaecologist  of  the 
Stiite  of  Michigan.  Possibly  his  liberal  views  of  **  dose,"  does  not  suit 
the  **hlgh  "  proclivities  of  the  powers  that  be. 

It  win  be  observed  that  In  the  appointment  of  the  Faculty  of  the 
Homoeopathic  Depa  tment  of  the  University  of  Nebraska,  only  home  talent 
was  secured,  and  all  goes  on  swimmingly.  Would  It  not  be  well,  after  so 
bright  an  example,  for  the  University  of  Michigan  to  follow  suit?  We  are 
Inclined  to  think  so. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Franklin,  late  Profess6r  of  Surgery  In  the  Homoeopathic 
College  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  has  returned  to  St.  Louis  to  prac- 
tice his  profession,  at  No.  2648  Olive,  two  doors  from  the  corner  of  Beau- 
mont Street. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Ehrmann  and  wife,  of  St.  Louis,  h«ave  joined  the  army  of 
summer  tourists,  for  the  beautiful  and  healthful  lakes  of  Wisconsin,  to 
spend  a  few  weeks  and  to  obtain  that  needed  rest  that  rightfully  belongs 
to  the  overworked  physician .  Bon  voyage  and  a  delightful  trip  to  you 
both. 
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**  Medicine  in  Minnesota." — Under  the  above  caption,  while  writing 
of  the  recent  victories  for  our  school  in  Lincoln  and  in  Michigan,  our 
friend  Duncan,  of  the  iV.  8.  Med.  Invest. ^  labors  under  a  great  mistake. 
That  the  Regents  of  all  our  State  institutions  always  "  stand  ready  to  listen 
to  our  demands,"  is  not  entirely  true ;  especially  so  in  the  case  referred 
to  by  our  fraternal  scribe.  The  fact  is,  the  "  Northern  Asylum  bill,"  to 
which  he  refers,  and  which  gives  to  homoeopathy  the  charge  of  this  grand 
institution,  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  which 
has  always  been  ready  **to  listen  to  our  demands"  whenever  properly 
brought  before  them.  It  is  true  tliat  several  of  the  homoeopathic  physicians 
of  the  State  were  prominent  in  getting  the  bill  before  the  legislature  most 
notably.  Dr.  F.  Woodruff,  of  Detroit;  but  no  one  took  a  more  active  and 
conspicuous  part  in  finally  securing  its  passage,  than  Dr.  I.  N.  Eldridge, 
of  Flint,  and  to  him,  more  than  all  others,  is  due  the  success  of  the  meas- 
ure. He  also  labored  in  season  and  out  of  season,  and  finally  secured  the 
appropriation  before  the  legislature,  that  gave  the  Homoeopathic  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  the  additional  chair  of  **  Gynecology  and  the  dis- 
eases of  children."  An  erroneous  Impression  has  been  going  the  rounds 
of  the  medical  press  that  these  triumphs  of  homoeopathy  in  Michigan, 
were  the  result  of  the  labors  of  others,  omitting  Dr.  Eldridge's  name 
entirely ;  while  the  fact  is,  no  one  man  in  Michigan  has  done  more  success- 
ful work  for  homoeopathy,  both  before  the  legislature  and  the  Board  of 
Regents,  than  Dr.  I.  N.  Eldridge.  "  Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due,"  is  our 
motto. 

While  Drs.  Arndt,  Grant,  Woodruff,  Gilchrist,  Sawyer  and  Franklin, 
lent  their  Influence  and  aid  to  the  movement,  we  accord  to  Dr.  Eldridge 
the  lion's  share  of  the  good  work  done  for  Homoeopathy  in  this  direction. 
It  Is  a  grand  triumph  for  our  cause,  and  should  be  so  regarded  by  the 
Profession. — [Ed. 

Asiatic  Cholera. — The  invasion  of  our  shores  bv  Cholera  in  former 
years,  to  those  whose  duties  called  them  in  close  relation  to  this  dreaded 
disease,  arouses  the  most  serious  apprehensions  for  the  welfare  of  our 
people.  Alarm  Is  already  felt  In  England,  France  and  Spain,  and  rigid 
quarantine  regulations  are  In  force.  It  Is  interesting  to  observe,  that  un- 
der the  most  cruel  advances  of  this  disease,  homoeopathy  first  pointed  out 
the  ino'st  efficient  remedies  for  its  treatment,  and  except  In  those  cases 
where  its  violence  and  rapidity  prevent  all  opportunities  for  treatment, 
the  success  that  has  followed  homoeopathic  remedies  when  judiciously  em- 
ployed, has  robbed  the  contagion  of  most  of  its  terror.  Our  Boards  of 
Health,  especially  in  our  sea-port  cities,  should  be  alive  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  times  and  use  all  preventive  measures  to  protect  the  people  from  this 
terrible  scourge.  Cleanliness  everywhere  should  be  rigidly  enforced:  the 
greatest  precautions  should  be  used  by  owners  and  oflUcers  of  emigrant  ves- 
sels, to  prevent  the  overcrowding  of  human  freight,  and  close  quarantine 
should  be  the  rule.  Later  reports  however,  show  that  the  disease  is  los- 
ing the  virulency  that  marked  its  progress  in  the  beginning,  and  deaths 
from  its  attacks  are  less  frequent  than  at  its  commencement. 
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Detroit,  Aug,  10,  1888. 
St.  Louis  Clinical  Review: 

"  Honor  to  Whom  Honor  is  Du>.." — **  Better  late  than  never." — 
In  your  July  No.,  I  see  a  slip  In  the  **  Editor's  Drawer,"  under  the  head 
of  **  Homoeopathy  In  Michigan,"  which  gives  the  credit  of  "  drafting  the 
bill  and  lobbying  therefor,"  to  two  doctors  here,  which  gave  the  Northern 
Insane  Asylum  to  the  Homceopnths,  etc.  Of  course  you  copied  a  mistaken 
article  from  the  Detroit  Evening  News,  The  facts  are,  the  two  gentlemen 
gentlemen  named  in  that  article,  had  less  influence  in  the  matter  than  sev- 
eral others.  Hon.  H.  N.  Walker  drew  up  the  bill  for  me.  My  brother, 
Hon.  H.  Woodruff,  a  member  of  the  house,  introduced  it,  and  Prof.  Frank- 
lin and  his  friends  helped  fight  it  through.  To  Prof.  Franklin  we  owe 
much  for  its  success,  and  he  can  tell  you  all  about  it.     Yours  truly, 

F.  Woodruff. 

Limitations  of  thb  Homocopathic  Law. — Dr,  H.  Thomas  writes  to 
Dr.  Alfred  C.  Pope,  apropos  of  the  latter  gentleman's  recent  remarks  on 
this  subject  in  the  Homoeopathic  World,  that  he  can  at  the  present  moment 
recall  two  instances  of  the  treatment  of  gall  stones  by  small  doses  of 
medicine,  both  of  which  were  promptly  relieved  by  hydrastis  canadensis, 
fluid  extract,  in  drop  doses.  One  of  these  patients  has  never  suffered 
from  gall  stones  since  taking  the  remedy,  now  five  years  since. 

We  have  received  a  postal  from  Dr.  Belle  Shotwell,  114  South  Adams 
street,  Peoria,  111.,  announcing  the  fact  of  her  appointment  to  take  charge 
of  the  **  Home  for  Aged  Women,"  in  that  city.  Thus  Is  homoeopathy  ac- 
cepted by  the  people  wherever  its  virtues  and  curative  Influences  become 
known.    We  congratulate  the  good  people  of  Peoria  in  their  appointment. 

The  following,  among  other  orders  that  are  continually  pouring  In 
upon  us,  shows  how  the  "  Cunical  Review  "  Is  esteemed  and  subscribed 
for  by  the  profession:  ** Please  send  to  my  address  a  sample  copy  of  the 
Review,  and  oblige,  yours,  &c.,  L.  B.  Allen,  M.  D.,  Hlllsboro,  Iowa." 
We  thank  the  doctor  and  forward  a  copy. 

Dr.  C.  N.  Hart,  of  Denver,  Col.,  has  written  for  the  Denver  Tribuney 
a  pungent  article,  entitled  "  Whom  do  they  fear?  "  In  which  he  berates 
without  mercy,  the  conceit  and  Ignorance  of  the  **  regulars,"  touching  the 
utter  lack  of  culture  and  common-school  knowledge  shown  by  many  ap- 
plicants for  examination  before  the  Navy  Medical  Board.  From  our  own 
personal  knowledge  we  could  add  to  the  above  some  experience  had  In  the 
appointment  of  graduates  of  regular  medicine,  to  the  district  schools  of 
Illinois  and  other  states  that  we  know  of. 

Applications  of  Students  for  matriculation  into  the  Homoeopathic 
Medical  College  of  Missouri,  are  more  numerous  than  at  any  previous  year 
of  its  organization.  This  bespeaks  a  large  class  for  our  College  and  a 
more  general  appreciation  of  the  superior  advantages  offered  to  the  stu- 
dent in  the  great  educational  center  of  St.  Louis. 
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Dr.  Ern8T  Crutcher,  late  of  Louisiana,  Mo.,  has  located  perma- 
nently In  Nashville,  Tenn.  Failure  of  health  Is  assigned  as  the  cause  of 
the  doctor's  removal  to  a  more  congenial  clime.  He  has  taken  up  hi? 
office  and  residence  at  No.  646  Broad  street,  (West  End). 

Dr.  S.  B.  Parsons,  of  this  city.  Is  spending  a  few  weeks  of  the  sum- 
mer months  at  his  cottage,  near  Lake  Mlnnetouka,  Minn.  The  bracing 
and  Invigorating  air  of  the  north,  w^e  hope,  will  reinstate  his  depressed 
energies,  and  return  him  to  his  duties,  strengthened  for  the  year's  labors 
before  him. 

Dr.  Wm.  Collisson,  of  Easton  Avenue,  and  his  family,  have  returned 
from  their  summer  vacation  among  the  lake  breezes  of  northern  Wis- 
consin. 

Prof.  P.  G.  Valkntink  is  still  rusticating  at  that  charming  and  de- 
lightful spot.  Lake  Mlnnetonka,  where  so  many  of  the  wealthy  citizens  of 
St.  Louis  spend  their  hours  of  ease,  fishing,  sailing,  and  enjoying  the 
"  otium  dim  dignitaUy'*^  of  relief  from  the  cares  and  disquietudes  of  busi- 
ness. 

Medical  Students  are  conning  over  the  various  announcements 
spread  broadcast  over  the  country,  and  arranging  for  their  future  courses 
of  lectures.  Let  them  bear  In  mind  the  superior  and  manifold  clinical  ad- 
vantages St.  Louis  affords  for  a  thorough  and  practical  educatiou.  Few 
colleges  possess  more  attractions  for  <*  the  higher  medical  education," 
which  Includes  both  theoretical  and  practical  work,  than  does  the  old 
Homosopathic  Medical  College  of  Misiaouri,  in  this  city. 

American  Public  Health  Association.— The  next  session  of  this 
national  body  will  be  held  at  Detroit,  commencing  November  Ifitli.  It  Is 
hoped  that  members  of  our  profession  will  turn  out  on  this  occasion  and 
do  yeoman's  work  in  the  Interest  of  public  health. 

A  New  School  of  Homoeopathy  has  been  recently  established  in  Cal- 
cutta, to  meet  the  growing  needs  of  the  people.  In  regard  to  the  wider 
dissemination  of  the  Therapeutics  of  Homojopathy,  which  is  recognized 
as  the  most  advanced  and  rational  system  of  healing.  Lectures  will  be 
delivered  on  the  following  branches,  viz:  Principles  and  Practice  of  Med- 
icine, by  M.  M.  Bose,  M.  D.,  L.  R.  C.  P.  of  Ediuburg.  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics,  by  P.  C.  Mojumbar,  L.  M.  S.  Principles  of  General 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  B.  L.  Bose,  L.  M.  S. 

Dr.  T.  G.  Comstock,  the  well-known  physician  and  sui^on  of  St. 
Louis,  his  estimable  wife  and  sister,  have  left  for  their  usual  summer  tour. 
They  will  take  in  the  important  summer  retreats  of  the  Alleghanles,  Wash- 
ington, Baltimore,  and  the  bathing  and  watering  resorts  of  the  Atlantic 
coast,  and  return  by  the  northern  route  home.  We  wish  them  a  happy 
time  and  a  propitious  journey. 


u 
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ABDOMINAL  INTERSTITIAL  FIBROID. 


BY  E.  C.  FRANKLIM,  M.  D.,  ST.  LOUIS. 


Mrs.  J.  B.,  age  40,  Mackinac,  Mich.,  entered  the  Univer- 
sity Homoeopathic  Hospital,  May  8th,  1883.  Family  history 
good,  but  the  patient  has  never  been  a  woman  of  strong 
constitution  and  has  been  subject  to  frequent  recurring  pains 
in  her  right  side  since  she  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  The 
pains  would  become  so  violent  at  times  as  to  demand  the 
most  prompt  and  efficient  treatment,  and  oftentimes  it  would 
take  hours  to  subdue  them  under  the  most  heroic  treatment, 
of  the  regular  !  system .  , 

Menstruated  first  at  13,  and  at  14  years  of  age  was  mar- 
ried ;  bore  six  children,  the  youngest  being  one  year  of  age 
and  the  eldest  13.  About  five  years  ago  patient  first  noticed 
**  a  lump  "  in  the  right  ovarian  region,  following  an  attack 
of  intermittent  fever,  which  has  gradually  increased  in  size 
and  extending  upwards,  so  that  its  upper  border  lies  close 
under  the  ribs  of  that  side.  It  fills  the  entire  space  from 
the  pubes  up  to  and  under  the  floating  ribs.  She  had  been 
treated  by  a  number  of  physicians,  for  hypertrophy  of  the 
liver,  abscess,  &c.,  &c.,  scarcely  two  diagnosing  the  growth 
alike.  As  the  tumor  increased  in  size  the  pains  increased  in 
severity,  being  of  a  sharp,  shooting  character,  running  up- 
ward  and   backward   toward   the  spine,  and  deep  into  the 


322  St,  Louis  Clinical  Review. 

groin,  occurring  periodically  but  without  regularity,  and  last- 
ing two  or  three  days  at  a  time.  For  about  twenty-four 
hours  preceding  the  pains  the  patient  complained  of  feeling 
chilly,  with  a  general  sensation  of  malaise. 

About  six  weeks  ago,  patient  had  a  very  severe  attack  of 
pain,  &c.,  which  continued  for  five  weeks.  During  this  at- 
tack the  physician  in  attendance  diagnosed  the  case  * 'ovarian 
tumor." 

Menses  have  always  been  quite  regular,  excepting  the  last 
two  periods,  when  they  became  scanty,  changed  in  color  and 
quantity,  and  passed  with  considerable  pain  at  intei*vals  dur- 
ing the  flow.  During  pregnancy  these  pains  were  greatly 
modified  in  intensity  and  frequency.  Patient  says  the  pains 
were  not  aggravated  during  the  menstrual  epoch,  but  thinks 
the  aggravation  always  occurred  between  the  usual  men- 
strual activities. 

Physical  Signs. — Upon  palpation,  the  tumor  is  found  to 
be  hard,  smooth,  fixed  and  very  sensitive,  especially  during 
the  painful  periods.  The  patient  is  positive  that  the  growth 
increases  in  size  during  the  periods  of  pain  and  decreases 
again  when  the  pains  disappear.  During  the  last  six  mouths 
the  patient  has  been  suffering  with  night  sweats,  which  have 
broken  down  her  vital  condition,  and  as  a  consequence  she 
is  exceedingly  weak  and  emaciated,  so  that  she  was  compelled 
to  be  removed  from  the  depot  to  the  hospital  on  a  stretcher. 
Immediately  upon  entering  the  hospital  and  after  an  exami- 
nation of  her  case  was  had,  she  was  given  china  every  three 
hours,  until  the  next  visit  of  the  attending  surgeon. 

Clinical  Examination. — About  a  week  after  her  entrance 
into  the  hospital,  the  patient  was  well  enough  to  enter  clinic 
for  examination,  etc.,  before  the  class,  and  the  following 
facts  were  elicited : 

The  patient  was  placed  upon  the  operating  table,  first  up- 
on her  back,  and  second  in  Sims'  position ;  while  upon  her 
back,  inspection^  mensuration^  and  palpation  were  gone 
throujjh  with,  and  the  differentiation  made  between  ovarian 
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dropsy  and  kindred  diseases  that  simulate  the  former.  After 
I  had  arrived  at  a  pretty  conclusive  opinion  by  the  evidences 
presented,  I  went  through  the  various  manipulations  fur- 
nished by  **  the  touch,"  first  by  the  *'  vagina ;  "  second,  by 
**  bi-manual  manipulation  ;  "  third,  by  the  *'  rectum  ;  " 
fourth,  by  the  ''bladder;"  and  fifth,  by  the  use  of  the 
**  sound."  A  careful  examination  confirmed  me  in  the 
opinion  that  the  growth  was  an  interstitial  peritoneal  fibroid, 
which  was  endorsed  by  Dr.  Wilson,  one  of  my  colleagues. 
The  patient  was  then  removed  to  her  bed  in  the  female  ward, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  pathological  and  other  symptoms 
developed  during  the  examination,  I  ordered  arsenicum  6x 
trit.,  three  times  a  day.  The  patient  to  be  well  nursed,  and 
due  attention  given  to  dietetic  and  hygienic  regulations. 
Within  one  week  the  tumor  began  gradually  to  decrease,  and 
in  four  weeks  it  had  diminished  fully  one-half.  Under  the 
remedy  her  gastric  symptoms  passed  away.  The  patient 
increased  in  flesh  and  was  able  to  walk  about  the  ward.  A 
few  doses  of  sulphur  were  given  from  time  to  time,  and  the 
arsenicum  continued  during  occasional  intervals.  At  this 
time,  it  being  near  the  close  of  the  term.  Prof.  Cowperth- 
waite  paid  us  a  visit  and  I  showed  him  the  case,  for  his 
opinion,  which  he  gave  me  unhesitatingly,  and  approved  of 
the  treatment  pursued.  I  asked  his  opinion  about  operating 
for  its  removal,  but  he  discountenanced  operative  interfer- 
ence. Dr.  Phil.  Porter,  one  of  the  shining  lights  in  the 
gynecological  firmament,  of  our  school,  called  upon  me  a 
few  days  thereafter,  and  he  also,  upon  careful  examination, 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  peritoneal  fibroid,  and 
owing  to  the  fact  of  the  woman's  great  improvement  so  far, 
counselled  a  continuation  of  the  treatment  and  opposed  op- 
erative interference.  Before  1  left  Ann  Arbor,  the  growth 
had  diminished  to  the  size  of  a  small  lemon,  and  all  the  con- 
ditions of  the  patient  were  constantly  improving,  and  since 
my  return  to  St.  Louis,  1  learn  from  the  patient,  who  has 
returned  to  her  home  in  Mackinac,  that  her  health  is  better 
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than  ever,  and  that  she  now  has,  as  she  expresses  it,  only  an 
**  apology  for  a  lump  m  her  side."  This  case  is  interesting 
in  two  points  of  view ;  first,  as  to  the  diagnosis,  which  cer- 
tainly was  one  of  considerable  confusion,  and  second,  that 
it  was  cured  by  the  use  of  a  single  remedy,  and  not  of  a 
**  high  potency,"  either.  I  gave  this  medicine  more  from 
the  general  pathological  indications  of  the  patient,  rather 
than  from  the  fact  of  the  tumor  alone  and  the  symptoms 
evolving  from  it,  and  the  sequel  proves  the  accuracy  of  the 
practice, 


SANGUINARIA   IN   DISEASES   OF  THE  NOSE  AND 

THROAT. 


Sanguinaria  has  an  important  influence  on  the  nasal  mu- 
cous merabmne.  I  have  seen  it  cure  a  number  of  fluent  co- 
ryzas.  It  seems  to  act  best  in  cases  which  affect  particularly 
the  right  nostril,  and  are  accompanied  by  much  sneezing. 
Such  cases  often  yield  quickly  to  inhalation  through  the  nose 
of  the  dust  arising  from  shaki)ig  a  small  quantity  of  san- 
guinarin  in  a  bottle ;  the  inhalation  to  be  repeated  at  inter- 
vals of  three  or  four  hours. 

Periodic  coryzas  of  all  soii:s,  from  rose-cold  to  autumnal 
catarrh,  if  possessing  the  characteristic  conditions  for  San- 
guinaria, will  be  cured  by  it.  These  are  copious,  acrid, 
burning,  watery  discharge  from  the  nose,  causing  an  inde- 
scribable rawness  of  the  schneiderian  membrane,  with  loss 
of  sense  of  smell,  frequent  sneezing,  all  the  symptoms 
worse  on  the  right  side.  If  the  conjunctiva  be  similarly  af- 
fected, or  if  intestinal  disorders  alternate  with  the  nasal 
symptoms,  Sanguinaria  is  specifically  denoted. 

Non-syphilitic  ozo^na  will  often  yield  readily  to  sanguin- 
aria. In  these  cases  it  is  always  necessary  to  cleanse  the 
nose  thoroughly,  at  least  once  a  day,  in  order  tljat  the  med- 
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icine  may  come  in  direct  contact  with  the  ulcei'ated  tissue. 
When  possible  to  command  the  regular  attendance  of  the 
patient,  I  prefer  to  apply  the  medicine  personally,  by  means 
of  a  spray  producer. 

Nasal  polypi  are  either  hyperplasise  of  the  mucous  lining 
(mucous  polypi),  or  a  proliferation  of  connective  tissue 
(fibrous  polypi),  or  a  gro\^^h  of  a  jelly-like  substance  (gel- 
atinous polypi)  ;  and  they  occur  in  frequency  in  the  order 
named.  In  the  first  and  last  varieties  Sanguinaria  is  an  ex 
cellent  remedy,  especially  in  the  former.  The  freshly  pow- 
dered root,  or  sanguinarin,  may  be  used  as  a  snuff,  several 
times  a  day ;  but  I  much  prefer  the  nitrate  of  Sanguinaria. 
This  substance  is  too  pungent  if  used  in  full  strength  ;  and 
it  should  be  thoroughly  triturated  with  nine  parts  of  gran- 
ulated sugar.  Even  then  it  is  apt  to  cause  unpleasant  burn- 
ing in  the  nostrils.  The  following  case  nicely  shows  its 
usefuhiess. 

Miss  M.  R  B ,  aged  nineteen,  a  healthy,  apple- 
cheeked,  English  girl,  had  been  troubled  with  an  uncomfort- 
able feeling  in  her  nose  for  more  than  a  year.  There  was 
at  all  times  a  sense  of  fullness  in  the  right  nostril,  but  in 
damp  weather  it  seemed  completely  occluded.  An  exami- 
nation showed  a  mucous  polypus  adherent  to  the  septal 
membrane,  nearly  filling  the  arch  of  the  passage,  and  hang- 
ing downward  into  the  posterior  iiares.  The  internal  ad- 
ministration of  Tencrium  and  the  iodine  of  lime  produced 
no  apparent  effect.  She  was  then  given  an  ounce  of  the 
nitrate  of  Sanguinaria,  first  decimal  trituration,  in  a  two 
ounce  bottle,  with  orders  to  shake  the  bottle  and  snuff  the 
dust  thoroughly  up  the  right  nostril,  every  three  hours. 
The  effect  was  slow,  but  in  the  end  most  gratifying.  In  two 
months  the  polypus  had  entirely  disappeared,  and  the  nasal 
membrane  was  healthy  and  has  remained  so. 

I  have  never  had  a  case  of  polypus  in  the  ear  to  treat ; 
but  in  the  mucous  variety  I  should  certainly  begin  with  the 
nitrate  of  Sanguinaria      There  is  no  question  that  this  rem- 
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edy'not  only  removes  the  growth  but  cures  the  tendency 
(dj^scrasia)  that  produced  it.  How  much  better  this  is  than 
rudely  tearing  the  tumor  off,  by  means  of  forceps,  leaving 
a  lacerated  and  diseased  membrane,  as  the  basis  for  a  new 
growth.  Better  certainly  for  the  patient ;  although  the  phy- 
sician will  not  receive  as  much  praise  from  the  patient's 
friends,  for  skillful  therapeutics,  as  the  surgeon  would  for 
dextrous  manipulation.  There  may  be  even  doubts  that 
there  was  an}?^  polypus,  unless  it  can  be  shown  in  a  little 
bottle. 

It  may  be  merely  a  curious  coincidence,  but  I  have  never 
been  able  to  cure  polypi  in  the  left  nostril  with  Sanguinaria. 
There  is  a  peculiar  right-sidedness  running  through  the  path- 
ogenesis of  this  remedy  and  its  analocrue  Chelidoniam. 
Both  affect  the  right  side  of  the  head,  the  right  nostril,  the 
right  lung,  the  liver,  the  muscles  on  the  right  side  of  the 
back,  and  the  right  heart. 

In  diseases  of  the  buccal  cavity  you  will  occasionally  have 
use  for  Sanguinaria.  Epulis,  from  its  analogy  to  polypus, 
you  will  remember  in  this  connection  That  simple  but  an- 
noying trouble,  gumboil,  when  not  caused  by  caries  is  con- 
trolled by  this  remedy  ;  as  is  also  general  inflammation  of 
the  gums  (gingivitis),  when  they  become  swollen,  spongy, 
and,,  bleed  easily.  Toothache,  when  the  pain  is  aggravated 
by  cold  drinks  and  relieved  by  warm,  may  be  cured  by  this 
remedy.  In  all  these  conditions  1  use  the  third  decimal  trit- 
uration of  the  nitrate  of  Sanguinaria. 

Passing  back  to  the  softer  tissues  of  the  pharyngeal  cav- 
ity we  meet  a  similar  •  ulcerative  condition,  which  yields  to 
the  same  treatment. 

The  ordinary  idiopathic,  catarrhal  sore  throat,  involving 
frequently  the  entire  mucous  membrane  of  the  pharyngeal 
cavity,  is  without  doubt  often  mistakenly  diagnosed  a& 
diphtheria,  on  account  of  the  tough  whitish  exudation 
which  will  sometimes  appear  on  various  parts  of  the 
fauces   especially  about  the   tonsils.      Even   epidemics  of 
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simple  sore-throat  occur,  and  these  are  still  more  likely  to 
confound  the  inexperienced  or  careless  physician ;  but  the 
fact  that  these  cases  are  not  followed  by  paresis  and  albu- 
minuria is  a  sufficient  index  of  their  true  character.  There 
are  many  remedies  for  this  condition,  and  among  them  San- 
guinaria. This  remedy  is  specifically  indicated  when  the 
throat  feels  as  if  it  had  been  scalded  by  drinking  something 
hot.  The  throat  is  dry  and  tense ;  the  dryness  is  unrelieved 
by  drinking,  and  the  tension  causes  a  sensation  us  if  the 
throat  was  about  to  split.  Dmwing.  cool  air  over  the  heated 
membrane  (breathing  with  the  mouth  open)  gives  the  pa- 
tient CTeat  satisfaction.  These  disasrreeable  feelino:s  are  all 
worse  on  the  right  side.  In  cases  of  this  sort  I  have  seen  a 
mild  gargle  of  sanguinarin,  one  grain  to  the  ounce,  rapidly 
disperse  all  the  uncomfortable  sensations. 

Follicular  sore-throat,  the  form  so  common  among  clergy- 
men and  others  who  use  the  voice  unduly,  is  more  frequently 
a  pharyngeal  than  a  laryngeal  complaint,  although  old  cases 
are  apt  to  involve  both  organs  in  a  common  misery,  no  mat- 
ter which  was  the  seat  of  the  original  lesion.  Although  by 
no  means  so  frequently  called  for  as  some  other  remedies, 
sanguinaria  will  cure  this  condition  when  the  membrane  is 
red  and  shining,  and  the  burning  pain  seems  to  extend  back- 
ward and  downward  from  the  pharynx  into  the  stomach. 
The  presence  of  the  symptoms  indicated  just  now  when 
speaking  of  ordinaiy  sore  throat  will  also  confirm  the  pro- 
priety of  using  it  here.  If  possible  I  like  to  apply  it  by 
means  of  a  spray  producer,  and  I  have  a  particular  penchant 
for  the  nitrate  of  Sanguinaria,  rather  than  sanguinarin  ;  al- 
though either  will  answer. 

Chronic  catarrh  of  the  throat  is  apt  to  run  on  to  ulcera- 
tion if  neglected ;  but  all  ulcerations  of  the  throat  are  by 
no  means  catarrhal.  Speaking  generally,  we  meet  three 
forms  of  chronic  ulceration  of  the  throat ;  the  superficial 
catarrhal  ulcer,  the  deep,  flabby,  scrofulous  ulcer,  with  the 
well-defined  syhilitic  ulcer  with  elevated,  serpiginous  edges. 
Baptisia,  Hydrastis,  Stillingia,  and  Sanguinaria  cover,  I  think 
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all  the  variety  of  condition  likely  to  occur.  The  general 
symptoms  of  the  patient  will  determine  the  adaptal)ility  of 
either  in  any  given  case.  The  following  case  of  catarrhal 
form  shows  the  action  of  sanguinaria  and  the  symptoms  in- 
dicating it : 

Miss  S.  M.  A.,  aged  twenty-seven,  a  school  teacher,  had 
been  troubled  with  catarrhal  pharyngitis  for  some  years. 
The  throat,  when  she  applied  for  treatment,  contained  six  or 
seven  superficial  ulcers,  the  largest  about  the  size  of  a  silver 
five-cent  piece.  She  complained  of  a  great  dryness  in  the 
throat,  which  w%*is  actual  and  not  merely  sensational,  as  the 
tissues  were  brighter  in  color  than  natural  and  glistening. 
Although  she  was  not  thirstv,  vet  the  burning:  feelino:  in  the 
throat  made  her  desire  to  drink  frequently  ;  hot  drinks  re- 
lieved the  sensation  for  a  few  minutes,  but  cold  water  in- 
tensified it.  The  tongue  also  felt  as  if  burnt,  and  was  cov- 
ered with  a  whitish  slime.  She  remembered  that  at  the  first 
she  had  been  sore  only  on  the  right  side  ;  and  now  the  ma- 
jority of  the  ulcers  were  on  that  side  of  the  median  Hue. 
She  was  subject  to  periodic  sick  headaches,  which  always 
began  in  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  extended  over  the  head, 
and  finally  settled  in  the  frontal  sinuses.  I  gave  her  some 
Ijowders  sanguinarin  2,  of  which  she  took  two  each  day. 
The  medicine  not  only  cured  her  sore-throat  but  her  head- 
aches, also. 

I  do  not  think  that  Sanguinaria  is  ever  indicated  in  malig- 
nant diphtheria ;  but  in  some  of  the  milder  forms,  it  will, 
like  Phytolacca,  prove  to  be  the  true  remedy.  The  subjec- 
tive symptoms  have  been  already  stated  ;  the  diphtheritic 
membrane  is  semi-translucent  and  grayish. — Am.  Horn. 


Dk.  T.  D.  Crothers,  Secretary  American  Association  for 
the  cure  of  Inel)riates  ;  Editor  Quarterly  Journal  of  luebri- 
ety^  Hartford,  Conn.,  says:  '*Bromidia;  this  remedy  or 
combination  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  cases  who  come  under 
our  care,  and  those  who  are  working  with  inebriates  and 
opium  cases,  of  all  others,  should  be  made  familiar  with  it."^ 
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EXTRACT  FROM  PROF.  FRANKLIN'S  ADDRESS, 
DELIVERED  BEFORE  THE  HOMCEOPATHIC  SO- 
CIETY OF  THE  STATE  OF  MICHIGAN,  MAY,  '83. 


If  the  practitioner  truly  comprehends  the  pathogenesis  of 
his  remedies,  as  he  will  assuredly  do  if  he  studies  his  mate- 
ria niedica  side  by  side  with  the  unfolding  processes  of  mor- 
bid structure,  knowing  the  conditions  that  give  rise  to  the 
grosser  forms  and  results  of  derangement  and  the  changes 
of  minute  structure  which  lead  to  impairment  of  function, 
guided  by  general  pathologic  laws,  I  am  sure  he  will  take 
higher  rank  as  a  scientific  observer  than  the  mere  routinist 
or  symptomotologist.  It  is  in  justice,  therefore,  to  the  posi- 
tion we  hold  in  regard  to  the  teachings  of  pathology  ;  it  is  in 
justice  to  the  advanced  position  we  hold  as  a  school  to  the 
hiffher  law  of  medical  instruction,  that  the  teachings  of 
pathology  should  become  an  important  part  of  our  educa- 
tional work. 

liCt  the  student  be  taught  to  compare  side  by  side  the 
teachings  of  his  materia  medica  with  the  abnormal  processes 
that  evolve  from  changes  of  function  and  deviations  of 
structure.  By  these  means  the  disease  and  the  remedy  can 
be  more  accurately  and  scientifically  studied  ;  a  fixation  of 
the  remedy  to  the  cure  of  the  morbid  processes  can  be  more 
clearly  comprehended  ;  unimportant  reflex  symptoms  can  be 
more  readily  eliminated  from  those  which  strictly  belong  to 
the  diseased  condition,  and  a  clearer  apprehension  of  dis- 
ordered forces  and  its  similamam  can  be  obtained. 

To  accomplish  our  high-born  destiny,  we  must  attain  to  a 
position  away  beyond  the  study  of  materia  medica  and  thera- 
peutics, and  bring  our  activities  to  achieve  a  higher  attain- 
ment in  every  scientific  branch  of  medicine.  This  cannot 
be  accomplished  without  raising  the  standard  of   medical 
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education  throughout  the  land.  The  Bellevue  Medical  Col- 
lege attempted  it  for  a  single  year,  lost  half  its  students, 
and  abandoned  it  without  a  struggle.  Other  colleges  that 
we  know  of,  have  made  rich  promises  to  the  ear  and  broken 
them  to  the  hope.  The  result  of  all  this  has  opened  the 
doors  to  irregularities  in  a  thousand  directions.  A  single 
effect  of  this  is,  that  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Illinois 
has  actually  rejected  thirteen  medical  colleges  from  its  re- 
cognition and  refused  a  thousand  doctors  the  right  to  prac- 
tice medicine,  in  that  State  alone. 

These  things  degrade  the  status  of  the  medical  profession, 
for  students  as  a  rule,  rush  to  those  schools  that  offer  the 
cheapest  rates,  and  graduate  them  the  quickest.  The  glory 
of  our  medical  schools  is  not  which  shall  excel  in  scientific- 
ally disciplining  the  mind,  and  educating  both  brain  and 
body  for  the  responsible  duties  of  the  profession,  but  which 
shall  acquire  the  biggest  classes  and  turn  out  the  most  grad- 
uates. The  Homoeopathic  Department  of  the  University  was 
among  the  first  of  Homoeopathic  Colleges  to  advance  the 
standard  of  the  extended  medical  term,  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  society  to  sustain  and  foster  it,  and  joining  hands 
with  our  Legislature  and  National  Institute,  seek  to  elevate 
it  all  along  the  line. 

Yet  I  say  regretfully,  that  with  all  the  advantages  of  State 
aid,  with  all  the  avenues  to  a  higher  education  that  the  wise 
and  good  men  of  Michigan  have  given  to  her  children,  al- 
most without  money  and  without  price,  the  educational  work 
of  the  Homoeopathic  Department  seems  from  some  cause  or 
other  not  to  be  appreciated,  or  rather  patronized  by  those  of 
our  own  household  of  medical  faith. 

It  is  germane  to  the  subject  that  I  should  ask,  why  is  it 
that  the  sons  and  daughters  of  homoeopathy  throughout  the 
State  do  not  evince  the  same  appreciation  of  the  superior 
advantages  held  out  to  them  by  the  Board  of  Regents,  with 
like  liberality  and  with  as  little  cost? 

1st,  Is  there  an  incompetency  on  the  part  of  our  homoeo- 
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pathic  students  to  attain  the  higher  grade  of  education 
taught?  2d,  Is  it  the  lengthened  course  of  study  and  the 
extended  term  of  nine  months  that  is  driving  homoeopathic 
students  from  our  doors?  3rd,  Is  it  the  absence  of  a  sys- 
tematic course  of  lectures,  on  the  highly  important  subjects 
of  the  therapeutics  of  the  diseases  of  women  and  children  ? 
4th,  Is  it  the  piratical  system  of  enticing  our  students  out- 
side of  the  State,  by  promise  of  gratuitous  instruction  else- 
where? 5th,  Is  it  an  hostility  on  the  part  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  our  practitioners  against  the  character  of  the  instruc- 
tion taught  therein  ? 

I  am  disinclined  to  attribute  it  to  either  one  of  the  five 
propositions  alone.  This  fact,  however,  remains :  that  as  a 
school,  our  numbers  were  constantly  increasing  up  to  and 
including  the  years  1880  and  '81,  from  which  time  they  began 
gradually  to  decrease,  although  be  it  known  dissensions  ex- 
isted in  our  faculty  previous  to  1880,  and  no  systematic 
teaching  of  the  therapeutics  of  the  diseases  of  women  and 
children  then  existed. 

.  1  have  been  told  that  the  practitioners  of  our  State  as  a 
rule  are  not  in  sympathy  with  the  teachings  of  our  school, 
and  that  in  consequence  thereof  they  will  not  patronize  it. 
You  all  know  that  our  college  has  been  extensively  charged 
with  partisanship  in  her  teachings  and  her  system  of  clinical 
practice.  "Internationalism,"  **  Hahnemannism,"  and 
'*  High  potency,"  have  been  diligently  circulated  by  her 
enemies^  and  repeated  by  her  friends !  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  State,  to  injure  and  retard  our 
growth.  These  damaging  statements,  publicly  made  against 
us,  I  believe  in  part  are  bearing  their  fruit,  and  it  is  true 
that  from  some  cause  or  other  the  interests  of  homoeopathy 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  University,  and  under  the  protect- 
ing segis  of  the  State,  are  languishing  and  suffering  for  lack 
of  support  and  patronage  from  those  whose  every  interest 
and  honor  is  to  sustain  it.  The  weight  of  injury  may  not 
be  felt  by  us  now  in  its  full  severity,  but  as  sure  as  fate,  if 
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this  course  continues,  the  recurrent  tide  will  sweep  onward, 
and  the  profession  of  the  State  will  suffer  the  evil  conse- 
quences that  will  inevitably  brr.ill  our  department  of  the 
University. 

-  Within  the  State  there  are  upwards  of  400  homoeopathic 
physicians,  and  a  clientage  that  impresses  its  good  influences 
upon  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  who  are  always 
ready  to  sustain  and  foster  this  **  child  of  promise"  of 
their  own  adoption,  whenever  (as  you  have  seen)  its  needs 
have  been  properly  laid  before  them.  **  Every  friend  of 
free  research,"  says  an  ardent  homoeopath,  '*  such  as  the 
followers  of  Hahnemann  should  be,  will  have  been  con- 
vinced by  this  time,  that  the  distraction  and  party  spirit 
engendered  by  the  infinite  divisibility  of  the  material  sub- 
stratum of  medicine,  has  been  and  still  is  an  immense  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  progress  towards  the  more  universal 
acknowledgment  of  the  law  of  similars."  One  fact  is  most 
patent,  that  whenever  instructors  differ  widely  in  their  clini- 
cal teachings,  students  are  undetermined  in  matter  of  prac- 
tice, and  there  remains  a  fruitful  source  of  partisan  and 
often  acrimonious  discussion,  that  seriously  militates  against 
its  progress  as  a  system  everywhere. 

If  homoeopathy  shall  languish  under  the  protection  of  the 
State,  to  the  building  up  of  which  our  citizens  have  freely 
given  their  support  and  treasure,  through  the  lack  of  pat- 
ronage of  those  of  its  own  household  and  kindred,  I  ask 
upon  whom  will  fall  the  blighting  influence  of  its  inauspicious 
trial  ? 

Gentlemen  :  these  are  mighty  considerations  ;  considera- 
tions that  concern  us  all,  and  the  best  interests  of  homoeo- 
pathy everywhere,  and  if  not  properly  investigated  and  pre- 
vented, will  seriously  affect  the  position  and  influence  of 
homoeopathy  in  the  University  for  all  time  to  come. 

I  speak  thus  plainly,  because  the  hour  has  come  and  is 
now  even  at  our  doors,  when  this  indifference  to  the  support 
of  our  department  and  the  annual  decrease  of  our  numbers 
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has  aroused  a  spirit  of  opposition  to  further  appropriations 
for  our  department  ah-eady,  and  if  such  sentiments  should 
gain  extended  publicity  among  the  walks  of  the  people,  it  is 
easy  to  foresee  the  evil  ccmsequences  that  will  befall  our 
cherished  cause  in  the  University.  I  believe  from  positive 
knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  recent  appropriations  for 
our  fourth  chair,  which  a  wise  and  just  legislation  has  so 
lately  given  us,  that  were  it  not  for  its  faithful  advocacy  be- 
fore the  representatives  of  the  people  by  it^  ever  true  and 
loyal  friends,  Drs.  Eldridge,  Sawyer,  Grant  and  Arndt,  we 
would  not  be  rejoicing  to-day  over  the  briliant  success  that 
has  attended  their  active  labors. 

There  may  be  some  in  the  society,  who,  seeing  the  hand- 
writing on  the  wall  will  not  heed  it ;  there  may  be  others, 
who  will  oppose  the  very  mention  of  these  things  before 
you  as  an  assemblage  of  physicians,  be  that  as  it  may,  I 
feel  that  to  be  forewarned  is  to  be  forearmed,  and  as  one 
deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  the  department  to  which 
I  am  attached,  I  see  the  dangers  that  threaten  us,  and  I 
would  be  more  than  traitor  to  the  cause  I  represent,  if  I  did 
not  forewarn  you  of  impending  danger.  Having  sounded 
the  alarm  I  leave  the  issue  with  you,  and  I  feel  confident 
that  you  will  meet  the  crisis  like  men  who  feel  a  deep  inter- 
est in  our  profession,  an  interest  in  each  other,  and  an  inter- 
est in  our  loved  University.  For  myself  I  promise  you  my 
hearty  co-operation  in  all  matters  touching  the  welfare  of 
our  cause  in  the  college  for  which  I  yielded  a  lucrative 
practice,  and  parted  with  friends  and  patrons,  who,  for  more 
than  twenty  years  encouraged  me  with  their  approbation, 
strengthened  me  with  their  friendship,  and  gave  me  the  op- 
portunity of  becoming  all  under  the  providence  of  God 
I  am. 

To  prove  to  you,  my  professional  brethren,  that  what  I 
have  said  are  no  idle  words,  engendered  by  a  prurient  senti- 
mentality, let  me  give  you  the  annual  resident  and  non- 
resident patronage  of  our  department  of  the  University  since 
its  organization  and  equipment  in  1875. 
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The   matriculates   in  our  department  of   the  University 
from  all  quarters,  are  as  follows,  viz : 

GRADUATES  GRADUATES 

TEARS.  NO.  FROM  FROM 

MICHIGAN.  OTHER  STATES. 

1875-6 24 — — 

1876-7 51 9 13 

1877-8 73 1 1 10 

1877-8-9 63 15 10 

1879-80 70 10 8 

1880-81 88 11 12 

1881-82 71 9 7 

1882-83 58 7 10 

During  the  present  collegiate  year,  1882-83,  nine  students 
from  Michigan  entered  the  Freshman  Chiss  of  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Department  of  the  University,  and  thirty-three  turned 
their  backs  upon  the  University  and  matriculated  in  the 
Homoeopathic  Colleges  of  Chicago,  as  follows,  viz :  twenty- 
eight  in  the  Hahnemann,  and  five  in  the  Chicago  Homoeo- 
pathic. How  many  others  of  her  homoeopathic  children 
deserted  their  State  and  University  to  enter  other  more  dis 
tant  medical  colleges,  I  am  unable  at  the  present  to  state; 
one  thing  however  is  certain,  so  far  as  I  cau  determine,  that 
only  a  single  one  of  them  entered  what  is  recognized  as 
**  high  potency '*  school.  I  submit  to  you,  therefore,  in 
view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  whether  or  not  it  is  the  duty  of 
this  society  to  inquire  into  the  causes  that  are  checking  the 
gi'owth  and  prostrating  the  energies  of  the  Homoeopathic 
Department  of  the  University.  Created  by  the  fathers  of 
State  education,  fostered  by  the  people,  that  her  children 
might  enjoy  the  superior  advantages  that  arise  from  a  sci- 
entific and  systematic  education,  sustained  by  the  Board  of 
Regents,  who  ''  have  gladly  acquiesced  in  the  demands  of 
the  profession  and  the  people  for  a  higher  standard  of  pro- 
fessional qualifications,"  there  remains  but  one  thing  more 
to  make  our  department  all  its  most  sanguine  friends  could 
hope  for,  and  that  is,  the  patronage  and  support  of  the  pro- 
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fession  of  this  State  and  elsewhere.  I  commend  to  you, 
gentlemen,  in  view  of  all  these  facts,  the  guardianship  of 
our  department  of  your  noble  University,  that  it  may  be 
rescued  from  all  the  perils  that  surround  it,  and  that  it  may 
take  the  proud  position  she  should  occupy  as  she  sits  en- 
throned amid  the  arts  and  sciences  of  the  University  of 
IVIichigan. 


CLINICAL  ITEMS. 


Jaborandi,  besides  Nux  and  Pulsat.  produces,  and  there- 
fore cures  semi-lateral  sweatings.  Left  half  of  body  was 
covered  with  a  cold  perspiration. 

Salicylic  Acid  in  corns  and  bunions  are  highly  recom- 
mended. It  may  be  dissolved  in  collodion  and  applied  on 
raw  cotton,  or  applied  by  a  camel's  hair  brush  once  a  day 
for  a  week  or  more. 

Kali  phos.  is  valuable  in  suppurative  otitis. 

Badiuga. — Hering  says  that  this  remedy  is  useful  in  the 
complaints  of  adults  who  had  manifestations  of  scrofula  in 
their  youth.  In  Eussia  it  has  a  reputation  for  the  cure  of 
piles. 

Antimon.  crud.  is  a  grand  remedy  for  rheumatism  in  the 
feet,  when  the  soles  are  so  sensitive  that  patient  can  hardly 
step  on  them. 

Baptisia  12  has  been  used  successfully  by  Dr  Scherzer  for 
convulsive  contraction  of  the  oesophagus  and  cardiac  orifice. 

Dr.  Hale  has  used  Oxalic  Acid  6,  in  nervous  aphonia, 
with  cardiac  derangement.  The  only  other  remedies  which 
ai)pear  to  have  these  two  conditions  combined  or  alternating 
are  Hydrocy.  acid  and  Coca. 
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Pain  in  the  upper  part  of  abdomen,  in  region  of  navel, 
coming  on  two  hours  after  eating,  with  much  flatulence  aud 
bitter  and  sour  eructations ;  worse  at  night ;  is  aroused 
about  3  A.  M.  and  kept  awake  by  it.  Burning  sensation  from 
throat  down.     Oxalic  acid  3,  an  hour  after  meals. 

Dr  Cate  finds  Arnica  of  great  service  in  a  violent  spas- 
modic cough,  attended  with  herpes  of  the  face.  In  neural- 
gias that  have  their  origin  in  disturbance  of  the  par  vagum, 
arnica  is  an  important  remedy. 

Chronic  bronchitis,  with  nasal  catarrh  and  chronic  laryn- 
gitis ,  voice  altered — deep,  hoarse ;  severe  pressure  from 
behind  the  sternum.     Nitrate  of  Sanguinaria  2x 

''  This  is  the  best  remedy  I  have  ever  met  with.*' — Dr. 
Nelson. 

Diaphragmitis,  with  great  difficulty  of  breathing.  Cactus  3. 

Dyspepsia  ;  stomach  frightfully  distended  from  putrefac- 
tive fermentation,  characterized  by  sour  stomach,  belching 
hot,  sour  substances.     Salicylic  Acid  2x. 

Ova  testa. — ^The  new  remedy  for  leucorrhoea — "  broken 
back"  symptom. 

Petroleum — Patient  imagines  another  person  sick  in  the 
same  bed  (verified). 

Gelsem. — Thinks  some  one  else  is  sick ;  not  himself. 
(Compare  Petroleum)." 

Dr.  Oehme  finds  Staphysagria,  two  drops,  night  and  morn- 
ing, of  immediate  and  lasting  benefit  in  many  cases  of  con- 
stipation. 

Iris — Deficient  appetite.  Will  promote  secretions  and  aid 
digestion  better  than  Pepsin. 


Great  workers  must  be  great  resters. 


'V 
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DOES  THE  RETENTION  OF  DEAD  TEETH  IN  THE 
JAWS  EXERT  AN  UNFAVORABLE  INFLUENCE 
ON  HEALTH. 


In  ninety-nine  casea  out  of  every  hundred  I  should  say 
yes,  they  do  "  exert  an  unfavorable  influence  on  health," 
and  for  the  following  reasons  ;  It  is  a  well-known  and  gener- 
ally understood  faH  that  the  dentine  of  a  tooth  (which 
forms  the  bulk  of  the  tooth  structure)  and  the  enamel  re- 
ceive their  nourishment  from  the  pulp  ;  that  the  amount  of 
organic  material  in  dentine  is  about  twenty-eight  per  cent., 
and  that  of  the  enamel  from  three  to  five  per  cent.  When 
the  pulp  is  destroyed  the  nourishment  of  this  organic  por- 
tion is  cut  off  entirely,  with  the  possible  exception  of  a  veiy 
limited  amount,  which  may  be  furnished  from  the  periosteum 
through  the  cementum,  which  suiTounds  the  root ;  conse- 
quently the  death  of  the  organic  portion  of  the  dentine  and 
enamel  must  necessarily  follow.  This  dead  substance  re- 
mains as  a  part  of  the  tooth-structure  to  constantly  decom- 
pose. In  the  structure  of  the  tooth  the  organic  portion  is 
united  directly  from  the  periosteum  to  the  pulp,  through  the 
cementum  and  dentine  alike.  Consequently  the  dead  and 
putrefying  portion  in  the  dentine  is  constantly  in  contact 
wnth  the  organic  portion  of  the  cementum,  which  is  still  liv- 
ing ;  that,  under  circumstances  which  determine  an  excessive 
flow  of  blood  to  the  part,  such  as  a  severe  cold,  a  blow  upon 
the  tooth,  or  a  severe  wrench  in  biting  upon  some  hard  8uV>- 
stance,  excessive  absorption  of  the  putrefying  portion  by 
the  living  takes  place,  I  hardly  think  will  admit  of  a  doubt. 
No  matter  how  perfectly  the  dead  pulp  may  be  removed  and 
the  canal  filled,  this  condition  still  exists.  The  fact,  however, 
is  that  the  pulps  cannot  be  perfectly  removed  from  one-half 
the  teeth  where  it  is  attempted,  but  a  portion  is  left  in  the 
canals  to  putrefy   and  assist  in  the  disturbance  which  too 
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often  follows.  Another  feature  of  the  case  is  that  not  one- 
tenth  of  the  teeth  in  which  the  pulps  are  dead  is  any  attempt 
made  at  their  removal.  If  anv  one  will  consider  for  a  mo- 
ment  the  number  of  people  who  have  no  dentistry  done, 
and  those  who  have  it  poorly  done  as  compared  with  those 
who  have  the  best  dental  services  it  is  possible  to  obtain, 
they  will,  I  think,  readily  admit  the  truth  of  the  above 
statement. 

The  conclusion  then  is,  that  no  puljjless  tooth  is  absolutely 
sure  to  not  make  trouble.  From  the  most  perfect  operation 
of  removing  the  dead  pulp  and  tilling  the  canals  (which  by 
the  way,  should  never  be  done  with  gold)  to  those  where 
the  entire  dead  pulp  is  allowed  to  remain  in  the  teeth,  tlieie 
is  more  or  less  of  a  periosteal  irritatioji,  which  is  almost 
constant.  It  is  true  that  the  tooth,  or  teeth,  may  not  be 
painful,  but  some  remote  part,  such  as  the  eye  or  the  ear, 
may  be  affected,  or  a  neuralgia  extending  over  the  side  of 
the  face  and  head  maybe  the  result.  Many  cases  like  these 
have  come  under  my  observation,  where  the  most  perfect 
dental  work  had  been  done.  In  many  cases,  however,  pulp- 
less  teeth,  after  treatment,  are  kept  in  the  mouth  for  many 
years,  and  render  good  service  without  apparently  produc- 
ing any  pain  or  distress  whatever.  Others  will,  upon  the 
slightest  provocation,  become  sore  and  very  painful.  This, 
however,  in  most  cases  can  be  sufficiently  overcome  by 
proper  treatment,  to  warrant  their  retention,  provided  they 
are  very  useful.  But  when,  after  consultation,  it  is  deter- 
mined that  the  irritation  produced  by  such  teeth  is  more  in- 
jurious to  the  patient  than  can  be  overcome  by  their  service 
in  mastication  of  food  or  otherwise,  in  my  judgment  they 
should  be  removed  at  once.  I  mio^ht  cite  manv  cases  beta- 
ing  direc  ly  upon  this  subject,  but  for  the  present  the  al)ove 
will  suffice. — Med.  Record, 
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THE  PHYSIOLOGICAL  EFFECTS  OF  COFFEE. 


(^BuU,  Gen,  de  Therap,  June  30.)  Dr.  Foot  gives  us  the 
effects  of  a  strong  dose  of  coffee  upon  his  own  person  after 
recording  his  condition  for  fifteen  days  of  total  abstinence 
from  coffee,  and  foUov.s  his  record  of  the  effects  of  the 
strong  dose,  by  noting  the  influence  of  two  cups  of  strong 
coffee  daily  for  twenty-five  days.  The  most  interesting 
part  of  his  paper  is  his  record  of  the  effects  of  the  strong 
dose.  At  the  time  of  taking  it,  his  pulse  was  seventy-two 
in  the  morning,  reaching  eighty-four  during  the  day.  He 
made  an  infusion  of  over  8  ounces  of  coffee  in  a  quart 
of  boiling  water,  drinking  the  whole  of  it  during  the  day 
from  7  A.  M.  to  9  p.  m.  During  that  day  the  pulse  in- 
creased in  rapidity  to  108  in  the  afternoon  ;  in  the  evening 
it  reached  114.  He  went  to  bed  at  11  p.  m.,  but  could  not 
sleep ;  reflex  contractions  were  produced  in  nearly  every 
part  of  the  body  alternately.  Very  painful  cramps  in  the 
thighs,  legs,  feet,  walls  of  the  thorax  and  in  the  muscles  of 
the  hyoid  region.  These  cramps  persisted  throughout  the 
night,  but  moderated  v  -severity  on  the  following  morning. 
The  tongue  was  dry  and  there  was  a  certain  degree  of  con- 
striction in  the  chest.  At  the  same  time  there  were  fre- 
quent cramps  in  the  stomach  accompanied  with  nausea. 
The  intestines  were  the  seat  of  frequent  borborygmus,  and 
of  an  abundant  liquid  secretion  which  produced  eighteen 
evacuations.  The  pulse  icpt  between  110  and  112  through 
the  night.  It  was  intci^nittent,  as  was  the  heart's  action, 
losing  one  pulsation  to  every  four.  The  next  day  the  pulse 
was  seventy-six,  there  v.  :is  headache  and  no  appetite. 

In  this  experiment,  then,  the  coffee  acted  on  the  organs 
and  functions  of  the  central  cerebro-spinal  system,  produc- 
ing insomnia  by  exciting  the  brain,  producing  the  cramps  in 
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the  muscles,  pains  in  the  stomach,  disturbance  of  the  intes- 
tine and  of  the  heart  by  exciting  the  spinal  cord,  an  exci- 
tation of  the  reflex  force  or  excito-motor.  He  considers 
that  this  irritation  affects  equally  the  spinal  roots  of  the 
sympathetic,  and  in  paralyzing  the  vaso-motor  nerves.  In 
this  way  explanation  is  given  of  the  cause  of  the  excessive 
secretion  from  the  intestine  and  of  the  abolition  of  sexual 
power, 

His  other  experiments  with  moderate  doses,  prove  to  his 
satisfaction,  that  the  use  of  coffee  does  hot  prevent  advanced 
age  and  the  pi'eservation  of  good  health  ;  and  that  life  seems 
to  be  prolonged  in  the  countries  where  coffee  is  much  used. 

[This  is  interesting  to  our  readers  from  an  allopathic 
standpoint,  as  it  shows  that  our  regular  (?)  friends  are  not 
unmindful  of  the  action  of  some  agents  on  the  human 
system. — Ed. 


ENLARGED  TONSILS. 


Having  frequently  tried  and  often  failed  to  cure  enIar<Ted 
tonsils  by  internal  remedies,  I  at  last  hit  upon  the  following 
surgical  method  of  getting  rid  of  these  troublesome  glands] 
which  I  have  pursued  successfully  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years.  I  take  a  pencil  of  caustic  potash,  whittle  it  down  to 
a  point,  cover  it  with  paper  up  to  a  fourth  of  an  inch  of  the 
point,  which  I  place  upon  the  center  of  the  tonsil  and  keep 
it  firmly  pressed  there  for  about  three  seconds.  Then  with- 
draw it  and  gargle  the  mouth  with  vinegar.  Repeat  the  op- 
eration twice  or  thrice  a  week,  placing  the  pencil  always  in 
the  same  depression.  I  have  cured  the  largest  tonsils  in  less 
than  one  month.  Having  eradicated  one,  proceed  the  same 
way  with  the  other.  Appropriate  internal  remedies  may  be 
employed  during  the  treatments. — [E.  C.  Franklin. 
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A  NEW  METHOD  OF  SPLINTING  APPLICABLE  IN 
FRACTURE  OF  THE  FEMUR  OR  HUMERUS. 


It  is  with  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  fact  that  there  are 
many  whose  wide  reputation  gives  them  greater  claims  to 
consideration  than  we  can  boast,  that  we  offer  this  paper. 
A  large  practice,  while  developing  observation,  at  the  same 
time  develops  more  practical  thought  and  research,  so  that 
we  are  accustomed  to  regard  with  reverence  suggestions 
from  those  whose  gray  hair  inc^icates  a  long  service  to  hu- 
manity in  the  field  of  medicine.  Less  conservative,  more 
theoretical,  and  more  enthusiastic,  are  we  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  this  same  noble  profession,  with  more  tendency  to 
investigation  in  the  realms  of  theoretical  discovery,  and 
more  leisure  for  such  research.  To  a  certain  degree,  then, 
we  may  expect  some  new  departures,  which,  founded  on  the 
broad  basis  of  a  rational  conservatism,  may  add  to  our  never 
too  ample  resources.  Thus,  another  bulwark  is  thrown  up, 
adding  strength  to  our  fortifications  against  disease  and  pain. 
Who  by  persevering  research,  be  he  never  so  lowly,  but  can 
bring  out  some  treasures  from  the  inexhaustible  mines  of 
unlimited  possibility  ! 

In  this  method  of  splinting,  we  must  disavow  any  claims 
to  perfection,  and  state  emphatically  that,  if  we  shall  be  the 
means  of  adverting  some  greater  minds  into  a  new  channel 
of  procedure,  in  these  difficult  and  tedious  cases,  the  pur- 
pose of  this  unpretentious  article  shall  in  every  particular 
be  satisfied.  Let  us  be  willing  to  gaze  in  any  direction  for 
gleams  of  truth,  "  that  daylight  of  the  human  soul.'* 

Our  method  is  especially  applicable  in  fractures  of  the 
middle  third  of  the  femur  (the  most  common  fracture  of 
the  femur),  and  in  fractures  of  the  middle  third  of  the 
humerus.     Modifications  may  be  of  use  elsewhere.* 

We  shall  describe  its  application  in  fractures  of  the  femur 
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only.  Advantages  in  this  fracture :  1st,  The  patient  is  not 
required  to  take  the  bed.  2d.  Consequently  assimilation, 
and  we  may  say,  all  the  organic  functions  will  be  carried  on 
more  normally.  3d.  A  probable  speedier  and  surer  union. 
4th.     We  hope  to  do  away  with  the  stiff  knee. 

Application  of  the  splint :  The  bone,  having  been  set, 
steady  extension  will  be  required,  by  pulley  or  otherwise, 
during  the  application  of  the  solint.  Tt  will  be  well  to  place 
the  patient  on  a  table  or  bed  during  the  operation.  Strips 
of  surgeon's  plaster,  twelve  inches  long  and  one  inch  wide, 
are  to  be  attached  by  one-half  their  length  to  the  thigh,  in 
two  rows,  at  the  upper  part  of  thigh,  and  just  above  the 
knee,  as  follows :  they  are  to  be  equidescent  one  and  a  quar- 
ter inches.  The  lower  half  of  the  lower  row  are  to  project 
unattached  below  the  knee  one-half  their  length.  The  up- 
per row,  attached  to  the  thigh  by  their  lower  halves,  are  to 
project  above  the  line  of  the  circumference  of  the  thigh  at 
the  perineum  by  six  inches  of  their  length  The  thigh  may 
now  be  encased  in  a  folded  cloth,  or  other  appliance,  to  keep 
the  splint  from  the  thigh,  care  being  taken  that  the  cloth 
does  not  reach  beyond  the  lines  limiting  the  attachment  of 
the  surgeon's  plaster  above  and  below.  Two  bands  are  now 
provided  somewhat  longer  than  the  circumferences  just 
above  the  knee-joint  and  at  the  perineum  respectively- 
They  should  be  of  stout  canvass  or  leather,  are  to  be  made 
by  sewing  two  thicknesses,  so  that  the  seam  shall  entirely 
close  one  edge  of  the  band.  The  other  edge  is  stitched  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  form  pockets  equidescent  one  and  a 
quarter  inches.  These  bands,  thus  prepared,  are  to  enclose 
the  ends  of  wooden  strips,  two-thirds  or  three-fourths  the 
length  of  the  thigh,  and  about  one  inch  wide  by  one-quarter 
inch  thick.  The  bands  are  next  to  be  applied  just  above  the 
knee,  and  at  the  circumference  of  the  thigh,  just  below  the 
plane  of  the  perineum.  The  strips  are  to  be  so  applied  to 
the  thigh  that  they  shall  be  pocketed  in  the  bands  at  one 
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end  and  that  the  free  upper  ends  of  the  4ower  series  fit  into 
the  interspaces  of  the  free  lower  ends  of  the  upper  series. 
The  thigh  is  now  encased  in  a  splint,  consisting  of  two  in- 
tersecting scries  of  strips  of  wood,  one  end  of  each  strip 
being  pocketed  in  either  the  upper  or  lower  band,  one  end 
free,  lying  between  two  free  ends  of  the  opposing  series. 
Screw  eyes  are  to  be  screwed  into  the  free  end  of  each  strip 
on  its  outer  surface.  The  extra  length  of  band  will  be 
thrown  over  the  last  strip  of  that  series,  and  the  ends  may 
be  further  secured  by  the  roller  bandage,  or  by  rubber  tub- 
ing, as  described  further  on.  Now  fold  over  the  extra 
length  or  unattached  ends  of  the  surgeon's  plaster,  either 
twisting  each  strip  once  upon  itself,  and  attaching  it  to  the 
outer  surface  of  each  strip  of  wood,  or  simply  fold,  and  at- 
tach to  the  under  surface,  of  course  in  this  latter  case  before 
the  splint  is  drawn  up  tightly  around  the  thigh. 

Two  notched  blocks  may  be  fastened  by  screws  through 
the  bands  to  the  pocketed  end  of  a  wooden  strip,  above  and 
below,  and  these  ends  firmly  bound  down  to  the  thigh,  by 
two  or  three  turns  of  rubber  tubing,  which  should  be  drawn 
firmly  around  and  drawn  through  the  notches,  which  should 
be  transverse  to  the  circumference  of  the  thigh.  This  may 
be  done  instead  of  using  the  roller  bandage.  Cable  wire 
cord,  or,  if  possible  to  obtain,  strong  cord  is  now  to  be 
drawn  through  the  eyes,  as  follows  :  it  must  pass  from  the 
eye  in  the  upper  extremity  of  a  strip  in  the  lower  series,  to 
the  eye  in  the  lower  (free  end)  end  of  the  adjacent  strip  of 
the  upper  series,  passing  around  the  thigh  in  an  acute  zigzag 
from  the  upper  end  of  a  lower  strip,  to  the  lower  end  of  the 
next  upper,  and  thus  passing  through  the  eyes  in  all  the 
strips.  We  have  now  the  lower  and  upper  series  of  eyes 
connected  as  above. 

It  must  be  quite  evident  that  by  drawing  the  free  ends  of 
this  cable  wire  cord,  the  lower  ends  of  the  upper  series  and 
the  upper  ends  of  the  lower  series,  will  all  be  drawn  toward 
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the  center  of  the  splint,  thus  lengthening  the  splint  and  ex- 
tending the  thigh.  Owing  to  the  strength  of  the  wire  cord 
and  of  the  bands,  any  reasonable  amount  of  extension  may 
be  accomplished.  Counter-extension  will  be  accomplished 
by  the  bands,  at  the  knee  and  upper  part  of  thigh,  assisted 
by  the  surgeons'  plaster,  which  is  attached  just  above  the 
knee,  and  at  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  the  strips  be- 
ing doubled  over  the  two  bands  and  attached  along  the  sur- 
face of  the  wooden  strips.  Draw  this  cable  wire  through 
the  last  eye,  so  that  the  two  ends  cross  here.  It  will  be 
well  to  run  two  pieces  of  this  same  wire  cord  through  the 
upper  and  lower  series  of  eyes,  and  bind  down  the  strips  by 
drawing  the  ends  firmly,  and  twisting  them  together,  before 
drawing  up  our  extension  cord.  To  do  this,  powerful  ex- 
tension being  applied  to  the  leg  by  assistants  or  the  pulley, 
draw  firmly  on  the  crossed  ends  of  wire  cord,  and  twist 
over  the  eye.  If  preferable,  strong  cord  may  be  used, 
made  to  cross  the  same  way  through  this  eye,  and  pass 
through  a  hole  or  pulley  in  the  outside  long  splint,  having 
some  weight  attachment  for  extension. 

The  long  outside  splint  is  used,  and  a  shorter  inside  one, 
with  these  modificittions :  They  are  made  of  two  pieces,  so 
adjusted  as  to  give  an  angle  of  45°  or  more  at  the  knee, 
and  with  narrow  cross  strips  at  the  foot,  set  at  the  proper 
angle.  By  bandaging  the  long  splint  to  the  body,  the  Ixco 
to  the  thigh,  to  the  leg,  and  to  the  whole  length  of  the 
foot,  which  lies  between  the  two  cross-pieces,  eversion  be- 
comes simple  impossibility. 

Crutches  being  provided,  the  patient  may  be  allowed  to 
get  about.  Remove  the  long  splint  when  necessary  to  bond 
the  knee.  A  movable  joint  may  be  made  in  the  long  splints 
if  preferable,  by  having  a  hinge  posteriorly,  and  a  rod,  slid- 
ing in  a  hole  or  groove  anteriorly  at  the  knee,  but  it  will  be 
necessary  in  this  latter  case  to  fasten  up  the  leg,  at  a  desir- 

» 

able  angle,  to  the  thigh,  in  order  that  the  foot  be  kept  from 
the  ground. 
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Of  course,  in  fractured  femurs,  nothing  would  be  re- 
quired but  the  intersecting  splint,  which  could  be  made  of 
requisite  strength  and  size. — \_Am.  Horn. 


THE  ANTISEPTIC  ACTION  OF  DRUGS  WITHIN 

THE  BODY. 


The  parasitic  theory  of  disease  is  one  that  appeals  most 
temptingly  to  the  imagination  of  the  therapeutist.  Once 
the  particular  parasite  is  found  upon  whose  presence  in  the 
organism  the  manifestations  of  any  given  disease  depend, 
experiments  will  speedily  determine  what  drugs  are  poison- 
ous to  it.  Then,  these  two  factors  being  given,  what  can 
be  more  easy  than  the  solution  of  the  problem  of  cure?  It 
is  only  necessary  to  give  the  remedy  in  quantities  sufficient 
to  kill  the  parasite,  and  our  patient  is  cured — provided,  of 
course,  that  the  microbe  has  not  had  time  to  produce  irrem- 
ediable organic  lesions.  When  the  disease  is  a  local  one 
and  admits  of  the  direct  application  of  the  antiseptic  agent, 
this  dream  may  be  realized.  Indeed,  empiricism  has  often, 
in  such  cases,  anticipated  the  deductions  of  science,  and  we 
find  the  explanation  of  the  action  of  long-used  remedies  in 
the  power  they  possess  of  destroying  certain  low  forms  of 
organic  life.  But  in  the  treatment  of  systemic  or  internal 
diseases  of  parasitic  origin  a  more  complex  problem  presents 
itself.  If  the  tuberculous  patient  carried  his  baccilli  about 
in  a  bottle  or  a  test-tube  instead  of  in  his  lungs  or  other  or- 
gans, their  destruction  would  be  a  very  simple  matter.  But 
when  it  comes  to  killing  the  micro-organisms  which  are 
scattered  about  in  various  inaccessible  organs  and  tissues 
of  the  body,  the  dose  of  the  required  remedy  must  be  so 
great  that  we  run  the  risk  of  killing  the  patient  as  well  as 
his  parasites.      Koch  has  determined  by  experiment   that 
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corrosive   sublimate  is  fatal  to  the  anthrax  bacteria  when 
added  to   the   culture   fluid  in  the  proportion  of  1  part  to 
200,000.     If  given  in  the  same  proportion  to  the  mass  of 
blood  in  a  man  weighing  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  it 
would  require  at  least  two-fifths  of  a  grain  in  a  single  dose. 
Binz  endeavors  to  show  that  a  proportionate  dose  may  be 
given  by  intravenous  injection  to  animals  without  fatal  re- 
sults.    He  therefore  takes  issue  with  those  who  have  denied 
the  possibility  of  destrying  micro-organisms  within  the  body, 
w^ithout,  at  the  same  time,  endangering  the  life  of  the  pa- 
tient.    The  value  of  Binz's  experiments  is,  however,  ques- 
tioned by  Buchner  (Centr.  fur  Klin.  Med.^  J[uly  14,  '83). 
The  latter  claims  that  corrosive  sublimate  in  the  proportion 
of  1  part  to  200,000  of  the  animal  fluids  is  fatal  to  the  or- 
ganism, and  he  refuses  to  accept  the  conclusions  of  Binz  in 
disproof  of  his  assertion.      Corrosive   sublimate,  he  says, 
enters  into  chemical  combination  with  the  albumen  of  the 
blood,  forming  an  albuminate  of  mercury.     This  substance, 
altl^ough  remaining  in  solution  is  less  readily  diffusible  and 
less  capable  of  endosmosis,  and  hence  there  is  no  certainty 
that  it  becomes  equally  distributed  in  all  the  tissues.     Fur- 
ther, the  bichloride,  by  its  transformation  into  albuminate  of 
mercury,  is  robbed  of  a  great  part  of  its  poisonous  action. 
This   is   indicated  by  the  less  irritant  action,  and  therefore 
the  less  immediately  injurious  effect  upon  Che  cells,  of  the 
latter   salt,   when   injected   hypodermically.     Buchner   has 
found  that  double  the  quantity  of  albuminate  of  mercury  is 
required  to  produce  the  same  effects  upon  bacteria  as  are 
caused  by  a  given  amount  of  the  bichloride .     He  does  not 
deny  that  certain  diseases  are  cured  by  the  internal  adminis- 
tration of  antiseptic  remedies,  such  as  quinine,  bichloride  of 
mercury,  salicylic  acid,  etc.     But  he  asserts  that  they  act, 
not  as  antiseptics,  but  in  some  other  way,  possibly  by  in- 
creasing the  power  of  resistance  of  the  organism  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  specific  parasite.     He  says  that  were  quinine  to 
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act  as  an  antiseptic  within  the  tissues,  it  would  require  in 
the  average  individual  a  dose  of  at  least  three  ounces.  Ar- 
senic, again,  possesses  feeble  antiseptic  properties,  yet  its 
action  in  small  doses  in  malaria  is  undoubted.  It  cannot  be 
due  to  its  poisonous  action  upon  the  malarial  bacteria,  and 
must,  therefore,  be  owing  to  some  specific  effect  whereby 
the  tissues  are  enabled  to  resist  and  throw  off  the  poison. 
The  author  concedes  that  there  may  be  some  relation  be- 
tween the  property  possessed  by  a  drug,  of  destroying 
micro-organisms  outside  of  Uie  body,  and  its  known  value 
as  a  remedy  in  disease,  but  he  denies  that  the  action  in  the 
two  cases  is  the  same  He  thinks  that  newly  discovered 
antiseptics  should  always  be  given  tentatively  in  parasitic 
diseases,  and  believes  that  thereby  many  valuable  specifics 
may  be  added  to  our  list.  But  the  attempt  to  secure  an 
antiseptic  action  of  any  drug  within  the  body  is  not  only 
useless,  but  fraught  with  danger  to  the  life  of  the  patient. 
— [_Med.  Record. 


Danger  Lurking  in  Soda  Water. — The  public  analysts 
of  Montreal  and  Toronto,  Drs.  Edwards  and  Ellis,  have 
been  examining  samples  of  soda  water,  and  report  that  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  lead  and  sometimes  copper  is  present. 
Dr.  Edwards  examined  twelve  samples  purchased  in  Mon- 
treal and  found  lead  or  copper  in  ten  of  them.  Five  con- 
tained both  lead  and  copper,  and  five  contained  lead  only. 
In  some  samples  only  **  traces  "  of  the  metals  were  found, 
while  in  others  the  water  was  "  largely  impregnated  "  with 
one  or  both  of  the  metals.  Dr.  Ellis  in  twelve  samples  of 
Toronto  soda  water  found  only  three  which  were  free  from 
lead.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  presence  of  copper.  The 
quantity  of  lead  varied  from  .07  of  a  grain  to  .5  of  a  grain 
to  the  gallon,  the  average  of  nine  samples  being  .32  of  a 
grain.  All  of  the  above  samples  were  taken  from  fountain 
cisterns,  bottled  soda  water  being  invariably  found  free 
from  metallic  impurities. — Sanitary  Engineer. 
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STENOSIS  OF  THE  PYLORUS  RELIEVED  BY 

DIGITAL  DILATATION. 


The  following  case  wa&  reported  by  Professor  Loreta  to 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Bologna ;  The  patient,  a  man 
forty-seven  years  of  age,  had  suffered  for  the  greater  part 
of  twenty  years  from  imperfect  digestion,  distention  of  the 
stomach,  sense  of  weight,  and  occasional  vomiting.  In 
1878  he  was  admitted  into  the  Bologna  Medical  Clinic,  and 
treated  for  ulcer  of  the  stomach.  Relief  ensued,  but  only 
for  a  short  time.  Eructation,  a  burning  feeling  in  the 
throat,  vomiting  of  undigested  food,  sometimes  mixed  with 
blood,  increasing  emaciation,  and  palor  of  the  skin  and  mu- 
cous membranes  were  noted.  The  man  subsisted  on  a  little 
milk.  The  distended  stomach  gave  a  clear  note  on  percus- 
sion from  the  fifth  rib  to  the  umbilicus,  Microscopic  exam- 
ination of  the  fluid  drawn  by  pump  from  the  stomach  yielded 
no  evidence  of  organic  lesion.  On  palpating  the  emptied 
stomach,  a  tumor  could  be  felt  in  the  pyloric  region,  with 
smooth  and  elastic  surface,  but  not  very  well  defined  limits. 
As  the  patient  was  steadily  sinking,  it  was  det-ermincd  to 
resort  to  operation.  The  stomach  was  first  washed  out  with 
an  alkaline  solution.  The  incision  into  the  abdominal  wall 
was  commenced  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  linea  alba,  and 
extended  outward  and  downward  for  six  inches  ;  the  lower 
angle  was  an  inch  and  a  quarter  from  the  ninth  right  costal 
cai*tila«:e.  The  omentum  was  extensivelv  adherent  bv  old 
inflammatory  exudations.  These  were  separated  very  slowly 
and  carefully  from  the  abdominal  wall  and  from  the  surface 
of  the  stomach.  This  viscus  was  then  drawn  out  through 
the  wound,  and  the  operator  felt  the  pyloris  much  enlarged 
and  of  fibrous  hardness.  In  the  space  between  the  two 
curves  of  the  stomach,  and  at  a  distance  of  an  inch  and  a 
quarter   from   the   pylorus,  an  opening  was  made  into  the 
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viscus  with  a  stout  pair  of  scissors  through  a  transverse  fold 
previously  raised.  The  opening  into  the  stomach  was  ex- 
tended two  inches  and  a  half,  and  T-shaped  forceps  were 
used  t(»  arrest  bleeding  from  the  edges.  The  right  index 
Hunger  was  then  passed  into  the  stomach  toward  the  pylorus, 
which  was  completely  closed.  The  finger  failed  to  pass  into 
the  duodenum,  in  spite  of  considerable  pressure  and  com- 
bined lateral  and  rotatory  movements.  The  left  index- 
finger  was  then  introduced  into  the  stomuch  and  used  to  fix 
pylorus,  while  strong  and  renewed  pressure  w^as  exerted  to 
push  the  first  phalanx  of  the  right  index  into  the  narrow 
and  contracted  pylorus,  which  was  then  drawn  forward  to 
the  the  external  wound.  Along  the  right  index-finger  the 
left  one  was  also  introduced  into  the  pylorus,  but  these  at- 
tempts failed  to  pull  one  finger  from  the  other  in  spite  of 
much  force,  sustained  as  long  as  possible.  After  resting, 
the  operator  resumed  his  efforts  and  dilated  the  pylorus, 
though  he  only  succeeded  in  doing  so  very  slowly,  and  by 
employing  very  great  force.  The  dilatation  was  continued 
to  about  three  inches.  The  stomach  wound  was  then  sutured 
with  carbolized  silk,  the  viscus  replaced  in  the  abdominal 
cavity,  and  the  external  wound  closed  with  seven  silver 
sutures.  The  patient  was  returned  to  bed  thirty-three  min- 
utes after  the  commencement  of  the  operation.  On  regain- 
ing consciousness  he  complained  only  of  thirst  and  of  a 
slight  burning  sensation  at  the  wound.  Small  pieces  of  ice 
were  given  from  time  to  time.  In  the  afternoon  the  patient 
complained  of  weakness  and  hunger,  and  relished  the  yelk 
of  an  egg  beaten  up  with  Marsala  wine,  given  in  teaspoon- 
fuls  every  half  hour.  The  temperature  throughout  the  day 
was  98°,  pulse  72,  respiration  26.  The  same  kind  of  diet 
was  continued.  The  third  day  after  the  operation  the  bow- 
els acted  after  an  enema,  the  fourth  day  some  broth  and 
light  paste  were  allowed,  the  fifth  day  some  chicken,  the 
sixth   day  bread   was  added  to  the  diet.     On  that  day  the 
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bowels  acted  spontaneously.  The  wound  was  first  dressed 
on  the  eighth  day,  and  five  sutures  removed.  The  incision 
had  healed  by  first  mtention.  The  two  remaining  sutures 
were  removed  on  the  eleventh  day.  The  thirteenth  day 
after  the  operation  the  patient's  diet  consisted  of  coffee 
and  milk,  bread,  roast  chicken,  roast  beef,  eggs  and  wine. 
He  was  out  of  bed  for  two  hours  and  a  half  on  the  sixteenth 
day,  and  rapidly  gained  flesh  and  strength,  Two  days  be- 
fore the  operation  the  man  weighed  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  pounds,  and  gained  about  thirty-three  pounds  in  six 
weeks.  He  continued  to  enjoy  perfect  health  when  pre- 
sented to  the  Bolognese  Academy  after  the  lapse  of  five 
months.  Professor  Loretta  subsequently  performed  a  simi- 
lar operation  in  another  case,  and  with  equally  good  result ; 
but  in  this  instance  he  experienced  much  less  difficulty  in  di- 
lating the  pylorus. — [The  Lancet,  August  18,  1883. 


THE  CAPILLARY  PULSE. 


Quincke  and  others  have  called  attention  to  a  rhytiimical 
dilatation  of  the  capillaries,  occurring  synchronously  with 
the  heart-beats,  in  certain  morbid  conditions,  or  even 
in  certain  invividuals  in  a  state  of  apparent  health. 
This  pulse  is  seen  most  readily  under  the  finger  nails,  and 
has  also  been  observed  in  the  retina.  It  is  most  marked  in 
slightly  ansemic  persons,  and  especially  in  sufferers  from 
*  aortic  insufficiency,  though  in  neither  case  is  it  of  constant 
occurrence.  Dr.  Albert  Buault,  writing  in  La  France 
Medicate  of  August  4,  1883,  mentions  a  method  by  which 
this  phenomenon  may  be  conveniently  studied.  The  head 
of  the  patient  is  firmly  held  in  a  suitable  light,  and  then  the 
forehead  is  rubbed  for  an  instant  bv  the  flat  of  the  finofer- 
nail.  If,  now,  the  patient  is  the  subject  of  a  capillary  pul- 
sation, the  white  spot  in  the  forehead  will  become  reddened 


English   Cholera  Mission,  351 

at  the  moment  of  cardiac  systole,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
integument  will  be  visibly  elevated.  M.  Kuault  observes 
that  this  phenomenon  is  nearly  constant  in  cases  of  aortic 
insufficiency  when  the  heart  beats  regularly  and  forcibly, 
but  it  is  usually  absent  if  the  heart  action  is  irregular  and 
feeble.  Recent  researches  of  Franck  have  shown  that  the 
mean  arterial  pressure  in  aortic  regurgitation,  so  far  from 
being  diminished,  is  equal  to,  or  greater  than  the  normal. 
This  indicates  that  the  arterial  system  is  in  a  state  of  ten- 
sion. Now,  says  the  author,  if  a  momentary  vaso-motor 
paralysis  be  produced  by  drawing  the  nail  across  the  fore- 
head, the  blood  will  be  forced  into  the  network  of  dilated 
capillaries  at  the  moment  of  systole,  and  the  skin  will  be 
redened  with  each  pulsation.  This  phenomenon  is  only  met 
with  in  those  pathological  conditions  in  which  there  is  an  in- 
creased cardiac  impulse,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  general 
arterial  contraction.  Aortic  insufficiency,  arterial  sclerosis, 
and  certain  forms  of  aneemia  are  the  conditions  noted  by  the 
author  as  those  in  which  the  frontal  capillary  pulse  is  most 
readily  observable. — [^Med  Record, 


THE  ENGLISH  CHOLERA  MISSION  TO  EGYPT. 


Letters  received  from  the  medical  men  sent  out  from 
England  to  Egypt  are,  says  the  Brit,  Med,  Journal^  very 
discouraging.  It  does  not  seem  likely  that  sanitary  meas- 
ures for  the  prevention  of  future  outbreaks  of  cholera  can 
be  adopted  for  a  long  time  to  come.  It  is  claimed  that 
cholera  has  been  in  Egypt  since  1865,  and  that  cases  oc- 
curred near  Damietta  last  Mav.  Antecedent  to  cholera, 
there  had  been^an  epidemic  disease  among  horses,  typhus 
carbunculosis,  so  called,  and  next  bovine  typhus,  which 
killed  its  thousands.     The  difficulties  of  carrying  out  effi- 
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cient  santttttion  are  found  to  be  enormous.     Tbe  kabits  of 
men,  women,  and  children-  are  such  as  habitually  to  defile 
their  habitations  and  the  sammnding^  ground.     As  to  the 
Medical  Department,  it  has  been  found  to*  be  in  a  far  worfie 
state  than   could   have  been  *  expected .      The  registers  of 
deuthe  in  the  yillageA  are  made  out  by  the  barber;  the  eases, 
in  a  large  proportion,  are  never  seen  during  life,  and  the 
barber  enters  whatever  disease  eomes  first  to  hie  imagioa- 
tion  and  hib  pen.     The  Egyptian  medical  officers  are,  as  a 
body,  found  to  be  wretchedly  paid^  and  very  incompetent ; 
cowardice  and  neglect  of  duty  are  very  rife  among  them. 
They  have  not  the  confidence  of  the  fellaheen,  who  seldom 
seek  thdff  advice,  and*  the  Arabs  never,  without  exception. 
The  hospitals  are  wretched,  tumbledown,  hovels,  filthy  in 
idle  extreme,,  and  the  beds  not  less  so.     The  lunatic  asylum 
at  Abbaesieh  is  filthy  beyond  description,  and  its  manage- 
ment indescribably  bad. 


THE  USE  OF  ATROPINE  AND  MORPHINE  BEFORE 

ANESTHESIA. 


Dr.  Aubert,  of  Lyons,  lately  forwarded  a  paper  to  the 
Biological  Society  of  Paris  on  the  Anvautages  of  Combin- 
ing Atropine  with  Morplm  in  Hypodermic  Injections,  in 
the  following  circumstances:  1.  In  all  cases  where  injec- 
tions of  morphia  are  indicated,  the  analgesic  action  of  the 
morphia  being  then  considerably  increased  by  tbe  addition 
of  atropine.  2.  As  an  adjuviwt  to  the  anesthesia  produced 
by  chloroform  or  ether.  The  nauseating  effects  of  the  sub. 
stances  are  at  the  same  time  suppressed,  which  by  the  ef- 
forts of  expectoration  may,  in  syphilitic  subjects,  be  attended 
with  great  danger  to  the  surgeou  or  his  assistants.  3.  The 
tolerance  of  the  morphia  is  so  increased  by  its  association 
with  atropine  that  it  could  be  administered  even  a  few  min- 
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utes  after-  a  meal  without  any  fear  of  the  sapervention  of 
vomiting.  In  the  diseuseion  that  followed,  M.  Poncet  ob- 
served that  ali  the  means  which  tend  to  palliate  the  incon- 
veniences of  chloroformization  have  the  effect  of  prolong- 
ing to  a-  dangerous  degree  the  aneesthetio  sleep,  which  he 
considers  undesirable,  as  it  is  preferable  for  the  subjects 
operated  on  to  recover  their  senses  as  soon  as  possible.  Dr. 
Browu-Sequard  then  remarked-  that  the  employment  of 
atropine  has  precisely  for  effect  the  diminution  of  the  so- 
porific action  of  morphia. — ^Louisville  Medical  News 


DR,  ABERNETHY  AND  THE  LATE  GENERAL  DIX. 


In  the  biography  of  the  late  General  Dix,  written  by  his 
son,  Morgan  Dix,  which  has  just  a{>pearcd,  is  an  account  of 
an  interview  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Abemethy.  It  will  in- 
terest our  readers  especially,  since  it  is  known  that  the  wis- 
dom of  the  physician's  advice  carried  General  Dix  from 
dyspeptic  youth  into  eighty  years  of  robust  life.^  General 
Dix  gives  the  account  himself:  '^He  received  me  with 
great  eivility ,  heard  a  few  words  of  the  story,  and  cut  me 
short,  as  follows :  '  Sir,  you  are  pretty  liar  gone,  and  the 
wonder  is  you  are  not  gone  entijcely.  If  you  had  consulted 
common  sense  instead  of  the  medical  faculty  you  could 
probably  have  been  well  years  ago.  I  can  say  nothing  to 
you  excepting  this :  You  must  take  regular  exercise,  as 
much  as  you  ca^i  bear  without  fatigue,  as  little  medicine  as 
possible,  of  the  simplest  kind,  and  this  only  when  absolutely 
necessary,  and  a  moderate  quantity  of  plain  food,  of  the 
quality  which  you  find  by  experieoce  best  to  agree  with  you. 
No  man,  not  even  a  physician  can  prescribe  diet  for  another. 
*•  A  stomach  is  a  stomach ;"  and  it  is  impossible  for  any 
one  to  reason  with  safety  from  his  own  to  that  of  any  other 
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person.  There  are  a  few  general  rules  which  any  man  of 
common  sense  may  learn  in  a  week — such  as  this :  That  rich 
food,  high  seasoning,  etc.,  are  injurious.  I  can  say  no  more 
to  you,  sir ;  you  must  go  and  cure  yourself.'  " 


A  New  Method  of  Diagnosing  Canceb. — In  the  Journal 
de  Medicine^  of  Brussels,  Dr.  W.  Rommelaere  publishes  a 
series  of  clinical  observations  illustrating  a  new  fact  in  the 
pathology  of  cancer.  He  finds  (in  thirty-four  cases )  that 
in  persons  subject  to  cancer,  the  amount  of  urea  daily  elim- 
inated progressively  diminishes  until  it  is  below  twelve 
grammes.  By  studying  the  urea  eliminated  in  cases,  for 
exami)le,  where  doubt  exists  between  gastric  ulcer  and  can- 
cer, a  diagnosis  can  be  made.  In  twelve  cases  of  gastric 
ulcer  the  daily  urea  elimination  •  was  about  twenty-five 
grammes.    . 


Rise  of  Bodily  Temperature  after  Simple  Frac- 
tures.— Dr.  Grundler  has  been  making  a  series  of  thermo- 
metric  observations  in  patients  suffering  from  uncomplicated 
fractures,  and  found  in  every  case  but  one  of  those  exam- 
ined, a  rise  of  from  2^  to  4°  F.  above  the  normal.  The 
degree  of  fever  is  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  broken 
bone,  and  to  the  degree  of  extravasation.  The  highest  tem- 
perature observed  (102.5°)  was  in  a  case  of  fractured  fe- 
mur, and  the  lowest  (100.5°)  in  fracture  of  the  forearm. 
The  rise  began  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day,  and  reachetl 
its  highest  point  on  the  evening  of  the  second  to  the  fourth 
day. — [^Oentr.  fur  Chir,^  August  11,  1883. 
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The  Valley  Sanitarium. — We  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 
the  organization  in  St.  Louis  of  The  Valley  Sanitarium  for  the  treatment 
of  medical  and  surgical  diseases  from  abroad,  where  all  the  comforts  of  a 
home,  with  the  best  medical  and  surgical  skill  will  be  given  to  all  those 
who  become  inmates  of  this  much  needed  Institution,  Drs.  Franklin  and 
Valentine,  well-known  throughout  the  United  States  as  competent  and 
reliable  practitioners,  are  in  attendance ;  the  former  as  surgeon,  the  latter 
as  physician.  We  confidently  commend  this  Valley  Sanitarium  to  the 
profession,  and  the  people  generally  throughout  all  the  country  tributary 
to  St.  Louis.  There  is  no  private  institution  of  this  kind  in  our  city,  and 
the  profession  will  be  glad  to  know  that  men  of  the  very  best  skill  are  in 
charge. 

Thb  First  Number  of  **  The  Texas  Homoeopathic  Pellet  ^^  has  been 
laid  upon  our  table  as  an  exchange  from  the  Lone  Star  State.  It  comes  to 
us  freighted  with  good  things,  the  greater  part  of  which  are  contributed 
by  Texas  Homoeopaths,  which  speaks  well  for  the  profession  in  that  State. 
It  is  bright,  sparkling,  and  newsy,  and  we  bespeak  for  it  a  prominent  po- 
sition among  our  journals,  and  an  extensive  circulation  among  the  profes- 
sion generally.  We  hail  your  first  effort,  brother  Fisher,  and  to  insure 
success  to  you  have  only  to  keep  on  as  you  have  so  nobly  begun.  Let 
every  practitioner  who  wishes  success  to  our  cause  in  the  southwest,  en- 
close Two  Dollars  to  its  Editor,  Dr.  C.  £.  Fisher,  of  Austin,  Texas,  and 
our  word  for  it  he  will  never  regret  the  amount  expended. 

Wk  hail  with  pleasure  the  new  College  boom  that  is  being  inaugurated 
in  Philadelphia.  The  Trustees  of  the  Hahnemann  College  have  just  pur- 
chased a  lot  of  ground  on  which  they  intend  to  erect,  as  soon  as  actual 
possession  of  the  ground  is  obtained,  a  new  College  Dispensary  and  Hos- 
pital Buildings.  The  buildings  will  have  a  frontage  of  one  hundred  and 
six  feet  on  Broad  street  and  one  hundred  and  forty-two  feet  on  Fifteenth 
street,  near  the  business  part  of  the  city.  Commodious  apartments  will 
be  provided  for  lecture  rooms,  practical  anatomy  rooms,  and  the  va- 
rious laboratories  required  for  instruction  in  the  different  departments  of 
chemistry.  Physiology,  Normal  and  Pathological  Histology.  Library, 
Reading,  Study  and  Recitation  Rooms  will  also  be  provided  for  the  con- 
venience and  comfort  of  both  students  and  teachers.    We  congratulate 
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our  brethren  of  Philadelphia  that  they  will  possess  in  very  truth  all  the 
requisites  that  attach  to  <*  the  higher  medical  education  of  men  and 
women."    We  wish  you  success  in  your  grand  undertaking. 

The  Mkdical  Science  Club. — A  new  HomoBopathic  Medical  Society, 
has  been  successfully  organized  in  Chicago,  the  object  of  which  is  to  en- 
courage study  and  research  in  special  departments  of  medicine.  The 
name  chosen  is  that  of  "The  Medical  Science  Club,"  and  the  number  of 
active  members  is  limited  to  fifteen.  In  addition  to  its  active  members, 
who  are  resident  practitioners  of  Chicago,  the  Club  has  a  number  of  asso- 
ciate members  throughout  the  country.  Each  active  member  reads  a  cer- 
tain definite  number  of  papers  throughout  the  year,  on  some  specialty,  in 
which  he  is  interested.  The  number  of  active  members  up  to  date,  with 
their  specialties,  is  as  follows : 

Surgery F.  H.  Newman,  M.  D. 

Gynaecology Pror.  W.  F.  Knoll,  M.  D. 

Ophthalmology  and  Otology...  Drs.  C.  F.  Bassett  and  C.  G.  Fuller. 

Physical  Diagnosis C.  E.  Ehinger,  M.  D. 

Obstetrics F.  A.  Churchill,  M.  D. 

Anatomy C.  M.  Beebe,  M.  D. 

Physiology S.  C.  Schneider,  M.  I). 

Histology, F.  R.  Day,  M.  D. 

Chemistry Prof.  Clifford  Mitchell,  M.  D. 

Meetings  are  held  on  every  alternate  Tuesday  evening,  at  the  Grand 
Pacific  Hotel,  and  thus  far  have  been  of  remarkable  interest.  The  Club 
proposes  to  do  vigorous  work  in  medical  science  during  the  winter,  and 
will  be  **  heard  from  "  on  many  an  important  subject. 

[We  are  glad  to  see  that  our  friends  in  Chicago  are  willing  to  pattern 
after  our  St.  Louis  physicians  in  the  formation  of  medical  societies,  that 
go  beyond  the  dry  details  of  Practice  and  Therapeutics. — Ed.] 

The  Announcements  of  the  different  Medical  Colleges  in  the  United 
States  have  come  to  hand,  and  we  are  pleased  to  see  an  advance  in  educa- 
tional work  all  along  the  line,  without /ormaZ  declaration.  The  announce- 
ment of  the  Homoaopathic  College  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  comes 
in  at  the  tail  end  of  all.  A  new  motto  emblazoned  on  Its  title  page  pro- 
claims to  the  world,  **  The  Higher  Medical  Education  of  Men  and  Women.^^ 
We  look  over  its  pages,  to  see  where  the  H.  M.  E.  comes  in  best,  and  find 
nothing  there  warranting  the  pronunclamento.  We  turn  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  its  Faculty ;  presto,  change !  We  see  on  the  top  of  the  page  in 
certain  rubrics,  the  election  of  Henry  L.  Obetz,  M.  D.,  to  the  chair  of 
Surgery  in  place  of  **Dr.  Walton,  Declined.^^  A  little  further  on  we  observe 

no  Profesor  of  Materia  Medica ;  still  further  on  we  see  M.  D. 

[elected  I  suppose]  to  the  chair  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children,  in  lieu  of  Prof.  Cowperthwaithe,  of  Iowa  University,  Declined. 
What  follows  are  the  many  tails  to  this  C3llegiate  kite,  to  keep  her  from 
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going  too  high.  Ahis!  alas!!  for  <* the  higher  medical  education  of  Men 
and  women."  With  a  boasted  Faculty  of  one  Professor,  and  others  in- 
cubating. After  such  eminent  representative  men  in  our  profession  as 
Morgan,  Jones,  Gilchrist,  Gatchell,  and  Franklin,  whose  names  were  an 
honor  to  any  school,  the  search  has  been  extended  to  the  little  interior 
towns  of  the  country,  to  find  material  for  **  the  higher  education  of  men 
and  women,"  and  they  have  fouod  it  In  the  names  not  **  declined^  Once 
so  noble,  now  none  so  poor  to  do  it  reverence. — ISatdix. 

The  St.  Louis  HoMosPAxnic  Colj.ege  for  Women. — This  College, 
as  we  prophesied  last  April,  is  now  an  accomplished  fact.  With  a  full 
corps  of  Professors,  both  men  and  women,  it  now  enters  the  college 
arena,  and  will  command  respect  because  it  promises  to  deserve  it.  Its 
officers  are  well  known  in  college  circles,  and  several  of  its  teaching  body 
are  men  of  experience  and  ability. 

This  is  an  opportune  time  for  the  establishment  of  a  Woman's  Medi- 
cal College  in  St.  Louis,  and  we  are  sincerely  glad  that  it  begins  so  aus- 
piciously. We  hope  the  profession  will  sustain  it.  It  ought  to  succeed, 
and  will  if  we  all  take  an  interest  in  it,  and  work  for  the  cause  of  woman 
in  her  own  school,  where  she  can  become  a  better  doctor  than  by  the  old 
plan  of  co-education.  This  is  our  view  of  the  question,  after  many  years 
of  lecturing  to  mixed  classes.  If  we  had  had  either  sex  alone,  we  could 
have  made  more  proficient  practitioners  of  the  healing  art  The  times 
are  ripe  for  it.    Long  may  it  prosper!     On  another  page,  see  ad. 

Professqr  ViRCHOw  has  been  so  much  criticised  by  the  Congress  of 
German  Physicians,  for  allowing  a  testimonial  by  him  of  a  recent  rem- 
edy to  be  published,  that  he  has  withdrawn  from  the  Society.  The  propri- 
etor of  the  pilul«e  helveticfle  sent  specimens  to  Professor  Virchow,  request- 
ing him  to  try  them.  He  was  in  need  of  something  of  the  kind  himself, 
and  accordingly  gave  them  a  trial.  The  result  proved  so  satisfactory,  that 
he  wrote  a  note  to  the  manufacturer  stating  the  fact  but  gave  him  no  per- 
mission to  print  it.  Without  authority  from  Professor  Virchow,  however, 
the  letter  was  printed  and  very  widely  distributed.  Virchow  felt  that  un- 
der the  circumstances,  the  remonstrances  of  the  Congress  were  unwar- 
ranted, and  consequently  withdrew  from  it. 

The  newly  organized  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Colo- 
rado, proposes  to  maintain  a  four  years  course  of  nine  months  each.  This 
is  a  most  excellent  requirement,  and  w^e  hope  the  University  will  fully 
maintain  it.  Another  provision  of  the  College  we  can  not  as  as  heartily 
commend.  The  instruction  is  to  be  free  and  open  to  persons  of  either 
sex.  Education  of  any  kind  beyond  that  of  the  common  schools  should 
not  be  free.  A  person  w'ho  is  unable  to  pay  his  own  w^ay  while  getting  an 
education  has  not  got  life,  energy  and  intellect  sufficient  to  make  him  de 
serving  of  a  broad,  liberal  education  or  worthy  of  a  position  in  the  ranks 
of  professional  men.  The  co-education  of  the  sexes  in  medicine  has  not 
proved  successful  elsew^here  in  this  countrj',  and  it  is  doubful  whether  it 
will  be  possible  to  maintain  it  in  Colorado  without  difficulty. 
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A  Safe  ANiESTHKTic— '*  Dr.  W.  K.  Mayo,  a  Boston  dentist,  Is  said 
to  have  discovered  a  new  anseestlietic  devoid  of  the  serious  detects  of 
those  in  common  use.  Its  inbreathing  is  agreeable  and  safe.  It  produces 
absolute  insensibility  to  pain,  long  enough  to  permit  the  most  delicate 
operations,  preserves  the  pulse  at  its  normal  condition  (a  lit  tie  higher  than 
usual,  perhaps,,  and  admits  of  immediate  recovery  from  its  IiiflueDce 
virltbout  any  sense  of  nausea  or  dizziness." 

Nkw  Remedies  Against  Syphilis. — Cascara  amarga  is  the  bark  of 
a  tree  In  Honduras  (Genus  Picramnla) .  The  fluid  extract  is  used  by  grown 
persons  in  secondary  syphilis  i?i  doses  of  thirty  to  fifty  drops  three  times 
a  day.  The  symptoms,  it  Is  said,  disappear  rapidly  and  it  also  acts  as  an 
excellent  tonic.  In  a  case  of  iritis  syphilitica,  decided  improvement  set  in 
after  three  days  (forty  drops  of  fluid  extract  three  times  a  day)  and  even 
after  leaving  off  the  installation  of  Atropine  in  the  day  the  case  was  fully 
cured  by  the  solva  of  Cascara  amarga.  Foliae  CarobuB  (from  Brazil)  is 
recommended  by  Edln.  fluid  extract  of  Carobse,  fifteen  to  sixty  drops 
three  times  a  day  is  recommended  for  old  cases  of  secondary  syphilis,  as 
it  is  a  tonicum  and  alterans. 

Berberis  aquifolium,  Dr.  Baird  of  Tennessee,  used  it  in  secondary 
syphilis  —''All.  Med.  Centr.  Zeit^ 

The  Missouri  State  Board  of  Health.  —  Springfield,  Mo.,  Sept. 
24th,  1883.  P.  G.  Valentine,  M.  D. :  Dear  Sir.— In  your  report  of  the 
August  meeting  in  St.  Louis,  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  you  got  us 
greatly  mixed,  leaving  me  out  and  substituting  Dr.  Millcf,  who  is  not  a 
member  of  the  Board.  Since  Dr.  P.  D.  Yost's  death,  Dr  Albert  Morrill 
has  been  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  made.  We  had  quite  a  success- 
ful meeting  at  Hannibal,  registering  some  200  Diplomas,  and  examining 
a  number  of  persons  for  certificates,  rejecting  60  per  cent,  of  the  latter. 
At  the  meeting  held  at  Kansas  City,  Sept.  5th  and  ()th,  we  registered  over 
400  Diplomas,  also  examined  quite  a  number  for  the  granting  of  certifi- 
cates. Also,  at  the  recent  meeting  held  here,  some  200  were  registered. 
The  Physicians  are  turning  out  liberally,  everywhere  we  go,  and  the  ma- 
jority of  those  that  register  are  exempt;  but  they  say  it  is  a  good 
law,  and  they  want  to  see  it  succeed  and  supported. 

Good  feeling  and  harmony  exist  among  the  members  of  the  Board. 
We  will  meet  at  the  Southern  Hotel,  in  St.  Louis,  Oct.  1st,  and  be  in  ses- 
sion three  days,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  see  our  Homoeopathic  brethren 
come  in,  even  if  they  are  exempt.  It  will  be  better  for  them.  The  old 
school  are  doing  so. 

The  President,  Dr.  E.  H.  Gregory,  has  appointed  me  to  represent  the 
State  at  the  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  Sanitary  Council  at  Mem- 
phis, next  March,  which  I  consider  a  point  gained. 

Respectfully, 

Geo.  M.  Cox,  M.  D., 
Hom.  Member  State  Board  of  Health,  and  Vice  President. 
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Prof.  E.  C.  Franklin  has  retired  from  his  post  as  Surgeon  in  the 
Homoeopathic  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  The  doctor 
lias  made  a  splendid  record,  both  in  general  surgery  and  spinal  curvature 
practice.  In  his  hospital  work  he  has  shown  remarlcable  success,  while  as 
a  teacher  he  has  done  a  large  amount  of  valuable  work.  The  doctor  re- 
turns to  his  former  home  in  St.  Louis  with  the  best  wishes  of  his  late 
confreres  and  the  highest  regards  of  his  many  Michigan  friends. — Medical 
Advance. 

Lbttkrs  are  coming  to  Prof.  Edmonds,  Dean  of  the  Homoeopathic 
Medical  College  of  Missouri,  by  the  score,  from  those  who  promise  ma- 
triculation into  this  school.  A  larger  number  of  applicants  than  any  pre- 
vious year  have  already  signified  their  intention  to  be  enrolled  as  students. 
St.  Louis  is  the  future  great  western  educational  center  of  this  country. 
The  student  will  find  more  hospital  and  clinical  advantages  than  in  any 
other  school  west  of  the  Alleghanies.  If  clinical  work  is  **  the  indispen- 
sable requirement  of  the  raoderm  medical  school,**  it  can  be  found  in  per- 
fection in  St.  Louis.  Talk  of  your  nine  months  course  and  your  <*  Higher 
Medical  Education,** — it  is  all  bosh,  and  none  know  it  better  than  those 
who  talk  the  most  about  it. 

Prof.  J.  T.  Kent  will  deliver  the  opening  address  of  the  College 
course,  October  8th,  at  d  p.  m.,  in  the  College  building. 

Thb  "  Sore  Heads,"  as  usual  are  coming  to  the  front.  They  never 
will  believe  in  the  Homoeopathic  Department  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan— never  tlH  they  get  into  it. — Med,  Advance.  No,  and  they  never  will 
get  into  it  as  at  present  officered,  if  they  have  fairly  cut  their  eye  teeth — 
"all  save  one**  and  he  has  never  *^advance*^  d  beyond  his  first  grade. — Clin. 
Beoiev). 

At  the  RflQUEST  of  Senator  Ingalls,  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
has  appointed  a  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  for  this  city,  consisting  of 
Drs.  G.  H.  T.  Johnson,  A.  H.  Lanphear  and  Robt.  Funke.  This  will  save 
the  expense,  to  applicants  for  pensions,  of  a  visit  to  Leavenworth  or  St. 
Joseph,  for  such  purpose,  and  this  city  will  be  within  easy  access  to  pen- 
sion applicants  from  all  Northern  Kansas  points.  The  Board  Is  wisely  se- 
lected, and  competent  in  every  respect  to  discharge  the  duties  satisfac- 
torily. 

Thk  Mkdical  Treatment  of  Obstinate  Neuralgia. — M.  Verneuil, 
in  a  communication  to  the  Surgical  Society  of  Paris  (Le  Prog.  Med.y  No. 
49,  1882),  referring  to  the  surgical  treatment  of  obstinate  neuralgia,  said 
that  all  therapeutic  resources  should  be  exhausted  before  surgical  Inter- 
ference was  undertaken.  He  recalled  a  case  which  was  cured  by  hyoscy- 
aniln,  after  resection  of  all  the  ends  of  the  nerves  and  even  amputation 
had  failed  to  give  relief. 
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Drs.  a.  C.  and  W.  Detweiler,  of  Beading,  Pa.,  were  drowned  In 
July  last,  while  boating  on  the  Schuykill  river.  Both  brothers  were  young 
practitioners  of  medicine,  and  held  prominent  positions  in  their  profes- 
sion. 

Dk.  Francis  Black,  of  London,  Eng.,  who  is  known  wherever  hom- 
CBopathy  is  known,  died  in  May  last,  at  the  age  of  64.  He  retired  from 
practice  some  years  ago,  but  still  took  an  active  part  in  all  that  concerned 
homoQopathy.  Till  within  a  few  months  of  his  death  he  held  the  office  of 
Treasurer  of  the  British  Homoeopathic  Society,  and  was  also  engaged  in 
work  for  the  Hahnemann  Publishing  Society.  He  died  of  malignant  dis- 
ease of  the  intestines.  He  was  co-editor  of  the  British  Journal  of  Hom- 
oeopathy for  years,  and  wrote  many  valuable  and  Instructive  articles  on 
various  diseases.  Notably  among  his  contributions  to  homoeopathy  was 
his  valuable  monograph  on  arsenic.  He  died,  beloved  by  all  his  associ- 
ates, respected  by  the  world  of  science,  and  has  left  behind  him  a  mem- 
ory and  an  example  which  are  precious  legacies  to  the  body  who  now 
mourns  his  loss. 

Dr.  Daniel  Holt,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  died  in  May  last,  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  72  years.  He  was  a  practitioner  of  considerable  reputation, 
and  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 

Dr.  Edward  Huber,  a  German  homoeopathlst,  and  reckoned  one  of 
the  most  able  physicians  of  Vienna,  and  physician  to  the  Hospital  for  the 
Homoeopathic  Treatment  of  Children,  recently  established  in  that  city, 
died  at  Pola,  May  last,  at  the  age  of  86  years. 

Dr.  Goullon,  of  Weimar,  well  known  to  all  the  homoeopathic  world 
by  his  numerous  writings,  recently  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  80.  He 
leaves  a  son,  who  is  gaining  great  reputation  as  a  voluminous  writer,  and 
hard  worker  in  the  profession. 

Prof.  A.  O.  Blair. — This  old,  esteemed  and  representative  son  of 
Homoeopathy,  who  once  held  a  Professorial  chair  in  the  Homoepathic 
Medical  College  of  Mo.,  besides  being  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  in  the  Cleveland 
Homoeopathic  College,  has  passed  from  earth  to  a  better  sphere,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  76  years.  Prof.  Blair  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  but  removed 
in  early  life  to  Ohio,  where  he  soon  became  identified  with  homoeopathy, 
and  secured  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  excelled  as  a  teacher,  on 
account  of  his  plainness,  simplicity,  and  profoundness  of  learning.  Asa 
practitioner  he  was  loyal  to  the  principles  of  his  great  Master,  and  became 
a  shining  light  to  all  who  worshipped  at  the  shrine  of  Hahnemann.  He 
died  as  he  lived,  full  of  christian  hope,  full  of  useful  years,  "  like  as  a 
shock  of  corn  cometh  in  his  fuU  season.*' 
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Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  My  colleagues  have  selected  me 
this  year  to  welcome  our  friends  and  students,  as  such  I  am 
happy  to  give  you  a  greeting. 

We  have  assembled  this  evening  to  give  emphasis  to  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary,  or  opening  of  the  Homoeopathic 
Medical  College,  of  Missouri.  Think  of  that,  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  Think  of  the  changes  wrought  in  that  time,  and 
the  struggle  there  must  have  been  with  the  pioneers  who 
founded  this  institution,  prominent  among  whom  were 
Temple  and  Helmuth.  There  was  meagre  opportunity  to 
study  the  homoepathy  art  at  that  time,  and  it  was  thought  a 
foolish  thing  for  a  young  man  to  throw  himself  away,  and 
waste  his  time  in  such  saccharine  moonshine.  But  the  time 
has  come  when  our  colleges  are  found  throughout  the  land, 
and  young  men  are  proud  to  investigate  its  principles.  This 
old  institution  has  passed  through  many  vicissitudes,  she 
has  had  war  times  and  she  has  had  peace  times.  Wars  of 
political,  medical,  and  personal  strife  have  interfered  with 
her  usefulness,  and  have  even  caused  her  to  suspend  her 
good  work  for  a  period ;  but,  I  am  happy  to  say  her  friends 
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are  again  determined  and  her  enemies  are  nowhere  to  be 
found.  She  stands  as  tried  by  fire,  perhaps  the  better  for 
the  contest.  Fears  as  to  her  future  are  groundless.  Think 
of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  in  which  all  these  strifes  have 
been  going  on,  and  yet  the  great  and  good  work  she  has 
done.  Temple,  Helmuth,  Franklin,  Vastine,  Walker, 
names  all  well  known  to  the  homoeopathic  world,  have  been 
active  workers  in  the  teaching  body,  and  it  may  be  said 
that  the  best  talent  has  been  found  at  all  times  in  her  teach- 
ing body,  and  great  men  are  numbered  in  her  alumni. 
While  her  pupils  have  not  outnumbered  some  of  her  co- 
laborers,  yet  the  strength  measured  by.  quality,  compares 
favorably.  Geogmphically  this  school  has  not  been  situated 
to  obtain  large  classes.  The  west  has  been  a  wild  country, 
given  more  to  the  chase  for  game  and  red  men,  for  pas- 
time, and  to  salines  and  castor-oil  for  healing  purposes. 
The  South  and  West  have  not  been  attracted  toward  the 
mild  power  healing  art,  until  recently,  and  the  young 
planter  most  naturally  thought  old  Dr.  McDowell  just  the 
man  to  learn  medicine  and  surgery  from.  It  wjis  quite 
enough  for  a  young  man  to  have  graduated  at  McDowell's 
school  to  insure  great  success,  and  au  attractive  matrimonial 
alliance.  However,  this  is  changing,  and  the  opportunity  is 
oftener  presented  for  our  students  to  make  homoeopathy 
popular  by  marked  success  at  the  bedside.  The  success  of 
the  homoeopathic  healing  art  during  the  yellow  fever  time 
was  so  marked  that  one  had  but  to  compare  results  to  be 
convinced.  The  South  and  West  are  now  being  filled  with 
representatives  of  our  school  of  practice,  and  the  future  of 
this  college  must  make  a  grand  contrast  with  its  past.  If  we 
reflect  we  will  see  that  only  a  few  years  ago  we  were  a  lim- 
ited number  of  workers,  amidst  a  vast  army  of  opponents, 
while  now  there  are  ninety  homoeopathic  physicians  in  this 
city,  with  specialists  in  every  department.  We  cannot 
realize  without  thought  the  importance  of  our  specialists. 
The  young  men  in  the  '*  regular  "  school  always  point  to 
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the  ^^  oculist  ^^  and  surgeon  with  a  just  pride ;  and  1  have 
heard  the  question  asked  many  a  time  **  if  homoeopathy 
had  surgeons  and  oculists  in  their  schools."  Of  course 
this  only  demonstrates  their  ignorance  to  a  large  extent  of 
our  affairs,  but  it  shows  that  our  specialists  are  of  more  im- 
portance than  for  their  superior  knowledge  in  the  specialty ; 
they  give  us  tone  and  prestige,  and  should  be  encouraged. 
One  of  the  first  things  a  student  of  a  rival  school  asks, 
"Who  is  your  Professor  of  Surgery  ?"  **  Who  is  your  eye  and 
ear  man?"  The  names  Hodgen,  Pope  and  McDowell  brought 
more  students  to  St.  Louis  than  the  most  erudite  body  of 
didactic  instructors,  and  it  was  because  they  were  surgeons, 
specialists.    But  these  names  are  only  to  be  remembered. 

Neither  will  students  longer  come  to  St.  Louis  to  hear  the 
voice  of  the  great  and  good  Temple, 

This  school,  in  opening  its  twenty-fifth  course  of  lectures 
will  attract  students,  not  only  for  its  old  and  experienced 
teachers,  but  fo)r  a  principle  upon  which  the  law  sim.  sim. 
cur.  is  based.  Students  come  here  to  loam  the  truths  of 
the  immortal  Hahnemann  ;  to  learn  the  principles  which 
have  made  eight  thousand  practitioners  in  this  country  suc- 
cessful at  the  bedside  ;  to  learn  the  art  of  cure  that  does  not 
make  life  miserable,  and  entail  marked  forms  of  disease. 
Think  of  a  law  that  gives  every  college  in  the  world,  that 
pretends  to  teach  homoeopathy,  to  teach  one  and  the  same 
thing,  as  if  marching  to  the  same  band  of  music,  all  in  the 
same  time,  the  same  truth,  in  the  same  simple  way.  One 
hundred  teachers  of  materia  medica  all  lecturing  on  aconite, 
all  give  you  the  same  grand  totality  and  pathogenesis,  the 
same  symptoms,  the  same  illustration,  in  fact  the  same 
grand  therapeutic  application  of  the  whole  materia  medica. 
How  different  is  this  from  our  rival  schools,  who  go  entirely 
on  opinion,  and  clinical  experience.  Dr.  Bartholow  gives 
you  his  opinion,  and  Dr.  Allyne  gives  you  his  opinion,  and 
somebody  else  gives  you  his  opinion,  and  you  can  find  as 
many  properties  attributed  to  a  drug  as  you  can  find  men  to 
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give  opinions ;  not  so  in  homoeopathy,  every  drug  has  its  own 
fixed  symptoms,  and  no  more  ;and  every  practitioner  of  the 
homceopathic  healing  art  knows  them  in  a  general  way,  and 
it  is  not  left  to  opinion  or  clinical  experience. 

The  knowledge  of  our  rivals,  if  knowledge  they  have,  is 
obtained  by  experiments  upon  the  sick ;  the  information  we 
use  at  the  bedside  is  obtained  by  experiments  always  upon 
the  healthy.  The  knowledge  obtained  of  a  drug  while  act- 
ing upon  the  sick  cannot  be  considered  the  pure  drug  effect, 
and  is  too  uncertain  information  to  use  while  dealing  with  a 
human  life.  HomoBopathic  patrons  soon  learn  that  they  are 
not  experimented  wifh  when  sick,  for  they  know  that  we  do 
not  obtain  information  by  such  a  manner.  How,  will  you 
tell  me,  could  we  have  discovered  the  life-saving  properties 
of  aconite  in  croup,  but  for  its  action  on  the  healthy  larynx; 
and  how  much  I  thank  the  Master  for  that  knowledge^  as  it 
has  enabled  me  to  save  scores  of  children,  who  would 
have  otherwise  been  snatched  from  my  hands.  Students 
come  here  to  learn  a  therapeutics  based  upon  a  universal 
law  that  guides  to  the  use  of  a  materia  medica^  which,  like 
the  diamond^  with  age  grows  no  less  brilliant,  and  like  the 
gold  coin  brightens  by  rubbing.  I  am  often  reminded  of 
the  letters  traced  in  ancient  stone,  hidden  from  the  eye  of 
man  by  moss  and  earth.  Remove  this  moss  and  learn  to 
read  the  chaotic  scrawls  by  an  accidentally  discovered  key 
and  you  are  speaking  with  a  world  long  since  dead,  a  people 
who  never  dreamed  of  you.  Thus  it  is,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
as  I  dip  into  a  new  proving,  there  is  a  language  in  it,  which, 
as  I  learn  to  read  it,  opens  to  my  view  a  new  concatenation 
of  pathological  possibilities,  and  I  see  therein  new  means  to 
antagonize  disease  with,  and  make  man  more  comfortable  in 
his  time  of  distress.  How  much  like  translating,  is  oar 
materia  medica^  when  it  begins  to  open  up  to  the  new  be- 
ginner. 

Students  come  here  to  learn  the  relation  existing  between 
the  drug  and  disease  features.     We  can  show  the  similarity 
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but  we  cannot  demonstrate  why  there  is  a  similarity.  It  is 
not  a  work  of  man  that  caused  a  drug  picture  to  be 
simihir  to  the  disease  symptoms.  Yet  the  discovery 
of  this  similarity  was  the  work  of  Samuel  Hahnemann.  It 
is  greater  than  any  commonplace  work  of  man,  that  caused 
the  similitude  in  pathology  and  pathogenesy. 

Imagine  yourself  sitting  in  your  room,  upon  the  wall  of 
which  hangs  a  likeness,  a  painting  of  a  beautiful  lady. 
Suppose  now  an  artist  walks  in  with  a  painting  that  is  an  ex- 
act likeness  of  the  same  original ;  now  suppose  he  tells  you 
that  he  has  not  seen  the  original,  nor  her  likeness,  but  that 
he  has  painted  thii^  likeness  from  his  own  conception  or  im- 
agination, you  would  not  believe  him,  as  you  must  know 
tliat  pictures  may  be  wrought,  but  a  likeness  never  without 
a  model ;  to  make  a  likeness  you  must  be  acquainted  with 
the  original.  Now  it  looks  like  this  to  me  The  Creator, 
who  arranged  the  possible  symptom  picture  of  disease  as  a 
penalty  to  physical  sins,  also  arranged  the  symptom  pic- 
ture of  pathogenesis,  and  since  it  must  be  that  this  simi- 
larity was  ordered  or  it  would  not  be,  it  must  have  been  order- 
ed  for  some  gi'eat  and  wise  purpose  ;  to  learn  which,  is  the 
physician's  highest  duty  on  earth. 

All  things  that  have  come  to  man  by  revelation  or  spon- 
taneous development  have  appeared  at  the  proper  time,  at 
the  time  of  man's  greatest  need  The  wisdom  of  a  Creator 
has  been  apparent,  and  a  chance  revelation  satisfactorily 
disputed.  The  mineral  wealth  of  the  earth  has  been  dealt 
out  to  man  where  he  most  needed  it ;  the  coal  for  heat  and 
power,  and  the  oils  and  gases  for  light  by  night.  So  with  a 
suitable  state  of  civilization,  a  period  of  appreciation  and 
irreatest  need  came  the  doctrine  of  this  immortal  Uahne- 
mann,  a  doctrine  that  sbmds  against  the  arguments  and 
tirades  of  its  opponents,  and  like  the  oak  that  withstood  the 
mighty  storm,  grows  stronger  and  more  sturdy. 

The  principles  of  Hahnemann  are  as  fairly  rooted  as  is 
the  ash,  and  the  law  of  similia  too  well  demonstrated  to  be 
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overthro\ni.  It  governed  the  masters  in  all  their  prescrii>- 
tions  for  the  sick,  and  it  governs  us  to-day  more  positively; 
that  a  half  century  of  experience  has  not  shaken  our  confi- 
dence in  it.  I  can  not  say  so  much  for  the  armamentarium 
of  our  rivals.  When  you  say  opium  will  stop  pain,  and 
quinia  will  stop  some  cases  of  chills,  I  have  said  nearly  all 
there  is  to  be  said  of  their  vmteHa  medica  now  in  use,  that 
wjis  standard  twenty  years  ago.  And  the  only  good  thing 
that  they  can  say  is,  that  "We  do  not  do  as  badly  as  we 
did  twenty  years  ago."  Every  ten  years  brings  a  complete 
change  in  their  dispensatory.  Hahnemann's  materia  medica 
is  to-day  standard,  and  will  be  forever.  When  a  remedy  is 
once  proved  it  stands  to  the  end  of  time ;  it  awaits  its  place 
to  be  of  use.  When  the  time  comes  it  drops  into  place  as 
if  it  were  made  fo  fit,  and  does  its  work  to-day,  as  it  would 
have  done  a  thousand  years  ago,  had  man  known  how  to 
make  use  of  it,  and  as  it  will  do  a  thousand  years  to  come. 
It  may  be  said,  in  short,  that  the  homoeopathic  principle  of 
cure,  or  law  of  selection,  is  based  upon  the  supposed  an- 
tagonism of  similars,  but  our  rivals  attempt  to  demonstrate 
that  antagonism  must  be  based  upon  dissimilars  or  con- 
traries. Now  let  us  look  at  these  principles  so  applied. 
Now,  if  we  have  a  principle,  it  must  be  based  upon  one  of 
these  supposed  conditions  of  antagonism,  and  as  there  are  only 
two,  it  must  be  similar  or  dissimilar,  and  as  any  constituent 
of  the  homoeopathic  healing  art  must  say  that  there  are 
generally  but  two  or  three  substances  capable  of  producing 
a  totality  similar  to  the  totality  of  disease  symptoms, 
then  it  must  be  concluded  that  if  a  cure  can  be  made 
by  a  dissimilar,  it  can  be  made  by  any  force  that 
is  not  similar,  and  as  there  are  but  two  or  three 
similars,  then  it  must  follow  that  any  drug  substance 
known  to  man  outside  of  the  possible  two  or  three  similars, 
must  be  a  curative  in  any  given  disease,  which  would  be 
pronounced  absurd  by  a  very  moderate  reasoner.  From 
this  reasoning,  and  who  can  gainsay  it,  were  the  dimmUar 
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curative^  you  would  have  only  to  give  any  drug  that  had 
active  or  disturbing  principle  in  it,  and  you  would  cure  your 
patient  allopathically.  In  opening  this  course  of  instruc- 
tion it  is  proper  for  me  to  state,  that  this  school  takes  no 
part  in  the  controversy  of  potency,  and  we  deem  it  proper 
also  to  state  that  the  law  of  similars  is  the  essential  feature 
of  homoeopathy  as  a  law  of  selection,  that  the  quantity  of 
medicine  to  be  used  is  an  after  consideration,  simply  that  it 
should  be  the  smallest  amount  of  medicine  capable  of  pro- 
ducing the  desirecj  effect.  Practitioners  representing  the 
extremes  are  found  in  this  teaching  corps. 

Then  to  welcome  the  new  faces  to  this  hall,  and  make 
you  feel  that  this  is  your  home,  and  to  mutually  shake 
hands  with  our  friends  who  are  not  to  become  students,  is 
my  purpose.  None  the  less  are  we  glad  to  welcome  the  old 
faces  that  have  gladdened  the  hearts  of  teachers  in  sessions 
gone  by,  we  welcome  you  with  a  warm  hand,  and  will  try  to 
do  you  good.  We  shall  labor  to  make  you  feel  at  home 
with  us.  Meeting  old  friends  always  brings  rejoicing.  Re- 
member that  as  students,  while  with  us,  we  are  your  friends, 
always  ready  to  assist  you  with  advice  and  such  informa^ 
tiou  as  experience  only  can  enable  the  teacher  to  transfer. 

Remember  that  the  teacher  always  admires  most  the  stu- 
dent that  labors  the  hardest  to  help  himself. 

Remember  that  through  student  days  and  after  life, 
while  in  your  profession  ot  none  step  will  you  take  in 
advance  that  does  not  bring  joy  to  our  heart.  We 
know  how  steep  and  thorny  is  the  way  to  the  summit 
of  science,  and  every  man  of  you  observed  toiling  up 
this  hill  will  we  be  proud  to  make  honorable  mention 
of,  and  encourage.  There  is  a  vast  field  before  you ; 
and  you  come  here  to  learn  how  to  study,  and  so  clas- 
sify your  methods  of  study  that  you  may  acquire  informa- 
tion judiciously,  without  waste  of  time.  To  start  right  is 
very  important  and  sometimes  very  difficult ;  to  start  wrong, 
and  drift,  is  more  natural,  but  the  ending  is  bad. 
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It  will  be  our  purpose  to  furnish  you  a  nucleus  around 
which  you  can  gather  truth  in  after  experience  and  practical 
life.     **  Prove  all  things  and  hold  fast  that  which  is  good." 

But  now,  young  men,  it  is  yet  for  me  to  say,  and  it  is 
more  important  than  all ;  learn  to  think  for  yourself,  each 
one  of  you. 

'*  Of  Hahnemann's  father  we  know  sufficient  to  be  sure 
that  he  was  no  ordinary  man,  inasmuch  as  he  taught  the 
yonng  Samuel  to  think  for  himself — for  which  purpose  he 
is  said  to  have  shut  him  up  alone,  and  given  him  a  thtme  to 
think  out  " 

The  lessons  in  independent  thinking  caused  HahnemauD 
to  study  medicine,  and  that  against  the  wishes  of  his  father. 
Had  it  not  been  for  these  lessons  homoeopathy  would  to-day 
be  unborn. 

I  hope  we  may  find  one  in  this  year's  class  who  will  think 
as  independentl}'^  as  Hahnemann  did. 

You  must  be  warned  that  the  ladder  of  student  life  is 
short,  and  that  upon  which  you  are  taught  the  art  of  climb- 
ing, and  that  beyond  which  a  ladder  begins,  it  is  the  ladder 
of  life,  it  boirins  where  teachers  cease  to  instruct. 

The  didactic  and  clinical  teaching  in  college  life  can 
only  guide  you  to  principles,  and  you  must  not  forget  that 
your  teachers  cannot  go  with  you  t(»  the  bedside.  Then 
employ  your  time,  and  shun  evil  associates  and  places  of 
allurement.  Your  time  never  was  so  precious.  You  have 
only  so  much  time  to  stay,  and  you  have  a  very  great  deal 
of  information  to  acquire  Your  life  will  be  shaped  by 
your  industry  while  in  St.  Louis. 

Some  of  you  are  here  with  scanty  allowance  ;  do  not  lose 
courage,  for  the  great  Hahnemann  was  poor,  and  his  sul> 
sistence  was  obtained  by  his  labors,  even  while  he  M'as 
studvin<r  medicine,  and  his  2:reat  work  brou2:ht  him  throuffh 
with  a  little  to  spare.  His  perseverance  and  industry  may 
be  Imagined,  when  it  is  known  that  every  third  night  he  sat 
at  his  desk  the  entire  night  in  thought  and  study.    Economy 
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took  Hahnemaiui  to  Erlangen  for  his  degi*ee,  as  the  fee  was 
less  than  at  Leipsic. 

Each  student  thinks  his  own  life  filled  with  the  hardest 
task,  but  student  life  is  a  monotony.  Nothing  great  is  ac- 
complished without  great  toil,  and  sometimes  privation. 

To  the  students  of  last  year,  and  to  our  sympathizing 
friends,  I  must  say  some  changes  have  occurred  in  college 
policy,  one  of  which  it  is  prudent  for  me  to  mention,  viz. : 
The  teaching  of  females.  It  was  thought  after  due  con- 
sideration that  the  sexes  should  be  taught  in  separate  schools, 
and  we  did  what  was  greediest,  took  the  lion's  share,  the 
males  being  the  largest  proportion ;  had  the  females  out- 
numbered the  males  I  doubt  not  '*  they  would  have  been 
the  elect."  Mind  you  it  is  not  martyrdom  that  invites  men 
to  act,  but  success.  The  greatest  good,  the  greatest  suc- 
cess, the  greatest  achievement  for  Hahuemanuism  in  St. 
Louis,  for  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri, 
as  it  looks  through  the  field-glass  at  present,  is  a  school  for 
males  only.  Whatever  woman  has  paid  for  her  course  of 
instruction  will  lie  allowed  to  finish. 

The  slight  changes  in  the  teaching  corps  will  not  reduce 
the  labors  of  the  student.  The  Professor  of  Obstetrics  is 
an  accession,  and  the  class  may  reasonably  expect  energy 
and  faithfulness.  The  Chair  of  Materia  Medica^  so  im- 
portant in  a  homoeopathic  school,  that  it  may  not  suffer,  I 
promise  unceasing  labor  and  faithfulness,  and  I  am  promised 
the  encouragement  and  advice  of  its  old  occupant ;  I  shall 
make  a  great  effort  to  prevent  the  conclusion  that  a  poor 
surgeon  has  been  spoiled  to  make  a  bad  materia  medica 
man. 

To  the  faithful  friends  of  this  Institution^  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  say  we  thank  you  for  your  kindness,  for  your 
presence,  and  your  attention. 
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BAPTISIA  IN  TYPHOID  FEVER. 


BY   D.    A.    m'lACHLAN,    M.    D. 


There  appears  to  be  a  vast  amount  of  uncertaiutv  as  to 
whether  or  not  enteric  fever  can  be  aborted,  and  to  reach  a 
decision  is  worthy  our  most  careful  and  persistent  efforts. 
Many  assert  that  in  no  case  can  it  be,  while  other,  equally  as 
good  students  and  practitioners,  aver  that  it  can  be  cut  short 
in  its  incipiency.  Yhe  only  way  to  form  an  intelligent  indi" 
vidiuil  opinion  is  by  extensive  reading  and  careful  dintcal 
observation.  Some  authors  speak  of  an  abortive  /orm  run- 
ning about  the  same  course  as  to  typhoid  that  varioloid  does 
to  variola.  Even  in  the  event  of  a  number  of  such  cases 
existing  they  must  necessarily  be  treated  by  the  *'  expectant 
plan  "  to  determine  positively  as  to  their  course  and  dura- 
tion. Very  many  causes  and  influences  go  to  produce 
these,  among  which  we  think  proper  mecncal  treatment 
holds  an  important  place. 

Doubtless  many  more   such   cases   occur  under  homoeo- 
pathic than  allopathie  treatment.     A  recent  prominent  allo- 
pathic writer  says  concerning  the  treatment  of  enteric  fever : 
"  The  expectant  or  rational  treatment  is  that  generally  em- 
ployed at  the  present  time.     This  method  of  treatment  is 
based  upon  the  knowledge  that  enteric  fever,  like  the  other 
acute  infectious  diseases,  is  of  definite  duration  and  cannot 
be  cut  short,  that  is  to  say  cured,  by  therapeutic  measures. 
My  experience  has  impressed  me  with  the  firm  conviction 
that  that  man  will  be  most  successful  in  treating  typhoid 
fever  who  watches  its  progress  not  only  with  the  most  skilled 
and  intelligent  but  also   with  the  most  constant  care,  and 
gives  unceasing  attention  to  little  things^  and  who,  prescril)- 
ing  an  active  remedy,  weighs  with  the  greatest  accunicy  the 
good  intended  to  be  effected,  against  the  evil  the  prescaiptioii 
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may  iDllict,  and  then,  if  the  possible  evil  be  death,  and  the 
probable  good  short  of  the  saving  of  life,  holds  his  hand." 
No  wonder  they  call  the  expectant  treatment  the  rational 
treatment  when  the  posinble  evil  the  prescription  may  inflict 
may  be  death  and  no  wonder  they  do  nothing  and  expect 
their  patients  to  get  well.  Thank  God,  that  the  light  of 
homcepathy  enables  us  to  give  appropriate  medicine  without 
having  to  shoulder  the  terrible  responsibility  of  deciding 
between  the  possibility  of  killing  against  the  probability  of 
relieving  our  patients.  In  the  first  stage  of  the  disease  we 
have  hyperemia  of  the  mucous  membrane  together  with  in- 
filtration of  the  agminate  and  solitary  glands  of  the  intes- 
tine, and  it  is  highly  probable  that  in  abortive  cases  the  in- 
testinal lesions  undergo  resolution,  their  evolution  being 
arrested  short  of  ulceration  or  the  formation  of  sloughs. 
In  that  case  we  will  have  to  deal  with  a  primary  fever  due 
to  the  action  of  the  contagion  vivum^  and  not  with  the 
secondary  or  septic  fever  due  to  ulcers  resulting  from  necro- 
sis of  the  infiltrated  glands.  Many  of  us  have  seen  in- 
stances like  these  occcuring  in  the  same  dwelling  with  others 
of  the  severest  type»running  the  definite  course. 

Now  the  question  arises  are  these  aborted  or  abortive 
cases — in  other  words  are  they  cut  short  by  medication  or 
merely  cases  that  would  have  terminated  quite  as  early  and 
favorably  with  no  treatment  whatever?  If  they  have  had 
appropriate  medicinal  treatment^  are  we  not  justified  in 
thinking  the  former  hypothesis  the  true  one  ?  It  is  easy  to 
see  how  difficult  it  is  to  arrive  at  a  lecision  even  from  bed- 
side experience  and  observation.  How  often  we  see  in 
journals  or  books,  records  of  cases  cured  by  remedies  ad- 
ministered on  or  about  critical  days,  when  the  disease  would 
normally  take  either  a  favorable  or  an  unfavorable  turn ; 
while  we  all  know  the  tendency  of  the  profession  to  publish 
only  its  favorable  casesy  and  thus  grave  errors  are  commit- 
ted and  entailed  upon  others  by  publication.  I  have  in  mind 
a  case   in   which   Baptisia   was   administered   to   a  patient 
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(treated  allopathically  up  to  this  time)  on  the  31st  day  and 
it  is  asserted  that  the  fever  immediately  declined  and  from 
that  time  a  rapid  convalescence  followed.  In  most  cases  a 
change  would  be  almost  certain  to  occur  at  about  that  period 
and  it  renders  very  doubtful  indeed  the  efficacy  of  Baptisia  in 
this  instance. 

Of  the  many  drugs  to  which  has  been  ascribed  the  power 
to  abort  typhoid,  most  perhaps  have  not  now  even  historical 
interest  while  some  still  are  claimed  to  possess  this  virtue. 
Probably  Baptisia  tinctoria  ranks  highest  in  our  own  school 
in  some  forms  of  enteric  fever  at  least. 

Hughes  in  his  '*  Manual  of  Pharraaecodynamics  "  speaks 
of  numerous  cases  aborted  by  it  in  his  and  others  hands^  and 
advances  arguments  to  sustain  the  ground  he  takes,  but  in 
his  later  <^  Manual  of  Therapeutics"  relinquishes  all  and 
says:  **As  regards  abortive  power  I  must  relinquish  the 
claims  I  have  hithei*to  made  for  the  remedy.  I  must  ac- 
knowledge the  correctness  of  £>r.  Eidd's  and  Dr.  JousseVs 
objection  that  the  fever  I  had  broken  ap  with  Baptisia  was 
not  typhoid  but  gastric.  When  the  real  disease  appears 
either  sporadically  or  epidemically  it  runs  its  typical  course 
in  spite  of  this  or  any  other  remedy."  Shall  this  be  our 
ultiynatumf 

What  of  the  numberless  abortive  cases  occurring  with 
epidemic  or  endemic  typhoid?  Do  they  run  a  typical  course^ 
and  if  cases  may  terminate  in  resolution  at  all,  why  may 
not  the  appropriate  remedy,  the  true  similimum  of  the  dis- 
ease, materially  aid  nature'  s  efforts  in  that  direction,  and 
thus  practically  abort  the  fever ;  for  in  most  cases  we  see  a 
tendency  to  resolution,  a  usually  ineffectual  effort  of  nature, 
about  the  tenth  or  eleventh  day?  The  pathological  process 
in  simple  gastric  fever  or  acute  gastric  catarrh  may  even  ex- 
tend to  the  intestines,  but  generally  presents  prominent 
symptoms  of  stomach  imtation,  as  nausea,  vomiting,  etc., 
which  with  the  characteristic  features  of  typhoid  will  usu- 
ally enable  us  to  differentiate,  but  in  an  epidemic  of  the 
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latter  it  would  not  be  presumption  to  assume  the  mildest 
case  to  be  true  enteric  fever,  or  if  Baptisia  or  any  other 
remedy  performed  apparent  cures  in  repeated  instances,  that 
that  was  the  agent  which  accomplished  the  good  work,  and 
should  have  due  credit  for  the  same. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Wilson  (aUop.)  in  his  recent  work  <<  The  Con- 
tinued Fevers  "  treats  typhoid,  gastric,  mucus  and  bilious 
fevers  as  synonymous  terms,  and  it  appears  to  me  the  onus 
pi*obandi  rests  with  those  who  maintain  the  latter  to  be  dis- 
tinct from  typhoid. 

American  homoeopathic  contributors  mention  numerous 
cases  cured  by  Baptisia. 

Many  allopathic  journals  are  loud  in  its  praise,  if  not  in 
aborting  at  least  in  rendering  the  disease  comparatively  inno- 
cent, and  as  usual  claiming  its  discovery  as  their  own. 

Dr.  Laurence  Johnson  (allop.)  in  his  **  Medical  Formu- 
lary "  says :  *'  It  is  largely  employed  at  the  present  day,  by 
homcBopaths,  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever  and  careful 
experiments  seem  to  justify  their  use  of  it." 

Prof.  S.  A.  Jones,  gives  the  following  among  other  symp- 
toms of  the  drug  which  present  an  almost  perfect  picture  of 
typhoid : 
**Mind — Depressed,  dull  and  stupid.     Falls  asleep  in  the 

midst  of  talk— constant  delirium. 
Head — ^DuU  frontal  headache — ^vertigo. 
Eyes — Congested — vision  confused. 
Face — Red,  besotted  look. 
Ears — Deafness . 
Mouth — Ulcers  and  viscid  saliva,  gums  sore  and  bleed  readily 

on  touch. 
Tongue — Dry,  swollen  and  rough,  yellowish  white  or  brown 

coat  with  red  tips  and  edges. 
Stomach — Taste  flat  and   bitter,  appetite  entirely  lost,  pain 
in   epigastrium    and   right   hypochondriac   region,  not 
much  thirst. 
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Throat — Constricted  and  full  feeling  with  oppressed  breath- 
ing, difficulty  in  swallowing.. 

Abdomen — Bloated  and  sore,  dull  aching  and  sharp  shoot- 
ing pains,  rumbling  of  flatulence . 

Respiratory  organs — Constricted  diflicult  breathing,  muscles 
of  posterior  part  of  chest  and  neck  lame  and  stiff  on 
moving. 

Diarrhcea — Stools  have  putrid  odor — dark  and  offensive  or 
bloody,  great  prostration  and  pain  in  limbs  and  small 
of  back.  Primarily  constipation,  secondarily  diar- 
rhqea. 

Sleep — Restless  and  tosses  about  (pain),  wakes  with  suffo- 
cated feeling,  frightful  dreams. 

Urine — Scanty  and  feverish,  burns  while  passing. 

Pulse — Accelerated  at  first,  soft  and  quick,  then  slow  and 
feeble. 

Aggravation — Early  in  morning,  motion  and  heat  of  room 
or  bed  (marked  in  proving)." 

SYNOPSIS. 

Nervous  system.     A.  Ganglionic. 

1.  Tissue  affinity — Blood,  mucous  membrane,  skin,  and 
non-striated  muscular  fibre. 

2.  Chief  anatomical  regions — Blood-disorganization,  mu- 
cous membrane — mouth,  luno:s,  larffe  and  small  intes- 
tine  (ulcers).  Skin — livid  spots  (parts  on  which  pa- 
tient lies).  Non-str.  muse  fibre — inner  coat  of  blood 
vessels,  (blood  pressure.) 

B.  Cerebro-spinal — Torpidity  (a)  Brain  ;  gloomy,  depress- 
ed and  stupid  (delirium),  (6)  Cord — Left-sided  pa- 
ralysis, numbness  and  pricking. 

Chief  Characteristic — Putridity  of  everything — fcetid  breath, 
stool,  urine  and  sweat. 

General  Features — Prostration  over  whole  body  but  marked 
in  limbs.  Great  soreness  of  ports  lain  upon^  (tend- 
ercy   to   bed   sores),  somnolence   and   generai  mental 
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weakness,  (falls  asleep  in  the  midst  of  a  reply  to  a 

question),  injected  face  and  dull  besotted  look,  easily 

compressible  pulse,  dark,  offensive,  thick  liquid  stools. 

(Differs  from  Ars.  in  having  less  thirst  and  from  Rhus,  in 

tendenev  to  bedsores)." 
Add  to  this  the  characteristic  coated  tongue,  bitter  flat  taste, 
etc.,  and  the  picture  I  think  pretty  complete. 
After  such  a  proving,  would  not  we  as  homoeopaths  have 
the  right  to  expect  grand  work  from  the  drug  in  many  if  not 
most  cases  of  enteric  fever?  These  indications  have  been 
verified  clinically,  over  and  over  again,  by  many  observers 
in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  and  doubtless  "the  half  has 
not  been  told." 

Dr.  H(n4,  in  Vol.  6,  of  the  North  American  Journal 
first  brought  the  drug  to  the  notice  of  the  profession,  and 
mentions  several  very  interesting  cases,  in  which  a  decoction 
of  the  drug  was  given  in  frequently  repeated  doses,  follow- 
ed by  profuse  perspiration  and  almost  immediate  decline  of 
the  fever. 

Several  very  similar  instances  have  occurred  in  my  own 
practice,  some  of  which  appeared  unmistakeable.  I  may 
here  briefly  speak  of  two  or  three. 

Case.  I.  Mr.  M.  L.,  set.  40,  for  several  days  had  com- 
complained  of  feeling  very  tired  and  ill,  then  had  slight 
chill  followed  by  fever,  having  the  usual  appearance  of 
typhoid.  Fever  gradually  increased  in  intensity,  with  the 
usual  mornina:  remission  and  evening  exacerbation,  until 
about  the  third  or  fourth  day  (had  Ars.  up  to  this  time), 
Bapt.  ®  ,  drop  doses  hourly  were  given.  During  the  night 
he  avvoke  in  perspiration,  and  at  my  visit  next  day  found 
him  without  fever,  which  did  not  return  and  patient  soon 
regained  his  former  health. 

(Note. — This  case  occurred  in  the  midst  of  5  others  of 
severest  type,  in  the  same  family.  Two,  a  boy  and  a  young 
ladv  set.  18,  the  first  to  contract  the  disease,  died  under 
allop.  treatment  in   12  and  14  days  respectively,  the  other 
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three  making  good  recoveries  although  in  two  of  them  the 
fever  ran  a  very  low  and  protracted  course  (4  and  5  weeks), 
with  involuntary  stools  and  urine,  and  niore  or  less  constant 
delirium.  Had  not  the  same  opportunity  to  prove  the  eflS- 
cacyof  Bapt.  in  these  cases  as  they  had  already  been  ill 
some  days  before  coming  under  my  care.  In  the  other, 
however,  a  young  man  ret.  22  years,  Bapt.  seemed  indicated 
and  was  given,  with  other  remedies  to  meet  special  indi- 
cations, with  the  effect  of  modifying  very  much  the  inten- 
sity of  the  fever  and  bringing  it  to  a  favorable  termination 
about  the  1 7th  day,  from  which  date  a  steady  convalescence 
set  in). 

Case  IT.  Mr.  S.  A.  H.,  set.  35,  had  been  feeling  badly 
for  a  week  preceding  the  advent  of  the  fever,  which  began 
with  a  succession  of  chills  followed  by  continued  fever. 
Was  called  to  vibit  him  two  days  after.  Found  him  with 
pulse  of  100,  full  and  soft,  temp.  101  ^  ,  skin  hot  and  drjs 
respiration  33,  face  red  and  injected,  tongue  heavy,  yellow- 
ish white  coating  and  trembled  when  protruded,  abdomen 
sensitive,  especially  in  ileo-caecal  region  where  pressure  elic- 
ited loud  gurgling,  not  much  thirst,  appetite  entirely  gone, 
all  food  being  repugnant,  bowels  loose  ( having  taken  cathar- 
tic the  day  before),  severe  pain  in  back  and  limbs,  the  latter 
so  weak  he  could  not  stand.  Patient  complained  most  of  a 
terrible,  constant,  frontal  headache,  which  nothing  relieved 
in  the  least,  and  begged  me  to  give  him  something  to  stop  it 
as  he  could  no  longer  endure  it. 

Pres.  Bell.  3x  and  cool  wet  cloths  to  abdomen. 

Next  day — ^temp.  101.5  (in  axilla),  pulse  110,  headache 
continues. 

Prescribed  Bapt.  ^  ,  one  minim  hourly,  with  Bell,  once  in 
four  hours.  Wet  cloths  continued.  Following  day  patient 
better,  temp.  99,  pulse  95,  headache  almost  gone,  and  respi- 
ration nearly  normal.  In  the  early  part  of  the  day  a  pro- 
fuse sweat  appeared  all  over  patient  which  lasted  several 
hours  and  temp    had  declined  as   above.     He  was  given  a 
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rapid  sponge  bath  with  whisky  and  water  and  dried  thor- 
oughly, after  which  he  expressed  himself  as  quite  well, 
only  terribly  weak.  The  remedy  was  continued  for  several 
days  longer,  but  no  return  of  the  fever  was  noted. 

I  have  met  a  number  of  cases  in  which,  although  it  seem- 
ed to  modify  the  disease  greatly,  was  not  sufficient  to  dis- 
pose of  it  quite,  and  others  which,  while  apparently  abort- 
ed, occurring  sporadically,  rendered  the  diagnosis  somewhat 
euncertain,  so  shall  not  speak  of  them  here. 


ARCTIUM  LAPPA.     A  PARTIAL  PROVING. 


BY  R.  P.  MERCER,  M.  D.,  CHESTER,  PA. 


A  strong  tincture  was  made  from  the  leaves,  stalks,  burs, 
and  root  of  Burdock,^  gathered  in  the  month  of  June. 
Doses  were  taken  morning  and  before  bedtime. 

July  2dj  1860. — In  the  morning,  on  rising  from  bed 
took  ten  drops  of  the  tincture  in  a  teaspoonful  of  water. 
Felt  a  slight  uneasiness  in  the  abdomen,  accompanied  by  a 
rumbling  and  rolling  about  in  the  bowels  during  a  greater 
part  of  the  day.  Sleep  not  disturbed ;  felt  the  same  un- 
easiness in  the  abdomen. 

July  3d. — Took  twenty  drops  in  water  as  before.  During 
the  day  felt  a  slight  tingling  sensation  in  the  dorsum  of  the 
left  foot.     Sleep  not  disturbed  during  the  night. 

July  4th. — Took  thiily  drops  in  water.  Numbness  and 
tingling  in  the  dorsum  of  the  left  foot  continue.  Troubled 
with  dreams  during  the  night,  which  is  very  uncommon. 
Awoke  in  the  morning  with  a  dull,  gnawing  pain  in  the  left 
hand,  extending  from  the  wrivst  to  the  end  of  the  fingers. 
Also,  a  gnawing  pain  in  the  knee-joint,  which  eased  up  at 
times,  then,  in  a  short  time  returned  again.  The  pains 
seem  to  be  relieved  by  motion,  but  come  on  again  during 
rest. 
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July  5th. — Took  thirty  drops  as  before.  Ate  breakfast 
with  my  usual  great  appetite.  Pains  in  hand  and  knee  con- 
tinued. Also,  a  sharp,  sticking  pain  in  the  right  elbow-joint 
at  times  during  the  day.  Pain  in  the  light  hand  similar  to  that 
already  described  in  the  left.  A  sharp  shooting  or  lancina- 
ting pain  in  the  head,  over  the  left  eye,  and  sometimes  ex- 
tended over  the  top  of  the  head.  Being  away  from  home, 
the  dose  was  not  repeated  in  the  evening.  Awoke  in  the 
morning,  after  a  night  of  dreaming,  with  a  white-coated 
tongue. 

July  6ih, — Took  thirty  drops  in  wat«r.  Pains  continue; 
feel  a  similar  pain  at  times  in  both  feet  and  hip-joints.  Ap- 
petite as  usual,  good.  Stool  natural.  Pain  in  the  abdomen 
still  felt  shortly  after  taking  each  dose.  Also,  a  bearing- 
down  pain  in  the  bowels  before  going  to  stool.  The  dose 
was  not  repeated  in  the  evening ;  rest  as  last  night. 

July  7th. — Took  forty  drops.  Symptoms  continue  as 
stated  yesterday.     No  new  symptoms  worthy  of  note. 

July  8th. — Discontinued  the  drug  because  I  was  called 
away  from  home.  But  the  symptoms  continued  as  before, 
those  in  the  head  even  being  somewhat  aggra  (rated.  At  times 
throughout  the  day  I  felt  a  sharp,  shooting,  stunning  pain, 
as  if  struck  with  a  hammer,  at  the  base  of  the  occipital 
bone  immediately  behind  the  ear. 

After  a  few  days  these  pains  gradually  subsided  ;  those  in 
the  hands  and  lower  extremities  were  the  last  to  disappear. 

July  16th. — ^Again  took  ten  drops  in  water.  Shortly 
afterward  I  felt  the  uneasiness  in  the  abdomen  directly 
under  the  umbilicus.  Stool  was  natural,  and  at  the  usual 
time.  Pains  in  the  hands,  knees,  and  ankles,  which  had  not 
entirely  left,  were  slightly  aggravated  by  noon.  Eepeated 
the  dose  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.  Pains  aggravated,  but  sleep  uu- 
disturbed  during  the  night. 

July  17th. — Took  ten  'drops  as  before.  Pains  in  the 
hands  and  knees,  extending  down  to  the  foot  and  ends  of 
the  toes,  quite  annoying.     A  pain  in  the  fore  part  of  the 
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head.  Somctimeis  it  subsides,  and  then  comes  ou  again  with 
sharp,  shooting  stitches,  and  gradually  settles  down  into  its 
former  dull,  heavy  ache.  In  the  evening,  took  fifteen 
drops.     Sleep,  undisturbed. 

Juhj  18th.— At  fi  o'clock  a.  m.  took  twenty  drops  in 
water.  Slight  pain  in  abdomen,  half  an  hour  after  taking. 
Pain  in  the  hands  and  feet  continues  ;  sharp,  shooting  pain 
in  elbow-joints,  extending  down  to  hands ;  darting  pain  in 
the  shoulder ;  a  heavy  laming  pain  in  the  right  groin.  Sharp, 
shooting  pain  in  base  of  occipital  bones,  extending  up  into 
the  head.  Ear-ache.  Pain  in  hypogastric  region.  At  9 
o'clock  p.  M.  took  twenty-five  drops,  and  retired  for  the 
night.  Pains  worse  for  a  time  after  going  to  bed,  but  sub- 
sided after  an  hour  or  two  and  sleep  not  disturbed  until 
morning.    Awoke  refreshed. 

Juhy  19th.— Ax  6  o'clock  a.  m.  took  thirty  drops,  and  at 
11  o'clock  A.  M.  thirty -five  drops  more.  Nausea  and  pain 
in  abdomen  after  taking  food.  Sharp,  sticking  pain  in 
shoulder,  extending  along  the  clavicle  and  sterno-clenido- 
mastoid  muscle.  Sharp,  constrictive  pain  in  and  above  the 
elbow-joint.  Stool  natural,  with  a  feeling  of  approaching 
diarrhcea.  At  9  o'clock  p.  m.  took  forty  drops.  Acute, 
colicky  pains  in  the  abdomen  and  in  the  region  of  the  liver. 

Sleep  not  disturbed. 

July  20th.— At  5  o'clock  a.  m.  took  fifty  drops,  and  at  2 
o'clock  p.  M  fifty  drops,  and  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.  fifty  drops 
more.  Symptoms  continue  as  yesterday,  with  the  addition 
of  a  twitching  pain  in  the  nmscles  of  chest  at  times.  Appe- 
tite, increased. 

July  2l8t.—^o  medicine.    Symptoms  continue  as  hereto- 

fore. 

July  22d.—So  medicine.  Symptoms  considerably  re- 
lieved. Diarrhoea,  altogether  sui)sided.  The  pain  in  joints 
still  quite  perceptible,  especially  those  in  the  hands  and 
feet. 
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Pains  in  hands  and  feet  were  last  to  leave.  They  con- 
tinued for  several  days. 

This  proving  was  commenced  in  July  1860,  during  my 
college  days,  with  the  intention  of  making  it  the  subject  of 
my  Thesis  the  following  winter,  but  the  symptoms  not  turn- 
ing out  thick  and  fast  enough  for  my  then-anxious  mind,  it 
wiis  after  this  short  trial  on  myself,  alone,  abandoned  for  a 
more  prolific  subject. 

I  have  frequently  used  Arctium  lappa  in  my  practice, 
since  that  time,  for  the  rheumatic  pains  herein  recorded, 
with  good  results,  but  have  never  attempted  to  prove  it  fur- 
ther, as  I  have  always  intended  to  do,  nor  made  any  empiri- 
cal use  of  it. 


^•H 


PHARMACOLOGY- 


BY   A.    R.    WHEELER,    M.    D. 


Having  collected  quite  extensively  during  the  past  few 
years  in  Michigan,  I  have  been  much  impressed  with  the  ex- 
tent and  richness  of  its  flora  in  medicinal  plants.  Many 
things  combine  to  favorably  influence  the  growth  of  vege- 
tation and  permit  many  plants  whose  habitat  is  much  fur- 
ther south  to  here  find  a  congenial  home.  The  immense 
inland  seas  found  on  three  sides  of  the  State  ( whose  tem- 
perature seldom  falls  below  35  Fahr. )  exert  a  great  influence 
in  modifying  and  equalizing  the  temperature.  Prof.  Ked- 
zie,  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society  at  Lansing,  reports 
the  following  as  the  mean  temperature  for  eighteen  years, 
tri-daily  observations : 

Mean  temperature,  46.71.  Rer  centage  of  humidity,  79. 
(Saturation,  100.)  Eainfall,  in  inches,  31.31,  which  is 
quite  equally  distributed  throughout  the  season.  The  im- 
mense forests  undoubtedly  account  largely  for  this  equa- 
ble  rainfall,   preventing  the  drouths   of   treeless   regions. 


H,,'r- 


Pharmacology.  381 

and  all  combining  to  furnish  the  most  favorable  conditions 
for  a  thrifty  vegetation.  **  So  greatly  is  the  climate  modi- 
fied that  the  semi-tropic  fig  has  been  grown  in  the  open  air 
in  the  State,  in  the  latitude  of  Boston."  The  *•  Michigan 
fruit  belt"  is  known  to  all.  Long  before  fruit  growers 
discovered  the  applicability  of  the  soil  and  climate  for  the 
growth  of  fruits  thought  to  thrive  only  in  a  more  southern 
latitude,  the  Comu8  fiorida^  Asimina  triloba  and  many 
others,  had  gradually  traveled  northward  and  become  firmly 
established.  With  these  came  many  plants  of  prime  in- 
terest and  importance  to  the  pharmacist  and  physician. 
The  great  diversity  of  soil  also  favors  the  growth  of  in- 
creased number  of  species.  The  various  gradations  from 
the  rich,  dark  loam,  from  which  the  Juglans  nigra  ha^  been 
removed  having  a  diameter  of  eleven  feet,  to  the  pine  lands 
and  sand  dunes  of  the  north,  which  support  only  a  few 
starvling  underbrush,  furnish  the  required  food  and  most 
favorable  surroundings  for  the  growth  of  the  many  differ- 
ent plants.  Its  5,000  inland  lakes  furnish  a  home  for  a 
host  of  aquatics.  From  them  and  their  borders  are  gather- 
ed large  quantities  of  Nuphar^  Nymphoea^  Caltha^  Drosera^ 
Iris  and  many  others.  An  exploration  of  the  Uppei  Penin- 
sula shows  the  flora  to  be  such  as  belongs  to  parts  decidedly 
northern,  acres  of  forests  being  carpeted  by  Lycopodium. 
clavatum  and  miniature  groves  farmed  by  its  relative,  X.  com^ 
planatum.  The  sight  will  dispel  any  fears  that  we  will  ever 
**  run  short  "  of  the  wherewithal  to  manufacture  our  two-  . 
hundredth's,  or  our  neighbors',  sufficient  for  *' pill  pro- 
tecting." The  flora  ( Phanerogams  and  Vascular  Crypto- 
gams) number  1,634  species.  As  that  of  the  most  northern 
portions  has  not  been  thoroughly  examined,  many  new  spe- 
cies will  undoubtedly  be  added.  Prof.  Asa  Gray  enume- 
rates 130  orders  in  his  manual,  which  comprise  the  plants 
north  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  the  Mississippi.  As  an 
indication  of  the  richness  of  the  entire  region  : 

Miss  E.  C.  Almendinger,  curator  of  the  Michigan  Uni- 
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versity  Herbarium,  reports  101  orders  found  within  four 
miles  of  Ann  Arbor.  Throughout  the  State  101  orders 
are  found,  leaving  only  seventeen  not  represented  within 
the  territory.  One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  of  the  Phane- 
rogams and  Vascular  CryptogamSt  mentioned  in  Allen's 
Encyclopeedia,  grow  here.  Several  of  the  fungi  used  in 
medicines  grow  here  ;  the  exact  number  not  known.  Our 
friends  of  the  old  school  have  placed  forty-five  of  our  in- 
digenous species  in  the  primary  list  in  the  dispensatory,  and 
the  same  number  in  the  secondary.  Some  of  the  species 
of  interest  to  the  practitioner  are  only  found  in  limited 
quantities.  Virbunium  opiUtis  is  distributed  throughout. 
On  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Michigan  I  have  seen  acres 
covered  by  it,  with  only  a  few  other  shrubs  interspersed. 
Lycopodium  clavatum  can  be  gathered  by  the  car  load 
through  the  northern  portions.  Thuja  forms  small  forests 
in  the  Upper  Peninsula.  Drosera  disputes  possession 
of  the  borders  of  our  numerous  inland  lakes,  with  the 
mosses  and  other  moisture-loving  species.  Sanguinaria 
and  Podophyllum  are  collected  for  shipment.  Several  old 
school  pharmacies  draw  largely  from  or  get  their  entire  sup- 
ply of  Uaulophyllum  from  Michigan.  Mentha  piperita  has 
furnished  75,000  pounds  of  the  oil  in  a  single  year.  OflScial 
reports  state :  **  Two-fifths  of  the  world's  supply  is  grown 
in  Miohiijan."  Sufficient  Ghuitheria  can  be  collected  at  the 
base  of  Mt.  Maysnard  and  vicinity — Marquette  County — to 
furnish  all  the  *'  flavoring  "  required  for  a  dozen  pharma- 
cies. It  is  everywhere  present  in  this  region.  Eupatorium 
borders  every  stream.  Hamamelis  could  be  sold  by  the 
cord  in  many  places.  Zanthoxylum  is  shipped  to  very 
many  manufacturers,  who  compound  the  various  *♦  bitters." 
Nymphoea  is  an  inhabitant  of  and  beautifies  nearly  all  our 
lakes  and  slow  streams.  Hhtut.y  Arum.j  Apocynum^  Hy- 
drantis^  Phytollacca^  Iris^  each  are  found  in  abundance. 
Some  of  our  indigenous  species  which  thrive  only  in  deep, 
rich  woods,   are  disappearing  from  portions  of  the   State 
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long  settled.  They  are  all  found  in  sufficient  quantities  for 
the  use  of  the  botanist,  but  will  not  remunerate  the  col- 
lector who  gathers  for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  mosses 
are  all  at  home  here,  the  whole  number  found  furnishing  a 
long  list.  This  class  of  plants  deserve  a  more  careful  study, 
to  determine  their  therapeutical  properties.  A  few  only 
have  been  examined.  If  the  lichens  below  this  group  are 
efficient  as  remedial  agents,  no  doubt  many  of  the  mosses 
would  be  found  valuable  additions  to  our  Materia  Medica. 
The  old  school  have  begun  to  cultivate  this  field  and  already 
report  a  **find"  in  Polytrichum.  We  have  by  no  means 
exhausted  the  list  of  plants  which  can  be  profitably  gathered 
by  the  manufacturing  pharmacist,  having  only  mentioned  a 
few  of  the  most  common.  We  doubt  if  any  region  of  the 
same  area  in  this  latitude  has  a  flora  more  valuable  to  the 
phy&ician.  Nature  has  most  lavishly  populated  our  forests, 
lakes  and  streams  with  the  useful  as  well  as  the  beautiful. 


-«» 


PROSTRATITIS. 


Ml*.  T. ;  aged  50.  For  years  has  been  a  good  liver  and  a 
pretty  free  drinker,  with  but  little  manual  labor.  Now, 
(September,  1882)  complains  of  great  pain  and  tenderness 
in  the  perineal  region,  with  an  aching  and  drawing  pain  in 
the  testicles  ;  contraction  of  the  right  spermatic  cord.  Ten- 
derness over  the  bladder.  Inability  to  sit  long  on  account 
of  aggravation  of  pain  in  the  perineum.  Gleety  discharge 
after  urinating.  Seminal  emissions,  with  erections  at  night 
in  his  sleep.  Urine  strongly  acidy  leavinga  dense  reddish  sedi- 
ment  of  urates  on  standing.  Morning  diarrhoea,  stools  consist- 
ing of  wind  and  water,  and  they  hurry  him  to  the  closet.  Here 
we  have  a  typical  case,  just  as  we  might  expect  to  find  in 
a  man  of  his  habits — an  inflamed  prostrate  gland,  with  a 
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superabundance  of  uric  acid.  His  habits  and  diet  were  cor- 
rected, and  a  number  of  remedies  were  used  for  several 
weeks  with  no  apparent  benefit.  About  two  months 
ago  I  gave  him  Carbonate  of  Lithia  4^  trit.  four  times 
daily.  Under  this  remedy  and  his  corrected  habits  he  has 
remarkably  improved.  Since  seeing  the  good  effect  of  the 
Carb.  Lithia  in  this  case,  I  have  prescribed  it  with  satisfactory 
results ;  I  have  found  a  similar  condition  of  the  urine — 
strongly  acid  and  having  a  dense  reddish  or  pink  deposit  on 
cooling. 

An  enlarged  and  inflamed  prostrate  gland  is  often  an  ex- 
ceedingly troublesome  thing.  A  few  years  ago  I  was  called 
to  see  my  father,  living  in  a  distant  county.  A  ride  upon  a 
rough-stepping  horse  had  produced  inflammation  of  an 
already  enlarged  and  troublesome  prostrate.  All  effoits  to 
introduce  a  catheter  were  unavailing,  and  for  nine  days  the 
bladder  was  emptied  by  aspiration  twice  eveiy  24  hours.  At 
the  end  of  nine  days  we  were  able  to  pass  a  catheter.  Patient 
made  a  good  recovery,  but  does  not  ride  on  horseback  since. 
More  than  once  I  have  found  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  pass 
a  catheter  while  the  patient  was  in  a  recumbent  position, 
when  it  would  pass  with  the  utm(jst  ease  if  I  could  get  him 
on  his  feet  for  a  few  minutes. 

We  are  sometimes  called  upon  to  prescribe  for  cases  of 
irritation  or  inflammation  of  the  base  of  the  bladder.  Such 
persons  find  their  troubles  much  aggravated  when  lying 
down.  They  get  along  much  better  while  on  their  feet. 
So  far  I  have  found  two  remedies  curative,  Ferrum-phos. 
()^  and  Rhus-tox  2*. — [^Ani.  Obserrer, 


Men  who  are  the  fastest  asleep  when  they  are  asleep  are 
the  widest  awake  when  they  are  awake. 
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SPONGE  GRAFTING. 


BY     W.     W.     WALKER,    M.    D. 


Two  years  ago  Mrs.  —  came  to  me  complaining  of  a  pecu- 
liar swelling  just  beneath  the  patella  of  each  knee.  I  gave 
a  guarded  diagnosis  calling  it  house-maid's  knee,  ordered  a 
poultice  and  to  call  again.  Within  a  week  she  did  so.  I 
found  both  ulcers  discharging,  and  diagnosed  syphilitic  bur- 
sitis. Dissecting  away  the  overlapping  edges  of  the  ulcer 
I  found  a  deep  syphilide,  with  its  floor  upon  the  ligamentum 
patelhi.  Prescribed  Mercurius  in  its  different  forms  for 
nearly  a  year,  with  dressings  of  absorbent  cotton  saturated 
with  Calendula,  but  the  ulcers  assumed  a  serpigenous  form, 
spreading  from  the  knee  to  the  lower  third  of  the  tibia,  con- 
fining themselves  to  the  anterior  surface  of  the  leg.  I  now 
put  on  Acid  Nitric  2^  for  six  months,  using  several  different 
dressings.  For  a  time  the  case  improved,  the  ulcers  healing 
on  one  side  and  spreading  on  the  other,  often  by  reopening 
and  spreading  upon  the  old  cicatrices,  until  I  became  almost 
discouraged  of  ever  healing  them.  Added  to  this  the  pa- 
tient began  to  talk  of  changing  doctors,  for  which  I  could 
not  blame  her.  I  finally  persuaded  her  to  let  me  try  an- 
other course  of  treatment  as  follows :  I  cut  about  one- 
eighth  of  an  inch  thick  several  pieces  of  sponge,  of  fine 
texture,  fitting  them  accurately  into  the  wounds,  dressing 
them  with  a  10  per  cent,  solution  of  carbolic  acid  as  a  disin- 
fectant, bandaging  firmly  and  evenly  from  the  ankle  to  the 
knee.  Just  over  the  sponges  I  laid  small  pieces  of  cloth 
saturated  with  vasaline  to  prevent  adhesion  between  the 
sponge  and  bandage. 

I  was  much  pleased  in  a  few  daj's  to  find  the  sponges  had 
become  adherent,  and  fine  healthy  granulations  springing  up 
through  the  meshes.     I  still  continued  the  treatment,  only 
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asiug  the  carbolic  acid  occasioually  as  a  deodorizer,  but  had 
ler  dres8  the  limbs  twice  a  day,  wetting  the  sponges  each 
time  with  a  solution  of  Hepar  sulphur,  and  giving  the 
remedy  by  ingestion  2  dec.  trit.  I  think  I  never  saw  ulcere 
of  any  nature  heal  as  speedily  as  did  these,  absorbing  or 
throwing  off  the  sponges  as  fast  as  the  new  integument 
formed.  A  few  days  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  removing 
the  last  dressing  and  discharging  the  case  cured. 

Secondary  S3rphilis ;  had  primary  syphilis  six  years  ago. 


MERCURIC  BICHLORIDE  AS  AN  ANTISEPTIC. 


Corrosive  sublimate y  or,  as  now  called  mercuric  bichloride^ 
has  long  been  known  to  possess  superior  anti-putrefactive 
properties,  but  its  toxic  effects  have  prevented  its  general 
use  among  surgeons.  It  has  been  found,  that  in  solutious 
varying  in  strength  from  1  to  1,000  to  1  to  20,000,  bacteria 
were  killed,  or  their  further  development  checked.  The  ba- 
cillus of  gangrene  of  the  spleen,  which  resists  the  action  of  aU 
antiseptic  agent8,wa8  destroyed  in  a  solution  of  the  strength  of 
1  to  1,000,  in  a  solution  of  1  to  5,000,  its  growth  was  mark- 
edly retarded.  Eummell  was  the  first  to  attempt  practical 
tests  of  the  bichloride  as  an  antiseptic  wound  dressing,  using 
a  1  to  5,000  solution.  He  then  increased  the  irrigating 
fluid  to  1  to  1,000,  and  even  to  a  one  per  cent,  solution 
without  dangerous  symptoms  supervening.  On  account  of 
the  action  of  the  bichloride  upon  instruments,  and  the  danger 
of  the  atomization  of  even  a  dilute  solution  it  cannot  be 
used  as  a  spray. 

In  two  patients  treated  with  the  one  per  cent,  solution  the 
constitutional  effects  of  the  drug  appeared  ;  in  one  there  was 
salivation  and  in  the  other  a  diarrhoea,  probably  of  tubercu- 
lous origin.     Recovery  took  place  in  each  case  within  a  few 
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days  without  removal  of  the  dressing.  Both  patients  had 
suffered  previously  from  iodoform  intoxication,  suggesting 
u  peculiar  susceptibility  to  the  action  of  antiseptics. 

Kummell  deprecates  the  use  of  sponges  except  when  re- 
quired in  the  operation  itself ;  the  cheapness  of  the  bichlo-- 
Hde  justifying  its  free  use  in  cleansing  the  parts.  The 
floor  and  walls  of  his  operating  room  are  scoured  and  scrub- 
bed with  the  solution  and  no  accident  has  yet  occurred  to 
either  attendants  or  patients.  In  persons  with  sensitive  skin 
the  bichloHde  mav  irive  rise  to  an  eceematous  condition  of 
the  parts  surrounding  the  wound.  In  wounds  in  which 
putrefactive  changes  have  already  occurred,  the  mercuric 
bichloHde  solution  quickly  banishes  the  odor  and  arrests 
tbe  septic  processes. 

The   dressings    devised    by  ^Kummell  consist  of   subli 
mated  gauze  and  cotton,  silk,  catgut,  oil  and  inorganic  ma- 
terials.    These  latter  comprise  powdered  glass,  sand,  coal 
ashes,  asbestos,  lint  made  from  spun  glass,  and,   for  the 
purpose  of  drainage,  capillary  threads  of  spun  glass. 

In  order  to  have  a  powder  dressing  he  takes  common 
white  sand,  sifts  it  well,  and  then  heats  it  in  a  covered  ves- 
sel over  a  coal  fire ;  upon  cooling  it  is  mixed  with  an  ethe- 
real solution  of  the  bichloride  and  kept  for  use  in  glass  stop- 
pered bottles.  To  make  the  preparation,  10  grms.  of  the 
bichloride  is  dissolved  in  100  grm.  of  ether;  this  quantity  is 
amply  sufficient  to  perfectly  impregnate  10  kilo,  of  previ- 
ously heated  sand.  This  sand  dressing  can  he  used  in 
many  ways,  as,  for  instance,  filling  in  previously  disinfected 
and  bloodless  wound  cavities  where  primary  union  cannot  be 
hoped  for.  Here  the  dressing  should  not  be  covered  with 
an  impermeable  covering,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  desirable 
not  to  prevent  the  drying  of  the  secretions  in  the  sand, 
healing  taking  place  as  under  the  scab.  The  under  dressing 
is  not  to  be  disturbfd  for  several  weeks,  or  until  healing  has 
taken  place.  The  outer  portions  are  removed  from  time  to 
time  as  the  secretions  find  their  way  through  and  dry  there- 
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on,  and  new  pieces  are  supplied  in  their  stead.  When  irri- 
gation of  the  parts  is  required  the  solution  of  the  bichloride 
is  used,  and  new  sand  applied  where  the  old  has  been  wash- 
ed away.  Wounds  thus  treated  are  found  to  be  aseptic  and 
odorless.  Large  cavities  can  be  kept  well  filled  with  the 
sand  for  a  week  without  the  appearance  of  a  single  drop  of 
pus.  The  rapidly  forming  granulations  push  the  sand  out- 
ward from  the  bottom  of  the  cavity,  and  when  removed, 
disclose  the  wound  firmly  cicatrized  as  under  the  scab.  A 
great  advantage  of  this  dressing  will  be  found  in  its  appli- 
cability to  compound  fractures  and  other  injuries  requiring 
the  use  of  a  plaster  of  Paris  dressing.  Here,  on  account 
of  the  scantiness  of  the  discharge  under  this  dressing,  the 
fixed  apparatus  may  be  left  in  situ  for  seviBral  weeks  with- 
out being  disturbed.  By  means  of  an  insufflator  the  fine 
sublimated  sand  may  be  instilled  into  sinuses,  various  fis- 
sures and  deep  recesses. 

In  four  cases  of  Pirogoff's  amputation,  where  this  anti- 
septic dressing  was  used,  healing  took  place  without  reac- 
tion of  any  kind,  bony  consolidation  and  absolutely  dry 
linear  cicatrices  being  present  in  from  ten  to  fourteen  days. 
The  record  is  the  same  in  degree  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers, 
suppurating  joint  cavities,  old  fistulous  openings  and  sinuses, 
which  had  previously  resisted  iodoform  treatment. 

In  order  not  to  interfere  with  the  healing  of  wounds  by 
first  intention,  cushions  of  the  sand  have  been  used.  These 
bags  were  made  of  the  coarsest  textural  cotton  cloth,  well 
disinfected,  and  rendered  hygroscopic.  The  objections 
were  that  bags  of  sand  were  heavy  and  cumbersome,  and 
might  produce  abrasions  and  blistei*s.  Fine  ashes,  such  as 
are  found  behind  the  fire  boxes  of  steam  boilers,  were  sub- 
stituted for  the  sand,  and  found  to  be  an  excellent  substi- 
tute, readily  absorbing  the  bichloride  solution-. 

Another  feature  of  Kummell's  antiseptic  method  consists 
in  the  employment  of  glass,  wool  or  wadding.  This  ma- 
terial is  derived  from  annealed  glass  rods,  which  are  capable. 
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when  heated,  of  being  dntwn  into  long  delicate  fibres,  having 
a  diameter  of  from  0.01  mm.  to  0.006  mm.  These  can  1>e 
compressed  into  masses  for  convenient  use.  These  masses 
can  be  rendered  antiseptic  by  immersing  them  in  the  bichlo- 
ride solution.  A  dry  dressing  thus  prepared  will  absorb 
secretions  very  rapidly. — {Annah  of  Anat.  and  iSurgay.) 
Dr.  Robert  F.  Weir  {y.  T.  Med.  Joum.,  Nov.  1,  1883) 
highly  praises  corrofdve  mMimate  dressings  for  wounds.  If 
acting  poisonously,  its  effects  are  quickly  detected,  and  he 
found  that  one  gramme  of  corrosive  sublimate  to  2,525 
grammes  of  water  was  capable  of  killing  bacteria,  showing 
it  to  be  more  powerful  than  carbolic  acid  or  iodoform. 
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THERAPEUTICS  OF  CHOLERA. 


Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  recently  read  a  paper  on  the  therapeutics 
of  cholera  in  which  he  says : 

^^  Fifty  years  ago  Hahnemann  wrote :  ^  The  use  of  cop- 
per, combined  with  a  mild  and  regular  regimen  and  cleanli- 
uess,  is  the  most  certain  and  efficacious  preventive.'  He 
adds :  *  It  has  been  proved  in  Hungary  that  a  plate  of  cop- 
per worn  next  the  skin  will  preserve  one  from  the  infection, 
as  I  have  been  assured  by  several  authentic  reports  from 
that  countrv.' 

*^In  support  of  these  statements  I  will  quote  from  the 
writings  of  an  eminent  allopathic  physician  of  Paris.  Dr. 
Burq,  whose  fame  as  an  investigator  of  the  medicinal  power 
of  metals  is  world  wide.  Thirty  years  ago  he  ascertained, 
by  numerous  experiments  maile  in  the  hospitals  under  the 
supervision  of  the  head  physicians,  that  the  application  of 
copper  to  the  limbs,  in  the  form  of  rings,  is  a  certam  means 
of  causing  the  cramps  in  cholera  patients  to  cease  immedi- 
ately, and  often  all  the  serious  symptoms  which  accompany 
them  vanish  at  the  same  time.    This  important  discovery 
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obtained  for  him  from  the  gwernment  a  medal  of  distinc- 
tion and  a  pension. 

*' He  presents  the  following  deductions:  (1)  The  pro- 
tection exercised  by  this  metal  appears  to  have  been  of  two 
distinct  natures,  preventive  and  curative,  (2)  The  pre- 
ventive effect  was  no  doubt  produced  directly  by  contact, 
and  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  protecting  metal  and  in- 
directly by  simple  vicinity,  for  not  only  did  copper  preserve 
those  who  worked  with  the  metal,  but  those  who  lived  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  great  manufactories,  or  where  lai^e 
quantities  were  stored.  This  he  attributes  to  the  emanations 
from  the  copper,  either  in  the  form  of  highly  attenuated 
particles  or  an  effluvia  of  a  specific  character.  Of  all 
metals  copper  may  be  said  to  be  the  most  volatile.  Rub  a 
piece  between  the  two  hands,  or  wear  it  in  contact 
with  the  moist  skin  of  the  body,  and  you  will  soon 
smell  or  taste  it,  showing  that  copper  is  given  off  as.  a 
volatile  substance  and  .is  absorbed  into  the  blood.  (3) 
Some  of  Dr.  Burq's  instances  of  immunity  were  very 
remarkable.  In  many  cases  the  cholera  devastated  a 
city',  town,  or  section  of  country,  but  did  not  touch  the 
neighborhood  of  the  factories  engaged  in  working  copper, 
brass,  or  l)ronze,  or  .the  copper  mines  or  their  immediate 
vicinity.  It  would  seem  that  the  invisible  effluvia  or  influ- 
ence of  this-  metal  acted  as-  an  actual  cordon  around  the  in- 
habitants of  the  districts  where  copper  was  worked.  (4) 
The  practical  deductions  from  these  facts  are  thus  stated  by 
Dr.  Burq,  namely :  During  cholera  epidemics  the  metal  cop- 
per, preferably  its  alloys  brass  and  bronze,  should  be  worn 
next  the  skin  as  extensively  as  possible ;  also  that  large 
sheets  of  these  metals  should  be  hung  on  the  walls  of  the 
living  rooms  of  residences.  He  also  advises  that  the  metal 
should  be  snuffed  up  the  nostrils  in  the  form  of  very  fine 
powder. 

*'Many  years  before  this  was  written  by  Burq,  Hahne- 
mann advised  the  use  of  copper  in  the  actual  treatment  of 


TherajH'utus  of  Cholera,  3i)l 

the  cholera  seizure.  He  says  copper  is  a  remedy  for 
cholera,  because  when  taken  internally  in  poisonous  doses  it 
causes  a  series  of  symptoms  and  pathological  conditions  re- 
semi)ling  attacks  of  cholera. 

"A  recent  Paris  letter,  published  in  the  Medical  Record^ 
connnenting  on  the  probable  spread  of  cholera,  shows  that 
Dr.  Bunj  has  not  abandoned  his  theory.  In  a  recent  dis- 
cussion before  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  he  reiterates  his 
belief  that  coj)per  is  both  j)rophylactic  and  curative  in 
cholera.  It  seems  that  thirty  years  of  inyestioration  has 
not  lessened  his  contidence  in  the  influence  of  this  metal. 
But  thirty  years  has  greatly  changed  the  methods  of  medi- 
cal thought  and  investigation  ;  and  he  no  longer  makes  the 
nsserti(m  that  copper  stands  in  the  same  relation  to  cholera 
that  quinine  does  to  intermittent  fever.  In  conformity  with 
prevailing  beliefs  he  now  asserts  that  copper  destroys  tha 
microbes,  or  disease  germs,  which  cause  cholera,  whether 
within  or  without  the  body.  He  even  extends  this  influ- 
ence to  such  diseases  as  typhoid  fever.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Societe  de  Biologic,  of  Paris,  Dr.  Burq  presented  an  in- 
teresting comnjunication  upon  the  immunity  enjoyed  by 
workers  in  copper  during  epidemics  of  cholera  and  typhoid 
fever.  He  stated  that  of  40,000  such  workmen,  two  only 
died  during  each  of  the  epidemics  of  typhoid  fever  in  1876 
and  1883.  Furthermore  the  statistics  of  a  society  of  300 
members,  all  copper  workers,  show^ed  that  during  the  entire 
period  of  the  existence  of  the  organization  (sixty-four 
years)  there  had  been  but  three  deaths  from  epidemic  dis- 
eases among  its  members." 

The  following  appears  in  the  Medical  Record  for  Aug.  18  : 
"  Workers  in  copper  and  brass  make  more  or  less  use  of  sid- 
jjkuric  acid,  and  they  come  into  contact  with  acid  salts  in 
much  of  their  Work.  Beneticial  results  have  been  obtained 
from  the  employment  of  sulphate  of  iron  and  dilute  sul- 
phuric acid  as  prophylactics  during  an  epidemic  of  cholera. 
Reasoning  from  these  facts.  Dr.  F.  A.  Castle  asks  w^hether  the 
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immunity  of  copper  workers  from  cholera  may  not  be  ac- 
counted for  more  easily  without  presuming  that  thelnetal 
itself  affords  protection.*' 


A  Case  Recently  Tried  in  Michigan  has  given  rise  (Med. 
and  ISurg.  Reporter)  to  a  discussion  as  to  whether  arsenic,  if 
injected  into  the  stomach  and  bowels  after  death,  will  become 
disseminated  throughout  the  various  organs  aud  tissues  of 
the  body.  One  would,  at  first  blush,  naturally  assume  the 
negative  ;  but  Drs.  Victor  C.  Vaughan  and  Jas.  H.  Dawson 
have  made  some  experiments,  the  results  of  which  they 
communicate  to  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  km>- 
ciation,  August  4,  1883,  and  which  seem  to  support  the 
affirmative.  They  injected  arsenic  into  the  stomach  and 
rectum  of  a  large  musk-rat,  and  of  a  human  being,  dead 
between  two  and  three  days  ;  in  each  case,  after  an  interval 
of  twenty-five  days,  arsenic  was  found  in  appreciable  quantity 
in  all  the  organs.  When  we  remember  that  arsenic  is  so 
often  used  as  an  embalming  liquid,  we  can  appreciate  the 
importance  of  these  experiments,  which  are  corroborated  by 
similar  results  in  the  hands  of  Prof.  Kedzie,  of  the  Michigan 
Agricultural  College. 


Pasteur's  Investigation  of  the  Cholera  in  Egypt.— 
The  scientific  mission  to  Egypt  to  investigate  the  cholera 
epidemic,  for  which  a  grant  of  50,000  fr.  has  just  been  ob- 
tained by  M.  Pasteur  from  the  French  Chambers,  consists 
of  MM.  Roux,  Thuillier,  Straus,  and  Nocard.  M.  Pasteur 
has  formulated  a  set  of  rules  for  the  guidance  of  his  party, 
by  means  of  which  he  hopes  to  guard  against  infection. 
All  articles  of  food  and  drink  must  be  boiled  and  then  kept 
in  heated  vessels.  Fruit  must  be  washed  in  boiled  water 
before  being  eaten.  A  two  per  cent,  solution  of  carbolic 
acid  is  to  be  used  for  washing  purposes. 
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Urethral  Stricture  Cured  by  Internal  Urethrotomy. 
— In  my  record  of  the  above  cases  I  find  eleven  patients 
operated  upon  by  the  internal  method,  which  I  believe  to  be 
the  best  and  surest  method  of  curing  stricture  m  the  male 
urethra.  The  main  features  of  my  treatment  are  thorough 
division  of  the  stricture  from  without  inwards,  and  persist- 
ent local  and  svstemic  treatment  for  three  months  after- 
ward.  Three  of  my  cases  I  examined  two  years  after  ope- 
ration, and  found  no  contraction  — .[By  E.  C.  Franklin, 
M.  D. 

^*  \9\  *W 

The  Traction  Suture. — To  obviate  the  tendency  of  su- 
tures to  cut  their  way  out  when  there  is  considerable  tension 
of  the  skin  at  the  edges  of  a  wound  :  After  drying  the  skin 
thoroughly,  he  applies  strips  of  adhesive  plaster  passing 
from  the  margin  of  the  wound  in  the  direction  in  which  the 
sutures  are  to  hold.  The  needle  is  then  passed  deeply 
through  both  plaster  and  skin,,  and  before  the  sutures  are 
tightened,  an  assistant  approximates  the  margins  of  the 
wound  by  pressure  from  his  hands.  Sutures  employed  in 
this  manner,  the  writer  claims,  have  a  firm  hold  upon  the 
plaster,  exert  their  traction  upon  a  large  surface,  are  less 
irritating  and  harmful,  and  will  continue  an  efficient  action 
much  longer  than  the  ordinary  integument  sutures. — \ An- 
nals of  Surgery. 


Doctors  Must  not  Tell. — The  Missouri  Supreme 
Court  has  decided  that  information  obtained  by  a  phy- 
sician from  a  patient  must  not  be  disclosed  on  the  wit- 
ness-stand, though  the  physician  declares  that  the  infor- 
mation was  acquired  while  acting  in  a  professional  ca- 
pacity, and  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  prescribe 
as  a  physician  or  operate  as  a  surgeon.  The  court  held 
that  it  would  not  do,  while  the  mouth  of  a  physician  is 
closed  as  to  the  talk  of  a  patient,  to  open  it  as  knowledge 
acquired  from  his  own  diagnosia  of  the  case. 
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Pro(}RESSIve  Locomotor  Ataxia. — The  first  symptoms 
of  ataxia  are  generally  some  affection  of  the  eye.  Some- 
times an  internal  strabismus,  sometimes  a  ptosis  of  the 
upper  eyelid  with  external  strabismus.  Associated  with  the 
strabismus  is,  of  course,  diplopia,  which  is  not  continuou!^, 
but  which  makes  itself  felt  only  when  the  patient  looks 
straight  before  him  or  a  little  to  one  side.  In  other  cases 
hemiojiiaand  amblyopia  may  occur,  and  sometimes  a  certain 
difficulty  in  discriminating  colors  ;  the  patient  does  not  dis- 
tinguish the  reds  and  blues,  the  2:reen  and  yellow  beintf  rec- 
ognized  as  in  the  normal  condition.  Moreover,  the  pupils 
are  unequal  and  contracted,  reduced  to  a  very  small  diame- 
ter and  sometimes  even  insensible  to  the  light.  Such  are 
the  symptoms  which  are  observed  in  the  early  period  of 
locomotor  ataxia.  To  these  symptoms  should  be  added 
lancinating  pains,  which,  as  well  as  the  eye  disturbances, 
may  disappear  in  the  second  stage  of  the  affection.  The 
second  period  develops  the  incoordination  of  the  movements 
of  the  body  associated  with  an  anajsthesia  more  or  less  ex- 
tended, incontinence  of  urine,  constipation,  impotency, 
joint  affections,  muscular  atrophy,  and  sometimes  le  mal 
perforant  of  the  sole  of  the  foot.  The  third  period  is  char- 
acterized by  a  genuine  paralysis,  loss  of  sight,  involuntary 
discharires  of  both  urine  and  faeces.  The  causes  of  ataxia 
are  well  recognized  ;  inordinate  labor,  continued  night  watch- 
ings,  venereal  excesses,  grief,  etc.  M.  Hardy  discards  the 
idea  of  M.  Fournier,  who  maintains  that  syphilis  is  the 
most  frequent  cause  of  ataxia. 


4*H#H*^ 


Chromic  Acid. — Dr.  Cadell  says  that  warts  of  the  geni- 
tals treated  \\\i\\  this  acid  in  the  proportion  of  100  gr.  to  1 
oz.  of  water  disappear  w^ith  marvelous  rapidity  and  with  but 
little  pain. 
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HoM<EOPATHic  Medical  Collkgk  of  Missouri. — The  openiDg  exer- 
cises of  this  College  were  held  at  College  bulldlDg,  corner  of  Tenth 
and  Carr  streets,  on  Monday  evening  the  8th  inst.,  at  8  o'clock.  The  hall 
was  filled  with  an  appreciative  audience,  Including  the  matriculates  of  the 
school.  Prof.  Edmonds,  Dean  of  the  College,  opened  the  exercises  by 
recounting. some  Interesting  Incidents  connected  with  Its  early  history, 
and  briefly  referred  to  the  labors  of  Its  distinguished  founders,  among 
whom  he  mentioned  the  familiar  names  of  Temple,  Franklin,  Helmuth, 
Walker  and  VasMne.  These  names,  he  added,  have  graced  Its  faculty  and 
have  given  a  lustre  to  its  bright  historic  page,  which  have  redounded  to 
the  glory  of  homoeopathy,  and  terminated  In  the  culmination  of  one  of  the 
best  educational  schools  in  the  country.  He  alluded  to  the  changes  and 
trials  of  Its  earlier  history,  trials  and  changes  which  seem  Inseparable 
from  the  struggles  of  medical  colleges  generally. 

Next  followed  l*rof .  Kent,  who  gave  an  Interesting  review  of  the  later  pe- 
riods of  the  history  of  the  Institution,  which  had  received  a  score  or  more 
of  vicissitudes,  which  proved  Its  fitness  for  the  great  work  of  educating  the 
youth  of  the  expansive  valleys  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri.  He  next 
alluded  to  the  importance  of  the  study  of  Materia  Medica,  and  Its  adapta- 
tion to  the  law  of  slmllla«  and  passed  In  review  the  therapeutics  of  the  allo- 
pathic school,  and  showed  Its  shortcomings,  when  compared  with  the  pre- 
cision that  marked  the  therapeutics  of  the  homoeopathic  school.  He  dwelt 
with  considerable  length  upon  the  Importance  of  this  branch  to  the  stu- 
dent and  practitioner,  whose  every  patient  demanded  a  new  Investigation 
of  Its  pages,  teeming  with  precious  fruit  to  the  afflicted.  A  poor  surgeon, 
he  said,  may  have  been  spoiled  to  make  a  conscientious  and  painstaking 
materia  medicist,  and  as  such  he  promised  to  give  to  the  class  a  clear  under- 
standing and  a  fuller  knowledge  of  the  keys  that  unlock  the  terror  of  dis- 
eases, that  they  maybe  able  successfully  to  battle  with  the  king  of  terrors 
and  save  humanity  from  Its  deadly  grasp.  The  address  was  an  able  and 
instructive  one,  and  he  concluded  amid  the  plaudits  of  the  audience.  Over 
forty  students  were  present  at  the  opening  of  the  school.  Including  sev 
eral  ladles,  who  are  finishing  the  schedule  of  studies  which  they  began  last 
year.  Among  those  present  we  observed  the  genial  face  of  our  friend, 
Prof.  Franklin,  who  seemed  much  interested  in  the  exercises.  Methought 
we  could  see  his  eyes  grow  brighter  as  the  speaker  referred  to  the  early 
history  of  the  school,  when  he  occupied  a  conspicuous  part  In  Its  teaching 
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faculty  and  governing  board.  Altogether  the  occasion  ivas  a  most  agree- 
able one,  and  all  went  away  pleased  with  the  entertainment,  and  delighted 
at  the  bright  prospects  of  the  college  for  the  future.  It  Is  gratifying  to 
state  that  the  class  is  larger  this  year  than  the  previous  year,  and  its  college 
and  faculty  are  keenly  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  educational  work  de- 
manded both  by  the  profession  and  the  public. 

Removed. — ^Dr.  J.  G.  Gnndlach,  from  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  Ottawa,  111, 
This  young  man  has  every  prospect  of  becoming  distinguished  in  his  pro- 
fession. He  Is  endowed  by  nature  with  all  the  elements  that  push  men  on 
to  great  success.  There  is  difference  in  aptitudes  to  grasp  and  use  what 
lies  across  one's  path.  He  is  a  $ilvtf  priee  medal  man— of  last  year  in  our 
college — and  that  marks  him  above  his  fellow-graduates,  in  a  class  where 
all  were  excellent.  He  will  be  an  honor  to  medicine  in  any  community  be 
may  select,  and  will  never  disgrace  his  alma  mater. 

The  Medieal  Leader,  of  New  York,  a  new  homoeopathic  journal,  that 
flamed  like  a  meteor  in  June,  to  show  us  veterans  how  to  edit  a  medical 
journal,  died  under  the  early  autumn  frost,  without  a  mourner.  Its  editor, 
Dr.  Cowl,  was  a  misguided  youth,  too  bright  to  last.  He  may  do  for  a 
college  profeeeoTf  but  he  cannot  keep  a  hotel. 

Another  Friend  Gone.— We  have  to  announce  the  untimely  demise  of 
another  medical  journal,  homoeopathic,  I%e  JHediedl  Call.  This  journal 
prospered  as  a  quarterly,  but  as  a  monthly  it  has  turned  its  feet  to  the 
daisies.  Again  no  mourners  to  chant  their  dirges  over  the  remains,  and 
why?  Because  all  the  journal-taking  doctors  are  overstocked  now,  and 
already  take  more  journals  than  they  can  read.  All  our  homoeopathic 
journals  lose  money,  but  one — and  which  one  that  is  we  will  let  yov 
guess. 

Liquidate. — Most  of  my  subscribers  have  not  paid  for  1883.  Pay  up 
gentlemen,  or  journal  st4>ps  before  the  volume  is  completed. 

Dr.  Wm.  J.  Hanford,  of  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  is  successor  to  the  office 
and  business  of  Dr.  L.  8.  Ordway,  who  has  removed  to  this  dty.  Dr. 
Hanford  stands  high  as  a  physician  with  all  who  know  him,  and  is  a  proper 
man  in  every  way  to  take  Dr.  Ordway* s  place.  Dr.  Ordway  himself  com- 
mends him  to  all  his  former  patients. 

Dangerous  Pulse  Symptoms.— (^reM«M  of  Medicine) — A  pulse,  at 
first  dicrotic,  which  gradually  loses  its  dicrotism  and  becomes  quick  and 
monocrotic,  is  indicative  of  pathological  changes  from  which  induced  or 
spontaneous  recovery  is  extremely  doubtful.  When  transferred,  by  the 
sphygmograph,  to  paper,  it  may  well  be  called  the  lethal  trace.  In  its 
development  there  is  more  than  a  failure  of  arterial  tension,  there  is  a 
failure  of  arterial  alasticity.  Such  a  pulse  is  not  inevitably  followed  by 
death.  In  the  collapsed  stage  which  follows  the  pyrexia  In  a  severe  mala- 
rial paroxysm,  and  in  some  cases  of  cerebral  concussion,  the  pnlae  is 
devoid  of  tension  and  dicrotism.  But  generally  in  acute  diseases  socha 
pulse  is  fatal. 
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To  M£ET  NO  More. — ^Tbe  State  Board  of  Health  held  a  meeting  Oc- 
tober 5th  at  the  Soathern  hotel,  and  after  transacting  some  of  the  minor 
business  connected  with  the  board  adjourned  to  meet  at  Jefferson  City, 
January  8,  1884.  During  the  sesson  the  board  was  principally  engaged  in 
passing  upAn  the  diplomas  of  several  colleges  In  this  and  other  States 
presented  by  those  physicians  applying  for  registration.  The  registration 
during  the  week  was  very  large,  nearly  all  the  physicians  of  the  City  and 
State  being  evidently  anxious  to  be  registered  as  early  as  possible.  Twenty 
persons  applied  for  permission  to  practice  medicine,  not  having  been  duly 
graduated  from  any  college.  These  were  put  through  a  rigorous  exami- 
nation and  the  result  was  that  of  the  number  two  only  were  admitted  to 
practice  within  the  State.  Diplomas  from  colleges  in  two  or  three  States 
were  examined  and  rejected,  among  them  being  the  diplomas  of  the  Ec- 
lectic college  of  this  city  and  the  Joplin  Medical  school.  **The  phy- 
sicians,** says  Dr.  Dean,  **  have  cordially  co-operated  with  the  board  in 
its  action  thus  far.  The  investigations  by  the  board  in  all  matters  will  be 
conducted  privately,  but  once  being  determined  upon  the  law  will  be  en- 
forced without  fear  or  favor  against  all  those  who  break  it.** 

LoNGKYiTY  IN  DIFFERENT  STATES. — A  studeut  of  the  rcports  of  the 
tenth  census  has  compiled  a  table  for  the  Boston  CommonvoeaUh  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  in  what  State  or  States  one  has  the  best  chance  for 
a  long  life  New  Hampshire  seems  to  him  to  be  the  favorite  refuge  of 
green  old  age,  for  he  finds  that  one-seventy-fourth  of  the  inhabitants  are 
at  least  eighty-years  old.  The  proportion  among  native  white  males  is  1 
in  80,  but  the  environment  in  New  Hampshire  seems  to  have  been  even 
more  favorable  to  the  preservation  of  life  in  the  other  sex,  for  the  propor- 
tion among  native  white  females  is  1  in  58.  Other  New  England  States  do 
not  contain  quite  so  many  old  persons,  the  average  proportion  for  the  six 
being  1  in  184.  Coming  to  New  York,  he  finds  that  for  one  person  who 
has  reached  the  age  of  eighty  there  are  161  who  have  not  been  so  fortunate, 
and  in  the  three  Middle  States  the  average  proportion  is  1  in  182.  As  he  goes 
southward  he  discovers  a  greater  preponderance  of  young  blood,  for  in 
six  South  Atlantic  States  the  average  proportion  is  1  in  208.  The  Gulf 
States  afford  a  less  attractive  shelter  for  the  aged,  for  the  average  is  1  in 
800.  In  Texas,  where  so  many  worthy  persons  die  with  their  boots  on  in 
the  prime  of  life,  only  one  octogenarian  can  be  found  in  a  group  of  497 
citiieens.  The  average  rises  again  in  the  interior  States  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, but  in  the  great  lake  States  it  falls  to  1  in  263,  a  good  old  age  being 
attained  with  the  greatest  difficulty  in  the  wealthy  and  prosperous  State  of 
Illinois.  In  seven  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  the  aged  rarely 
appear,  for  the  average  In  proportion  is  1  in  458.  In  Iowa  a  crop  of  334 
persons  yields  only  one  who  has  reached  the  age  of  four-score ;  in  Minne- 
sota, Nebraska  and  Kansas,  only  one  of  these  aged  citizens  can  be  found 
in  a  group  that  would  yield  two  in  Iowa,  and  in  Colorado  1,150  inhabit 
tants  must  pass  in  review  before  an  octogenarian  comes  in  sight.  The  old 
are  even  more  rare  in  Nevada,  but  in  California  and  Oregon  the  proportion 
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is  nearly  1  in  500.  If  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  country  could  be  as- 
sembled in  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  groups,  it  would  be  possible  to 
place  at  the  head  of  each  group  one  patriarch  of  eighty  or  more  years. 
So  our  student,  assuming  that  long  life  is  the  inalienable  right  of  those 
who  reside  in  Nfjw  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  Maine,  cries:  "Flee  to  the 
mountains  of  New  England  for  health  and  longevity!*' 

To  Disinfect  Watbr  for  Hypodermic  Use. — A  sure  but,  so  far  as 
we  are  aware,  little  practised  method  for  disinfecting  water  for  hypoder- 
mic use  is  to  boil  it.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  the  water  be  boiled  when  the 
hypodermic  solution  is  made  for  the  case  bottle*,  it  should  be  boiled 
on  the  spot.  The  requisite  amount  is  put  Into  a  teaspoon,  alighted  match 
Im  held  under  it,  and  the  fluid  injected  while  warm.  If  the  practitioner 
prefers,  as  many  do,  to  make  the  solution  p.r.n.,  the  required  amount  of  the 
drug  or  a  pellet  may  be  placed  in  the  spoon,  reduced  to  a  powder — better 
still,  placed  in  the  water  and  reduced — and  the  heat  applied,  the  increased 
temperature  favoring  the  solution.  In  this  manner  bisulphate  of  quinine 
may  be  used  without  any  acidulous  accessory,  and  without  the  unpleasant 
effects  so  often  seen  after  hypodermics  of  quinine. 

The  Radical  Operation  for  Hernia. — From  a  careful  study  of  up- 
ward  of  four  hundred  cases.  Dr.  Leisrink,  arrives  at  the  following  conclu- 
sions :  1 .  The  radical  operation  should  never  be  attempted  for  the  cure  of 
reducible  hernia.  2.  In  the  case  of  very  large  and  painful,  or  of  otherwise 
incapacitating  hernias,  the  operation  is  justifiable.  3.  Old  and  feeble 
persons  and  very  young  children  should  not  be  exposed  to  the  risks  of  this 
operation.  4.  The  radical  operation  is  indicated  after  the  reduction  of 
strangulated  hernia,  unless  for  any  reason  it  be  desired  to  keep  the  canal 
open.  5.  A  radical  cure  is  very  seldom  obtained;  yet  (6)  the  condition  of 
the  patient  is  usually  greatly  bettered  by  the  operation.  7.  In  every  case 
a  truss  should  be  worn  after  the  operation.  8.  The  radical  operation 
should  always  be  performed  under  the  most  strict  antiseptic  precautions. — 
Deutsche  Medicin,  Zeitung^  July  8,  1983. 

The  University  of  Niagara  has  established  a  medical  department  in 
Buffalo.  The  course  of  study  will  be  graded,  and  will  extend  over  four 
years.  Each  annual  course  will  continue  for  six  months.  Examinations 
are  to  be  conducted  by  a  board  of  medical  men,  unconnected  with  the 
faculty.  The  lectures  will  be  given  for  the  present  at  the  Hospital  of  the 
Sisters  of  Charity.  The  tlrst  session  will  commence  on  the  10th  of  next 
month. 

To  Preserve  Surgical  Instruments. — The  following  formula  is 
recommended  by  Professor  Olmstead,  of  Yale  College.  Melt  together  six 
to  eight  parts  of  lard  to  one  of  resin,  and  stir  until  it  is  cool;  it  can  be 
thinned  with  coal-oil  or  benzine.  Applied  to  a  bright  metallic  surface  it 
effectually  protects  the  polish,  but  the  surface  should  be  both  bright  and 
dry,  as  it  will  not  prevent  the  continuance  of  oxidation  already  begun. 
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Hhdrobrombthyl  as  an  Anesthetic  in  Parturition, — Dr.  C. 
Wiedemann,  in  a  lecture  delivered  before  the  St.  Petersburg  Medical  So- 
ciety (SL  Petenbwrger  Med.  Wochenschri/t),  treats  quite  at  length  of 
hydrobromethpl  or  aUhybromide  (chem.  form.,  C2  H5  Br.),  a  clear,  very 
volatile  liquid,  having  a  pleasant  ethereal  odor. 

It  is  administered  in  the  same  manner  as  chlaro/armt  either  by  the  aid 
of  a  funnel  or  simply  inhaled  from  a  folded  cloth.  It  must  be  given 
freely,  and  especially  during  the  absence  of  a  pain.  Care  must  be  taken 
that  complete  narcosis  is  not  produced;  patient  must  be  able  to  answer  all 
questions  clearly  and  distinctly,  and  this  degree  of  anesthesia  is  suffi- 
cient to  render  parturition  perfectly  painless. 

The  following  are  presented  as  some  of  the  advantages  of  this  anes- 
thetic during  accouchement : 

1.  There  is  no  danger  either  to  mother  or  child,  narcosis  is  easily 
controlled;  patient  is  not  unconscious. 

2.  The  rapidity  of  its  action,  requiring  only  a  few  minutes,  while 
chloroform  acts  slower,  and  to  be  of  any  benefit  deep  narcosis  must  be 
produced. 

8.  The  duration  of  labor  is  not  lengthened,  as  after  the  use  of  cAZoro- 
form, 

4.  There  can  be  full  consciousness  and  yet  absence  of  pain.  Patient 
can  answer  all  questions  and  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  accoucheur. 

5.  Post-partum  hemorrhage  after  l>romethyl  anesthesia  has  not  been 
known  to  occur;  in  this  respect  it  is  far  superior  to  Moro/orm. 

Rules  For  BxABiiNATiON  of  Urink.^I.  Sediment  in  the  urine  has  no 
significance  unless  deposited  within  twenty-four  hours. 

2.  Albumen  in  the  urine  does  not  indicate  kidney  disease  unless  ac- 
companied by  tube-casts.  The  most  fatal  form  of  Bright*s  disease  (con- 
tracted kidney)  has  little  or  no  albumen. 

8.  Every  white  crystal  in  urine,  regardless  of  shape,  is  a  phosphite, 
except  the  oxalate  of  lime,  which  has  Its  own  peculiar  form,  urine  alka- 
line. 

4.  Every  yellow  crystal  is  uric  acid,  if  the  urine  is  acid,  or  a  urate  if 
the  urine  is  alkaline. 

5.  Kucous  casts,  pus  and  epithelium  signify  disease  of  the  bladder 
(crystitis)  or  of  other  parts  of  the  urinary  tract,  as  determined  by  the 
variety  of  epithelium. 

6.  The  urine  from  females  can  often  be  differentiated  from  the  urine 
of  the  male,  by  finding  in  it  the  tesselated  epithelium  of  the  vagina. 

7.  Hyaline  casts  (narrow),  blood  and  epithelial  casts  signify  acute  ca- 
tarrhal nephritis.    Much  albumen. 

8.  Broad  hyaline  casts  and  epithelial  dark  granular  and  oil  casts 
signify  chronic  catarrhal  nephritis.    At  first  much  albumen;  later  less. 

9.  Hyaline  and  pale  granular  casts  and  little  or  no  albumen  signify  in- 
terstitial nephritis. 
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10.  Broader  casts  are  worse  than  narrow  casts,  as  far  as  diagnosis  is 
concerned,  for  the  former  signify  a  chronic  disease. 

11.  The  urine  should  be  fresh  for  microscopical  examination,  as  the 
micrococci  will  change  hyaline  casts  Into  granular  casts  or  devour  them 
entirely  in  a  short  time. 

12.  Uric  acid  In  the  urine  may  in  Trommer'stest  for  urine  form  a  pro- 
toxode  of  copper,  thus  often  deceiving  the  examiner  in  the  belief  that  he  has 
discovered  sugar.  Thus  when  urine  shows  only  a  trace  of  sugar,  other 
methods  of  examination  besides  the  Trommer^s  must  be  used — preferably 
the  lead  test. 

19.  The  microscope  gives  us  better  ideas  of  the  exact  conditioii  of 
affairs  in  the  examination  of  urine  than  the  various  chemical  tests.  There- 
fore the  time  has  come  when  every  true  physician  should  know  how  to 
handle  a  microscope. — Dr.  Form  ad,  Louisville  Med.  News. 

Rrsection  and  Destruction  of  the  Lung  by  the  THKRMO-Cir- 
TERY. — M.  Koch,  well  known  by  his  researches  on  the  microbe  of  phthlsU, 
has  been  hardy  enough  to  attempt  an  operation  which  certainly  will  not 
have  many  Imitators.  In  two  cases  of  phthisis  he  resected  portions  of  the 
ribs  to  allow  the  Instrument  to  penetrate  into  the  pulmonary  tii^sue  until 
it  reached  the  cavity,  the  walls  of  which  were  freely  cauterized,  and  the 
Instrument  withdrawn.  Both  patients  succumbed;  yet  the  operation 
seetas  to  have  answered  the  expectations  of  the  German  savant.  M.  Koch 
thinks  that  the  destruction  by  the  thermo-cautery  of  limited  portions  of 
the  pulmonary  tissue  will  be  found  beneficial  in  those  forms  of  chronic 
gangrene  of  the  lung  accompanied  with  abundant  expectoration  of  putrid 
matter,  in  acute  pulmonary  gangrene  where  the  mortified  tissue  cannot  be 
eliminated  as  in  gunshot  wounds,  when  foreign  bodies  fall  into  the  small 
bronchi  and  not  being  able  to  find  their  way  out  again  by  any  means,  pro- 
duce destruction  of  the  neighboring  tissue,  and  finally,  in  these  forms  of 
fetid  and  putrid  bronchitis  where  dilatation  of  the  brocchi  cannot  be  de^ 
monstrated,  and  in  the  rare  form  of  localized  pulmonary  phthisis. ^Jfnf. 
Press. 

Disinfectants. — Dr.  W.  E.  Buck  writes  to  the  Brit.  Med.Joitr.: 
Most  practitioners  must  have  often  realized  the  Inefficiency  of  disinfec- 
tants In  allaying  the  fcetor  of  cancerous  ulcers,  an  annoyance  which 
sometimes  troubles  the  patient  even  more  than  the  pain,  or  the  thought  of 
death.  After  failure  with  the  whole  round  of  disinfectants,  I  tried  a  satu- 
rated solution  of  hypos^ilphite  of  seda  added  to  an  equal  quantity  of  water, 
and  found  it  exceedingly  efllcaclous.  The  ulcerating  surface  was  wefl  syr- 
inged and  washed  with  the  "solution,  and  was  then  covered  with  rags 
steeped  in  the  solution.  Most  disinfectants  seem  to  lose  their  virtue  after 
a  few  days'  application,  but  I  have  used  this  one  for  months  in  the  same 
patient  with  continuous  good  effects.  It  is  cleanly,  has  no  smell,  doe» 
not  stain,  and  is  very  cheap. 
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LATERAL  SPINAL  CURVATURES. 


BY  E.  C.  FRANKLIN,  M.  D.,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 


[Bead  before  the  Horn,  Med,  Society  of  the  State  of  Michigany   Ses- 
sion of  1883,) 

The  present  paper  compnses  a  short  account  of  the  na- 
ture, causes  and  treatment  of  curvatures,  viewed  in  relation 
to  the  deviations  of  position  of  the  verebral  column  in  the 
lateral  directions.  In  order  properly  to  comprehend  the 
abnormal  conditions  of  structure,  we  must  understand  fully 
the  varied  processes  and  functions  that  refer  to  its  normal 
or  healthy  state.  Without  this  knowledge,  deformities  can- 
not be  rectified,  and  diseased  organisms  cannot  be  relieved. 

In  the  present  epoch,  the  relief  of  deformity  has  assumed 
a  specialt}',  and  like  its  kindred  medical  and  surgical  branches 
when  made  the  subject  of  special  consideration,  has  ad- 
vanced with  more  rapid  strides  than  ever  before. 

Of  all  the  varieties  of  deformitj^  none  so  greatly  detract 
from  the  beauty  of  the  '*  human  form  divine  "  as  distor- 
tions of  the  spine,  and  it  is  chiefly  upon  this  account  that  it 
has  acquired  such  great  prominence  in  the  medical  world. 

When  we  view  the  grace,  the  beauty,  and  the  ever-chang- 
ing harmony  of  movement  that  marks  the  normal  spine,  the 
concordance  of  muscles  acting  in  various  directions  to  give 
strength  and   mobility   to  this   fiexuous  column,  firm  and 
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elastic,  light  and  pliant,  there  are  mingled  together  into  one 
grand  whole  a  combination  of  mechanical  properties  that  the 
utmost  human  ingenuity  has  in  vain  attempted  to  imitate. 
The  voluntary  effort  of  all  the  muscles  lying  on  either  side 
of  the  spine,  and  extending  beyond  to  distant  structures,  is 
to  preserve  the  natural  functions  of  the  spine  and  adapt  it 
to  the  varied  movements  of  the  body.  If  these  various  sets 
of  muscles  act  in  harmony,  there  can  be  no  curvation;  if,  on 
the  contrary,  from  disease,  impairment  of  system,  or  trau- 
matism, the  equilibrium  between  the  two  is  lost,  then  begins 
the  first  effect,  curvation  of  the  spine.  As  soon  as  this  arc 
of  curvation  is  established,  it  is  the  effort  of  nature  to  create 
a  condition  of  comi^ensation,  and  to  preserve  as  best  she  can 
the  proper  adaptation  of  the  mental  globe  to  the  bony 
column  upon  which  it  rests.  Thus,  through  these  two  ever 
acting  principles,  is  seen  the  brief  exposition  of  the  genesis 
of  spinal  curvatures,  viz :  that  there  cannot  be  one  arc  of  in- 
curvation without  its  corresponding  cui-ve  of  compensation. 
This  furnishes  the  only  true  and  scientific  basis  of  the  nature, 
causes,  and  successful  treatment  of  s[)inal  curvatures. 

When  the  muscles  act  in  harmony,  the  different  groups 
being  properly  set  off  by  their  respective  antagonists,  then 
the  spinal  column  at  rest  or  in  motion,  is  always  in  its 
proper  position.  But,  if  the  action  of  these  groups  of  mus- 
cles is  not  in  proper  antagonism,  then  harmony  and  co- 
ordination are  lost,  and  the  spine  makes  its  continuous  and 
increasing  flexion  toward  the  point  where  there  is  the  strong- 
est muscular  action.  This  increased  tonicity  establishes  the 
first  arc  of  incurvation,  and  the  compensatory  curves  are  the 
result  of  this  continuous  muscular  contractility  in  the  effort 
to  rectify  the  evils  arising  from  the  primary  deflection.  The 
importance,  therefore,  of  ascertaining  which  of  the  curves  is 
the  original  one  is  so  £:reat  that  without  this  kuowled<]:e  the 
surgeon  will  not  be  able  successfully  to  combat  the  de- 
formity. It  is  the  pathological  state  of  the  first  arc  or 
curve  to  which  all  treatment  should    be  directed,  and  it  is 
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chiefly  due  to  the  want  of  proper  knowledge  in  this  direc- 
tion that  so  many  failures  have  followed  the  best  directed 
efforts  of  the  practitioner  in  the  proper  restitution  of  these 
deformities,  progressive  ataxia  of  the  opposing  muscles 
going  on  till  the  most  serious  consequences  have  been  de- 
veloped. 

I  have  been  frequently  asked  by  solicitous  patients  and 
friends,  with  slightly  developed  lateral  curvature,"  *'  if  the 
deformity  will  increase  without  proper  and  well  directed 
treatment,"  and  my  answer  is  invariably,  '*  yes,  if  the  pro- 
gressive ataxia  is  not  suitably  rectified." 

Causes  of  Spinal  Curvatuke. — ^Among  the  causes  may 
be  mentioned,  1st,  Constitutional  predisposition  or  systemic 
cachexia.  2nd,  Muscular  contractions  produced  by  some 
exciting  cause.  3d,  Frequent  curvations  of  the  spine  in  the 
same  direction.  4th,  Loss  of  equilibrium  between  spinal 
resistance  and  superincumbent  weight.  5th,  Pathological 
curvation. 

To  him  who  contemplates  spinal  curvature  as  an  effect 
alone,  it  seems  a  matter  of  trifling  importance ;  but  to  the 
one  who  studies  the  internal  functional  activities  that  have 
been  aroused,  the  physiological  agencies  that  have  been  in- 
terrupted in  their  harmonious  co-ordination,  it  becomes  one 
of  the  deepest  problems  to  be  solved.  We  are  only  on  the 
threshold  of  knowled2:e  so  far  as  the  internal  activities  of  this 
deformity  are  concerned.  To  study  the  anatomy  of  spinal 
curvature,  we  are  surprised  to  find  so  little  to  guide  us  in  the 
regional  mechanism  of  the  spine  as  influenced  by  muscular 
action.  We  cannot  be  benefited  by  viewing  the  spine  as  an 
inanimate  curve  made  up  of  several  pieces ;  we  must  con- 
sider it  as  it  is,  a  living  functional  organism,  or  rather  a 
series  of  separate  organisms,  with  living  structures  between 
them,  and  suiTounded  liy  muscular  appendages  of  highly 
endowed  activities  ;  on  one  side  we  have  functionally  weak- 
ened muscles,  and  on  the  other  structurally  changed  mus- 
cles, both  requiring  treatment,  yet  each  requiring  it  in  a  dif- 
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ferent  way,  aud  each  set  demaudiug  the  peculiar  adaptation 
of  remedies  to  meet  its  own  diseased  conditiou.  We  know 
what  produces  functionally  weakened  muscles  and  also  sti'ac- 
tural  shortening  in  muscular  tissue,  both  gained  by  study  aud 
observation  in  analagous  parts  of  the  body,  and  our  deduc- 
tions must  be  made  accordingly,  in  their  aj>plication  tolatei*a1 
cui-vature. 

Etiology. — Of  the  etioloofv  of  lateral  curvature  little  is 
known  comparatively,  and  the  great  field  of  knowledge  con- 
cerning these  deviations  from  the  normal  standard  lies  open 
to  those  who  seek  information  in  this  direction.  The  an- 
tero-posterior  curvatures,  Pott's  disease,  and  the  conditions 
that  cause  them  are  better  understood,  and  are  attributed  to 
concussions  and  tramatisms  of  various  kinds  aud  severity; 
the  injury  exciting  disturbances  in  the  cartilaginous  discs 
and  vertelu'oe,  and  thus  disturbing  some  centre  of  ossifi- 
cation to  such  aa  extent  as  to  induce  inflammatory  disturb- 
ances in  ossification  and  to  result  first  in  disintegration  of  tiie 
soft,  then  the  bony  structures.  In  lateral  curvature  the  con- 
dition is  different.  We  know 'deformity  exists,  and  that  by 
preference  the  right  side  is  mostly  affected,  and  we  recog- 
nize certain  nervous  states,  eithar  hysterical  or  emotionaU 
that  accompany  this  deformity.  These  nerve  disturbances 
are  classified  according  to  Barwell  "as  spastic  contractions, 
debility  and  paralysis  of  respiratory  muscles,  over  action  of 
the  right  arm,  uneven  distribution  of  the  weight  of  the 
trunk,  the  weight  of  the  heart  hanging  on  the  dorsal,  that  of 
the  liver  on  the  lumbar  spine,  disea^^e  and  deformation  of 
the  vertebrae  and  intervertebral  substance,"  which  I  cannot 
accept  in  their  entirety.  The  relation  of  all  these  and 
other  assignable  causes  to  the  patholoirical  lesion  produced 
is  at  present  in  the  darkness  of  unknowledge.  When  we 
see  lateral  curvature  existing  an(4  progressing  in  uifants 
from  six  months  to  eight  years  of  age ;  when  we  see  sexual 
development,  and  the  physiological,  in  good  fimction  while 
the  deformity  increases,  and  when  we  see  the  '*  left  carva- 


Lateral  Spinal  Curvatures.  405 

ture  sometimes  existing  with  no  other  cause  than  an  acci- 
dental one  ;  when  we  see  it  occurring  in  boys  of  tender  age, 
and  yet  under  the  most  searching  symptoraology  can  detect 
no  relation  between  the  physiological  and  pathological  condi- 
tionSy  I  ask  how  are  we  to  determine  what  the  co-incidental 
relation  is,  as  the  determining  factor  or  factors  in  the  exist- 
ence and  direction  of  the  curve. 

While  I  believe  that  the  hysterical  or  emotional  state  is  the 
predisposing  condition  to  the  development  of  lateral  curvji- 
ture,  yet  there  must  exist  the  exciting  or  causation  influence 
for  its  absolute  pathological  evolvement.  This  may  be  pro- 
duced by  various  physical  or  dynamic  influences,  such  as  in- 
juries and  other  traumatic  agencies,  or  mental  and  nervous 
excitations  of  different  degrees  of  severity.  We  all  recog- 
nize the  mental  precocity  in  children  afflicted  with  scrofula 
and  the  strumous  diseases  incident  to  such  ogauisms,  yet  all 
children  that  are  precocious  are  not  necessarily  scrofulous, 
nor  are  those  who  are  hysterical  or  emotional  always  the 
subject  of  lateral  curvature. 

We  must  investigate  deeper  than  these  conditions  to  find 
the  true  factor  or  causation  theory  ;  nor  can  we  find  it  alto- 
gether in  malposition  alone.  When  a  limb  has  become 
shortened  by  a  pathological  state  of  the  hip-joint,  or  when 
the  arrest  of  development  has  caused  in  children  of  tender 
growth  infantile  paralysis,  there  is  produced  a  lumbo-dorsal 
curve  from  sympathetic  irritation  which  disappears  when 
the  patient  lies  down  ;  yet  instances  are  seen  when  these  con- 
ditions just  given  have  been  curative  of  lateral  curvature. 
Here  are  causation  forces  producing  a  certain  pathological 
state,  and  the  same  state  cured  by  the  same,  or  like  forces 
under  dissimilar  circumstances.  From  this  we  fflean  two 
authenticated  facts ;  first,  that  the  nerve  irritations  in  the 
one  case  will  produce  pathological  action  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  induce  lateral  curvature ;  second,  that  true  lateral  curva- 
ture is  not  associated  with  unequal  length  of  the  lower  limbs 
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alone,  thereby  proving  that  malposition  of  itself  is  nut  alto- 
gether a  factor  in  producing  scoliosis. 

We  see,  therefore,  that  there  are  tvvo  causes  required  to 
produce  the  curvation,  the  predisposing  aud  the  exciting. 
The  exciting  causes  under  certain  conditions  raay  give  rise  to 
curvature  without  the  intervention  of  the  predisposing;  and 
the  predisposition,  if  intensitied,  will  permit  the  formation 
of  curvature,  although  the  exciting  causes  are  so  slight  Jis 
not  to  be  recognizable.  This  is  effected  by  irriUitiou  of  the 
spinal  nmscles  and  vertebral  structures,  which,  continuing  to 
act,  give  rise  to  impairment  of  function  and  subsequent  de- 
bility, which  in  tim-e  disenables  them  to  retain  the  spine  in 
its  proper  position  for  a  great  length  of  time.  The  condition 
of  the  bones  themselves  will  determine  the  question  of  slow 
or  more  raj)id  formation  of  these  curvations,  as  in  the  case 
of  rachitis,  the  bones,  being  soft  and  more  pliable,  yield 
with  far  less  reluctance  than  when  thev  are  normal  in  text- 
ure.  In  scrofulous  constitutions,  also,  there  exists  a  pre- 
dispojsition  to  bony  impairment,  and  on  this  account  they  are 
more  readily  influenced  bv  any  muscular  irritation  that  mav 
exist  in  any  portion  of  the  spinal  groups. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  children  who  grow  rapidly  in- 
crease in  develoj)ment  at  the  expense  of  the  bone  elements 
of  the  body,  and  no  set  of  bones  feels  this  draught  upon  its 
functional  activities  more  than  the  vertebroe,  and  none  yield 
quicker  to  this  deterioration  of  vital  force  than  the  bones  of 
the  spinal  column.  The  liability  of  women  to  lateral  curva- 
ture may  be  referred  to  this  natural  deliiiacy  of  bone  forma- 
tion as  one  of  the  predisposing  causes,  and  their  sedentary 
habits  and  frequently  constrained  positions  with  ribs  of  steel 
and  stays  of  bone,  which  foolishly  indulgent  mothers  per- 
mit, in  opposition  to  the  laws  of  health  and  functional  ac- 
tivity. It  is  a  well  ascertained  fact  that  the  earliest  piece  of 
mechanism  worn  by  woman  to  beautify  and  give  that  pe- 
culiar grace  to  her  form,  has  been  more  prolific  of  deformity 
as  an  e.xcitino:  cause  than  any  other  airent.     The  same  mav 
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be  said  of  high -heel  shoes,  and  of  the  extravagant  extent  to 
which  this  fashion  was  carried  durin<?  the  reijrn  of  the  *'  Gre- 
ciau  Bend,"  which  resulted  In  many  spinal  deformities,  and 
would  have  added  thousands  more,  had  it  not  been  succeeded 
by  a  fashion  almost  the  antithesis  of  the  bend,  the  evil 
results  of  which  were  antasjonized  bv  another  set  of  muscles 
which  overcame  the  injurious  consequences  of  *'  The  Bend  " 
by  the  law  of  compensation. 

If  the  muscles  of  the  back  are  not  rested  when  put  in  con- 
tinued awkward  position  by  change  of  posture,  the  spine  in 
its  deflection  to  one  side  or  the  other  is  supported  almost 
entirely  by  the  articular  processes.  These  frequent  pres- 
sures, usually  on  the  same  side,  soon  affect  the  functional 
activities  of  the  soft-growing  spine,  derangement  of  tissue 
results,  and  there  is  produced  in  a  very  small  spot,  perhaps, 
the  altered  condition  that  gives  rise  to  curvation,  which, 
once  established,  goes  on  with  persistent  development,  till  a 
full  and  complete  curve  is  formed.  Other  causes*  such  as 
the  awkward  position  of  standing  or  rather  leaning  to  one 
side,  and  the  unsightly  straight  back  seats  or  chairs  in  the 
lecture  and  recitation  rooms  of  our  colleges  and  universities, 
are  potent  causes  of  incipient  lateral  curvature,  which  should 
be  antagonized  by  well-directed  exercise  in  a  gymnasium.  I 
hold  it  as  a  rule,  that  any  educational  institution  that  com- 
pels its  students  to  occupy  such  constrained  and  injurious 
positions  as  to  endanger  the  health  of  its  patrons,  should 
erect  a  gymnasium  upon  the  theory  of  muscular  compen- 
sation. Young  men  and  women  are  not  much  benefited  by 
walking,  even  at  great  distances,  or  riding  in  the  purest  air 
in  stately  carriages,  or  occupying  constrained  seats  in  bug- 
gies ;  infinitely  more  benefit  may  be  procured  by  such  varied 
muscular  and  joint  exercises  that  belong  to  a  properly  con- 
ducted gymnasium. 

Exciting  Causes.— These  are  the  conditions  which  di- 
rectly affect  the  functions  of  the  spinal  structures,  which 
being  continued  for  a  length  of  time,  disturb  the  nutritive 
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processes,  thereby  directly  causing  spinal  curvatures  ;  or  the 
exciting  cause  acting  with  more  severity  and  force  often 
acts  immediately,  and  with  as  much  certainty  as  in  the  for- 
mer instance.  Under  the  head  of  these  exciting  causes  may 
be  mentioned  the  following :  1st,  Inequality  of  weight  of 
the  two  sides  of  the  body,  as  in  the  case  of  a  lost  arm,  or 
the  habit  of  carrying  weights  always  on  the  same  side.  The 
continual  or  frequent  playing  of  croquet,  when  the  bending 
of  the  body  is  all  to  one  side.  2d,  Inequality  in  length  of 
the  lower  extremities,  which  produces  obliquity  of  the  pel- 
vis, and,  consequently,  of  the  spinal  column.  3d,  Disease 
or  injury,  causing  one  side  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  to  be 
continually  contracted  laterally.  4th,  Deformity  of  the 
head,  where  it  is  throAvn  to  one  side,  as  in  wry  neck  or  cica- 
trical contraction  caused  by  burns.  5th,  Faulty  positions 
of  the  body,  such  as  the  bad  habit  of  always  standing  upon 
one  leg ;  the  twisting  or  bending  of  the  body  as  in  writing 
upon  a  (if>o  low  desk,  or  any  other  evil  position  of  the  body, 
either  while  engaged  in  work,  reading  or  writing  when  the 
mind  is  intensely  occupied,  tlie  careless  habit  of  standing 
at  the  desk,  or  sitting  in  school  upon,  stools  or  seats  without 
backs. 

After  explaining  the  causes  that  are  almost  continually  at 
work  to  produce  lateral  curvature,  I  will  explain  the  phe- 
nomena of  these  deformities  as  they  affect  the  spinal  column. 

Ist.  Curvature  of  the  spine  is  mostly  to  the  right  side, 
and  sometimes  included  in  this  deformity  there  is  a  rotation 
of  the  vertebree  upon  each  other,  the  rotation  being  always 
forwards  the  convexity  of  the  curve. 

2nd.  There  is  more  or  less  deformity  of  the  scapula,  the 
one  on  the  side  of  the  convexity  being  further  removed 
from  the  spinous  processes  than  its  fellow.  There  also  ex- 
ists an  undue  prominence  of  the  lower  angle  of  the  scapula 
on  the  convex  side  of  the  curve.  These  can  be  traced  to 
the  altered  relations  of  the  ribs,  which  are  twisted  in  an  ab- 
normal position  by  the  rotation  of  the  vertebrae ;  those  on 
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the  concave  side  being  depressed,  while  those  on  the  convex 
side  are  made  more  prominent. 

Various  positions,  with  intervals  of  mascular  exercise, 
may  be  beneficial ;  but  the  fact  is,  these  patients  rarely  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  surgeon  until  the  period  has  passed 
when  general  rest  and  exercise  can  be  made  of  essential  im- 
portance. 

As  measures  of  hygiene,  those  exercises,  free  and  unre- 
strained, in  which  the  heart  and  muscles  act  in  unison,  are 
of  great  value,  and  in  the  early  stages  of  this  disease  the 
employment  of  all  those  agents  which  most  effectually  de- 
velop and  equalize  muscular  force,  with  the  aid  of  internal 
remedies,  may  often  accomplish  a  complete  and  rapid  cure. 
Calisthenics,  gymnastics,  etc.,  are  of  great  value ;  but  most 
beneficial  are  those  free,  active  agents,  or  agreeable  exer- 
cises, which  may  be  obtained  by  tumbling,  rolling,  and  rol- 
licking in  the  open  air. 

Good  wholesome  food,  faradization,  frictions,  hot  and 
cold  water  applied  to  the  spine  alternately,  bathings,  etc  , 
are  all  important  accessions  ;  but,  besides  these,  the  general 
health  demands  attention,  and  by  constitutional  remedies, 
change  of  air,  and  the  diligent  and  systematic  use  of  those 
measures  conducive  to  the  improvement  of  the  digestive  and 
assimilative  system,  great  benefit  may  be  derived. 

The  pernicious  use  of  blisttirs,  setonsy  issues^  counter-irri- 
tants,  etc.,  remedial  agents  of  the  first  rank  in  the  Allo- 
pathic school,  for  the  treatment  of  these  diseases,  do  serious 
and  irreparable  harm  by  their  irritating  and  exhaustive  ef- 
fects, and  especially  if  they  are  long  continued.  I  have  wit- 
nessed the  ill  effects  of  these  irritating  substances  applied 
along  the  spine  to  such  an  extent  as  to  seriously  impair  the 
functions  of  the  skin  and  underlying  tissues,  and  in  every 
case  where  they  have  been  employed,  patients  inform  me, 
and  the  history  of  the  patients  prove  so,  that  they  not  only 
effect  evil,  but  the  curvature  progresses  more  rapidly  under 
the  exhaustive  treatment. 
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Under  properly  directed  homoeopathic  treatment,  the  sys- 
tem is  sustained  and  assisted  in  its  efforts  to  overcome  the 
morbitic  agencies  that  are  slowly  deranging  the  muscular 
forces  at  the  point  invaded  and  undermining  the  consti- 
tution. Well  directed  homoeopathic  medication  tends  to 
bolster  up  the  weakened  forces  of  the  system,  locally  and 
generally,  and  presents  a  greater  field  of  curative  iiction 
than  by  any  other  known  method  of  overcoming  this  hith- 
erto intractable  disorder,  and  the  brilliant  success  attending 
its  use  fully  attests  the  value  of  this  valuable  and  beneficent 
system  of  practice. 

Veratriiie  is  one  of  our  very  best  remedies  in  the  contrac- 
tion of  muscles  producing  the  lateral  spinal  curve.  Its 
effect  upon  muscular  structure  is  modified  according  to  the 
conditions  which  govern  momentarily  the  excitability  and 
especrially  the  muscular  elasticity.  It  may  be  applied  locally 
by  uniting  it  with  vasaline  and  rubbing  the  part  covering  the 
morbidly  excited  mus(»]es  once  or  twice  a  day ;  or  it  may  be 
internally  used,  but  I  like  the  former  mode  of  applying  it 
better. 

»Sd.  Actual  atrophy  of  the  mammary  gland  on  the  side  of 
the  prominent  scapula  (the  convex  or  paretic  side)  which 
does  not  exist  when  the  primary  curve  is  in  the  dorsal 
region. 

4th.  The  lateral  dorsal  curve  is  a  more  rigid  curve  thnn 
either  the  lumbar  or  cervical,  and  is  associated  with  dis- 
turbed intrinsic  muscular  action,  which  is  one  of  the  chief 
causes  which  prevent  reduction  or  restriction  while  this 
ri"rid,  intrinsic  muscular  resistance  continues.  This  intrinsic 
force  is  absolute,  and  cannot  be  modified  by  any  immediate 
cause,  either  by  mechanical  eff(n't  iniproperly  employed, 
ether,  or  chloroform,  its  effects  being  prominently  dis- 
played on  the  concave  side  of  the  deformity. 

5th.  A  compensatory  curve  always  exists  after  the  arc  of 
incurvation,  or  primary  curve,  is  fairly  developed  ;  the  pri- 
mary curve  is  the  rigid  or  pathological  curve,  and  the  com- 
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pensatory  the  yielding  or  physiological,  hence  we  find  no 
true  rotation  at  these  curves  of  compensation. 

6th.  After  the  rigid  or  pathological  curve  has  been  estab- 
lished for  anv  considerable  time,  the  lonj?  muscles  of  the 
back,  the  semi-spinalis,  spinalis  and  lougissimus  dorsi,  under 
anaesthesia  show  a  structurally  shortened  condition.  Now, 
if  we  examine  the  cadaver  of  a  patient  who  has  died  of 
lateral  curvatai-e  or  the  complications  that  attend  it,  we  will 
find  a  wedging  together  of  the  articular  processes  on  the 
concave  side  of  the  curve,  and  well-marked  evidences  of  de- 
generation in  both  the  intrinsic  and  extrinsic  sets  of  mus- 
cles. There  is  no  disease  of  the  bodies,  laminae,  processes, 
or  ligaments  of  the  vertebrae.  The  osseous  lesion  lies 
wholly  at  the  articular  processes,  and  no  other  lesion  exists. 
I  ask  to  what  is  this  lesion  due,  and  is  it  primary  or  secon- 
dary? 

If  primary^  there  is  a  direct  cause  of  the  rigidity ;  but 
how  shall  we  account  for  the  extent  of  the  curve  and  its 
progressive  character,  or  the  anchylosis  of  the  vertebral 
bodies.  Again,  to  what  shall  we  attribute  the  atrophy  of 
the  mammary  gland  which  is  on  the  opposite  side. 

If  it  is  secondary,  it  is  much  more  easily  understood,  and 
we  refer  the  curvation  to  a  rigidity,  a  unilateral  contraction 
of  the  intrinsic  muscles  (those  immediately  connected  with 
the  spinal  processes  and  bodies  of  the  vertebne)  producing 
paresis  and,  ultimately  loss  of  poTver  (paralysis)  of  the  an- 
tagonistic muscles.  There  is  either  an  essential  loss  of 
power  in  the  antagonist  muscles,  or  an  exalted  state  of  the 
shortened  or  contracted  muscles,  for  both  conditions,  exalt- 
ation first,  with  increasing  contraction,  a  hypersesthesia  of 
the  muscular  fibres,  with  subsequent  paralysis  and  the  varied 
trophic  symptoms  following.  All  these  symptoms  show 
that  there  is  disturbed  muscular  action  throughout,  and 
disproves  the  fallacy  that  the  right  side  of  the  spine  is 
stronger  than  the  opposite.     There  is  a  contracted  state  of 
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muscles  on  the  shorteQed  side,  and  a  lengthening  of  those 
muscles  on  the  opposite,  or  enfeebled  side. 

I  shall  divide  lateral  curvature  into  five  kinds : 

1st.  True  lateral  curvature  with  rotation. 

2d.  The  false  or  hysteric  curve  which  simulates  the  first. 

3d.  The  strictly  compensatory  curve,  due  to  an  altered 
plane  of  the  pelvis. 

4th.  The  curvatures  that  result  from  acute  unilateral 
pneumonia  or  pleural  inflammation. 

5th.  The  forcible  curve  that  results  from  infantile  pa- 
ralysis affecting  certain  spinal  muscles.  In  the  last  three 
curvatures  there  is  disturbance  of  extrinsic  muscular  action, 
and  as  a  rule  they  take  place,  producing  little  true  change  of 
the  pelvic  plane,  except  when  standing  or  walking.  They 
entirely  disappear  when  the  patient  lies  down,  and  the  his- 
tory of  the  case  points  to  the  cause  in  operation. 

The  curvature  produced  by  infantile  paralysis  is  of  easy 
diagnosis,  and  in  this,  like  the  others,  the  extrinsic  muscles 
are  actively  engaged  and  cause  the  deformity.  The  age  at 
which  it  occurs,  the  rapidity  of  its  growth,  and  the  degree 
of  the  resulting  deformity,  all  point  to  muscular  contraction 
of  the  extrinsic  muscles  as  a  principal  factor  in  producing 
the  disease. 

Treatment. — ^The  principles  of  treatment  in  spinal  dis- 
eases are  the  same  as  are  recommended  in  all  diseases  of  the 
articulations,  namely :  rest  of  the  part  affected,  and  the  cure 
of  the  morbific  agencies  connected  therewith  by  such  inter- 
nal remedies  as  are  homoeopathic  to  the  diseased  state.  The 
two  Jigencies  required  to  effect  this  result  are,  the  mechani- 
cal and  medicinal.  There  can  be  no  more  ridiculous  state- 
ments made  than  those  which  we  have  seen  stated  in  some 
of  our  medical  journals  in  regard  to  the  cure  of  pathological 
spinal  curvature.  When  any  one  says  that  he  treated  suc- 
cessfully a  case  of  true  pathological  curvature  of  the  spine 
with  the  c.  m.  potency  of  any  remedy,  he  either  knows 
absolutely  nothing  of  what  he  is  talking  about,  or  he  is  an 
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intentional  deceiver.  I  have  had  too  much  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  spinal  diseases  to  regard  such  statements  as 
anything  more  than  the  worst  kind  of  charlatanism.  Medical 
agents  in  advanced  stages  of  true  lateral  curvature  will  affect 
little  or  nothing,  without  mechanical  means,  and  the  latter 
will  not  prove  curative  without  the  assistance  of  the  former. 
Both  must  be  maintained  at  the  same  time  to  affect  the 
most  beneficial  results. 

There  are  many  kinds  of  mechanical  means  in  use  to 
effect  the  desired  result,  but  with  one  or  two  exceptions 
they  are  inadequate  to  meet  the  indications  of  efficient  treat- 
ment. I  shall  not  refer  to  the  scores  of  bulky,  wearisome, 
and  elaborate  appliances  that  have  been  used  from  time  to 
time  with  no  other  result  than  to  prove  their  entire  worth- 
lessness,  although  some  of  them  show  great  ingenuity  and 
mechanical  skill  in  their  construction. 

The  great  majority  of  these  appliances  are  constructed  for 
the  purpose  of  effecting  restitution  by  padded  crutches 
under  the  axilla ;  others  are  made  to  oppose  the  increasing 
deformity  by  directly  resisting  the  forces  creating  it,  neither 
of  which  have  any  real  curative  agency  in  overcoming  the 
disease.  The  various  modern  appliances,  such  as  the  raw- 
hide and  dextrine  jacket,  the  hammock  suspension,  the 
porous  felt  jacket,  the  ingenious  device  of  hospital  stew- 
ard Marshal,  the  silicate  of  soda  corset,  the  liquid  glue 
jacket,  and  the  plaster-of-Paris  cast,  and  other  adaptations 
of  questionable  utility,  have  been  carefully  examined,  and  in 
some  cases  actually  proven.  The  result  is,  that  among 
those  who  are  the  most  familiar  and  successful  in  the  treat- 
ment of  these  curvatures,  no  expedients  yet  known  supersede 
the  use  of  the  plaster-of-Paris  vest,  and  I  can  confidently 
state  that  in  my  hands  it  has  proved  the  very  best  means  of 
curing  true  spinal  curvature  that  I  have  any  knowledge  of. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  one  who  is  really  familiar  with  all 
the  rectifying  agencies  of  the  plaster  vest  would,  for  a  mo- 
ment, yield  its  superior  virtues  to  any  other  known  appli- 
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ance.  I  have  applied  this  vest  over  a  thousand  times,  and  1 
am  more  and  more  persuaded  that  it  is  the  best,  the  most 
humane,  and  the  most  successful  in  its  results,  of  all  the 
mechanical  contrivances  that  were  ever  invented. 

I  will  admit  thut  it  is  the  most  difficult  of  all  mechanical 
agents  to  apply ;  and  to  apply  it  rightly,  is  one  of  the  most 
exact  and  artistic  processes  of  modern  surgery.  I  speak  the 
truth  when  I  say  thut  my  success  in  the  proper  application 
of  this  vest  did  not  meet  my  highest  expectations'  of  its 
grand  and  re-creative  principles,  till  I  had  *'put  up"  at  least 
one  hundred  cases,  and  I  can  assure  my  friends  and  fellow- 
practitioners  that  in  no  other  mechanical  adaptation  does  fre- 
quent practice  lead  to  so  much  superiority  as  in  the  applica- 
tion of  this  vest.  I  have  known  reputable  surgeons,  some  of 
whom  make  considerable  pretensions  to  the  cure  of  spinal 
curvatures  by  the  plaster  cast,  turn  off  some  of  the  most 
miserable  evidences  of  spinal  suppoit  that  could  be  im- 
agined, and  in  one  or  two  instances  I  have  seen  the  cast  drop 
off  when  deprived  in  part  of  its  base  of  sustentation  Such 
use  of  the  plaster  cast  may  induce  others  to  seek  newer  con- 
trivances, but  1  shall  not  yield  my  admiration  and  use  of 
this  beneficent  process  while  such  grand  and  successful  re- 
sults follow  my  practice  hy  this  method. 

In  my  spinal  clinics  in  this  city,  as  well  as  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  I  have  undertaken  the  cure  of  the  most 
desperate  and  unpromising  cases,  and  never  in  my  some- 
what lengthened  experience  have  I  ever  been  foiled,  either 
in  greatly  benefitting  or  restoring  altogether  such  patients, 
when  I  could  entirely  control  them.  (I  shall  omit  here  the 
application  of  the  plaster  vest,  and  refer  all,  who  wish  a 
more  intimate  knowledge  of  its  virtues,  to  my  little  mono- 
graph on  the  subject  of  spinal  curvature.) 

The  special  means  of  treatment  are  local  applications^ 
re»t^  mechanical  extension^  massage^  muscular  exercises,  and 
mechanical  support  and  pressure. 

Local  applications  applied  to  the  back,  by  friction,  cold 
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and  hot  and  medicated  lotions  applied  alternately  ;  rubbing, 
etc.,  will  oftentimes  produce  benefit,  especially  in  cases 
where  there  is  loss  of  muscular  tonicity  and  a  tendenc}^  to 
part-sis. 

Rest  should  be  taken  in  a  horizontal  position  upon  a 
couch,  after  sufficient  and  regular  exercise  has  been  had  for 
restoration  of  the  physical  powers.  When  not  reclining, 
the  patient  should  rest  in  a  chair  so  formed  as  to  fit  into  the 
natural  lumbar  curve  of  the  back ;  this  attitude  prevents  the 
subsidence  of  the  spine,  and  holds  up  the  shoulders,  and 
tends  to  bring  the  dorsal  muscles  into  play  with  benefit  to 
the  patient. 

Mechanical  extension  is  properly  comprised  under  the 
heads  of  those  contrivances  that  are  employed  for  restitu- 
tion of  the  spine  and  overcoming  the  deformity.  They 
have  been  alrejidy  referred  to  under  the  mechanical  agencies 
recommended  to  overcome  spinal  deformities. 

Massage.  This  is  one  of  the  recent  improvements  of 
surgery,  and  is  em|)loyed  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  and 
restoring  impaired  functional  activity,  and  to  establish  ton- 
icity in  the  extrinsic  muscles  of  the  back.  It  consists  of  a 
series  of  rubbings  and  pressures  systematically  and  regu- 
larly performed  upon  the  depressed  muscular  structure,  and 
corresponds  with  the  system  of  shampooing  employed  by 
barbers. 

Muscular  exercises  are  employed  for  two-fold  puiposes, 
viz.,  to  invigorate  debilitated  muscles,  and  to  overcome  the 
deformity  of  curvation. 

The  exercises  which  have  already  been  spoken  of  for  di- 
rect action  upon  the  curves,  have  been,  to  a  large  extent, 
improperly  emi)loyed,  avS  the  muscular  exercises  where  the 
arm  of  the  affected  side  i?<  0:1  a  [>lane  higher  than  the  other, 
have  the  tendencv  rather  to  increase  than  diminish  the 
concave  side  of  the  cur\'e,  for  the  reason  that  the  muvscles 
upon  that  side  are  brought  into  greater  action  than  those  of 
the  opposite  side.     Hence   the  action   of  the  muscles  l)eing 
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continued  in  this  direction  will  increase  the  concave  side  of 
the  curve,  and  at  the  same  time  more  fully  develop  the  arc 
of  the  curvature,  and  correspondingly  increase  the  deformity. 
The  rationale  of  this  muscular  exercise  is  to  shorten  the 
curves  upon  their  convexities,  and  in  cases  of  rotation  of  the 
spine  to  bring  back  the  vertebras  to  their  proper  position ; 
variations  must  be  made  in  these  exercises  adapted  to  the 
various  forms  of  curvature,  to  suit  the  peculiarities  of 
each  case,  and  general  exercise  of  the  erector  spiuee  muscles 
of  l)oth  sides  should  be  carried  out  in  addition  to  the  other 
exercises  named. 

Mechanical  Support. — If  improvement  is  not  satisfac- 
tory under  the  various  kinds  of  muscular  exercise  recom- 
mended, recourse  should  be  had  to  8ome  mechanical  appli- 
ance, which,  while  it  sustiiins  the  position  of  the  patient  in 
as  normal  a  position  as  possible,  should  permit  free  use  of 
the  muscles  during  ordinary  occupations.  This  appliance 
should  always  be  adapted  by  the  surgeon  himself,  and  not 
be  left  to  any  one  who  is  not  thoroughly  posted  in  the 
use  of  the  mechanism  to  be  employed.  I  have  elsewhere 
referred  to  the  different  kinds  of  mechanisms  which  I  be- 
lieve to  be  the  most  advant^igeous  and  beneficial,  and  having 
tried  almost  all  of  these  ingenious  contrivances,  I  willingly 
turn  to  my  appliance  of  dernier  resort,  and  find  relief  in  all 
cases  when  properly  adjusted.  This  is  either  the  plaster 
vest  of  my  own  improved  method,  or  the  silicate  of  soda 
jacket;  the  former  I  prefer  in  most  cases,  and  unhesi- 
tatingly apply  it,  when  I  find  myself  surrounded  by  ob- 
stacles that  have  resisted  all  previous  effoits. 

Constitutional  Treatment. — Internal  treatment  should 
be  especially  directed  towards  the  patient's  general  health, 
with  the  view  of  removing  the  constitutional  dyscrasia  that 
exists,  and  upon  which  the  local  disease  often  depends. 
Thus,  if  the  pathological  condition  depends  upon  a  stru- 
mous, mercurial,  or  syphilitic  taint,  the  duty  of  the  surgeon 
is  to  rectify,  if  possible,  the  constitutional  cachexy,  by  those 
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remedies  that  are  specifically  adapted  to  the  one  or  the  other 
of  these  deranged  conditions.  If  the  disease  depends  upon 
scrofula » this  being  a  consequence  of  mal-nutrition,  those 
remedies  which,  acting  upon  the  processes  of  digestion  and 
assimilation,  improve  their  tone  and  vigor,  are  the  most  ap- 
propriate. 'If  syphilitic  complication  is  a  cause  of  impair- 
ment of  the  vital  forces,  those  measures  are  to  be  employed 
that  assist  in  completely  eradicating  the  poison  from  the 
system. 

If  the  patient  is  a  woman,  attention  must  be  ghren  to  the 
condition  of  the  uterine  functions,  an  I  any  irregularity  be 
promptly  corrected.  The  mammaiy  glands  are  also  to  be 
protected  from  pressure  by  the  vest  when  applied.  It  will 
be  impossible  in  the  present  paper  to  give  all  the  indications 
of  remedies  to  be  employed  throughout  the  treatment  of 
this  affection  and  the  various  complications  that  follow  in 
its  train.  The  knowledge  of  the  remedies  to  bo  employed 
will  be  gained  by  a  careful  and  systematic  study  of  the 
Materia  Mtdica.  The  following  I  have  found  the  most 
beneficial  in  such  cases  as  have  fallen  in  my  hands  :  Agar., 
august.,  asafoet.,  ars.,  aurum,  agnus  cast.,  bellad.,  china, 
calc.  c.  and  calc.  jod.,  carbol.  ac,  cimicif.,  cuprum,  gels., 
guaco.,  hepar.,  hypericum,  lachesis,  ignat.,  lycop.,  kalmia, 
naja,  mere.,  mezer.,  nat.  mur.,  nux  vom.,nitr.  ac,  physos., 
phos.,  puis.,  rhus  tox.,  silica,  staph.,  sulph.,  tellur.,  and 
verat.  v. 

AsafoUida.  For  caries  in  scrofulous  subjects  ;  after  the 
abuse  of  mercury;  ulcers  with  edges  highly  inflamed,  ac- 
companied by  great  sensitiveness ;  pus  very  thin,  profuse 
and  offensive. 

Anffustura  v.  When  sensations  of  jerking  and  twitching 
are  felt  along  the  spine  like  electric  shocks. 

Apis  md.  Bruised  feeling  in  the  lower  portion  of  the 
dorsal  or  lumbar  region ;  inability  to  sit  down  without  in- 
creasing the  pains  in  the  lumbar  and  sacral  regions ;  sen- 
sation    of   prostration ;    cannot  grasp   anything   with  ccr- 
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tainty  of  holding  it ;  paralysis  and  emaciation  of  the  upper 
and  lower  limbs. 

Arsenic.  Greatly  oppressed  breathing  and  anxiety ;  coq- 
striction  and  tightness  of  the  chest  as  if  bound  with  a  hoop ; 
weariness  in  all  the  limbs  ;  twitchings  ;  tremblings,  and  vio- 
lent startings. 

Belladonna.  Severe  cramps  in  the  small  of  the  back ;  lan- 
cinations  from  without  inwards  in  the  vertebrae,  resembling 
stabs  with  a  knife  ;  faintingfits  ;  furious  delirium  with  dilated 
pupils  ;  labored  breathing.  Patient  worse  in  the  afternoon 
and  night. 

Calc.  c.  Stinging  and  cutting  pains ;  can  scarcely  rise 
from  his  seat  after  sitting  awhile  ;  nausea,  with  bloating  of 
the  abdomen ;  weakness  and  emaciation ;  easily  tired  by 
bodily  exertions,  even  by  talking ;  leucophlegmatic  tempera- 
ment in  fair,  plump  children  ;  disinclination  for  work ;  peev- 
ish and  restless  mood,  with  anxiety  and  palpitation  of  the 
heart ;  swelling  of  the  cervical  glands  ;  swelling  and  incurva- 
tion of  cervical  and  dorsal  vertebrje ;  drawing  pain  between 
the  scapulse ;  sinuses  extending  to  the  spine. 

Calc.  phos.  Cmmp-like  pain  in  the  neck ;  pains  and 
aches  between  the  scapulae ;  backache  and  pains  in  the  lum- 
bar region ;  cuiTature  of  spine  in  the  lumbar  region  ;  abscess 
near  the  lumbar  region  ;  tabes  mesenterica ;  rachitis ;  open 
fontanelles ;  flabby,  emaciated,  shrunken  children ;  dispo- 
sition to  furuncles  and  ulcers  ;  peevish  and  fretful  children, 
worse  from  bodily  exertion  ;  worse  in  the  open  air. 

Cimicifuga.  Spinal  irritation  connected  with  uterine 
troubles  ;  great  pain  in  lumbar  region  ;  general  twitchings  of 
the  spine  ;  pains  of  the  muscles  of  one  side  of  the  back,  fol- 
lowing spinal  curvature ;  cramps  of  the  cervical  muscles  on 
moving  the  head  ;  sensitiveness  of  the  spine  in  the  cervical 
and  dorsal  regions ;  soreness  of  all  the  spinal  muscles ,  severo 
pains  in  the  back,  shooting  down  the  thighs  and  through  the 
hips  ;  violent  aching  in  the  small  of  the  back ;  twitching  of 
the  spinal  muscles  producing  curvature ;  alternate  tonic  and 
clonic  spasms. 
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Gelaem.  In  the  early  stages  of  the  spinal  trouble ;  weak- 
ness from  exhaustion :  confusion  of  the  head ;  paresis  of 
tongue  and  glottis ;  muscles  fee)  bruised  and  will  not  obey 
the  will ;  loss  of  voluntary  motion  ;  irritation  of  the  spine  ; 
spinal  exhaustion  and  pain  along  the  vertebrse ;  posterior 
spinal  sclerosis ;  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  the  spine. 

Ignatia.  Hypereesthesia  of  the  muscles  of  the  back ; 
spinal  irritation  with  reflex  symptoms  in  every  direction ; 
hysterical  manifestations :  lancinating  pains  in  the  back  and 
neck ;  spinal  disease  with  gressus  gallinaceous ;  pain  in  the 
back,  increased  from  slight  touch  ;  pain  along  the  back  in 
small,  circumscribed  spots  ;  great  sensitiveness  to  a  draught 
of  air ;  especially  suited  to  nervous  and  hysterical  females  of 
mild  but  easily  excited  nature ;  decreased  sexual  power. 

Mercurius.  Griping  pains  m  small  of  back;  bruised 
pains  in  whole  of  back  ;  partial  sclerosis  of  the  spinal  cord  ; 
rheumatic  stiffness  of  the  back  and  neck ;  stinging  pains  in 
the  small  of  the  back  with  sensation  of  weakness ;  violent 
pains  in  the  spine,  worse  from  motion  ;  tearing  pains  in  the 
cocyx ;  bruised  sensation  in  the  back  and  loins ;  blood  co- 
agulates easily  with  congestion  of  the  capillaries  ;  diseases  of 
the  vertebne  with  suppuration,  especially  if  too  profuse ; 
emaciation  with  night  sweats,  that  give  no  relief:  great 
weakness,  with  tremblings  from  the  least  exertion ;  pains 
worse  at  night  in  the  warm  bed. 

Phosphorus.  Pain  in  the  back  as  if  it  were  broken  ;  para- 
lytic weakness  of  the  small  of  the  back  ;  sick  and  paralytic 
feeling  along  the  spine ,  spinous  processes  of  the  vertebrte 
are  very  sensitive  to  touch,  also  the  muscles  on  either  side 
of  the  spinous  processes ;  pain  in  small  of  the  back  when 
rising  from  a  stooping  position  ;  burning  in  a  small  spot  in 
the  small  of  the  back,  better  from  rubbing ;  softening  of 
the  spine  ;  progressive  locomotor  ata.tia  ;  pain  in  the  coccyx, 
followed  by  pains  in  the  cervical  region  ;  over-sensitiveness 
to  'external  impressions ;  spasms  of  muscles  on  paralyzed 
side ;  fonnicaiion  and  tearing  in  the  muscles  of  the  back : 
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irritability  of  mind  and  body  ;  eiccitable,  and  easily  angered. 
It  has  been  asserted  by  Danillo  '^  that  large  doses  of  phos- 
phorus produce  central  myelitis  and  extravasations  along  the 
whole  length  of  the  spinal  cord  ;  whilst  smaller  doses  pro- 
duce diffused  myelitis,  involving  both  white  and  gray  matter. 
The  morbid,  nervous  phenomena  observed  in  phosphorus 
poisoning  may  be  referred  to  one  or  other  of  these  forms  of 
myelitis.  In  acute  phosphorus-poisoning,  heemorrhages 
occur  in  the  central  nervous  system," 

Rhus  tox.  Numbness  and  stiffness  of  the  muscles  of  the 
spine ;  inflammation  of  the  spinal  membranes ;  pains  in  the 
small  of  the  back,  better  when  lying  upon  something  hard ; 
curvature  of  the  dorsal  vertebrse ;  spinal  muscles  painfully 
stiff  and  lame,  with  tearing,  tingling,  and  numbness ;  right 
side  hemiplegia ;  soreness  and  stiffness,  worse  on  beginning 
to  move,  and  better  from  continued  motion ;  fatigues  easily 
and  requiring  rest  again ;  intolerable  itching  of  the  skin. 

Silica.  Lameness  of  the  back ;  sensation  of  weakness 
and  paralysis  with  pressure  and  tension,  especially  when 
touched  ;  violent,  spasmodic  pains  along  the  back ;  inflamed 
psoas  abscess ;  severe  pains  in  the  vei-tebrse,  increased  by 
pressure  ;  heaviness  in  the  lower  limbs ;  faulty  nutrition  in 
lymphatic-sanguine  temperament ;  spinal  paresis,  with  ten- 
derness of  the  surface ;  constant  aching  in  centre  of  spine , 
spinal  irritation ;  spinal  curvature  to  the  right ;  aching,  beat- 
ing, throbbing  in  lumbar  region ;  paralytic  symptoms  pro- 
ceeding from  the  back ;  sense  of  great  debility ;  wants  to  lie 
down  ;  child  slow  in  learning  to  walk  ;  progressive  locomotor- 
ataxia. 

Secak  cor.  Tenderness  of  the  lower  dorsal  and  upper 
lumbar  spinous  processes  ;  gentle  creeping  sensation  in  the 
back,  with  tingling,  extending  to  the  fingers  and  toes; 
pains  in  the  lumbar  region  ;  <^  kink  "  in  the  back ;  spine  dis- 
eases with  gressus  vaccinus ;  pressure  upon  the  affected  part 
causes  pain  in  the  part  as  well  as  through  the  chest ;  aggra- 
vation from  every  exertion  or  strain  upon  the  spine ;  hyper- 
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8B6thesia  of  the  spine,  with  tenderness  all  along  the  column  ; 
lateral  curvature  in  dorsal  region. 

Hypericum,  Spinal  irritation  with  tenderness  from  the 
cervical  vertebrae  to  the  sacrum ;  frequent  attacks  of  pain 
along  the  back  following  an  injury  to  the  spine ;  aching  pain 
and  sensation  of  lameness  in  small  of  the  back ;  after  a  fall, 
slightest  motion  of  arms  or  neck  extorts  cries  ;  consequences 
of  a  spinal  concussion. 

Physostigma,  Congestive  state  of  spinal  cord  with  par- 
alysis ;  stiffness  of  neck,  with  feeling  and  drawing  of  ten- 
sion ;  weak  back,  unable  to  stand  erect ;  pain  with  sense  of 
stiffness  running  down  the  spine ;  inclination  to  bend  the 
head  forward  (anterior  and  posterior  curvature),  difficulty 
of  sitting  erect ;  limbs  weary,  as  if  after  great  fatigue. 

Zincum.  Spinal  irritation  with  pains  only  while  sitting; 
violent,  long-lasting,  aching  pains  in  lumbar  vertebrse,  worse 
sitting ;  buniing  pains  along  the  whole  spine  ;  stiffness  and 
tension  of  the  neck ;  tearing  pains ;  twitchings  along  the 
muscles  of  the  spine,  tension  between  shoulder  blades ;  par- 
alysis of  the  spine,  with  capillary  congestion  ;  debility  of  the 
muscles  of  the  back. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


BY  J.  T.  KENT,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,   ST.  LOUIS. 

Last  year  there  were  a  large  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
in  St.  Louis ;  this  year  the  type  has  changed,  and  from  the 
way  things  look  we  shall  have  plenty  of  the  diphtheritic 
sore  throats  to  manage.  Fall  and  winter  of  '82-3,  produced 
cases  calling  for  but  very  few  remedies.  I  do  not  see  the 
indications  now  for  the  remedies  used  then. 

Last  year  the  cases  that  began  on  the  left  side  presented 
the  concomitants  of  lachesis,  and  that  remedy  cured  all  these 
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cases.  This  year  nearly  all  the  cases  coming  under  my  ob- 
servation present  the  concomitants  for  other  remedies,  even 
though  the  exudation  begins  on  the  left  side. 

Last  year  lycopodium  cured  all  the  cases  beginning  on  the 
right  side ;  this  year  the  most  of  the  cases  that  begin  on 
right  or  left  present  concomitants  calling  for  mercuries,  hence 
mere,  bin-iod.  has  been  selected  for  the  left  and  proto-iod. 
for  the  right,  with  the  best  results. 

Last  year,  when  the  disease  began  in  the  larynx  and  ex- 
tended to  the  pharynx,  and  the  symptoms  of  croup  were 
prominent,  h^omine  was  the  remedy  that  cured  the  case. 
The  remedy  was  used  high  under  all  circumstances.  I 
have  seen  no  cases  of  laryngeal  diphtheria  this  year.  One 
case  this  year,  a  little  unusual,  has  been  treated  by  mere, 
cyanuret,  30th. 

A  girl,  well  formed  and  healthy,  aged  14,  took  the  disease 
in  a  very  grave  form.  When  I  saw  her  she  had  been  in  bed 
twenty-four  hours.  A  terrible  fetor  pervaded  the  room  and 
she  was  stupid.  Her  breath  was  fetid ;  she  was  perspiring, 
and  the  sweat  was  fetid  and  sour.  Her  face  was  bloated 
and  dark  red,  almost  mottled ;  she  was  breathing  through 
the  mouth.  Examination  of  the  mouth  showed  the  diph- 
theritic formation  wherever  there  was  mucous  membrane. 
The  false  membrane  was  thick  and  yellow ;  in  places  it  was 
greenish,  and  appeared  as  if  it  was  underlaid  with  pus,  but  it 
was  not. 

Hanging  from  the  naso-pharyngeal  opening  was  a  yellow- 
ish-green ,  glutinous  mass,  tough  and  transparent  like.  There 
was  great  prostration  and  scanty  urine.  Merc,  cyanuret, 
30th,  was  begun  and  continued  through  the  disease  night  and 
day.  She  was  discharged  on  the  ninth  day.  Within 
twenty-four  hours  the  cryptogramic  formation  had  ceased  to 
form.  On  the  third  day  the  nose  was  yet  filled  but  the  mouth 
was  clear,  except  the  fauces  and  pharyngeal  opening.  The 
fourth  day  hemorrhage  began  fi'om  the  nose  and  was  trouble- 
some for  several  days,  but  the  remedy  was  not  discontinued. 
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• 
She  convalesced  without  any  disturbance  for  ten  or  twelve 

days  after  stopping  the  medicine,  when  she  began  to  feel  badly 

and  my  visit  revealed  new  membrane  forming  on  the  mucous 

surface.     The   same  remedy  was   begun  and  continued   a 

week,  since  which  time  she  has  been  perfectly  well. 

Five  other  members  of  the  family  had  the  disease  in  a 
mild  type.  One  of  them  got  hepar  because  she  complained 
of  sticks  in  the  throaty  and  was  continually  cold,  and  both 
toubils  were  threatened  with  suppuration.  Three  of  them 
had  bad  breath,  and  the  disease  began  in  the  left  side  of  the 
throiit,with  sweating,  attended  with  aching  (worse  during 
sweat).  These  got  mere,  bin-iodide.  The  one  other  of  the 
five  had  similar  general  symptoms,  and  she  (a  little  girl)  got 
the  mere,  proto-iodide.  1  have  treated  many  mild  cases  this 
season.  I  say  mild,  because  they  responded  rapidly  to  the 
remed}'  used.  In  no  case  has  more  than  one  remedy  been 
selected.  The  single  remedy  should  be  selected  in  the  be- 
ginning, and  if  it  is  the  appropriate  remedy,  it  will,  in  all 
cases,  finish  and  cure  the  case. 

Diphtheria  has  no  terrors  for  the  Homoeopathist.  There 
is  no  grave  disease  that  affords  so  much  consolation  in  its 
management.  I  unhesitatingly  condemn  all  local  measures. 
Firstly,  the  appearance  of  the  diphtheric  exudation  should 
be  allowed  to  remain  until  the  remedy  is  known  to  be  the 
right  one ;  secondly,  when  the  right  remedy  is  acting,  there 
is  no  further  need  of  local  measures,  for  the  mouth  is  im- 
mediately better.  If  perchance  the  first  selection  is  not  the 
proper  one,  the  membrane  should  be  allowed  to  go  on  in  its 
natural  course  of  development,  as  this  is  only  one  of  the  ex- 
pressions of  the  disease  and  must  remain  undisturbed  that 
the  totality  of  symptoms  necessary  to  give  a  proper  image 
remain  intact.  Such  is  my  plan  of  treatment,  and  it  is  by 
this  manner  only  that  the  physician  can  gain  confidence  in 
the  laWj  and  it  is  only  by  following  the  law  in  this  manner 
that  he  can  expect  to  be  uniformly  successful.  There  is  no 
excuse  for  attempting  to  select  a  remedy  for  first  stage  or 
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second  stiige  of  the  disease.  The  remedy  should  be  selected 
for  the  dis('ase  i*ori*espoiiding  to  the  totality  of  symptoms 
with  all  the  possible  blood  (^hauges  considered,  measured  by 
£heir  expressions.  If  the  disease  does  not  succumb  to  the 
agent  used  the  selection  has  not  been  appropriate. 

A  student  asked  me  what  I  would  do  in  a  family  where  a 
gargle  was  demanded  to  satisfy  the  desire  to  see  something 
done.  I  must  say  that  I  have  never  had  such  an  emergency, 
but  if  it  should  arise,  I  would  direct  a  gargle  of  sugar  and 
water  and  trust  my  remedy.  Sugar  will  keep  fish  from 
spoiling,  and  it  is  a  potent  antiseptic  and  soothing  to  denuded 
surfaces. 


4*H«»-«» 


ASSOCIATION    CENTRALE    DES    HOMCEOPATHES 
BELGES.— MEETING  OF  JULY  4th,  1882. 


Translated  from  the  Revue  Horn.  Beige ^  by  Roswell  D. 

Valentine,  M.  D.,  Springfield,  Mo. 


Mr,  Criquelion.-^The  alternation  of  medicines  is  justified 
in  a  great  number  of  cases,  where  concurrently  with  the 
principal  malady,  are  presented  different  conditions,  which 
do  not  belong  immediately  to  it,  but  are  the  expression  of 
another  latent  idiosyrcratic  or  diathesetic  condition,  and  whose 
appearance  has  been  provoked  by  the  development  of  the 
principal  disease.  It  is  always  useful  in  those  cases  to  re- 
lieve the  morbid  process  of  these  epi  phenomena. 

Mr.  Jules  Gaudy. — I  alternate  freely  certain  medicines  in 
acute  affections,  less  in  chronic  diseases  where  I  owe  my 
very  best  success  to  medicines  whose  effects  I  have  allowed 
to  develop  freely.  All  affections  which  present  a  chrouic 
form  and  progress,  appear  to  me  to  demand  single  remedies 
and  repeated  at  very  long  intervals.  In  everything  that  is 
of  a  diathesetic  nature,  I  believe  that  the  high  dilutions  are 
preferable.     I  believe  I  have  remarked  the  good  effects  of 
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the  alternation  of  aconite  and  bryonia  in  bronchial  affec- 
tions ;  of  belladonna  and  mercury  in  affections  with  mem- 
branous  exudations  ;  of  the  alternation  of  sulphur  and  cal- 
carea,  even  at  intervals,  more  or  less  distant,  not  in  order  to 
combat  very  well  marked  diseases,  but  certain  conditions  of 
the  economy  which  seem  to  suggest  scrofula,  and  the  anee- 
mia  of  which  appears  the  dominant  expression. 

In  purely  nervous  affections,  I  have  never  remarked  good 
effects  from  the  employment  of  medicines  alternated,  and  I 
am  disposed  to  believe,  that,  as  is  well  said  by  Dr.  Criquel- 
ion,  our  indolence  is  prominent  in  the  alternation  of  remedies. 

In  neuralgias,  I  think  it  is  never  necessary  to  employ  more 
than  one  remedy  at  a  time,  and  never  have  recourse  to  alter- 
nation. At  the  most  may  be  given  successively,  several 
medicines,  whose  analogous  action  seems  complementary, 
but  repetition  ought  not  to  be  made  under  pain  of  not  being 
able  to  know  where  to  place  ourselves  in  medication.  In 
cases  where  I  have  recourse  to  this  method,  I  am  always 
careful  to  reserve  for  the  last  one,  the  medicine  which  em- 
bodies the  most  positive  indications  and  let  it  freely  develop 
its  effects  in  letting  it  follow  a  series  of  well-chosen  pre- 
scriptions. I  should  add  on  this  occasion  t!iat  neuralgias  are 
hardly  ever  cured  by  low  dilutions,  and  that  I  owe  to  the 
use  of  the  highest  dyuamisations,  a  something  of  a  reputa- 
tion in  the  treatment  of  neuralgias.  Often  it  has  occurred 
to  me  to  cure  neuralgias  by  the  same  medicines  that  my 
English  confreres  had  employed  in  low  dilutions,  3rd  or  (Jth. 

Arsenic,  for  example,  outside  of  an  attack  of  neuralgia, 
due  to  marsh  miasm,  rarely  cures  neuralgias  in  Allopathic 
hands  ;  it  cures  almost  all  neuralgias  with  nocturnal  exacer- 
bations when  they  are  accompanied  with  desire  of  motion 
and  with  this  characteristic,  that  the  patients  say  they  have 
a  desire  to  beat  their  heads  against  the  wall  . 

The  6th,  the  12th,  and  even  the  30th  dilution  cure 
rarely.  It  is  almost  always  necessary  to  use  the  200th  or  to 
the  1000th ;  almost  always  a  single  dose  is  enough.     One  of 
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the  causes  which  often  necessitates  the  alternation  of  medi- 
cines is  the  existence  of  a  psoric  or  syphilitic  diathesis, 
principally ;  often  on  account  of  certain  affections,  e^en 
acute  or  sub-acute,  we  are  obliged  to  alternate  medicines  of 
more  profound  action  with  medicines  whose  action  is  more 
superficial,  but  whose  indications  appear  to  us  well  estab- 
lished in  order  to  obtuin  the  effects  which  the  Homoeopathic 
law  authorizes  us  to  expect.  Thus  it  is  with  aconite  and 
sulphur  with  belladonna  and  mercury  in  sore  throats,  par- 
ticularly when  they  are  complicated  with  tonsilitis  in  sub- 
jects predisposed  to  this  last  affection.  Seven  times  out  of 
ten,  it  is  possible  to  trace  back  to  syphilitic  antecedents, 
when  propriety  allows  us  to  interrogate  patients  as  to  past 
life,  or  that  of  their  ancestors. 

Nearly  all  uterine  affections  which  are  accompanied  with 
frequent  or  easy  abortions,  have  an  iucontestably  syphilitic 
origin,  and  call  for  the  concurrent  use  of  mercury  with  the 
medicine  whose  pathogenetic  effects  seem  most  appropriate 
to  these  cases.  The  success  of  iodide  of  potassium  em- 
ployed empirically  by  the  allopaths,  have  no  other  reason. 

Has  not  the  Master,  moreover,  recognized  implicitly  the 
fact  when  in  his  organon,  he  advises  in  case  where  a  medi- 
cine well  indicated  does  not  meet  the  expectation  of  the 
physician,  to  have  recourse  intercurrently  to  sulphur  or  mer- 
cury, claiming  that  after  that  his  medicines  will  find  again 
their  specificity  of  action,  and  what  other  evidence  do  you 
wish  than  the  counsel  of  some  medical  authorities  for  com- 
mencing all  treatments  by  sulphur  or  mercury?  I  stop  here, 
gentlemen,  because  I  fear  to  abuse  your  complaisance  in  lis- 
tening to  me,  and  to  ramble  beyond  the  limits  of  a  question 
so  precise  as  the  one  you  submit  to  us.  I  hope  to  have 
occasion  to  add  to  these  ideas,  arguments  more  detailed  and 
better  studied. 

Mr.  Bernard. — After  what  has  been  said  by  my  honorable 
brethren,  I  am  sure  that  all  are  agreed  in  principle  to  admit 
that  alternation   does  not  destroy  the  individual  action  of 
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each  medicine,  notwithstanding  the  principle  of  the  duration 
of  action  attributed  more  or  less  arbitrarily  to  remedies  by 
some.  This  is  what  I  wish  to  retain  provisionally.  In  re- 
gard to  the  ideas  of  Mr.  Gaudy  relating  to  neurosis,  I  am 
not  altogether  of  his  opinion. 

I  remember  especially  that  Mr.  Jausset  extols  the  use  of 
belladonna  and  chammomilla  alternated  in  neuralgic  or  pain- 
ful affections,  and  I  have  often  had  cause  to  congratulate 
myself  for  the  employment  of  these  medicines.  I  confine 
myself  for  the  moment,  to  these  short  observations,  reserv- 
ing myself  to  return  to  the  subject. 

The  discussion  upon  the  alternation  of  medicines  not  being 
exhausted,  several  propose  that  it  be  again  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  next  meeting.     Adopted. 


THE  CLIMATE  OF  WESTERN  TEXAwS. 


C.  E.  Fisher,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas: 

**  Deab  Doctor  :  I  have  noticed  your  article  in  the  /w- 
vestigatory  on  the  **  Climatic  Advantages  of  Texas  for  Throat 
and  Pulmonary  Diseases."  I  am  not  exactly  an  invalid,  but 
I  have  suffered  for  years  with  a  chronic  catarrh  of  the  nose, 
the  posterior  nares  and  throat  with  constant  hawking  and 
spitting.  When  out  in  the  cold  weather,  with  chilly  and 
damp  winds,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  running  at  the  nose, 
then  dropping  into  the  throat,  and  when  not  much  troubled 
there  are  crusts  and  scuifs  in  the  nose,  and  nearly  always  a 
little  phlegm  in  the  throat.  But  the  worst  is,  a  feeling  of 
fatigue  that  constantly  hangs  over  me  ;  get  tired  very  easily 
and  quickly.  Occasionally  a  severe  cold  settles  in  the  bron- 
chial tubes,  but  is  soon  dislodged  by  appropriate  remedies. 
There  is  no  loss  of  smell  nor  fetid  odor  from  the  nose.  I 
attribute  the  origin  of  the  trouble  to  a  suppressed  itch  fif- 
teen years  ago  by  the  use  of  red  precipitate  ointment.     This 
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was  followed  a  year  afterward  by  what  the  physicians  called 
typhus  fever.  After  that,  several  years  of  ague  at  odd  in- 
tervals, and  a  good  deal  of  nervous  prostration  by  bard 
study.  My  ailments  are  all  painless.  No  headache,  only  a 
good  deal  of  heat  on  the  vei*tex,  and  sleepiness  when  sitting 
and  reading,  especially  after  dinner.  I  used  to  have  a  good 
tenor  voice,  but  it  is  about  gone  up.  Don't  seem  to  have  as 
much  respiratory  capacity  as  formerly.  Appetite  always 
strong.  Bowels  irregular,  constipated.  I  have  had  high 
and  low  dilutionists  prescribe  for  me,  without  any  decided 
and  permanent  effect.  Do  you  know  of  any  good  for  me  in 
Texas?" 


The  foregoing  letter  is  accurately  descriptive  of  thousands 
of  cases  existing  throughout  North,  East  and  West.  Not  a 
physician  by  whom  this  letter  may  be  read,  nor  hardly  a 
layman  to  whose  notice  it  may  come,  but  that  will  recognize 
in  it  a  concise  history  of  the  case  of  some  neighbor,  patient 
or  friend  rapidly  going  the  way  of  all  the  earth.  In  the  same 
mail  in  which  this  letter  came,  three  others  of  same  import 
were  received,  all  prompted  by  the  letter  on  the  subject  of 
climate  in  consumption,  which  recently  appeared  from  my 
pen  in  the  Investigator.  The  prevalence  of  catarrhal,  bron- 
chitic  and  consumptive  disease  is  something  extraordinary 
and  fearful  to  contemplate. 

What  can  be  done  to  save  the  thousands  who  are  being 
rapidly  hurled  into  untimely  graves? 

Medical  science  now  claims  to  cure  a  small  percentum  of 
advanced  consumption  and  a  larger  share  of  incipient  tuber- 
cular lung  disease.  The  careful  following  of  hygenic  and 
sanitary  laws  and  healthful  home  measures  does  a  great  good 
in  this  class  of  disease,  as  in  all  others.  But  climate ^  above 
all  things,  accomplishes  satisfactory  results  and  sometimes 
works  miracles  almost.  The  question  is,  which  is  the  climate 
for  each  individual  case  or  class  of  cases?  An  experience  of 
more  than  eight  years  in  that  portion  of  Texas  known  as  the 
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^'health  belt"  justifies  me  in  saying  to  the  author  of  the 
above  letter,  and  to  all  others  similarly  afflicted,  this  is  the 
place  for  you.  Your  letter  describes  exactly  the  oases  of 
others  who  have  come  here,  who  have  been  completely  re- 
stored and  are  living  monuments  to  the  health-^giving  and 
life-prolonging  influences  of  the  best  climate  under  the  sun 
in  throat,  nasal  and  lung  diseases. 

Seek  a  location  Vest  of  Austin  and  south  of  out  degree 
of  latitude^  and  our  word  for  it,  you  will  not  regret  your 
choice. — TexoM  PeUet. 


m*  <»  ■» 


TREATMENT  OF  MALARIAL  FEVER. 


BY   W.  W.  ROUTH,  M.  D.,  FORT  WORTH. 


In  the  September  issue  of  the  Pellet^  I  notice  a  call  for 
advice  from  W.  G.  Hall,  M.  D.,  of  Waco,  in  the  treatment 
of  malarial  fevers,  and  as  we  are  in  the  malarial  belt  I  think 
I  can  possibly  give  a  few  points  that  will  assist  the  doctor. 
The  doctor  speaks  particularly  of  the  typho-mal&rial  type. 
Let  us  see  what  is  meant  by  that  term.  It  is  a  continuous 
fever  wherein  there  is  a  periodic  rise  and  fall  of  tempera- 
ture, with  typhoid  complications  of  greater  or  less  promi- 
nenoe.  These  forces  may  be  controlled  in  from  ten  to  four- 
teen days,  or  may  fmm  some  cause  run  into  the  pure  typhoid 
and  continue  from  forty  to  sixty  days. 

During  my  residence  in  Fort  Worth  (since  April,  1880), 
I  have  treated  some  two  hundred  or  more  cases  of  this 
fever,  and  of  that  number  have  lost  but  two  cases,  both  of 
which  were  managed .  contrary  to  my  advice  and  wiisbes.  I 
have  found  the  following  treatment  the  most  satisfactoiy  in 
the  majority  of  cases. 

For  the  first  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours  Kux.  v.,  alt. 
with  Gels.,  these  remedies  to  be  continued  longer  if  the  in- 
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tense  and  frontal  and  occipital  headache  and  pain  in  lambar 
region  do  not  yield  to  the  treatment.  I  then  iBud  indications 
for  Verat  v.,  alt.  with  Gel^.,  these  remedies  to  be  continued 
for  four,  six  or  eight  days,  or  until  the  morning  tempera- 
ture drops  to  99  deg.,  with  evening  rise  to  100*5  deg.»  the 
pulse  ranging  from  80  to  98.  I  then  give  Chin.,  Ars.  2x,  a 
small  powder  every  three  hours.  Sometimes  following 
this  treatment  for  a  few  days  there  will  be  a  slight  rise  of 
temperature  in  the  evenings  with  morning  temperature  nor- 
mal. I  then  gave  Quin.  Sulph.,  one  or  two  grains  every 
two  or  four  hours  during  the  apyrexia.  If  the  patient  de- 
sires a  tonic  I  give  them  Eucalypt  Glob.,  four  drops  four 
times  daily.  Of  course  there  are  cases  that  may  need  Bry. 
alb.,  Rhus,  tox.,  am.,  carbo.  veg.,  or  ars.  alb.  If  so,  the 
indications  are  plain.  I  never  have  Rhus  fail  me  where  I 
find  the  triangular  tongue  tip ;  otherwise,  I  seldom  use  it. 
In  the  management  of  these  fevers  sanitary  and  hygienic 
rules  should  be  enforced  as  rigidly  as  in  pure  typhoid. 

In  remittent  fever  1  find  Nux.  v..  Gels.,  and  Eucalypt. 
Glob,  do  more  good  than  any  other  remedies. 

In  intermittent  fever  I  find  greater  benefit  from  Bry.  2x 
than  any  other  one  remedy,  but  may  need  Chin.,  Ars.  or 
Quin.  Sulph.  If  indications  are  not  clear  I  give  Ipec.  and 
Pod.  in  alternation  oveiy  half  hour  during  apyrexia  and 
Gels,  during  paroxysm.  This  prescription,  if  it  does  no 
further,  will  generally  bring  to  light  some  key-note  symptom 
by  which  I  am  enabled  to  find  the  true  similar. 


ENLARGED  PROSTATE. 


When  complete  retention  of  urine  from  enlarged  prostate 
occurs,  it  frequently  happens  that  the  introduction  of  an 
instrument  is  followed  by  temporary  return  of  power  to 
micturate ;  and  in  other  cases  of  partial  retention  it  is  well 
known  that  the  occasional  passage  of  an  instrument  will  for 
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a  while  restore  the  ability  to  empty  the  bladder  almost  com- 
pletely without  help.  The  cause  of  the  difficulty  being  a 
mechanical  one,  I  suppose  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
introduction  of  an  instrument  does  good  in  this  way  by 
pressing  aside  that  portion  of  the  enlarged  prostate  which  is 
most  immediately  concerned  in  producing  the  obstruction. 
Now  much  more  good  in  this  direction,  and  good,  too,  which 
will  last  much  longer,  is  often  gained  by  retaining  a  catheter 
for  some  time  after  it  has  been  introduced — say  for  one  or 
two  hours,  or  so,  as  the  patient  may  be  able  to  bear  it  with- 
out distress.  This  plan  is  well  worth  trying  in  most  cases  of 
the  kind.  When  an  instrument  has  been  passed,  whatever 
difficulty  there  may  have  been  in  its  introduction  has  been 
overcome,  and  the  patient  is  subjected  to  little  or  no  addi- 
tional trouble  by  its  retention  for  a  short  period.  I  may 
add  that  for  this  purpose  a  silver  catheter  appears  to  me  to 
be  of  more  service  than  a  flexible  one.  It  will  be  observed 
that  this  plan  of  repeatedly  retaining  an  instrument  for  an 
hour  or  so  after  it  has  been  passed  is  quite  distinct  in  prin- 
ciple and  purpose  from  the  practice  which  has  been  advised, 
and  is  sometimes  adopted,  in  cases  of  complete  retention, 
or  of  very  frequent  micturition,  or  where  there  is  unusual 
difficulty  in  the  introduction  of  an  instrument,  of  retaining 
it  for  many  hours,  or  even  days  together.  The  object  here 
is  either  to  escape  a  difficulty  which  may  become  insupera- 
ble, or  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  passing  an  instrument  so 
frequently  as  to  make  this  a  source  of  grave  irritation  and 
further  mischief.  Here,  unfortunately,  the  proposed  remedy 
is  often  worse  than  the  evil.  The  plan  now  advocated  has 
been  suggested  with  the  view  of  takino:  advantasje  of  the 
passage  of  a  catheter,  when  it  is  required  to  relieve  the 
bladder,  to  retain  it  for  its  effect  upon  the  prostatic  paiiion 
of  the  urethra  ;  for  the  good  it  does  in  this  way  of  restoring 
or  improving  the  power  of  micturition,  or  possibly  by  press- 
ure promoting  in  some  degree  absorption.  In  speaking  on 
this  subject,  I  would  add  that  in  my  experience,. as  in  that  of 
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others,  in  cases  even  where  the  prostate  is  considerably  en- 
larged, it  is  often  easier  to  introduce  a  catheter  with  an  or- 
dinary curve  than  the  instrument  which  is  especially  made 
for  cases  of  this  description.  Surgeons  know  very  well  that 
sometimes  when  a  prostatic  cathett^r  cannot  be  easily  passed, 
an  instrument  with  a  much  smaller  curve  will  easily  slip  in. 
I  fancy  that  the  advantage  on  the  side  of  the  smaller  inatm- 
ment  is  more  common  than  it  is  generally  supposed  to  be. 
With  me,  at  least,  it  is  the  rule ;  and  so,  to  relieve  the  blad- 
der in  cases  of  enlarged  prostate,  I  should  take  first  an  in- 
strument of  full  size  with  an  ordinary  curve,  or  a  curve  not 
exceeding  the  quadrant  of  a  circle  of  two  inches  or  so  in 
diameter.—  Can.  Med.  Record. 


KOLA  NUT. 


BY  J.  M.  BARBIGKlfAN,  M.  D. 


A  ' 'freighter,"  who  had  long  been  in  the  services  of 
Queen  Victoria,  in  Zululand,  South  Africa,  gave  me  to 
drink  of  an  infusion  of  a  nut  called  Kola.  He  said  it  was 
used  there  as  we  used  coffee  ;  he  said  it  was  used  for  debil- 
ity and  to  <<  sober  a  drunken  man"  and  prevented  thirst, 
etc.  My  informant's  intelligence  would  enable  him  to  give 
but  little  more  data.  He  seemed  to  think  he  could  not 
work  without  the  kola  nut.  Had  bought  his  present  supply 
in  England.  Although  he  had  a  plenty  I  could  only  get  a 
small  number  at  any  price  I  could  offer.  He  had  seen 
negroes  in  Jamaica  cured  of  drunkenness  by  its  use. 

Although  not  an  habitual  coffee  drinker,  its  effects  opon 
me  were  about  the  same,  only  more  exhilsurating  and  power- 
ful. I  gave  it  to  a  Mr.  Papafio  (whom  you  may  address 
here )  whom  I  found  very  drunk,  unable  to  talk  or  walk, 
after  the  manner  of  men ;  in  30  minutes  he  was  i^parently 
sober.  It  cured  and  prevented  cracking  of  the  hands  and 
feet  so  prevalent  here. 
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I  gave  a  strong  infusion  to  a  railroad  track  layer  who  was 
suifering  from  '*  blue  devils  "  (hypocbon.)  extremely,  and 
within  two  hours  he  felt  like  going  to  his  hard  duties  and 
laughed  and  talked.  No  tonic  or  whisky  would  do  this  in 
such  a  case. 

It  is  a  panacea  for  despondency.  Now,  Professor,  here 
is  most  certainly  a  material  substitute  for  one  of  our  most 
esteemed  beverages.  No  one  would  take  a  drink  of  whisky 
after  having  chewed  a  kola  nut.  Since,  I  have  taken  both 
kola  and  whisky,  and  know  whereof  I  speak  ;  nor  would  one 
commit  suicide  after  having  eaten  of  it.  Space  will  not  per- 
mit of  my  saying  why.  I  could  discover  no  deleterious 
effects.  Who  knows  but  that  it  will  interpose  a  barrier  be- 
tweeu  mankind  and  the  great  foe,  Bacchus. 

It  seems  a  tax  upon  your  credulity  to  believe  that  this  nut 
can  possess  all  these  rare  virtues  attributed  to  it.  It  should 
certainly  be  put  to  the  most  satisfactoiy  test.  Ah,  doctor, 
if  we  have  in  this  remarkable  product  something  at  once 
which  combines  the  wonderful  properties  of  coffe  (cuffein) 
cocoa  and  coco,  makes  the  sad  heart  gay  and  cheers  without 
inebriety,  enables  one  to  smile  at  hunger  and  fatigue,  and 
above  all  beards  alcohol,  and  checks  a  craving  Avhioh  seems 
indomitable,  then  a  panacea  for  a  large  number  of  human 
miseries,  and  a  fore  taste  of  a  golden  age  (millenium?)  are 
combined  within  a  nutshell. 


**H«»-»»i 


INDIANAPOLIS  PHYSIO-MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Dr.  Hasty  dished  up  the  following  *'hash"  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  society  at  the  Indianai)olis  Physio-Medical 
Society,  lately  held  in  Indianapolis. 

Hot  Water  Treatment. — Much  talking  has  been  done 
among  the  folks  about  hot  water ;  and  many  are  using  it 
like  they  use  many  other  things  regardless  of  fitness  to  con- 
ditions— without  aim  other  than  to  get  well — and  totally  ig- 
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norant  of  probable  results  as  well  as  methods  of  using. 
Good  may  sometimes  come  of  such  **  haphazard  '*  medica- 
tion, but  more  often  failure,  and  many  times  injury — ^injury 
not  because  of  intrinsic  badness  in  the  treatment  itself  or 
the  remedies  used,  but  because  of  an  objectless  use  of  the 
remedy — an  unscientific  application.  Hot  water  is  not  an 
exception  to  this.  If  you  desire  to  test  a  thing  in  order  to 
determine  its  merits  as  a  remedy  you  should  study  the  mat- 
ter and  pay  some  attention  to  the  opinions  of  those  who 
have  had  experience  with  it.  The  experience  of  Dr.  Salis- 
bury, extending  through  a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  cer- 
tainly is  of  some  consequence  in  reference  to  the  hot  water 
treatment.  In  an  article  found  in  Gaillard's  Journal  from  Dr. 
Ephraim  Cutter,  we  find  some  points  of  interest  relative  to 
this  matter.  From  the  founders  of  the  practice  we  glean 
these  points : 

1.  Quality  of  Water. — It  must  be  hot — not  cold  or 
lukewarm.  Should  be  of  a  temperature  from  110  to  115 
degrees.  Cold  depresses,  warm  excites  upward  peristalsis, 
or  vomiting ;  but  hot  water  excites  downward  peristalsis  of 
alimentary  canal. 

2.  Quantity. — A  sufficient  quantity  to  maintain  the  urine 
at  the  specific  gravity  standard  of  1015  to  1020,  the  test 
being  made  on  rising  in  the  morning.  This  will  require  a 
variable  amount  in  different  cases,  from  eight  ounces  (half 
pint)  to  twenty-four  ounces  (pint  and  a  half).  Another 
guide  is  the  odor,  which  should  be  devoid  of  the  "rank  urin- 
ous smell." 

3.  Time  of  Taking. — One  or  two  hours  before  each 
meal,  and  a  half  hour  before  retiring  to  bed,  If  taken  a 
sufficient  length  of  time  before  eating,  or  before  going  to 
sleep,  to  allow  the  water  to  pass  out  of  the  stomach  it  will 
not  lead  to  vomiting,  and  will  also  leave  the  stomach  clean 
and  ready  for  food,  or  in  a  condition  for  patient  to  sleep. 
If  thirst  occur  between  meals,  eight  ounces  may  be  taken  at 
any  time  between  two  hours  after  meals  and  one  hour  before 
the  next. 
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4.  Mode  of  Taking, — Hot  water  should  be  sipped — from 
fifteen  to  twenty  minutes  may  be  consumed  in  taking  the 
dose — should  not  be  drank  so  fast  as  to  distend  the  stomach 
or  feel  uncomfortable. 

5.  Length  of  Time  of  Treatment, — Six  months  is  gener- 
ally required  to  wash  out  the  liver  and  intestines  thoroughly 
or  it  may  be  continued  during  life  as  a  means  of  -'inside 
cleanliness,"  to  wash  out  fermenUitions,  foulness  and  inde- 
gestiblefood. 

6.  Additions. — To  render  water  more  palatable,  or  more 
positively  medicinal,  for  specific  purposes,  various  medica- 
ments may  be  added.  Clover  blossoms,  ginger,  sage,  lemon- 
juice,  salt,  magnesia,  or  any  other  article  to  meet  indica- 
tions ;  as  for  constipation,  diarrhoea,  thirst  or  coldness. 
And  not  more  than  eight  ounces  of  liquid  should  be  taken  at 
meal  time,  as  more  than  this  would  dilute  the  gastric  juice, 
and  thus  interfere  with  digestion. 

7.  Effects. — Improved  feelings  of  patient,  black  feces 
from  bile  washed  down  its  normal  channel,  that  continues 
for  more  than  six  months,  with  the  intolerable  fetid  odor 
abated ;  urine  clear  as  champagne,  free  from  deposits  on 
cooling,  and  specific  gravity  of  1015  to  1020  ;  sweat  starts 
freely  after  drinking,  skin  becomes  healthy  in  feel  and 
looks,  digestion  improved,  thirst  and  dry  mucous  membranes 
disappear,  and  inebriety  has  a  strong  foe  in  the  use  of  hot 
water. 

Dr.  Cutter  summarises  the  therapeutics  of  hot  water 
thusly  :  Foundation  of  all  treatment  oi  chronic  disease — 
inside  bath  ;  excites  downward  peristalsis,  relieves  spasms 
or  cholic  of  bowels,  dilutes  ropy  secretions,  dissolves  the 
abnormal  crystilline  substances  in  blood  and  urine,  washes 
down  bile,  slime,  yeast  and  waste,  and  leaves  a  clean 
stomach  ;  promotes  elimination  everywhere,  a  factor  in 
eliminating  gas,  will  not  "burn  the  coats  of  the  stomach," 
or  otherwise  injure  it. 
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The  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  thkir  Medical  and  Surgical  Treatment. 
By  J.  H.  Baffam,  M.  D.,  O.  et  A.  Chirg.  Published  by  Gross  &  Del- 
bridge,  of  Chicago,  111. 
Lectures  on  Fevers.    By  John  R.  Kippax,  M.  D.,  L.L.  B.,  Prof,  of 
Principles  and  Practice  of   Medicine,  etc.,  etc.,   in  Chicago  Horn. 
College,  and  published  by  the  same  firm  above  mentioned. 
These  two  medical  works,  which  we  have  hastily  glanced  over,  possess 
more  than  ordinary  Interest  to  the  medical  practitioner.    The  subjecis  em- 
braced are  Interesting  not  only  to  the  specialist  alone,  but  to  the  whole 
range  of  medical  practitioners. 

Buffum  on  the  £ye,  is  destined  to  become  a  text-book  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary repute  to  the  average  doctor,  and  to  the  specialist  who  is  on  the  qui 
vive  for  all  that  Is  new  and  valuable  In  his  art.  In  his  views  of  opthalmic 
science,  the  author  is  notably  concise,  clear,  brief,  but  full  of  practi- 
cal value.  The  causes,  symptoms  and  diagnosis  of  the  various  diseases  in- 
cident to  the  eye  are  carefully  considered,  and  the  treatment  clearly  given. 
None  but  those  remedies  that  have  stood  the  test  of  hospital  and  prirate 
practice  are  recommended,  and  these  are  discussed  with  a  clear  judg- 
ment. The  anatomy  of  the  eye,  and  its  all  Important  structures,  is  given 
with  carefulness,  so  that  the  non-spcciallst  Is  able  to  more  fully  compre- 
hend what  follows.  Numerous  Illustrations  have  been  given  to  elucidate 
the  conditions  and  operations  described,  but  we  regret  that  they  are  not 
of  a  higher  order  of  workmanship.  This,  of  itself,  detracts  from  the 
appearance  of  the  book,  but  not  its  merit.  A  sheet  of  test  types,  after  the 
models  of  Snellen,  accompanies  each  volume,  which,  of  itself  shows  the 
practical  bearing  of  the  author.  The  work  Is  written  in  the  uthor^s  usutil 
clear  and  practical  style,  and  is  a  valuable  and  Instructive  contribution  to 
the  subject  of  opthalmology.  There  are  160  Illustrations,  showing  the 
various  diseases  and  operations  of  the  eye,  some  of  which  are  colored 
lithos  of  excellent  quality  and  design.  The  work  comprises  428  pages, 
and  is  printed  and  bound  in  the  best  style  of  the  publisher's  art.  Gross  & 
Delbrldge  have  already  made  a  No.  1  reputation  in  the  style  and  quality  in 
which  they  have  issued  their  works  to  the  profession. 

Kip  PAX  ON  Fevers,  issued  also  by  Messrs.  Gross  &  Delbridge,  Chicago, 
111.,  In  their  usual  style  and  workmanship.  Is  another  aspirant  for  pro- 
fessional favor. 

The  work  consists  of  4G0  pages.  Is  well  illustrated  by  plates  and  dia- 
grams, which  add  greatly  to  its  value.  It  opens  with  an  introductory  lec- 
ture on  fevers,  and  embraces  the  subject  of  bacteria,  and  their  relation  to 
a  great  number  of  human  diseases.  His  classification  of  fevers  Is  emi- 
nently practical — their  etiology  clinical  history,  diagnosis  and  treat 
ment  is  cl^ar  and  instructive.    The  charts  add  a  yalnable  and  interesting 
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fcatare  to  the  treatment,  and  the  clinical  thermometry  is  an  Important 
aaxiliary  to  the  more  thorough  knowledge  of  fevers  and  their  treatment. 
The  remedies  and  their  leading  indications,  the  palliative  and  dietetic 
treatment  rocommendcd  leave  little  to  be  desired  by  the  practitioner  when 
he  is  called  upon  to  treat  this  variety  of  disease.  We  bespeak  for  the  work  a 
large  sale,  and  to  the  busy  medical  man  who  appreciates  valuable  help  in  the 
time  of  need  we  commend  it  as  a  work''of  great  value.  No  conscientious 
practitioner  can  afford  to  be  without  it.  The  recommendation  ef  medi- 
cines, hypodermically,  is  an  interesting  feature,  and  full  of  value  to  the 
practitioner.     We  recommend  its  study. 

Electricity  in  Mkdicinb  and  Surgery,  by  Geo.  C.  Pitzer,'M.  D.,  of 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

This  is  an  eight  page  circular,  and  is  especially  devoted  to  the  teach- 
ing of  electricity  in  diseases  of  the  nervous  system.  Its  author  has  spent 
much  time  In  the  study  of  this  important  aid  to  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  surgery,  and  is  qualified  to  teach  it.  All  those  who  wish  to  be  posted  on 
this  subject,  where  a  practical  knowledge  can  be  gained  from  a  few  illus- 
trated lectures,  will  address  the  author,  1110  Chambers  street,  this  city. 

SUSCKPTIBIUTY  TO  MaLARIA,  OR  PBRSONAL  PREDISPOSITION  TO  MALARIAL 

Fevkrs,  by  J.  p.  Drake,  A.  M.,  M.  1").,  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 

This  little  brochure,  by  one  of  our  prominent  and  laborious  workers  in 
the  profession,  is  full  of  useful  and  practical  hints  to  the  busy  practitioner. 
The  argument  turns  upon  "  the  kind  or  condition  of  persons  most  subject 
to  malarial  influence."  Dr.  Dake  cuts  loose  from  the  old  fogy  dogmas  of 
the  **  ol  Pollie,"  and  enters  Into  a  practical  consideration  of  this  vexed  ques- 
tion. The  responses  to  the  circulars  addressed  to  over  a  hundred  practi- 
tioners, widely  scattered  through  the  United  States,  and  occupying  what 
are  known  as  malarious  districts,  give  a  fund  of  practical  observation  and 
experience,  better  to  my  mind  than  all  the  scientific  and  closeted  treatises 
ever  written,  This  little  monograph,  upon  a  subject  so  common  and  so 
little  understood  by  the  average  practitioner  should  be  read  by  every 
medical  man,  and  the  good  seed  sown  therein  will  germinate  in  fertile  soil 
and  produce  its  good  effects  in  the  treatment  of  this  oftentimes  lutnict^ible 
disorder. 

Directory  of  HoafosopAPnic  Physicians  in  Pennsylvania,  Nkw 
Jersey  Maryland  and  District  of  Columbia,"  complied  by  Dr.  L.  J. 
Kneer,of  Philadelphia,  Pa., Is  placed  upon  our  table,and  we  thank  the  author 
for  his  kind  remembrance.  Not  only  the  names  of  the  physicians  practising 
in  the  several  States  are  given,  but  also  the  names  of  the  different  medical 
societies  and  dispensaries  therein  are  mentioned,  which,  as  a  matter  of 
reference  is  valuable. 

E.  Duncan  Sniffen  Advertiser's  Reference  Book"  is  of  especial 
value  to  those  who  are  looking  around  to  advertise  their  wares  In  the 
cheapest  and  best  manner.  We  commend  Its  perusal  to  the  followers  of 
"the  code,"  that  they  may  learn  a  lesson  of  practical  value  to  themselves 
and  kindred. 
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DYONI8IU8 — ^Ottofy. — Dr.  Henry  J.  Dlonysius,  of  Price  post-oflace, 
and  Miss  Louise  F.  Ottofy,  daughter  of  Dr.  L.  Ottofy,  of  Rock  Hill,  both 
of  St.  Louis  county,  were  recently  united  in  marriage  at  the  Catholic 
church  of  Kirkwood,in  the  presence  of  the  immediate  relatives  of  the  con- 
tracting parties. 

Galvano-Puncturb  op  thk  Prostrate. — The  Cincinnati  Lancet  and 
CliniCf  quoting  from  the  Berlin  Klin.  Woch.f  gives  five  cases  as  reported  by 
Dr.  Bredert  (Hageman),  principally  of  senile  hypertrophies  of  the  pros- 
trate, in  which  either  one  or  both  lobes  of  the  gland  were  enlarged;  and  in 
all  of  these  the  catheterization  was  impossible,  or  could  only  be  performed 
with  great  difficulty,  by  bending  the  instrument.  In  analogy  with  the 
employment  of  electrolysis  upon  other  tumors,  the  doctor  tried  it  in  these 
cases  with  very  good  results  in  diminishing  the  size  of  the  gland.  He  nsed 
for  this  purpose  a  needle  electrode,  insulated  except  at  its  point,  which  he 
pushed  into  the  enlarged  gland.  This  was  connected  with  the  negative 
pole,  cathode,  of  the  battery,  while  the  positive  was  applied  to  the  chest  or 
abdomen.  The  diminution  of  the  organ  took  place  with  astonishing  ra- 
pidity. In  one  case  this  occurred  after  the  third  application. — Chicago 
Med.  Bev. 

Circumcision. — Dr.  Skillern,  of  Philadelphia,  has  invented  a  new  for- 
ceps which  has  many  advantages  in  circumcision,  and  the  use  of  it  is  so 
simple  that  the  operation  can  be  performed  rapidly  and  without  assistance. 
The  forceps  are  cross-branched  by  pressure  and  self-closing.  The  blades 
are  fenestrated  through  their  entire  length.  The  prepuce  having  been 
well  drawn  forward,  the  forceps  are  applied.  A  threaded  needle  is  then 
passed  through  the  fenestra  and  included  prepuce  making  as  many  stitches 
as  are  necessary,  but  leaving  the  thread  long  and  loose.  The  prepuce  is 
then  cut  off  close  up  to  the  two  edges  of  the  prepuce,  thus  giving  as  many 
as  may  be  desired.  By  drawing  each  of  these  together  the  mucous  and 
skin  surface  can  be  accurately  approximated. — Can.  Jour,  Med.  8c. 

Dr.  F.  H.  Orme  recently  met  with  a  very  severe  accident  at  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  in  which  he  had  both  arms  broken.  He  was  driving  a  horse  that  he 
was  trying,  with  a  view  of  purchasing,  when  he  took  fright  at  a  man  moving 
some  barrels.  In  trying  to  check  him  one  of  the  reins  broke,  and  the 
buggy  was  thrown  over  on  its  side,  with  Dr.  Orme  under  it,  the  horse 
kicking  himself  loose.  The  doctor  had  both  arms  broken  al>ove  the  elbows 
and  a  bruise  on  his  forehead.  He  was  attended  by  Drs.  Westmoreland, 
Howell,  Schley  and  Manahann,  Dr.  Orme*s  partner,  who  states  that  he  is 
getting  along  very  well. 
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TiTB  Colorado  State  Homceopathic  Society,  although  organized  but 
two  years  ago,  now  numbers  nearly  forty  members,  or  about  one-half  of 
the  whole  number  residing  in  the  State.  The  last  meeting  of  the  society 
was  held  at  ('olorado  Springs;  the  next  will  be  held  In  Denver.  There  are 
but  few  States  in  the  Union  not  having  organized  and  active  homoeopathic 
medical  societies.  Because  of  the  absence  of  an  active  State  organization 
in  Texas,  the  people  should  not  be  led  into  the  error  of  thinking  that  we 
are  in  a  state  of  lethargy  elsewhere,  or  of  decline  here.  Such  is  not  the 
case,  and  we  will  be  heard  from  in  Texas  shortly. 

This  must  have  been  a  Micrococcus. — A  correspondent  from  the 
dispensary  department  of  the  New  York  Infirmary  for  Women  and  Child- 
ren reports  an  individual  of  the  Cimex  lectularius,  or  common  bed-bug, 
found  perched  upon  the  external  os  of  the  cervix  uteri  in  an  abundant 
vaginal  catarrh.  The  insect  was  removed  and  was  unmistakably  identified- 
— Med,  Becord. 

This  was  a  most  singular  freak  of  Insect  mind.  It  possibly  reasoned 
somewhat  in  this  way:  **The  highest  creatures  seem  to  have  this  deriva- 
tion. I  will  seek  this  incunabulUf  and  be  bom  again.  Perchance  I  may 
make  the  higher  development,  for,  according  to  the  law  of  evolution,  I 
might  have  been  a  man  had  I  not  stopped  so  soon.''  Pest  take  the  vaginal 
explorer;  no  one  knows  what  might  have  happened  if  he  had  kept  his 
speculum  to  himself,  and  given  the  bug  a  chance  to  evolnte. 

Medical  Law  of  Texas. — ^The  Attorney-General  of  Texas  recently  gave 
It  as  his  opinion,  In  response  to  an  Inquiry  from  North  Texas,  that  the 
District  Medical  Examining  Boards  have  no  right  to  go  behind  the  diplomas 
of  physicians  coming  to  this  State  to  locate.  As  the  law  now  stands,  a 
new  comer  must  record  his  diploma  with  the  district  clerk  of  the  district  he 
may  locate  in.  In  the  absence  of  a  diploma,  he  must  go  before  an  examin- 
ing board  and  pass  an  examination,  receiving.  If  successful,  a  ^^Certificate 
of  Qualification,''  which  must  be  recorded  the  same  as  a  diploma. 

Homceopaths  have  nothing  to  fear  from  prejudiced  allopathic  examin- 
ing boards  In  this  State.  Our  diplomas  are  equal  with  thelr's  before  the 
law. —  Texas  ti  om .  Pellet. 

The  Medical  Advance  digs  the  editor  of  the  Counselor  In  the  ribs  In  an 
uncalled  for  and  unkind  manner  In  Its  last  Issue.  The  State  of  Michigan 
has  done  its  part  well  in  the  endowment  of  the  homoBopathic  department 
of  its  great  university  at  Ann  Arbor,  but  the  regents  have  not  manifested 
the  same  wisdom  In  the  selection  of  a  faculty. 

Wit  is  not  brains;  it  is  not  the  bantiim  rooster  that  is  cock  of  the  walk 
always,  even  though  his  bantamship  dues  make  a  great  flutter  and  fuss. 
If  Michigan  wants  her  homoeopathic  department  of  the  university  to  be  a 
success,  she  need  not  go  away  from  home  for  professional  timber.  **A 
prophet  Is  not  without  honor,"  etc. — {Texas  Horn.  Pellet.) 
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Endorsement  of  Diplomas  at  New  York.— -The  New  York  HomoBo- 
pathic  Medical  College  will  endorse  the  diploma  of  any  college  wlthoat 
charge,  provided  the  applicant  appear  In  person  before  a  committee  of  the 
faculty,  and  satisfy  them  of  his  qualifications.  This  is  a  fair  proposition, 
and  should  satisfy  any  graduate.  I  do  not  think  we  have  had  a  graduate 
from  New  York  who  could  not  come  up  to  the  requirements  of  their  own 
students. 

Means  of  Provoking  the  Secretion  of  Milk. — ^When  the  milk-secre- 
tion is  slow  of  appearing  In  a  lying- in- woman,  or  when  it  ceases  from 
mental  or  moral  causes,it  may  be  made  to  return  by  cataplasms  or  fomen- 
tations of  castor  leaves  applied  to  the  breast,  or  by  suction  of  the  nipple, 
or  by  means  of  electricity.  .  The  mammary  gland  is  slightly  compressed 
between  two  electrodes,  and  a  feeble  current  passed  through  the  gland  for 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  Tliis  may  be  done  twice  a  day;  after  the  first  few 
electrizations,  the  breasts  swell,  the  large  veins  appear  on  the  gland,  and 
the  milk-secretion  Is  set  up.  -  L^  Union  Med. 

An  Operation  for  the  Cure  of  Masturbation. — Dr.  Haynes  records 
in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  the  removal  of  parts  of  the 
spermatic  ducts.  An  incision  is  made  midway  between  the  external  in- 
gniiuU  ring  and  the  testis  laid  bare,  the  duct,  from  which  a  half  inch  was 
resected,  and  the  slight  wound  closed  by  sutures.  By  this  simple  opera- 
tion, leaving  behind  It  no  deform-ity  of  the  genitals.  Dr.  Haynes  has  suc- 
ceeded in  all  three  cases  in  improving  the  mental  and  physical  condition 
of  his  patients,  while  the  sexual  appetite  was  as  effectually  destroyed  as 
by  castration. 

The  Curr  of  Abscesses  without  Cicatrices. — Dr.  Qulnlan,  in  the 
Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter^  advocates  the  introdactlon  of 
a  fine  silver  wire  through  the  walls  of  the  abscess,  the  ends  being  tied 
outside.  The  wire  acts  as  a  drain;  and  to  secure  the  advantages  claimed 
for  this  method  of  treatment.  It  must  be  introduced  before  the  pus  reaches 
the  surface,  when  it  is  about  half-an-inch  from  the  surface.  Poultices 
must  not  be  used ;  and  after  the  contents  of  the  abscess  have  been  evacu- 
ated, a  compress  should  be  applied.  Dr.  Quinlan  claims  that  this  treat 
ment  has  never  failed  in  his  hands. 

Any  person  having  purchased  a  ropy  of  the  U.  S.  .Fharmaccepia  of 
1880,  and  desiring  a  list  of  the  corrections  since  made  therein,  can  pro- 
cure same  by  sending  a  two-cent  stamp  to  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers, 
56  and  58  Lafayette  Place,  N.  Y. 
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Nov.  12,  1883. 

DISCUSSION  ON  DR.  KENT's  PAPEB  ON  DIPHTHERIA,  PUBLISHED 

LAST   MONTH. 


Dr.  Kent  gave  an  outline  of  his  experience  with  diphtheria 
for  the  last  two  years.     He  said.: 

Last  year  lack,  and  lycopodium  were  the  prevailing  reme- 
dies, but  they  have  not  been  this  year,  though  there  have 
been  a  few  cases  calling  for  lycopodium.  Bromine  is  indi- 
cated when  the  deposit  begins  in  the  larynx,  causing  hoarse, 
croupy  cough  and  extends  upward.  Most  cases  that  began 
in  the  nose  called  for  lachesis.  Mercurius  is  the  main  remedy 
now.  Most  cases  have  the  pecular  fetid  breath  loaded  tongue, 
restlessness  and  sweating  of  this  remedy.  When  the  de- 
posit is  on  the  left  side,  I  use  the  biijiodide,  when  on  the 
right,  the  protoiodide.  In  one  case,  the  worst  I  have  seen 
for  years ;  a  girl  of  14,  sick  for  24  hours ;  had  a  mottled 
face,  stupor,  abominable  fetor  from  the  mouth,  high  tem- 
perature and  much  sweat. 

The  exudation  filled  the  upper  part  of  the  phar3mx  and 
posterior  nares  was  of  a  greenish-yellow  color,  and  looked 
as  if  underlaid  with  pus,  but  it  was  not,  blood  only  appear- 
ing when  the  membrane  was  punctured.  I  gave  the  cyanuret 
of  mercury.  In  24  hours  the  fetor  of  breath  and  stupor 
were  gone,  and  in  48  hours  the  membrane  had  begun  to  ex- 
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foliate.  Hemorrhage  occurred  several  times  and  was  quite 
alarming  once,  but  improvement  continued  and  I  dismissed 
the  case  on  the  ninth  day.  About  twelve  days  afterward, 
another  membrane  appeared,  but  another  prescription  of 
mercurius  cyanuret  caused  its  disappearance.  I  use  not 
lower  than  the  30th  altenuation,  the  3^  and  6^  not  having 
giving  satisfactory  results.  Five  other  members  of  the  same 
family  had  the  disease.  I  have  seen  a  large  number  of 
milder  cases.  Gargles  I  never  use,  because  I  think  they  are 
of  no  benefit,  and  at  the  same  time  by  their  modification  of 
the  appearance  of  the  throat,  make  symptoms  that  might 
otherwise  clearly  indicate  the  curative  remedy. 

Dr.  Valentine. — ^Would  you  object  to  the  use  of  the  gar- 
gles if  the  remdy  had  been  found  and  was  acting  well? 

Dr.  Kent. — ^No.  After  the  remedy  has  been  found,  that 
objection  to  gargle  would  no  longer  hold,  but  if  the  remedy 
has  been  found  and  the  patient  is  recovering,  what  is  the  use 
of  resorting«to  gargles. 

Dr.  Valentine.— I  do  not  know  anything  about  this  right 
and  left  side  anatomical  distinctions,  and  never  pay  any  at- 
tention to  it.  Kali  bich,  was  curative  in  a  case  of  mine 
lately.  The  uvola  was  covered  with  exudation,  and  there 
was  constant  desire  to  swallow.  I  have  another  child  whose 
throat  and  larynx  and  trachea  are  obstructed  by  a  fungus  look- 
ing growth,  mercurius  sol.  has  reduced  it  somewhat,  but 
whenever  the  boy,  4  (years  old,  takes  cold  there  is  trouble. 
The  people  will  keep  the  house  too  warm.  Incontinuance  of 
urine  is  a  disagreeable  feature  of  the  case  that  I  would  like 
to  be  able  to  cure. 

Dr.  Cummings. — ^To  a  child  with  a  very  croupy  cough,  in 
a  house  with  two  cases  of  diphtheria,  I  gave  the  kali  bich. 
until  vomiting  occurred,  after  which  it  recovered.  A  slight 
gastritis  followed  vomiting,  but  it  soon  subsided  under  the 
puis.  I  pushed  the  kali  bich.  in  another  case  of  laiyngeal 
diphtheria,  but  the  patient  died  without  vomiting.  The  first 
experience  I  ever  had  with  diphtheria  was  in  an  epidemic, 


8t.  Louis  Society  Proceedings,  448 

characterized  by  a  red  rash  on  the  neck.  A  trituration  of 
boracic  acid  and  sulphur  with  sugar  of  milk  applied  locally, 
dissolves  the  membrane  as  successfully  as  anything  I  know 
of.  In  some  mild  cases  with  a  pain  in  the  back  of  the  neck, 
I  have  used  phytolacca  with  good  results.  I  used  to  make 
local  applications  with  probangs,  but  I  now  think  they  do 
more  harm  than  good. 

Dr.  Pearman. — ^I  have  had  numerous  cases  of  sore  throat 
but  only  one  case  of  diphtheria  this  falL  Kcdi  bica^  is  a 
favorite  remedy  with  me.  Kali  peiinanganate  I  use  fre- 
quently as  a  gargle.  In  one  case  of  diphtheria  I  gave  ergot 
fl.  e.  20  gtts.  four  times  a  day  with  success. 

Dr.  Edmonds. — ^I  have  seen  quite  a  number  of  cases  of 
what  I  call  diphtheritic  sore  throat.  Tart.  Em.  and  Gels. 
in  alternation,  have  generally  relieved  the  cases  in  two  or 
three  days.  Though  there  are  but  few  remedies  adapted  to 
these  cases ;  I  must  confess  that  I  have  generally  been  un- 
able to  determine  in  individual  cases  which  remedy  to  select. 
I  find  out  by  experiment  in  the  first  two  or  three  cases  what 
remedies  are  beneficial,  and  give  the  same  ones  to  most  suc- 
ceeding cases.  That  there  are  others  who  do  not  attpx^h 
much  importance  to  the  detail  of  symptoms  produced  by  the 
diphtheritic  poison  I  need  only  refer  you  to  one  of  the 
most  eminent  of  our  school,  M.  Teste,  who  recommends 
chlorine  in  all  cases  discriminately.  Local  applications  I  do 
not  value  very  highly,  but  I  sometimes  use  them  to  amuse 
the  patient  or  his  friends.  Not  long  ago  I  lost  a  case  of 
scarlet  fever,  for  which  I  was  blamed  because  I  did  not  treat 
the  throat  locally. 

Dr.  Collisson. — Local  application,  I  think,  are  of  little 
service  unless  accompanied  with  the  proper  remedy,  but  I 
use  them  a  great  deal.  A  favorite  gargle  of  mine  consists 
of  alcohol  one,  teaspoonful ;  warm  water,  five  teaspoonf ul, 
and  carbolic  ai[;id,  ten  gtts.  Lately  arsenic  and  baptisia 
have  been  successful  remedies  with  me,  and  I  have  sprayed 
the  throat  with  baptisia  tincture  in  water  with  much  satis- 
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faction  to  my  patients.  A  fleshy,  thick-necked  woman,  de- 
clares that  the  spray  saved  her  life.  One  of  her  children 
had  previously  had  the  disease,  and  another  three  weeks 
afterward  died  from  it  36  hours  after  the  attack. 

In  another  family  a  child  died  from  the  disease,  and  the 
next  day  two  more  boys  were  attacked.  I  gave  them  arse- 
nic and  sprayed  their  throat  with  baptisia,  and  in  five  days 
they  were  well. 

Dr.  Morgan. — ^First  and  foremost  I  try  to  get  the  hom- 
oeopathic remedy,  but  I  am  not  always  able  to  do  it  and  I  go 
in  for  such  palliative  measures  as  I  think  will  help  the  patient 
survive  the  ravages  of  the  disease.  At  times  my  experience 
has  been  such  that  I  thought  all  remedies  useless,  and  that 
the  character  and  strength  of  the  patient's  constitution  de- 
termined the  character  of  the  attack,  but  at  other  times  I 
have  valued  remedies  more  highly.  According  to  Grauvogl, 
alcohol  is  a  most  destructive  agent  to  the  vegetative  growths 
peculiar  to  diphtheria,  and  it  has  been  used  with  water  as  a 
gargle  by  physicians  of  our  school  a  great  deal,  but  I  go 
further  and  administer  it  internally  in  var3dng  quantities. 
Sometimes  giving  enough  to  intoxicate  the  patient  if  he  were 
well,  but  it  does  not  produce  that  effect  so  readily  in  a  diph- 
theric patient.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  acts  antiseptically 
or  as  a  stimulant,  but  I  am  pretty  sure  that  it  does  good, 
and  it  is  especially  beneficial  during  convalescence. 

Dr.  Parsons. — I  have  had  no  experience  with  diphtheria. 
In  laryngeal  diphtheria,  I  am  satisfied  that  tracheatomy  only 
hastens  a  fatal  termination.  In  the  Paris  hospitals  they  have 
somewhat  better  success  than  we  do  in  this  country,  proba- 
bly because  they  operate  sooner. 

Dr.  Edmonds. — In  one  case  that  Dr.  Comstock  and  my- 
self  were  attending,  an  allopathic  surgeon  was  called,  he 
operated  and  the  child  recovered. 

Dr.  Valentine. — ^When  consulting  once  with  Dr.  Comstock, 
he  recommended  port  wine  and  pepsin  as  a  gargle  and  spray. 
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HIP-JOINT  DISEASE  CUBED  BY  BEST  AND  BEME- 

DIES. 


BY  PHILO  G.  VALENTINE,   M.  D. 


Those  who  believe  in  the  sta3dng  qualities  of  the  right 
remedy  administered  in  accordance  with  our  therapeutic  law, 
will  feel  an  honest  pride  at  the  success  of  the  treatment  pur- 
sued in  the  subjoined  case.  Surgeons  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  looking  more  to  the  knife  and  to  mechanical  appliances, 
than  to  drugs  for  help  in  the  treatment  of  joint  affections, 
will  have  to  acknowledge  a  laurel  plucked  from  the  crown 
of  surgery  and  transferred  to  the  tiara  of  therapeutics. 

In  December,  1879,  a  handsome  young  woman  consulted 
me  in  reference  to  a  tumor  growing  upon  her  right  hip,  and 
deformed  her  waist  upon  that  side.  In  the  course  of  the 
examination,  it  transpired  that  about  six  months  previous 
to  feeling  any  pain  in  the  tumor,  she  had,  in  moving  a  heavy 
bedstead  across  the  room,  twisted  and  sprained  her  hip  so 
that  for  some  minutes  she  could  not  move  without  excruci- 
ating pain.  It  soon  passed  off  and  nothing  more  was 
thought  about  it,  till  lameness  after  a  long  walk,  and  pain 
in  the  hip  at  night,  recalled  her  attention  to  the  injury  she 
had  sustained  in  the  encounter  with  the  bedstead. 

She  now  limped  quite  preceptibly  on  her  right  foot,  and  it 
was  so  painful  in  flexing  the  thigh  upon  the  pelvis  that  in 
ascending  a  stairway  she  carried  her  left  foot  always  in  ad- 
vance, never  bringing  her  right  foot  above  the  left,  in  this 
manner  going  up  stairs  without  flexing  the  right  leg.  I 
found  the  foot  adducted  and  inverted,  the  limb  shortened 
three-quarters  of  an  inch,  and  flexed  at  the  hip  only,  the 
pelvis  pushed  upward  and  backward  on  the  affected  side, 
which  brought  the  corresponding  natis  above  its  fellow  of 
the  sound  side,  and  the  gluteo-femoral  fold  on  the  affected 
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side  almost  obliterated.     This  was  the  tumor  I  was  called 
to  treat,  viz :  hip-joint  disease  in  the  third  stage. 

The  first  stage ^  or  stage  of  irritation,  had  passed.  The 
second  stage,  or  stage  of  "apparent  lengthening,"  or  effus- 
ion, had  also  passed,  but  its  accompanying  pain,  tenderness 
and  swelling,  with  atrophy  of  the  limb  and  limited  motion, 
still  continued  with  increased  severity.  The  effusion  which 
had  filled  the  capsular  ligament  and  constituted  the  second 
stage,  had  caused  the  ulceration  and  rupture  of  the  capsule, 
or  the  perforation  of  the  acetabulum,  and  the  escape  of  the 
capsular  contents  into  the  surrounding  tissues. 

The  eversion,  fi^xion  and  abduction  of  the  thigh,  and  «m- 
mobility  of  the  joint  —  so  invariably  characteristic  of  the 
second  stage — had,  by  the  escape  of  the  imprisoned  fluid, 
ushered  in  the  third  stage,  and  for  a  while  there  had  been  a 
temporary  release  from  pain.  The  adduction  became 
changed  into  adduction ;  the  eversion  into  inversion ;  the 
flexion,  except  at  the  hip,  had  straightened,  the  limb  short- 
ened and  the  pelvis  was  raised  on  the  affected  side.  The 
effusion  was  burrowing  in  all  directions,  and  inflaming  the 
parts  about  the  joint,  and  in  the  natis  and  down  the  thigh ; 
and  it  seemed  likely  that  one  or  more  sinuses  would  open 
some  distance  from  the  affected  joint,  as  usually  does  in  the 
majority  of  such  cases. 

"  The  change  of  position  in  the  limb  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  fluid  contained  in  the  cavity  of  the  joint  has  been  evacu- 
ated. The  distension  of  the  capsule,  which  was  the  mechani- 
cal cause  of  the  eversion  and  adduction  of  the  limb,  having 
been  relieved,  nothing  now  obstructs  the  full  action  of  Uie 
adductors,  and  the  limb  is  therefore  adducted  and  inverted. 
The  equilibrium  of  the  body  is  preserved  by  raising  the  pel- 
vis, so  as  to  bring  the  centre  of  gravity  over  the  sound  foot. 
The  loss  of  substance  in  the  head  of  the  femur  and  the  ace- 
tabulum accounts  for  the  shortening  that  occurs,  and  the  til- 
ting of  the  pelvis  makes  it  appear  even  greater  than  it  is." 
— (Lewis  A.  Sayre.) 
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This  lady,  in  addition  to  great  swelling  and  pain,  and  ten- 
derness over  the  hip-joint  and  thigh,  had  paroxysms  of  back- 
ache, beginning  in  the  dorsal  region  and  ascending  to  the 
back  of  the  neck,  and  passing  over  the  back  of  the  head  to 
the  temple.  The  nightly  paroxysms  of  pain  in  the  hip  when 
falling  asleep,  were  constant  and  poignant,  and  would  wake 
her  up  several  times  a  night  with  a  shriek.  She  had  a  poor 
appetite,  and  almost  complete  inertia  of  the  intestines  ,they 
only  acting  about  once  in  ten  days. 

I  learned  of  no  prior  skin  disease;  no  scrofulous  cha- 
chexia  or  tubercular  taint,  or  hereditary  dyscrasia,  and  hence 
concluded  that  here  was  a  hip-joint  affection  in  the  third 
stage  of  development  from  a  traumatic  origin  solely. 

In  this  case  there  was  probably  little  or  no  synovitis  or 
periostitis,  as  the  injury  was  not  from  without,  but  the  seat 
of  the  disease  was  probably  in  the  articular  lamella — either 
beneath  the  articular  cartilage  of  the  head  of  the  femur  or 
the  acetabulum. 

Having  now  made  out  the  diagnosis,  ascertained  the  cause 
and  described  the  symptomatology,  and  the  suspected  path- 
ology, my  prognosis  was  uncertain,  because  I  knew  how 
much  destruction  I  had  to  forstall  and  prevent  in  the  joint, 
and  the  great  amount  of  effusion  I  had  to  provide  for; 
which  was  even  then  percolating  through  the  disturbed  and 
inflamed  parts,  environing  this  enartbrodial  articulation. 

To  decide  upon  a  course  of  treatment  which  promised  the 
best  results  was  not  very  difficult,  as  there  are  but  few  reme- 
dies known  which  act  upon  the  diseased  osseous  system. 
The  indications  were  to  relieve  the  pain,  reduce  the  swelling, 
stimulate  the  absorbents  to  take  up  the  effused  fluid,  whether 
it  be  serum,  lymph  or  pus,  and  to  eliminate  their  toxic  ele- 
ments from  the  blood,  and  to  arrest  the  inflammatory  pro- 
cess which  was  destrojring  the  life  of  the  joint. 

My  first  prescription  was  Bell.  *^  which  1  continued  for 
nine  days.  This  diminished  the  pain  so  much  that  I  followed 
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it  with  Silicea  '^  three  times  a  day,  giving  the  Belledonna 
only  when  the  paroxysms  of  pain  came  on  at  night. 

On  January  3d,  the  Silicea  having  had  no  effect,  I  put  her 
upon  Calcarea  carbonica  ^^  a  dose  three  times  a  day.  This  I 
continued  for  nine  days,  patient  remaining  apparently  in  stcUu 
quo. 

Up  to  this  time  she  had  been  allowed  to  be  up  during  the 
day,  lying  down  only  at  night.  I  now  decided  to  put  her  in 
bed  for  six  weeks  in  order  to  give  the  limb  rest,  and  allow* 
ing  her  to  assume  any  position  that  caused  the  least  amount 
of  pain.  This  was  on  her  back,  tilted  slightly  to  the  left 
side.  She  rebelled  at  first,  but  finally  submitted,  and  then  I 
gave  her  E^li.  carb.  ^^  on  Januaiy  17th,  and  kept  up  the 
remedy  fortwo  weeks  with  no  benefit,  when  on  January  30th 
I  returned  to  Calcarea  carb.  *^and  in  the  course  of  another 
week  I  began  for  the  first  time  to  see  signs  of  improvement. 
Less  pain,  less  tenderness  and  better  appetite. 

From  February  14th  to  March  22d,  continued  the  same 
treatment. 

She  has  now  been  in  bed  nine  weeks  and  had  been  gradu- 
ally improving  for  seven^  or  since  she  had  been  taking  Cal- 
carea carb.  the  second  time.  My  visits  were  made  at  an  in- 
terval of  one  week,  and  at  every  visit  change  for  the  better 
was  noticeable.  There  was  now  no  pain  at  night,  the  foot 
did  not  rotate  in  so  much,  and  the  limb  was  longer.  She 
also  found  that  she  occasionally  lay  upon  her  right  side  for 
a  moment  without  feeling  any  pain.  There  was  more  mo- 
bility in  the  joint,  and  it  took  less  power  to  move  it,  and  the 
area  of  soreness  had  lessened  more  than  one-half.  I  was, 
of  course,  feeling  quite  jubilant  over  my  success,  when  she 
informed  me  that  she  had  had  for  some  two  or  three  weeks 
a  copious  discharge  from  the  vagina,  which,  she  thought, 
was  preventing  her  from  getting  well.  This  proved  to  be 
endometritis,  for  which  I  treated  her  locally  from  March 
26th  to  May  21st,  about  eight  weeks,  continuing  the  Calcarea 
carbonica  ^^  all  the  time.     When  the  uterine  inflammation 
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was  curedy  she  found  her  hip-joint  disease  far  advanced  on 
the  way  to  recovery.  She  was  now  really  convalescent ; 
her  constipation  was  entirely  gone ;  her  appetite  was  restored, 
and  she  could  go  to  sleep  lying  on  her  right  side.  She  could 
abduct  and  rotate  outward  her  foot  without  pain,  and  the 
limb  was  a  quarter  of  an  inch  longer. 

The  paroxysms  of  backache  and  headache  rarely  came  on 
at  ally  and  when  they  did,  Belladonna  would  always  drive 
them  away.  I  always  kept  it  by  her  to  be  taken  for  the 
nocturnal  paroxysms  of  pain  in  the  hip-joint,  and  it  never 
failed  to  do  its  work  from  first  to  last.  The  tumefaction 
about  the  hip  was  very  much  reduced,  and  the  atrophy  of 
limb  scarcely  observable,  except  by  measurement. 

About  this  time  she  began  to  ask  me  to  let  her  get  up  and 
dress  herself,  and  to  go  down  stairs  to  attend  a  reception 
given  to  a  visiting  cousin  from  a  neighboring  State.  I  per- 
mitted her  to  dress  and  to  be  carried  down  and  up  stairs, 
but  it  was  a  mistaken  kindness.  The  inflammation  was  re- 
kindled and  she  relapsed,  and  for  three  weeks  was  very  ill. 
No  other  treatment,  however,  was  pursued,  but  rest  and 
Calcarea  carb.,  with  Belladonna  as  an  intercurrent  remedy 
for  the  night  paroxysms  and  the  headache.  She  soon  re- 
gained what  she  had  lost,  and  passed  into  a  genuine  con- 
valescence, visible  in  every  action,  expression  and  feature. 

I  visited  her  weekly  until  September  28th,  then  once  in 
three  weeks  until  November  15th.  Then  again  on  December 
10th.  The  improvement  was  continuous  during  all  this 
time,  and  there  was  no  change  in  treatment. 

January  10. — ^There  has  been  no  improvement  since  my 
last  visit,  one  month  ago.  I  believe  that  Calcarea  carb. 
though  it  had  done  for  me  such  magnificent  service  in  com- 
batting such  a  grave  disorganization,  was  powerless  for  far- 
ther good,  and  to  complete  the  long-looked-f  or  cure  another 
remedy  must  be  sought.  It  was  found  close  at  hand,  and  is 
chemical  first  cousin  to  Calcarea  carb.,  viz. :  Calcarea  phos- 
phorica.     I  gave  her  of  the  Hth  trituration,  two  grains  daily, 
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and  returned  February  12th  for  observation.  I  was  gratified 
to  find  her  cheerful  and  lively,  and  about  her  household 
duties  feeling  a  little  weakness  and  weariness  in  the  limbi 
nothing  more.  She  had  been  in  bed  one  year  and  three 
weeks  y  and  I  began  to  feel  the  exultation  that  comes  when 
victory  is  snatched  from  the  jaws  of  defeat. 

I  continued  the  Calcarea  phosphorica,  and  called  in  one 
month  more.  March  15th,  my  patient  was  now  nearly  well 
in  every  particular.  There  was  no  deformity  at  all,  except 
a  slight  shortening  of  the  limb,  perhaps  one-fourth  of  an 
inch.  I  continued  treatment,  and  called  again  April  29th. 
This  proved  to  be  my  last  professional  visit,  and  I  discharged 
my  client  cured,  recommending  the  treatment  to  be  contin- 
ued another  month. 

I  had  treated  her  one  year,  four  months  and  two  weeks, 
left  her  in  robust  health. 

This  liistory  of  this  case,  properly  analyzed,  suggests  a 
few  reflections.  It  records  a  triumph  for  rest,  absolute 
rest,  in  surgical  diseases  and  injuries.  A  triumph  for  the 
Salts  of  lime  (the  carbonates  and  phosphates)  in  bone  affec- 
tions, and  a  triumph  for  Belladonna  as  a  controller  of  pain. 
It  records  a  triumph  for  conservative  Surgery  and  a  triumph 
for  Homoeopathy. 


CAKIES  OF  THE  OS  FRONTIS.— A  MISTAKE  IN 

SURGICAL  PRACTICE. 


BY  CLABENCE  WILIiABD  BUTLEB,   M.D.,   MONTCLAIB,  N.  J. 


(Bead  befoie  the  New  Jersey  Homodopathic  Medical  Society.) 
Mb.  W.  N.,  drug  clerk,  17  years  of  age,  of  slight  build, 
light  complexion^  with  family  history  of  scrofulous  tendency, 
comsulted  me,  August  27th,  1872,  for  the  following  condi- 
tion and  giving  the  following  history :  Nine  years  previously 
he  fell  from  a  tree  striking  on  the  right  frontal  eminence. 
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He  was  stunned  for  the  time,  but  quicklj  recovered  con- 
sciousness under  domestic  care,  and  suffered  no  further  in- 
convenience from  his  fall  than  a  very  considerable  local 
swelling,  which  disappeared  in  a  few  days  without  medical 
attention.  The  skin  of  the  forehead  was  broken,  but  healed 
kindly,  leaving  only  a  small  scar.  About  one  year  previous 
to  the  date  of  this  consultation  (eight  years  after  the  ac- 
cident), a  swelling  appeared  near  the  site  of  the  scar,  red, 
hard,  and  in  circumference  a  little  larger  than  a  silver  dollar. 
An  allopathic  physician  was  consulted,  who  pronounced  it 
erysipelas,  and  treated  it  with  an  application  of  sugar  of 
lead  and  laudanum.  It  continued  to  increase  in  size  for 
about  a  week,  when  the  presence  of  pus  becoming  evident, 
it  was  lanced  at  the  old  cicatrix.  It  discharged  profusely 
and  the  tumefacticn  and  redness  quickly  disappeared.  The 
pus,  which  at  first  was  bloody  and  disagreeable  in  odor,  be- 
came gradually  thicker  and  more  healthy,  but  continued  to 
discharge,  in  spite  of  all  treatment  employed,  in  considerable 
quantities.  After  two  months  with  Doctor  No.  1,  he  placed 
himself  in  the  hands  of  another  physician  of  the  same 
school.  Doctor  No.  2  commenced  at  once  the  use  of 
stimulating  injections  (principally  a  solution  of  the  nitrate 
of  silver).  The  discharge  became  less  under  this  treatment, 
but  a  second  swelling  manifested  itself  about  the  centre  of 
the  forehead  (an  inch  to  the  left  of  the  original  tumor). 
This  was  lanced  in  a  day  or  two  after  its  appearance,  when 
the  original  sinus  healed  and  the  pus,  which  continued  to 
discharge  without  diminution,  was  evacuated  at  the  second 
opening  After  a  month's  treatment  under  Doctor  No.  2, 
he  went  to  New  York  and  into  a  hospital  under  the  care  of 
a  surgeon  of  national  reputation.  The  learned  doctor  treated 
him  for  a  week,  thinking  that  <<  tonics  "  and  stimulating  in- 
jections would  cure,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  advised  *^an 
operation"  as  the  only  available  means.  This  the  boy  abso- 
lutely refused  to  submit  to  and,  leaving  the  hospital,  re- 
turned to  his  usual  avocations.    For  several  months  he  re- 
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ceived  no  regular  treatment^  althoagh  he  had  experimented 
a  little  with  domestic  medicines  and  methods  without  benefit. 

The  diagnosis  has  always  been  that  the  "bone  was  dis- 
eased," but  none  of  his  physicians  have  been  able  to  deter- 
mine the  location  of  the  disease.  A  most  careful  probing 
revealed  that  the  soft  tissues  were  separated  from  the  frontal 
bone  for  a  distance  of  three  or  four  lines  toward  the  left 
(toward  the  original  sinus)  and  below  the  present  opening. 
Toward  the  right  and  abo\re,  they  adhered  normally  to  the 
bone  nearly  to  the  edge  of  the  sinus.  There  were  no  evid- 
ences of  diseased  bone  to  be  felt  in  any  direction,  nor  was 
there  discoverable  a  canal  of  sufficient  calibre  to  admit  the 
probe.  The  discharge  was  thin,  watery,  and  slightly  acrid. 
It  flowed  day  and  night.  He  had  absolutely  no  unpleasant 
sensation,  except  a  slight  itching  caused  by  the  acridity  of 
the  pus.  My  diagnosis  was,  caries  of  the  diplce  of  the  os- 
frontis,  the  discharge  escaping  through  openings  in  the  ex- 
ternal table  of  the  bone,  too  minute  for  detection  by  the 
probe. 

I  prescribed  Silicea*^,  1  dose.  Septembet  5th,  he  re- 
ported that  the  sinus  closed  toward  morning,  necessitating 
its  being  opened  to  allow  the  escape  of  the  a<;cumulated  pus, 
which  puffs  out  the  skin  about  the  scar.  The  pus  is  thicker 
and  less  acrid.  R.  Silicea®^,  a  powder  to  be  taken  dry  each 
night. 

A  detail  of  the  treatment  from  this  time  till  October 
30th,  the  date  of  my  last  prescription,  would  be  profitless. 
Fnough  that  I  gave  Silicea  6th,  200th,  and  1000th,  some- 
times one  potency,  sometimes  another,  but  Silicea  in  some 
strength  at  least  one  dose  every  day,  and  always  in  the  form 
of  dry  powders.  October  30th,  he  called  to  say  that  he 
had  lost  all  hope  of  being  benefited  by  medicine,  and  should 
discontinue  treatment,  being  no  better  than  two  months  be- 
fore, when  he  began  with  the  remedy.  For  the  last  week 
he  had  taken  one  dose  of  Silicea™  dry,  each  night.  Early 
in  December  he  called  at  my  office  one  evening  and  showed 
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me  that  the  forehead  was  entirely  well.  After  stopping  the 
medicine  the  discharge  showed  no  perceptible  change  for  ten 
days,  when  he  noticed  a  lessening  of  its  amount  and  con- 
tinued diminution,  until  in  about  three  weeks  from  the  last 
does  of  Silicea  he  awoke  one  morning  to  find  the  sinus 
closed  and  no  swelling  about  it.     He  had  meantime  done 

nothing  and  taken  nothing  for  it.  From  that  time  until  this 
it  had  remained  perfectly  well.  I  met  him  on  the  street  in 
a  neighboring  city  about  a  year  ago,  nine  years  having 
elapsed  since  the  healing  of  the  opening,  and  he  informed 
me  that  he  had  never  suffered  the  slightest  inconvenience 
from  it  since  1872. 

In  suppose  thst  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any 
homoeopath  that  Silicea  cured  this  case ;  that  to  it  and  to  it 
alone  the  recovery  was  attributable.  The  mistake  was  un- 
doubtedly made  in  too  frequent  repetition  of  the  doses, 
especially  as  they  were  given  dry,  and  in  not  letting  the  case 
alone,  September  3d,  when  it  had  Commenced  to  improve. 
As  soon  as  the  patient  took  himself  away  from  my  meddle- 
some interference,  the  forces  of  nature,  which  had  been 
brought  to  healthward  action  by  the  homoeopathic  remedy, 
carried  the  case  to  complete  and  speedy  recovery.  My 
patient,  however,  never  believed  that  the  medicine  I  gave 
him  had  any  effect  upon  his  disease,  and  laughs  to-day  at 
the  idea  of  receiving  benefit  from  homoeopathy,  because  he 
"has  tried  it  and  found  it  of  no  avail." 

The  moral  of  this  history  is, — ^never  repeat  your  doses 
when  improvement  has  certainly  commenced,  and,  when  this 
i9  the  case,  fly  at  once  to  what  an  eminent  homoeopathic 
physician  calls  •* the  pest  remety  in  the  Materia  Medica," — 
Saccharum  Lactis. 

Thus  shall  you  gain  for  homoeopathy  friends  and  adher- 
ents, and  for  yourself,  reputation  and  shekels. — Hah, 
Monthly. 
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DIFFERENTIAL  DIAGNOSIS  OF  CEOUPAL  DIS- 

EASES. 


BT  G.  E.  CHASE,  MD.  UTIGAy  N.  T. 


Various  diseases  of  the  laryiix,  occurring  in  infants  and 
young  children,  have  at  various  times  been  designated  by 
the  term  croup  ;  a  term  that  to  the  uninitiated  is  apt  to  be 
misleading,  and  should  either  be  dropped  entirely,  or  be  so 
restricted  in  its  meaning  by  common  consent  as  to  apply  to 
one  particular  form  of  diseased  process,  as,  for  instance, 
membranous  croup.  The  word  itself  means  simply  a  cry, 
or  hoarse  sound  of  the  voice,  and  to  that  extent  might  apply 
to  the  several  different  varieties  of  laryngeal  disease. 

The  intention  in  this  short  article  is  merely  to  call  atten- 
tion to  some  diagnostic  difference  between  three  or  four 
lar3rngeal  diseases  which  frequently  occur,  and  are  some- 
times confusing,  namely :  Acute  catarrhal  laryngitis,  spas- 
modic laryngitis,  diphtheritic  or  membranous  laryngitis,  and 
laryngismus  stridulus. 

Acute  catarrhal  laryngitis  is  a  disease  ordinarily  of  little 
moment,  though  in  very  young  children  it  may  be  quite 
serious ;  it  is  of  very  common  occurrence  in  adults,  some 
persons  having  an  attack  from  the  slightest  exposure  to 
drafts  of  air  or  sudden  changes  of  temperature ;  it  fre- 
quently begins  with  symptoms  of  ordmary  cold  in  the  head, 
the  hypersemia  of  the  mucous  membrane  gradually  extending 
to  the  larynx.  The  symptoms  are  hoarseness,  pain,  and  sore- 
ness when  talking  or  swallowing,  dry  hoarse  cough  at  first, 
gradually  becoming  looser  as  resolution  sets  in  ;  there  is  some 
f  ebril  irritation,  which,  howeveris  generally  sligh ;  adults  usu- 
ally do  not  suffer  from  dyspnoea,  but  young  children,  owing 
to  the  narrowness  of  the  glottis,  frequently  suffer  severely 
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from  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  in  some  extreme  cases, 
where  the  inflammation  and  swelling  are  extensive,  o^ema 
may  occor  and  produce  death  from  suffocation ;  such  cases, 
however,  are  rare,  the  attacks  generally  being  transient,  and 
result  in  resolution,  though  from  neglect  or  poor  treatment 
they  may  become  chronic. 

Spasmodic  laryjmgitis,  false  or  catarrhal  croup,  is  a  very 
frequent  disease  in  this  country,  few  children  escaping  it 
entirely ;  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  be  told,  many  a  child 
has  had  croup  half  a  dozen  times,  or  <<  he  has  croup  every 
time  he  catches  cold."  It  has  indeed  a  very  alarming  look 
at  its  first  outbreak,  and  is  then  often  difficult  to  distin- 
guish from  true  membranous  croup,  though  a  little  time 
and  careful  observation  will  soon  show  the  difference.     Its 

appearance  is  usually  very  sudden ;  a  child  who  on  retiring 
appears  to  be  perfectly  well,  or  at  most  to  have  only  a  slight 
cold,  wakes  up  suddenly  about  midnight,  greatly  frightened, 
with  a  loud  hoarse  barking  cough,  gasping  for  breath,  witji 
sensation  of  suffocation,  loud  noise  during  inspiration,  slight 
blueness  of  the  face,  great  restlessness  and  more  or  less 
fever ;  after  a  time  the  spasm  gradually  relaxes,  the  fever 
and  restlessness  decline,  and  the  patient  finally  falls  asleep, 
coughing  occasionally,  perhaps,  but  waking  in  the  morning, 
and  playing  about  the  house  as  usual,  apparently  as  well  as 
ever,  with  no  indication  of  the  alarming  scene  of  the  night 
before.  With  prompt  and  careful  treatment  during  the 
attack  and  the  succeeding  day,  there  will  usually  be  no 
return  of  the  disease  the  following  night,  and  the  case  will 
progress  to  complete  recovery,  though  occasionally  the  pasms 
recurs  for  two  or  three  successive  nights. 

False-membranous  laiyngitis,  true  or  membranons  croup, 
is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  diseases  to  which  children  are 
liable,  and  require  the  most  prompt  and  careful  treatment ; 
it  usually  attacks  a  child  but  once,  therein  differing  from 
catarrhal  croup,  which  may  attack  the  same  patient  any 
number  of  times.   Its  approach  is  insidious,  presenting  some- 
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times  for  three  or  four  days  s3nnptoins  of  an  ordinary  cold, 
until  suddenly  in  the  night  or  even  during  the  day  it  is 
noticed  that  the  character  of  the  cough  has  changed  and  has 
become  hoarse  and  ringing,  respiration  is  obstructed,  in- 
spiration is  prolonged,  noisy  and  difficult,  the  voice  becomes 
hoarse  and  is  lost  entirely  as  the  disease  advances,  the  fever 
persists  and  increases,  suffocative  attacks  occur  such  as  we 
have  described  above,  but  with  only  partial  remissions,  which 
become  less  and  less  marked  as  the  disease  advances,  and 
the  exudation  encroaches  more  and  more  upon  the  capacity 
of  the  larynx,  until  it  becomes  one  prolonged  agonizing 
scene  of  hopeless  struggling  against  impending  suffocation. 

There  need  ordinarily  be  no  difficulty  in  distinguishing 
between  this  disease  and  spasmodic  laryngitis,  if  it  is  kept 
in  mind  that  there  is  no  exudation  in  false  croup  but  simply 
a  catarrhal  condition  associated  with  spasm.  False  croup 
appears  suddenly  with  no  or  very  slight  previous  catarrhal 
symptoms,  while  the  membranous  form  is  preceded  for  sev- 
eral days  by  cough,  slight  fever  and  symptoms  of  a  cold. 
The  difficulty  of  breathing  of  catarrhal  croup  passes  away 
with  the  paroxysm,  but  in  true  croup  persists  between  the 
attacks ;  there  is  comparatively  little  and  but  transient  fever 
with  spasmodic  croup,  but  with  true  croup  it  persists  and 
increases. 

The  voice  is  hoarse  in  false  croup,  but  is  lost  entirely  in 
true. 

The  sound  of  the  breathing  is  constantly  loud  and  croupy 
in  membranous  croup,  but  only  during  the  paroxysms  of  the 
spasmodic  variety. 

Laryngismus  stridulus,  or  spasm  of  the  glottis,  is  purely 
a  nervous  disease,  and  generally  symptomatic  of  some  con- 
stitutional dyscrasia.  A  large  proportion  of  cases  occur 
among  children  of  a  rickety  diathesis,  a  nutritive  disease 
which  is  attended  by  various  forms  of  convulsive  disorder ; 
it  is  also  sometimes  a  symptom  of  chronic  hydrocephalus. 

It  may  occur,  too,  in  children  of  a  very  sensitive  nervous 
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organization,  as  a  result  of  sudden  fright,  the  irritation  of 
dentition,  ete. 

The  exciting  cause  is  frequently  not  apparent,  the  attack 
coming  on  suddenly,  often  in  the  night,  waking  the  child 
from  sleep.  The  first  intimation  is  a  loud  crowing  sound, 
when  the  glottis  closes,  and  breathing  is  impossible,  the  head 
is  thrown  back,  the  face  becomes  blue,  in  severe  cases  con- 
vulsions set  in,  and  suffocation  seems  impending,  when, 
after  a  few  seconds,  the  spasm  relaxes,  and  the  child  breathes 
again  as  usual.  As  the  disease  increases  in  severity,  the  at- 
tacks become  more  and  more  frequent,  the  convulsions  be- 
come general,  and  death  occurs  in  one  of  the  paroxysms. 

The  diagnosis  from  the  other  spasmodic  diseases  of  the 
larynx  is  not  difficult,  if  it  is  remembered  that  with  spasmus 
glottidis  there  are  no  inflammatory  symptoms  whatever ;  that 
the  attack  is  sudden,  neither  preceded  nor  followed  by  cough 
or  other  catarrhal  symptoms  ;  the  suspension  of  respiration 
is  complete  while  it  lasts,  and  followed  by  entire  relief ; 
while  in  catarrhal  forms  the  breathing  is  continuouly  op- 
pressed, and  not  entirely  suspended,  and  there  are  cough 
and  other  symptoms  of  h3rper8emia. 

The  remedies,  too,  are  entirely  different,  as  laryngismus 
stridulousis  relieved  by  such  typical  remedies  as  Cuprum, 
Chlorine,  etc.,  and  the  croupal  inflammatory  diseases  by 
Aeon.,  Aell.,  Kali  bich.,  etc. 


THE  AKKANSAS  HOT  SPRINGS. 


A  NASHVILLE    PHYSICIAN    ON    THEIR    CURATIVE    PROPERTIES. 


Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  Nov.  12. 
Having  spent  two  weeks  recently  at  Hot  Springs,  Ark., 
with  my  son,  Dr.  Charles  Dake,  who  has  become  a  resident 
physician  there,  and  having  paid  more  attention  than  ever 
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before  to  the  virtues  of  the  water,  I  venture  some  observa- 
tions for  your  readers. 

I  had  not  been  at  the  Springs  for  over  three  years,  and 
was  surprised  to  see  the  progress  made  in  building  up  a  city 
among  the  spurs  of  the  Ozark  Mountains.  Hotels  had  beea 
extended  and  multiplied  and  beautified  and  made  more  com- 
fortable, blocks  of  brick  stores  had  replaced  many  tem- 
porary frames,  bath  houses  had  been  rebuilt  and  handsomely 
refitted,  and  beautiful  dwellings  had  sprung  up  along  the- 
avenues  and  among  the  groves  which  skirt  the  mountain 
sides. 

I  found  the  General  Goveniment  busy  arching  over  the 
little  stream  that  courses  through  the  valley,  and  laying  the 
foundations  for  a  hospital  to  accommodate  disabled  soldiers 
and  sailors  of  the  army  and  navy.  Through  the  courtesy  of 
Capt.  Jacobs  I  was  enabled  to  look  carefully  over  the  plan& 
as  well  as  the  site  of  this  noble  institution,  and  must  say 
that  they  are  in.  keeping  with  the  latest  and  most  matured 
ideas  of  the  medical  profession.  The  elegant  structure  will 
overlook  Central  avenue,  and  be  an  ornament  to  that  quar- 
ter of  the  city,  as  well  as  to  the  Hot  Springs  mountain  re- 
seiTation,  on  the  corner  of  which  it  is  located. 

The  Hot  Springs  railroad,  under  the  efficient  management 
of  Col.  Conger,  had  extended  its  track  almost  to  Central 
avenue,  and  built  a  substantial  new  depot. 

But  enough  as  to  the  general  progress  and  improvement 
of  the  city,  for  it  is  my  purpose  to  speak  more  especially  of 
the  advantages  afforded  the  sick,  who  would  resort  there  for 
the  healing  waters. 

It  has  often  been  said,  and  that,  too,  by  medical  men,, 
that  there  is  no  virtue  in  the  Hot  Springs  water  beyond  its. 
high  temperature.  Such  an  opinion  could  come  only  from 
persons  who  lack  information  or  who  are  unable  to  reason 
from  cause  to  effect.  During  my  late  visit  I  was  presented 
with  some  specimens  of  tufa,  an  incrustation  formed  on 
^he  troughs  and  spouts  which  conduct  the  water  to  and  f  romi 
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tfae  bath  bouses,  a  substance  composed  chiefly  of  lime  and 
silica.  So  rapid  is  this  deposit  from  the  water  that,  as  I  am 
informed  by  Mr.  Brown,  a  resident  geologist,  and  Mr. 
Rockafellow,  proprietor  of  a  large  bath  house,  it  will  make 
a  crust  a  sixteenth  of  an  inch  thick  on  a  stick  or  piece  of 
iron  wet  in  the  hot  water  or  vapor  for  only  a  few  weeks. 
Mr.  Brown  gave  me  fragments  of  such  crust,  taken  from 
troughs  in  use  for  four  or  five  years,  which  were  from  one 
to  three  inches  thick.  To  say  that  the  only  healing  property 
in  the  water  is  its  heat,  one  must  be  ignorant  of  the  curative 
range  of  silica  and  lime,  or  unacquamted  with  the  facts 
stated  above. 

The  argument  that  other  waters,  quite  highly  charged  with 
silica,  have  had  no  curative  effect  because  cold,  does  not 
prove  the  efficacy  of  heat  nor  the  inertness  of  lime  and  silica 
and  a  goodly  supply  of  carbonic  acid  combined,  as  in  this 
case. 

Repeated  analyses  have  shown  the  presence,  in  each  gallon 
of  the  hot  water,  of  eight  and  a  half  grains  of  mineral 
constituents,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  lime  and  silica  in 
combination. 

I  have  cured,  in  many  cases,  sores  and  swellings  as  well 
as  pains,  with  doses  of  carbonate  of  lime  and  silicic  acid 
quite  as  small  as  found  in  a  pint  of  the  Hot  Springs  water. 
I  am  aware  of  the  good  effects  of  the  simple  hot  water 
bath  and  the  vapor  bath,  and  of  free  perspiration,  but  am 
positive  that  not  one,  nor  all,  of  these  taken  together  can 
purify  the  blood  and  heal  sores  and  reduce  swellings  and  re- 
move lameness  and  pain,  as  is  constantly  done  by  the  na- 
turally medicated  waters,  bathed  in  and  drank  at  Hot 
Springs. 

Doubtless  many  persons,  physicians  as  well  as  laymen, 
have  been  led  to  deny  medicinal  virtue  to  the  waters  on  ac- 
count of  the  excessive  use  of  powerful  drugs  by  direction  of 
resident  physicians  there.  While  the  waters  alone  may  not 
suit  any  form  of  disease,  and  while  cases  may  be  presonted 
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calling  for  other  and  more  potent  drugs,  I  am  convinced 
that,  in  hundreds  of  cases  the  waters  have  cured  in  spite  of 
damaging  drugs  heroically  administered. 

It  is  a  dangerous  fallacy  on  the  part  of  some  medical 
advisers,  however,  to  suppose  that  the  chief  good  in  the  hot 
baths  is  the  purchase  of  immunity  from  poisonous  and 
destructive  doses  of  drugs  which  they  may  give  to  combat 
some  pernicious  blood  affection. 

The  good  waters  have  failed,  many  and  many  a  time,  to 
save  persons  from  life-long  medicinal  disease,  where  the 
silica  and  lime  would  have  removed  the  original  affection  if 
allowed  an  uninterrupted  action.  Errors  of  diagnosis  on 
the  part  of  medical  advisers  must  not  be  charged  up  to  the 
waters  ;  nor  must  all  the  cures  at  the  Hot  Springs  be  cred- 
ited up  to  the  drugs  prescribed,  together  with  the  heat  of 
the  waters. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  much  misapprehension 
has  existed  abroad  as  to  the  kind  of  sick  people  who  should 
resort  to  the  hot  waters,  of  Arkansas.  Neuralgic,  dyspeptic 
and  gouty  people,  as  well  as  the  rheumatic,  the  syphilitic 
and  the  scrofulous,  are  cured  or  greatly  benefited  by  the  hot 
water  drinking  and  bathing.  J.  P.  Dake. 


THE  LAW  OF  SIMILARS  APPLIED  TO  SURGERY. 


BY   MALCOLM   MACFARLAN,   M.  D. 


(Read  before  the  Horn.  Med.  Society  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia.) 

There  is  a  correspondence  between  symptoms  produced  by 
drugs,  symptoms  occurring  in  the  usual  way,  which  we  call 
disease,  and  those  following  a  mechanical  injury  or  surgical 
operation.  It  is  this  law  of  correspondence,  discovered 
while  investigating  the  properties  of  drugs,  which  makes  the 
practice  of  medicine  a  science,  imperfect  as  it  is.  The  whole 
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system  in  the  midst  of  much  confusion,  presupposes  a  con- 
stant factor,  a  definite  and  exact  knowledge  of  the  means 
employed  to  cure,  usually  a  drug.  While  the  general  dis- 
ease and  its  varieties  are  being  continually  modified  by 
changed  conditions  of  time,  country,  climate,  age,  etc.,  it  is 
the  constant  effort  of  the  physician  to  find  a  parallel  to  the 
drug  action  which  is  to  effect  a  cure.  Or  if  in  the  nature  of 
the  case  the  disease  is  incurable,  the  similar  or  parallel  rem- 
edy is  the  best  palliative.  In  surgery  there  is  this  advantage, 
that  general  primary  symptoms  attending  injuries  or  opera- 
tion are  constant  and  few  in  number,  and  for  that  reason 
easily  treated  or  prescribed  for,  and  that  where  the  case  ha& 

been  investigated  and  understood,  its  gravity  can  be  accu- 
rately determined;  besides,  it  usually  runs  a  more  rapid 

course,  which  is  generally  looked  upon  with  favor. 

For  these  reasons  it  has  always  appeared  that  the  superi- 
ority of  the  treatment  by  similars  could  be  positively  dem- 
onstrated to  an  impartial  observer  or  seeker  after  medical 
truth.  To  judge  properly  of  this,  it  is  necessary  for  the  in- 
vestigator first  to  understand  the  normal  history  of  a  given 
lesion,  its  attending  symptoms  when  left  to  nature,  suppos- 
ing that  every  proper  care  has  been  taken,  such  Jas  suitable 
dressings,  healthy  surroundings,  good  nursing,  but  no  medi- 
cine.  This  is  to  be  taken  as  a  standard,  and  compared  with 
a  case  under  the  same  conditions,  but  where  drugs  are 
thought  necessary  and  given,  fairly  represented  by  quinine, 
opium,  or  iron,  according  to  the  ruling  practice,  and  both 
to  be  compared  with  a  like  case  having  homoeopathic  medi- 
cation. Suppose,  for  example,  that  in  all  three  cases  erysipe- 
las set  in  as  a  complication,  those  who  had  treated  the  dis- 
ease by  the  new  system  would  have  the  greatest  confidence 
in  promptly  arresting  its  destructive  progress  and  guiding 
the  patient  to  health. 

These  typical  cases  presuppose  some  surgical  disease  at- 
tending them,  requiring  internal  medicine  ;  the  great  major- 
ity of  cases  met  with  are  of  a  light  nature,  and  do  not  need 
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it.  Abuse  and  ridicule  of  the  new  treatment  is  no  argument, 
■end  is  without  weight,  except  from  one  who  has  fairly  and 
thoroughly  investigated  it.  The  great  objection  is,  that  it 
looks  like  doing  or  giving  nothing,  trifling  with  human  life, 
while  its  results  are  often  so  wonderful  that  they  appear 
magical,  even  to  one  who  has  often  before  witnessed  them. 
The  doubter  is  afraid  of  a  change,  adheres  to  the  conserva- 
tive old  routine,  even  with  its  bad  results.  Talk,  after  all, 
is  of  no  use.  No  one  can  believe  for  himself  unless  he 
proves  it.  Homoeopathy  and  progress  come  from  a  desire 
for  better  things.  The  great  modem  changes  wrought  by 
the  new  uses  of  light,  heat,  and  electricity — forces  of  the 
universe,  weighing  less  than  any  high  potency — would  not, 
nor  could  not,  be  bellied  by  one  who  had  not  come  in  con* 
tact  with  them,  proved  them.  It  is  true  that  the  similar 
remedy  will  act  all  the  way  from  the  crude  or  massive  dose 
up  to  the  high  potency,  while  the  selection  of  the  size  and 
repetition  of  the  dose  is  an  open  question  and  should  be  left 
to  the  prescriber. 

Experience  with  crude  drugs  shows  that  in  surgical  as  well 
as  medical  cases,  the  closer  the  selection  the  greater  the  ag- 
gravation, according  to  the  size  of  the  dose,  and  slower  the 
cure.  The  discovery  of  this  principle  led  to  dilution,  and, 
finally,  what  is  called  potentization.  The  reverse  of  this 
holds  good  ;  a  close  similar,  free  from  drug  action,  hastens 
the  cure,  which  is  more  permanent.  These  remarks  have  no 
reference  to  a  medicine  chosen  or  given  in  a  general  way, 
which  may  cure  by  setting  up  a  drug  disease. 

The  reasons  why  good  results  with  potentized  medicines 
are  not  oftener  reached,  either  in  medical  or  surgical  cases, 
are,  that  it  appears  like  too  much  labor  or  trouble  to  pre- 
scribe them  in  a  bad  case  when  generalization  with  crude 
material  might  do.  The  preparation  may  be  spoiled,  and 
often  is,  by  careless  contact  with  other  potencies ;  there  is 
no  means  of  knowing  that  it  is  so  except  by  the  tedious  plan 
of  experiment  on  the  sick.     It  is  better  to  keep  too  sets  of 
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<dyDamized  medicines,  one  to  prescribe,  the  other  to  draw 
from  in  case  that  given  has  been  found  worthless.  In  a  sur- 
igical  disease,  as  elsewhere,  individalization  is  the  secret  of 
4BUCcess  in  prescribing.  We  select  agroap  of  remedies,  hav- 
ing the  prominent  features  of  the  case,  and  going  down  the 
;scale  to  minor  spmptoms,  make  the  choice  occording  to  simi- 
larity. While  we  apply  the  labor  of  others,  to  do  this  with 
the  greatest  success  we.  should  make  continual  experiment 
for  ourselves.  Nothing  but  the  educated  senses  and  good 
judgment,  requiring  time  and  many  cases,  will  enable  us  to 
interpret  nature  when  acted  on  by  such  subtle  forces  as 
•dynamized  medicines,  which,  in  themselves,  produce  but  few 
and  unvarying  effects.  Drugs  in  large  doses,  besides  their 
fixed  primary  effects,  wake  up  a  host  of  secondary  symp- 
toms, due  often  to  the  peculiarities  of  the  patient,  varying 
with  every  prover,  so  that  the  number  and  confusion  of 
these  recorded  symptoms  are  always  increasing.  To  write 
-out  a  list  of  medicines,  with  indications  useful  in  the  treat- 
ment of  surgical  diseases,  would  be  simply  to  give  a  com- 
plete materia  medica ;  there  is  no  short  road  to  their  appli- 
cation, each  case  being  based  on  a  close  correspondence  be- 
tween the  medicine  and  case  treated.  The  plan  sometimes 
followed  of  giving  the  remedy  on  a  minor  symptom,  or 
modality,  is  most  deceptive  and  misleading,  and  more  likely 
to  be  a  bad  than  good  choice  followed  by  no  improvement. 
A  mmor  symptom  may  be  useful  and  point  to  the  drug 
which  has  the  prime  condition  sought  after,  and  which  must 
be  present  to  give  the  best  results.  Through  lack  of  knowl- 
*edge  and  want  of  time,  it  seems  self-evident  that  the  most 
appropriate  medicine  of  those  known  or  proven  is  seldom 
^ven,  so  that  it  happens  a  cure  is  not  effected,  may  be  im- 
perfect, or  relief  delayed.  In  practice,  the  average  success 
of  a  man,  taking  all  his  cases,  is  a  fair  measure  of  his  skill. 
The  changes  which  take  place  in  a  wound  can  only  be  imper- 
fectly described,  and  at  best,  are  but  an  apology  for  what 
comes  to  us  through  our  senses.     Beading,  therefore,  never 
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fully  compensates  for  experience,  but  educates  and  enlarges 
it,  presupposing  a  certain  amount  of  its  own  interpretation. 
No  one  at  present  in  active  practice,  who  is  familiar  with  the 
principal  movements  and  tendencies  of  a  general  medicine^ 
as  shown  in  leading  journals  by  prominent  physicans,  can 
fail  to  see  that  the  profession  is  rapidly  tending  towards  giv- 
ing bnt  one  drug  at  a  time,  and  in  small  but  repeated  doses. 
The  physiological  action  of  a  remedy  is  but  a  proving, 
viewed  from  an  old-school  or  material  standpoint.  This  re- 
form, it  is  believed,  has  not  extended  to  surgery.  The  prac- 
tice recommended  in  surgical  textbooks,  and  generally 
adopted,  is  of  the  routine  character,  but  little  attention 
being  given  to  medicine.  The  administration  in  large  doses 
of  a  so-called  tonic,  alterative,  narcotic,  or  laxative,  is  ad- 
vised ;  the  choice  is  so  limited  that  the  drugs  really  meant 
can  be  usually  counted  on  the  iSngers.  In  homcBopathic  sur- 
gical practice  the  remedy  is  chosen  from  the  whole  materia 
medica,  the  main  or  general  symptoms  and  conditions  indi- 
cating a  remedy  which,  at  the  same  time,  usually  quickly 
cures  the  local  disturbance  in  the  wound  or  injury  attending 
them.  Reliable  indications  for  the  changes  from  healthy,, 
reparative  processes  in  a  wound  or  injury  would  be  useful  if 
based  on  a  large  experience,  and  would  aid  in  the  more  rapid 
and  certain  choice  of  a  specific  similar,  or  homoeopathic 
medicine. 


«^ 


WHEN  AND  WHY  ARE  WE  INSANE? 


BY  T.  L.    BRQWN,  M.  D. 


When  we  compare  opposite  conditions  of  body  and  mind,, 
we  increase  our  intelligence  and  sanity  as  to  when  we  are 
sane  or  insane.  To  know  the  positive  relations  of  the  fonn& 
and  motions  of  matter,  which  produce  our  body  and  our 
mind-motions,  brings  us  nearer  to  the  true   conception  of 
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how  we  can  maintain  our  sanity.  When  we  know,  correct- 
ly remember,  reason  and  judge  alone  from  our  knowledge 
of  things,  we  are  counted  rational  beings. 

We  are  then  comparatively  healthy  in  both  body  and  mind  ,^ 
what  we  call  whole  in  body   and   correct  in  thought.     To 
analyze,  understand  and  learn  the  origin  and  use  of  thought 
is  to  know  when  and  why  we  are  sane  and  truthful.     In 
this   analysis   we   should  first  ask,   what  is   thought?     If 
thought  is  a  form,  what  and  where  is  that  form?      If  a  mo- 
tion, what  is  moved?      We  logically  conclude  thought  to  be 
a  motion  of  the  sensorium.      And,  as  far  as  we  know,  if  we 
do  know,  is  of  two  kinds  ;  objective  and  subjective.  Always 
objective  first  and  subjective  after.  Neither  of  which  variety 
can  be  individually  or  literally  reproduced.  Another  or  none, 
either  objective  or  subjective.      All  our  perceptions  and  im- 
pressions are  objective,  while  our  reflections  and  conclusions 
are  subjective.     We  see,  hear,  smell,  taste  and  touch  to  ob- 
tain and  receive  all  our  object-thoughts.     We  remember  our 
past   sensations,   or  we  would  not  have   subjective  ideas. 
Memory  and  reflection, when  co-inordinate, correct  and  sane,, 
are  but  the   similar  brain-motions  of  our  first  objective 
thought-impressions.     All  subjective  ideas   wholly  depend 
upon  our  preceding  objective  thoughts.     W^e  can   have   no 
thought  of  a  form,  or  motion  of  a  form,   which   has  not 
through  our  sense  relation  moved  our  brain-form,  the  sen- 
sorium.    When  our  brain  and  nerves  are  in  a  condition  to 
correctly  receive  objective  sensation,  and  we  by  our  will  can 
make  similar  subjective   brain-motions,  then  we   are   sane. 
Without  form  or  motion,  how  could  we  have  ideas?     When 
we  correctly  state  or  think  of  the  past  forms  and  motions, 
and  their  true  relations  with  those   now   in   existence,   and 
conclude  that  the  future  will  be  similar,  we  should  be  rated,, 
as  we  generally  are,  quite  sane.     When  we,  by   wrong  use 
of  words  and  things,  speak  and  act  falsely,  we  are  insane. 
Often  only  for  a  moment.     In  fact,  truth,when  understood^ 
is  sanity,  and  falsehold  is  insanity.     When  we  know,  spea 
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^nd  act  as  we  are  compelled  by  our  surroundings,  then  we 
are  true  and  sane.  When  we  do  not  know',  yet  say  we  do, 
then  we  are  most  insane.  In  all  kinds  of  insanity  we  will 
find  the  patient  falsifying  and  attempting  at  times  to  oppose 
and  reverse  objective  or  subjective  facts  and  their  true  rela- 
tions. To  illustrate :  I  know  a  gentleman,  who,  for  three 
years,  during  his  waking  hours,  has  most  of  the  time  de- 
clared that  his  family  are  starving,  freezing  and  dying,when 
the  exact  opposite  condition  was.  the  fact.  Yet  this  man 
was  with  his  family,  and,  if  sane,  would  have  known  he 
was  lying  all  the  time.  When  he  was  removed  to  an  asylum, 
where  his  objective  relations  were  changed,  his  insane  use  of 
subjective  thoughts  were  overruled,  he  began  to  speak  the 
truth,  and  again  became  quite  rational. 

Every  person  who  tells  a  falsehood  without  a  reasonable 
object  in  view,  and  continues  to  repeat  it,  demonstrates  his 
insanity  to  the  sane,  who  think  and  speak  truly,  and  in  that 
way  show  their  sanity.  Physical  degeneracy  precedes  in- 
sanity. Pysical  perfection  is  the  basis  of  sanity.  Whole- 
ness of  body  and  correct  thought  is  the  highest  representa- 
tive state  of  the  human  form.  We  become  insane  when  we 
disobey  for  a  length  of  time  the  natural  laws  of  our  being, 
especially  those  governing  sleep  and  nutrition.  In  propor- 
tion as  we  neglect  to  obey  our  instincts  and  the  demonstrat- 
ed rules  of  life  and  organization,  do  we  manifest  our  insani- 
ty and  continue  to  lose  our  self-control.  To  profit  by  wrong 
doing,  is  to  better  understand  the  results  of  our  thougets 
and  acts.  Without  a  proper  contrast,  we  cannot  become  ex- 
perts in  deciding  who  are  and  who  are  not  insane.  Is  it  not 
a  fact,  that  at  times  all  persons  fail  to  be  of  strictly  sound 
mind  ?  Our  highest  aim  in  life  is  to  increase  the  number  of 
our  sane  and  true  thoughts.  When  really  sane  we  are 
thinking  only  of  the  thinkable,  as  we  cannot  think  of  the 
unthinkable.  Every  effort  to  name  the  unthinkable  is  just 
so  much  insane  talk  and  waste  of  time.  To  know  and  to  do 
the  true  is  sanity. 
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THE  AFTER-TREATMENT  OF  ABSCESS. 


BY  JOHN  £.  JAMES,  M.  D. 


<Read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

At  the  request  of  some  of  our  members,  I  write  a  short 
article  on  the  local  treatment  of  abscess  after  opening. 

An  abscess,  after  maturing  and  opening  or  being  opened, 
as  the  case  may  be,  should  be  treated  with  warm  poultices 
{elm  or  flax-seed),  until  the  suppurative  process  has  ceased, 
•or  nearly  so  ;  when  a  Calendula,  Aniica,  or  some  similar 
mild  lotion,  Cosmoline  or  other  simple  ointment,  may  be 
applied  until  repair  is  complete.  Frequently  it  happens 
that  repair  is  very  slow,  or  the  disposition  to  heal  is  want- 
ing. For  this  there  are  several  reasons.  I  will  mention 
three  of  the  more  common. 

I.  The  opening,  made  either  by  nature  or  the  bistoury,  is 
too  small,  and  the  pus  is  not  freely  evacuated,  but  a  por- 
tion is  constantly  retained  in  the  sac,  and  serves  as  a  source 
of  irritation  and  suppuration,  and  favors  the  formation  of 
those  indurated  suppurating  tubes  or  pouches  called  sinuses. 
To  correct  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  make  a  free  incision 
to  the  most  dependent  portion  of  the  abscess,  and  treat  with 
mild  lotions  or  cerates.  If  a  sinus  has  formed,  it  should  be 
laid  open  and  packed  with  lint  to  induce  granulation  from 
the  bottom. 

II.  The  removal  of  the  pressure,  which  the  pus  exerted 
upon  the  vessels  in  the  walls  of  the  abscess,  not  unfrequent- 
ly  induces  a  free  exudation  and  consequent  prolonged  free 
suppuration.  While  this  excess  of  liquor  sanguinis  and  the 
accompanying  hypemutrition  and  rapid  multiplication  of 
cells  is  going  on,  healthy  granulation  cannot  take  place. 
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To  overcome  this  condition,  it  is  necessary  to  adopt  some 
means  for  the  removal  of  that  cause.  The  application  of  a 
compress  over  the  sac,  and  firm  pressure  added  by  the  ap- 
plication of  a  bandage,  is  generally  sufficient ;  sometimes  a 
graded  compress  will  be  required.  This  process  will  not 
only  stop  the  excessive  exudation,  but  will  also  prove  a 
stimulus  to  rapid  granulation. 

III.  A  general  systemic  or  a  local  weak  and  debilitated 
condition  may  produce  an  indolent  condition  of  the  abscess 
similar  to  the  old  indolent  ulcer,  which  has  been  defined  as 
being  **  too  indolent  to  heal." 

To  cure  this  condition  requires  special  attention  to  the 
constitutional  or  local  cause,  and  the  application  of  such 
remedies  as  will  remove  or  at  least  modify  either  or  both  (for 
they  frequently  are  associated  in  a  given  case)  of  these  causes. 

The  local  treatment  must  be  stimulating  or  irritating,  so 
that  an  active  inflammation  may  be  induced,  and  through  it 
granulation  will  be  excited  and  repair  will  follow.  Such 
stimulation  will  be  excited  by  using  poultices  containing 
yeast ;  compresses  saturated  with  carbolized  water,  1  to  40 ;. 
carbolized  sweet  oil,  1  to  15  ;  Calendula  lotion,  1  to  15,  or 
Iodoform.  As  soon  as  a  granulating  surface  is  secured,  the 
use  of  a  mild  cerate,  Cosmoline,  Vaseline,  suet,  etc.  may 
tollow.  If  this  process  fail,  the  use  of  the  knife  or  scoop, 
for  the  removal  of  the  indolent  and  thickened  sac,  will 
effect  a  rapid  cure. 


•^•^m 


The  Substance  of  a  Paper  by  Dr.  A.  D.  Rockwell,  on 
the  value  of  the  electrol3rtic  method,  is  thus  reported  by  the 
Record :  The  writer  said  that  he  had  long  ago  given  up  the 
attempt  to  treat  malignant  tumors  by  electrolysis.  In  a 
case  of  epithelioma  of  a  face,  however,  he  had  recently  ob* 
tained  an  entire  disappearance  of  the  growth.  In  some 
cases  of  intramural  fibroids  he  had  had  remarkably  good 
success.     An  illustrative  case  was  cited.     In  erectile  tumors 
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he  had  his  best  results.     One  operation  is  generally  sufficient. 
The   best  method  of  procedure  was  to  connect  the  needles 
with  the  positive  pole  and  place  the  negative  pole  outside. 
The  resistance  is  greater,  but  this  can  be  overeome  by  in- 
creasing the  number  of  cells.     Cystic  tumors  can  be  as  suc- 
-cessfuUy  treated  as  the  erectile,  but  practically  the  applica- 
tion is  less  often  needed.     Dr.  Rockwell's  conclusions  were : 
First. — The  success  met  with  in  the  treatment  of  malignant 
tumors  is  generally  but  trivial.     In  epithelioma,  however, 
when  superficial  and  easily  reached,  success  may  he  had. 
Second. — The  electrolysis  of  intramural  fibroids  often   re- 
duces the  size  somewhat  and  gives  great  relief.     Third. — 
For  erectile  and   cystic  tumors  electrolysis   is  a   specific. 
Fourth. — Goitres,  if  small  and  soft,  may  be  reduced  in  size, 
-even  by  external  applications.     Even  when  hard,  electrolysis 
may  be  beneficial,  but  the  results  are  variable.     Fifth. — 
Hairs  can  be  permanently  removed.     Sixth. — In  many  cases 
of  stricture,  relief  or  cure  can  be  obtained  by  electrolysis, 
but  experience  is  not  sufficient  to  speak  of  its  value  posi- 
tively.— Can.  Med.  Record. 


Disease  Occasioned  by  False  Hair. — ^Attention  is  oall- 
•ed  by  the  Lancet  to  the  danger  of  the  trade  in  false  hair.  It 
seems  that  the  demand  exceeds  the  supply.  Europeans 
will  not  sell  their  hair,  or  have  not  enough  to  sell.  Dealers, 
therefore,  go  for  the  material  to  Asia  Minor,  India,  China, 
and  Japan.  But  the  hair  to  be  had  there  is  mostly  black, 
and  to  fit  it  for  the  Western  market  it  is  first  boiled  in  dilute 
nitric  acid  to  deprive  it  of  its  original  color,  and  it  is  then 
dyed  to  suit  the  fashion  of  the  time.  This  operation  has 
been  found  to  give  rise  to  severe  coughs,  bronchitis,  and 
other  complaints,  as  the  workmen  breathe  the  nitrousjvapors 
which  escape  from  the  cauldrons.  The  Lancet  [strongly 
objects  to  hair  dressers  indulging  in  amateur  dabbling  with 
dangerous  chemicals,  especially  nitric  acid. 
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Extirpation  of  the  Kidneys  has  been  performed  by  M. 
Oilier  three  times.  In  the  first  case  the  operation  was  per- 
formed on  account  of  pyonephrosis,  believed  to  be  due  to- 
obstruction  of  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney  by  calculi.  Adhe- 
sions of  the  capsule  to  the  adjacent  parts  rendered  the  oper- 
ations difficult,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  decorticate  the 
organ.  The  patient  recovered,  and  now  complains  of  pain  in 
the  liver  and  left  iliac  fossa,  and  at  two  periods  there  has  been 
excessive  salivation,  amounting  to  more  than  a  quart  a  day. 
The  second  operation  was  performed  on  account  of  a  cyst 
containing  about  four  gallons  of  fluid,  patient  dying  on  the 
third  day.  The  third  case  was  one  of  sarcoma  of  the  kid- 
ney, and  did  well  until  the  tenth  day,  when  death  suddenly 
occurred  on  the  child's  attempt  to  raise  itself  from  the  bed^ 
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**  The  Practitioner's  Guide  in  Urinaly8[8."    By  Clifford  Mitchell,  A. 
M.,  M.  D.,  author  of  ^'Manual  of  Urinary  Analysis,"  etc. 

This  little  work  of  205  pages  from  the  publishing  house  of  Grass  & 
Delbrldge,  Chicago,  is  a  compilation  of  much  value.  Since  the  days  of 
the  great  Coic  physician,  Hippocrates,  medical  men  have.sought  to  recog- 
nize pathalogical  conditions  from  the  appearance  of  the  urine.  During  all 
these  centuries,  the  clinical  significance  of  the  urine  has  been  Yariously 
estimated.  Many  learned  men  have  advocated  the  theory  that  urinalysis 
should  accurately  reveal  every  pathalogical  condition,  and  others 
have  considered  it  almost  absolutely  worthless  for  diagnostic  purposes. 
The  introduction  of  the  microscope,  and  the  recent  rapid  advances  in  the 
domain  of  histo-chemlstry  have,  however,  placed  the  subject  where  It  pro- 
perly belongs,  and  the  <<  golden  mean"  has  been  proven  to  be  its  true 
position.  The  uricoplst  cannot  diagnose  all  pathological  conditions,  but 
he  can  with  tolerable  accuracy  diagnose  many  of  them.  Professor  Mitch- 
ell, in  his  little  Guide  in  Urinalysis,  has' given  us,  in  a  very  condensed  form 
the  teachings  of  the  most  skillful  uriscoplsts.  The  work  is  divided  into- 
two  parts.  Part  I  is  devoted  to  the  most  recent  methods  of  analyzing  the 
urine,  the  uses,  and  actions  of  chemical  reagents,  and  the  microscopical 
appearances  of  deposits.  Part  II.  Is  devoted  to  the  clinical  significance  of 
abnormal  conditions  of  the  urine,  which  is  given  in  a  very  condensed  yet 
satisfactory  manner,  so  that  the  busy  practitioner  may  quickly  determine 
all  pathological  conditions  that  the  urine  is  capable  of  revealing.  The 
work  is  fully|up  with  the  times,  and  well  deserves  a  place  in  every  practi- 
tioner's library,  for  it  certainly  is  all  that  Its  title  would  Indicate — "The 
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Practitibner'8  Guide  in  Urinalysis."  We  have  chosen  it  as  our  text  book 
in  urinalysis  in  the  IIomoBopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri,  and  have 
tested  its  merits.  Nearly  every  student  possesses  a  copy,  and  as  a  text- 
book for  students  as  well  as  a  practitioner's  guide  it  is  most  excellent. 

Lbb  H.  Dowung,  M.  D. 


|ptt0r^»  |^i[»tt^^« 


Thb  Nbw  Mxdical  Codb.— In  the  issue  of  the  Qlohe-Democrat  of 
Nov.  22.,  there  was  a  notice  in  regard  to  a  new  medical  society,  to  be  or- 
ganized by  my  friends  and  others,  who  will  work  towards  the  modification 
or  destruction  of  the  old  code,  which  we  hold  to  be  in  the  way  of  modem 
advancement  and  progress,  in  the  art  and  science  of  practical  medicine. 

The  informant  of  your  reporter  must  have  entirely  misunderstood  my 
plans  and  prox>ositions,  if  he  thinks  that  any  person  confessedly  practicing 
hom(Bopathy,could  become  a  candldate.bef ore  the  proposed  body  for  mem* 
bership.  In  regard  to  consulting  VTlth  homoeopaths,  the  new  body  may 
take  the  same  stand  taken  by  the  New  Tork  State  Medical  and  others,  to 
wit :  that  such  consultations  are  admissible  on  the  ground  that  our  ser 
vices  can  not  be  withheld  from  suffering  humanity  because  a  homoeopath 
is  in  attendance,  he  being  a  legal  practitioner  in  this  country. 

Whatever  the  new  society  may  do  in  this  respect,  the  most  important 
points  in  organization  will  be  that  only  such  members  who  previous  ta 
taking  up  the  study  of  medicine  enjoyed  a  liberal  education,  or  were 
graduates  of  a  literary  college  in  good  standing.  The  time  has  come  when 
this  demand  must  be  made  in  our  own  country.  The  election  of  a  mem- 
ber to  this  body  can  only  take  plac«  after  the  candidate  has  proven  hia 
scientific  attainments  by  holding  a  discourse  before  the  society  on  any 
new  subject  of  his  own  choice,  presenting  an  interesting  case  or  speci- 
men, which  shall  be  the  subject  for  discussion.  The  society  veill  be  char- 
tered by  twenty- five  charter  members,  under  the  name  of  «  The  Pathologi- 
cal Society." 

We  feel  assured  that  by  these  limitations  our  society  will  at  once  take 
the  highest  rank  in  the  estimation  of  all  unbiased  and  free-thinking  medi- 
cal men.  A.  C.  Bbrnats,  M.  D. 

HOMCEOPATHS  Nbbi>  Not  Apfly. — ^AUow  me  this  mode  of  reply  to  Dr. 
Bemays,  who  in  the  Globe'Defmocrai  of  Nov.  28,  g^ves  notice  that  homoBO- 
paths  will  not  be  acceptable  applicants  for  membership  in  a  new  medical 
society  which  he  and  his  friends  seem  under  the  necessity  of  forming  just 
now. 

We  think  it  a  little  unfortunate  that  the  good  Doctor's  recent  adverse 
experience  in  a  medical  society  of  this  city  has  not  given  him  the  graces 
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of  modesty  and  prudence.  The  homoeopathic  practitioners  of  this  city  do 
not  particularly  need  or  desire  other  and  extended  professional  aflUiations; 
but,  should  any  desire  or  necessity  of  the  kind  pompt  them  to  any  present 
or  future  action,  they  probably  would  not  seek  such  affiliation  with  a  man 
or  body  of  men  who  recently  thought  "discretion  the  better  part  of  valor," 
and  so  tendered  a  resignation  from  a  reputable  medical  society  instead  of 
vindicating  and  defending  certain  professional  modes. 

No,  Doctor,  we  thank  you.  We  do  not  need  of  desire  the  company  of 
yourself  or  your  associates.  We  have  between  80  and  100  practitioners  in 
this  city,  most  of  whom  are  every  way  your  peers,  and  very  many  of  whom 
are  your  superiors  in  all  that  goes  to  comprise  social,  personal  and  pro- 
fessional worth.  We  have  our  own  medical  society,  a  successful  college, 
a  creditable  journal,  and  a  clientage  of  which  we  are  not  ashamed,  as  it 
embraces  largely  the  wealth,  culture  and  intelligence  of  a  great  city. 
Then,  too,  we  have  ample  opportunities  for  consultations,  besides  special- 
ists and  surgeons  of  no  ordinary  ability. 

We  avail  ourselves  of  this  opportunity  of  saying  that  the  fight  and 
worry  which  our  neighbors  are  giving  themselves  over  their  blessed  and 
beautiful  code  is  to  us  a  spectacle  of  supreme  indifference  as  to  the  result. 
We  do  not  feel  the  ordinary  sympathy  and  interest  as  to  either  upper  or 
under  dog  in  the  fight,  We  do  confess  to  a  sort  of  covert  desire  that  the 
fray  may  wax  thick,  fast  and  furious,  with  that  equal  balance  of  endurance 
and  persistency  of  duration  which  may  ultimately  teach  each  some  quality 
of  forbearance  and  moderation,  or  else  work  their  annihilation  mutually. 

W.  A.  Edmonds,  M.  D. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Taylor,  of  this  city,  lias  moved  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  take 
the  practice  of  Dr.  A.  Given,  who  Is  absent  in  search  of  health. 

Dr.  Edmond  Doty  has  moved  from  Alton,  HI.,  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He 
is  a  handsome  young  man,  an  accomplished  gentleman,  and  one  of  our 
alumni.  He  is  popular  and  suave,  and  as  a  prescriber,  few  of  his  age  are 
his  equal. 

Dr.  Ormb,  of  Atlanta,  will  pull  through  with  both  arms  saved,  with 
which  to  lead  on  in  the  battle  for  Similia^  In  that  sweet  sunny  land  of  the 
magnolia.    We  congratulate  him. 

Removed.— Dr.  C.  H.  Goodmak,  of  this  city  has  removed  to  2728 
Washington  Av. 

Dr.  M.  M.  Eaton,  and  wife,  of  Cincinnati,  have  gone  to  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  to  seek  health  and  rest  for  the  winter. 

Removed.— Dr.  M.  B.  CHAMBERLm,  from  SusanvlUe,   Califomia,  to 
Les  Angeles,  Califomia. 

Homceopathy  Ahead  in  Nebraska  University.— Old  school  stu- 
dents 14,  Eclectic  10,  Homosopathlc  16.  Thus  writes  Dr.  C.  M.  Dins- 
moor,  of  Omaha. 
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A  BECBpnoN  .^A  reception  was  given  last  night  to  the  medical  stu- 
dents of  the  city  by  the  Young  Men*s  Christian  Association  at  their  rooms, 
comer  of  Eleventh  and  Locnst  streets.  There  was  an  attendance  of  be- 
tween 400  and  500,  among  whom  the  following  colleges  were  represented: 
St.  Louis  Medical  College,  Missouri  Medical  College,  St.  Louis  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  American  Eclectic  Medical  College,  and  the 
Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri.  The  guests  were  received  at 
the  door  and  ushered  into  the  hall,  where  the  exercises  began  at  8  o'clock 
with  a  piano  solo  by  Prof.  A.  6.  Bobyn.  Mr.  W.  C.  Douglass  then  in  be- 
half of  the  association  welcomed  the  visitors  in  a  neat  address,  in  which 
he  referred  to  the  sympathy  of  the  association  with  young  men  of  all 
classes,  and  stated  that  the  object  of  the  present  reception  was  a  demon- 
stration of  friendship  toward  the  numerous  class  of  young  men  who  were 
engaged  in  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  city.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Latey  followed 
with  a  soprano  solo— Lullaby,  and  in  response  to  an  enthusiastic  encore 
gave  «*Within  a  mile  of  Edinboro*  Town.'»  Prof.  E.  L.  McDowell  then 
read  a  humorous  selection,  <'She  wants  to  be  a  man,"  and  responded  to 
4in  encore  with  '*The  Seven  Ages  of  Man."  Miss  Lansden  then  gave  an 
alto  solo,  and  another  in  answer  to  an  encore.  Dr.  P.  G.  Bobinson  then 
gave  a  brief  address,  in  which  he  thanked  the  association  on  behalf  of  the 
students  for  the  reception  tendered  them,  and  made  some  general  remarks 
In  regard  to  medical  subjects. 

Another  reading  was  given  by  Prof.  McDowell,  which  was  followed 
by  a  piano  duet  by  Miss  Lansden  and  Prof.  Bobyn.  The  audience  then 
adjourned  to  the  lower  apartment  of  the  building,  where  the  evening's  en- 
tertainment was  concluded  with  the  serving  of  refreshments.  All  were 
pleased  with  the  evening's  entertainment,  the  performances  of  Mrs.  Latey 
And  Miss  Lansden  being  especially  praised. 

Salt  with  Nuts. — ^A  correspondent  of  the  Germantown  Telegraph 
writes  that  journal  as  follows :  <<One  time,  while  enjoying  a  visit  from  an 
Englishman,  hlckorynuts  were  served  in  the  evening,  when  my  English 
friend  called  for  salt,  stating  that  he  knew  a  case  of  a  woman  who  was 
taken  violently  ill  by  eating  freely  of  nuts  in  the  evening.  The  celebrated 
Dr.  Abemethy  was  sent  for,  but  it  was  after  he  had  become  too  fond  Ol 
his  cups,  and  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  go.  He  muttered  'Salt,  salt!' 
Qf  which  no  notice  was  taken.  Next  morning  he  went  to  the  place,  and 
she  was  a  corpse.  He  said  that,  had  they  given  her  salt,  it  would  have  re- 
lieved her,  and,  if  they  would  allow  him  to  make  an  examination,  he  would 
convince  them.  On  opening  the  stomach  the  nuts  were  found  in  a  mass. 
He  sprinkled  salt  on  this  and  it  Immediately  dissolved.  I  have  known  of 
a  sudden  death  which  appears  to  have  been  due  to  the  same  cause.  I 
generally  eat  salt  with  nuts,  and  I  think  it  improves  them." 

Kind  Words  Oncb  Mors. — This  closes  a  kindly  and  successful  year 
with  the  Editor,  and  he  wishes  his  readers  a  "Happy  New  Year,"  with 
all  candor  and  sincerity. 
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The  New  Remedy  for  Neuralgia  and  Rheumatiam. 

Tonn  is  a  prodact  of  the  l^on^a  or  Friendly  Islands,  and  has  Ions  been  used  as  a 
•domestic  remedy  by  the  natives  ot  the  Fiji  Group.  It  was  introduoeato  the  notice  of 
the  medical  profession  by  Drs.  Ringer  and  Murrell,  of  London,  Kngland,  who  hare 
made  some  very  thorough  and  most  satisfactory  experiments  as  to  its  therapeutic 
value.  Their  high  claims  for  its  efficacy  as  a  remedy  for  neuralgia  and  rheumatism 
have  been  extensively  corroborated  by  the  most  eminent  medical  authorities  of  both 
•continents;  when  used  in  conjunction  with  salicylic  acid  it  has  had  a  surprisingly 
happy  effect  on  the  most  obdurate  oases  of  neuralgia,  especially  that  of  the  aramal 
nerves.    In  chronic  arthritis  it  is  invaluable. 

TONGALINB  is  an  efficacious  and  elegant  preparation  of  Tonga,  with  powerful 
aalicylates,  and  commends  itself  to  the  medical  profession. 
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Kaoh  Fluid  Draohm  of  TONOALINK  llapi 

Tonga 80  grains.  I  Pilocar  pin  Salicylate ..1-100  gram 

Bxtraotnm  CimicifugsD  Raoemosse..  S  grains.    Colchlcm  Salicylate 1-000  grain 

Sodium  Salicylate 10  grains. 


St.  Louis,  Nov.  17, 186S. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that 
the  formula  for  your  preparation,  TON- 
GA LI  N  E ,  is  a  very  excellent  one.  I  have 
had  occasion  to  prescribe  it  in  several 
cases  of  rheumatic  and  neuralgic  affec- 
tions of  long  standing, which  had  seeming- 
ly resisted  other  remedies,  and  in  some  of 
them,  the  TONGALIKB  has  produced 
most  excellent  results. 

T.  GBISWOLD  OOHSTOGK,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

lULBlOH,  IND.,  July  I3th,  1883. 

I  have  given  TON  CALX  NE  a  thorough 
trial  in  seven  cases  of  neuralgia,  as  fol- 
lows: Three  supra-orbital,  one  inter-cos- 
tal, two  of  the  ulnar,  and  one  of  facial 
nerve.  Secured  relief  in  from  one  to  four 
hours,  with  drachm  doses  every  hour,  in 
all  except  one  case  of  siipra-orbital  neu- 
ralgia. W.  A.  JOHSTON,  M.  D. 

St.  Louis,  July  90th,  1888. 

I  have  found  TONGALINE  a  useful 
oombination  in  rheumatic  neuralgia. 

G.  H.  HUGHES,  M.  D. 


Faibmount,  Kkb.,  July  18th,  1888. 

I  have  used  TQNCALI  NE  with  satisfac- 
tory results,  and  can  recommend  it  to  the 
profession  as  a  valuable  remedial  agent 
in  neuralgia  and  chronic  rheumatism. 

G.  W.  JOHNSTON,  M.  D. 

Dbtboit,  July  12th,  1888 
I  have  tried  TONGALINE  in  two  cases 
Di  irregularly  recurrent  facial  neuralgia, 
and  with  excellent  results ;  it  controls  the 
immediate  attack  in  a  few  hours,  two  or 
three  at  the  outside,  and  often  giving  al- 
most immediate  relief. 

F.  W.  OWEN,  M.  D. 

Garnbtt,  Kans.,  July  12th,  1883. 
I  have  tried  TONGALINE  when  spec- 
ially indicated,  and  find  it  a  superb  reme- 
dy.   Can  cheerfully  recommend  it  in  the 
various  forms  of  rheumatism. 

J.  A.  HENNING,  M.  D. 


LouisviLUi,  Kt.,  June  12th,  1883. 

I  have  used  TONGALINB  during  the 
past  few  weeks  in  neuiiUgic  affections, 
many  of  them  in  a  severe  lorm,  with  the 
most  gratifying  results,  and  these  results 
have  been  quite  uniform. 

T.  8.BELL,M.D. 

IKDIANJLPOLIB,  Nov.  17,  1883. 

I  have  used  TONGALINB  in  live  dif- 
ferent cases,  three  facial  neuralgia,  one 
neuralgia  oi  the  heart,  and  one  ohronio 
rheumatism.  Secured  relief  in  each  case, 
in  addition  to  which,  also  one  of  the  most 
obstinate  cases,  where  other  remedies  had 
failed.  O.  B.  PETTIJOHN.  M.  D. 

442  W.  Michigan  Ave,  Indianapolis. 

Borowooo,  N.  G.,  July  16th,  1888. 
I  have  used  TONGALINB  with  marked 
benefit  in  a  case  of  neuralgia,  and  obtained 
relief  when  a  number  of  the  ordinary  rem- 

edies  had  entirely  tailed^ 

G.  E.  MATTHEWS,  M.  D. 

St.  Louis,  July  llth,  1883. 
I  have  prescribed  TONGALINE  in  sev- 
eral cases  of  chronic  rheumatism,  and 
have  not  been  disappointed  in  its  curative 
effects.  E.  BENKENDORF,  M.  D. 

Hardin,  III.,  July  21st,  188S. 
I  have  used  TONGALINB  in  two  oases 
of  facial  neunUgia,  with  happy  effect,  ob 
taining  relief  in  a  short  time. 

G.  A.  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 

St.  Paul,  Mihn.,  Nov.  10, 1883. 
I  am  prescribing  TONGALINE  with 
satisfactory  results.  For  the  indefinite 
aches  and  pains  of  nervous  patients  it  is 
superior  to  ang  other  anodyne.  For  ner- 
vous headache  anb  muscular  rheumatism 

it  is  almost  a  specific.  

PARK  BTTCHIB,  M.  B. 

St.  Louis,  July  17th,  1888. 
I  have  used  TONGALINB  in  a  veiyse- 
vere    case   of   facial   neuralgia,    giving 
drachm  dose  every  hour  withmarked  suc- 
cess. ROBT.  J.  HILL,  M.  D. 


A.  A.   MKIvLIKR, 
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